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The  Fofty-'First  Annual  G^nclave 

Will  be  held  in  the  Asylum  of  St.  Cyr 
Commandery,No.  6,  at  Water  Valley, 
on  the  last  Tuesday  in  February,  1901, 
at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 


Grand  G^mmandery  of  MississippL 


Fortieth  Annual  Conclave. 


THE  GRAND   COMMANDERY    KNIGHTS   TEMPLAR    OF   MISSISSIPPI 
convened  in  its  Fortieth  Annual  Conclave  in  the  city  of  Meridian,  in 
the  Asylum  of  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9,  on  Monday,  February  19, 
A.  D.  1900,  A.^O.  782,  at  3:30  P.  M.,  there  being  present  the  following 

Grand  Officers* 

Sir  John  S.  Cobb .R.-.  E.-.  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Rev.  Sir  John  a.  B.  Jones v.*.  E.\  Dep.  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Oliver  L.  McKay Grand  Generalissimo. 

SIR  Harry  T.  Howard Grand  Captain-General. 

REV.  Sir  D.  B.  WADDELL :. Grand  Prelate. 

SIR  GUS  J.  BAHIN Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  J,  L.  POWER. ___ Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  Frank  BURKITT ..Senior  Grand  Warden. 

SIR  R.  H.  HENRY- Junior  Grand  Warden. 

SIR  J.  FOGGO  Dixon ..Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Geo.  C.  Myers : Grand  Sword  Bearer.  - 

SIR  NOLAN  STEWART Grand  Warder. 

Sir  R.  E.  Moody as  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

Absent — Sir  A.  J.  Peck,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

Past  Grand  Officers. 

E.  George  DELAP Past  Grand  Commander 

P.  M.  SavERY : Past  Grand  Commander 

Frederic  speed Past  Grand  Commander 

W.  A.  BODENHAMER Past  Grand  Commander 

FRANK  P.  JINKINS Past  Grand  Commander 

J.  M.BUCHANAN Past  Grand  Commander 

Also  present  the  Representatives  of  sixteen  Commanderies,  several  Past  Emi- 
nent Commanders,  and  a  large  number  of  visiting  Knights,  and  the  following 


4  PROCEEDINGS  OF  1900 

Grand  Representatives. 

Arkansas Harry  T.  Howard 

California Phineas  M.  Savery,  P.  G.  C. 

Connecticut G.  D.  Brown. 

Iowa._ _ Frederic  Speed,  P.  G.  C. 

Louisiana _ E.  Geo.  DeLap,  P.  G.  C. 

Massachusetts  and  Rhode  island John  S.  Cobb 

Missouri  J.  L.  Power 

Nebraska Emmett  N.  Thomas 

New  Jersey .  E.  E.  Clement 

New  York E.  Geo.  DeLap,  P.  G.  C. 

•  North  Carolina _._ Rev.  E.Thompson 

Ohio _.   _ Rev.  John  A.  B.  Jones 

South  Dakota... William  G.  Sykes 

Texas _..G.  J.  Bahin 

West  Virginia _ W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  P.  G.  C. 

Wyoming J.  H.  Wright 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  opened  in  Ample  and  Knightly  Form,  the 
Divine  Blessing  being  invoked  by  Rev.  Sir  Knight  D.  B.  WadJell,  Grand 
Prelate. 

The  R.\  E.\  Grand  Commander  announced  as  the  Committee  on  Creden- 
tials:   Sirs  Geo.  C.  Myers,  G.  D.  Brown,  E.  E.  Clement. 

The  R.\  E.\  Grand  Commander  then  addressed  the  Grand  Commandery 
as  follows : 

Address  of  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Knights: 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  privilege  of  assembling  in  Grand  Conclave  in  the 
beautiful  and  prosperous  city  of  Meridian,  nestled  as  a  veritiible  Goddess, 
amid  the  verdant  and  fruitful  pine  hills  of  East  Mississippi,  and  becoming  the 
recipients  of  the  unbounded  hospitality  of  her  valiant  and  magnanimous 
Knights. 

It  affords  me  unfeigned  pleasure  to  greet  and  welcome  you  in  a  Masonic 
community  which  has  honored  itself  and  Templary  by  paying  Knightly  trib- 
ute in  remembrance  to  one  of  our  distinguished  dead  by  unveiling  a  monument 
in  honor  of  our  lamented  frater — W.  S!  Patton — a  Past  Grand  Commander  of 
this  Jurisdiction,  whose  **well-earned  fame  for  acts  of  charity  and  deeds  of 
pure  beneficence  hath  spread  both  far  and  wide." 

In  this,  the  closing  year  of  the  most  enlightened,  progressive  and  triumph- 
ant century  that  marks  the  annals  of  this  world,  let  us  at  this  conclave  begin 
to  work  an  example  which  will  auspiciously  open  up  a  nobler  and  grander 
work  for  the  twentieth  century. 

The  duties  devolving  upon  the  Grand  Commander  during  the  year  have 
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been  altogether  pleasant.     Prosperity  and  harmony  have  marked  our  rush 
through  the  year. 

Our  laws  are  so  plain  and  comprehensive  and  our  membership  so  well 
informed  that  not  a  question  has  been  submitted  to  me  that  is  of  sufficient 
importance  to  require  notice  here— only  a  few  questions  propounded  by  young 
members  of  young  Commanderies,  where  a  simple  citation  to  the  Statutes  has 
sufficed. 

Since  our  last  Annual  Conclave,  we  have  had  cause  to  mourn  because  many 
of  our  f raters  have  obeyed  the  summons  of  the  Death  Angel.  Our  own  Juris- 
diction has  not  been  spared.  I  subjoin  a  partial]  list,  simply  stating  the 
rank  and  date  of  death,  well  knowing  that  our  able  and  painstaking  Grand 
Recorder  will  not  fail  to  note  the  name  of  every  departed  brother,  and  your 
Committee  on  Fraternal  Dead  pay  suitable  tribute  to  each. 

George  Edward  Wyman,  P.  G.  C.,  Colorado,  died  March  6,  1899. 
Albert  Styles,  P.  G.  C,  Michigan,  died  March  6,  1899. 
Charles  C.  Keifer,  P.  G.  C.,  Ohio,  died  March  12,  1899. 
William  Story  Foster,  P.  G.  C.,  Aiabam.j,  died  March  28,  1899. 
Reginald  Heber  Thompson,  P.  G.  C,  Kentucky,  died  April  10,  !8<;9. 
Byron  L.  Carr,  P.  G.  C.,  Colorado,  died  April  12,  1899. 
James  A.  Henry,  P.  G.  C.,  Arkansas,  died  April  21;,  1899. 
James  Hayden  Van  Hoose,  P.  G.  C.,  Arkansas,  died  May  6,  1899. 
William  Roberts  Bowen,  P.  G.  C.,  Nebraska,  died  May  6,  1899. 
Andrew  J.  Kauffman,  P.  G.C.,  Pennslyvania,  died  May  19,  1899. 
William  J.  Pollard,  P.  G.  C.,  Georgia,  died  June  8,  1899. 
Samuel  P.  Hamilton,  P.  G.  C.,  Georgia,  died  June  21,  1899. 
John  J.  Sumpter,  P.  D.  G.  C.,  Arkansas,  died  June  22,  1899. 
"Henry  Clay  Cleveland,  G.  J.  W.,  Illinois,  died  August  15,  1899. 
James  Morton,  P.  G.  C.,  Iowa,  died  September  23,  1899. 
Alfred  Stephen  Richardson,  P.  G.  C.,  Texas,  died  October  30,  1899. 
Eugene  Henry  Richards,  P.  G.  C,  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  died 
December  11,  1899. 
James  H.  Welch,  P.  G.  C.,  Connecticut,  died  December  16,  1899. 

Dropping  a  tear  for  the  loved  and  lionored  fraters,  called  to  the  Asylum 
above,  we  turn  our  thoughts,  for  the  present,  to  the  living — offering  the  sm- 
cere  gratitude  of  our  hearts  to  our  Heavenly  Father  who  has  been  so  gracit)us 
unto  us,  spared  our  lives,  and  the  lives  of  our  loved  ones,  and  has  given  us 
some  as  back  from  the  dead. 

Our  dear  brother,  Frederic  Speed,  whom  we  scarcely  hoped  to  meet  at  this 
or  any  other  conclave,  except  at  the  Supreme  Asylum  above,  has  been  restored 
to  us,  as  he  says,  for  twenty  years  more  work  :  and  we  hope  in  this  he  is  a 
true  prophet.  For  his  recovery  and  return  to  us,  we  are  indebted  to  Gen. 
John  Carson  Smith,  of  Chicago;  The  Presbyterian  Hospital,  of  Chicago; 
Drs,  Delaski  Miller,  David  W.  Graham  and  Henry  Deitrich,  who  so  tenderly 
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cared  for  him,  so  faithfully  nursed  him,  and  so  skillfully  treated  him— and 
last,  and  above  all,  to  the  Great  Physician. 

Our  dear  brother,  P.  M.  Savery,  also  has  been  restored  to  us  In  com- 
parative health.   For  the  restoration  of  these  two  faithful  soldiers  of  the  cross, 
let  us  stand  and  express,  as  best  we  can  in  words,  our  humble  thanksgiving , 
to  the  Supreme  Commander,  led  by  Brother  Irvin  Miller. 

On  December  i6,  1899, 1  authorized  the  Grand  Recorder  to  send  to  the  Pres- 
byterian Hospital,  Chicago,  $50  of  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  to 
be  supplemented  by  a  like  amount  from  the  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand  Lodge, 
as  a  thank-offering  or  token  of  our  appreciation  of  the  kindness  and  consider- 
ation shown  Brother  Speed  while  there  under  treatment. 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Commissions  to  the  several  Grand  Representatives  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery, near  the  Grand  Commanderies  recognized  by  us,  have  been  pre- 
pared by  our  Grand  Recorder  and  signed  and  for>\'arded  by  me  as  follows : 

July  II,  Sir  Samuel  P.  Williams,  Texas. 

July  II,  Sir  James  Park  Hanner,  Tennessee, 

July  29,  Sir  C.  M.  Jones,  Kansas. 

July  29,  Sir  D.  C.  Roberts,  D.  D.,  New  Hampshire. 

July  29,  Sir  Levi  B.  French,  South  Dakota. 

July  29,  Sir  John  W,  Mix,  Connecticut. 

July  29,  Theodore  P.  Calkins,  New  York. 

August  28,  Sir  Frederick  Glass,  Indiana. 

DISPENSATIONS  GRANTED. 

For  reasons  which  to  me  appeared  good  and  sufficient,  I  granted  the  follow- 
ing Dispensations: 

March  3,  granted  Dispensation  in  the  form  of  general  permission,  with 
request  to  all  Commanderies  of  this  Jurisdiction,  to  appear  in  public  on  April 
2,  Easter  Sunday,  and  May  11,  Ascension  day,  and  to  make  all  suitable  prep- 
arations for  their  observance, 

April  27,  to  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9,  of  Meridian,  to  ballot  out  of  time 
on  petition  of  Companion  N.  M.  Cullins,  of  Meridian  Chapter,  No.  25, 

May  6,  to  St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6,  of  Water  Valley,  to  hold  regular 
conclave  on  the  9th  instead  of  the  12th  of  May. 

May  23,  to  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9,  to  appear  in  public  and  act  as 
escort  for  Meridian  Lodge,  No.  308.  Occasion,  laying  corner  stone  Mattie 
Hersey  Hospital,  Meridian,  Miss. 

May  24,  to  West  Point  Commandery,  No.  20,  to  Aberdeen  Commandery, 
No.  17,  to  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No,  10,  and  to  De  Molay  Commandery,  No. 
8,  to  meet  together  In  the  city  of  West  Point  on  the  23d  day  of  June  and  unite 
with  West  Point  Lodge,  No.  159,  in  celebrating  the  festival  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist. 

October  21,  to  Aberdeen  Commandery,  No.  17,  to  ballot  out  of  time  and 
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confer  Templar  Orders  on  Companion  A.  C.  Lowe,  of  Euphemia  Chapter, 
No.  13, 

November  11,  to  Aberdeen  Commandery,  No.  17,  to  ballot  out  of  time  and 
confer  the  Orders  on  Companions  J.  E.  Miller,  M.  Kimmeland  R.  B.  Chormay. 

November  15,  to  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10,  to  ballot  out  of  time  and 
confer  the  Orders  on  Companions  W.  D.  Frazee,  H.  Abernathy  andHenry  R. 
Hodges,  of  Okolona  Chapter,  No.  27. 

December  6,  to  West  Point  Commandery,  No,  20,  to  appear  in  public  on 
December  24,  and  attend  religious  services  arranged  specially  for  Templars. 

December  13,  to  St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6,  to  ballot  out  of  time  and  con- 
fer the  Orders  on  Companions  S.  R.  Cain  and  D.  L.  Boon,  of  McConnico 
Chapter,  No.  96,  Water  Valley. 

February  3,  to  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9,  to  ballot  out  of  time  and  confer 
the  Orders  on  Companions  John  Harris,  E.  S.  Bostick,  Henry  Meyer,  P.  L. 
Martin  and  E.  M.  Martin. 

February  3,  to  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  to  hold  special  conclave  and 
ballot  on  the  petitions  of  A.  G.  Cassell,  C.  R.  McFarland,  E.  M.  Moore,  G. 
R.  Trafford,  H.  A.  Carrington,  John  B.  Anderson,  W.  O.  Menger,  Marye 
Dabney,  Jno.  T.  Wtlls,  J.  J.  Lum  and  W,  B.Klein,  without  waiting  the 
usual  time  required  by  the  Statutes,  and  confer  the  Orders  on  such  Compan- 
ions as  may  be  elected. 

February  13,  to  Hattiesburg  Commandery,  No.  21,  to  hold  special  conclave 
on  February  16,  to  ballot  on  petitions  of  Companions  H.  C.  Greer,  Henry 
H.  Folk -and  H.  E.  Allen,  without  waiting  the  usual  time  prescribed  by  Stat- 
utes, and  confer  the  Orders  on  such  Companions  as  may  be  elected. 

NEW  COMMANDERIES. 

March  18,  1899,  1  constituted  West  Point  Commandery,  No.  20,  Charter 
having  been  granted  for  same  at  last  Annual  Conclave.  The  ceremonies 
were  conducted  in  the  asylum  and  in  private.  In  this  work  I  had  the  invalua- 
ble assistance  of  P.*.  G.\  C.\  W,  A,  Bodenhamer,  Grand  S.\  W.'.  Frank 
Burkitt,  P.*.  G.*.  C,\  Frank  P.  Jinkins,  and  the  following  Sir  Knights  from 
Aberdeen,  No,  17,  and  Ivanhoe,  No.  10:  O.  L.  McKay,  W.  G.  Sykes,  A, 
A.  Posey,  J.  M,  Davis  and  John  Matzen.  After  the  election  and  installation 
of  the  officers,  we  conferred  the  orders  upon  a  candidate  who  had  been  elected 
while  the  Commandery  was  working  under  Dispensation.  They  began  with 
a  membership  of  33,  to  which  they  have  added  during  the  year  13. 

March  22,  1  constituted  Hattiesburg  Commandery,  No.  21,  having  as  an  able 
and  efficient  assistant  our  Grand  Prelate,  Rev.  D.  B,  Waddell.  The  ceremo- 
nies were  conducted  in  private  in  the  asylum.  Previous  to  the  election  and 
installation  of  officers,  the  Commandery  formed  and  proceeded  to  church  to 
attend  religious  services  conducted  by  Rev.  D.  B.  Waddell.  Hattiesburg 
began  with  30  members,  to  which  they  hive  added  3. 

April  22,  i8q9,  having  received  a  petition  in  regular  form,  signed  by  a  con- 
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stitutionnl  number  of  affiliated  Knights  Templar,  all  statutory  requirements 
having  been  complied  with,  1  issued  special  Dispensation  for  a  new  Com- 
mandery  at  Corinth,  Alcorn  county,  to  be  known  as  Mary  Saverv  Command- 
ery,  appointing  Sir  J.  P.  Collier  to  be  E.".  C.'.,  Sir  J.  J.  Ellis,  to  be  G.*., 
Sir  F.  W.  Earnshaw  to  be  C*.  G.\ 

On  May  3,  1899,  assisted  by  Rev.  D.  B.  Waddell,  Grand  Prelate ;  P.  G. 
C,  P.  M.  Savery,  P.  G.  C,  W.  A.  BoJtnh.imer,  and  the  following  Sir 
Knights— W.  L.  West,  J.  P.  Collier,  J.  J.  Ellis,  F.  M.  Earnshaw,  J.  L. 
Arnold,  D.  H.  Goff  and  B,  A.  P.  Selman  we  organized  and  put  them  to 
work,  remaining  with  them  three  days,  Knighting  18,  to  which  they  have 
added  10,  with  fine  prospects  of  becoming  one  of  the  first  Commanderies  in 
the  Jurisdiction — notwithstanding  their  little  episode  later,  which  1  think  will 
prove  beneficial  rather  than  injurious.  Their  prompt  and  cheerful  correction 
of  the  evil,  when  shown  them,  marks  them  Knights  of  the  highest  type. 

July  10,  1899,  1  received  petition  signed  by  ten  of  the  former  officers  and 
members  of  Grenada  Commandery,  No.  15.  After  considerable  correspond- 
ence between  Sir  A.  H.  Bays  and  myself,  I  issued  Special  Dispensation 
authorizing  these  Sir  Knights  to  meet  on  the  14th  day  of  July,  to  open  a 
Commandery  and  continue  its  regular  work  until  the  next  annual  Grand 
Conclave.  This  Commandery  forfeited  its  Charter  several  years  ago.  My 
action  was  a  little  irregular,  but  I  had  strong  hopes  of  resurrecting  it,  feeling 
confident  the  Grand  Commandery  would  condone  the  irregularity  if  I  suc- 
ceeded. 1  went  to  Grenada  at  the  time  set  and  remained  two  days  with  the 
Sir  Knights  trying  to  effect  the  resurrection  of  the  old  or  organize  a  new 
Commandery,  but  failed  signally  In  both,  notwithstanding  the  arduous  yet 
untiring  efforts  of  Sir  A.  H.  Bays  and  others. 

October  30,  1899,  having  received  a  petition  in  regular  form,  signed  by  a 
constitutional  number  of  affiliated  Knights  Templar,  they  having  complied 
with  the  Statutes,  I  issued  Special  Dispensation  for  the  organization  of  a  new 
Commandery  at  Clarksdale,  Coahoma  county,  to  be  known  as  Coahoma 
Commandery,  appointing  Sir  J.  S.  Brooks  to  be  E,  C;  Sir  J.  J,  Brooks  to 
be  G.;  and  Sir  J.  W.  Cutrer  to  be  C.  G,  The  Commandery  was  organized 
and  put  to  work  on  November  14th  by  Sir  G.  D.  Brown,  of  St.  Cyr  Com- 
mandery, No,  6,  who  was  deputized  to  do  the  work.  Sir  Brown  very  cheer- 
fully and  promptly  responded  to  the  call,  and  the  work  was  ably  and  satisfac- 
torily performed,  with  the  assistmce  of  several  Sir  Knights  from  Holly 
Springs  Commandery,  No.  4,  Ivanhoe,  No.  10,  and  Delta,  No,  16. 

1  hereby  return  thanks  to  Sir  Knight  Brown  and  the  other  Sir  Knights  who 
responded  so  promptly  and  cheerfully  to  the  call  of  the  Grand  Commander, 
In  view  of  their  late  beginning,  and  the  difticultics  attending  their  work,  i 
recommend  that  the  Dispensation  be  continued  until  next  Annual  Conclave. 

ARREST  OF  DISPENSATION, 
Receiving  information  that  Mary  Savery  Commander>',  U,  D,,  had  violated 
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Section  i,  of  Title  21,  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  the  By-Laws 
as  published  by  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  fixing  the  minimum 
fees  for  the  Orders  at  S40,  in  that  said  Commandery  had  donated  to  each  Sir 
Knight  Si  5  to  be  used  as  part  pay  in  the  purchase  of  uniforms,  on  January  4. 
1900,  I  arrested  the  Dispensation  of  Mary  Saver>'  Commandery,  U.  D.,  and 
suspended  the  Commandery,  said  arrest  and  suspension  to  continue  until  all 
the  money  so  remitted  or  donated  shall  have  been  paid  back  into  the  treasury 
of  the  Commandery.  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  immediately 
upon  reception  of  the  above  notice,  Sir  J,  P.  Collier,  E,  C,  called  together 
the  members  of  Mary  Savery,  U,  D,,  informed  them  of  the  arrest  and  suspen- 
sion, when  they  all  promptly  and  cheerfully  complied  with  the  order  by  repay- 
ing the  $15  donated,  and  promised  full  conformity  to  the  laws  and  vows  of 
the  Order  hereafter,  whereupon  I  wrote  Sir  Collier,  revoking  the  arrest,  and 
restoring  Mary  Savery,  U.  D.,  to  her  former  rights  and  privileges. 

From  the  explanations  made,  assurances  given,  and  my  own  knowledge  of 
the  Sir  Knights  of  Mary  Savery,  U.  D.,  and  their  prompt  and  cheerful  com- 
pliance with  my  order,  I  am  confident  there  was  no  intention  or  disposition  on 
their  part  to  override  or  evade  the  law— but  a  misconception  of  their  rights 
and  prerogatives.  They  thought  they  had  a  right  to  do  as  they  pleased  with 
their  own,  after  they  had  met  all  demands.  Having  a  fat  purse,  and  not 
realizing  as  the  older  Commanderies  have,  that  strenuous  times  with  scarcity 
of  material  follow  flush  times  with  plenty  of  work,  and  having  a  very  worthy 
desire  to  assist  some  of  their  weaker  (financially)  brethren  to  obtain  uniforms, 
and  to  have  all  their  uniforms  of  like  style  and  quality,  they  did  not  realize, 
though  it  was  told  them,  that  the  sad  experience  of  the  above  facts  had  caused 
the  enactment  of  the  statute  prohibiting  it.  I  am  satisfied  it  will  be  a  whole- 
some lesson  to  them.  They  are  rich  in  the  qualities  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  wield  their  swords  in  the  cause  to  which  they  have  so  sacredly  consecrated 
them.  Being  true  and  tried  in  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  they  are  fulfilling 
every  expectation  of  them  as  Templars,  and  it  gives  me  true  pleasure  to  say 
that  Mary  Savery  will  compare  favorably,  both  in  morale  and  work,  with  any 
in  the  State. 

I  heartily  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted,  and  that  it  be  numbered 
14,  as  it  takes  the  place  of  Mary  Commandery,  No.  14. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  question  involved  in  the  foregoing  case  is  a  serious  one,  and  should 
have  careful  consideration.  It  has  been  hinted  to  me  that  other  Command- 
eries, possibly  several,  have  heretofore  evaded  this  Statute  in  this  way,  or  by 
direct  reduction  of  fees  below  the  limit  prescribed  by  the  Statute,  I  am  in- 
formed the  same  is  practiced  in  other  Grand  Jurisdictions.  There  appear  to 
be  two  evils  which  need  correction — that  is,  this  tendency  to  override  or  evade 
the  Statutes  regarding  fees  for  the  Orders,  and  a  failure  among  our  members 
to  provide  themselves  with  uniforms,  and  a  lack  of  uniformity  in  the  style  and 
quality. 
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As  .:  r  .t.  u  rerr.eJ>  I  •'cc:-r'.n::enJ.  tor  the  former,  a  cl-'se  investiztrlz-n  anJ 
a  r.?:-  er.:  'rjeiT-ent  o!  the  SuttJtes:  for  the  Litter.  t>...l  theGr.ini  CommanJ- 
cr>  ii-pt  a  By-L  ta  for  th-  jf  "Aerr.ment  of  S^r  ■rJ:r..itc  C'-:r.r:ar.Jt-r'e>.  to  the 
e^ejt  t. .:  tl.e  fees  f-r  t':e  OrJers  sh  ril  in^luJe  a  sum  si:f::*::er.l  to  iJ.iy  and 
th  ':u;jr.:  ur.:'--::'.  t'^e  c.!"»J;d  ite.ejch  C"mn::ir.der\  prescribing  the  style. in 
'  rltr  i\  It  the ur.i: :rn:5  rt  .r.de^rd ur.iforni.  ar.J that everv* oiex/rer  r>e  cr.if -rnied. 

kITLALS. 

J-ne  IS.  iV/>.  I  rccei\ed  Gcr.era*  Order  N-*.  2.  from  the  M«»5t  Eminent 
Gr-jr.d  Msste-.  P.  H.  Li-  yd.  rei^tvc  t'»  P:tu.:ls.  1  deemed  it  unnecessar\-  to 
*-',  S^ue  a  s?c»;i »!  .-rder  co\  erir.g  the  s.tme.  lor  ti^.e  reason  Lhat  we  HAd  pre\  i- 
0'^*i>  c  ..T.r.  rrd  A.th  its  rev^uiremcnts. 

Or.  Fcf'j  jr>'  2 J.  iftr/y.  I  *Arotc  ^Jrand  Recorder  J.  L.  Power,  inquiring 
;ir«:^tth-r  J.^p-'Slt:  ^n  of  the  Rituals  which  had  been  distributed  to  Grand 
Ofr  cers  ir.d  Sur-rJi^.  ite  C.m.T.anderies  of  the  State,  receiving  his  prompt 
rrr.y  th  .t  he  h  :d  d:>tr:?'jtrJ  th-m  ace  »rd;ng  to  the  Stttute  i»f  the  Grand 
b:»^.tT.p.T.rnt.  It  the  time  -if  recepti  n.  and  that  lie  would  immediately  make 
d  i^trrit  .n^-ir>.  I"Cate  the  >ever.tl  Rituals  and  have  them  delivered  ti'  the 
pr  per  c-j>t'-J'  ms.  where  ti^e  sarr.i  h.id  n'»t  already  been  done. 

I  apper.d  hereto  the  General  Order  jf  the  M«»st  Eminent  Grand  Master: 

Ofpice  OF  THE  GRAND  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
Kn;oht-  templar  of  the  United  States  of  America,  San  Fran- 
cisco. CaL.    Genera]  OrJer  No.  11. 

The  Grand  Encampment  at  its  last  C«»nciave.  having  auth«»rized  its  lirst 
i'»:r  ^ricfs  t'»  f  rmui'!te  .rnd  pr.»nrj!j;  ate  Rules  and  Regulaticms  governing 
the  s'-.rr->i"*f  R:tjjlst<»  C'rr.mandcries  where  those  already  supplied  have. 
r-ren  l-.-t,  m.>!:i:d  »r  de-^tr-yed,  with  the  assent  of  s^iid  Board,  and  by  the 
j'^ir  ."it)  ir.  me  ve>ted.  it  is  now  ordered,  as  follows: 

I.  An  application  f-^r  a  Ritual  shall  be  made  to  the  Grand  Commander  of 
th-  ;ur>i.».t    u. 

It  t"  ^Jpriv  tne  place  of  a  *'worn  out"  copy,  the  old  Ritual  must  accompany 
the  rr^^e'^t. 

If  the  appii  ration  is  ojca^^itned  because  the  Ritual  was  lost  or  mislaid,  it 
«•].  i.i  re  tije  ^^ty  of  the  Grand  Commander  to  cause  a  rigid  investigation  to 
:e  miJe.  aid  jf  p«»ssirie.  ascertain  when,  by  whom,  where  and  under  what 
c  ':  im-taacc**  the  Ritual  was  lr»st  or  mislaid,  and  who,  if  anyone,  is  to  blame 
f  '  -uch  .—s  or  mislayir.g,  and  the  probability  of  its  ultimate  recovery. 

If  the  Rit-i  I  wa*»  destroyed,  then  when,  where,  by  whom  and  under  what 
c:rc  .rTista:,:es  the  destruction  took  place. 

Tne  Old  Rif-ril  or  a  detailed  statement  of  the  investigation,  where  it  has 
^'•en  mi^laiJ.  i^st  or  destroyed,  shall  he  sent  by  the  Grand  Commander  with 
l.'ir:  ')p7.:cat:"n  for  new  Ritual  to  the  Grand  Master. 

Ui  :ase  tae  application  comes  fnmi  a  Commandery  under  the  immediate 
j'J^'-d.ctio^l  «/'  the  Grand  Encampment,  then  the  Commander  of  the  Com- 
':.-,  .r.Jer\'siri:l  cause  the  investigation  to  be  made  and  forward  a  copy  of  the 
sarr.^  to  the  ('iTiind  Master. 

If  tiic  Grand  Master  deems  the  case  a  proper  one,  he  shall  transmit  the 
paptrrs  to  tiie  Grand  Recorder  and  direct  him  to  issue  one  or  more  Rituals 
t'^  Lhe  applicant- 
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The  Grand  Recorder  shall  take  a  receipt  therefor,  similar  to  the  one  pasted 
in  the  front  cover  of  the  Ritual,  and  shall  keep  a  record  of  the  name,  time  and 
circumsfcinces  under  which  the  issuance  was  made,  and  report  the  same  at 
the  next  conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

2.  All  Rituals  are  the  property  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  Such  of  them 
as  have  been  or  may  be  hereafter  issued,  must  pass  from  the  custody  of  Grand 
Commanders,  Deputy  Grand  Commanders,  orand  Generalissimos,  Grand 
Captains-General  and  Grand  Recorders  of  Grand  Commanderies  and  Com- 
manders of  Subordinate  Commanderies  to  their  successors  in  oftlce;  and  Re- 
corders of  Grand  and  Subordinate  Commanderies  are  charged  with  the  duty 
of  seeing  that  such  transfer  is  made  at  the  time  of  installation;  and  the  Grand 
or  Subordinate  Recorder,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  make  a  record  of,  from 
whom  and  to  whom  such  transfers  are  made. 

Done  at  the  City  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  California,  this  29th  day  of 
May,  A.  D.  1899.  R.  H.  LLOYD, 

Attest:  Grand  Master, 

WM.  H.  Mayo,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  following  General  Order  No.  3,  of  the  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master, 
R.  H.  Lloyd,  was  received  by  me  in  due  course  of  mail  at  a  time  when  my 
business  engagements  were  very  pressing.  By  some  fatality  it  was  placed  in 
a  pigeon-hole  with  ««important  papers,  instead  of  the  adjoining  one  used  for 
important  documents— placed  there  to  be  attended  to  at  the  first  opportunity. 
It  was  not  discovered  until  too  late  to  issue. 

The  General  Order  is  herewith  submitted,  with  my  sincere  regrets  and 
humble  apology  for  the  omission  of  duty: 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GRAND  MASTER  OF  THE  GRAND  ENCAMPMENT  OF 
KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA.  SAN  FRAN- 
CISCO, Cal.    General  Order  No.  III. 

• 

I  St.  In  consequence  of  the  loss  or  destruction  of  so  many  Rituals,  espe- 
cially of  the  Order  of  Malta,  it  is  hereby  ordered  that  the  several  Grand  Com- 
manders cause  the  Commanders  of  Commanderies  in  their  Grand  Jurisdic- 
tions to  report  without  delay  to  the  Grand  Recorders  of  their  Grand  Com- 
manderies, the  number  of  their  Rituals,  and  at  the  end  of  each  year,  when 
making  their  annual  returns  to  the  Grand  Recorders,  state  in  writing  that 

they  have  received  from  Sir  Knight ,  retiring  Commander, 

the  following  books,  to-wit:    The  Constitution  and  Code  of  Statutes  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  the  Statutes  and  Regulations  of  their  Grand  Command- 

ery,  the  Ritual  of  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  and  Knight  Templar,  No , 

the  Ritual  of  the  Order  of  Malta,  No 

2d.  It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  instilling  officer  to  see  that  the  above 
named  books  are  actually  and  in  fact  in  possession  of  the  incoming  Com- 
mander at  the  time  of  installation. 

3d.  The  Grand  Commanders  will  cause  their  Grand  Recorders  to  record 
in  a  book  each  year  the  name  and  address  of  eJich  Commander  in  their  juris- 
diction, together  with  the  numbers  of  the  Rituals  in  their  possession. 

4th.  The  attention  of  Grand  Commanders  is  called  to  General  Order  No. 
2,  current  series,  and  in  each  and  every  case,  before  making  requisition  for 
Rituals  to  replace  those  lost  or  destroyed,  to  see  that  its  provisions  are  strictly 
complied  with. 

5th.    Commanders  of  Commanderies  under  the  immediate  jurisdiction  of 
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the  Grand  Encampment,  will,  upon  receipt  of  this  order,  report  the  numbers 
of  their  Rituals  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  each 
year  hereafter  must  state  on  their  annual  returns  tiiat  they  have  received  from 
their  predecessors  in  ofr'ice  the  Constitution  and  Code  of  Statutes  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  the  Rituals  of  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  and  Knights 
Templar,  and  the  Order  of  Malta,  giving  the  number  of  each. 

Done  at  the  Citv  of  San  Francisco,  California,  this  isth  dav  of  November, 
iScK).  R.  H.  LLOYD, 

Attest:  Grand  Master. 

WM.  H.  MAYO,  Grand  Recorder. 

WAIVER  OF  JURISDICTION. 

January  25,  igoo,  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  No.  18,  requested  me  to  ask  the 
R.  E.  Grand  Commander  of  Louisiana  to  waive  jurisdiction  o\  er  a  Com- 
panion Royal  Arch  Mason,  residing  in  Hammond,  La.,  who  desired  to  petition 
for  the  Orders  and  become  a  member  of  St.  Elmo,  it  being  much  nearer  than 
any  Commandery  in  Louisiana. 

1  instructed  St.  Elmo  Commandery  to  fnst  obtain  permission  of  the  Com- 
mandery within  whose  jurisdiction  the  Companion  resided,  which  being 
granted,  I  could,  with  conndence,  request  thii  (Jrand  Commander  of  Louisiana 
to  grant,  or  rather  endorse,  the  waiver. 

Formal  request  was  made  of  the  two  Commanderies  in  New  Orleans. 
They  considered  it  not  their  prerogative,  but  the  Grand  Commandery's,  to 
waive  juri>diction  upon  the  rtrquesi  of  the  Grand  Commander,  (of  Mississippi 
in  this  case;  and  st)  replied.  This  information  being  communicated  to  me,  on 
the  14th  day  of  Februa:-y  I  wired  Sir  Richard  Lambert,  Grand  Recorder  of 
Louisiana,  ret]uestmg  him  to  ask  the  Grand  Commandery  to  grant  the  waiver 
at  fheir  regular  Annual  Grand  Conclave,  to  convene  two  days  thereafter.  I 
did  this  in  deierence  totiie  parties  interested,  because  two  Commanderies  of  a 
sister  jurisdiction,  to  whom  your  Grand  Commander  had  no  right  to  offer 
suggestions,  had  notified  us  that  tiiey  could  not  take  initial  action  in  the  case, 
and  such  waivers  have  been  obtained  heretofore  bv  direct  communication  be- 
tween the  respective  (irand  Commanders  without  consulting  the  Subordinate 
Commanderies.  This,  in  my  judgment,  is  wrong.  I  consider  that  the  power 
or  prerogative  to,:*j/xv  jurisdiction,  rests  solely  with  the  party  possessing  it, 
viz:  the  Subordinate  Ctmimandery  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  petitioner 
resides — whose  rights  should  be  considered  paramount. 

The  Grand  Commandery  having  conferred  the  right  by  charter,  defining 
its  limits,  and  protected  it  by  statute,  declaring  it  unlawful  to  confer  the 
Orders  without  first  obtaining  ,the  permission  of  such  Commandery.  If  I  am 
correct,  then  the  referring  of  such  requests  to  the  Grand  Commander  is  more 
a  matter  of  courtesy  than  of  authority. 

in  this  connection  I  recommend  that  jurisdictional  lines  be  re-established, 
that  we  may  be  in  accord  with  other  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and  with  the  Stat- 
utes of  the  Grand  Encampment. 
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CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  grateful  appreciation  to  the  officers 
and  members  of  the  Grand  and  Subordinate  Commanderies  for  their  uniform 
kindness  and  courtesy,  for  their  prompt  obedience  and  hearty  co-operation 
whenever  and  wherever  called  upon — regretting  my  inability  to  have  done 
more  in  return  for  the  honor  conferred  and  confidence  reposed. 
We  will  now  begin  the  labors  of  the  Fortieth  Annual  Conclave. 

Courteously  submitted, 

John    S.  Cobb,  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  W.  M.  Conner  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  address  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  be  received, 
and  spread  upon  our  minutes  and  referred  as  follows : 

So  much  as  relates  to  the  monument  to  Past  Grand  Commander  Patton,  be 
referred  to  a  special  committee  of  three. 

So  much  as  refers  to  necrology,  to  the  Committee  on  Necrology. 

So  much  as  refers  to  the  illness  of  Past  Grand  Commanders  Speed  and 
Savery,  to  a  committee  of  three. 

So  much  as  refers  to  Dispensations,  to  the  Committee  on  Law. 

So  much  as  refers  to  new  Commanderies  and  all  other  matters  connected 
with  the  subordinates,  to  the  Committee  on  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

So  much  as  refers  to  Mary  Savery  Commandery,  to  Committee  on  Law. 

So  much  as  refers  to  waiver  of  jurisdiction,  to  same  committee. 

So  much  as  refers  to  jurisdictional  lines,  to  same  committee. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Credentials* 

The  Credentials  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted : 

To  tbe  Grand  Commandery: 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  following  Com- 
manderies are  represented  by  the  Sir  Knights  named : 

MISSISSIPPI,  No  I— J.  Jay  White,  Past  Em.  Commander,  proxy  for  E.  C. 

Magnolia,  No.  2 — Wm.  G.  Kiger,  Em.  Commander. 

LEXINGTON,  No.  3— W.  P.  Tackett,  Em.  Commander. 

Holly  Springs,  No.  4— M.  H.  Leach,  Em.  Commander. 

Rosalie,  No.  5~L.  a.  Benoist,  Captain-General. 

St.  CYR,  No.  6— C.  E.  Romberger,  Em.  Commander. 

DEMOLAY,  No.  8— D.  S.  McCIanahan,  Representative. 

CYRENE,  No.  9 — W.  H.  Howard,  Em.  Commander. 

IVANHOE,  No.  10 — W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  Em.  Commander. 

ABERDEEN,  No.  17— J.  J.  McDonald,  Em.  Commander. 

St.  Elmo.  No.  i8 — Geo.  C.  Hoskins,  Em.  Commander. 

Coast,  No.  19— Ebenezer  Thompson,  P.  E.  C,  Em.  Commander. 

West  point,  No.  20— H.  a.  Hayes,  Em.  Commander. 
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HATTIESBURG,  No.  21— W.  M.  Conner,  Captain-General. 
MARY  SAVERY,  U.  D.-J.  P.  Collier,  Em.  Commander. 
Clarksdale,  U.  D. — J.  S.  Brooks,  Em.  Commander. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders* 

The  following  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  not  present  in  any  other  capac- 
ity, have  registered  their  attendance : 

Mississippi,  No.  1— Wm.  B.  Taylor. 
St.  Cyr,  No.  6— G.  D.  Brown. 

Cyrene,  No.  g—J.  H.  Wright,  O.  H.  Harrison,  B.  V.  White. 
Ivanhoe,  No.  10— Frank  Burkitt. 

Aberdeen,  No.  17— A.  A.   Posey,  W.   H.  Clifton,  W.  G.  Sykes,  J.  W. 
Eckford. 
Coast,  N.  19 — E.  E.  Clement. 

The  following  visiting  Knights  are  in  attendance : 

From  Lexington,  No.  3— C.  C.  Swinney,  R.  A.  Stigler,  P.  A.  Lindholm, 
Gus  Softon. 

Rosalie  No.  5— Haven  Stedman,  W.  O.  Dobyns. 

St.  Cyr,  No.  6— J.  B.  Rogers,  W.  C.  Boyd,  R.  Spearman,  R.  W.  Heliums, 
D.  L.  Boon,  E.  Dunston,  C.  H.  Campbell,  Robert  Somerville. 

Cyrene,  No.  9— R.  E.Moody,  C.  M.  Rubush,  F.  V.  Brahan,  C.  R.  Hoye, 
J.  L.  Spinks,  J.  N.  Melton,  J.  A.  Kelly. 

Ivanhoe,  No.  io~J.  R.  Price,  John  Matzin,  E.  J.  Hall,  J.  L.  Arnold,  W. 
C.  Peeler. 

Aberdeen,  No.  17— A.  C.  Lowe. 

Coast,  No.  19— G.  Edward  Park,  T.  W.  Grayson,  H.  J.  Meaut. 

West  Point,  No.  20 — C.  S.  Joiner,  R.  C.  Gibson,  Wm.  Johnson,  O.  C. 
Brothers,  Jr.,  R.  McCreath,  R.  M.  Trotter. 

Hattiesburg,  No.  21--C.  Z.  Stevens. 

Mary  Savery,  U.  D.— C.  M.  Taylor,  G.  H.  Beeman,  J.  M.  Dickey. 

Clarksdale,  U.  D.— J.  J.  Brooks. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

GEO.  C.  MYERS, 

E.  E.  CLEMENT, 

G.  D.  BROWN,  Committee. 

The  Grand  Recorder  submitted  his  annual  report,  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  Finance  Committee. 

Report  of  Grand  Recorder* 

MERIDIAN,  MISS.,  Feb.  19,  1900. 
To  the  T{.\  £.'.  Grand  Commanderv: 

1  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Thirtieth  Annual  Report  as  Grand  Recorder.  The 
receipts  for  the  year  1898  are  as  follows : 
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Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2 — Dues  1898 ..$  4100 

Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2 — On  balance 09  00 

Lexington  Commandery,  No.  j — Dues  1898 15  00 

Holly  Springs  Commandery,  ^lo.  4 — Dues  1898 57  00 

Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5 — Dues  1898 49  cx> 

St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6^Dues  1898 _  13600 

DeMolay  Commandery,  No,  8 — Dues  i898-,_ 54  00 

Cyrenc  Commandery,  No.  9 — Dues  1898- _  10700 

Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10— Dues  1898 . 57  00 

Aberdeen  Commandery,  No.  17 — Dues  1898.-- .  1900 

St.  Elmo  Commandery,  No.  18— Dues  1898  __. 92  00 

Coast  Commandery,  No.  10— Dues  1898    ___ _.  42  00 

Hattiesburg  Commandery,  U.  D. — Orders 13500 

West  Point  Commandery,  U.  D.— Orders 145  00 

Totxil  receipts $    1,048  00 

which  is  the  largest  amount  received  in  any  one  year  since  1  have  been  your 
Grand  Recorder. 

The  receipts  for  the  year  1899,  to  be  paid  in  at  this  Conclave,  will  approxi 
mate  this  sum — the  Dispensation  fees  of  two  new  Commanderies  being 
included. 

The  fourteen  Commanderies  reporting  show  a  total  membership,  December 
27,  1899,  of  551.    Totiil  Knighted  during  the  year,  52;  died,  10,  Net  gain,  25. 

The  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  R.'.E.'.Sir  R.  H.  Lloyd,  in 
acknowledging  receipt  of  a  duplicate  of  the  annual  statistical  report  sent  to 
Grand  Recorder  Mayo,  was  pleased  to  say : 

"Your  return  for  Mississippi  has  just  been  received,  and  makes  a  better 
showing  than  many  of  the  Jurisdictions.  I  do  not,  in  fact,  recall  any  one 
which  has  made  a  net  gain  of  eighty  with  less  than  600  Templars.  It  speaks 
well  for  activity  and  zeal  in  advancement  of  the  Order." 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  issue  Dispensations  for  two  new  Commanderies 
during  the  year :  April  29,  to  Mary  Savery  Commandery,  at  Corinth ;  Octo- 
ber 28,  to  Coahoma  Commandery,  at  Clarksdale. 

Commissions  to  Grand  Representatives  were  issued  during  the  year  as 
follows : 

July  II,  Sir  Samuel  M.  Williams,  Texas. 

July  22,  Rev.  Sir  Daniel  C.  Roberts,  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  re-com- 
missioned. 

July  22,  Sir  John  W.  Mix,  Meriden,  Connecticut,  re-commissioned. 

July  22,  Sir  Levi  B.  French,  Yankton,  South  Dakota,  re-commissioned. 

July  22,  Sir  Charles  M.  Jones,  Wichita,  Kansas. 

August  16,  Sir  James  Park  Hanner,  Franklin,  Tennessee,  in  place  of  Sir 
Morton  B,  Howell,  resigned. 

August  17,  Sir  Frederic  Glass,  Madison,  Indiana. 

August  19,  Sir  Theodore  P.  Calkins,  Binghampton,  New  York. 

November  10,  Sir  James  A.  Moore,  Montevallo,  Alabama. 
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Oimmi^^ion^  as  Grand  Reprc^entative^  of  other  Grand  Jursdictions  near 
th;"*  ^jrand  Commrindcrv'  were  received  and  forwarded  as  follows: 

February  18,  Sir  Harry  T.  Howard,  from  Grand  Coniraandery  of  Arkansas. 
Feoruary  21,  Sir  Cass  Oitenburg,  from  Grand  Com mandery  of  Kentucky. 
Fecruary  21,  Sir  G.  D.  Brown,  from  Grand  Commandery  of  ConnecticuL 
July  4,  R/.E.'.Sir  J.  J.  Hayes,  from  Grand  Commandery  of  Vermont- 
Juiy  If,  Sir  G.  J.  Bahin,  from  vGraod  Commandery  of  Texas. 
August  },  R.'.E.'.G.  W.  Cox,  from  Grand  Commandery  New  Hampshire. 
AuKU>t  16,  Sir  C.  E.  Grafton,  from  Grand  Commandery  of  Indiana. 
Aus;u'»t  19,  Sir  J.  E.  Seavey,  from  Grand  Commandery  of  Florida. 
Auj;u<»t  21,  Sir  E.  E.  Clement,  from  Grand  Commander>'  of  New  Jersey. 

Agreeable  to  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  Charters  were  issued 
to  West  Point  Commandery  as  No.  20,  and  Haltiesburg  as  No.  21.  Both 
were  constituted  by  the  R.'.E.'.Grand  Commander. 

On  the  20th  of  February  I  received  and  distributed  to  the  Commanderies 
and  Grand  Officers  entitled  thereto,  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment at  its  last  Triennial. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  by  direction  of  the  Grand  Commander,  1  issued  a 
circular  recommendmg  the  observance  of  Easter  and'Ascension  Day  Festivals. 

On  August  4th,  by  the  same  authority,  I  called  the  special  attention  of 
Oimmanderies  to  the  folluwing  matters  adopted  at  the  last  Grand  Conclave; 

ist.  Resolved^  That  !t  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Commandery  that  it  is  an 
evasion  of  the  law  to  'remit  any  portion  of  the  fees  for  the  Orders,  and  all 
Commanderies  are  forbidden  to  confer  the  Orders  upon  any  Companion  what- 
ever unless  a  fee  of  at  least  forty  dollars  is  paid  therefor. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  the  minimum  fee  for  the  Orders,  as  fixed  by  our  laws, 
is  Forty  Dollars. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  Section  51  of  the  Statutes,  formerly  called  "Rules  and 
Edicts,"  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  ;i.  Each  Commandery  has  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  all  other 
Commanderies  within  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Permit  me  to  venture  the  suggestion  that  if  the  Grand  Commandery  ex- 
pects to  participate  in  the  next  Triennial  Conclave,  at  Louisville,  preparation 
therefor  should  not  be  longer  delayed.  Quarters  should  be  secured,  and 
transportation  arrangements  made,  and  the  names  of  those  who  expect  to 
attend  should  be  enrolled.  Courteously  submitted, 

J.  L.  POWER,  Grand  Recorder. 

Past  Grand  Commander  DeLap  submitted  his  Annual  Report  on  Fraterna 
Correspondence,  which  was  received  for  publication  with  proceedings. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  submitted  his  Annual  Account,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Finance  Committee. 
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Report  of  Grand  Treasurer. 

G.  J.  Bahin,  Grand  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Mississippi. 

DR. 

T899. 
Feb.  7.    To  balance  this  date ...$     2q8  52 

1900. 
Feb.  19.    Of  Grand  Recorder,  to  date _ 1,048  00 

Total •_ -_ - $  1,346  52 

CR. 
1900. 

No.    I.  Woodman  &  Tiermnn,  Constitutions  Grand  Enc*pment-$  30  00 

No.    2.  Sir  Frederic  Speed,  special  committee 100  00 

No.    3.  H.  S.  Tiffany  &  Co.,  Easter  service 750 

No.    4.  Grand  Encampment  dues 1644 

No.    5,  Proceedings  and  other  printing 14225 

No.    6.  Special 5000 

No.    7.  L.  Graham  &  Son,  printing 800 

No,    8.  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum 2500 

No.    9.  Grand  Treasurer,  salary. 2500 

No.  10.  Postiige  and  express 2375 

No.  II.  Grand  Recorder,  salary 100  00 

No.  12.  Foreign  correspondence  and  pay  roll.- _ _ -_-  252  25 

Total... $       780  19 

Feb.  19,  1900.  On  hand,  to  balance 566  33 

Total ._.. $  1,346  52 

Courteously  submitted, 

GUS  J.  BAHIN,  Grand  Treasurer. 


Revised  Code  of  Laws* 

Past  Grand  Commander  Frederic  Speed  submitted  and  read  the  following : 

To  the  Right  Eminent,  the  Grand  Commandery: 

Your  Committee,  charged  with  the  duty  of  preparing  a  revised  Code  of 
Laws  for  the  government  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  in  harmony  with  the 
Constitution,  Code  of  Statutes,  and  Digest  of  Templar  Laws,  as  revised, 
amended  and  adopted  at  the  Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
1898,  has  maturely  considered  the  subject,  and  begs  leave  to  report : 

This  revision  is  the  culmination  of  the  sentiment  which  had  its  fullest  devel- 
opment during  the  war  for  secession,  which  undoubtedly  has  had  its  influence 
upon  our  national  Masonic  bodies,  and  more  especially  in  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, where,  as  in  the  national  government,  the  tendency  has  ever  been 
towards  centralization  and  the  accumulation  of  powers.  Instead  of  a  confed- 
eration between  sovereign  bodies,  the  Grand  Encampment  is  now,  as  the 
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result  of  the  adoption  of  its  amended  Constitution  and  Statutes,  the  supreme, 
unlimited,  autocratic  power  of  Templarism  in  the  United  States.  The  Grand 
Commanderies  have  been  shorn  of  all  their  dignity,  rights  and  powers  as 
sovereign  bodies,  and  exist  only  by  virtue  of  their  Charters  from  the  Grand 
Encampment,  and  so  far  as  1  can  see,  can  only  exercise  the  menial  duty  of 
executing  the  law  as  it  has  been  laid  down  for  them  by  their  superior.  They 
have  no  longer  the  right  to  make  laws,  and  exist  only  for  the  purpose  of  exe- 
cuting the  law  made  for  the  government,  even  to  the  minutest  detail,  of  their 
subordinates.  For  although  it  is  said  in  Section  3,  Article  II,  that  they  shall 
have  power  to  adopt  such  statutes  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  good  of  the  Order,  they  must  be  subordinate  to  the  Constitution  and 
Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  as  these  latter  seem  to  cover  every 
possible  field  of  Templar  activity,  there  is  no  longer  any  room  for  legislation 
by  the  Grand  Commanderies.  They  may  review  and  consider  the  reports  of 
their  officers  and  the  proceedings  of  their  subordinates  for  the  preceding  year, 
elect  officers,  levy  taxes,  examine  accounts,  manage  their  finances,  grant  Dis- 
pensations, and  Charters,  settle  controversies,  and  consider  and  do  all  matters 
and  things  appertaining  to  the  good,  well-being  and  perpetuation  of  Templar 
Masonry ;  provided  that  they  do  these  things  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the 
Grand  Encampment,  which,  as  I  have  said,  has  left  nothing  to  their  discre- 
tion. For  instance,  it  is  said  they  have  power  to  assign  the  limits  of  jurisdic- 
tion of  Commanderies,  a  power  which  is  practically  taken  away  from  them 
by  Section  6,  Title  XXV,  which  requires  that  petitions  must  be  presented  to 
the  Commandery  nearest  to  the  residence  of  the  petitioner.  They  may  hear 
appeals,  but  the  form  of  trial  and  effect  of  an  appeal,  is  taken  from  them.  It 
must  be  granted,  however,  that  most  of  the  provisions  relating  to  Grand  and 
Subordinate  Commanderies,  are  wise  and  salutary.  Indeed,  most  of  them 
are  in  the  precise  words  of  the  Code  of  Laws  of  this  Grand  Commandery, 
which  have  been  abrogated  by  them,  and  we  will  find  little  difficulty  in  adapt- 
ing ourselves  to  them.  There  are,  of  course,  local  conditions  existing  in 
every  Grand  Commandery,  which  make  a  law  which  is  entirely  suitable  with 
one  illy  adapted  to  meet  the  conditions  existing  with  another.  A  striking 
illustration  of  which  is  the  matter  of  local  jurisdiction.  Owing  to  the  peculiar 
topography  of  this  State  and  the  mode  of  travel  between  different  sections  of 
it,  we  found  it  expedient  to  abolish  all  jurisdictional  restrictions  and  to  permit 
an  applicant  to  go  with  his  petition  to  any  Commandery  within  the  State,  which 
might  be  found  most  convenient  for  him,  and  while  there  does  not  now  exist 
the  same  reasons  as  formerly  for  allowing  this  privilege,  the  effect  of  the  Stat- 
ute requiring  a  petitioner  to  go  to  the  nearest  Commandery  to  his  place  of  res- 
idence, will  be  found  to  be  disastrous  to  some  of  the  existing  Commanderies. 

The  paternalism  of  the  Grand  Encampment  is  shown  in  Section  15,  Article 
II,  of  the  Constitution,  in  which  it  is  made  mandatory  for  the  Grand  Com- 
manderies to  have  the  same  rules  of  order  as  the  Grand  Encampment,  so  far 
the  same  may  be  applicable.    It  was  well  that  the  dear  little  children  who 
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compose  the  Grand  Commanderies  should  have  a  primer  lesson  In  parlia- 
mentary law  and"  usages,  lest  they  might  not  know  how  to  run  an  ordinary 
business  meeting.  It  does  not  signify  that  these  rules  are  aU'well  enough  in 
themselves,  but  it  might  be  convenient  to  dispense  with  the  rending  of  the  min- 
utes of  the  previous  day  or  to  have  the  Committee  on  Credentials'  report  read 
after  the  Grand  Commander  ha'?  made  his  "renort"  (he  cannot  make  a  speech 
any  longer).  There  must  be  a  Committee  on  Printing  to  do  the  Grand  Record- 
er's work  for  him,  and  the  committees  must  have  five  members,  and  so  on.  In 
brief,  the  whole  proceeds  upon  the  same  idea  which  pervades  our  Constitu- 
tional Conventions  and  Legislature,  when  legislating  for  the  board  of  super- 
visors, that  no  honest  man  would  be  a  supervisor  and  and  no  intelligent  man 
can  be/ and  so  there  must  be  every  possible  restriction  thrown  around'them. 

Another  importint  change  is  the  abolition  of  our  present  admirable  code  of 
uniform  by-laws,  Section  i,  Title  X,  investing  Commanderies  with  the  power 
to  enact  by-laws  for  their  own  government,  which  must  be. approved,  together 
with  all  amendments  thereto,  by  the-  Grand  Commandery  before  they  can 
become  operative.  ' 

It  is  still  permitted  to  us,  by  Paragraph  4,  Section  15,  Article  11,  to  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  proxv  representation  in  the  Grand  Commandery  shall 
be  permitted  and  to  prescribe  the  rules  governing  the  same.  Heretofore  all 
our  officers.  Past  Grand  Commanders.  Past  Depiitv  Grand  Commanders, 
Past  Grand  Generalissimos,  and  the  Commander,  Generalissimo  and  Cap- 
tain-General of  each  Commandery,  have  had  the  privilege  of  proxy  repre- 
sentation. Presuming'it  will  be  your  pleasure  to  continue  this  policy,  1  append 
a  Statute  covering  the  same. 

It  is  also  oermitted  to  us  to  prescribe  the  duties  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and 
the  Grand  Recorder,  and  I  submit  Statutes  regulating  the  same. 

It  is  prescribed  that  the  fee  for  a  Dispensation  and  Charter  shall  not  be  less 
than  $100.  We  have  heretofore  required  that  the  fee  shall  be  $90  for  the 
Dispensation  and  $10  for  the  Charter.  As  $100  is  enough  for  both,  I 
submit  a  Statute  accordingly,  requiring  all  the  fee  to  be  paid  when  the  Dis- 
pensation issues. 

As  we  are  graciouslv  permitted  to  regulate  the  amount  of  our  revenues,  I 
submit  the  necessary  Statutes. 

It  is  required  that  no  Commandery  shall  confer  the  Orders  for  a  less  sum 
than  $30,  but  it  is  nowhere  stated  where  the  power  of  increasing  the  same 
resides — whether  in  the  Grand  Commandery,  or  a  Commandery.  It  may,  or 
may  not,  be  one  of  those  things  which  are  "necessary  for  the  good  of  the 
Order,"  or  it  may  come  under  the  power  to  supervise  the  state  and  condition 
of  the  finances,  and  I  therefore  submit  a  Statute  regulating  the  same  and  con- 
tinuing the  sum  to  be  paid  at  $40  as  heretofore. 

The  foregoing  seem  to  cover  all  the  points  about  which  it  is  necessary  for 
us  to  enact  laws,  as  it  must  be  obvious  that  there  is  no  need  for  our  legislat- 
ing about  matter?  which  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  change,  even  if  it  were  desira- 
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ble  for  us  to  do  so.  My  suggestion  is  that  we  have  printed  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  copies  of  the  Constitution  and  Code  of  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, to  which  shall  be  added  those  Statutes  which  you  shall  adopt  at  this 
time,  and  the  whole  intelligibly  indexed,  so  thht  it  is  possible  to  find  a  sub- 
ject, and  that  our  present  Constitution,  Rules  and  Edicts  and  By-Laws,  for 
the  government  of  Subordinate  Commanderies,  shall  be  expunged  as  being 
mere  surplusage,  calculated  to  confuse,  and  I  therefore  submit  the  necessary 
resolutions: 

Whereas,  The  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  did  /Jn  the  iith,  12th,  13th  and  14th  days  of  October,  1898, 
revise,  amend  and  adopt  a  Constitution,  Code  of  Statutes,  and  Digest  of 
Templar  Laws,  in  w-trich  it  has  assumed  the  supreme  legislative,  judicial  and 
executive  power  over  the  Orders  of  the  Red  Cross,  Knights  Templar  and 
Knights  of  Malta,  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  which  are  substantailly 
covered  all  matters  and  things  embraced  in  the  Constitution,  Regulations, 
Rules  and  Edicts  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  whereby  the  same  are  nulli- 
fied, therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution,  Regulations,  Rules,  and  Edicts  and  Uni- 
form Code  of  By-Laws  for  the  Government  of  Subordinate  Commanderies  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  abrogated. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  and  they  hereby  are  adopted  as  Statutes 
of  this  Grand  Commandery : 

REPRESENTATION  BY  PROXY. 

Section — .  All  the  elective  officers  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  all  Past 
Grand  Commanders,  P5st  Deputy  Grand  Commanders,  Past  Grand  General- 
issimos and  Past  Grand  Captains-General,  who  are  members  of  Command- 
eries within  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  Commander,  Generalissimo  and  Cap- 
tain-General of  each  Commandery,  may  appear  and  vote  by  proxv  in  the 
Grand  Commandery,  said  proxy  being  at  the  time  a  member  of  the  same 
Commandery  as  his  principal,  and  producing  a  properly  authenticated  certifi- 
cate of  his  appointment. 

GRAND  TREASURER. 

Section  — .  The  Grand  Treasurer  shall  render  to  the  Grand  Commandery 
at  each  annual  Grand  Conclave  a  true  and  perfect  account  of  all  monevs 
received  or  disbursed  by  him,  and  such  other  accounts  as  may  be  required  by 
the  Grand  Commander,  from  time  to  time,  and  he  shall  onlv  pay  out  any  of 
the  funds  in  his  hands  upon  the  warrant  of  the  Grand  Recorder,  issued  by 
order  of  and  countersigned  by  the  (}rand  Commander. 

GRAND  RECORDER. 

Section  — .  The  Grand  Recorder  shall  receive  and  collect  all  the  revenues 
of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  pay  them  ox  er  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  at 
intervals  of  not  more  than  thirty  days  after  their  receipt  by  hkn  :  he  shall  ren- 
der an  account  to  the  Grand  Commandery  at  each  of  its  annual  C>ranJ  Con- 
claves and  to  the  Grand  Commander  as  often  as  he  may  require,  nf  .ill  mon- 
eys received 'by  him  and  paid  owv  by  him  to  the  ( irand  Tretisurer,  showing 
the  date,  source  and  amount  thereof,  and  he  shall  likewise  report  all  the  trans- 
actions of  his  office,  And  for  his  services  he  shall  be  paid,  in  quarterly  install- 
ments, an  annual  salary  of  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Dollars. 
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CHARTER  FEE. 

Section  — .  The  fee  for  a  Dispensation  for  a  new  Commandery  shall  he 
One  Hundred  Dollars,  to  be  paid  before  the  Dispensation  issues,  and  there 
shall  be  no  Charter  fee. 

ANNUAL  DUES. 

Section  — .    There  shall  be  paid  by  each  Commandery  when  its  annual 
return  is  sent  in,  for  every  Kniglil  Templar  created  therein  during  the  preced- 
ing year,  the  sum  of  Five  Dollars,  and  at  tiie  same  time  for  every  member- 
upon  the  roll  of  each  Chartered  Commandery,  on  the  Festival  of  St.  John 
tlie  Evangelist,  the  >um  of  One  Dollar. 

FEE  FOR  ORDERS. 

Section  — ,  No  Commandery  shall  confer  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  for  a 
less  sum  than  Forty  Dollars,  wiiich  must  accompany  the  petition,  to  be 
refunded  to  the  candidate  if  he  shall  be  rejetted. 

Courteously  snbmitted, 

FREDERIC  SPEED. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Bodenhamer,  the  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

On  the  further  motion  of  Sir  Bodenhamer,  it  was  ordered  that  a  committee 
of  five  be  appointed  to  draft  a  memorial  to  the  Grand  Encampment  to  reinstate 
the  jurisdiction  of  Grand  Commanderies  over  tlieir  domestic  affairs  as  it  stood 
prior  to  1898. 

The  R.'.E.  ".Grand  Commander  appointed  as  said  committee.  Past  Grard 
Commanders  W.  A  Bodenhamer  and  P.  M.  Savery,  and  Grand  Commander 
J  no.  S.  Cobb. 

Special  Committees* 

The  following,  on  the  address  of  the   R.'.E. '.Grand  Commander,  were 

announced : 

NECROLOGY— Sirs  W.  H.  Cliftom,  H.  A.  Hayes,  E.  Thompson, 

CONVALESCENCE  AND  PRESENCE  OF  PAST  GRAND  COMMANDERS 
SPEED  AND  Savery— Sirs  Irvin  Miller,  R.  H.  Henry,  E.  Geo.  DeLap. 

SUBORDINATE  COMMANDERIES— Sirs  W.  M.  Conner,  J.  J.  McDonald, 
W.  P.  Tackett. 

MONUMENT  TO  PAST  GRAND  COMMANDER  WILLIAM  S.  PATTON— 
Sirs  W.  H.  Howard,  J.  J.White,  W.  G,  Kiger. 

On  motion  of  Sir  G,  D.  Brown,  the  dues  of  St.  Elmo  Commanderv,  No.  18, 
for  the  year  1899,  were  remitted,  the  Commandery  having  sustained  heavy 
loss  in  the  burning  of  Masonic  hall  in  April  last. 

Templar  Law  Report. 

Sir  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  for  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law,  submitted  the 
following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

To  the  T{ight  Eminent y  the  Grand  Conmiandcn': 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  question  as 
to  whether  a  Templar  who  at  the  time  the  Statute,  XXXV,  of  the  Grand 
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Encampment,  was  adopted,  was  non-aflfiliated  in  his  Chapter,  was  affected 
thereby,  and  gave  as  our  opinion  that  it  related  only  to  those  who  became  non- 
affiliated after  its  enactment,  else  otherwise  the  wprd  **]iereafter,"  had  no 
meaning  and  was  surplusage.  We  are  informed  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  to  make  the  Statute  retroactive,  and  the  word 
"hereafter"  was  inserted  on  motion  of  Sir  Knight  Shirley,  of  Kentucky,  with 
the  understanding  that  it  met  a  class  of  cases  existing  at  that  time.  What 
was  it  put  there  for,  if  it  does  not  mean  anything?  To  hold  otherwise  would 
be  to  make  the  Statute  ex  post  facto,  for  it  makes  an  act  a  crime,  which  was 
not  a  crime  at  the  time  it  was  enacted,  and  punishes  a  man  for  an  act  per- 
formed before  its  passage.  It  is  as  if  the  lawmakers  had  attached  a  new 
qualification  for  the  Orders  by  requiring  that  hereafter  none  but  cobblers 
should  be  created,  and  those  of  us  who  did  not  learn  cobbling  should  be  ex- 
pelled, it  was  not  a  qualification  for  the  Orders  that  a  petitioner  should  be 
an  affiliated  Royal  Arch  Mason  at  any  time  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  Statute, 
and  the  Grand  Encampment  cannot  now  make  new  qualifications  and  make 
them  retroactive ;  they  may  be  made  applicable  to  the  future,  but  not  to  the 
past.  If  new  qualifications  can  be  made  applicable  to  those  who  were  Knighted 
before  the  passage  of  the  law,  who  is  to  say  how  many  there  may  be  added  ? 
The  foregoing  opinion  was  given  before  the  recent  decision  of  the  Grand 
Master  was  made,  in  which  he  annihilates  all  our  reasoning  and  reverses  our 
views  by  deciding  that  "hereafter' '  does  not  mean  hereafter  but  heretofore, 
and  the  learned  committee  which  prepared  the  Code,  and  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment which  adopted  It,  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  the  king's  English.  We 
do  not  intend  any  disrespect,  but  we  do  not  think  that  the  Grand  Master  does 
either.  But  whether  right  or  wrong,  his  is  the  mailed  hand,  and  we  must 
obey,  which  in  this  case  we  do  most  cheerfully,  for  the  reason  that  we  think 
that  every  Templar  should  be  first  and  foremost  a  Master  Mason,  second  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  if  he  has  any  surplus  energies  he  may  devote  them  to 
the  Temple.  Courteously  submitted, 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 
P.  M.  SAVERY, 
W.  A.  BODENHAMER, 

Committee. 

Report  of  FinafQce' Committee* 

To  the  Grand  Commander^': 

Your  committee  to  whom  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand 
Treasurer  were  referred,  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  have  duly  examined  the 
same  and  find  them  correct.  J.  M.  BUCHANAN, 

J.  W.  ECKFORD, 

Committee. 
Report  adopted. 

Election  of  Grand  Officers 

was  then  proceeded  with,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

REV.  JNO.  A.  B.JONES Brandon R.'.E. '.Grand  Commander. 

OLIVER  L.  MCKAY Aberdeen V.'.E. '.Grand  Commander. 

HARRY  T.  HOWARD Biloxi E. '.Grand  Generalissimo. 

FRANK  BURKITT Okolona.— E.'. Grand  Captain-General. 

REV.  D,  B.  WADDELL Meridian E.'.Grand  Prelate. 
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GUS  J.  BAHIN Natchez E. '.Grand  Treasurer. 

J.  L.  POWER Jackson E. •.Grand  Recorder. 

R.  H.  HENRY Jackson  E.'. Grand  Senior  Warden. 

J.  F.  Dixon Natchez E. ".Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Geo.  C.  Myers Holly  Sprin^^s E.*. Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

NOLAN  Stewart Jackson E. -.Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

GEO.  C,  HOSKINS Brookhaven E.'.Grand  Warder. 

The  election  of  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard  was  deferred  until  after  the 
selection  of  next  place  of  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Patton  Monument 

To  tbe  Grand  Commandcry: 

Your  committee  on  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander William  S.  Patton,  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  money  for  this  pur- 
pose was  contributed  by  members  of  the  Cirand  Lodge  ($65.00)  at  the  Annual 
Communication  in  Water  Valley,  and  that  $135.00  v\as  raised  among  the 
Masonic  bodies  of  Meridian.  The  monument  was  erected  in  Rose  Hill  Ceme- 
tery, and  was  unveiled  on  the  31st  day  of  August  last,  with  appropriate  ceremo- 
nies in  the  presence  of  relatives  of  the  deceased  and  members  of  the  Craft. 
Brother  James  Watts  paid  a  brief,  but  very  hearty  tribute  to  his  beloved  friend 
of  many  years,  and  our  Grand  Recorder^'de  live  red  the  dedicatory  address,  in 
which  the'  Masonic  and  public  life  of  Sir  Knight  Patton  were  quite  freely 
sketched.  W.  H.  HOWARD, 

J.  Jay  White, 

W.  G.  KlGER, 

Committee. 
Which  was  adapted. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  at  5:30,  took  a  recess  until  7:15  P.  M. 

0»  re-assembling  at  the  Asylum,  the  lines  were  formed  and  the  column 
moved  to  the  "Church  of  the  Media^)r,''  where  the  Offices  of  Devotion  were 
Impressively  observed,  conducted  by  the  rector,  Rev.  Sir  D.  B.  Waddell,  who 
delivered  the  following  discourse.  The  church  choir  furnished  excellent  music. 
A  generous  offering  was  made  for  the  Natchez  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum. 

Grand  Prelate's  Discourse. 

Watch  ye,  stand  fast  in  the  faith,  quit  you  like  men,  be  strong. — 1  Cor. 
16:13. 

Once  more,  as  sworn  Knights  of  the  Cross,  we  have  assembled  in  our 
Annual  Conclave,  and  have  gathered  together  in  this  house  erected  to  the 
honor  of  our  Lord  and  Master,  to  offer  Him  worship,  and  learn  of  His  holy 
will  concerning  us.  The  outward  show  we  thus  make  is  most  right  and 
beautiful;  God  grant  that  it  may  appear  so  inwardly  to  Him,  who  looks  be- 
neath the  surface.  If  there  is  a  body  of  men  in  the  world  who,  by  pretentions 
and  professions,  should  be  in  earnest  in  devotion  to  the  Christ,  it  is  the  body 
of  the  Knights  Templar.  We  have  knelt  at  His  tomb  and  witnessed  His 
ascension,  and  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  upon  bended  knees,  have  sworn 
allegiance  to  Him— sworn  to  be  faithful  to  Him  unto  death,  to  battle  in  His 
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cause  and  glorify  Him  in  our  lives.  I  would  hate  to  believe,  and  1  cannot 
believe,  that  all  this  is  unreal  with  any  one  of  us.  If  called  upon  to-night  to 
do  battle  to  tJte  death  for  the  Christ,  I  do  not  believe  that  one  man  in  our 
ranks  would  falter.  I  could  depend  upon  each  one  of  you  to  follow  me  into 
the  last  ditch  to  conquer  or  die  like  men.  This  truth  is  really  inspiring,  and 
should  encourage  those  who  hope  always  for  the  best,  for  their  fellow-men. 
But  it  is  another  kind  of  battle,  and  a  much  harder  one,  that  we  are  called  upon 
to  fight.  Without  the  inspiring  clash  of  arms,  and  noise  of  the  conflict,  we 
have  to  meet  the  subtler  .assaults  of  our  enemy,  and  His,  made  in  the  quiet 
and  monotonous  humdrum  of  life,  where  we  walk  unguarded  and  unconscious 
of  danger.  To  be  ever  watchful  along  this  way,  and  at  every  turn  in  our 
path  to  present  the  shield  of  Faith,  is  ordinarily  too  much  for  us.  We  grow 
weary,  underrate  the  real  manliness  of  the  conflict,  minimize  the  dangers,  and 
cease  to  be  faithful  to  Him  we  serve:  Aye,  we  do  worse — cease  to  walk  the 
straight  and  narrow  path  of  truth  and  right  and  manliness,  and  pursue  the 
easier  way,  down  the  broad  road  of  the  world.  Such  is  the  effect  of  these 
subtler  dangers  upon  those  who  would  show  themselves  to  be  true  men,  in  an 
open,  pronounced  conflict.  Often  have  I  watched  men,  as  veritable  Gods  of 
War,  march  into  the  mouths  of  cannon  belching  forth  death,  and  I  yield  to 
none  in  admiration  of  the  manliness  thus  shown,  but  that  manliness  is  of  a 
far  higher  type,  which  holds  men,  in  the  uninspiring  conflict  of  life,  firmly 
and  faithfully  in  the  path  of  duty  and  right,  as  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  is 
comparatively  easy  to  do  the  one ;  it  is  incomparably  hard  to  do  the  other. 
The  rush  of  the  crowd  will  carry  you  forward  in  the  first,  in  tjie  second  you 
must  walk  forward  alone,  and  alone  meet  dangers  that  threaten  not  your 
bodies,  but  your  real  manhood.  Hence  the  ringing  warning  of  the  apostle, 
"Watch  ye,"  should  be  heeded  by  all  who  would  maintain  their  manhood. 
We  cannot  go  to  sleep,  we  need  ever  to  be  wakeful  and  on  the  alert,  if  we 
would  save  our  manhood  from  those  dangers  that  would  destroy  it. 

Manhood!  Oh,  my  fellow  Knights,  did  you  ever  think  seriously  of  the 
sublime  dignity  and  glory  of  real  manhood?  The  apostle  calls  upon  us  here 
to  quit  ourselves  like  men,  to  be  strong.  With  the  ordinary  views  of  man- 
hood and  life,  it  is  hard  to  grasp  the  full  grandeur  of  his  meaning.  To  quit 
ourselves  like  men — to  be  men  indeed — is  not  only  the  sublimest  thing  we 
could  do,  but  it  is  something  really  sublime  beyond  description. 

The  Eternal  Son  of  God,  talking  to  His  divine  Person  Humanity— becoming 
Man,  was  not  alone  or  chiefly  an  act  of  humility,  as  so  largely  believed.  It 
was  as  well,  in  accordance  with  the  eternal  purpose  of  God,  to  lift  Humanity 
to  that  height  intended  in  man's  creation.  We  see  in  Him  what  God  eter- 
nally intended,  and  would  have  man  to  be — a  glorious  being,  fully  equipped 
in  his  own  manhood  to  wait  upon  and  serve  God  as  a  son.  Christ  being  the 
Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world — the  Eternal  Man,  we  may  truly 
say— man  was  necessarily  in  the  thought  of  God  from  all  eternity.  He  was 
created  in  the  image  of  God,  possessing  latent  powers  capable  of  God-like 
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development.  If  you  will  mark  man  as  he  stood,  a  non-moral  being,  in  the 
Garden  of  Eden,  and  compare  him  with  Moses  and  Elias,  standing  on  the 
mount  of  Transfiguration,  conversing  with  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory,  you 
can  see  not  only  the  wonderful  development  that  man  is  capable  of,  but  as 
well  the  eternal  purpose  of  God  in  his  creation. 

Though,  when  we  first  behold  him,  he  is  devoid  of  knowledge  of  good  and 
evil,  he  was  created  to  ascend  the  tortuous  path  and  a  difficult  height,  to  the 
mount  of  ineffable  glory.  Moses  and  Elias  standing  there  in  the  mount,  eter- 
nal and  glorious  in  themselves,  furnish  us  a  true  and  real  picture  of  the  sub- 
lime grandeur  of  manhood — a  grandeur  to  which  every  man  can  attain,  who 
will  quit  himself  like  a  man,  in  the  battle  of  life. 

Our  Lord  has  ascended  this  difficult  height  before  us;  He  has  led  the  way, 
and  at  every  step,  though  bruised  and  bleeding  and  burdened,  showed  Him- 
self a  man,  strong  to  overcome  and  conquer.  Having  attained  the  height,  He 
turns  and  looks  back  upon  us,  and  expects  us  to  quit  ourselves  like  men. 
Like  men!  How?  There  are  various  opinions,  and  many  are  considered 
men  who  do  not  deserve  the  sublime  name.  There  can  be  but  one  right  opin- 
ion, for  Christ  has  shown  us  iiow,  and  he  who  fails  to  work  by  the  pattern 
He  gave  us,  fails  in  being  a  man.  His  whole  life — that  which  is  our  pattern 
— the  life  necessary  to  constitute  one  a  man — was  a  championship  of  the  truth 
and  the  right.  His  whole  soul  was  fired  with  devotion  to  the  truth— the  true 
in  everything — not  only  because  it  was  that  alone  which  could  free  and  bless 
man,  but  l^ecause  it  was  the  foundation  stone  upon  which  rested  the  stability 
of  the  Universe  itself.  Falsehood  and  wrong  were  enemies  of  God,  of  man, 
of  the  peace  and  blessedness  of  the  Universe,  and  hence  His  enemies,  as 
true  man,  and  He  labored  to  put  them  down  and  establish  truth  and  right  in 
the  earth. 

They  must  also  be  our  enemies,  if  we  would  be  true  men.  To  quit  our- 
selves like  men,  we  too  must  be  champions  of  the  truth  and  the  right.  Our 
oath  of  allegiance  to  Christ  means  this,  whether  it  be  on  the  tented  field  amid 
the  clash  of  arms,  or  in  the  private  walks  of  life.  We  are  true  to  Him  only, 
to  the  higher  interests  of  our  own  manhood,  and  to  our  fellow  men,  when  we 
are  such  champions. 

Men  in  their  selfishness  and  un-Christ-likeness,  have  changed  the  whole 
teaching  and  purpose  of  Christ  in  man's  life.  They  have  made  Christianity 
a  most  easy  thing.  Instead  of  its  being  a  following  of  the  glorious  example 
of  Christ,  they  have  only  to  believe  in  Him,  without  any  trouble  on  their 
part,  to  reap  the  rich  fruits  of  His  manly  life  and  death.  Believe  in  Him! 
What  a  horrible  caricature  of  its  real  meaning.  Belief  in  Him  was  intended 
to  be  a  mighty  power  in  our  souls,  compelling  us  forward  to  walk  where  He 
walked,  and  to  fight  as  He  fought;  to  quit  ourselves  as  men,  like  Him.  Pro- 
fession of  religion,  without  the  Christ-like  life,  is  fast  undermining  the 
strength  of  Christianity  in  the  world.  It  is  a  living  disgrace  to  our  Lord  and 
Master  to-day,  and  we,  His  sworn  soldiers,  owe  it  to  Him,  to  visit  it  with  our 
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condemnation.  We  who  march  under  the  banner  of  the  Cross,  should  show 
in  our  lives,  that  Christianity  was  intended  to  make  men,  not  professors. 
This  is  what  the  apostle  calls  upon  us  to  be,  as  Christians.  Christianity  is 
only  another  name  for  manliness — it  was  named  for  Christ,  who  was  the 
manliest  man  of  all  the  ages.  To  be  a  Christian,  one  must  be  a  man,  not  a 
sickly,  effeminate,  hypocritical  professor.  If  you  will  think  of  the  meaning  of 
this  great  life  which  God  has  given  us,  and  what  man  must  do  to  ascend  its 
hill  to  the  summit,  you  will  see  that  professions  count  for  naught,  and  that 
strong  and  manly  action  is  demanded.  Man  having  been  given  a  gloriously 
embryonic  nature,  the  meaning  of  his  life  is  development  of  character,  and 
this  development  can  only  be  accomplished  by  his  meeting  and  overcoming 
the  hardnesses  of  his  lot,  caused  by  falsehood  and  wrong.  As  with  faith  in 
Christ,  he  meets  and  overcomes  these,  the  strong  and  manly  qualities  of  his 
nature,  faith  in  God  and  himself — love — love  for  God  and  his  fellow  men — 
hope — hope  for  the  final  triumph  of  the  good  and  the  true  and  the  right,  will, 
one  by  one  be  brought  into  play  and  developed,  making  him,  in  himself,  a 
strong,  vigorous,  immortal  being.  These  natures  can  only  be  developed  by  a 
brave  and  active  combat  with  these  hardnesses.  Christ  showed  this  in  His 
own  life;  hence  belief  in  Christ,  which  brings  to  man  His  salvation,  means 
this  combat.  There  may  be  salvation,  a  heaven,  for  professors,  who,  while 
professing,  shirk  the  combat,  but  if  so,  Christ  said  nothing  about  it.  His 
salvation  was  offered,  and  from  its  very  nature,  which  is  so  badly  misunder- 
stood, could  only  be  offered  to  the  conquerors  in  life's  combat.  The  true, 
brave  ones,  who,  through  good  report  and  evil  report,  were  champions  of  the 
truth  and  right,  stood  fast  in  the  faith. 

My  fellow  Knights,  it  is  a  sad  truth,  that  notwithstanding  our  Knighthood, 
there  are  many  of  our  number  who  are  not  openly,  avowed  Christians.  I 
cannot  but  fear  that  it  is  very  largely  owing  to  false  ideas  of  Christianity — 
ideas  that  call  for  the  suppression  of  the  stronger,  and  the  development  of  the 
weaker,  parts  of  man  ;  but  whatever  it  may  be,  I  want  to  point  you  to  the 
fact  to-night — and  I  do  it  with  all  love  and  beg  you  to  mark  it— that  from  the 
whole  teaching  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  it  is  a  shame  on  your  manhood,  not 
to  be  openly  avowed  Christians.  Christianity— Christ  your  great  Leader 
and  Captain,  calls  upon  you  to  be  men,  and  men  you  cannot  be,  in  the  higher, 
truer  sense  of  the  word,  without  being  Christians— lighting  in  this  great  life 
which  God  has  given  you,  as  Christ  fought,  for  the  true  and  the  right.  The 
enemies  of  God,  your  fellow  men,  your  own  souls,  are  around  you,  and  you 
cannot  be  men,  and  fail  to  buckle  on  your  armor  and  give  them  battle. 

Your  country  is  invaded  by  enemies  striving  to  overthrow  it.  Could  you 
be  men,  and  sit  idly  unconcerned,  and  suffer  them  to  accomplish  their  pur- 
pose? 1  speak  to  no  one  to-night  who  would  not  blush  with  shame  at  the 
thought  that  he  could  do  this.  And  yet,  in  failing  to  be  a  real  Christian,  you 
are  doing  this  very  thing,  in  a  higher  sense. 
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SECOND    DAY. 

Tuesday,  February  20,  1900. 
The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Law  Report. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted : 

To  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander: 

Your  Committee  on  Law  beg  leave  to  report  that  it  has  carefully  considered 
the  matters  and  things  in  address  of  Grand  Commander,  submitted  to  it,  and 
find  his  rulings  and  actions  correct.    They  are  therefore  approved. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

P.  M.  Savery, 

W.  A.  BODENHAMER, 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 

Committee. 

Report  on  Subordinate  Commanderie& 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  adopted : 

To  the  Grand  Commanderv: 

Your  Committee  on  Subordinate  Commanderies  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  address  of  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander  and 
commend  his  zeal  in  constituting  the  new  Commanderies  reported  by  hi-m  and 
are  much  gratified  by  the  increased  interest  and  growth  of  the  order,  as  evi- 
denced by  the  number  of  new  Commanderies  constituted  during  the  past  year. 

We  recommend  that  the  Dispensation  of  Coahoma  Commandery  be  con- 
tinued until  the  next  Grand  Conclave,  and  that  a  Charter  be  granted  to 
Mary  Savery  Commandery,  at  Corinth,  as  No.  14,  that  being  the  number  of 
Mary  Commandery,  formerly  at  that  place,  W.  M,  CONNER, 

W.  P,  TACKETT, 

Jno.  J,  McDonald, 

Committee, 
Report  of  a  Special  Committee. 

To  the  Grand  Commandery: 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  address  of  the  R.'. 
E,".  Grand  Commander  referring  to  the  restoration  of  Sir  Knights  Speed  and 
Savery  to  their  present  degree  of  health,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Commandery  join  the  Templars  of  this  entire 
Jurisdiction  in  profound  thanks  to  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe,  for  the 
restoration  of  these  illustrious  and  beloved  fraters  to  our  association  again  ; 
that  we  appreciate  their  fruitful  labors  in  the  past,  and  earnestly  pray  that 
their  valuable  lives  may  be  spared  for  yet  many  years  to  come,  to  go  in  and 
out  before  us. 

Resolved,  That  the  special  thanks  of  this  Grand  Commandery  are  due  and 
are  hereby  cordially  tendered  to  Gen.  John  Carson  Smith,  of  Chicago,  Past 
Grand  Commander  and  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois; 
also  to  Dr.  Delaskai  Miller,  Dr.  David  W.  Graham,  and  Dr,  Henry  Deitrich, 
of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital  of  Chicago ;  also  to  the  efficient  trained  nurses 
and  ail  others  connected  with  that  institution,  for  their  faithful  and  effective 
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agency  in  the  restoration  of  Sir  Knight  Frederic  Speed  to  his  present  degree  of 
health.  IRVIN  MILLER, 

E.  G.  DELAP, 
R.  H,  HENRY, 
Committee. 

The  report  was  adopted  by  unanimous  rising  vote,  whereupon  Sirs  Savery 
and  Speed  responded  in  terms  of  sincere  and  tender  gratitude  for  ail  the 
sympathy  that  had  gone  out  towards  them  from  their  brethren  in  this  and 
other  Jurisdictions.  Sir  Savery  devoutly  believed  that  his  improved  condi- 
tion is  the  result  of  answered  prayer.  Sir  Speed,  who  had  been  seriously  ill 
for  nearly  a  year,  spoke  very  feelingly  of  the  loving  sympathy  that  Had  been 
expressed  for  him  in  so  many  and  such  tender  ways.  He  had  often  thought 
and  said  that  he  devoted  too  much  time  to  Masonry,  but  after  his  experience  of 
the  last  six  months,  he  could  make  no  further  complaint  on  that  score.  He 
spoke  most  gratefully  of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital  in  Chicago— a  palace  of 
misery,  but  a  great  temple  of  the  Lord — where  sufferers  found  that  which 
money  could  not  buy,  loving  sympathy  and  tender  care  ;  where  ct)mpetent  and 
consecrated  men  and  noble  women  devoted  their  talents  and  their  time  to 
cheering  and  healing  the  suffering  and  desponding. 

The  beautiful  and  earnest  words  of  Sirs  Savery  and  Speed  deeply  affected 
their  listening  fraters.  The  incident  was  an  exemplification  of  the  humanity 
of  Masonry,  and  of  the  blessedness  of  tiiat  tie  that  bind^  the  members  of  our 
Knightly  Order. 

Past  Grand  Commander  E.  George  DeLap  submitted  his  annual  report  on 
Fraternal  Correspondence,  and  the  same  was  ordered  printed  with  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

Report  on  Necrology* 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  adopted: 

MERIDIAN,  Miss.,  Feb.  20,  1900. 
To  tbe  Tiight  Emhutit,  the  Grand  Commandeo': 

Your  Committee  on  Necrology  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 
■  During  the  year  that  has  passed,  ten  of  our  companion  Sir  Knights 
have  been  called  from  earth  to  the  Supreme  (irand  Commandery  on  high. 
We  bow  in  humble  though  tearful  --submission  to  the  inscrutable  providences 
of  God;  providences  that  bring  forcibly  to  the  mind  of  each  ot  us  this  solemn 
truth  :  **We  know  not  how  soon  we  may  be  called  upon  to  render  an  account 
unto  the  Supreme  Judge,  from  whom  the  minutest  act  of  our  life  is  not  hidden,'' 

We  note  with  gratetul  appreciation  the  kind  mention  of  our  Knightly  dead 
in  the  annual  address  of  our  Grand  Commander.  Such  expressions  ot"^loving 
sympathy  and  words  of  consolation  are  manifestations  of  tlieties  that  bind  us 
together 'in  friendship  and  brotherly  love.  We  recommend  that  our  Grand 
Recorder  be  requested  to  provide  in  our  Annual  Report  suitable  memorial 
pages  to  commemorate  the  names  and  virtues  of  our  deceased  companions. 

Kespectfullv  submitted, 

WILEY  H.  CLIFTON, 

H.  A.  Hayes, 
EBENEZER  Thompson, 

Committee. 
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Sir  E.  N.  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  commttee  to  arrange  for  transportation 
and  entertainment  of  the  Templars  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  who  may  wish 
to  attend  the  next  Triennial  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  at  Louisville,  reported 
that  no  definite  arrangements  could  be  made  until  it  was  first  ascertained  how 
many  would  register  for  the  trip.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  Mississippi 
would  be  largely  in  evidence  at  the  next  Triennial,  and  urged  the  importance 
of  early  notice  from  all  who  expect  to  go. 

On  motion  of  Grand  Recorder,  the  R.'.E. '.Grand  Commander,  Sir  John 
S^  Cobb,  and  Sir  Wm.  G.  Kiger  were  added  to  the  Triennial  Committee. 

The  Grand  Officers-elect  were  then  duly  installed  by  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander Speed. 

Standing  and  Special  Committees* 

The  R.'.E.'. Grand  Commander,  Sir  Jno.  A.  B.  Jones,  then  announced  the 
Standing  and  Special  Committees,  as  follows  : 

TEMPLAR  LAW— Frederic  Speed,  P.  G.  C.,  Vicksburg;  P.  M.  Savery,  P. 
G.  C.,  Tupelo;  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  P.  G.  C.,  Okolona. 

FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE— E.  Geo,  DeLap,  Reporter,  Natchez. 

TRIENNIAL  GRAND  ENCAMPMENT— E.  N.  Thomas,  Chrirman,  Green- 
ville; C.  W.  Gibson,  E.  J.  Martin,  Harry  T.  Howard,  E.  E.  Clement,  John 
S.  Cobb,  P.  G.  C,  Wm.  G.  Kiger. 

The  Grand  Recorder  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Coeurde  Lion  Commanderv,  No.  13,  at  Port  Gibson,  having  failed  to  be 
represented  or  make  returns  for  several  years,  and  the  membership  having 
been  reduced  by  death  and  removals  to  less  than  a  quorum — 

Be  it  T{esolved,  That  the  Charter  of  Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery,  No.  13,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  forfeited. 

On  motion  of  Sir  T.  B.  Franklin,  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Commanderv 

were  cordially  tendered  to  the  members  of  Cyrene  Commandery  and  citizens 
eenerally  of  Meridian  for  their  courteous  and  hospitable  attention  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Grand  Body. 

On  the  further  motion  of  Sir  Franklin,  the  thanks  of  Grand  Command- 
ery were  tendered  to  R.\  E.\  Sir  John  S.  Cobb  for  his  splendid  administra- 
tion of  the  high  office  of  Grand  Commander,  and  for  the  efficient  and  cour* 
teous  manner  in  which  he  has  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  this  Grand 
Conclave, 

On  motion  of  Sir  Knight  H.  T.  Howard,  the  time  and  the  place  for  the  next 
Grand  Conclave  shall  be  determined  by  the  Grand  Commander,  after  the 
Grand  Lodge  shall  have  selected  the  time  and  place  for  its  next  Annual  Com- 
munication. 

No  further  business  appearing,  the  Fortieth  Annual  Conclave  was  duly 
closed,  the  Grand  Prelate,  Rev.  Sir  D.  B,  WaJdfil,  invoking  the  Divine 
Blessing.  JOHN  A.  B.  JONES,  Grand  Commander. 

ATTEST: 


Grand  Recorder. 


(INCLUDING  OFFICERS  FOR  1900.) 


MISSISSIPPI  COMMANDERY,  NO.  i— JACKSON,  HINDS  COUNTY, 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Monday  of  each  month. 

OFFICERS  FOR  IQCO. 

J.  W.  Power E.  C.    H.  M.  Taylor___' Treasurer 

D.  E.  Adkisson Gen'o  W.  J.  Brown,  Jr.,  P.  E.  C. -Recorder 

W.  B.  Taylor,  P.  E.  C C.  G.    J.  A.  Webb,  P.  E.  C St.  Bearer 

J.  L.  Power,  P.  E.  C '• Prelate    Geo.  Lemon,  P.  E.  C Sw.  Bearer 

Nolan  Stewart,  P.  E.  C S.  W.    R.  H.  Henry,  P.  E.  C Warder 

A.  G.  Lewis,  P.  E.  C J.  W.     :._.C.  of  Guard 

PAST  EMINENT  COMMANDERS— R.  F.  McGill,  J.  J,  White. 

MEMBERS— L.  H.  Applegate.  Robt.  Bradley,  J.  T.  B.  Berry,  H.  E.  A. 
Bourgeois,  A.  J.  Chapman,  W.  J.  Ferguson,  Richard  Griffith,  Geo.  T. 
Gracey,  J.  M.  Hartfield,  Wirt  Johnston,  B.  C.  Lemly,  James  M,  McKee,  W. 
W.  Moore,  W.  S.  Pittman,  O.  B.  Quinn,  R.  V.  Ratchford,  J.  F.  Robinson, 
W.  W.  Robertson,  J.  M.  Stingily,  E.  B.  Tabor— Total  33. 

DIMITTED— H,  M.  Folkes. 

Died — D.  P.  Porter,  P.  E.  C,  June  24,  1899. 

Dues  to  Grand  Com mandery $  33  00 


MAGNOLIA  COMMANDERY,  NO,  2— VICKSBURG,  WARREN  COUNTY. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Monday  of  each  month. 

OFFICERS  FOR  1900. 

William  G.  Klger E.  C.  Henry  W,  Bowen Treasurer 

John  D.  Miles,  P.  E.  C._: Gen'o  Alexander  M.  Paxton Recorder 

Conway  C.  Floweree C.  G.  Charles  H.  Fife . St.  Bearer 

Charles  E.  Armstrong Prelate  Charles  G.  Wright Sw.  Bearer 

Robt.  B.  Chapman___ S.  W,  James  H.  Moore,  P.  E.  C Warder 

Frederic  Speed,  P.  G.  C J.  W.  John  W.  Parkhurst C.  of  Guard 

PAST  EMINENT  COMMANDERS— John  W.    Powell,  Theo.  G.  Birchett, 
James  J.  Hayes,  Edward  C.  Carroll,  Albert  M.  Lea, 


32  RETURNS  OF  COMMANDERIES. 

MEMBERS— Albert  A.  Arnold,  Joseph  Biedenharn,  Emile  Bonelli,  Wil- 
liam Chamberlin,  Samuel  Childress,  William  E.  Gilmore,  Charles  E.  Gore, 
Charles  E.  Grant,  George  L.  Gurley,  Andrew  J.  Hood,  Albert  L.  Jaquith, 
William  W,  Lord,  William  J.  McKee,  Charles  Pare,  Miller  R.  Payne,  John 
C.  Pritchett,  Lee  Richardson,  John  D.  Smith,  Murray  F.  Smith,  William  J. 
Smith,  John  B.  White,  Jas,  C.  White,  Henry  Y.  Wilson—Total  40. 

DlMITTED— L.  J.  Thomas. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery ..$  41  20 


LEXINGTON  COMMANDERY,  NO  3— LEXINGTON,  HOLMES  COUNTY. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

OFFICERS  FOR  1900, 

W.  P.  Tackett E.  C.  R.  H.  Baker... ...Treasurer 

R.  A.  Stigler Gen'o  P.  A.  Lindholm Recorder. 

S.  M.Smith C.  G.  C.  C.  Pahlen St.  Bearer 

Jno.  H.  McBee Prelate  C.  C.  Swinney Sw.  Bearer 

Gus  Lofstrom S.  W.  W.  L.  Jordan Warder 

J.  W.  Jordan J.  W.  E.  W{.  Jordan C.  of  Guard 

PAST  EMINENT  COMMANDERS— Cass  Oltenberg,  T.  W.  Smith. 

MEMBERS— E.  V.  Ashley,  S.  D.  Bailey,  Jno.  Bedford,  J.  T.  Buck,  R.  O. 
Brown,  H.  P.  Davis,  J.  H.  Fugua,  H.  S.  Hooker,  T.  J.  Jordan,  W.  T. 
Johnson,  E.  F.  Noel,  B.  C.  Seitzler,  J.  E.  Stanfield,  J.  H.  Watson- 
Total  28. 

KNIGHTED— R.  O.  Brown,  S.  D.  Bailey,  J.  T.  Buck,  H.  S,  Hooker,  W. 
L.  Jordan,  E.  W.  Jordan,  T.  J,  Jordan,  Gus  Lofstrom,  C.  C.  Pahlen,  S.  M. 
Smith,  B.  C.  Seitzler,  J.  H.  Watson. 

REINSTATED— T.  W.  Smith. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery - $  88  84 


HOLLY   SPRINGS  COMMANDERY,  NO.  4— HOLLY  SPRINGS,   MAR- 
SHALL COUNTY. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Monday  of  each  month, 

OFFICERS  FOR  IQOO. 

M.  H.  Leach,  P.  E.  C E.  C.  :R.  A.  McWilliams.   Treasurer 

J.  G.  Leach Gen'o    L,  B.  Mosby,  P.  E.  C Recorder 

W.  B.  Bradberry C.  G.     W.S.Hill .St.  Bearer 

G.  C,  Myers,  P.  E.G..    Prelate    J.  R.  Horton Sw.  Bearer 

B.  F.  Popham     _...        S.  W.    S.  H.  Pryor Warder 

J.  H.  Athev-.    .      J.  W.     J.W.Stephenson C.  of  Guard 

MEMBERS-H.  D.  Campbell,  B.  T.  Kimbrough,  J.  L,  Wilson— Total  15. 
DIED— W.  A.  Heard. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery ^  ^5  45 
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ROSALIE  COMMANDERY,  NO.  5— NATCHEZ,  ADAMS  COUNTY, 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Saturday  of  each  month. 

OFFICERS  FOR  IQOo. 

J.  C.  French,  P.  G.  C E.  C.  G.  W.  Koontz Treasurer 

W.  C.  Hathcox Gen'o  C.  F.  Merrick ^ Recorder 

L.  A.  Benoist C.  G.  W.  B.  Stedman St.  Bearer 

E.  G.  DeLap,  P.  G.  C Prelate  W.  B.  Irvine,  P.  E.  C Sw.  Bearer 

John  A.  Dicks,  P.  E.  C S.  W.  L.  R.  Martin Warder 

F.  S.  Shaw,  P.  E.  C I.  W.  C.  M.  Sawyer C.  of  Guard 

PAST  EMINENT  COMMANDERS— W.  G.  Benbrook,  C.  T,  Chamberlain, 
Gus  J.  Bahin,  J.  Foggo  Dixon,  M.  Beltzhoover. 

Members — Samuel  D.  Baker,  Geo.  M.  Brown,  James  A.  Clinton,  L.  P. 
Conner,  Aug.  Day,  J,  S,  Fleming,  J.  S.  Gaynor,  W.  H.  Hendrick,  S.  P. 
Hornsby,  W.  J.  Kaiser,  H.  L.  Klapp,  R.  F.  Learned,  S.  D.  McNair,  T.  Q. 
Munce,  P.  J.  McCormick,  C.  H.  Mcllwaine,  S.  McDowell,  R.  L.  Parker,  W. 
Rutherford,  W.  Stietenroth,  M.  A.  Tyer,  Jeff  Truly,  B.  D.  Watkins— 
Total  40. 

KNIGHTED— Jeff  Truly,  L.  R,  Martin. 

REINSTATED— S.  D.  McNair. 

DlMITTED— Charles  Morris,  E.  J.  Van  Court,      • 

DIED — Jacob  Peebles,  P.  E.  C,  March  10,  1899;  E.  J.  Guice,  July  3,  1899. 

SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES— T.  Jeff  Adams,  W.  H.  Aik- 
mar,  John  Conner,  C.  F.  Farrar,  David  King,  M.  Neipeysel,  S.  Pennywitt, 
F.  L.  Rumble. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $  51  20 


ST.    CYR     COMMANDERY,    No.    6— WATER    VALLEY,    YALOBUSHA 

COUNTY. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th.  Thursday  of  each  month. 

OFFICERS  FOR  1900. 

C.  E.  Romberger_._ E.  C.  J.  N.  Rose Treasurer 

E.  F.  Crisp Gen'o  J.  B.  Pate,  P.  E.  C Recorder 

S.  B.  Brown,  P.  E.  C C.  G.  W.  O.  Wood St.  Bearer 

Wm.  Jones Prelate  J.  L.  Kerby Sw.  Bearer 

J.  E.  Rovira.-..* S.  W.  R.  W.  Heliums Warder 

G.D.Brown  J.  W.  Joe  Croom,  P.  E.  C C.  of  Guard 

PAST  EMINENT  COMMANDERS— J.  K.  Fulsom,  H.  M.  Romberger,  1.  T. 
Blount,  W.  H.  Price. 

MEMBERS— J.  V.  Blackmeer,  W.  C.  Blount,  T.  J.  Binford,  W.  C.  Boyd, 

D.  L.  Boon,  C.  H.  Campbell,  R.  F.  Cathey,  S.  R.  Cain,  W,  S.  Cook,  L. 
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W.  Deckle,  F.  B.  Deshon.  E.  Dunston,  H.  A.  English,  B.  B.  Ford,  Dr.  H. 

A.  Gant,  H.  Gibbons.  J.  T.  Goodwin,  D,  H.  Halliwell,  J.  D.  Haile,  F.  B. 
Herson,  F.  L.  Hope,  J.  S.  Hudson,  J.  H.  Johnson,  Alex.  Kennedy,  J.  S.  Ket- 
tle, R.  C.  Leland,  H.  W.  Lattimore,  A,  A.  Martin,  A.  C.  Martin,  J.  W. 
McCorkle,  A.  W.  McDonald,  W.  E.  Moreling,  Jno.  R.  Moore,  F.  E.  Mills, 

B.  T.  Markette,  R.  N.  Owens,  C.  C.  Pasco,  U.  C.  Powell,  J.  B.  Rogers,  G. 
J.  Robertson,  W.  R.  Ruffin,  B.  R,  Scott,  W.  F.  Shaffner,  Robt.   Somerville, 

A.  T,  Smith,  F,  H.  Smith,  R.  Shearman,  T.  F.  Trainer,  J.  B.  Talbert,  T.  H. 
Walker,  F.  W.  Weatherly,  W.  C.  Winter,  Dr.  Jno.  Wright,  T.  H.  Wilson, 

B.  F.  Thomas,  D.  D.  Wilkins — Total  72. 

KNIGHTED— D.  L.  Boon,  S.  R.  Cain,  W.  S.  Cook.  F.  B.  Deshon,  E. 
Dunston,  H.  A.  English,  B.  B.  Ford,  R.  W.  Heliums,  H.  W.  Lattimore,  B. 
T.  Markette,  F.  E.  Mills,  J.  E.  Rovira,  W,  O.  Wood,  T.  H.  Wilson. 

AFFILIATED— B.  F.  Thomas,  D,  D.  Wilkins. 

Died — J.  F.  Crosley,  March  25,  1899;  J.  T.  Lay,  July  g,  1899. 

SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES— R.  H.  Ramsey,  W.  H. 
Biles,  C.  R.  Cock,  E.  C.  Smith,  Jno.  Flack,  W.  D.  Shue,  Jno.  Kerby. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery ^ $  144  16 


DEMOLAY  COMMANDERY,  NO.  8— COLUMBUS,  LOWNDES  COUNTY. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  month. 
OFFICERS  FOR  1900. 

C.  L.  Lincoln,  P.  E.  C E.  C.  M.  A.  Franklin Treasurer 

B.  A.  Weaver Gen'o  C.  W.  Mills Recorder 

T.  B.  Franklin C.  G.  E.  S.  Moore St.  Bearer 

G.  W.  Cox Prelate  J.  P.  Martin Sw.  Bearer 

H.  M.  Waddell S.  W.  J.  H.  Stevens Warder 

C.  C.  Buder J.  W.  D.  S.  McClanahan C.  of  Guard 

MEMBERS— J.  S.  Billups,  Willis  Banks,  G.  Y.  Banks,  W.  L.  Davis,  J. 
M.  Easton,  C.  E.  Boykin,  J.  W.  Gardner,  J.  D.  Guyton,  W.  R.  Harrington, 
Jas.  T.  Harrison,  T.  W.  Harris,  R.  W.  Hutchins.  J.  R.  Mallory,  Chas.  G. 
McGee,  W.  C.  McCullar,  Hampden  Osborn,  Wm.  D.  Prowell,  J.  P.  Stan- 
sell,  W.  H.  Taylor,  W.  E.  Warring,  W.  W.  Westmoreland,  G.  B.  Wilmot— 
Total  34. 

DIED — Frank  Quinn. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $  35  02 


CYRENE  COMMANDERY,  No.  9— MERIDIAN,  LAUDERDALE  COUNTY. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  of  each  month. 

OFFICERS  FOR  IQOO. 

W.H.Howard E.  C.    W.S.Harris Treasurer 

R.  E.  Moody Gen'o    H.C,  Smith Recorder 
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J.  H.  Stoltzfus C.  G.    Charles  Elmire St.  Bearer 

Rev.  D.  B.  Waddell,  P.  E.  C.Prelate    D.  A.  Ray Sw.  Bearer 

J.  N.  Melton... ...S.  W.    J.  R.  Tackett Warder 

J.  M.  Buchanan,  P.  E  C J.  W.    A.  J.  Peck C,  of  Guard 

PAST  EMINENT  COMMANDERS— G.  Smallshaf,  J.  H.  Wright,  O.  A.  Har- 
rison, E.  J.  Martin,  B.  V.  White. 

MEMBERS— W.  H.  Armstrong,  B.  J.  Allen,  F.  W.  Bross,  W.  E.  Baskin, 
F.  D.  Bradley,  F.  V.  Brahan,  W.  D.  Cameron,  J.  W.  Collins,  I.  C.  Carter, 
C.  C.  Coffee,  F.  H.  Crane,  B.  J.  Carter,  N.  M.  Collins^  Joseph  Eakens,  C. 
S.  Eastman,  T.  R.  Harrison,  Rev.  T.  B.  Holloman,  C  R.  Hoye,  W.  B. 
Harbeson,  L.  H.  Hulse,  C.  L.  Gaston,  P.  S.  Gardiner,  J.  T.  Iglehart,  Rev. 
J.  E.  Jones,  W.  N.  Jones,  John  Kamper,  E.  B.  Keeling,  W.  F.  Kennedy,  A. 
A.  Kincannon,  Rev.  F.  M.  Keen.  J.  A.  Kelly,  T.  B.  Lamb,  T.  C*  Lyle,  C. 
C.  Miller,  Rev.  Irvin  Miller,  B.  McClanahan,  C.  W.  Morgan,  A.  D.  McRa- 
ven,  C.  E.  Newcomer,  C.  M.  Rubush,  W.  B.  Rogers,  A.  J.  Russell,  J.  R. 
Smith,  J.  L.  Spinks,  S.  A.  Scruggs,  J.  H.  Short,  F.  E.  Smith.  C.  A.  Stovall, 
J.  A.  Treadway,  J.  B.  Watts,  T.  L.  Wainwright,  M.  W.  Woodbury,  R.  J. 
Wright,  S.  E.  Wilson— Total  71. 

KNIGHTED— N.  M.  Collins. 

DIMITTED— P.  E.  Blalock. 

Died— I.  A.  Mooser. 

SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES— C.  S.  Starkweather,  hon- 
orary member  dropped  from  the  roll. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery -$  78  13 


IVANHOE  COMMANDERY,  NO.  10— OKOLONA,  CHICKASAW  COUNTY. 

Regular  Conclaves,  3d  Thursday  of  each  month. 

OFFICERS  FOR  1900. 

W.  A.   Bodenhamer,  P.  E.  CE.  C.  °T.  W.  Williams... Treasurer 

R.  M.  Sadler Gen'o  Frank  Burkitt,  P.  E.  C Recorder 

T.  M.  Walton C.  G.  E.  J.  Hall St.  Bearer 

James  Gordon Prelate  T.  J.  Keeney Sw.  Bearer 

J.R.Price  _.  .S.  W.  W.I.  Harrell Warder 

J.  M.  Dodds ---J.  W.  John  Matzen C.  of  Guard 

PAST  EMINENT  COMMANDERS— °P.  M.  Savery,  P.  G.  C,  E.  M.  Walker, 
N.  G.  Augustus,  John  S.  Cobb,  P.  G.  C,  W.  M.  Buchanan. 

MEMBERS— G.  W.  Anglin,  J.  U.  Abernethv,  J.  L.  Arnold,  W.  L.  Burnett, 

C.  W.  Bolton,  W.  A.  Canty,  W.  J.  Curtis,  N.  Cayce,  Geo.  G.  Dillard,  J. 
M.  Davis,  Jesse  T.  Davis,  B.  B.  Fitzpatrick,  W.  D.  Frazee,Geo.  S.  Garrett, 

D.  H.  Goff,  W.  H.  Griffin,  Z.  T.  Harper,  J.  T.  Harris,  Geo.  S.  Henderson, 
J.  F.  Hodges,  C.  B.  Hood,  V.  C.  Kincannon,  B.  M.  McCullough,  L.  B. 
McCullough,  W.  C.  Peeler,  L.  S.  Pitts,  G.  L.  Russell,  J.  Q.  Robbins,  W. 
J.  Stockett,  Jerry  Seale,  R.  L,.  Thomas,  °J.  M.  Trice,  W.  X.  Wilson- 
Total  50. 
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KNIGHTED— L.  S.  Pitts,  John  Matzen,  V.  C.  Kincannon,  E.  J.  Hall,  T. 
M.  Walton,  T.  J.  Keeney,  W.  D.  Frazee. 

DIMITTED— J.  S.  Brooks. 

DIED— W.  H.  D.  Crawford. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $  83  50 


ABERDEEN  COMMANDERY,  NO.  17— ABERDEEN,  MONROE  COUNTY. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Thursday  of  each  Month. 

OFFICERS  FOR  1900. 


J.  J.  McDonald E.  C, 

G.  S.  Clopton Gen'o 

M.  Higgason C.  G. 


J.  W.  Eckford,  P.  E.  C Treasurer 

O.  L.  McKay,  P.  E.  C Recorder 

E.  W.  Holmes^ St.  Bearer 


F,  P.  Jinkins,  P.  G.  C, Prelate    R.  B.  Chauncey Sw.  Bearer 


A.  C.  Lowe S.  W. 

Wm.  Kimrael J.  W. 


A.  A.  Posey,  P.  E.  C .Warder 

A.  J.  Smith.-- C.  of  Guard 


PAST  EMINENT  COMMANDERS— Wm.  G.  Sykes,  W.  B.  Walker,  W.  H. 
Clifton. 

MEMBERS— S.  H.  Berg,  A.  J.  Bowen,  W.  A.  Chaming,  A.  H.  Campbell, 
T.  B.  Holmes,  W.  S.  Lindawood,  J.  A.  Mayfield,  L.  G.  Nesbit,  W.  Puckett, 
E.  L.  Sykes,  W.  F.  Thomas — Total  26. 

KNIGHTED— A.  C.  Lowe,  R.  B.  Chauncey,  M.  Higgason,  Wm.  Kimmel. 

REINSTATED— E.  L.  Sykes  (left  off  1898  in  error),  A.  J.  Smith,  W.  S. 
Lindawood. 

Dues  to  Grand  Chapter $46  78 


St.  ELMO  COMMANDERY,  NO.  18— BROOKHAVEN.  LINCOLN  COUNTY 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Friday  of  each  momth, 

OFFICERS  FOR  1900, 

Geo,  C.  Hoskins E.  C.  Z.  D.  Davis Treasurer 

Jno.  M.  Maynor Gen'o  H,  F.  Mullikin Recorder 

W.  F.  Parsons_-_ C.  G.  J.  L.  Parsons St.  Bearer 

W.  H.  Seavey,  P.  E,  C Prelate  C.  M.  Waterman.  Sw.  Bearer 

C.  E.  Grafton,  P.  E.  C. S.  W.  C.  W.  McCormick Warder 

C.  E.  Batty J.  W,  Z.  P.  Jones C.  of  Guard 

PAST  EMINENT  COMA\ANDERS— J.  E.  Seavey,  E.  McCormick. 

MEMBERS— Leo  Bridewell,  F.  W.  Beall,  C.  L.  Carroll,  Thos.   E.   Dixon, 

D.  L.  Easterling,  E.  H.  Easterling,  D.  D.  Ewing,  J.  M.  Elliott,  N.  Greener, 
Chas.  Heuck,  S.  W.  Hoskins,  H.  K.  Hill,  J.  A.  Hudgins,  B.  F.  Jones,  D. 
J.  Link,  F.  M.  Lee,  J.  A.  McCormick,  E.  M.  Mason,  H.  McColgan,   Henry 
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Meyer,  A.  E.  Moreton,  Henry  Maynor,  Manson  Ryals,  W.  R.  Simmons,  H. 
A.  Tibbs,  J.  B.  Tarsnev,  J.  B.  Tennent,  Samuel  Wilkinson,  J.  O,  Watkins, 
A.  J.  Whitworth,  W.  II.  Wallace— Total  45. 

KNIGHTED— H.  F.  Mullikin,  C.  W.  McCormick,  Ira  L.  Parsons. 

Dues  to  Grand  Com mandery $61  35 


COAST  COMMANDERY,  NO.  19— BILOXI,  HARRISON  COUNTY. 

Regular  Conclaves,  3d  Thursday  of  each  month. 

OFFICERS  FOR  1900. 

E.  Thompson,  P.  E.  C. E.  C.  L.  Lopez Treasurer 

E.  W.  Morrill Gen'o  H.J.  Meaut Recorder 

E.  E.  Clement,  P.  E.  C C.  G.  JohnCarraway St.  Bearer 

T.  W.Grayson Prelate  T.  J.  Rosell Sw.  Bearer 

J.  J.  Lemon. S.  W.  J.  Edward  Park Warder 

H.  T.  Howard,  P.  E.  C... J.  W.  R.  B.  Harrison C.  of  Guard 

MEMBERS— W.  T.  Bolton,  L.  R.  Bowen^  J.  C.  Bradford,  W.  K.  M. 
Dukate,  W.  Gorenflo,  T.  H.  Gleason,  J.  B.  Garrard,  L.  D.  Herrick,  N.  C. 
Hill,  C.  D.  Lancaster,  J.  F.  McCormick.  J.  H.  Neville,  Collins  Phelps,  W. 
A.  White,  C.  W.  Wachenfeld,  T.  H.  Warren-Total  28. 

AFFILIATED— T.  J.  Rosell,  L.  D.  Herrick. 

DIMITTEI>— J.  R.  Carter. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $  28  84 


WEST  POINT  COMMANDERY,  NO.  2a-WEST  POINT,  CLAY  COUNTY 

Regular  Conclaves,  ist  Monday  night  of  each  month. 

OFFICERS  FOR  1900. 

H.  A.  Hayes E.  C.  Jno.  J.  Stevens Treasurer 

J.  W.  Keyes— Gen'o  Jno,  P.  Kennedy ..Recorder 

R.  R.  Ellis C.  G.  W.  L.  West St.  Bearer 

R.C.Gibson Prelate  Wm.  Johnson Sw.  Bearer 

B.  Y.  Rhodes S.  W.  C.  S.  Joiner Warder 

Ed.  Joiner J.  W.  J.  R.  Campbell C.  of  Guard 

MEMBERS— C.  W.  Gibson.  J.  A.  Hill,  F.  G.  Hawkins,  J.  H.  Turbeville, 
R.  McCreath,R.  M.  Trotter,  H.  A.  Limburger,  S.  M.  Roane,  V.  S.  Hurlburt, 
J.  E.  Johnson,  M.  D.,  P.  A.  Critz,  B.  W.  Stewart,  S.  L.  Hearne.  H.  L. 
Joiner,  J.  W.  Heard,  M.  W,  Chapman,  Wm.  Mcintosh,  J.  W.  Caldwell,  R. 
D.  Weir,  L.  P.  Leland,  T.  C.  Exum,  Jr.,  Oscar  Haywood,  S.  E.  P.  Rose,  A. 
H.  Bays— Total  36, 

KNIGHTED— Jno.  P.  Kennedy,  R.  R.  Ellis,  H,  A.  Hayes,  R.  D.  Weir,  L. 
P.  Leland,  T.  C.  Exum,  Jr. 
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DIMITTED— E.  L.  Sherwood,  O.  L.  Jacobi. 
Died— L.  F.  West,  June  27,  1899. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery \ $  60  90 


HATTIESBUK(i     COMMANDERY,     No.     21     Hattihshukg,    PtKkY 

COUNTY. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Monday  night  of  each  month. 

OFFICERS  FOR  1900. 

J.  P.  Carter E.  C.    A.  H.  McSwain.. —  .Treasurer 

A.  A.  Montague-- Gen'o    J.  W.  Montague Recorder 

W.  M.  Conner -'_>C.  G.    S.  J.  Pettigrew St.  Bearer 

B.  P.  Jones Prelate    S.  E.  Travis Sw.  Bearer 

T.  E.  Ross S.  W.    W.  R.  McDonald Warder 

J.  A.  Beaumont J.  W.     R.  S.  Ellis C.  of  Guard 

Members— P.  E.  Blaiock,  T.  M.  Curtis,  S.  E.  Cowan,  O.  W.  Conner, 
J.  F.  Champenois.  A.  E.  Carmlchael,  S.  C.  Eaton,  M.  Dunn,  E.  M.  Ellis, 
T.  M.  Ferguson,  D.  M.  Gatlln,  S.  L.  Garaway,  J.  T.  Grant,  E,  L.  Gilliam, 
A.  C.  Lovell,  T.  L.  Montague,  J.  M.  Mclnnis,  John  McDuffy,  S.  M.  McCal- 
lum,  C.  Z.  Stevens.  J.'F.  Wilder— Total  33. 

KNIGHTED— E.  L.  Gilliam,  J.  A.  Beaumont.  J.  F.  Wilder. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $  48  99 


MARY  SAVERY  COMMANDERY,  NO.  14— CORINTH,  ALCORN  CO. 

(Constituted  by  R.'.E.*. Grand  Commander,  April  14,  1900.) 

OFFICERS  FOR  1900. 

• 

Jas.  P.  Collier E.  C    Jas.  W.  Zachary Treasurer 

Geo.  H.  Beemer Gen'o    Jno.  W.  McAnulty Recorder 

Traverse  A.  Read C.  G.    J.  R.  P.  Cameron St.  Bearer 

J.  W.Gilbert ....Prelate    W.W.Fitzgerald Sw.  Bearer 

Jno.  H.  Collier S.  W.    Jas.  M.  Dickey Warder 

Chas.  M.  Taylor. ._ _J.  W.    Clarence  W.  McCord.-C.  of  Guard 

MEMBERS— Morris  B.  Abbey,  Hubert  P.  Blakeslee,  John  B.  Davis,  J.  W. 
Glddens,  Jas.  Huff,  Mark  Kershaw,  Wm.  J.  Lamb,  Robert  E.  Nisbet,  Levi 
M.  Phillips,  M.  B,  Ross,  Edward  W.  Walton,  Ernest  Waits— Total  24. 
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COAHOMA    COMMANDERY,    U.     D.— CLARKSDALE,    COAHOMA 

COUNTY. 

Dispensation  to  organize  issued  October  28,  1899.    Dispensation  continued 
by  Grand  Commandery  until  Grand  Conclave,  1901. 

OFFICERS  FOR  1900. 

J.  S.  Brooks E.  C.    J.  H.  Johnson ..Treasurer 

J.  J.  Brooks.- Gen'o    J.H.  Johnson Recorder 

W.  B.  Bradberry--- C.  G.    M.  H.  Leach St.  Bearer 

Edward  Pant Prelate    G.C.Myers _.Sw.  Bearer 

T,S.  Aderhilt S.  W.    F.L.Hope Warder 

W.  G.  Jaquess J.  W.    W.  E.  Dickey C.  of  Guard 

MEMBERS— S.  P.  Carr,  J.  N.  D.  Shingle,  J.  W,  Cutrer,  J.  B.  Chism,  R. 
B.  Hebdon,  Alexander  McPhee. 

[Sirs  Bradberry,  Leach  and  Myers  are  members  ot  Holly  Springs.  No,  4, 
and  assisted  in  the  organization  of  this  Commandery.  Actual  membersnip,  14.] 


©ttatoitkaill  ©nuTOTOain^^ 


(For  the  year  ending  December  27,  1899.) 

Total  Chartered  Commanderies  in  Jurisdiction 16 

Total  under  Dispensation i 

Knighted 52 

Affiliated 3 

Reinstated 5 

Dimitted 9 

Suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues..  16 

Died 10 

Total  Sir  Knights  in  Jurisdiclion _ 575 

Knighted,  52 ;  Affiliated,  3  ;  Reinstated,  5 — gains  for  year 60 

Dimitted,  9;  suspended  for  non-payment  dues,  16;  Died,  10 — losses  for  year  35 

Net  gain  for  1899 25 


Movik&inig  CommatmckHed^ 


Mississippi,  No.  I Jackson. 

Magnolia,  No.  2 Vicksburg. 

Lexington,  No.  3 __ _ Lexington. 

Holly  Springs,  No.  4 Holly  Springs. 

Rosalie,  No,  5 Natchez. 

St.  Cyr,  No.  6 Water  Valley. 

DeMolay,  No.  8 .'. Columbus. 

Cyrene,  No.  9 ..Meridian. 

Ivanhoe,  No.  10 Okolona. 

Mary  Savery,  No.  14 Corinth. 

Aberdeen,  No.  17 Aberdeen. 

St.  Elmo,  No.  18 Brookhaven. 

Coast,  No.  19 Blloxi. 

West  Point,  No.  20    „. West  Point 

Hattiesburg,  No.  21 Hattiesburg. 

Coahoma,  U.  D. Clarksdale. 


]I>otnmi^tn)t  Cotiin)mai}i)dl$H$& 


Delta,  No.  16  (No  report  for  1897,  1898,  1899) Greenville. 


<B)eitSiia(g&  Comimiiiin)dM(^d. 


Winona,  No.  7.__ Winona. 

Kosciusko,  No.  11 Kosciusko. 

Canton,  No,  12 Canton. 

Couer  de  Lion,  No.  13 Port  Gibson. 

Grenada,  No.  15 Grenada. 


THE  KNIGHTLY  DEAD 

OF  1800. 


*'Fast  as  the  rolling  seasons  bring 
The  hour  of  death  to  those  we  love, 
Each  pearl  that  leaves  the  broken  string 
Is  set  in  friendship's  crown  above." 


SIR  KNIGHT  D.  P.  PORTER,  P.  E.  C, 

Mississippi,  No.  i — Died  June  24. 

SIR  KNIGHT  W.  A.  HEARD, 
Holly  Springs,  No.  4, 

SIR  KNIGHT  JACOB  PEEBLES,  P.  E.  C, 
Rosalie,  No.  5 — Died  March  10. 

SIR  KNIGHT  E.  J.  GUICE, 
Rosalie,  No.  5 — Died  July  3. 

SIR  KNIGHT  J.  F.  CROSLEY, 
St.  Cyr,  No.  6— Died  March  25, 

SIR  KNIGHT  J.  T.  LAY, 
St.  Cyr,  No.  6 — Died  July  9. 

SIR  KNIGHT  FRANK  QUINN, 
DeMolay,  No.  8. 

SIR  KNIGHT  I.  A.  MOOSER, 

Cyrene,  No.  9 — Died  July  23. 

SIR  KNIGHT  W.  H.  D.  CRAWFORD, 
Ivanhoe,  No.  10. 

SIR  KNIGHT  L.  F.  WEST, 
West  Point,  No.  20— Died  June  27. 


WILLIAM  S.  PATTON, 

Grand  Coumander,  IS'l,    Djep  Jllt  G,  1 
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William  S.  Patton. 

Grand  Master  of  Masons,  1864-1865;  M  .',  Ill .'.  Grand  Master  Grand  Council 
1864-1865;  Grand  High  Priest.  1866,  Grand  Commander,  1871. 


The  Masonic  Fraternity  of  Mississippi,  assisted  by  brethren  elsewhere,  hav- 
ing erected  a  monument  to  Past  Grand  Commander,  Wm.  S.  Patton,  in  Rose 
Hill  cemetery,  the  ceremonies  of  unveiling  took  place  oil  31st  August,  1899.  Af- 
ter Bro.  James  Watts  had  paid  an  earnest  and  eloquent  tribute  to  his  brother 
and  devoted  friend  of  many  years.  Grand  Recorder  J.  L.  Power  delivered  an 
address,  from  which  the  following  extracts  are  taken: 

The  beloved  citizen  and  eminent  Freemason  whose  memory  we  have  today 
assembled  to  honor,  needs  no  marble  shaft  to  perpetuate  his  name  among  the 
ancient  craft  of  Mississippi.  Our  records  attest  his  fervent  zeal  and  tireless  de- 
votion to  the  principles  of  Freemasonry.  These  principles  entered  into  the  web 
and  woof  of  his  very  being;  and,  were  he  consulted,  he  would  have  us  consider 
today  what  Freemasonry  did  for  William  Samuel  Patton,  rather  than  what  he 
did  for  Masonry.  May  we  not  therefore,  speak  somewhat  of  the  institution 
that  he  so  much  loved;  and  will  it  not  be  fitting  to  call  over  the  names  of  those 
who  preceded  him  in  the  government  of  the  craft  in  this  jurisdiction. 


Of  the  fifty-three  who  have  presided  over  the  craft  in  Mississippi  it  has  been 
my  privilege  to  have  personally  known  all  except  nine,  and  to  nave  sustained 
the  relation  of  Grand  Secretary  to  twenty-eight.  This  has  been  a  rare  and  a 
high  privilege  and  it  has  given  me  opportunity  of  fairly  estimating  the  worth  of 
those  who  have  thus  been  preferred  by  the  craft. 

For  more  than  two-score  years  I  have  enjoyed  the  acquaintance  of  Brother 
Wm.  S.  Patton,  and  for  much  of  that  period  I  revered  him  as  one  of  the  great 
lights  of  Masonry  in  our  jurisdiction.  He  was  born  in  Wayne  county.  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  June  20,  1813.  His  grandfather,  Arthur  Patton,  came  from  Ire- 
land, first  settling  in  Pennsylvania,  removing  thence  to  South  Carolina  previous 
to  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  a  rebel  soldier  during  that  struggle,  was 
twi<!e  captured  by  the  Tories  and  condemned  to  death,  but  "escaped.  When 
peace  was  declared  he  removed  to  the  Mississippi  Territory.  His  father.  Dr. 
William  Patton,  was  a  surgeon  in  the  war  of  1812  and  during  the  trouble  with 
the  Creek  Indians,  when  William  was  four  months  old,  he  and  his  mother 
were  placed  in  a  fort  for  protection  from  the  Indians.  They  remained  there,  at 
Fort  ratton,  near  Winchester,  Miss.,  until  peace  was  proclaimed.  As  William 
grew  to  manhood,  he  availed  himself  of  such  instruction  as  those  times  af- 
forded.   At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  attended  LaGrange  College,  Alabama. 

In  183^  he  settled  in  Sumter  county,  Alabama,  and  succeeded  as  a  farmer.  He 
married  Miss  Frances  A.  Webb,  daughter  of  Capt.  S.  S.  Webb,  of  the  war  of 
1812.  We  see  that  he  inherited  a  military  spirit  and  hence  we  are  not  surprised 
to  find  that  he  was  elected  brigadier-general  of  state  troops  in  1843,  holding  the 
office  five  years.  In  1844  he  was  a  representative  in  the  legislature  of  Ala- 
bama. In  1848  he  removed  to  Lauderdale  county,  Mississippi,  and  in  185 1  was 
elected  as  a  union  democrat  to  the  legislature  and  was  chosen  speaker  of  the 
house. 
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Being  of  the  Jackson  school  of  democrats,  he  opposed  secession,  but  when 
the  die  was  cast  and  the  rubicon  crossed  he  joined  the  army  of  resistance. 
Governor  Pettus  called  for  troops,  and  he  promptly  responded  by  raising  a  com- 
pany and  proceeding  to  Corinth.  He  was  elected  colonel  of  the  regiment  then 
organized  which  was  sent  to  Bowling  Green,  Ky.  He  commanded  the  regi- 
ment and  sometimes  the  brigade  until  disbanded  in  1862.  He  then  raised  a 
company  to  serve  for  the  war  which  was  attached  to  the  37th  Mississippi  regi- 
ment. This  command  was  in  the  battje  of  luka  and  the  two-days'  fight  at 
Corinth.  At  the  battle  of  Hatchie  Bridge  he  was  in  command  of  the  regiment, 
also  in  the  skirmish  at  Oxford.  He  was  promoted  from  captain  to  major,  then 
to  lieutenant-colonel.  He  was  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  went  from  there 
to  the  parole  camp  near  Enterprise  and  while  there  was  elected  state  senator 
from  the  counties  of  Lauderdale  and  Newton. 

He  served  in  the  legislature,  while  at  Macon  and  Columbus,  and  at  Jack- 
son in  May,  1865 — the  latter  being  a  session  of  only  a  few  hours.  The  Fed- 
eral flag  was  placed  on  thecapitol  and  the  hint  was  given  that  unless  the  mem- 
bers dispersed  they  might  be  arrested.  Governor  Clarke  had  issued  a  call 
for  a  special  emergency,  and  our  patriotic  brother  raised  another  company  of 
120  men,  which  was  placed  in  a  regiment  of  which  he  was  again  elected  col- 
onel, and  he  was  placed  m  charge  of  all  Mississippi  troops  from  the  coast  to 
the  Tennessee  line,  with  headquarters  in  Meridian.  At  this  place  Colonel  Pat- 
toij  and  his  command  surrendered  in  May,  1865.  He  received  a  compliment- 
ary vote  for  governor  that  year,  his  competitors  being  B.G.  Humphreys  and 
E.  S.  Fisher. 

Colonel  Patton,  like  most  southern  planters,  suffered  much  pecuniary  loss. 
His  possessions,  consisting  of  twelve  frame  houses  with  provisions,  provender, 
wagons,  furniture,  etc.,  were  consumed  by  tire.  Temporary  quarters  were  af- 
terwards provided  and  these  would  have  shared  the  fate  of  the  former  but  for 
the  following  circumstance:  A  federal  captain  entered  the  house  and  in  a 
very  haughty  manner  demanded  of  Mrs.  Patton  the  keys,  which  were  handed 
him.  The  first  drawer  that  he  opened  contained  a  set  of  Masonic  lodge  jew- 
els, which  the  colonel  had  made  out  of  tin  for  an  army  lodge,  together  with 
some  Masonic  cards.  He  took  one  of  the  cards,  locked  the  drawer  and  re- 
turned the  keys,  saying  to  Mrs.  Patton  as  he  did  so,  **I  will,  by  your  permis- 
sion, take  this  card,  and  will  forthwith  order  a  guard  here,  with  instructions 
to  suffer  none  to  molest,  insult  or  take  anything  from'you;  and  should  you 
need  any  aid  or  provisions,  let  me  know  it  personally  or  through  my  guard 
and  your  want  shall  be  attended  to." 

Mrs.  Patton,  in  her  surprise,  asked  an  explanation,  and  the  officer  simply 
said,  "It  is  all  right;  the  colonel  will  understand;  let  me  know  what  you  want.*' 

The  saddest  event  of  the  war  to  our  brother  and  his  family,  was  the  death 
of  his  gallant  son,  Dr.  Wm.  S.  Patton,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Mal- 
vern Hill,  July  ist,  1862. 

Brother  Patton  was  made  a  Mason  on  the  ist  of  April,  1842,  in  Livingston 
Lodge,  No.  41,  Alabama.  He  assisted  in  organizing  Patton  Lodge,  No.  I2q, 
Lauderdale  Springs  and  was  its  first  master;  in  1854,  Patton  Chapter,  at  same 
place.  He  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  in  same  year;  was  made  a  Knight 
Templer  in  Mississippi  Commandery  No,  i  at  Jackson  in  1855;  in  1863  and 
1865  was  elected  Grand  Master  of  Masons;  in  1872,  Grand  Commander  of 
Knights  Templar.  At  the  Triennial  Conclave  Grand  encampment,  in  Balti- 
more,in  1871,  he  was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden  and  had  he  attended  regu- 
larly thereafter  would  no  doubt  have  been  advanced  to  the  highest  station. 

It  may  be  mentioned,  also,  that  his  lodge,  in  1854,  presented  him  a  hand- 
some and  very  costly  gold  jewel,. 

Brother  Patton  closed  his  useful  and  eventful  life  in  the  city  that  he  loved 
so  well,  on  the  5th  of  July,  1889,  age  75  years  and  15  days. 
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Brother  Patton  took  special  interest  in  Capitular  and  Cryptic  Masonry. 
For  many  years  he  prepared  the  foreign  correspondence  reports  for  the  Grand 
Chapter.  He  was  much  opposed  to  the  merger  adopted  in  1877.  On  page  11 
Grand  Council  proceedings  of  that  year  is  this  record:    "On  motion  the  re- 

Port  was  received  and  adopted,  with  but  one  dissenting  vote — Comp.  Wm.  S. 
'atton/'  That  vote  was  against  the  judgment  of  Companions  Howry,  Walter, 
Speed,  Bowen,  Murry,  Paxton,  DeLap,  Brannan,  French,  Barry,  Kimbrough. 
Conley  and  other  devoted  admirers  of  the  cryptic  rite,  but  his  right  hand 
would  have  beeh  raised  in  opposition  to  the  action  then  taken  if  all  the  Ma- 
sonic jurists  in  the  universe  had  been  present  and  voted  for  the  report.  He 
was  spared  long  enough  to  know  that  this  action  was  unanimously  reconsid- 
ered at  the  assembling  of  Grand  Council  in  February,  1889,  but  he  was  not 
permitted  to  witness  or  take  part  in  the  vote,  for  within  a  few  months  there- 
after he  entered  within  the  veil  to  receive  the  wages  of  a  faithful  craftsman. 

Poor  in  this  world's  goods,  rich  in  love  for  Masonry  and  its  votaries,  from 
early  manhood  even  to  his  death  he  had  worn  Masonic  armor  and  kept  it 
bright  with  use.  In  the  darkest  hour  he  never  faltered,  and  when  the  walls 
of  lodge  or  chapter  or  commandery  were  broken  down  he  labored  a  la  Nehe- 
miah  to  restore  them.  He  filled  the  highest  station  in  all  the  Masonic  bodies 
and  discharged  their  duties  well.  Always  faithful  to  the  trust  reposed,  he  fell, 
like  the  Roman  sentinel,  at  his  post  of  duty,  and  his  memory  will  be  ever 
green  in  the  hearts  of  his  brethren. 

In  the  writings  of  Brother  Patton  we  find  many  beautiful  gems  of  thought 
expressed  in  choice  settings.  In  1871  he  thus  closed  his  correspondence  re- 
port to  Grand  Council: 

**Now  that  our  work  for  the  present  is  done,  let  us  remember  that  the  great 
objects  of  our  beloved  order  are  the  restraints  of  improper  desires  and  passions; 
and  the  cultivation  of  an  active  benevolence,  and  the  desire  of  a  correct 
knowledge  of  the  duty  we  owe  to  God,  our  neighbor  and  ourselves.  As  the 
morning  dew  ascends  to  Heaven  rich  with  the  fragrance  of  the  flowers  it  has 
refreshed  and  beautified,  so  may  our  good  deeds  continue  to  ascend  to  Heaven 
laden  with  the  blessings  of  those  upon  whom  we  have  shed  a  ray  of  warm 
and  genial  sunshine.  And  when  the  last  sound  of  the  gravel  shall  be  heard, 
and  those  voices  that  have  so  long  and  so  often  cheered  us  with  their  elo- 
quence shall  be  hushed  in  silence  and  the  secret  vault  forever  closed,  may  we 
be  permitted  to  enter  the  Grand  Council  above  and  with  God  and  angels 
ever  dwell." 

And  now  may  the  blessings  of  Heaven  rest  upon  all  assembled  here  today; 
may  the  tenets  of  Freemasonry  be  impressed  upon  our  hearts  and  bear  fruit 
in  our  lives.  May  brotherly  love  prevail  and  every  moral  and  social  virtue 
cement  us.    Amen.    So  mote  it  be. 


To  the  Grand  Commander^  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  twentieth  annual  report  on  Fraternal  Cor- 
respondence. Its  preparation  has  been  attended  with  some  annoying  inci- 
dents, chief  among  them  being  intense  worry  and  a  constant  strain  of  trouble, 
which  be  accepted  as  sufficient  apology  for  any  imperfections  in  thought  and 
diction  that  may  be  found  in  it.  Quite  a  number  of  the  pamphlets  are  absent, 
but  for  this  I  am  not  responsible.    I  append  a  list  of  those  received: 

Arkansas 1899  Maine 1899 

Arizona --_i898  Montana... 1899 

Connecticut 1899  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  1899 

California 1899  North  Dakota 1898 

Colorado 1899  New  Jersery 1899 

District  of  Columbia 1899  North  Carolina iJ 


Georgia 1899  New  Hampshire i< 

Illinois -- 1899  Nebraska-- 1899 

Indian  Territory 1899  Oregon --1899 

Indiana 1899  Pennsylvania.-- 1899 

Iowa .-- -  1899  South  Dakota.-. 1899 

Kansas 1899  Tennessee 1899 

Kentucky 1899  Texas 1899 

Louisiana 1899  Wisconsin  ___ 1899 

Maryland 1898  West  Virginia ---1899 

Michigan 1899  Wyoming 1899 

Minnesota 1899  Vermont 1899 

Missouri ---1899 

Thirty-five  in  all.    With  these  preliminaries  we  proceed  to  business  and 
take  up: 

ARKANSAS— 1899. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Little  Rock,  April  18. 
There  were  present  R.'.  E.\  Sir  Jesse  M.  Dill,  Grand  Commander;  E.'.  Sir 
Jas.  A.  Henry,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  officers,  except  Grand  Cap- 
tain-General and  Warder,  four  Past  Grand  Commanders,  eight  Past  Emi- 
nent Commanders,  delegates  from  seven  Subordinate  Commanderies  and  fif- 
teen Grand  Representatives,  not  including  ours. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  an  excellent  paper.  His  opening  Is 
elegant  in  diction  and  sublime  in  thought.  We  have  space  for  only  a  part, 
but  would  be  glad  to  clip  it  all. 
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What  peculiar  significance  attaches  to  this  meeting  of  our  Grand  Body  of 
Christian  Knighthood,  representing  and  teaching  the  principles  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  which  are  as  vast  as  humanity,  and  as  enduring  as  eternity— a 
religion  that  has  stood  the  test  of  the  ages  and  the  vicissitudes  of  mankind; 
and  in  her  splendid  and  unparalled  march  through  the  centuries,  has  wit- 
nessed the  destruction  of  the  Holy  City,  the  dismtegration  of  the  Romans 
and  other  mighty  empires.  Yes,  proud  kingdoms,  empires,  republics,  and 
philosophical  systems  have  melted  away  in  her  majestic  presence.  And  just 
as  some  great  rock,  standing  out  in  midocean,  receives  the  shock  of  the  angry 
waves,  and  shatters  and  breaks  their  billows  into  angry  foam,  so  this  reli- 
gion. Sir  Knights,  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  has  stood,  and  will  stand  forever, 
unmoved  and  unshaken,  against  the  awful  shocks  of  infidelity.  The  princi- 
ples of  such  a  religion,  yes,  and  of  this  Order,  must  be  as  imperishable  as  Je- 
sus Christ,  the  Divine  Founder  of  Christianity,  and  will  live  in  unfading 
freshness  forever  and  ever. 

His  visit'itions  were  not  general,  made  no  decisions.  He  reports  his  sub- 
ordinates as  being  generally  pious  at  Easter. 

His  dispensations  were  for  proper  purposes  except  the  first,  which  allowed 
the  Hot  Springs  Commandery  **to  parade  as  an  escort  to  a  company  of  volun- 
teers enroute  to  the  seat  of  war."  This  was  wrong  In  principle  and  grandilo- 
quent in  fact.  The  volunteers  needed  no  escort  and  the  Templars  had  no 
business  to  perform  the  duty  if  they  had  needed  it.  This  sort  of  buncombe  Is 
childish  and  tiresome.  He  makes  appropriate  mention  of  the  Kentucky  dead. 
He  reports  the  Order  as  being  in  a  fairly  prosperous  condition. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  local.  A  banquet  and  toasts  being  one 
of  the  features.  Wonder  in  what  sort  of  liquids  the  toasts  were  drunk  ? 
Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  balance  on  hand  of  $975.79 — which  is  cred- 
itable. A  portrait  of  Grand  Recorder  Henry  adorns  the  pamphlet.  We  say 
"adorns"  not  because  our  brother  is  a  beauty,  he  is  too  old  for  that,  but  be- 
cause the  face  is  the  reflex  of  a  kind,  gentle,  unselfish  and  and  loving  heart. 
Turning  over  a  few  pages  further  we  find  the  minutes  of  a  special  Conclave  of 
the  Grand  Body  called  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  funeral  of  Brother 
Henry,  who  passed  away  but  a  few  days  after  the  close  of  the  Annual  Con- 
clave, in  the  82d  year  of  his  age.  Peace  to  his  ashes,  and  may  God  comfort 
the  bereaved. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Chas.  E.  Rosenbaum  presents  a  very  good  re- 
port covering  thirty-nine  pages  and  reviewng  most  of  the  pamphlets,  ours  for 
'98  among  the  rest.  Being  his  maiden  effort  in  this  field,  he  is  in  chary  of 
covenant,  using  scissors  instead  of  pencil.  His  attention  to  Mississippi  Is 
very  full.  He  quotes  the  "Law  Report"  in  full,  but  without  comment. 
Touching  some  jocular  remarks  of  ours,  he  says: 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  presented  by  Past  Grand  Commander  De- 
Lap,  who  devotes  some  considerable  space  to  our  Proceedings  of  1897,  in 
which  so  much  prominence  was  given  to  copies  of  correspondence  between 
our  Grand  Commander  and  the  Grand  Commander  of  California  healing  an 
alleged  grievance.     We  beg  to  assure  our  good  Frater  that  he  is  mistaken  as 
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to  the  flowing  bowl  having  anything  to  do  with  the  case;  that  Sir  Knight 
Horsfall  had  a  grievance,  or  honestly  believed  he  had,  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion, but  in  losing  his  temper  for  the  moment,  he  must  have  made  a  mistike 
in  the  house,  but  firewater  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  of  that  the  writer  is 
positive.  We  want  to  repeat  what  we  have  said  several  times  before,  that 
entirely  too  much  publicity  was  given  this  slight  incident,  and  we  cannot  see 
for  ourselves  that  there  was  any  occasion  of  bringing  it  before  our  Grand 
Commandery,  to  say  nothing  of  making  it  so  much  a  part  of  the  proceedings. 
This,  however,  was  Grand  Commander  Thornburgh's  conception  of  what 
was  due  the  Grand  Commander  as  a  part  of  the  report  of  his  official  acts,  and 
as  he  is  much  older  in  the  harness  than  the  writer,  we  have  hardly  a  right  to 
criticise  and  do  not  offer  our  remarks  on  this  subject  from  that  standpoint.  It 
is  only  that  little  incident  became  very  much  magnified,  and  a  most  excellent 
and  very  temperate  Frater  supposed  to  be,  if  not  actually  accused  of  being, 
fulFof  **bug  juice,"  when  such  was  not  the  case. 

It  is  all  right.  Brother  Rosenbaum,  and  we  pass.    He  closes  as  follows: 

The  foregoing  review  is  at  the  hands  of  a  novice,  and  the  work  was  done 
at  such  times  as  could  be  spared  from  a  very  active  business  life.  This, 
coupled  with  the  fact  that  the  work  is  such  as  the  writer  has  never  before  at- 
tempted, must  be  the  apology  he  has  to  offer  for  its  lack  of  interest  to  those 
who  value  this  character  of  Templar  information.  The  position  was  thrust 
on  the  writer  against  his  desire  and  judgment,  and  he  regrets  that  he  did  not 
adhere  to  his  first  resolution,  and  not  attempt  a  labor  involving  so  much  re- 
search and  such  able  thought  to  properly  handle. 

In  this  report  there  is  1  know  little  of  interest  to  the  Templar  world,  I 
doubt  if  enough  to  make  it  worth  the  while  to  print,  and  yet  it  is  all  that 
there  has  been  opportunity  for  making. 

I  ask  that  you  treat  it  kindly,  or  at  least  with  forbearance,  for  the  reasons 
given. 

I  regretthat  a  portion  of  the  copy  is  omitted— Tennessee,  Canada,  England, 
and  Wales.  This  was  all  made  up,  but  in  some  manner  was  mislaid  at  the 
last  moment  and  the  Proceedings  held  for  some  days  in  an  effort  to  find  it,  but 
without  avail.  Except  for  the  courtesy  due  these  jurisdictions  there  can  be 
nothing  lost  to  the  readers  by  their  omission,  as  the  review  of  these  was  no 
more  interesting  than  that  of  others. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  D,  1.  Mills  is  Grand  Commander;  E.'.  Sir  Fay  Hempstead, 
Grand  Recorder,  and  R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Chas.  E.  Rosenbaum  is  Correspondent. 


ARIZONA     r898. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  town  of  Globe,  November  16. 
There  were  present  R.*.  E.".  Sir  Rickmer  Nickels  Fredericks,  Grand  Com- 
mander; Sir  Geo.  Jas.  Roskburge,  Grand  Recorder.  Only  one-half  of  the 
Grand  Officers  were  in  attendance — Six  Grand  Representatives  and  Dele- 
gates from  three  Subordinates. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  short  resume  of  an  entirely  unevent- 
ful administration.  He  reports  the  order  in  an  exceptionally  prosperous  condi- 
tion, the  net  gam  being  thirty-seven. 
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The  proceedings  contain  nothing  of  general  interest.  The  finances  are  in  a 
healthly  state.    Total  membership  162. 

The  Grand  Generalissimo  was  necessarily  absent  and  sent  in  a  communi- 
cation stating  the  fact  and  expressed  the  hope  that  his  absence  would  not 
cause  him  to  be  dropped  from  the  line  of  promotion,  but  we  looked  in  vain  for 
his  name  among  the  elected  officers,  which  was  not  pleasant.  Unless  there  is 
something  behind  the  scenes  that  we  wot  not  of,  the  failure  to  comply  with 
the  request  courteously  and  frankly  made  to  supposed  friends  and  brethren 
was  inexcusable  and  ankind. 

Sir  Chas.  D.  Belden  is  the  architect  of  the  Correspondence  report,  in  J^rhlch 
attention  is  paid,  briefly,  in  most  cases,  to  the  doings  of  most  of  the  Tem- 
plar Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1898  among  the  number.  Being  some- 
what disgruntled  and  his  dignity  somewhat  offended,  because  we  suggested 
that  a  drunk  caused  by  Palestine  wine  is  no  less  beastly  than  one  caused  by 
"Jersey  Lightning,"  he  opens  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  on  Correspondence  would  respectfully  report:  In  the  mat- 
ter of  the  "criticism  passed  upon  this  Grand  Commandery,  and  upon  *Phce- 
nix'  Commandery,  No.  3,  by  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  of  Iowa,  at 
its  1897  Conclave,"  we  would  say  that  notwithstanding  the  philanthropic 
mantle  under  which  the  criticism  was  supposed  tp  be  delivered,  we  feel  that 
our  Iowa  correspondent,  as  well  a  few  others  who  have  since  made  similar 
observations  lack  the  advantage  of  the  wonderful  sustaining  force  of  the  high- 
est authority  for  their  expressed  judgment. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  ** Phoenix"  Commandery  drank  to  the  toast  of 
"our  Grand  Master"  at  the  Christmas  Observance,  1895.  The  wine  then 
used  was  a  present  from  an  enthusiastic  friend  of  the  Templar  Order,  and  was 
fresh  from  the  vintage  of  the  grapes  grown  on  the  sacred  hillside  of  Jerusa- 
lem, from  the  vineyards  of  "Patriarcat  Latin  of  Jerusalem,  Palestine." 

This  wine,  at  such  a  time,  associated  us  more  nearly  with  the  birthday  of 
our  Saviour,  the  anniversary  of  which  we  were  celebrating.  It  was  suggest- 
ive to  us  of  many  of  the  scenes  in  His  earthly  career — the  land  in  which  hie 
dwelt,  and  the  city  of  which  He  said,  "O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem;  how  often 
would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together,  as  a  hen  doth  gather  her  brood 
under  her  wings,  and  ye  would  not!"  —Of  sacred  Gethsemane,  where  He  spent 
the  night  in  agony,  and  thrice  repeated  the  memorable  prayer  of  self-devotion, 
"O  My  Father,  if  this  cup  may  not  pass  away  from  me,  except  I  drink  it,  Thy 
will  be  done."— Of  his  many  miracles,  notably  the  making  oi  wine  from  wa- 
ter at  the  marriage  feast  and  the  record  of  which  says:  This  beginning  of 
miracles  did  Jesus  in  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  manifested  forth  His  glory," — and 
more  particularly  the  solemn  incidents  of  the  Last  Supper,  as  related  by  each 
of  the  Evangelists,  of  which  we  quote  Luke  22,  v.  17:  "And  He  took  the 
cup  and  gave  thanks,  and  said:  "Take  this,  and  divide  it  among  your- 
selves,"— V.  20.  "Likewise  also  the  cup  after  supper,  saying  this  cup  is  the 
new  testament  in  my  blood,  which  is  shed  for  you."  And  thus  He  estab- 
lished and  enjoined  upon  His  disciples  the  perpetual  observance  of  the  "Sac- 
rament," which  has  been  sacredly  celebrated  by  all  the  priests  and  prelates  of 
Christendom  as  the  crowning  observance  of  their  faith  in  the  blessed  Eman- 
uel during  the  most  solemn  part  of  public  worship. 

These  and  similar  soul-stirring  sentiments  were  ours  because  of  the  pres- 
ence of  that  wine,  actually  pressed  from  the  grapes  grown  amid  those  hallowed 
scenes.  Nowhere  was  the  Christmas  observance  of  that  year  as  deeply  Im- 
pressive as  with  us,  and  its  memory  lasts  till  to-day. 
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If  our  asylum  had  been  decorated  with  the  flower  of  the  poppy,  culled  from 
plants  grown  on  Syrian  soil,  we  would  likewise  have  felt  the  inspiration,  nor 
should  it  have  been  said  that  we  were  worshiping  with  Morpheus.   • 

Neither  should  it  be  intimated  that  we  were  pandering  to  intemperance  be- 
cause we  partook  of  that  wine.  To  him  who  insists  upon  such  a  declaration 
we  merely  remark,  **honi  soit  qui  maly  pemey 

We  beg  to  suggest  to  our  brother  that  there  is  absolutely  no  concord  be- 
tween alcohol  and  devotion  to  the  Saviour  of  men,  whether  the  tipple  is 
brewed  in  Palestine  or  Kalamazoo,  or  whether  Its  basis  was  grown  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  Jordan  or  on  the  Pacific  slope,  nor  will  **Patriarcat  Latin  of  Jerusa- 
lem, of  Palestine"  grapes,  when  manipulated  according  to  modern  methods, 
produce  any  fluid,  that  entering  a  man's  stomach,  in  sufficient  quanity,  will 
not  drive  out  reverence  for  God,  His  Son,  His  gospel,  and  His  atonement  and 
make  the  partaker  a  beast  instead  of  a  Christian  gentleman.  The  sum  of  the 
whole  matter  is,  that  intoxicants  of  no  kind  or  brewage,  have  any  place  in 
these  Templar  ceremonies. 

Our  irascible  brother  devotes  about  two  pages  to  our  pamphlet  for  ^98. 
Calls  Brother  Thompson's  sermon  **able  and  persuasive,"  quotes  a  part  of  the 
law  report,  endorses  our  style  of  "Memorial  Page,"  and  then  wades  Into  this 
committee  in  the  following  crushing  style: 

The  Correspondence  is  by  Past  Grand  Commander  E.  G.  DeLap,  a  Sir 
Knight  ot  dyspeptic  temperament,  and  who  is  the  only  one  of  the  guild  whose 
vocabulary  includes  epithets  unfit  for  use  in  connection  with  a  dicusslon  of 
Templar  affairs. 

His  first  outbreak  is  because  of  the  bitterness  he  feels  over  Republican  suc- 
cess. Secondly,  he  associates  a  "drunk"  with  the  formal  use  of  any  wine 
even  though  for  ceremonial  and  sentimental  effect.  And,  thirdly,  he  declares 
beforehand  that  "doubtless  some  ass"  will  differ  with  him. 

And  this  Is  his  Knightly  Correspondence  with  Arizona. 

Under  Colorado  he  says  of  a  committee,  composed  of  three  Past  Grand 
Commanders,  who  reported  that  they  "do  not  concur  therein"  as  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi resolutions: 

"We  are  not  very  much  surprised  at  this  action.  Some  people  are  incom- 
petent to  judge  as  to  what  is  or  is  not  for  thfeir  own  interests,  and  that  is  what 
alls  these  people." 

Brother  Orahood  finds  it  necessary  to  say  of  some  former  remarks  that 
"Brother  DeLap  does  not  mean  his  criticism  to  be  as  hard  and  harsh  as  it 
seems." 

Reference  is  made  by  Brother  Anthony,  of  New  York,  to  his,  "unkindly 
criticism,"  but  he  explains  that  he  meant  it  as  a  joke. 

He  censures  Brother  Montgomery,  and  incidentally  his  honored  comrades,  for 
wearing  G.  A.  R.  buttons.  Thinks  the  Law  Committee  of  Illinois  was  dis- 
courteous because  they  did  not  preface  their  non-concurrence  in  the  Missis- 
sippi resolutions  with  a  few  pleasant  words.  Has  an  idea  that  "the  sooner 
the  Grand  Encampment,  the  General  Grand  Chapter  and  General  Grand 
Council  are  abolished  the  better  It  will  be  for  the  three  Orders." 

Now,  as  we  have  already  been  written  down  an  ass,  we  will  probably 
meet  with  the  other  dire  disaster  that  he  siiys  befell  three  of  our  Brother  Cor- 
respondents, and  "Fall  off  the  Christmas  Tree,"  whatever  that  may  mean. 

Brother  DeLap's  method  of  presenting  bouquets  appears  as  awkward  to  us 
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as  a  certain  fellow's  manner  of  showing  affection:    "O,  why  did  he  so  dis- 
semble his  love,  when  he  kicked  me  down  stairs?" 

We  feel  sorry  for  our  brother;  he  certainly  means  well,  but  he  lacks  judg- 
ment. He  says  we  feel  bitter  over  ''Republican  success."  Wrong— if 
Brother  McKinley  runs  for  president  next  year  and  we  are  alive  and  well 
enough,  will  vote  for  him— not  because  we  are  a  Republican,  but  because  he 
suits  us  much  better  than  a  howling,  non  expansion,  non- American  dema- 
gogue. He  also  seems  to  dislike  our  general  style  and  manner  of  express- 
ing ourselves  and  doesn't  appear  to  catch  the  meaning  of  some  of  our  sim- 
plest expressions,  and  tries  to  array  the  G.  A.  R.  against  us  because  we  object 
to  the  display  of  emblems  that  recall  the  horrors  of  a  family  quarrel.  We 
were  a  private  in  Grant's  army  at  Vicksburg,  and  have  a  perfect  right  to  say 
what  we  please  and  shall  continue  to  exercise  the  right  as  long  as  we  live. 

The  Spanish  war  obliterated  sectionalism,  except  from  the  hearts  of  a  few 
fools.  North  and  South,  who  would  sell  their  country  or  their  Saviour  for 
the  gratification  of  their  own  hate.  This  sort  of  cattle  are  only  fit  for  hell, 
no  matter  where  they  live — North  «r  South.  If  the  above  is  not  sufficiently 
plain  to  our  brother,  we  shall  have  to  give  up  trying  to  use  language  suitable 
to  his  capacity. 

R.'.  E.'.  Prosper  P.  Parker  is  Qrand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  before. 


CONNECTICUT-1899. 

The  Seventy-second  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  New  London,  March 
21.'  There  were  present  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Wm,  E.  Withey.  Grand  Commander; 
R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Eli  C.  Birdsey,  Grand  Recorder,  all  the  balance  of  the  staff  ex- 
cept the  Grand  Senior  Warden  and  Sword  Bearer,  fourteen  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders, a  multitude  of  Past  Commanders,  twenty-six  Grand  Representa- 
tives, including  Brother  Mix,  from  Mississippi,  and  Representatives  from 
eleven  Subordinate  Commanderies.  (We  note  with  pleasure  the  presence  of 
a  member  of  the  DeLap  family  in  the  person  of  E.*.  C.'.  Geo.  N.  DeLap,  of 
Washington,  No.  i.) 

Our  good  Brother  Rugg,  of  Massachusetts,  Grand  Captain-General  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  and  Grand  Treasurer  Lines,  of  the  same  body,  were  re- 
ceived with  the  honors  due  to  their  personal  worth  and  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ing Body  whose  representatives  they  were. 

The  address  is  an  elegant  business  paper  and  is  an  epitome  of  a  successful 
and  creditable  administration.  A  good  picture  of  its  author  makes  an  admira- 
ble frontispiece  to  the  pamphlet.     A  handsome,  genial  and  pleasant  face. 

He  issued  the  usual  number  of  dispensations,  but  for  proper  purposes. 

They  have,  in  Connecticut,  what  they  have  labeled — the  "Masonic  Charity 
Foundation  of  Connecticut,"  a  cognomen  that  strikes  us  as  being  somewhat 
unique.     We  hnve  here  such  organizations  as  '*The  Weary  Pilgrims,"  "The 
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Sons  and  Daughters  of  Charity"  and  such  like,  but  these  are  among  our  col- 
ored people.    It  is  all  right,  though. 

He  closes  his  address,  which  is  exceptionally  brief,  in  the  beautiful  and 
flowing  language  of  Isaiah:  "For  ye  shall  go  out  with  joy  and  be  led  forth 
with  peace;  the  mountains  and  the  hills  shall  break  forth  before  you  into  sing- 
ing and  all  the  trees  of  the  fields  shall  clap  their  hands.  Instead  of  the  thorn 
shall  come  up  the  fir  tree,  and  Instead  of  the  briar  shall  come  up  the  myrtle 
tree,  and  it  shall  be  to  the  Lord  for  a  name,  for  an  everlasting  sign  that  shall 
not  be  cutoff." 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  of  local  interest.    Total  membership, 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Neariy  sixty  pages  of  the  pamphlet  are  occupied  by  our  good  brother,  Hugh 
Sterling,  in  this  really  good  report.  Forty-five  Templar  Legislatures  are  cour- 
teously but  briefly  considered,  among  them  Mississippi  for  1898,  coming  in 
for  full  and  pleasant  attention.  There  are  many  good  things  in  this  report, 
but  we  feel  too  badly  to  give  them  the  attention  our  esteem  for  their  author  and 
their  own  excellencies  demand. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Wm.  E.  Risley  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  hefore. 


COLORADO— 1899. 

The  Twenty-fourth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Denver,  Sep- 
tember 23,  Present,  R.\  E.'.  Jno.  M.  Maxwell,  Grand  Commander,  all  the 
other  Grand  Officers,  Representatives  from  twenty-three  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies,  eleven  Past  Grand  Commanders  and  twenty-three  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives, including  ours.  Brother  Burnard. 

The  address  is  a  well- written  business  paper.  We  clip  the  following  from 
his  opening: 

The  Intervening  time,  since  our  last  Annual  Conclave,  has  been  fraught 
with  momentous  events  to  our  beloved  country. 

Through  the  brilliant  achievements  of  our  gallant  army  and  navy,  the 
Spanish  war  has  been  brought  to  a  glorious  close  by  treaty  of  peace  with 
Spain,  additional  and  grave  responsibilities  have  been  assumed  and  additional 
territory  acquired,  whether  for  better  or  for  worse  will  only  be  determined  by 
the  wisdom  and  patriotism  displayed  by  those  administering  the  affairs  of  our 
government. 

Whatever  opinions  we  may  entertiin  as  to  **expansion"  or  ^'imperialism," 
let  us  not  be  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  we  are  American  citizens,  bound  by 
the  duties  of  citizenship  and  patriotism  to  support  and  maintain  the  govern- 
ment and  flag  of  our  country  whenever  and  wherever  the  same  may  be 
erected  or  displayed,  and  he  who  falls  short  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  he 
who  gives  aid,  support  or  encuuragement  to  the  enemy  in  time  of  war,  is  a 
traitor  to  his  country. 

Within  the  week  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  welcoming  back  to  our  state 
the  brave  heroes  of  the  First  Colorado  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  with  them  a 
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number  of  Sir  Knights  of  our  Order,  whose  heroic  gallantry  on  the  "firing 
line"  at  Manila,  Paranaque,  Guadalupe  Hill  and  Las  Pinas  has  shed  a  luster 
upon  our  State  which  time  will  never  efface. 

The  "opinion*'  of  all  real  patriots  is  that  it  is  our  duty  as  a  nation,  to  hold 
fast  to  what  we  have  and  get  as  much  more  as  possible. 

Proper  mention  is  made  of  the  fraternal  dead  and  just  tribute  paid  to  their 
memory  and  worth.  His  dispensations  were  wise  and  proper.  His  decisions 
were  connected  with  voluntary  non-affiiliation  and  the  action  at  Pittsburg  and 
are  correct. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  local.  Order  in  good  condition.  Total 
membership  not  given. 

Forty-three  Grand  Jurisdictions  have  careful  and  courteous  attention  at  the 
hands  of  our  old  and  valued  friend  and  brother,  Orahood,  in  a  correspond- 
ence report  covering  sixty-odd  pages. 

Brother  Orahood's  attention  to  Mississippi  is  full  and  kind.  He  quotes  the 
committee's  squib  in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Colorado  Law  Committee, 
and  remarks:  **Sir  Knights  Peabody,  McGaffey  and  Rowan,  in  this  Jurisdic- 
tion, will  not  be  classed  as  an  *aggregation  of  incapacity.'  "  Certainly  they 
will  not,  Brother  Orahood,  nor  will  they  be  so  classed  elsewhere,  and  we  desire 
to  apologize  for  our  unfortunate  expression,  which  we  did  not  at  all  mean 
in  the  harsh  sense  in  which  the  cold  types  make  it  appear.  In  our  plain  and 
outspoken  criticisms  it  is  our  desire  never  to  say  a  word  that  will  wound, 
and  where  we  have,  inadvertently,  done  so,  we  beg  pardon. 

Brother  Orahood  still  adheres  to  his  old  way  of  saying  nothing  himself  but 
using  the  scissors  and  paste  unsparingly.  This  is  wrong  and  he  ought  to 
mend  his  ways. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Harry  H.  Lee  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Ed  Parmalee,  Grand 
Recorder,  and  Brother  Harper  M.  Orahood,  Correspondent. 


CALIFORNIA— 1899. 

The  Forty-first  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Sacramento,  April  20, 
There  were  in  attendance  R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Robt.  M.  Powers,  Grand  Commander; 
E.*.  Sir  Wm.  A,  Davies,  Grand  Recorder,  a\(  the  other  Grand  Oificers,  thir- 
teen Past  Grand  Commanders,  twenty  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates 
from  thirty-four  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

To  show  on  what  a  magnificent  scale  they  do  things  in  the  "Golden  State" 
we  clip  the  following: 

The  Grand  Officers  assembled  at  the  Golden  Eagle  Hotel,  whence  they 
were  escorted  by  Los  Angeles  Commandery,  No.  9,  who  had  made  the  pilgrimage 
of  600  miles  as  the  special  escort  of  Grand  Commander  Robert  M.  Powers,  to 
the  Annual  and  Department  Conclaves  held  in  the  city  of  Sacramento,  to  the 
Asylum  of  Sacramento  Commandery,  No.  2. 

The  M.'.E.'. Reuben  Henry  Lloyd,  Grand  Master  Grand  Encampment,  was 
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received  with  appropriate  honors.  The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander 
covers  fifty-six  pages  of  the  pamphlet,  and  i3  a  complete  and  well-written 
resume  of  a  very  creditable  and  successful  administration.  We  clip  a  part  of 
his  "opening  chorus"  in  reference  to  our  late  scrimmage  with  the»Dons. 

When  this  Grand  Body  was  in  session  a  year  ago,  a  feeling  of  apprehen- 
sion pervaded  the  country.  After  the  treacherous  destruction  of  the  noble 
battleship  "Maine,"  in  the  harbor  of  Havana,  entailing  the  loss  260  gallant 
American  sailors,  it  was  apparent  that  war  was  inevitaole. 

War  is  always  to  be  dreaded,  not  alone  for  the  misery  and  suffering  re- 
sulting to  those  directly  engaged  and  their  families,  but  for  the  uncertainty 
and  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  best  and  ablest  men  as  to  the  ultimate  outcome 
of  an  appeal  to  arms. 

One  year  ago  to-day  the  president  signed  the  resolution  of  congress  de- 
claring a  state  of  war  with  Spain. 

The  ready  and  enthusiastic  reponse  to  the  call  for  troops  from  all  parts  of 
the  country.  North  and  South,  dispelled  the  prevailing  gloom  and  aroused  the 
patriotic  impulses  of  the  nation  to  the  highest  pitch. 

From  that  eventful  May  morning  when  the  cables  flashed  the  news  of 
Dewey's  magnificent  victory  in  the  bay  of  Manila,  until  the  destruction  of 
Admiral  Cervera's  fleet  at  Santiago,  on  July  3,  the  course  of  events  pointed 
to  but  one  conclusion. 

During  those  three  eventful  months  the  navy  of  a  recognized  sea  power 
was  annihilated,  the  map  of  the  world  was  changed,  and  our  country  emerged 
from  a  position  of  comparative  obscurity  to  a  place  among  the  great  nations  of 
the  earth. 

These  events  are  matters  of  recent  history  and  familiar  to  you  all,  and  I 
mention  them  only  to  show  that  in  this  record-making  epoch  our  fraters, 
whether  on  land  or  sea,  nobly  performed  their  part,  adding  greater  lustre  and 
greater  meaning  to  the  term  "American." 

We  had  gallant  Sir  Knight  McArthur  at  Manila,  Sir  Knights  Gobin 
and  Moulton  in  Cuba,  and  at  the  front,  on  the- fighting  line  at  San  Juan 
Hill  and  El  Caney,  could  be  found  the  modern  Coeur  de  Lion,  our  honored 
f rater,  "Fighting  Joe"  Wheeler. 

But,  as  Knights  Templar  and  as  citizens  of  this  great  republic,  we  recog- 
nize one  grand^  central  figure,  who  had  previously  proven  himself  a  patriot, 
soldier  and  stamless  statesman,  and  who  whether  in  the  field  or  in  the  forum, 
on  the  bench  or  at  the  bar,  has  always  manifested  that  unselfish  devotion 
to  duty  which  touches  the  heart  and  rouses  the  enthusiasm  of  the  American 
people. 

He  stands  before  us  to-day  a  magnificent  personality,  high  upon  the  great 
pedestal  of  popular  approval,  a  typical  American  of  heroic  mold,  our  honored 
and  esteemed  frater,  Sir  Knight  Wm.  McKinley,  President  of  the  United 
States. 

His  dispensations  were  all  for  proper  purposes.  Our  only  objection  is  to 
the  use  of  the  word  "pilgrimage"  when  applied  to  the  visit  of  one  Command- 
ery  to  another;  it  is  a  misnomer.  His  decisions  were  in  accord  with  the  laws 
of  that  jurisdiction  and  those  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  His  visitations 
were  above  the  average  in  number.  Our  old  friend,  Grand  Recorder  Cas- 
well, resigned  his  office  after  twenty-one  years  of  faithful  and  efficient  service, 
and  Past  Grand  Commander  Davies  was  appointed  in  his  stead.  Our  good 
brother,  Davies,  will  have  to  get  up  early  if  he  fills  the  place  of  Brother  Cas- 
well, but  we  doubt  not  he  is  equal  to  the  emergency. 
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The  address,  though  so  long,  contains  but  little  of  interest  to  outsiders, 
treating,  as  it  does,  almost  entirely  of  local  matters. 

From  the  Grand  Recorder's  report  we  learn  that  the  gains  in  the  Subordi- 
nates amounted  to  225,  affect  by  losses— 161,  leaving  a  net  gain  of  sixty-four. 

Our  California  brethren  are  somewhat  improvident,  as  they  seem  to  have 
gone  in  debt  in  order  to  meet  the  extravagant  expenses  necessary  to  carry  out 
their  famous  hospitalities  at  the  Grand  Encampment  and  their  "Department 
Conclaves.*'  However  all  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  our  business,  of 
course.  Notwithstanding  their  princely  manner  of  doing  things,  their  assets 
exceed  their  liabilities  by  $14,650.64,  so  they  are  hardly  bankrupt  yet. 

We  copy  the  report  of  the  Deputy  Grand  Commander  on  a  subject  of  in- 
terest to  all  patricfts  and  especially  so  to  our  section  of  our  common  country: 

T{ight  Eminent  Sir : — In  reference  to  your  Special  Orders  No,  3,  of  date  of 
Marcli  2,  1899,  i  now  make  the  following  report : 

The  remains  of  our  beloved  Prater  R.'.  E.\  Sir  William  C.  Smith,  Past 
Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee  and  late  Colonel  of  the  First  Tennessee  Infantry,  U.  S.  V., 
arrived  in  San  Francisco  from  Manila  on  the  United  States  Transport  Scandia 
April  7,  accompanied  by  his  son,  Geo.  J.  Smith,  Sergeant- Major  of  the  same 
regiment. 

On  arrival  I  consulted  the  son's  wishes  regarding  his  length  of  stay  here 
and  the  honors  our  Grand  Body  would  like  to  extend,  and  being  informed  he 
would  remain  here  until  Wednesday,  April  12,  and  would  be  very  much  pleased 
to  have  the  Grand  Commandery  take  charge  and  do  as  we  wished,  I,  there- 
fore having  got  permission  from  the  United  States  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment, had  the  remains  placed  in  the  care  of  an  undertaker,  who  is  a  Templar. 
I  set  the  funeral  obsequies  for  Wednesday,  April  12,  at  3  P.  M.,  at  King  Sol- 
omon Hall,  Masonic  Temple,  notifying  the  following  Commanderles :  Cali- 
fornia, No.  1,  Oakland,  No.  11.  and  Golden  Gate,  No.  16;  also  General  Bab- 
cock,  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  A.,  Commanding  Department  of  the  Pacific, 
and  Brigadier-General  R.  H.  Warfield,  Commanding  National  Guard  of  Cal- 
ifornia. 1  app(3inted  Rev.  and  Sir  Knight  A.  N.  Carson,  Prelate  of  Golden 
Gate  Commandery  No.  16,  and  who  is  a  Tennesseean,  to  act  as  Grand  Pre- 
late, and  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  F.  W.Sumner;  P.  G.  C,  to  act  as  Grand  Captain- 
General,  and  arranged  with  Sir  S.  D.  Mayer,  Grand  Organist,  in  regard  to 
the  music;  also  with  Sir  Knight  Samuel  M.  Shnrtridge  to  deliver  the  eulogv. 

The  services  were  held  yesterday,  according  to  program,  and  were,  through- 
out, most  solemn  and  impressive,  I  using  that  portion  of  our  burial  service 
appropriate  to  the  Asylum.  Sir  Knight  Shortridge's  remarks  were  very 
touching  ard  delivered  in  a  most  masterly  manner,  bringing  tears  to  the  eyes 
of  many.  The  hall  was  filled  to  overflowing  by  Templars  and  friends,  the 
number  of  Templars  participating  being  as  follows :  Grand  and  Past  Grand 
Officers,  8;  Past  Commanders,  10;  California,  No.  i,  66;  Oakland^  No.  ti, 
25;   Golden. Gate,  No.  16,  58;  total,  167. 

After  the  services  the  escort  was  from  the  Temple  to  the  Ferry  Depot,  and 
in  addition  to  the  Templars,  was  participated  in  by  the  following :  Headed 
by  a  platoon  of  thirty  police  and  the  band  of  the  Fourth  United  Stites  Cav- 
alry mounted;  Troops  B.  and  M.  Fourth  United  States  Cavalry;  Troop  A. 
and  the  Second  Brigade  Signal  Corps,  N.  G.  C,  and  Companies  E.  and  1., 
Twenty-fourth  Uniled  States  Infantry,  colored. 

In  selecting  pall-bearers  1  took  two  from  each  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
and  Subordinate  Commanderles,  Military  and  Confederate  Veterans.     I  del- 
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egated  Oakland  Commandery,  No.  11,  to  act  as  special  escort  from  San  Fran- 
cisco to  Oakland. 

Sergeant  George  J.  Smith  was  very  grateful  for  the  honor  shown  to  the 
memory  of  his  father,  and  expressed  himself  very  feelingly  to  me,  and  I  see 
he  has  also  published  a  letter  In  the  daily  press  in  acknowledgment  of  the 
many  courtesies  received  while  in  San  Francisco. 

Very  Courteously  Yours, 
John  F.  Merrill,  D^a^'  Grand  Commander. 

The  bulk  of  the  proceedings  were  routine  and  confined  to  matters  of  local 
import. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Davies  is  again  the  author  of  the  report  on  Cor- 
respondence, at  least  we  presume  he  is,  although  it  is  submitted  by  the  entire 
committee.  It  carefully  digests  the  proceedings  of  forty-four  Templar  Grand 
Bodies  ana  covers  122  pages  and  is  good,  as  usual,  from  start  to  fmish.  Our 
brother^s  report  is  a  perfect  library  of  useful  Templar  knovvledge  and  is  sur- 
passed in  excellence  by  no  other  in  all  the  forty-four.  Hte  review  of  Missis- 
sippi for  '98  Is  very  full,  an  epitome,  in  fact,  of  the  entire  doings  of  the  ses- 
sion. 

His  attention  to  our  report  is  pleasant  and  kind  albeit  he  thinks  "our  frater 
a  trifle  sensitive  on  the  least  approach  to  political  questions  in  a  Masonic  ad- 
dress, and  as  the  following  will  attest,  he  is  inclined  to  be  uncharitable  in  his 
expressions  at  an  offense  of  that  character.  Under  Arizona  he  evidently 
found  what  he  was  looking  for,  and  in  plain  United  States  he  says:'*   Not  a 

bit  of  it  Brother  W ,  we  are  not  uncharitable,  neither  do  we  seriously 

object  to  an  occasional  reference  to  political  matters  or  to  distinguished  politi- 
cians either  in  Templar  literature  or  the  proceedings  in  its  governing  bodies. 
On  the  contrary,  we  are  not  guiltless  of  the  same  offense.  The  true  solution 
of  the  animus  of  our  attack  on  Arizona  is  found  in  our  earnest  desire  to  get  up 
some  sort  of  a  scrimmage,  and  not  because  we  really  objected  to  what  we 
seemed  to  condemn.  Although  a  Democrat,  we  are  a  warm  admirer  of  Presi- 
dent McKinley,  and  if  spared,  will  support  him  for  re-election  against  any 
traitorous  Democrat  or  treasonable  Republican  that  may  be  put  up  by  lovers 
of  Malay  pirates  and  howlers  about  the  "Declaration  of  Independence,*'  and 
all  such  "rot"  as  that. 

Brother  William  closes  his  admirable  report  as  follows : 

The  Templar  year  just  passed  has  been  an  unusually  quiet  one.  No  disa- 
greeable question  has  been  propounded  and  consequently  no  intemperate  dis- 
cussions provoked.  We  have  been  abundantly  favored  m  the  preservation  of 
our  official  circle  from  the  approaches  of  the  Grim  Tyrant,  and  as  members  of 
this  Christiaa  Order  of  Knighthood  should  return  thanks  to  the  Supreme 
Ruler  of  the  Universe  for  these  and  all  other  blessings  received  at  his  hands. 

Since  the  last  Conclave  our  Masonic  Senate,  in  session  at  the  good  city  of 
Pittsburg,  has  concluded  the  revision  of  our  Constitution  and  Code  of  Stat- 
utes—settling beyond  contention  the  most  important  questions  before  the 
Order  of  Knights  Templar  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century — dependent  mem- 
bership and  non-affiliation — and  we  look  forward  to  the  coming  quarter  for  a 
vindication  of  those  important  factors  in  the  progress  of  American  Templar- 
ism. 
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As  In  duty  bound  and  with  bowed  heads,  we  drop  our  sprig  of  acacia  in 
memory  of  our  departed  fraters  of  other  jurisdictions;  and  although  we  would 
not  discriminate  among  those  whose  lives  have  been  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  Knights  Templar  wherever  domiciled,  we  would  not  forget  our  friend  and 
frater  Sir  Enoch  Terry  Carson.    God  give  him  rest. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Jno.  F.  Merrill  is  Grand  Commander;  R.\  E.'.  Sir  Wm.  A. 

« 

Davies,  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA— 189Q. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Washington,  May  8. 
Present:  R.'.  E.\  Eldred  G.  Davis,  Grand  Commander,  Sir  A.  W.  John- 
son, Grand  Recorder,  three  Past  Grand  Commanders,  thirty-four  Grand  Rep- 
resentatives, and  Delegates  from  five  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  is  a  well-written  epitome  of  a  successful  administration,  but  is 
confined  to  matters  of  local  import.    We  copy  his  opening. 

To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  ^District  of  Columbia  : 

Sir  Knights  :  With  a  heart  full  of  gratitude  to  Him  who  doeth  all  things 
well,  for  the  many  blessings  which  He  has  permitted  us  to  enjoy  during  the 
past  year,  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  extend  to  you  a  cordial. and  a  knightly 
welcome  to  this  our  Fourth  Annual  Conclave,  and  to  its  labors  and  respon- 
sibilities. 

Another  year  has  been  added  to  those  that  have  passed.  The  record  has 
been  made  up,  the  books  are  closed,  and  while  we  cannot  change  that  record, 
let  each  of  us,  on  this,  the  threshold  of  another  Templar  year,  resolve  that 
we  will,  by  precept  and  example,  do  all  in  our  power  to  maintain  the  proud 
position  which  our  Order  now  holds  in  the  estimation  of  the  world. 

"Honor  and  shame  from  no  condition  rise; 
Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies." 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail  through- 
out our  jurisdiction,  and  most  cordial  and  fraternal  relations  and  good  fellow- 
ship exist  between  the  several  Commanderies. 

Our  relations  with  sister  Grand  Commanderies  of  the  several  States  and 
Territories  are  of  the  most  pleasant  and  fraternal  character,  and  this  young 
Grand  Commandery  has  been  greatly  encouraged  by  their  many  kind  com- 
plimentary comments. 

The  past  year  has  been  ;<n  eventful  one  in  the  history  of  our  country. 
Great  and  important  questions  have  arisen,  and  been  satisfactorily  settled;  a 
mighty  war  has  been  prosecuted  to  a  successful  termination ;  a  proud  nation 
has  been  humiliated  and  taught  to  respect  the  American  flag;  while  liberty- 
loving  people  everywhere  look  upon  us  with  admiration  and  respect  as  exem- 
plars and  defenders  of  the  great  principles  of  liberty  and  self-government  for 
which  our  forefathers  fought  and  of  which  our  country  Is  the  only  true  ex- 
ponent. ^ 

Appropriate  mention  is  made  of  the  worth  and  merit  of  the  Kentucky  dead. 

He  visited  all  his  Subordinate  Commanderies,  made  one  decision  and  is- 
sued quite  a  number  of  dispensations  for  proper  purposes  and  refused  two  or 
three  for  good  reasons. 


FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE.  57 

The  proceedings  were  of  local  interest.  Total  membership  1,481— a  gain  of 
14.    Finances  in  good  shape,  Order  growing. 

A  short  report  on  Correspondence  was  submitted  by  Sir  Geo.  H.  Walker  in 
which  Mississippi  for  '98  gets  about  eight  lines— three  more  than  North  Car- 
olina. 

R.\  E.'.  Sir  Wm.  T.  Gulliher  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  A.  W.  Johnson, 
Grand  Recorder. 


GEORGIA— 1899, 

The  Thirty-eighth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Augusta,  May  3  and  4. 
There  were  in  attendance  R.\  E.'.  Sir  A-  W.  Walton,  Grand  Commander; 
R.'.  E.'.Sir  W.  S.  Rockwell,  Grand  Secretary;  seven  Past  Grand  Command- 
ers ;  one  Past  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  a  goodly  list  of  Past  Eminent 
Commanders,  nineteen  Grand  Representatives,  and  delegates  from  ten  Subor- 
dinates. 

The  "'address'*  is  quite  lengthy,  much  space  being  occupied  by  an  account 
of  his  official  visitations,  which  were  quite  general  and,  no  doubt,  were  pro- 
ductive of  good  results.    "We  clip  a  few  lines  from  his  "prologue." 

The  year  just  passed  has  witnessed  the  terrors  of  battle  brought  about 
through  the  treachery  and  heartlessness  of  a  nation,  who  for  centuries  has 
l>een  noted  for  cruelty  and  oppression  against  a  weak  people  striving  to  gain 
their  God-given  liberty,  which  all  laws,  human  and  Divine,  vouchsafe  to 
mankind. 

Our  Christian  nation,  filled  with  the  spirit  of  freedom  and  justice,  could  no 
longer  witness  the  scenes  of  cruelty  that  were  being  dailv  enacted  almost 
vvithin  the  borders  of  our  liberty-loving  land,  so  prepared  for  the  conflict  of 
battle.  Armed  in  the  cause  of  justice,  and  with  the  help  of  God  on  our  side, 
our  army  and  navy  gained  victory  after  victory,  until  the  haughty  tyrants 
were  driven  from  our  shores,  and  the  flag  of  Spain— that  emblem  of  cruelty 
and  oppression — ^will  no  longer  float  in  guff  breeze  of  our  western  hemisphere. 
While  we  as  an  Order  have  not  been  called  upon  to  draw  our  swords  in  battle, 
yet  I  feel  that  as  a  representative  of  the  highest  principles  of  "Christianity,  we 
ought  to  be  devoutly  thankful  that  our  cause  has  won  so  great  a  victory,  and 
that  we,  as  Christian  Knights,  should  continue  the  war  against  all  the  evils 
that  tend  to  debase  mankind,  and  ever  strive  to  achieve  that  end  which  will 
give  us  the  victory  over  the  evils  and  temptations  that  constantly  surround  us. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  "we,  as  an  Order,"  may  ''not  be  called  upon  to  draw 
swords  in  battle,"  because  the  probabilities  are  that  we  will  do  more  carnage 
in  our  own  ranks  than  anywhere  else ! 

Proper  mention  Is  made  of  those  who  have  fought  the  fight  of  life,  finished 
their  course,  and  passed  to  "The  Great  Beyond." 

The  R.'.  E.'.  Commander  seems  to  think  that  the  fun  and  frolic  peculiar  to 
the  esoteric  work  of  the  "Shrine"  are  hurtful  to  the  Order  of  Templary,  and 
its  meetings  should  not  be  held  at  the  same  time  and  place  as  the  Grand  Bod- 
ies, etc.,  in  none  of  which  we  concur  in  the  remotest  sense. 

A  little  nonsense  now  and  then 
Is  relished  by  the  best  of  men, 
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and  if  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  are  so  weak  and  puny  that  they  can't  allow 
their  members  a  little  amusement  after  journeying  over  the  burning  sands  of 
the  desert  of  Sarah  Ann,  coupled  with  the  condiments  and  spices  of  inclined 
planes  and  rapid  coasting,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  order  is  too  trifling 
to  live  and  had  better  sell  out  and  let  the  Shrine  take  its  place. 

He  pays  just  tribute  of  praise  to  Correspondent  Roland  B.  Hall  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

Our  very  able  Correspondent,  V.*.  E.'.  Sir  Roland  B.  "Hall,  has  com- 
pleted his  work  for  the  past  year,  and  has  given  us  loo  pages  of  clear  cut 
reading  matter,  which  all  students  of  Templar  Masonry  will  find  very  useful 
and  interesting.  We  are  fortunate  in  having  one  so  eminently  qualified  to 
fill  this  important  office.  For  eleven  years  he  has  devoted  his  time  and  tal- 
ents to  this  work,  which  he  has  brought  up  to  a  standard  of  efficiency  not 
excelled  by  any  in  other  Jurisdictions.  I  most  heartily  commend  his  work, 
iind  urge  a  careful  perusal  of  the  same  by  each  Sir  Knight  present. 

We  are  glad  to  see  this  meed  of  praise  so  justly  bestowed,  but  there  is  no 
apparent  danger  of  the  spreading  or  becoming  epidemic. 

Regarding  the  "Shrine'*  matter,  the  committee  on  Grand  Commander's 
address  make  the  following  deliverance: 

The  recommendations  of  the  Grand  Commander  in  reference  to  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  we  leave  to  the  consideration  of  the 
members  of  that  Order  connected  with  this  Commandery.  The  matter  being 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Commandery  to  give  any  direction  In 
the  premises. 

Which  shows  that  the  committee  has  **lucid  intervals!"  There  is  no  incom- 
patibility between  a  good  Templar  and  a  live  Shrlner. 

We  copy  the  report  of  Finance  Committee  in  full,  to  show  that  there  is 
nothing  small  about  Georgia  Templars— except  their  bank  account-  Here  it  is: 

Your  Finance  Committee  beg  to  report  that  we  find  the  books  and  accounts 
of  the  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer  are  correct. 

We  find  the  GYand  Commandery  to  be  in  good  condition  financially,  from 
the  reports  of  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer,  and  that  there  is  a  bal- 
ance o.n  hand  of  $642.64. 

We* recommend  that  the  salary  of  the  Grand  Recorder  be  fixed  at  $350; 
Grand  Treasurer,  $50;  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  |2oo  and 
expenses ;  that  $25  be  paid  to  the  Captain  of  the  Guard,  and  the  usual  appro- 
priation of  $100  for  music  for  the  next  Grand  Conclave. 

We  commend  this  report  to  the  careful  consideration  of  those  members  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  who  opposed  the  increase  of  Grand  Secretiry's  salary  from 
$800  to  $1,000,  under  an  annual  income  of  over  $6,000 !  Our  Brother  Burkitt 
is  the  '*Bell  Wether"  of  these  sticklers  for  economy  that  has  reached  the  level 
of  niggardliness. 

Our  good  friend.  Sir  Roland  B.  Hall,  presented  his  eleventh  annual  report 
as  Correspondent,  in  which  he  digests  the  transactions  of  forty  Templar  I-eg- 
islatures  in  his  customary  entertaining  and  courteous  style — Mississippi  for 
1898  among  the  number.     Brother  Hall's  review  of  Mississippi  is  full,  and, 


FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE.  59 

while  not  endorsing  all  our  deliverances,  is  yet  full  and  fraternal.    Anent 
the  Law  Report : 

We  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law.  We 
give  it  entire,  as  to  emasculate  any  portion  would  destroy  .its  import.  The 
committee  takes  this  occasion  to  give  the  Grand  Encampment  a  rap.  In  this 
instance  we  think  the  law  of  the  Grand  Encampment  is  correct.  The  four 
Templars  who  voted  blanks  were  not  denied  the  privilege  of  voting.  By  cast- 
ing blanks  they  manifested  both  indifference  and  acquiescence  in  the  result, 
whatever  it  might  be.  Then,  too,  we  hold  that  a  Sir  Knight  who  has  not  the 
manhood  to  say  yes  or  no,  and  express  a  preference,  but  takes  refuge  under  a 
blank  ballot,  is  himself  but  a  blank,  and  unworthy  to  be  considered  in  any 
other  capacity.    But  here  Is  the  report. 

Of  this  committee  he  says  : 

Brother  DeLap  accuses  us  of  holding  our  light  under  a  bushel,  and  criti- 
cises us  for  not  being  more  bellicose.  We  essayed  to  enter  the  lists  with 
Brother  DeLap,  in  regard  to  the  action  of  Mississippi,  but  the  moment  we 
showed  our  head  he  hit  us  a  whack.     Discretion  is  the  better  part  of  valor. 

We  won't  do  it  again,  brother  ;  so  cut  loose  and  wake  the  echoes — they 
need  it ! 
He  closes  as  follows : 

Pleasure,  Privilege  and  Duty  are  emphasized  in  writing  these  two  words — 
**lheend."  Pleasure  without  alloy  has  been  our's  to  partake  of  the  rich 
feasts  of  wit  and  wisdom  so  temptingly  spread  by  the  bright  and  learned 
"Corps  of  Correspondents'* — a  privilege  accorded  out  few.  Duty,  perhaps, 
should  have  led  to  an  earlier  recording  of  those  words  which  stand  at  the 
close  of  all  things  earthly.  But  we  have  lingered,  loath  to  part  with  those 
from  whom  we  learn  so  much.  Imperfect  though  our  work  be,  we  bespeak 
for  it  that  favorable  reception  accorded  former  efforts  by  our  home  f raters,  and 
from  our  fraters  of  the  "pencil  and  scissors"  their  lenient  criticism. 

Total  membership,  737— a  gain  of  nine. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Julius  L.  Brown  is  Grand  Commander.  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  before. 


ILLINOIS-1899. 

The  Forty-third  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  October 
24.  There  were  present;  R.'.E.'.Sir  Geo.  W.  Curtiss,  Grand  Commander; 
E.'.Sir  Gil.  W.  Barnard,  Grand  Recorder,  twenty-three  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders, thirty-six  Grand  Representatives,  a  long  list  of  Past  Commanders, 
and  Representatives  of  sixty-five  Subordinate  Commanderies— all  but  two. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  in  a  voluminous  but  well- written  paper, 
in  which  is  found  an  epitome  of  a  successful  and  most  creditable  administra- 
tion.   We  clip  his  opening  : 

To  tbe  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  Illinois  : 
You  have  assembled  in  Annual  Conclave  for  the  forty-third  and  last  time 


6o  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

in  the  nineteenth  century,  and  as  your  executive  iiead  I  welcome  each  of  you 
to  this  Asylum.  The  century  now  nearing  its  close  has  been  a  marvelous 
one.  I  need  not  recount  the  great  progress  in  every  line  of  thought  and  work, 
which  has  added  to  the  refinement  of  education  and  of  genius.  If  we  consider 
the  situation  of  the  world  today,  and  compare  it  with  what  we  learn  from  his- 
tory of  the  last  century,  we  shall  be  amazed  at  the  material  progress  estab- 
lished along  all  lines.  If  we  look  into  the  history  of  our  own  Order,  we  shall 
find  it  has  kept  pace  with  the  development  and  progress  of  the  world. 
Within  the  present  century  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Illinois  were  organized;  the  former  in  i8i6,  the 
latter  in  1857,  and  even  at  so  late  a  day  it  will  be  remembered  that  in  the 
organization  of  the  Grand  Commandery  the  representatives  of  but  three  Sub- 
ordinate Commanderies  took  part.  Apollo,  No.  i,  of  Chicago;  Belvidere, 
No  2,  of  Alton,  and  Peoria,  No.  3,  of  Peoria.  Since  then  we  have  grown  in 
numbers,  the  last  Commandery  chartered  bearing  the  number  67,  and  in 
membership  we  have  increased  beyond  all  precedent,  our  proportion  of  mem- 
bership to  population  being  greater  than  any  of  the  other  large  jurisdictions 
except  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Standing  near  the  threshold,  who  will  be  daring  enough  to  predict  for  the 
twentieth  century  a  more,  or  indeed,  an  equally  marvelous  development. 
When  we  again  assemble  in  Annual  Conclave  a  new  century  will  have 
dawned,  and  if  our  Order  is  to  keep  step  with  its  progress,  we  shall  need  to 
consider  wisely  and  build  well.  May  Almighty  God  continue  to  bless  us,  and 
grant  to  us  that  underst-anding  and  wisdom  without  which  our  labors  will  be 
in  vain. 

We  infer  from  the  first  clause  that  the  Grand  Commandery  will  not  meet 
next  year,  as  he  says  that  the  present  Conclave  is  the  forty-third  and  last  **in 
the  nineteenth  century."  He  is  evidently  under  the  impression,  from  what 
follows,  that  the  present  year  (1899)  rounds  up  and  completes  the  nineteenth 
century,  which  contention,  if  true,  would  make  ninety-nine  instead  of  100 
years,  a  century.  The  error  seems  to  be  quite  a  common  one,  but  a  moments* 
thought  will  convince  any  one  that  the  twentieth  century  of  the  Christian  era 
will  not  begin  until  January  i,  1901.  It  is  a  little  strange  that  among  the 
hundreds  of  able  men  in  attendance  and  listening  to  the  address,  no  one 
detected  the  error  and  suggested  a  correction. 

The  address  is  mostly  local  in  its  references.  He  reported  that  2,381  Tem- 
plars were  pious  on  Easter  and  Ascension  Days,  which  is  a  pretty  good  per- 
centage of  the  whole  membership. 

He  notes  the  presentation  to  our  excellent  old  friend  and  brother.  Grand 
Recorder  Gil.  Barnard,  of  a  memento  from  the  Grand  Commandery  for  twen- 
ty-one years  of  faithful  service  as  its  Grand  Recorder,  In  order  that  you  may 
undergtind,  we  copy  this  part  of  the  address : 

TESTIMONIAL. 

At  the  last  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery  the  sum  of  $250  was  voted 
to  procure  a  memorial  to  be  presented  to  E.\Sir  Gil.  W.  Barnard,  who  had 
served  this  Grand  Commandery  so  acceptably  for  twenty-one  years  as  its 
Grand  Recorder.  The  form  of  the  testimonial  was  left  bv  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery to  the  decision  of  its  first  four  officers.  Upon  consultation  with 
Eminent  Sir  Barnard  it  was  ascertained  that  the  most  acceptable  memorial 
which  we  could  present  would  be  a  check  for  the  money  which  he  desired  to 
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use  in  the  erection  of  a  monument  upon  his  family  burial  lot.  Upon  consulta- 
tion with  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  further  conference  with  the  first  four 
officers  of  this  Grand  Commandery  it  was  deemed  best  that  the  presentation 
of  the  memorial  should  be  in  the  form  of  a  check  upon  the  Grand  Treasurer 
for  the  sum  of  money  voted,  but  in  order  that  we  might  place  upon  record 
some  memorial  of  the  feelings  which  prompted  the  bestowal  of  this  gift,  upon 
further  conference  with  the  Very  Eminent  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  the 
Eminent  Grand  Generalissimo  and  the  Eminent  Grand  Captain-General,  it 
was  decided  to  have  suitably  engrossed  a  memorial,  to  have  the  same  bound 
and  presented  to  Eminent  Sir  Barnard  together  with  a  check  for  the  money. 
The  duty  of  the  preparation  of  this  memorial  was  assigned  to  our  V.'.E.*. 
Deputy  Grand  Commander  James  B.  McFatrich.  *  *  This  memorial, 
beautifully  engrossed  and  elegantly  bound,  was  presented  to  our  esteemed 
Grand  Recorder,  and  taken  in  connection  with  the  memorial  purchased,  we 
are  satisfied  will  never  be  forgotten  by  him. 

A  TOKEN  OF  FRATERNAL  REGARD. 

(Steel  engraving  of  Gilbert  Wordsworth  Barnard.) 

GILBERT  WORDSWORTH  BARNARD. 

Born  in  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  June  i,  1834. 

(Here  follows  his  Masonic  history.) 

It  is  always  pleasant  to  record  the  practical  evidence  of  appreciation  of  long 
and  faithful  service,  but  peculiarly  so  in  this  case.  We  hope,  however,  that 
it  will  be  a  Jong  time  before  our  brother  will  need  a  monument. 

He  pays  eloquent  and  appropriate  tribute  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the 
magnanimous  dead,  among  them  Sir  Hy  Clay  Cleveland,  Junior  Grand 
Warden,  a  good  man  and  true.  He  issued  a  goodly  number  of  dispensations, 
but  all  for  proper  purposes  No  decisions.  We  find  the  following  evidence 
of  Knightly  courtesy  and  real  fraternity,  for  which  we  beg  to  express  the 
thanks  of  our  entire  Jurisdiction: 

RESOLUTION,  FREDERIC  SPEED,  PAST  GRAND  COMMANDER. 

To  the  Graftd  Commandery  of  Illinois: 

Whereas,  It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  Grand  Commandery  that 
R.*.  E.'.  Frederic  Speed,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
is  now  in  this  city,  sick,  needing  care  and  attention,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  sympathize  with  our  afflicted  frater  and  humbly 
pray  for  his  speedy  recovery;  and  furthermore,  that  our  R.'.  E.\  Grand  Com- 
mander be  requested  to  appoint  a  special  committee  of  one,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  carefully  attend  to  the  needs  of  our  sick  brother  and  see  that  he  lacks 
for  nothing  necessary  to  his  comfort. 

Our  Fred  was  not  likely  to  want  attention,  while  under  the  wing  of  Gen. 
John  Corson. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  local.  Order  in  capital  condition.  Total 
membership,  9,277— a  loss  of  122. 

Gen.  John  Corson  Smith  is  author  of  the  Correspondence  Report,  which, 
including  incidents  of  his  travels  and  Illustrations  of  important  scenes  and 
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places  visited  by  him,  covers  over  190  pages,  and  thoroughly  and  courteously 
considers  the  transactions  of  most  of  the  Templar  governing  bodies — our's  for 
1898  in  the  list.  He  opens  with  a  dissertation  on  "Non-Affiliation,"  which, 
though  very  interesting  and  conspicuously  able  and  sensible,  is  yet  too  long 
to  copy,  and  we  can't  divide  it. 

We  infer  that  our  brother  is  not  pleased  with  the  action  at  Pittsburg  and 
its  inevitable  sequences,  and  we  are  inclined  to  the  belief  that  he  Is  about 
right. 

The  GeneraPs  review  of  Mississippi  at  Water  Valley,  is  very  full,  pleasant 
and  fraternal.    We  copy  his  notice  of  our  report: 

Ability  in  a  writer,  no  one  is  more  ready  to  recognize  than  ourself,  though  we 
differ  widely  in  opinion,  but  we  do  not  relish  such  a  sentiment  as  expressed  under 
the  head  of  California,  and  because  a  committee  did  what,  under  the  law,  was 
just  and  right.  Referring  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Grand  Command- 
ery  of  California  on  the  matter  of  jurisdiction  in  the  Elwood  Commandery- 
Illinols  case,  our  esteemed  frater  says:  "Here  is  a  dish  of  *crow'  that  we 
would  have  seen  the  Grand  Commandery  drawn  and  quartered  before  we 
would  have  eaten."  Did  we  hold  such  sentiment  as  this  distinguished 
brother,  and  could  not  have  the  Grand  Encampment  abolished,  we  would 
renounce  Knighthood,  yes,  even  Freemasonry,  for  no  law  or  body  that  our 
dear  friend  did  not  help  make  or  form  seems  to  meet  his  approval.  We  are 
for  a  national  body^^be  it  Templar  or  Royal  Arch,  and  deeply  regret  that  there 
is  not  a  national  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry. 

We  had  no  more  love  for  that  law  of  "perpetual  jurisdiction"  than  Sir 
Knight  DeLap.  We  labored  for  its  repeal  and  are  thankful  that  it  is  now  of 
the  past,  so  far  as  relates  to  Knighthood,  but  there  are  many  Grand  Lodges, 
our  own  among  the  number,  which  hold  to  that  doctrine.  If  "perpetual  juris- 
diction" were  an  organic  law  of  nature,  and  not  the  law  made  by  men,  what 
use  would  there  be  of  trying  to  be  good  and  obey  the  golden  rule?  The, 
"dell"  would  have  a  harvest  sure,  and  there  would  be  no  way  of  getting  free 
of  his  clutches. 

But  to  Illinois,  which  Sir  George  reviews  at  length,  and  in  which  he  tlnds 
so  much  to  commend.  Says  that  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  business 
paper,  "creditable  to  its  author  and  worthy  of  the  imperial  jurisdiction  to 
which  it  belongs."  "Imperial"  is  good.  We  like  the  word,  and  in  its  best 
sense,  and  as  to  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Edward  C.  Pace,  why  he  is  a  business  man,  and 
worthy  of  all  the  praise  you  bestow  upon  him. 

Approves  of  the  sympathy  and  condolence  extended  to  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander Charles  G.  Mac,  on  the  death  of  his  loved  wife,  and  thus  gives  proof 
of  the  goodness  of  his  heart— though  he  doesn't  like  the  Grand  Encampment. 
Reviews  our  legislation  and  quotes  our  opening  p:iges  of  Correspondence  in 
full  on  the  subject  of  legislation  to  be  presented  urand  Encampment  at  Its 
Pittsburg  session,  all  of  which  was  happily  adopted. 

The  wind  is  dead  ahead  and  we  rounding  the  banks  of  Newfoundland, 
heading  more  northerly ;  hence,  heavier  seas  and  unpleasant  weather. 

Come  here.  Brother  George,  and  it  will  soothe  your  nerves — that  is,  if  you 
don't  try  to  write.    We  give  it  up,  and  we  are  not  a  bad  seaman. 

We  beg  to  suggest  to  Brother  John  C.  that  we  are  not  going  to  renounce 
either  Knighthood  or  Freemasonry  because  there  are  some  things  connected 
with  them,  or  either  of  them,  that  we  do  not  like.  On  the  same  principle  we 
would  be  compelled  to  leave  the  Church  of  God  because  there  is  an  occasional 
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preacher  or  connectional  officer  in  it  who  Is  a  bigger  liar  than  Simon  Peter, 
and  a  bigger  hypocrite  than  Judas  Iscariot.  That  small  element  is  not  the 
Church  any  more  than  is  the  Grand  Encampment  the  essence  of  Christian 
Knighthood. 

The  charge  that  we  oppose  everything  we  did  not  help  to  create  lacks  the 
simple  but  important  element  of  truth,  and  is  unworthy  of  its  distinguished 
author.  It  has  a  ring  of  petulance  and  childishness  that  we  were  not  looking 
for  in  our  brother.  However,  his  great  kindness  to  "Our  Fred"  in  his  illness 
covers  a  whole  multitude  of  greater  sins  than  this.  May  God  help  him  and 
all  his  house.    We  copy  his  unique  "fmis" : 


U.  S.  M.  S.  **ST.  IX>t7IS." 


OAPTAISI    WM.    U.   BANDI^K. 


programme  of  (Exercises 

On  Board  U.  S.  S.  "St.  Louis" 

(ELEBRATINO  THE 

Anniversary  of  the  Cutting  of  the  Cables  off  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
Firing,  and  Under  Fire  of  the  Fort  and  Morro  Castle, 
During  the  Recent  War.  in  Which  this  Ship  was  Engaged. 


Chairman^  Hon.  Ferdinand  IV.  Peck. 


Organ  Solo — "The  Star  Spangled  Banner,"  Lieut.  W.  H.  Miller. 
Remarks,  .....  The  Chairman, 
Statement  of  the  War  History  of  the  "St.  Louis," 

Captain  Randle. 
Poem  Written  on  Board  the  "St.  Louis"  During  the  War  by 
Lieut.  A.  W.  Catlin,        .        Read  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Hinkle. 
Address— "The  War  as  It  Looked  from  Europe," 

Brig-Gen.  Bates,  U.  S.  A. 
Original  Poem  (written  during  this  passage)       Mr.  E.  Berliner. 

Organ  and  Chorus — "America,"  .  The  Audience. 

• 

On  motion  of  Chairman  Peck,  the  following  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
report  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sentiments  of  the  passengers  for  the  valu- 
able services  rendered  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  S.S,  St.  Louis,  in  the 
cutting  of  the  cables  from  Santiago  in  the  war  of  (898:  Col.  John  Jacob 
Astor,  Hon.  A.  Howard  Hinkle,  Gen.  John  C.  Smith. 

The  following  were  reported  and  unanimously  adopted ; 

U.S.M.S.  ST.  LOUIS. 

Resolved,  By  the  passengers  of  the  American  line  steamship  St.  Louis,  in 
meeting  assembled,  May  18,  1899,  that,  upon  the  anniversary  of  the  day  when 
this  ship  cut  the  cables  under  the  fire  of  the  forts  of  Santiago,  Cuba,  during 
during  the  recent  Spanish- American  war,  it  seems  proper  that  we  should  ex- 

f)ress  our  recognition  of  the  important  part  which  the  St.  Louis  with  her  gal- 
ant  officers  and  crew  performed  in  that  struggle,  and  we  heartily  commend  to 
the  traveling  public  her  sea-going  qualities  and  the  comforts  and  also  the  able 
officers  who  command  her;  and  we  feel  that  the  splendid  record  of  the  St. 
Louis  and  her  sister  ships  of  the  American  line,  in  the  recent  war,  deserve  the 
appreciation  of  a  patriotic  people. 
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Number  of  miles  run  in  seven  days,  3,203. 

Saturday,  May  20,  4  o'clock  A.  M.  reached  quarantine  off  Staten  Island, 
where  we  lay  to  await  health  officers,  who  came  on  board  at  7  o'clock, 
when  we  steamed  up  to  our  pier:  7:30  A.  M.  I  saw  loved  wife  and  dear  daughter, 
the  latter  waving  "Old  Glory,"  our  signal  of  recognition,  and  beside  her, 
Brother  Charlie  and  Mrs.  Heyzer;  7:45  on  the  pier  with  the  loved  ones  and 
friends,  and  the  voyage  ended. 

R.'.E.'.Sir  James  B.  McFatrich  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 


INDIAN  TERRITORY— 1899. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Chickasha,  September 
14th.  Present:  R.'.  E.*.  Patrick  J.  Byrne,  Grand  Commander,  E.".  Sir  Jos, 
Samuel  Murrow,  Grand  Recorder,  all  the  other  staff  officers,  Representatives 
from  five  Subordinate  Commanderies  and  several  Past  Grand  Commanders 
and  other  permanent  members  of  the  Grand  Body. 

The  address  is  quite  brief  and  devoted  to  local  matters.  He  remarks: 
"During  the  year  there  have  been  no  conundrums  propounded  to  your  Grand 
Commander,  etc."  which  he  figures  out  as  indicative  of  superior  perspicacity 
in  the  officers  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  and  the  contention  is  just. 

He  reports  the  destuction  by  fire  of  the  Asylum  of  Muscogee  Commandery, 
together  with  the  Grand  Commandery  library ;  a  heavy  loss,  Snd  they  have 
our  sympathy.  He  has  a  high  idea  of  the  excellence  of  life  and  character  of 
the  ancient  Knights  of  the  Order,  an  idea  that,  in  our  opinion,  is  not  justified 
by  the  facts  of  history.    We  quote : 

Sir  Knights,  in  closing,  permit  me  to  offer  you  a  word  of  affectionate 
reminder.  A  supreme  honor  was  conferred  upon  each  one  of  us  in  the  hour 
when  we  were  knighted  and  stood  among  our  fellows  beneath  the  unfurled 
banner  of  the  Cross.  There  comes  to  us,  out  of  the  chivalrous  past,  a  voice 
that  should  ever  be  an  inspiration  to  greater  deeds  of  usefulness.  It"  is  the 
voice  of  Ancestral  Knights — the  first  of  our  Order — men  who  were  champions 
of  the  poor  and  oppressed — who  provided  for  the  destitute,  fed  the  hungry, 
clothed  the  naked,  and  bound  up  the  wounds  of  the  afflicted.  Men  who  up- 
held the  Cross,  and  who  practiced  the  virtues  exemplified  by  Him  who  died 
upon  it.  They  made  the  ground  holy  where  they  trod,  and  the  world  freer 
wherever  they  swung  their  swords. 


We  are  not  in  the  habit  of  criticising  harshly  the  lives  of  those  who  have 
stood  at  the  bar  of  God  and  been  judged,  but  we  respectfully  object  to  the 
proposition  contained  in  the  last  clause  of  the  extract.  That  there  were, 
among  the  early  Templars,  sam«r  "who  upheld  the  Cross  and  who  practiced 
the  virtues  exemplified  by  Him,  etc."  we  do  not  doubt,  but  that  the  great 
mass  of  them  were  any  such  characters  as  that,  we  utterly  repudiate,  hence 
are  not  going  to  tike  them  as  our  models  now.     Excuse  us,  please. 

Proceedings  short  and  devoid  of  general  interest.  Finances  seem  to  be 
healthy,  Order  ditto.    Total  membership  195 — a  gain  of  twelve. 
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No  report  on  Correspondence,  although  a  committee  was  appointed.  • 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Robt.  F.  Scoff un  is  Grand  Commander;    Sir  Jos.  S.  Murrow, 
Grand  Recorder;  Sir  Robt.  W.  Hill,  D.  D.,  Chairman  Correspondence. 


INDIANA— 1899. 

The  first  twelve  pages  of  the  pamphlet  are  entitled  "'Troemtalj""  which  is  a 
new  one  on  us,  but  which  we  presume  to  mean  preliminary,  as  the  text  deals 
with  the  grand  reception  of  the  Grand  Body  by  the  Templars  and  the  munic 
ipal  authorities  of  the  city  of  Richmond.  Nine  Commanderies  were  in  line, 
as  escort,  several  good  speeches  were  made,  and  a  generally  delightful  time 
was  had  by  our  Hoosier  brethren. 

After  all  this  the  Forty- fifth  Annual  Conclave  was  opened  in  ample  form, 
R.'.E.'.Sir  John  H,  Nicholson,  Grand  Commander,  presiding;  E.'.Sir  W.  H. 
Smythe,  Grand  Recorder.  All  the  balance  of  the  staff  were  present,  together 
with  fourteen  Past  Grand  Commanders,  a  multitude  of  Past  Commanders, 
and  twenty-seven  Grand  JRepreseptatives,  not  including  ours,  and  Delegates 
from  forty  chartered  Commanderies  and  two  U.  D.  A  goodly  array,  surely, 
and  indicative  of  the  condition  of  the  Order  in  that  Jurisdiction  truly  grati- 
fying. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  lengthy  but  well-written  epitome 
of  a  pleasant  and  creditable  administration.     He  opens  as  follows : 

In  obedience  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  our  Order,  we  are  permitted  by 
Divine  Providence  to  again  assemble  around  the  sacred  altar,  and  to  unite  the 
pleasures  and  deliberations  of  this  the  forty-fifth  Annual  Conclave  of  the 
Grand  Comnlandery  Knights  Templar  of  Indiana. 

1  extend  to  you  a  knightly  and  a  fraternal  greeting,  and  a  cordial  welcome 
to  all  visiting  Sir  Knights. 

The  twelve  months  that  have  passed  since  you  honored  me  by  electing  me 
your  Grand  Commander  have  been  very  pleasant,  and  the  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities of  the  office  have  not  been  arduous. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that,  as  far  as  I  am  informed,  harmony  and  good-will 
prevail  throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

All  the  Commanderies  have  paid  their  annual  dues;  counsel  and  advice 
have  always  been  cheerfully  given  your  Grand  Commander,  and  due  respect 
and  honor  accorded  him  upon  all  occasions. 

With  such  conditions  existing,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  we  find  Tem- 
plar Masonry  to-day  in  Indiana  in  such  a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition, 
not  so  much  in  the  increase  of  membership  as  in  the  strong  bonds  of  friend- 
ship and  brotherly  love. 

Our  net  increase  for  the  year  has  been  but  ten  Sir  Knights,  but  we  should 
not  be  too  anxious  or  feel  a  special  pride  In  the  number  of  members  we  can 
enlist  under  the  banner  of  our  Order,  but  the  question  of  first  importance 
should  be  who  and  what  manner  of  men  are  they. 

The  principles  of  our  Order,  and  for  which  we  stand,  are  the  noblest  and 
the  loftiest,  and  If  these  are  practiced  in  our  everyday  life,  we  will  not  only  be 
helping  each  other,  but  elevating  mankind  generally,  thereby  placing  our 
noble  Order  on  a  still  higher  plane  of  perfection. 
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•  Appropriate  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  Knightly  dead 
both  of  his  own  and  sister  Jurisdictions. 

His  dispensations,  though  numerous,  were  all  in  the  line  of  propriety  and 
common  sense. 

Grand  Commander  Sherwin,  of  Illinois,  desiring  to  pass  through  Indiana  to 
Pittsburg,  and  having  an  idea  that  such  a  course  would  give  eclat  to  his 
administration,  addressed  a  communication  to  Brother  Nicholson  requesting 
permission  for  Illinois  to  INVADE  Indiana,  both  going  and  coming!!  We 
had  hoped  that  this  species  of  insanity  would  be  confined  to  the  New  England 
States,  but  it  seems  we  were  in  error.  As  there  were,  probably,  many  other 
organized  Templar  bodies  tnat  passed  through  Hoosierdom,  and  as  the  R/. 
E.'.  does  not  report  any  other  States  as  having  expressed  a  desire  to  do  the 
"Invasion  Act"  in  Indiana,  we  hope  the  diseiise  may  not  spread. 

He  constituted  one  new  Commandery  and  granted  dispensations  for  two 
others.  Much  space  is  occupied  in  telling  the  story  of  the  Pittsburg  Tritfn*fe\ 
in  which  we  feel  but  little  interest.  The  session  did  a  little  work,  some  of  it 
of  very  questionable  sense — notably  that  of  dropping  the  rank  of  Prelate 
below  that  of  Junior  Warden.  The  work  of  the  Prp!^t^/if>.th^  RituaUs  only 
second  in  importance  to  that  of  the  Eminent  Commander,"  ahd^  we-  are.  un^^le 
to  see  any  just  cause  for  the  change.  If  the  Warder  had  been  advanced  from 
the  next  to  the  lowest  to  the  fifth  place  in  line  and  the  Prelate  left  where  he 
belongs,  in  the  fourth,  the  change  would  have  had  the  merit  of  sense  which 
the  action  had  sadly  lacks.    The  address,  as  a  whole,  Is  an  excellent  paper. 

Proceedings  routine  and  of  local  interest  mostly.  The  Treasurer's  report 
shows  receipts  of  $4,442.96  and  disbursements  of  $5,647.95,  but  as  they  had  a 
balance  brought  forward  of  over  $5,000  from  last  year,  they  are  still  in  good 
shape  financially. 

Grand  Recorder  reports  a  gain  of  185  and  a  loss  of  175,  showing  the  net 
increase  of  membership  to  be  but  ten,  or  3,579  as  the  total  membership.  A 
roll  of  Indiana  Templars,  containing  thirty  names,  who  served  In  the  late  war 
with  Spain  Is  a  part,  and  an  appropriate  part,  of  the  minutes.  The  list  is 
headed  by  Past  Grand  Commander  W.  T.  Durbin,  who  was  a  colonel,  fol- 
lowed by  brigadiers,  majors,  lieutenant-colonels,  captains,  lieutenants,  and 
one  private. 

Where  were  the  other  3,000  Templars  of  Indiana,  that  allowed  our  brother, 

Horace  S.  Wisner,  to  go  it  alone  as  a  private?  Possibly  they,  some  of  them, 
served  as  sutlers,  but  it  is  not  probable.  Possibly,  and  probably  also,  there 
were  many  Indiana  Templar  boys  in  the  ranks  whose  names  were  not  in  this 
list. 

Past  Grand  Commander  N.  R.  Ruckle  is  again  the  progenitor  of  the  Cor- 
respondence report,  which  covers  136  pages  and  considers  the  doings  of  forty- 
five  Templar  governing  bodies— Mississippi  for  1898  among  the  number. 
Brother  Ruckle  makes  an  excellent  and  valuable  report.  His  attention  to 
Mississippi,  while  short  and  crisp,  is  yet  not  lacking  in  courtesy  or  consid- 
eration. 

R.'.  E.\  Sir  Wm.  E.  Perryman  is  Grand  Commander.  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  continued. 
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IOWA— 1899. 

The  Thirty-sixth  Annual  was  held  at  Templar  Park,  Spirit  Lake,  July  11. 
There  were  present:  R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Geo.  Waltz  Bevcr,  Grand  Commander  ; 
R.\  E.*.  Sir  Alfred  Wingate,  Grand  Recorder,  and  the  officers  (or  their  prox- 
ies) of  only  thirty-six  of  the  fifty-seven  Subordinate  Commanderies.  What 
the  other  twenty-one  were  thinking  of  that  they  stayed  at  home,  away  from 
that  beautiful  spot,  its  delightful  associations  and  the  society  of  congenial 
spirits,  passes  our  comprehension.  We  trust  there  is  no  "skeleton  in  the 
closet"  that  results  each  year  In  such  a  small  percentage  of  attendance.  For 
many  years' our  old  dndVi^ed  friend.  Past  Grand  Commander  Guilbert,  was 
a  le;idipg  spirit  in  this  exceptionally  prosperous  and  intelligent  assembly,  but 
he  seems  to  have  passed  out  of  the  active  incidents  of  Templary  and  we 
see  his  name  no  more  in  the  minutes,  and  it  saddens  us.  There  are  others. 
It  is  always  sad  to  part  with  those  we  love  and  there  is  but  one  consolation— 
"We'll  never  say  good  bye  in  Heaven!"  it  won't  be  long  before  our  own 
name,  our  tart  expressions  and  our  lapses  from  the  aesthetic  amenities  of 
polite  and  polished  language,  none  of  which  are  ever  intended  to  wound  or 
hurt,  will  be  but  a  memory.  May  the  benediction  of  our  common  Lord  rest 
upon  our  precious  friend  of  days  gone  by,  and  should  he  be  afflicted  or  under 
a  cloud,  may  the  sustaining  grace  of  the  "Man  of  Sorrows"  keep  him  unto 

eternal  life. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  quite  long,  covering  twenty-four 

pages.    As  to  its  literary  character  and  worth  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  it  is 

standard  Iowa  work.    Of  the  Park  he  says : 

This  is  an  ideal  spot,  where  we  make  our  knightly  pilgrimage  yearly,  free 
from  the  carking  cares,  trials,  and  anxieties  of  business  life,  here  to  find  the 
best  of  rest  and  refreshment.  The  beautiful  park,  the  sparkling  waters,  the 
gentle  breezes,  the  cool  shade,  the  lovely  flowers,  and  more  than  all  else,  the 
fraternal  and  knightly  greeting  of  friends,  all  vie  in  bidding  us  a  joyous  and 
hearty  welcome  to  our  Templar  home. 

He  pays  proper  tribute  to  the  dead,  and  the  list  is  a  long  one,  particularly  in 
his  own  command.  His  dispensations  were  all  for  practical  and  proper  pur- 
poses. He  reported  but  two  decisions,  both  correct.  He  notes  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Asylum  building  at  the  park  by  a  cyclone  and  that  a  new  one 
had  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  $2,450,  of  which  the  insurance  on  the  old  one 
paid  $1,500.  We  congratulate  our  good  brethren  that  they  lost  no  more  than 
they  did.     We  clip  the  following  from  his  conclusion  : 

The  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery  of  a  year  ago  came  at  a 
time  when  I  had  been  mustered  into  the  volunteer  service  of  the  army  and 
had  entered  upon  my  new  duties.  The  outlook  for  a  protracted  conflict 
seemed  limitless,  and  I  deemed  it  impossible  to  be  with  you  on  that  occasion 
to  enjoy  the  fellowship  of  my  knightly  friends.  With  unprecedented  mag- 
nanimity, and  a  display  of  knightly  courtesy  which  is  most  gratifying  to  me, 
and  which  I  can  never  cease  to  appreciate,  you  elected  me  Grand  Commander. 
1  have  received  from  you  and  your  officers  during  the  year  the  same  courteous 
mark  of  confidence,  consideration,  and  assistance,  and  I  thank  you  most 
heartily,  one  and  all,  for  the  many  kindnesses  you  have  thus  and  always 
shown  me. 
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« 

Particularly  do  1  wish  to  mention  our  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  Alf.  Wincate, 
for  the  ever  watchful  and  painstaking  care  he  has  given  to  the  duties  of  his 
office,  and  the  courteous  and  kindly  assistance  which  he  has  continually  ren- 
dered me. 

The  Grand  Body  honored  itself  in  thus  honoring  its  patriotic  member  and  is 
entitled  only  to  that  amount  of  praise  belonging  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  a 
plain  duty.  Our  good  brother,  Wingate,  well  deserves  the  praise  accorded 
him,  and  we  wish  him  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year.  (We 
write  this  on  Christmas  morning.) 

The  pamphlet  is  adorned  with  a  portrait  of  the  retiring  Grand  Commander 
and  several  pictures  of  the  park,  its  buildings  and  grounds.  Proceedings 
local,  Order  in  good  shape.     Total  membership  4,520,  a  gain  of  fifty. 

Correspondence  report  is  again  the  work  of  our  reverend  friend  and 
brother,  Coxe,  the  eighth  of  the  line,  and  there  are  no  signs  of  flies  on  it  at 
all.  Of  course  not.  Brother  Coxe  handles  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer  and  if 
he  can  preach  as  good  a  sermon  as  he  writes  a  report,  we  congratulate  his 
parishioners.  We  note  his  elevation  to  the  office  of  Grand  Prelate  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  and  congratulate  him  on  this  recognition  of  his  abilty 
and  deserts. 

The  report  covers  seventy-four  pages  and  courteously  digests  the  minutes 
of  most  of  the  Templar  Grands,  Mississippi  for  1898  among  the  rest. 

We  clip  the  following  from  his  opening : 

For  the  eighth  time  your  committee  comes  with  the  gleanings  which  have 
been  gathered  from  fields  widely  separated  and  greatly  diversified,  but  none  of 
them  less  fruitful  than  were  the  fields  of  Boaz,  nor  under  the  supervision  of 
less  generous  and  knightly  souls  than  was  he  who  so  courteously  entreated 
Ruth,  the  Moabitess.  We  have  found  the  sheaves  of  the  reaper  neither  few 
nor  scant,  while  generous  handfuls  of  ripened  grain  have  rewarded  the  search 
of  him  who  came  from  afar  to  gather  the  scattered  stalks.  No  Syrian  sun 
ever  lighted  more  peaceful  fields  and  cheered  more  harmonious  workers  than 
have  been  seen  throughout  the  Templar  world  the  past  year.  All  jarring  dis- 
sensions appear  to  have  been  hushed  ;  no  evidence  of  any  internal  strife  or 
unseemly  rivalries  has  been  anywhere  discovered.  The  peace  and  harmony 
that  prevail  are  a  delightful  reminder  of  (and  contributor  to)  the  unity  of  our 
national  life,  all  sections  firmly  welded  in  the  intense  glow  of  patriotism 
which  everywhere  flamed  forth  with  the  tragedy  of  Havana  harbor  and  the 
subsequent  declaration  of  war  with  Spain. 

When  we  last  met  in  Annual  Grand  Conclave  the  stirring  sounds  of  strife 
were  thrilling  all  hearts,  and  many  Knights  of  the  Cross  were  in  arms  against 
the  foes  of  liberty  and  humanity.  We  now  assemble  with  peace  restored, 
with  **Old  Glory^'  floating  to  the  breeze  over  160,000  square  miles  of  newly- 
acquired  territory  and  10,000,000  people  freed  by  our  arms  from  the  despotic 
and  cruel  rule  of  Spain ;  with  our  army,  both  regular  and  volunteer,  crowned 
with  victory,  and  our  navy  respected  and  honored  on  all  seas  for  achieve- 
ments unparalleled  in  naval  warfare;  with  a  record  for  heroism,  devotion, 
and  loyalty  which  brings  a  flush  of  pride  to  the  cheek  of  every  American  cit- 
izen ;  and  with  an  era  of  restored  good  feeling  between  North  and  South 
which  we  devoutly  hope  may  never  again  be  broken  or  impaired.  And  this 
largely  the  result  of  war — cruel,  relentless,  grim-visaged  war — a  war  forced 
upon  us,  tardily  accepted,  but,  once  entered  upon,  pushed  with  the  vigor  and 
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determination  of  a  great  people,  and  crowned  with  peace,  practically  within  a 
third  of  a  year. 

"Not  as  we  hoped,  but  what  are  we? 
Above  our  broken  dreams  and  plans 
God  lays,  with  wiser  hand  than  man's, 
The  corner-stone  of  liberty." 

His  notice  of  Mississippi  is  full,  flattering  and  fraternal.  He  says  that  our 
Jim's  address  "covers  five  pages  excellently  well,"  but  fails  to  note  that  Jim 
is  a  little  shaky  on  scripture  quotations.  Of  the  report  on  Necrology  he 
says :  It  avoids  the  Scylla  of  quantity  and  fulsome  eulogy  on  the  one  side  and 
the  Charybdis  of  a  mere  muster-roll  on  the  other." 

To  his  closing  query  to  this  committee,  we  say :  Yes,  much.  We  copy  his 
conclusion  in  full  because  it  is  good  reading  and  has  lots  of  sense  in  it ; 

Finis  Coronat  Opus,  We  are  very  glad  to  greet  the  end  of  our  labor,  and 
trust  that  the  accomplished  result  may  be  deemed  worthy  of  a  crown  of 
approval  from  the  f raters  of  our  own  jurisdiction.  They  have  been  first  in 
our  thought  as  we  have  read,  and  selected,  and  written ;  to  merit  their  com- 
mendation will  be  our  chief  joy.  We  are  not  indifferent  to  the  kind  words 
which  reach  us  from  other  jurisdictions— they  are  "as  cold  water  to  a  thirsty 
soul" — but  the  f raters  of  Iowa  know  us  best,  and  if  they  approve — 


(i 


Approbation  from  Sir  Hubert  Stanley  is  praise  indeed." 


The  quasi-recognition  of  Negro  Masonry  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Washing- 
ton has  given  to  the  recent  legislation  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  making 
continuous  membership  in  Lodge,  Chapter,  and  Commandery  necessary,  a 
new  and  wholly  unexpected  significance.  The  position  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  Texas,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Master  there  cited,  bring 
this  clearly  into  view.  The  dissension  and  division,  unless  the  cause  thereof 
be  speedily  removed,  are  likely  to  invade  and  unfavorably  affect  all  branches 
of  Masonry.  This  is  every  way  to  be  regretted.  The  discussion  is  deplora- 
ble, and,  we  think,  wholly  unnecessary.  There  is  no  question  at  stake  of 
such  Importance  as  to  justify  such  disturbance  among  the  craft.  We  can  but 
express  the  hope  that  our  honored  friends  of  the  Northwest,  whose  deliver- 
ance has  been  the  occasion  of  so  much  alarm,  and  in  some  cases,  we  are  con- 
vinced, unfraternal  feeling,  will  reconsider  their  position  and  relieve  the 
strained  relations  which  now  exist,  and  which  threaten  to  involve  jurisdictions 
that  thus  far  have  sought,  in  the  interest  of  peace,  to  avoid  the  unpleasant- 
ness.    "Let  us  have  peace.'* 

The  stirring  activities  of  the  recent  months,  on  land  and  sea,  tended  to 
quicken  the  pulse  and  kindle  the  ambitions  of  our  better  manhood.  Now 
that  peace  has  come,  two  tendencies  will  be  obvious — the  one  to  look  back- 
ward with  regret  that  we  had  not  a  direct  share  in  the  glory  and  achievements 
of  the  past;  the  other,  to  dream  of  a  future  which  will  bring  equal  or  greater 
opportunities  for  achievement  and  distinction.  Meantime  between  Past  and 
Future  lies  the  real  time  for  action— the  living  Present,  with  abundant  oppor- 
tunities, urgent  needs,  bugle  calls  for  service.  The  true  Knight  Templar 
should  have  neither  the  fixed  backward  gaze,  nor  the  far-off  look  of  the  mere 
dreamer,  but  a  clear  eye  to  present  duty  and  a  responsive  heart  to  the  call  of 
Today.     How  better  could  the  demand  be  voiced  than  in  these  stirring  lines.'* 
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NOW. 

Rise !  for  the  day  is  passing, 

And  you  lie  dreaming  on : 
The  others  have  buckled  their  armor, 

And  forth  to  the  fight  are  gone ; 
A  place  in  the  ranks  awaits  you, 

Each  man  has  some  part  to  play ; 
The  Past  and  the  Future  are  nothing 

In  the  face  of  the  stern  Today. 

Rise  from  your  dreams  of  the  Future— 

Of  gaining  some  hard-fought  field ; 
Of  storming  some  airy  fortress, 

Or  bidding  some  giant  yield ; 
Your  Future  has  deeds  of  glory, 

Of  honor  (God  grant  it  may  be !) 
But  your  arm  will  never  be  stronger, 

Or  the  need  so  great  as  Today. 

Rise !  if  the  Past  detains  you, 

Her  sunshine  and  storms  forget; 
No  chains  so  unworthy  to  hold  you 

As  those  of  a  vain  regret : 
Sad  or  bright,  she  is  lifeless  ever ; 

Cast  her  phantom  arms  away, 
Nor  look  back,  save  to  learn  the  lesson 

Of  a  nobler  strife  Today. 

Rise !  for  the  day  is  passing ; 

The  sound  that  you  scarcely  hear 
Is  the  enemy  marching  to  battle : — 

Arise !  for  the  foe  Is  here. 
Stay  not  to  sharpen  your  weapons. 

Or  the  hour  will  strike  at  last. 
When  from  dreams  of  a  coming  battle, 

You  may  awake  to  find  it  past ! 

R.'.E.'.Sir  Jno.  Holland  Pettibone  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 


KANSAS— 1899. 

The  Thirtieth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Topeka,  May  9. 
There  were  in  attendance :  R.'.  E.\  Sir  Geo.  H.  Jenkins,  Grand  Commander; 
Sir  A.  M.  Callahan,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  staff,  save  the  Grand  Sword 
Bearer ;  thirteen  Past  Grand  Commanders,  a  long  list  of  Past  Commanders, 
thirty-one  Grand  Representatives,  not  including  ours,  and  Delegates  from 
forty-two  Subordinate  Commanderies,  together  with  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Mayo,  personal  Representative  of  the  Grand  Master. 

Preliminary  to  the  opening  of  hostilities,  an  address  of  welcome  was  deliv- 
ered on  behalf  of  the  local  Commandery,  which  was  short  and  sensible  and 
to  which  proper  response  was  made  by  the  R.  E. 
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The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  business  paper,  well  written,  and 
thoroughly  covers  the  events  of  his  administration.  We  clip  the  following 
from  his  "opening  chorus:" 

Mankind  is  better  for  the  foundingof  Knighthood,  and  if  all  men  but  lived 
faithful  to  the  precepts  of  our  noble  Order,  all  men  would  be  well  nigh  per- 
fect. We  know  that  not  all  who  have  enlisted  under  our  banner  are  good 
men  or  good  Christians ;  that  some  who  wear  our  emblems,  carry,  beneath 
their  uniforms,  hearts  that  are  far  from  the  great  principles  of  our  noble  Order, 
but  they  are  better  for  having  been  Templars,  and  as  a  result  we  have  at 
least  accomplished  some  good.  But  our  work  is  not  yet  done.  By  pre- 
cept and  example  must  the  work  continue ;  our  faults,  whatever  they  may  be, 
are  not  the  faults  of  our  Order,  but  of  ourselves.  It  is  only  by  individual 
action  that  perfection  can  be  attained. 

Of  the  use  of  Rituals  in  work  of  the  Commandery,  he  says : 

A  resolution  was  offered  in  this  Grand  Body  at  its  session  one  year  ago  for- 
bidding the  use  of  Rituals  in  the  asylum  during  the  opening  ceremonies,  or 
during  the  conferring  of  the  orders.  The  object  of  this  resolution  is  apparent. 
If  officers  are  allowed  to  perambulate  the  asylum  at  all  times  with  a  Ritual 
under  their  arms,  it  detracts  very  much  froni  the  beauties  and  solemnity  of 
the  services,  and  tends  to  lessen  the  impressions  made  upon  the  candidate. 
Officers  should  perfect  themselves  in  the  Ritual  to  the  extent  of  at  least  not 
using  it  during  the  ceremonies.  Officers  who  are  not  willing  to  so  perfect 
themselves  should  step  aside,  and  make  room  for  those  who  will. 

In  all  of  this  we  fully  concur. 

He  issued  the  usual  batch  of  dispensations  and  for  the  usual  objects.  He 
made  no  decisions.  The  address  is  among  the  best,  in  all  respects.  A  fine 
picture  of  its  author  makes  an  elegant  "frontispiece''  to  the  pamphlet.  Good 
looking,  wide  awake,  and  indicating  lots  of  "gray  matter"  and  sound  sense. 

Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  balance  on  hand  and  receipts  $6,700.70, 
and  disbursements  of  $4,691.66,  leaving  a  balance  of  $2,109.04.  It  cost  them 
$1,619  to  attend  the  Pittsburg  show,  which,  from  our  point  of  view,  was  more 
than  it  was  worth. 

Grand  Recorder  reports  an  increase  in  membership  of  222  and  a  decrease  of 
270,  or  a  loss  of  forty-eight,  leaving  the  totil  membership  3,199 — a  rather 
unusual  occurrence  for  a  Jurisdiction  as  large  as  is  that  of  Kansas. 

The  Correspondence  report  is  again  the  finished  work  of  the  peerless  Cal- 
lahan, and  is  good  from  "end  to  end."  It  covers  108  pages  of  the  pamphlet, 
and  digests  the  proceedings  of  forty-four  Templar  legislatures  in  an  enter- 
taining and  instructive  style— Mississippi  for  1898  among  the  number.  Brother 
Callahan's  attention  to  our  pamphlet  is  full  and  fraternal.  He  opens  as  fol- 
lows: 

We  have  no  Grand  Representative  in  Mississippi,  The  commission  of 
E,*.  Sir  Wm.  G.  Benbrook  expired  with  the  last  Triennial,  and  R.'.  E.*.  Sir 
John  M.  Price,  the  Grand  Representative  of  Mississippi  near  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  KaTisas,  died  last  October,  and  we  received  no  reply  to  either  of 
the  two  letters  we  have  written  relative  to  this  matter.  We  have  attributed 
I  he  failure  to  receive  reply  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  mails.  As  these  proceed- 
ings will  be  sent  by  express,  we  will  expect  a  reply. 
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We  beg  to  assure  our  brother  that  his  experience  is  not  out  of  the  usual 
course  at  all.     The  mails  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

He  says  of  Grand  Commander  "Jim:"  **His  tribute  to  the  dead  is  beauti- 
ful— especially  to  Past  Grand  Commander  Bolivar  A.  Vaughn,  who  died  dur- 
ing the  last  year.*'    Of  the  ** Devotional  offices'*  he  says  j 

At  this  hour  the  Grand  Commandery  repaired  to  Wood  Street  Methodist 
church,  where  Divine  services  were  participated  in  b/the  Sir  Knights,  being 
led  in  their  devotions  by  the  E.*.  Grand  Prelate.  We  wish  our  space  would 
permit  us  to  vyt  you  the  whole  of  the  sermon  by  the  Grand  Prelate,  Rev. 
Sir  Ebenezer  Thompson,  but  space  forbids.  It  was  a  practical,  everyday,  liv- 
ing sermon. 

Of  the  Law  report  he  says,  among  otlier  things  : 

Among  other  things,  thev  say  that  our  government  laws  are  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  but  in  the  wisdom  of  the  founders  of  our  government,  etc.; 
**and  a.Tiong  other  things  in  which  the  general  government  has  never  exer- 
cised jurisdiction,  are  the  laws  governing  local  elections."  More's  the  pity. 
That  weakness  in  our  national  government  makes  us  the  more  in  favor  of  a 
strong  government  in  our  Grand  Encampment. 

We  say  "More's  the  cause  of  gratulation.'*  Our  good  friend  is  evidently 
In  favor  of  the  ** Force  Bill,"  and  we  are  sorry.  He  wouldn't  feel  that  way  if 
he  lived  down  here.  His  attention  to  our  report  is  flattering  and  amusing. 
He  quotes,  condemns  and  approve^,  as  the  spirit  and  its  convictions  suggest, 
but  all  in  his  own  pleasant  and  courteous  way.  We  would  be  glad  to  copy 
his  whole  review  of  Mississippi,  but  it  would  take  too  much  space.  We  copy 
his  conclusion  in  full,  long  as  it  is : 

We  have  now  arrived  at  the  confines  of  oLir  dominion.  Further  I  cannot 
accompany  you.  Owing  to  the  depleted  condition  of  our  Treasury,  and  at 
the  suggestion  of  one  of  mv  warmest  personal  friends,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  Finance  Committee,  I  have  abandoned  my  Topical  Department  for  this 
year.  You  kn iw  he  is  my  PERSONAL  FRIEND,  or  he  would  hive  suggested 
the  abandonment  of  my  report,  and  that  I  only  give  you  the  Topical  Depart- 
ment. 

From  this  report  I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  understand,  at  least  fairly  well, 
the  condition  of  the  Templar  world.  Its  membership  is  increasing,  and  from 
the  general  tone  we  are  led  to  hope  and  believe  that  the  principles  of  our  Order 
are  better  understood  and  appreciated  by  the  general  membership  than  in  our 
early  acquaintance  with  the  Order.  And  yet,  we  cannot  help  but  think  of 
the  dear  old  bishop  who  conducted  a  theological  school  for  the  preparation  of 
young  men  for  the  ministry,  who,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  told  some  visiting 
clergymen  that  he  had  great  hopes  for  the  church— that  he  really  believed  one- 
half  of  his  students  were  Christians!  And  yet,  who  knows  the  heart  of  man  ? 
GOD  only.  '* Judge  not,  that  yoj  be  not  juJgeJ."  'Let  him  that  is  without 
sin  cast  the  first  stone." 

The  elevation  of  our  order  is  like  our  salvation  —it  is  a  personal  matter  with 
man  and  his  GOD ;  each  one  of  us— ;/o/  each  one  of  j'ow— but  US. 

Of  our  country,  a  new  condition  of  affairs  exists.  I  cannot  portray  our 
condition  in  such  beautiful  lariguage  as  that  expressed  by  the  able  correspond- 
ent of  Montana,  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Cornelius  Hedges,  in  his  conclusion;  that  you 
may  not  be  deprived  of  this  beautiful,  Christian,  patriotic  gem,  we  quote  the 
following  from  it : 
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• 

*'Within  these  five  months,  war  with  Spain,  as  anticipated,  has  come  and 
gone,  and  Cuba  is  free,  though  the  Spaniards  have  not  yet  evacuated  the 
island.  If  ever  there  was  a  war  in  which  the  favor  of  Divine  Providence  was 
perceptible,  it  has  been  in  our  war  with  Spain.  We  expected  that  our  com- 
merce would  be  injured,  that  perhaps  some  of  our  coast  cities  might  be 
destroyed  and  some  of  our  ships  captured.  Still  more  we  feared  storms  at 
sea  and  the  interference  of  foreign  nations.  That  we  have  escaped  all  these 
perils,  have  come  out  victorious  from  every  conflict  with  few  killed,  that  our 
business  has  not  been  interrupted  but  has  gone  on  prospering  as  though  no 
war  was  going  on,  implies  more  than  was  expressed  in  Napoleon's  remark 
that  *God  is  always  on  the  side  of  the  heaviest  artillery.'  The  arm  of  the 
Lord  has  been  distinctly  revealed,  and  to  Him  belongs  the  glory  and  praise, 
and  devout  thanksgiving.  Next  to  Him  the  glory  belongs  to  our  navy,  that 
at  two  blows  cut  off  the  right  arm  of  Spain  and  left  her  powerless  to  relieve  or 
reinforce  her  distant  armies.  We  should  not  forget  that  throughout  the  strug- 
gle English  sympathy  has  been  with  us  and  has  warded  off  the  greatest  peril 
we  had  to  fear,  that  of  foreigh  intervention.  Spain  arrogantly  refused  our 
demands  and  submitted  the  case  to  the  arbitrament  of  ihe  god  of  battles,  and 
must,  willingly  or  unwillingly,  abide  by  the  decision,  though  we  get  more 
than  we  asked  at  first.  We  have  been  awarded  Porto  Rico  and  the  Philip- 
pines in  addition,  and  the  same  consideration  of  humanity  as  led  us  to  take 
up  the  cause  of  the  starving  and  oppressed  Cubans,  demand  that  nothing  of 
what  our  arms  have  gained  should  ever  be  returned  to  Spain.  We  did  not 
want  the  Philippines,  but  Providence  insisted  on  our  taking  them,  and  it  is 
not  for  us  to  refuse  a  trust  from  such  a  source. 

**The  English-speaking  world  has  been  solidified;  the  United  States  has 
been  advanced  to  the  front  rank  among  the  powers  of  the  earth;  Russia  is 
asking  for  general  disarmament;  rumors  are  abroad  that  Germany  is  to 
acquire  Syria,  including  Palestine;  and  even  Turkey,  by  the  new  light,  has 
seen  that  the  American  missionaries  were  in  no  way  implicated  in  stirring  up 
the  strife  that  was  made  a  pretext  for  the  Armenian  and  other  massacres. 
The  world  moves ;  it  is  moving  fast  and  in  the  right  direction.  So  mote  it 
ever  be." 

"God  be  with  you  till  we  meet  again.' 

Brother  C.  retired  from  the  office  of  Grand  Recorder— we  presume  at  his 
own  instance,  as  they  certiiinly  can  get  no  better  one  in  all  our  land.  God 
bless  him. 

R.".  E,\  Sir  Edward  Hayes  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Thomas  J.  Ander- 
son is  Grand  Recorder,  and  Sir  A.  M.  Callahan  is  Correspondent. 


>» 


KENTUCKY-1899. 

The  first  thing  that  we  find,  on  opening  this  pamphlet,  is  a  gallery  of  por- 
traits of  Past  Grand  Commanders  and  present  Grand  Officers.  It  contains  a 
long  list  of  grand  faces  of  grand  and  noble  men,  commencing  with  Grand 
Master  Henry  Wingate —1847-48.  There  is  an  interregnum  of  five  years  between 
him  and  Grand  Master  Jacob  Owen— 1853  ;  another  of  eight  years  between 
the  latter  and  Grand  Commander  Wm.  C.  Munger— 1861 ;  and  still 
another  of  five  years  between  Sir  Munger  and  our  good  brother  and 
friend.  Grand  Commander  Charies  R.  Woodruff,  who  held  the  reins  during 
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1866-67,  There  are  three  other  skips — one  of  one  year  between  '79  and  '81; 
another  of  two  years,  between  '85  and  '87,  and  still  another  of  three  years 
between  '92  and  '95.  We  presume  that  inability  to  secure  photo*s  of  the 
Incumbents  for  these  years  is  the  cause  of  their  absence  from  the  gallery,  as 
the  record  is  silent  as  to  whether  any  of  them  held  the  office  for  more  than 
one  term.  If  such  was  the  case  it  is  a  remarkable  one  and  shows  that  our  Ken- 
tucky brethren  believe  in  rotation  in  office.  Kentucky  has  the  reputation  of 
producing  magnificent  specimens  of  physical  manhood,  as  well  as  lovely  and 
beautiful  women,  and  a  glance  at  these  faces  proves  her  right  to  the  credit 
given  in  so  far  as  her  sons  are  concerned,  and  no  one  questions  the  loveliness, 
in  all  regards,  of  her  women.  There  are  forty-five  portraits  and  not  one  that 
has  not  the  sign  manual  of  a  noble  man  placed  there  by  the  Creditor  Himself. 

An  emergent  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Covington,  on  August  20, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  last  honors  to  the  memory  of  Grand  Recorder 
Lorenzo  Dow  Croninger,  who  died  on  the  i8th  of  that  month,  full  of  years, 
after  a  useful  life  and  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him.     Peace  to  his  ashes. 

Another  at  Louisville  on  December  i,  to  perform  a  like  duty  on  the  decease 
of  Past  Grand  Commander  Thos.  H.  Shirley,  who  died  on  November  29, 
aged  56  years ;  and  still  another  at  the  same  place  on  April  29,  in  memory  of 
Past  Grand  Commander  R.  H.  Thompson,  who  died  April  10,  in  the  63d  year 
of  his  age.  Eloquent  and  deserved  tribute  is  paid  to  each  and  all  of  these 
loved  and  distinguished  brethren. 

The  Fifty-second  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  May  17.  There 
were  present:  R.'.E.'.Sir  Charles  C.  Vogt,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Hy  B. 
Grant,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  except  two;  eleven 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  twenty-seven  Grand  Representatives — our's  not 
included— and  delegates  from  twenty-two  out  of  twentv-eight  Subordinate 
Commanderies.  The  regular  business  was  preceded  by  sundry  good  speeches 
and  an  eloquent  and  excellent  sermon. 

The  annual  address  is  a  carefully  prepared  and  full  resume  of  a  creditable 
and  successful  administration.  Proper  and  eloquent  tribute  is  paid  to  the 
Knightly  dead.  Being  great  admirers  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  much 
space  is  occupied  with  matters  connected  with  the  Triennial  at  Pittsburg. 
They  had  a  fund  of  $2,250  for  this  occasion,  and  spent  $2,165.62  of  it,  which 
was  enough  to  supply  Kentucky  Bourbon  enough  to  tangle  the  legs  and  mud- 
dle the  brains  of  a  multitude,  and  It  is  not  improbable  that  it  accomplished  its 
mission,  in  a  measure,  at  least. 

The  R.  E.  made  quite  a  number  of  visitations  to  his  Subordinates.  His 
dispensations  were  all  for  legitimate  purposes.  He  refused  one  to  allow  a 
couple  of  Louisville  Commanderies  to  parade  in  honor  of  the  First  Kentucky 
Regiment,  United  States  Volunteers,  on  its  return  from  Porto  Rico.  Correct. 
His  "decisions"  are  exactly  correct.  The  Grand  Commander's  staff  made 
reports  as  inspecting  officers,  from  which  we  gather  that  the  Order  is  in  excel- 
lent condition  in  that  Jurisdiction. 

The    proceedings  were  routine  and    of  local  Interest,  mostly.     We  note. 
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with  surprise,  that  a  loan  of  $1,000  was  authorized  to  be  made  '*to  cover  bills 
becoming  due.*'  Why  not  spend  less  on  Triennials  and  thus  avoid  the  neces- 
sity of  borrowing?  Our  Brother  Charles  will  think,  if  he  does  not  say  so— 
"What  business  of  your's  is  it,  Enoch?"  and  we  are  compelled  to  reply, 
"none  at  all." 

Totiil  membership,  2,147— a  loss  of  four. 

The  Correspondence  report  covers  120  pages,  reviews  the  transactions  of 
forty-six  Templar  governing  bodies,  and  is  the  work  of  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander Charles  R.  Woodruff.  Of  course  the  paper  Is  a  valuable  one  and 
contains  a  mine  of  really  interesting  matter  and  information  that  every  sensi- 
ble Templar  would,  or  should,  be  glad  to  get  hold  of,  but  we  will  bet  1 5  cents 
that  of  the  2,147  Templars  of  Kentucky,  2,100  will  never  read  a  line  of  it. 
Modern  Templars  don't  seem  to  hanker  after  sensible  literature  and  useful 
knowledge,  near  so  much  as  they  do  for  Old  Bourbon,  Banquets  and  Bom- 
bast We  are  sorry,  but  the  fact  remains. 
^  Our  Brother  Charles  devotes  three  pages  to  our  pamphlet  for  '98.  His 
review  is  characteristically  fraternal  and  courteous.  We  venture  to  copy  his 
reference  to  this  committee,  at  the  same  time  craving  the  indulgence  of  our 
Brother  Ruckle,  of  Indiana,  for  doing  so  : 

Correspondence.— Past  Gr^nd  Commander  E.  George  DeLap  submits  his 
eighteenth  report.  The  old  solder  has  kept  his  powder  dry,  and  his  aim  is  as 
unerring  as  of  yore.  Our  dear  brother  gives  to  Kentucky  proceedings  four  of 
his  brightest  pages,  overflowing  with  expressions  of  Knightly  kindness.  He 
copies  freely  from  the  annual  address  of  Grand  Commander  Thompson,  and 
rates  it  as  **a  good  one,  with  lots  of  good,  sound  barnyard  sense  in  it."  Sir 
Knight  DeLap  is  justly  correct  in  suggesting  that  the  pleasant  word  of  com- 
mendation to  the  present  writer  contained  therein  was  gratifying  to  him. 
indeed,  anyone  might  well  be  encouraged  by  praise  from  such  a  source. 

The  copy  of  the  Mississippi  proceedings,  handed  to  us  by  our  accomplished 
Grand  Recorder,  H.  B.  Grant,  is  marked  by  him  in  the  margin  by  two  pen- 
ciled exclamation  points,  where  the  following  comment  is  made  by  Sir  Knight 
IJeLap:  "Our  Brother  must  be  neiir  80  (he  was  Grand  Commander  in  1866) 
but  he  doesn't  look  it."  Let  us  try  a  little  of  Brother  DeLap's  arithmetic  on 
his  own  age.  Assuming  that  he  was  70  when  he  wrote  his  first  report,  he 
would  be  88  at  the  present  reading. 

In  quoting  one  of  our  screeds  upon  inert  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry, 
he  says:  **ln  which  we  do  not  concur  by  a  large  majority."  He  can  now 
write  K'i7//  a  large  majority,  for  the  late  Grand  Encampment  riveted  the  Chap- 
ter to  the  Commandery  good  and  tight,  so  that  we  must  be  content  to  lapse 
Into  an  oriental  optimism  and  regard  "whatever  is,  is  right." 

He  is  equally  fortunate  in  insisting  that  perpetual  jurisdiction  should  be 
eliminated  from  Templar  statute  books,  and  that  a  rejected  applicant  should 
have  the  right  to  petition  another  Commandery  at  the  expiration  of  three 
years.    Such  is  now  the  Grand  Encampment  law. 

We  deeply  appreciate  the  affectionate  terms  of  good  will  that  Sir  Knight 
DeLap  is  kind  enough  to  use  of  us  personally,  and  most  heartily  and  sincerely 
reciprocate  them  all  and  wish  for  him  a  long  continuance  of  renewed  health, 
and  such  a  length  of  days  as  he  might  desire. 

Of  course  Brother  Charles  is  wrong  in  fact  but  right  in  figures.  We  were 
only  40  when  we  wrote  our  first  report  and  while  we  own.  to  be  a  little 


76  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

elderlyj  we  feel  tolerably  young  yet.    We  are  obliged  to  our  good  friend  for 
his  kind  words  anent  our  report.    We  clip  this  from  his  ''conclusion:*' 

The  Grand  Commandery  of  Kentucky  has  now  before  it  our  twenty-sixth 
report  on  Correspondence,  and,  in  most  respectfully  presenting  the  same,  we 
trust  that  our  Templar  brethren  may  find  things  in  it  both  interesting  and 
profitable. 

During  the  many  years  In  which  these  reports  have  been  annually  submit- 
ted, we  have  had  the  frequently  recurrent  pain  of  losing  the  companionship  of 
dear  brothers,  one  by  one,  until  an  effort  of  memory  is  required  to  recall  all  of 
their  fading  pictures.  Indeed,  this  natural  experience  is  the  inevitable  penalty 
that  time  carries  with  it, 

"For  each  day  brings  its  petty  dust. 
Our  soon  choked  souls  to  fill ; 
And  we  forget  because  we  must, 
And  not  because  we  will." 

Sir  Jas.  T.  Hedges  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Alf.  H.  Bryant,  Grand 
Recorder;  Past  Grand  Commander  C.  R.  Woodruff,  Correspondent. 


LOUISIANA— 1899. 

The  Thirty-sixth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  February 
17.  There  were  present;  R.'.E.'.Sir  Robert  Strong,  Grand  Commander; 
R. '.£.'. Sir  Richard  Lambert,  Grand  Recorder,  the  rest  of  the  staff  save  the 
Junior  Grand  Warden  and  Grand  Sword  Bearer,  fourteen  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders, eighteen  Grand  Representatives,  and  Delegates  from  four  Subordin- 
ate Commanderies. 

The  R.'.E.'.opensa  brief  but  well-written  address  as  follows: 

The  year  that  has  just  passed  by  will  go  down  in  history  as  a  most  memo- 
rable one,  not  only  from  a  local  view,  but  from  a  national  one  as  well.  The 
country  has  been  plunged  into  thunderous  warfare,  and  it  is  with  no  little 
pride  that  I  here  state  that  many  of  our  gallant  and  brave  Sir  Knights  were 
among  the  vast  contingent  who  responded  so  promptly  to  the  call  of  their 
beloved  country,  and  aided  materially  in  the  unparalleled  victories  of  our 
armv  and  navy,  which  resulted  in  the  successful  termination  of  the  war,  and 
made  the  nation  more  united  than  ever  in  bonds  of  love  and  true  brotherhood. 

Appropriate  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  merit  of  the  Knightly  dead. 
He  reports  one  dispensation  for  a  new  Commandery,  at  Alexandria.  He 
made  the  following  decisions,  both  of  which  are  eminently  correct : 

"  *i.  Can  a  Sir  Knight  remain  in  good  standing  in  the  Commandery,  his 
dues  being  paid,  when  he  fails  to  keep  up  his  dues  in  subordinute  bodies  and 
is  suspended  in  either  or  both,  the  Blue  Lodge  or  Chapter,  for  non-payment 
of  dues  ?' 

"My  answer  is  that  he  cannot,  as  the  Code  of  Statutes  and  Digest  of  Tem- 
plar Law,  Title  23,  Section  2,  forbids  it,  and  reads :  *  Expulsion  or  suspension 
from  his  Masonic  rights  by  his  Lodge  or  Chapter  deprives  a  Knight  of  all 
rights  and  privileges  in  his  Commandery  and  of  all  intercourse  with  the 
Order.' 
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'In  your  second  question  you  ask :  *What  rights  has  a  dimitted  Sir  Knight 
to  visit  the  Commandery  after  being  twelve  months  in  a  locality  and  not 
attempting  to  affiliate  with  a  Commandery?' 

*Mn  reply  would  state,  tha^  it  is  optional  with  the  Commandery,  as  1  know 
of  no  law  to  prevent  him  from  visiting  a  Commandery,  if  he  is  in  good  stiind- 
ing  in  his  Lodge  or  Chapter.  1  rule  that  the  Commandery  is  to  be  the  judge. 
By  giving  him  permission  to  visit  a  Commandery  there  is  always  a  better 
chance  to  induce  him  to  affiliate. 

**I  am,  courteously  and  fraternally  yours, 

"ROBERT  Strong,  Grand  Commander." 

In  connection  with  the  above  letter,  would  state  that  the  Code  of  Statutes 
and  Digest  of  Templar  Law  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States, 
as  revised,  amended  and  adopted  at  the  Twenty-seventh  Triennial,  held  at 
Pittsburg,  last  October,  reads  as  follows : 

"Title  35,  Section  i.  Hereafter,  voluntary  non-affiliation  in  Lodge  or 
Chapter  for  six  months,  shall  deprive  a  Knight  Templar  of  his  membership 
in  the  Commandery. 

"Section  2.  An  unaffiliated  Knight  Templar  is  not  entitled  to  Templar 
honors;  but  the  Commandery  may  grant  them,  or  it  may  withhold  them,  at 
its-discretion.'* 

He  reports  that  quite  a  number  were  pious  in  uniform  and  swords  on  As- 
cension Day.  and  we  trust  they  were  spiritually  benefitted  thereby,  but  doubt 
it.    Of  the  Triennial  he  says,  in  part : 

The  Sir  Knights  of  this  jurisdiction  did  not  make  any  attempt  to  attend  in 
a  body,  in  consequence  of  the  yellow  fever  scare  and  the  senseless  quarantine 
which  existed  in  the  South  at  that  time.  We  were,  however,  ably  repre- 
sented by  Right  Eminent  Past  Grand  Commander,  Samuel  Alston,  who  made 
the  pilgrimage,  accompanied  by  a  few  of  the  Sir  Knights  of  this  jurisdiction. 

Quarantines,  properly  conducted,  are  never  senseless,  and  our  Crescent  City 
brethren  know  this  to  be  true  as  well  as  the  rest  of  us.  They  occasionally 
indulge  in  the  luxury  themselves !  In  this  connection  the  old  "saw"  recurs, 
"It' makes  all  the  difference  in  the  world  whose  ox  is  gored.''  There  is  only 
one  thing  in  all  God's  universe  that  can  make  an  unselfish  man,  and  that  is 
to  fill  his  heart  with  Divine  Love,  and  only  God  can  do  that. 

Proceedings  were  local  and  routine.  Treasury  contained  a  balance  of 
$342.12.     Receipts,  $337.50.     Total  membership  373 — a  gain  of  fourteen. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Covers  seventy-six  pages  and  is  the  work  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Sam'l 
M.  Todd,  and  carefully  and  courteously  digests  the  minutes  of  most  of  the 
Templar  legislatures,  Mississippi  for  rSgS  among  the  rest.  Under  Alabama, 
and  before  quoting  the  foolish  episode  of  the  adoption  of  the  "first  born"  of 
the  Grand  Commander,  he  says : 

The  following  unique  and  impressive  ceremony  we  give  in  full  as  something 
entirely  new  in  Templar  Masonry. 

We  feel  tolerably  sure  that  our  Brother  Todd  will  concur  in  our  hope  that 
the  disease  may  not  spread.  This  is  another  case  where  a  well-conducted 
quarantine  should  be  established  and  kept  up  indefinitely! 
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Brother  Todd  devotes  three  pages  to  our  pnmphletand  quotes  liberally  from 
our  minutes,  copying  the  Law  report  in  full,  but  without  endorsement  or 
demur.    Of  our  report  he  says : 

The  eighteenth  annual  report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  was  presented 
by  R.'.E.'.Sir  E.  George  DeLap,  Past  Grand  Commander,  being  a  full  and 
comprehensive  review  of  the  sayings  and  doings  of  thirty-aine  Grand  Com- 
manderies,  filling  114  closely  written  pa^es,  Louisiana  for  1897  being  honored 
with  a  full  page,  giving  in  part  the  opening  of  Past  Grand  Master  Fellows' 
report  on  correspondence,  expressing  his  idea  of  what  a  report  on  correspon- 
dence should  consist. 

Now,  we  think  that  our  distinguished  frater  was  somewhat  unjust  in  his 
remarks  upon  the  selection  quoted  from  M.'.E. '.Grand  Master  Fellows' 
report,  but  under  present  conditions  we  decline  to  discuss  this  matter  further 
than  to  remark  in  this,  our  first  introduction  into  the  ranks  of  the  learned  fra- 
ternity of  correspondents,  that  in  our  humble  opinion  his  first  duty  is  to  the 
fraters  of  his  own  jurisdiction,  giving  them  information  as  to  the  sayings  and 
doings  of  sister  jurisdictions,  making  extracts  and  commenting  thereon,  when 
it  seems  necessary.  In  our  case  it  has  been  almost  impossible,  in  many 
instances,  having  received  most  of  the  copies  of  proceedings  in  bulk  and  quite 
a  number  now  at  the  close  of  our  Masonic  year.  The  report  of  our  learned 
frater  contains  many  choice  selections,  with  appropriate  comments,  which  we 
would  gladly  copy  but  for  want  of  time  and  space. 

We  do  not  now  recall  what  we  said,  but  we  can  assure  our  brother  that 
there  was  no  injustice  in  our  heart  towards  our  good  Brother  Fellows,  who 
has  since  entered  upon  his  reward  in  heaven,  and  if  any  such  sentiment 
cropped  out  we  sincerely  regret  it.  Grand  Master  Fellows  was  much  the 
better  judge,  of  these  matters,  of  the  two. 

Our  brother  Todd's  maiden  effort  needs  no  apology,  as  it  is  among  the  very 
best  and  comprehensive  reports  in  the  ent're  list. 

R.*.E.\Sir  Thomas  B.  Chase  is  Grand  Commander;  R.\E.\Sir  Richard 
Lambert,  Grand  Recorder;  R.'.E.'.Samuel  M.  Todd,  P.G.C.,  Correspondent. 


MARYLAND-1898. 

The  usual  special  Conclave  for  the  Installation  of  the  officers  of  the  Subor- 
dinate Commanderles  (a  custom,  by  ths  way,  the  benefits  of  which  do  not 
countervail  the  extra  cost,  because  this  function  could  be  as  well  performed  in 
the  Asylums  of  the  different  commands  as  in  one  place,  and  by  Past  Com- 
manders as  well  as  by  the  ordinary  Grand  Commander)  was  held  In  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  April  11. 

The  Twenty-eighth  Annual  was  held  also  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Novem- 
ber 22.  Present:  R. '.E.'. Thomas  Jacob  Shryock,  Grand  Commander;  E.". 
Sir  Jno.  H.  Miller,  Grand  Recorder,  Four  of  the  staff  were  absent.  Twen- 
ty-one Grand  Representatives  were  in  attendance,  not  including  ours,  eleven 
Past  Grand  Commanders',  and  Representatives  of  twelve  Subordinate  Com- 
manderles. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  well-written  resume  of  the  principal 
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events  of  his  administration,  most  of  which  were  of  local  interest.  An  inci- 
dent of  the  trip  to  Pittsburg  was  the  death  of  Past  Commander  George  W. 
Starr,  who  **in  the  full  strength  of  manhood  and  life,  was  stricken  by  the 
hand  of  Death  whilst  enroute  to  Pittsburg."  Of  him  and  the  events  con- 
nected with  his  burial  the  R.  E.  says : 

Past  Commander  Starr  was  a  man  well-known  to  every  Sir  Knight  in  our 
Jurisdiction,  beloved  by  them  all  for  his  manliness  of  character,  his  honesty 
of  purpose  and  his  true  love  for  the  Order.  He  was  respected  in  the  com- 
munity as  a  successful  business  man,  as  one  whose  word  was  as  good  as  his 
bond.  In  his  particular  line  of  business  he  was  a  master  of  the  art,  and  his 
fame  spread  far  beyond  the  boundary  line  of  his  city  and  State.  Upon  our 
arrival  in  Pittsburg  with  his  remains,  they  were  taken  in  charge  by  Sir 
Knight  Hudson  Samson,  who  performed  the  last  sad  service,  that  of  prepar- 
ing the  body  for  burial,  furnishing  the  hearse  and  accessories  for  the  funeral, 
for  all  of  which  he  declined  any  remuneration  whatever.  His  action  filled  our 
hearts  with  gratitude,  and  I  trust  will  receive  proper  consideration  from  the 
hands  of  this  Grand  Body.  The  funeral  escort  at  Pittsburg  was  composed  of 
the  Sir  Knights  of  the  several  Commanderies  of  that  Jurisdiction  and  by  the 
Maryland  battalion ;  and,  In  the  presence  of  a  concourse  of  thousands  of  citi- 
zens of  Pittsburg,  who  stood  uncovered  and  in  silence,  we  bore  his  body  to 
the  train,  which  conveyed  it  to  Baltimore,  accompanied  by  Sir  Knight  Charles 
W,  Hatter,  P.  G.  C.  He  was  buried  from  his  residence  in  Baltimore  with 
the  rites  of  the  Order. 

There  are  not  many  Hudson  Samsons  in  our  **day  and  generation;'*  at 
least  we  have  not  met  many.  Proper  tribute  is  also  paid,  in  the  address,  to 
others  who  had  crossed  the  Dark  River. 

He  Issued  an  order  for  the  Commanderies  to  assemble  on  Ascension  Day 
and  go  to  church  in  **Full  Templar  uniform.  Vione  others  admitud!"'  Com- 
ment along  here  would  be  superfluous.  The  thing  speaks  for  itself  and  Is  a 
practical  demonstration  of  the  entire  absence  of  a  devotional  spirit  in  this  sort 
of  worship. 

The  Proceedings  were  routine  and  of  local  interest.  The  Grand  Recorder's 
report  shows  a  net  gain  of  thirty-seven  and  a  total  membership  of  1,234. 
Finances  healthy.  Order  in  good  and  growing  condition.  They  have  a  com- 
mittee, but  there  is  no  report  on  Correspondence.  Hope  for  better  results 
next  time. 

Sir  Jno.  W.  Snyder  is  R.'.E. '.Grand  Commander;  E.'.Sir  Jno.  H.  Miller 
is  Grand  Recorder,  and  Past  Grand  Commander  Wm  H.  Rugby  Is  Corres- 
pondent. 

MICHIGAN-iSgg. 

•The  Forty-third  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids,  May  16. 
There  were  present:  R.'.E.'.Sir  Francis  M.  Moore,  Grand  Commander; 
R. '.E.'.Sir  John  A.«  Gerow,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  staff,  sixteen  Past 
Grand  Commanders,  two  Past  Deputy  Grand  Commanders,  fifty-one  Past 
Eminent  Commanders,  and  delegates  from  forty-five  out  of  forty-seven  Sub- 
ordinate Commanderies. 
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The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  covers  twenty-five  pages  and  is  a 
comprehensive,  intelligent  and  careful  resunu  of  a  successful  and  creditable 
administration.  He  pays  proper  and  deserved  tribute  to  the  Knightly  dead. 
Two  Past  Grand  Commanders,  R.'.E.'.Sirs  Frank  Henderson  and  Albert 
Stiles,  passed  away  during  the  year.  Peace  to  their  ashes.  He  issued  a  long 
list  of  dispensations,  but  all  for  proper  purposes.  He  refus<?d  one  for  permis- 
sion to  parade,  **in  honor  of  returned  soldiers,  the  same  not  being  a  Masonic 
occasion."  His  decisions  were  of  local  interest  only.  He  constituted  one 
new  Commandery,  which  started  business  with  a  capital  of  twenty-eight 
members.  He  inspected  several  commanderies,  and  members  of  his  staff 
inspected  others.    Of  the  Masonic  Home  he  says : 

1  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  needs  of  the  Masonic  Home ;  1  would 
that  substantial  and  timely  aid  might  be  granted  this  Home,  and  if  our  finan- 
cial condition  will  warrant  it,  I  hope  and  trust  a  liberal  donation,  as  liberal  as 
our  circumstances  will  permit  will  be  voted  by  this  Grand  Body,  and  I  leave 
this  matter  in  your  hands  and  ask  a  reference  of  the  same  to  the  Finance 
Committee. 

The  address,  as  a  whole,  Is  an  elegant  paper. 

Proceedings  mostly  local  and  routine.  The  Grand  Recorder  reports  the 
receipt  of  $4,753.47  of  dues  received  from  Subordinate  Commanderies,  which 
is  a  trifle  better  than  we  can  do,  at  this  period  in  the  world's  history.  He 
closes  his  report  as  follows  : 

Sir  Knights,  with  the  closing  of  this  Conclave,  I  shall  conclude  my  term  of 
service  as  vour  Grand  Recorder.  For  the  many  acts  of  kindness  and  for  the 
confidence  and  esteem  you  have  reposed  in  me,  I  return  my  heartfelt  thanks, 
and  shall  ever  treasure  the  memories  of  the  few  years  of  service  as  Grand 
Recorder  with  affection,  and  although  I  lay  aside'  the  official  duties,  I  hope 
and  trust  that  your  friendship  may  still  be  mine  to  cheer  me  on  through  the 
pilgrimage  of  life. 

They  don't  find  many  better  officers  than  he  has  been  and  as  a  Templar 
correspondent  he  stands  very  near  the  head.  May  God  bless  and  "keep  him 
unto  Eternal  Life.*' 

Grand  Treasurer's  report  show.-?  a  balance  In  hand  of  $),658,2[  !  Still 
ahead  of  us!     Pay  roll,  $1,473. 5a    General  expenses  $1,946.43. 

Our  old  and  valued  friend  McCurdy  was  present  and  offered  the  following 
resolution  which  passed  unanimously,  of  course  : 

Whereas,  our  beloved  Frater,  the  Rev.  Francis  A.  Blades,  Grand  Prelate 
of  this  Grand  Commandery,  is  not  able  to  attend  this  Grand  Conclave  by 
reason  of  sickness,  therefore. 

Resolved  that  this  Grand  Body  tenders  to  our  absent  frater  Its  profound 
sympathy  and  condolence,  and  pray  our  Father  in  Heaven  to  restore  him  to 
perfect  health,  that  he  may  be  spared  to  us  for  many  years  to  minister  at  our 
altar  and  lead  us  in  our  devotions  10  the  Templar  God,  the  home  of  the  bles- 
sed Immanuel,  ^ 

Resolved,  that  the  Grand  Recorder  be  and  is  hereby  instructed  to  send  an 
attested  copy  of  this  preamble  and  resolution  to  our  Grand  Prelate. 

We  note  that  in  almost  all  the  reports  the  following  verbiage  obtains: 
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*'Your  *  *  committee  to  whorn*^  etc.,  using  the  personal  pronoun,  instead 
of  the  relative  ichicb^  which  we  consider  a  little  shaky,  grammatically  consid- 
ered. What  think  you,  Brother  Anthony?  It  is  barely  possible  that  our 
contention  may  cause  hostilities,  and  if  so  we  shall  be  content. 

An  elegant  portrait  of  the  retiring  Grand  Commander  adorns  the  pamphlet. 
He  is  both  handsome  and  good  looking. 

Total  membership  5,665— a  gain  of  thirty. 

One  hundred  pages  of  the  pamphlet  are  taken  up  by  the  correspondence 
report,  which  is  the  maiden  effort  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Henry  L. 
Anthony,  who  shies  his  castor  into  the  ring  with  these  remarks: 

**I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  first  effort  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence,  ♦  *  ♦  and  1  bespeak  for  it  the  charitable 
criticism  of  my  colaborcrs.*'  He  then  goes  at  it  like  an  expert  and  produces 
an  admirable  paper.  Being  a  Wolverine,  he  is  naturally  modest  and  is  sparing 
of  personal  comments,  a  rule  that  has  iong  been  followed  hy  Correspondents 
of  this  jurisdiction. 

Under  Massachusetts  we  find  these  : 

One  peculiar  custom  we  observe  in  the  issuing  of  dispensations  to  Com- 
manderies  to  parade  on  Sunday  throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  as  well 
as  some  others  in  New  England.  "Permission  is  given  to  parade  with  ban- 
ners, but  without  music." 

To  the  uncultured  in  the  wild  and  woolly  West  it  looks  like  "playing  Hamlet*, 
with  Hamlet  left  out,"  and  smacks  a  little  of  the  Puritanism  of  the  old  days. 
We  can  hardly  imagine  how  a  military  organization  could  parade  in  full  uni- 
form with  banners  flying,  without  music.  Better  dispense  with  the  parade 
entirely,  if  music  is  to  be  forbidden. 

There  is  precious  little  of  old-time  Puritanism  in  desecrating  the  Lord's 
Day  in  this  way,  with  or  without  "Music  and  Banners."  The  early  Puri- 
tans of  New  England  allowed  no  whistling  on  Sunday  and  the  idea  that  they 
would  countenance  the  invasion  of  God's  House  on  that  day  by  a  lot  of  men 
in  cocked  hats,  plumes  and  swords  tangled  up  with  their  legs,  is  too  utterly 
absurd  to  talk  about.  Every  one  of  the  offenders  would  have  been  sent  to 
goal  without  benefit  of  clergy  1  Mississippi  for  '98  gets  two  pages  of  kindly 
and  courteous  notice.  He  characterizes  Brother  Thompson's  sermon  as  an 
eloquent  one.    Of  the  Grand  Encampment  resolutions  he  says: 

At  this  Conclave  the  so-called  Mississippi  resolutions  were  adopted  relative 
to  the  Grand  Encampment;  but  as  the  Triennial  at  Pittsburg  has  now 
become  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  they  were  not  adopted,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
mention  them  particularly  here,  save  to  put  ourselves  on  record  as  saying 
that  we  indorse  the  sentiment  of  Sir  Speed,  and  beg  to  sav  "vour  head  is 
level." 

Fred's  head  is  always  level.  He  notes  the  absence  of  Michigan  from  our 
report,  but  the  fault  therefor  was  not  ours.  Brother  A.;  we  have  a  warm  place 
for  her  always. 

R.'.E.'.Sir  Eugene  P.  Robertson  is  Grand  Commander;  R.'.E.'.H.  L. 
Anthony,  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent. 
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MISSOURI— 1899. 

Thirty-eighth  Annua!  at  St.  Louis,  April  25,  Present :  Sir  Jno.  Greenough, 
V. *.£.'. Deputy  Grand  Commander,  presiding ;  Sir  Wm,  H.  Mayo,  Grand  Re- 
corder, sixteen  Past  Grand  Commanders,  a  like  number  of  Past  Eminent 
Commanders,  and,  singular  to  relate,  sixteen  Sir  Knights,  not  representa- 
tives, thirty-three  Grand  Representatives,  and  delegates  from  fifty-six  out  of 
fifty-eight  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  following  accounts  for  the  absence  of  the  R.'.E. '.Grand  Commander: 

The  v.*. E.'. Deputy  Grand  Commander  made  the  following  explanation 
accounting  for  the  absence  of  the  R/.E. '.Grand  Commander: 

**lt  is  with  regret  that  I  have  to  announce  the  enforced  absence  of  the  R.', 
E.*.(jrand  Commander,  Sir  Knight  Morris  Fred  Bell  from  this  Annual  Con- 
clave. 1  am  informed  his  duty  as  Adjutant-General  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
has  compelled  his  attendance  at  the  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  to 
have  audited  the  claims  of  the  State  against  the  general  government  incurred 
in  equipping  and  placing  in  the  field  Missouri's  quota  of  volunteers  in  the  late 
war  with  Spain. 

*Mt  was  somewhat  of  a  surprise  to  me  to  leiirn  at  a  very  late  hour,  that  our 
Grand  Commander  would  not  be  with  us,  and  trust  you  will  be^ir  with  me  in 
any  errors  I  may  make  in  dispatching  the  business  of  this  Conclave.  The 
Grand  Recorder  has  received  from  R.".E.".Sir  Knight  Bell  his  annual  address, 
which  he  will  now  proceed  to  read.'* 

Though  absent  himself,  his  address  was  there  and  read  by  Grand  Recorder 
Mayo,  and  is  an  eloquent  and  elegant  paper.    Of  the  Knightly  dead  he  says : 

It  has  been  well  said  :  **lt  cannot  be  that  earth  is  man's  abiding  place.  It 
cannot  be  that  life  is  a  mere  bubble,  cast  up  by  eternity,  to  float  a  moment  on 
its  waves  and  then  sink  into  nothingness;  else  why  is  it  that  the  glorious 
aspirations  which  leap  like  angels  from  the  temple  of  one's  he;irt  are  forever 
wandering  unsatisfied?  Why  is  it  that  the  stars  that  hold  their  festivals 
around  the  midnight  throne  are  set  above  the  grasp  of  our  limited  faculty,  for- 
ever mocking  us  with  their  unapproachable  glory?  And,  finally,  whv  is  it 
that  bright  forms  of  beauty  presented  to  our  view  are  t;iken  from  us,  leaving 
the  thousand  realms  of*  affection  to  tlovv  back  in  Alpine  torrents  upon  our 
hearts?  There  is  a  realm  where  the  rainbow  never  fades;  where  the  stars 
will  spread  out  before  us  like  shadows,  and  will  stay  in  our  presence  forever.*' 

What  man  is  he  that  liveth  and  shall  not  see  death  ?  With  our  departed 
brothers,  life's  conflict  is  over;  they  have  laid  aside  the  cross-hilt  sword  and 
those  emblems  of  the  Christian  faith  which  emphasize  our  belief  in  our  bles- 
sed Redeemer.  The  days  of  our  years  are  but  three-score  and  ten  :  and  if,  by 
reason  of  strength,  they  be  four-score  years,  yet  is  their  strength,  labor,  and 
sorrow,  for  it  is  soon  cut  off  and  we  fiy  away.  We  are  as  grass  which 
groweth  up  in  the  morning  :  it  flourishes  and  groweth  up;  in  the  evening  it 
is  cut  down  and  withered. 

**Go  wing  thy  flight  from  star  to  star, 
From  world  to  luminous  worlds  so  far, 
As  the  universe  spreads  its  flaming  wall. 
Take  all  the  pleasures  of  all  the  spheres. 
And  multiply  each  through  endless  years, 
One  moment  of  heaven  is  worth  them  all.'' 


FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE.  83 

He  expatiates  considerably  on  the  "generous  hearted  people  of  Pittsburg" 
who  kindly  furnished  rooms  twenty  feet  square  at  $1  a  foot  per  day !  Some 
people  have  singular  ideas  as  to  what  constitutes  '* hospitality r* 

He  quotes  the  "Christmas  Toast,"  which  was  this:  "To  our  M. •.£.'. 
Grand  Master,  Reuben  Hidley  Lloyd,  who  rules  the  Templar  Host  from  Point 
Barrow  to  Porto  Rico,  from  the  Passamaquoddy  to  the  Phillipines!"  To 
which  the  Grand  Master  responded  thusly:  "A  *Host,'  whose  armor  is 
truth;  whose  watchword  is  brotherly  love;  whose  mission  is  peace;  whose 
purpose,  moral  and  intellectual  developement,  must  in  time  capture  the 
world." 

We  endorse  both  sentiments,  only  expressing  a  doubt  of  the  fruition  of 
the  conclusion  that  the  Grand  Master  draws  from  his  premises,  unless  there 
is  a  change  for  the  better  in  the  personel  of  the  Order. 

His  dispensations  were  all  for  proper  purposes,  three  of  them  allowing  Com- 
manderies  to  be  pious  in  uniform  and  according  to  the  Templar  tactics  in  use 
in  that  jurisdiction.  He  refused  dispensations  to  parade  on  secular  occasions, 
to  two  of  his  Subordinates. 

His  decisions  were  in  accord  with  law.  The  proceedings  were  mostly  of 
local  interest. 

Total  receipts,  $4,922,  disbursements,  including  Triennial  expenses,  16,070, 
but  they  still  have  a  balance  in  hand  of  $4,039,  which  is  not  bad. 

The  Masonic  Home  is  in  good  condition.  They  pay  Grand  Commander 
$250  a  year;  Grand  Recorder  $1,000;  Grand  Treasurer  $100;  Correspondent 
$200.    It  cost  them  just  $2,365.80  to  attend  the  Triennial  show. 

Brother  Mayo  presented  his  twenty-second  report  as  Correspondent,  in 
wliich  hexCarefully  digests  the  proceedings  of  nearly  all  the  Templar  govern- 
ing bodies,  in  his  usual  courteous  and  entertaining  style,  Mississippi  for  1898 
getting  two  pages  of  polite  attention.    He  concludes  with  this  request : 

Will  Brother  DeLap  please  inform  Grand  Recorder  Power  that  your  repre- 
sentative to  Missouri,  the  Hon.  Alex.  M.  Dockery,  is  an  ex-member  of  Con- 
gress and  an  M.  D.,  but  we  never  heard  of  his  being  a  graduate  of  a  theolog- 
ical seminary. 

IVe  icill.  It  is  not  a  common  thing  for  a  member  of  Congress  to  develop 
sufficient  spirituality  to  cause  him  to  be  taken  for  a  theologian,  and  we  are 
inclined  to  think  that  Brother  Power  must  have  been  dreaming  when  he 
called  Brother  Dockery  a  "Sky  Pilot."  He  doesn't  get  drunk,  or  the  solution 
of  the  error  would  be  easy. 
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We  appropriate  Brother  Mayors  statistical  exhibit,  with  thanks : 
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(*From  procedings  of  1897.) 

R.'.E. '.Sir  John  Greenough  is  Grand  Commander.    Grand  Recorder  and 
'orrespondent  as  before. 
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MINNESOTA-1899. 

The  Thirty-fourth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Duluth,  June  24.  Pres- 
ent: R.'.E.'.Sir  Wm.  E.  Richardson,  Grand  Commander ;  R.'.E.'.Sir  Thos. 
Montgomery,  Grand  Recorder,  and  all  the  balance  of  the  staff  except  the  Jun- 
ior Grand  Warden  and  the  Grand  Prelate,  nine  Past  Grand  Commanders, 
several  other  Past  Grand  officers,  sundry  Past  Commanders,  twenty-two 
Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  twenty-five  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  quite  lengthy  and  refers  to  local  mat- 
ters, principally.    He  opens  as  follows: 

Sir  KNIGHTS:  As  your  Grand  Commander  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
welcome  you  to  the  thirty-fourth  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Command- 
ery  of  Minnesota.  As  a  member  of  Duluth  Commandery,  No.  18,  it  affords 
me  equal  pleasure  to  welcome  you  to  our  Asylum.  We  welcome  you  to 
the  hearts  and  homes  of  every  Knight  Templar.  We  trust  that  your  visit 
to  this  city  may  be  pleasant  to  yourselves  and  of  great  benefit  to  the  Order. 

We  meet  again  as  brothers,  and  our  hearts  are  warmed  with  fraternal  love. 
The  cares  ana  anxieties  of  life  are  forgotten  in  the  pleasures  of  friendly  greet- 
ing and  good  fellowship.  Our  first  duty  is  to  render  thanks  to  our  Father 
who  is  in  Heaven  for  his  kindness  to  us  during  the  past  year.  May  ^e  in  all 
our  deliberations  be  governed  by  His  beneficent  spirit. 

Appropriate  and  tender  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the 
Knightly  dead,  both  of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdictions. 

He  reports  that  all  his  Subordinate  Com  manderies  except  three,  were  pious 
in  uniform  on  Easter  and  Ascension  days,  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  partici- 
pants had  their  **spiritual  strength"  renewed,  but  we  doubt  itT  His  dispensa- 
tions were  all  for  proper  purposes.  His  decisions  were  correct,  but  not  of 
general  interest. 

From  reports  of  inspections  made  by  himself  and  staff,  all  of  which  are 
included  in  the  address,  we  infer  that  the  Order  is  in  excellent  general  condi- 
tion In  that  State.  He  devotes  considerable  space  to  the  Pittsburg  Triennial, 
in  which  we  find  some  reference  to  the  **open-hearted  and  hospitable  hosts," 
which  makes  us  tired.  Open-hearted  hospitality  at  $5  a  day  for  pork  and 
benns  and  a  "shake  down,"  don't  strike  this  committee  favorably.  "Skasely!" 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  receipts  from  Grand  Recorder,  $2,511.19,  a 
balance  on  hand  of  $2,065.68  and  disbursements  of  $2,178.11,  leaving  bal- 
ance now  of  $2,398.76.  Grand  Recorder  Montgomery  gets  $300  per  annum 
as  Grand  Recorder,  and  $100  as  Correspondent,  and  he  earns  it  all,  and  more. 
Total  membership  2,602 — a  gain  of  sixty-six. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Thomas  Montgomery  reviews  the  proceedings  of 
forty-two  Templar  Grands  in  a  report  on  Correspondence  covering  seventy- 
seven  pages  in  his  usual  pleasant,  courteous  and  entertaining  style,  Missis- 
sippi for  '98  included.  Brother  Montgomery  devotes  a  page  and  a  half  to  our 
**doings,"  but  he  is  so  very  modest  that  he  never  indulges  in  any  fulminations 
of  his  own,  hence  there  is  no  chance  to  clip.  He  says,  however,  that  he 
*'takes  no  exceptions  to  a  good-natured  joke."    We  felt  pretty  sure  that  we 
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had  made  no  mistake  in  our  estimate  of  his  character.     We  clip  a  part  of  his 
peroration : 

As  the  heart  of  our  nation  has  been  full  of  the  warm  glow  of  patriotic  fire 
during  the  past  year,  so  expression  has  been  given  to  this  prevailing  senti- 
ment m  the  addresses  of  Grand  Commanders  and  the  writings  of  correspond- 
ents North  and  South,  East  and  West,  selections  from  which  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  report.  The  United  States  will  never  want  for  men  when 
her  cause  is  just,  as  it  surely  was  In  the  late  conflict  with  Spain.  May  the 
God  of  our  fathers  ever  control  in  the  destiny  of  this  nation,  and  give  success 
to  every  effort  of  organized  societies,  church  or  State  to  ameliorate  the  condi- 
tion of  the  down  trodden,  ignorant  and  unfortunate  wherever  they  may  exist. 

Within  a  year  six  eminent  co-workers  (Recorders  and  Correspondents) 
have  laid  aside  their  working  tools  and  gone  to  their  eternal  reward,  viz.,  L. 
D.  Croninger,  of  Kentucky,  Wm.  A.  McLean,  of  Florida,  Enoch  T-  Carson, 
of  Ohio,  James  A.  Henry,  of  Arkansas,  Wm.  R  Bowen,  of  Nebraska,  and 
S,  P.  Hamilton,  of  Georgia.  We  drop  a  sympathetic  tear  at  their  graves,  and, 
with  a  firm  faith  in  the  Christian's  future,  resume  and  continue  our  earthly 
labors  until  our  turn  for  promotion  comes. 

Our  statistical  table  gives  evidence  of  the  continuous,  steady  growth  of  our 
valiant  and  magnanimous  Order,  and  we  think  will  repay  research.  It  has 
meager  foothold,  however,  outside  of  the  United  States,  and  none  that  we 
know  of,in  any  other  than  English  speaking  countries. 

Minnesota  during  the  past  year  has  more  than  doubled  the  average  per  cent 
in  net  gain  and  is  much  above  the  average  in  the  per  cent  of  work  done. 

We  close  with  a  hearty  greeting  to  all  co-laborers  and  Sir  Knights  every- 
where, but  especially  to  our  Minnesota  fraters,  whom  we  have  always  found 
worthy  of  our  confidence  and  entitled  to  our  highest  esteem  and  regard. 

R.'.E.'.Sir  Jno.  C.  Munro  is  Grand  Commander;  R.'.E.'.Sir  Thos.  Mont- 
gomery is  again  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


MAINE— 1899. 

The  Forty-eighth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Portland,  May  4.     There 

were  present:  R.'.E.'. Frank  E.  Sleeper,  Grand  Commander;  R.'.E. '.Stephen 

Berry,  Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  delegates  from   all  the 

Subordinate  Com manderies  (nineteen),  thirteen  Past  Grand  Commanders, 

several  other  Past  Grand  Officers,  about  fifty  Past  Commanders,  and  thirty 

Grand  Representatives,  including    ours— Brother  Drummond,  venerable  in 

years,  pre-eminent  in  learning  and  ability,  and  with  no  superior  as  a  Masonic 

statesman  and  jurist.     We  feel  a  little  **stuck  up"  because  we  are  represented 
by  a  Mason  so  distinguished  and  so  able. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  elegant  paper.  We  copy  his  open- 
ing: 

The  day  upon  which  the  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery  must 
be  opened  in  obedience  to  its  Statutes,'the  day  which  brings  again  to  us  oppor- 
tunities of  exchanging  hand-clasp  and  fraternal  greeting,'  the  day  so  oft  antic- 
ipated and  so  anxiously  awaited,  the  day  upon  which  some  of  us  lay  aside  the 
cares  of  office  and  others  assume  new  responsibilities,  has  once  more  returned, 
and  1  bid  you  all  a  most  hearty  welcome  to  our  Forty-eighth  Annual  Conclave. 
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The  year  now  closing  has  been,  in  some  respects,  the  most  remarkable  in 
the  history  of  our  nation.  A  foreign  war  has  been  successfully  terminated, 
new  possessions  have  come  to  us,  unforeseen  and  weighty  responsibilities 
have  been  assumed,  and  a  new  national  policy  has  been  inaugurated,  the  ulti- 
mate results  of  which  are  known  only  to  the  Supreme  Grand  Master  oiF  the 
Universe.  God  grant  that  they  may  be  all,  and  more,  than  we  now  dare  to 
hope  I 

**God  of  our  fathers,  known  of  old- 
Lord  of  bur  far-flung  battle  line- 
Beneath  whose  awful  hand  we  hold  % 

Dominion  over  palm  and  pine — 
Lord  God  of  hosts,  be  with  us  yet, 
Lest  we  forget— lest  w^  forget !" 

During  the  year  our  Order  has  been  fairly  successful.  While  the  ebbing 
tide  of  prosperity  throughout  our  country  during  the  past  two  years  may  have 
retarded  its  growth,  its  flow  is  again  being  felt,  and  companions  are  flocking 
to  our  asylums.  In  our  own  State,  harmony  and  prosperity  have  prevailed, 
and  I  have  never  known  our  Commanderies  to  be  in  better  condition  than  they 
are  to-day. 

Proper  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  merit  of  the  Knightly  dead,  both  of 
his  own  and  sister  Jurisdictions. 

Of  the  Pittsburg  Triennial  he  has  much  to  say,  among  others  that— "0«/- 
side  of  Hotels  (italics  our's)  the  hospitality  of  Pittsburg  was  unbounded,  etc.," 
from  which  we  infer  that  the  hotels  made  hay  while  the  sun  shone.  He  granted 
a  lot  of  dispensations,  nearly  all  for  practical  purposes.  About  one-thrrd  of  his 
Subordinate  Commanderies  were  pious  in  uniform  on  Easter  Sunday.  He 
made  a  good  record  in  the  matter  of  visitations.  His  decisions  are  sound  as 
a  dollar.  The  Deputy  Grand  Commander  also  submitted  an  interesting 
report ;  also  the  the  Grand  Generalissimo  and  Graiid  Captain-General,  as 
inspecting  officers. 

Proceedings  routine  and  mostly  local.  Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  a 
healthy  balance  on  the  right  side.  Grand  Recorder  Berry's  report  covers  but 
half  a  page  and  Is  strictly  business.  Total  membership  3,406,  a  gain  of 
sixty-two. 

Brother  Berry  presented  his  twenty-fourth  annual  report  on  Correspondence, 
in  which  he  considers  the  doings  of  forty-eight  Templar  "Grands"  In  sixty- 
three  pages — Mississippi  for  1898  among  the  Kest.  Of  course  the  report  is  a 
good  one.  It  would  be  strange  if  such  was  not  the  case,  as  the  other  twenty- 
three  have  that  brand.     He  opens  as  follows : 

To  the  T{.'.E.\  Grand  Commandery  of  Maine  : 

We  commence  our  twenty-fourth  annual  report  after  sending  the  twenty- 
third  to  press,  reviewing  the  proceedings  at  leisure  as  Ihey  come  to  hand. 

The  bright  Northern  Summer  is  with  us  again,  robing  the  islands  with 
emerald  green — 

** Islets  so  freshly  fair 

That  never  did  bird  come  nigh  them, 
But  from  its  course  through  air 
Was  won  downward  by  them." 
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When  we  came  hither,  there  was  a  great  spar  on  the  beach  which  a  high 
tide  had  brought  in,  and  we  wondered  from  what  ship  it  came,  and  what  of 
the  gallant  crew?  One  morning  a  glance  from  the  window  showed  that  it 
had  set  out  once  more  on  its  wanderings.    What  clime  will  it  next  visit? 

"From  whence  1  come,  or  whither  go, 
Ask  me  no  more,  nor  seek  to  know. 
Till  three  shall  meet  who  formed,  like  them, 
The  Grand  Lodge  at  Jerusalem. 

W«  can  only  greet  with  pleasure  and  thankfulness  the  new  faces  that  come 
to  us  out  of  the  unknown,  and  sigh  for  those  loved  and  familiar  ones  who 
have  floated  away  into  strange  seas. 

Under  Canada  we  find  this  bit  of  hisWy : 

He  asks : 

"What  about  the  Illustrious  Order  of  the  Red  Cross ;  what  part  of  Tem- 
plarism  is  it,  either  in  theory  or  in  fact ?^^ 

In  fact,  when  Templary  was  first  founded  in  1769,  the  Red  Cross  degree 
was  there.  Soon  after.  Red  Cross  councils  were  formed,  which  conferred  the 
orders  of  Temple  and  Malta.  The  great  Priory  of  England  was  organized 
later,  and  the  Red  Cross  was  omitted,  just  as  the  minor  degrees  were  omitted 
in  English  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  Nobody  knows  where  it  came  from,  but 
we  do  know  that  the  Red  Cross  was  one  of  the  family,  and  we  never  have 
felt  at  liberty  to  turn  it  out. 

The  Red  Cross,  before  the  revision  of  the  Ritual,  was  a  beautiful  and 
impressive  degree,  but  is  not  so  much  so  now,  and  we  regret  it. 

Brother  Stephens'  attention  to  our  pamphlet  is  pleasant  and  genial.  Review- 
ing our  effort,  he  says,  among  other  things : 

We  have  always  supposed  DeLap  to  be  a  confirmed  and  uncompromising 
Christian,  but  he  evidently  doubts  the  resurrection  of  our  Lord  on  Easter 
Sunday,  for  he  says: 

"We  confess  our  inability  to  understand  why  one  should  not  be  pious  on 
an  ordinary,  as  well  as  on  an  Easter,  Sunday,  the  latter  being  simply  a  relic  of 
heathen  mythology,  borrowed  by  some  of  our  churches." 

We  certainly  try  to  be  a  "confirmed"  (not  Episcopally,  but  really)  and 
"uncompromising  Christian,"  and  we  do  believe  in  the  resurrection  andascen" 
sion  of  our  Lord,  but  we  do  not  believe  in  Good  Friday,  Holy  Saturday,  or 
Easter  Sundav.  The  word  "Easter"  occurs  but  once  in  the  Bible  and  there  it 
is  a  palpable  mistranslation,  and  was  no  doubt  put  in  as  a  sort  of  "military 
necessity,"  to  bolster  up  the  sanctity  of  this  day,  which  was  undoubtedly  bor- 
rowed from  heathendom  by  the  Roman  church  and  from  the  latter  by  the 
Anglican  church.  St.  Paul  says:  "One  man  esteemeth  one  day  above 
another,  another  esteemeth  every  day  alike.  Let  every  man  be  fully  per- 
suaded in  his  own  mind,  etc.,  etc."  There  are  lots  of  humbugs  in  this  world, 
Brother  Berry,  and  "Easter"  is  one  of  them. 

We  copy  his  conclusion  : 

The  year  has  indeed  brought  us  new  faces,  which  we  have  introduced  to 
our  readers,  and  has  floated  away  familiar  ones  to  unknown  seas. 
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Again  the  White  Squadron  has  come,  • 

"Bright  with  beauty  and  girt  with  power," 

shining  like  silver  in  the  morning  sun,  a  token  of  peace.  Last  year,  timid 
people  were  afraid  of  a  visitation  from  Spanish  cruisers,  but  now  we  not  only 
have  peace  restored,  but  we  know  that  our  ships  are  equal  to  any  that  float, 
and  that  other  nations  are  fuliy  aware  of  it. 

The  harbor  is  full  of  pleasure  craft  carrying  visitors  to  the  ships,  or  sailors 
to  the  islands,  and  it  is  a  gala  week.  At  night,  when  the  ships  are  illuminated 
with  electric  lights,  masses  of  fire,  the  shores  are  filled  with  people  watching 
the  spectacle,  we  wish  our  brethren  in  the  interior  could  be  here  to  realize 
what  sea  power  is,  and  see  how  our  sailor  lads  are  welcomed  home  from  bat- 
tle, and  h.)*'  tney  bok  mirching  through  oar  streets,  fifteen  hundred  strong 
strong,  pelted  with  flowers. 

R.'.E. '.Sir  Herbert  Harris  is  Grand  Commander.  R.'.E. '.Stephen  Berry, 
Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


MONTANA— 1899. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Helena,  September  18.  Pres- 
ent: R/.E.'.Sir  Ed.  C.  Day,  Grand  Commander;  R.'.E.'. Sir  Ed.  C.  Neill, 
Grand  Recorder;  all  the  balance  of  the  staff,  six  Past  Grand  Commanders, 
ten  Past  Commanders,  twenty  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from 
nine  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  short  resume  of  a  successful  and  cred- 
itable administration.  Its  references  are  mostly  local,  and  devoid  of  general 
interest.  He  had  a  few  words  to  say  anent  our  little  unpleasantness  with  the 
Malay  pirates  in  the  Philippines,  that  we  do  not  exactly  like.    We  quote: 

In  the  material  world,  the  year  that  has  past  has  been  one  of  marked  pros- 
perity. We  have  enjoyed  peace  at  home,  but  our  armies  are  still  contending 
abroad  with  those  to  whom  we  thought  we  were  coming  as  messengers  of  lib- 
erty and  peace,  and  not  as  scourgers  and  oppressors.  Our  Nation  has 
reached  a  period  of  grave  doubt  and  difficulty  in  its  dealings  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Philippines,  but  where  there  is  so  much  uncertainty,  both  of  pur- 
pose and  accomplishment,  it  is  the  part  of  good  citizenship  to  give  the  gov- 
ernment the  benefit  of  its  support,  rather  than  to  indulge  in  idle  and  captious 
criticism. 

Abroad,  too,  there  seems  to  be  that  period  of  unrest  that  accompanies  the 
progress  of  civilization.  The  Latin  races  seem  to  be  undergoing  their  final 
trials  with  the  forces  of  enlightenment  and  freedom,  and  one  cannot  help  but 
feel  that  the  Dreyfus  episode  will  leave  France  in  as  shattered  a  condition  as 
that  in  which  Spain  emerged  from  her  conflict  with  Cuba  and  the  United 
States.  These  events  are  of  interest  to  us  on  this  occasion,  in  this,  that  we 
are  part  and  parcel  of  this  great  world  movement,  and  bound  as  an  organiza- 
tion to  do  all  in  our  power  to  advance  the  causes  of  Truth,  Justice,  and  Lib- 
erty among  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth. 

There  is  neither  doubt  or  uncertainty  as  to  the  proper  course  to  pursue  with 
those  savages,  in  the  minds  of  patriotic  Americans.    Traitors  would,  if  they 
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had  their  way,  turn  them  loose,  and  these  quote  the  "Declaration  of  In- 
dependence" in  justification  of  their  treason.  If  we  had  the  power,  we 
would  hang  every  one  of  them,  commencing  with  Hoar,  of  Massachusetts, 
Bryan,  of  Nebraska,  and  all  the  members  of  that  treasonable  league  in  Bos- 
ton. 

So  far  as  France  and  Dreyfus  are  concerned,  the  unrest  and  devilment  so 
apparent  in  that  country  is  more  the  result  pf  Infidelity  and  atheism  of  its  peo- 
ple than  anything  else.  God  "will  not  always  chide,  neither  will  He  keep 
His  anger  forever." 

He  reports  the  order  in  fairly  good  condition. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  of  local  interest.  Total  membership,  409 
— a  gain  of  thirty-five. 

The  Correspondence  is  again  the  work  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Hedges, 
and  is  a  perfect  Ashlar.     He  opens  as  follows : 

We  commence  our  review  some  two  months  later  this  year  than  last,  hav- 
ing, as  then,  reviewed  all  the  proceedings  of  Grand  Lodges  and  Chapters 
that  have  come  to  hand.  Since  closing  our  last  report,  in  September,  1898.  a 
year  of  wonderful  achievement  and  prosperity  has  closed,  and  another,  of 
more  peaceful  mien,  has  taken  the  stage.  We  have  settled  accounts  with 
Spain  and  ante-bellum  relations  have  been  restored.  Poor  Spain  has  gone 
out  of  the  colonial  business,  and  is  autioneering  off  the  fragments  of  the 
grandest  colonial  empire  that  any  nation  ever  possessed.  The  "prodigal 
son"  did  not  have  much  of  his  estate  left  when  he  returned  to  his  father's 
house,  but  he  had  learned  something.  Let  us  hope  that  Spain  has  become 
wiser,  less  proud  and  bigoted.  With  some  of  our  late  acquisitions,  there  is 
yet  some  little  misunderstanding,  at  least  with  one  of  the  thirty  tribes  among 
the  Philippines,  whose  conceit  and  vanitv,  encouraged  by  false  friends,  has 
swelled  to  abnormal  proportions.  The  boil  will  soon  come  to  a  head,  or  "the 
boiler  bust." 

The  Czar's  peace  convention  is  in  session  at  The  Hague,  trying  to  close  the 
doors  of  the  Temple  Janus.  Every  nation  is  in  favor  of  all  the  others  disband- 
ing their  armies,  but  every  special  case  lacks  one  of  being  unanimous.  The 
seeds  of  war  are  as  thick  as  dandelions,  and  the  highest  reach  that  human 
w  isdom  has  yet  attained,  teaches  that  the  surest  way  to  ensure  peace  is  to  be 
fairly  well  prepared  for  war. 

And  as  a  specimen  of  his  style  and  ability,  we  also  copy  his  entire  review  of 
Mississippi : 

The  Thirty-eighth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  asylum  of  St.  Cyr 
Commandery  No,  6,  Water  Valley,  February  8,  1898,  and  the  proceedings 
should  have  been  received  in  time  for  notice  in  our  report  of  last  year,  but  in 
truth  and  fact,  they  only  came  to  hand  April  9,  1899.  Whether  this  long 
delay  was  occasioned  by  low  tide  in  the  treasury,  or  high  water  in  the  Missis- 
sippi, we  are  unable  to  decipher.  At  first,  we  thought  our  Mississippi  fraters 
were  hoarding  their  means  to  make  a  splurge  at  Pittsburg,  but  none  were 
there.  We  scanned  the  plumed  array  In  vain  for  a  Speed,  rower,  or  DeLap. 
Though  the  tidings  are  very  much  "ex  post  facto."  they  are  too  good  to  pass 
unnoticed,  and  for  fear  we  will  have  nothing  later,  we  will  pay  our  respects 
to  the  volume  of  150  pages  before  us.  Brother  Power  has  stamped  1898  in 
big  figures  on  the  outer  cover,  but  in  fact  the  year  of  Record  was  chiely  1897, 
and  Sir  Knight  James  T,   Harrison  was  Right  Eminent.     His  picture,  rather 
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dim,  constitutes  the  preface  to  the  volume.  Following  a  record  of  the  dead,  is 
n  full-length  picture  of  the  first  Grand  Commander  in  1857,  R. •.£.'. William 
H.  Stevens,  who  died  October  13,  1866. 

The  attendance  at  Grand  Conclave  was  good.  All  the  fourteen  subordi- 
nates were  represented,  and  eight  Past  Grand  Commanders  were  in*  attend- 
ance, includin|5  DeLap  and  Speed. 

The  Right  hminent  in  his  brief  address,  speaks  of  his  official  duties  as 
merely  perfunctory.  The  year  had  been  uneventful,  except  for  a  visit  from 
Yellow  Jack.  Among  the  **dear  departed"  was  numbered  one  Past  Grand 
Commander,  B.  A.  Vaughn,  spoken  of  as  the  beloved  physician,  who  died  full 
of  years  and  good  works. 

Grand  Prelate  Rev,  Ebenezer  Thompson  delivered  a  short  but  exceedingly 

invigorating  discourse  from  the  text,  "For  unto  whomsoever  much  is  given, 

of  him  shall  much  be  required."    The  leading  thought  is  contained  in   the 

statement,  "the  reward  of  duty  well  done  is  always  ability  to  do  more."     It 

is  beautifully  expressed  in  the  familiar  hymn, 

"Ne'er  think  the  victory  won. 
Nor  once  at  ease  sit  down. 
The  glorious  work  will  not  be  done 
Till  thou  hast  got  thy  crown." 

Yes,  there  is  too  much  looking  for  wages,  too  much  discounting  of  "treas- 
ures in  heaven"  for  messes  of  pottage  I 

Brother  Speed's  resolutions  concerning  a  limitation  of  the  powers  of  Grand 
Encampment,  did  not  find  a  rooting  at  Pittsburg.  Instead,  the  workine  mem- 
bers determined  that  no  further  delay  or  trifling  should  be  tolerated.  We  were 
never  >o  deeply  smitten  by  the  beauties  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  con- 
stitution that  we  wanted  it  to  sit  for  a  model  for  Grand  Encampment. 

In  his  report  Involving  the  question  whether  blank  ballots  should  be 
counted  as  votes.  Brother  Speed,  while  yielding  to  higher  authority,  ex- 
pressed a  preference  to  the  Mississippi  rule  of  counting  them  as  votes,  though 
Ihey  express  no  wish  or  preference,  which  is  the  original  and  proper  meaning 
of  the  word,  "vote."  We  have  always  considered  blanks  as  an  indifference 
in  choice,  and  a  willingness  to  abide  the  wishes  of  those  who  had  any  prefer- 
ence. 

With  all  our  respect  for  Brother  Carson,  now  in  heaven,  we  hope  we  were 
never  reconciled  to  his  consuming  the  time  at  Boston  in  exploiting  a  Grand 
Encampment  Temple  at  Washington,  and  thus  defeating  action  on  the  con- 
stitution for  three  more  years. 

Grand  Recorder  Power  figures  a  net  gain  of  five  in  the  membership,  which 
is  483. 

The  Correspondence  report  of  Brother  DeLap-is  much  the  larger  and  more 
interesting  part  of  the  volume.  While  from  education,  association,  and  inter- 
est, we  differ  widely  in  many  things,  we  agree  also  in  much,  and  then  there 
is  a  certain  attraction  in  opposition.  Our  brother  says  that  till  he  saw  our 
picture,  he  thought  us  much  younger.  All  we  can  say  is,  that  we  feel  as 
voung  as  ever,  though  as  old  in  years  as  Washington  when  he  died.  It  seems 
to  us  that  every  year  becomes  more  interesting.  In  the  spirit  in  which  Ten- 
nyson said,  "Better  fifty  years  of  Europe  than  a  cycle  of  Cathay,"  we  can 
say,  better  a  decade  of  th:^  United  States  than  fifty  years  of  Europe.  It  may 
easily  be  inferred  that  we  are  an  expansionist  of  the  most  pronounced  type, 
and  it  can  well  be  wondered  at  that  we  can  be  so  much  attached  to  Masonry, 
the  most  conservative  institution  in  the  world,  adapted  and  destined,  we 
believe,  to  world-wide  expansion,  a  handmaid  to  liberty,  order,  morality,  char- 
ity, education,  science,  art,  and  peace  with  progress,  but  war  with  evil,  igno- 
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ranee,  superstition  and  oppression  everywhere  and  forever.  We  love  Tem- 
plarism  for  its  closer  and  more  open  recognition  of  tlie  Christian  religion, 
which  has  all  the  germs  of  the  millenium  for  earth,  and  an  eternity  for  devel- 
opment in  the  spiritual  world.  We  love  it.  too,  for  tne  softer  graces  and  sweet 
amenities  of  social  intercourse  it  teaches,  its  generous  liberality  of  opinion,  its 
chivalric  courage  to  espouse  the  cause  of  the  weak,  and  its  forbearance  in  the 
hour  of  victory.  Like  our  brother,  we  have  not  much  use  for  titles,  nor  a 
high  esteem  for  uniformed  piety.  We  have  exhausted  our  allotted  space  in 
avoiding  controversy,  and  thank  our  brother  heartily  for  his  generous  treat- 
ment. 

We  would  like  to  devote  more  time  to  Brother  A.,  but  Montana's  space  is 
full. 

R.'.E.'.Geo.  M.  Hays  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Corres- 
pondent continued. 


MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RHODE  ISLAND— 1899, 

The  Ninety-third  Semi-Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Providence, 
May  24,  R.'.E. '.George  L.  Shepley  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  There 
were  present  all  the  Grand  Officers,  nine  Past  Grand  Commanders,  and  dele- 
gates from  thirty-nine  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  an  elegant  paper.  He  pays  ap- 
propriate tribute  to  the  Knightly  dead,  noting  the  fact  that  none  of  the  Past 
Grand  Commanders  of  that  Jurisdiction  had  been  called  away.  He  issued  a 
long  list  of  dispensations,  but  all  for  proper  purposes,  as  things  are,  quite  a 
number  being  for  being  religious  in  uniform  and  side  arms.  He,  very  prop- 
erly, refused  one  to  "escort  a  volunteer  company  returning  from  Cuba."  We 
find  no  fault  with  his  decisions,  which  were  of  local  interest. 

The  address  was  "received  by  hearty  applause,"  which  is  a  little  out  of  the 
usual,  but  as  it  was  a  good  one,  the  commendation  was  not  improper. 

Quite  a  batch  of  Grand  Representatives  were  present,  including  Past  Grand 
Commander  Rowell,  for  Mississippi. 

The  proceedings  were  devoid  of  general  interest. 

The  Ninety-third  Annual  was  held  at  the  "Hub  of  the  Universe,"  October 
31.  Present:  R.'.E.'.G.  L.  Shepley,  Grand  Commander;  R.*.E. '.Benjamin 
W.  Rowell,  Grand  Recorder,  the  entire  Staff,  Representatives  from  every 
Commandery  (forty-six),  sixteen  Past  Grand  Commanders,  and  a  lot  of 
Grand  Representatives. 

The  Grand  Recorder  reported  that  THIRTY  DAYS  after  the  close  of  the  An- 
nual Conclave  the  proceedings  for  1898  were  pritited  and  distributed !  It 
takes  more  than  300  days  to  do  ours,  and  there  is  less  than  half  the  amount 
of  "copy." 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  the  finances  to  be  in  excellent  shape. 

The  annual  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  strictly  business.  Regarding 
Inspection,  he  says:  "I  learn  that  3,255  men  were  paraded," — "or  only  about 
25  per  cent  of  our  entire  membership."  He  hopes  for  better  results  "later  on." 
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His  dispensations  cover  four  pages  and  were  legitimate.  His  interpretation 
of  law,  commonly  called  "decisions,"  was  sound.  He  thinks  **profane" 
singists  should  be  excluded  from  the  ceremonies  of  the  Order,  and  his  con- 
tention is  proper  and  right.  If  the  Templars  of  Massachusetts  and'  Rhode 
Island  can't  sing,  let  the  singing  lapse. 

He  insists  that  it  takes  a  uniform  to  complete  the  Templar  and  that  appli- 
cants for  the  Orders  should  be  required  to  put  up  enough  lucre  to  cover  that 
item  along  with  his  application,  in  which  we  do  not  concur. 

Pro:eeding5  local.    Totil  mfmb*rship  12,863—3  gain  of  128. 

The  Correspondence  report  is  the  finished  production  of  Rev.  Sir  Henry  W. 
Rugg,  D.  D.,  covers  124  pages,  reviews  nearly  the  whole  Templar  field,  in- 
cluding his  own  jurisdiction  and  Mississippi,  and,  like  all  his  work,  is  true 
and  trusty.  Our  good  Brother  Rugg  devoted  four  full  pages  to  Mississippi 
for  1898.    -We  clip: 

Notwithstanding  that  Mississippi  is  not  a  strong  jurisdiction,  regarded 
numerically,  and  has  hardly  more  than  held  Its  own  in  regard  to  the  number  of 
members  during  recent  years,  Templary  is  yet  supported  and  expressed  In  a 
very  active  and  honorable  manner  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mmdery  of  that  State. 

We  are  ot)liged  to  our  friend  for  his  good  opinion  of  Mississippi.  Regarding 
the  use  of  the  word  * 'pilgrimage"  he  remarks:  '^Undoubtedly  'excursion*  is 
the  more  fitting  word,  but  the  old  phrase  has  come  down  to  us,  and  it  is  not 
easy  to  break  away  from  its  use."  We  beg  to  suggest  that  that  is  a  poor 
reason  for  the  continuance  of  an  obsolete  form  of  speech,  but  it  doesn't  matter 
very  much. 

His  courteous  disclaimer  of  any  Intentional  lack  of  respectful  consideration, 
by  the  Grand  BoJy,  of  the  "Mississippi  resolutions"  is  accepted,  and  we  beg 
pardon  for  our  mistake.  Brother  Rugg  has  always  been  exceedingly  cour- 
teous and  kind  to  us  and  we  appreciate  it  fully. 

We  copy  his  conclusion,  which  though  a  trifle  long,  will  repay  a  careful 
reading : 

We  h  ave  reached  the  end  of  our  present  work,  having  taken  some  no- 
tice—not  an  unkindly  one  we  trust— of  each  jurisdiction  whose  proceedings 
came  to  h'ind  in  time  for  tht  uses  of  this  report.  We  very  much  regret  the 
absence  of  the  proceedings  of  two  or  three  jurisdictions. 

Our  introduction  was  of  exceptional  length,  and  our  disposition  is  to  abbre- 
viate the  "Conclusion;"  but  it  is  not  altogether  easy  to  do  this.  We  are 
thinking  just  now  that  perhaps  we  ought  to  explain  some  statement  we  have 
made,  or  apologize  for  some  expression ;  or  try  to  atone  in  these  closing 
words  for  some  grievous  fault  of  omission.  We  have  none  of  the  confidence 
of  Ur.  Johnson,  who  is  reported  to  have  said,  regarding  his  dictionary,  to 
Boswell,  "Yes  sir,  1  knew  very  well  what  I  was  undertaking—and  very  well 
how  to  do  it;  and  I  did  it  very  well."  Boswell  himself,  in  this  respect,  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  his  great  instructor,  and  brings  the  preface  of  his 
**Magnum  Opus  to  a  close  with  these  words  :  "1  have  largely  provided  for 
the  instruction  and  entertainment  of  mankind." 

We  cannot  thus  comfort  ourself ;  but  what  we  have  written  must  stand. 
This  much  we  may  say— we  had  the  ideal  before  us,  and  we  appreciate  at 
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this  time  how  far  short  we  have  come  of  its  realization.  One  thing  is  cer- 
tain, our  brother  reviewers  will  treat  us  kindly;  and  we  shall  have  the  sym- 
pathy of  all  who  have  ever  engaged  in  a  like  service  under  like  limitations. 

Another  thought  is  active  at  this  time.  We  have  been  writing  with  some 
sense  of  nearness  to  those  whom  we  hold  dear  in  the  blessed  relations  of 
Freemasonry  and  Templary.  We  have  kept  friendship's  trysts  before  us  as 
we  have  used  the  pen  on  the  foregoing  pages.  **How  beautiful  it  is/'  says  a 
modern  writer,  *^•ls  we  confront  new  friends  and  new  work,  to  feel  tliat  the 
past  which  has  been  wrought  is  forever  safe ;  that  no  failure  of  to-morrow 
can  blot  out  the  triumph  of  to-day;  that  the  past  enjoyments  are  secure, 
though  to-morrow  shall  bring  only  disappointment;  and  that  though  one 
never  shall  find  friends  so  patient  to  his  faults  as  the  old  friends,  the  old 
friends,  whether  dead  or  living,  are  friends  forever.*' 

They  are  not  all  here ;  some  of  them  have  gone  forward  to  the  light  that 
shines  above  the  brightness  of  earth.  With  loving  thought  and  chastened 
feeling,  we  call  to  mind  these  dear  departed  ones,  glad  that  nothing  can  take 
from  us  the  inheritance  of  sweet  memory  which  forever  abides  as-  a  part  of 
the  real  property  of  life. 

What  remains.^  Work  remains;  duty  calls;  friends  and  comrades  still 
walk  by  each  other's  side,  to  give  zest  and  Inspiration  to  present  being.  Still 
are  we  bidden  to  the  exercise  of  loyal^,  labor  and  love ;  loyalty  to  the  funda- 
mental teachings  of  our  Order  ;  love  and  service  for  the  truth  ;  love  and  ser- 
vice for  our  fellow-man  ;  love  and  service  for  the  Great  Captain  of  our  Salva- 
tion; who  goes  before  us  in  the  way  of  all  privilege,  in  the  way  of  all  noble 
advancement,  and  whose  word  of  exhortation  ever  is:  *Mf  ye  know  these 
things,  blessed  are  ye  if  ye  do  them.'* 

R. *.£.'. Sir  Herbert  F.  Morse  is  Grand  Commander.  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  before. 


NORTH  DAKOTA-1898. 

The  Ninth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Fargo,  June  6.  Present :  R.'.E.', 

Sir  John  D.   Black,  Grand  Commander :  Sir  Frank  J.  Thompson,  Grand 

Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  five  Past  Grand  Commanders,  twenty 

Grand  Representatives,  and  the  delegates  from  seven  Subordinate  Command- 

eries. 
The  address  is  a  general  resume  of  his  administration  and  is  followed  by  a 

portrait  of  its  author,  right  in  the  middle  of  the  pamphlet.     A  kind,  intelligent 

and  pleasant  face.     He  pays  proper  tribute  to  the  magnanimous  dead,  both  of 

his  own  and  sister  Jurisdictions. 

Among  his  dispensations  we  find  one  allowing  a  Subordinate  to  *'parade 
as  escort"  to  the  G.  A.  R.  on  Memorial  Day.  We  shall  be  glad  when  this 
organization  and  that  of  the  Confederate  Veterans  either  die  out  or  get  suffi- 
ciently brave  to  '*go  it  alone."  Both  of  them  are  out  of  place  in  a  united 
country.  He  allowed  another  to  **escort"  a  company  of  volunteers  when  they 
started  for  the  Spanish  war.  Both  dispensations  were  wrong,  but  the  first 
was  the  worst.     We  find  nothing  more  of  general  interest  in  the  address. 

The  proceedings  were  of  local  interest.  Finances  in  good  shape.  Order  in 
good  condition.  One  new  Commandery  started.  A  tax  of  $1  a  head  was 
levied  for  Triennial  Tanglefoot. 
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Total  membership,  449— a  gain  of  seventeen.  Two  portraits  in  the  pam- 
phlet and  both  good  looking,  the  second  being  that  of  Grand  Recorder  Thomp- 
son, but  no  report  on  Correspondence,  which  shows  that  our  brethren  take 
more  stock  in  an  than  literature. 

R.'.E  ".Theo.  F.  Branch  is  Grand  Commander.  Frank  J.  Thompson, 
Grand  Recorder,  re-elected. 


NEW  JERSEY— 1899'. 

The  Forty-first  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Trenton,  May  9.  There 
were  present:  R.".E.".Sir  Wm.  Sebring,  Grxind  Commander;  E.'.SIr  Chas. 
Bechtel,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  balance  of  the  staff,  sixteen  Past  Grand 
Commanders,  a  lot  of  Past  Commanders,  and  delegates  from  fourteen  Sub- 
ordinates. 

The  address  of  Graf\d  Commander  is  a  business  paper,  and  records  the 
events  of  a  successful  and  creditable  administration.  His  opening  is  patriotic, 
his  tribute  to  the  dead  full  and  fraternal,  his  dispensations  wise  and  for  proper 
J)urposes,  and  his. decisions  correct. 

Proceedings  short  and  local  in  interest.  One  hundred  dollars  was  appro- 
priated for  the  Masonic  Home.  Total  membership,  1,800— a  loss  of  seventy- 
six  as  we  figure  it.  About  two-thirds  of  the  pamphlet  is  taken  up  by  the 
Correspondence  report,  which  is  the  excellent  work  of  Brother  Peter  McGill. 
The  doings  of  forty-two  Grand  Bodies  of  Templary  receive  careful  and  cour- 
teous atte  ition — our  own  for  1898  with  the  rest.  Our  good  brother's  review 
of  Mississippi  is  very  full,  and  so  good  that  we  will  venture  to  copy  it  entire. 
Brother  Ruckle,  of  Indiana,  may  object  to  our  copying  what  he  has  to  say  of 
this  committee,  but  we  can't  help  it  if  h^  does: 

After  the  transaction  of  some  routine  business,  the  Grand  Body  repaired  to 
the  Wood  Street  church,  where  a  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Grand  Prelate, 
Kev.  and  Sir  Ebenezer  Thompson,  from  the  text:  **For  unto  whom  much  Is 
given,  of  him  shall  much  be  required."  The  reverend  speaker  compares  the 
position  of  our  Order,  among  other  societies,  with  that  of  rm  educated  man  of 
social  position  and  responsibility  in  the  coinmunity,  and  as,  naturally,  the 
people  who  have  placed  him  in  that  position,  expect  him,  by  example  and  pre- 
cept, to  walk  more  uprightly  than  many  others  of  inferior  mould,  so  does  soci- 
ety expect  the  members  of  our  Orderi  collectively  and  individually,  to  live 
lives  of  purity  and  example  to  all.  He  very  pertinently  says :  "Every  obli- 
gation has  carried  with  it  some  new  privilege,  and  every  privilege  has  been 
bound  up  with  an  obligation."  And  again  :  **lt  would,  indeed,  be  a  sad 
thing  for  us  if,  from  our  vantage-ground  among  the  secret  orders,  we  ever 
gave  the  impression  that  we  were  a  party  of  fuss-and-feathers.  No!  we  are 
pledged  first  to  God  and  to  His  Christ  as  our  leader.  *  *  ♦  Are  we.  Sir 
Knights,  content  to  settle  down  to  mere  conformity  to  law,  civil  or  moral, 
when  we  are  surrounded  by  multitudes  who  are  always  cutting  down  their 
standards,  settling  down  into  conformity  with  lower  sanctions?  1  trust  not; 
tor  if  it  is  ever  true  of  us  as  a  body,  then  thejtime  is  not  far  off  when  the  can- 
dlestick shall  be  removed  out  of   its  place,  and  men  may  say,  *they  were 
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no  better  than  their  fathers'."  There  are  many  excerpts  we  would  like  to 
make  from  this  able  sermon,  but  space  forbids.  The  collection  was  appropri- 
ated to  the  Natchez  Protestdnt  Orphan  Asylum. 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Recorder  show  only  a  fair  condition 
of  prosperity. 

Fourteen  Commanderies;  48}  members— a  gain  of  live. 

R. •.£.'. Sir  E.  G.  DeLap  presents  his  eighteenth  report  on  Correspondence, 
handing  it  in  with  the  statement  that  **while  it  is  not  remarkably  good,  it  is 
not  nearly  sobad  as  it  might  be."  We  concur  in  the  latter  half  of  the  quota- 
tion; not  in  the  first.  The  paper  of  112  pages  is  like  all  the  others  that  have 
come  from  this  brilliant  reviewer.  We  do  not  think  we  covet  the  ability  to 
write  as  "snappy"  a  review  as  Frater  DeLap  does,  but  we  are  not  blind  to 
the  many  good  points  he  has.  The  great  point  about  our  Southern /ra/i?r  is  his 
fearless  honesty  In  expressing  his  opinions.  But,  then,  he  always  h^d  that. 
Looking  over  some  old  volumes  of  our  proceedings  of  the  time  of  our  brilliant 
Corson,  we  had  no  difficulty  In  picking  out  DeLap's  work,  without  looking 
at  the  headlines.  The  same  strength  of  oplnign,  the  same  fearlessness  of 
expression,  the  same  "sizzling"  invective  when  necessary,  were  all  there. 
But  alas!  there  is  nothing  left  for  our  good  frater  to  fight  now  ;  the  Grand 
Encampment  has  seen  the  error  of  its  ways  and  removed  a  good  many  of  the 
red  rags  that  excited  the  ire  of  so  many  of  the  reviewers.  Perpetual  jurisdic- 
tion ;  non-compulsory  membership  in  the  Symbolic  and  Capitular  Bodies; 
what  to  do  with  the  non-aftiliate ;  all  gone !  all  relegated  to  the  realm  of  th^ 
**has-been's." 

In  the  conclusion  of  the  report,  he  says :  "There  are  no  questions  of  sufficient 
Importance  before  the  house  to  create  more  than  a  ripple  on  the  sea  of  frater- 
nity and  the  ocean  of  Knightly  courtesy,  which  is  pleasant,  if  it  does  reduce 
the  chance  for  a  scrimmage  to  the  minimum."  All  through  his  work  we  see 
the  metaphorical  chip  on  Brother  DeLap's  shoulder:  we  wonder  who  will  be 
the  one  to  knock  it  off.  He  pays  his  respects  to  New  Jersey  in  four  pages, 
quoting  liberally  and  approvingly  from  the  address  of  V.'.E.'.Sir  John  E. 
Rowe,  and  offering  his  sympathy  to  the  Jurisdiction  in  its  sorrow  for  the 
lamented  Dingwell.  He  next  transfers  his  attention  the  report  on  Corres- 
pondence, which,  he  says,  is  signed  by  one  man,  and  the  money  paid  to 
another.  Don't  let  this  seeming  irregularity  disturb  vour  gentle  spirit  for  a 
moment,  Frater  DeLap,  If  you  mean  what  you  say  when  you  call  Bechtel 
your  "old  friend,"  you  should  know  he  is  incapable  of  any  such  conduct  as 
that.  We  wrote  the  report,  and  the  ink  was  hardly  dry  on  the  order  issued 
for  the  payment  of  this  work  when  Bechtel  endorsed  It  in  our  favor.  Whether 
the  work  is  worth  it  is  another  thing.  But  we  got  it.  In  reply  to  our  remarks 
on  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the  signing  of  "whisky  petitions," 
he  says : 

"Our  brother  has  the  impression  that  he  has  discovered  a  mare's  nest;  that 
the  mare  is  setting  and  will  hatch  a  case  of  inconsistency  on  the  part  of  the 
undersigned  and  the  Templar  family  in  Mississippi.  In  order  to  relieve  the 
distress  our  brother  evidently  feels,  we  hasten  to  apprise  him  of  the  fact  that 
dispensers  of  liquid  damnation,  either  directly  or  indirectly.  In  person  or 
by  proxy,  cannot  be  made  Masons  in  Mississippi,  and  if  already  made,  thev 
have  the  alternative  of  getting  out  of  the  business  entirely  and  at  once,  or  be 
expelled  from  the  Order.  Under  these  conditions  we  fail  to  see  where  there  is 
any  conflict  between  the  action  had  at  Jackson  and  the  most  advanced  prin- 
ciples of  temperance  and  a  pure  morality.  The  committee  in  making  its  report 
assumed  that  a  member  of  an  Order  founded  upon  the  religion  of  Christ  and 
of  the  practice  of  Christian  virtues,  would  naturally  consider  the  authoriza- 
tion to  sell  hell-broth  as  being  equally  reprehensible  with  the  actual  act  of  sell- 
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ing  itself,  and  would  not  stultify  himself  and  do  violence  to  the  principles  of 
Christian  Knighthood  and  pure  morality,  by  signing  a  whisky  petition.  There 
is  a  point  where  legislative  enactments  stop  short  and  the  power  of  moral  sua- 
sion comes  in  play,  and  that  point  is  right  along  here.  We  are  bound,  in  the 
very  nature  of  thmgs,  to  repose  some  measure  of  confidence  in  the  Christian 
character  and  good  judgment  of  our  members,  and  while  the  entire  committee 
is  of  the  opinion  that  no  Templar*s  name  or  that  of  a  member  of  any  Chris- 
tian church  has  any  business  on  a  whisky  petition,  we  were  equally  unani- 
mous in  the  belief  that  the  position  taken  was  the  one  best  calculated  to  sub- 
serve the  cause  of  temperance  and  morality.  We  can  see  no  resemblance 
between  the  penalty  for  non-affiliation  in  the  Blue  Lodge  and  this  matter, 
although  Brother  Peter  tries  to  make  it  plain.  However,  the  child  is  born  and 
its  name  is  *Free  Moral  Agency,'  and  so  we  will  let  it  rest.  We  are  gratified^ 
for  kind  words  spoken  of  our  report." 

We  do  not  know  whether  we  have  discovered  a  mare's  nest  or  stirred  up  a 
hornet's  nest;  we  did  not  intentionally  do  either.  What  we  did  want  to 
know  was,  how  a  man  of  Prater  DeLap's  well-known  sentiments  on  both  relig- 
ion and  temperance,  would  explain  his  action.  The  explanation  is  full  and 
manly ;  the  report  itself  was  not  sufficiently  clear  to  let  us  know.  We  did 
not  suppose  Prater  DeLap  could  find  any  analogy  between  the  penaly  for 
non-amliation  and  this  matter;  but  the  point  is  this:  If  a  body  of  men  can 
enact  legislation  which  is  as  far  removed  from  allowing  freedom  of  thought 
and  action  as  the  Mississippi  statute  on  non-affiliation  is,  it  is  very  strange  if 
the  same  men  in  another  body  cannot  say,  without  backing  and  filling,  what 
shall  be  the  reward  of  the  "whisky  men"  and  their  friends.  In  all  charity, 
we  trust  that  the  child  he  has  called  "Pree  Moral  Agency"  may  not  prove 
the  curse  to  hundreds,  aye,  to  thousands,  that  have  been  destroyed  forever 
by  clingirjg  to  this  doctrine. 

We  infer  from  the  last  clause  that  our  Brother  Peter  is  Calvinistic  in  his 
belief.  Pree  moral  agency,  ^^.w,  never  destroyed  forever  any  soul  of  man. 
God  made  man  in  His  own  image  and  near  enough  like  Himself  to  be  the 
arbiter  of  his  own  eternal  destiny,  and  this  is  Pree  Moral  Agency,  but  the 
simple  fact  of  man's  freedom  in  this  regard  is  not  a  factor  in  his  salvation  or 
damnation.  He  can  be  saved,  if  he  will,  or  be  damned,  if  he  so  eUcts.  We 
say  good-night  to  Brother  Peter. 

R. '.£.*.  Peter  McGiil  is  now  Grand  Commander.  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondent continued,  and  very  properly,  we  think. 


NORTH  CAROLINA— 1899. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Ashevllle,  June  14.  There 
were  in  attendance:  R.'.E.'.Sir  Mumford  D.  Bailey,  Grand  Commander;  E.'. 
Sir  H.  H.  Munson,  Grand  Recorder,  five  Past  Grand  Commanders  and  the 
Representatives  of  eight  out  of  the  ten  Subordinate  Comma nderies.  Pour  of 
the  staff  were  absent,  which  looks  uncanny. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  quite  brief,  but  strictly  business.  He 
opens  thusly : 

I  greet  you  and  welcome  you  to  our  Nineteenth  Annual  Conclave,  May 
this  be  the  best  meeting  in  the  history  of  our  Grand  Commandery. 
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We  have  assembled  in  the  Mountain  Metropolis  of  our  great  common- 
wealth. Some  of  us  have  traveled  from  afar — from  the  busy  cities  by  the 
seashore  and  from  the  manufacturing  centres  of  the  Piedmont,  to  meet  with 
our  brethren  in  the  Land  of  the  Sky. 

This  is  a  region  made  famous  for  Its  beauty  and  its  healthfulness,  and 
renowned  for  the  worth  and  hospitality  of  its  people.  Thousands  of  pilgrim 
feet  turn  to  this  spot  every  year  seeking  rest  and  recreation,  and  it  is  fitting 
that  we  ourselves  should  become  pilgrims  and  meet  together  here,  and  hold 
fellowship  and  take  counsel  and  breathe  the  pure  atmosphere  of  christian 
affection.  May  we  find  favor  and  acceptance  with  the  Prince  of  Peace,  whose 
we  are  and  whom  we  serve,  and  to  whom  we  would  reverently  bow  in  grateful 
acknowledgement  for  the  many  blessings  which  He  has  bestowed  upon  us. 

He  reports  no  deaths  in  the  Grand  Body  during  the  year  and  but  few 
among  the  rank  and  file.  He  speaks  tenderly  of  the  Templar  dead  of  other 
Jurisdictions.  He  attended  the  Grand  Encampment  at  Pittsburg  and  devotes 
seven  lines  to  that  subject.     We  clip  the  following : 

CONDITION  OF  THE  ORDER. 

1  am  sorry  that  I  am  not  able  to  report  Subordinate  Commanderies  In  bet- 
ter condition. 

Plantagenet  No.  i,  Charlotte  No.  2,  Raleigh  No.  4,  Cyrene  No.  5,  Pied- 
mond  No.  6  and  Mt.  Lebanon  No.  7,  ail  appear  to  be  in  very  good  condition, 
judging  from  what  informjition  I  have  been  able  to  get. 

Ivanhoe  No.  8,  does  not  seem  to  be  getting  along  so  well.  Still,  they 
have  been  having  some  meetings  during  the  past  year. 

According  to  recommendations  of  Committee  on  Warrants  and  Dispensa- 
tions made  at  our  last  Grand  Cone  ave,  1  ordered  the  Grand  Recorder  to 
obtain  possession  of  the  charter  of  St.  George  Commandery  No.  9. 

St  John's  No.  10,  reports  that  their  last  meeting  was  held  February  4, 
1808,  whereupon  I  ordered  our  Grand  Recorder  to  arrest  their  charter. 

Durham  No.  3  failed  to  have  meetings  for  twelve  consecutive  months,  and 
under  the  law  I  ordered  the  Grand  Recorder  to  obtain  possession  of  their 
charter. 

Which  would  answer  as  well  for  Mississippi  as  for  North  Carolina. 

His  dispensations  were  for  proper  purposes. 

The  proceedings  were  of  local  importance  mostly.  The  Grand  Recorder's 
report  shows  the  arrest  of  two  charters.  Dues  paid,  $471.00.  Four  Com- 
manderies gained  a  total  of  twenty-two  and  four  lost  a  total  ol^ten.  Total 
membership  405,  a  gain  of  eleven,  which  doesn't  gee-haw  with  the  above. 

The  Correspondence  report  is  preceded  by  an  elegant  portrait  of  its  distin- 
guished and  able  author.  Sir  J  no,  C.  Chase.  Our  brother  looks  a  trifle 
•Iderly,  but  pleasa'nt,  kind,  genial  and  wide  awake.  The  document  covers  99 
pages  of  the  pamphlet,  considers  the  "doings"  of  nearly  all  the  Templar 
Grands,  Mississippi  for '98  included,  and  is  good  from  start  to  finish.  We 
copy  his  opening  (in  which  he  says  it  is  his  sixth  and  final  report,  but  we  find 
he  is  still  at  the  head  of  the  Bureau,  hence  must  have  changed  his  mind  and 
of  this  we  are  glad): 

We  present  herewith  our  sixth  and  final  Report  on  Correspondence,  Last 
year's  was  noted  as  the  fourth  when  it  should  have  been  Xhc  fifth.     The 


•  •  • 


FRATERNAL  CORRHSPONDENCE.  99 

printer  and  proof-reader  are  blameless^  the  writer  alone  being  responsible  for 
the  error,  which  has  just  been  discovered. 

The  proceedings  reviewed  appear  In  the  usual  alphabetical  order,  and  we 
are  pleased  to  report  every  place  filled.  As  the  Annual  Conclave  comes  a 
'week  later  than  usual  this  year,  a  second  mention  may  be  accorded  some 
jurisdictions,  which  may  be  found  at  the  foot  of  the  line,  if  not  in  time  to 
appear  in  the  proper  place.  Dispensing  with  further  preliminaries  we  will  get 
down  to  business,  beginning  with  the  head  of  the  column. 

Brother  Chase's  attention  to  Mississippi  is  full  and  fraternal.    We  clip : 

The  Grand  Commander  presented  a  full  and  welt  written  account  of  his 
official  acts.  He  reports  that  the  order  has  prospered,  notwithstanding  the 
invasion  of  the  yellow  fever,  a  "pestilence  that  walketh  at  noonday."  Har- 
mony has  prevailed  and  his  official  duties  have  been  merely  perfunctory.  He 
has  some  stirring  words  in  regard  to  properly  observing  the  Christian  Days 
in  attending  Divine  service,  the  custom  having  fallen  into  disuse,  If  it  ever 
existed.  A  tender  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Boliver  A.  Vaughan, 
Past  Grand  Commander,  and  the  Templar  dead  of  sister  Jurisdictions  are 
briefly  noted. 

While  our  Jim's  quotation  from  the  ninety-first  Psalm  is  .a  little  shaky,  it 
was  the  best  he  could  do  under  the  circumstances !  He  s  a  lawyer  of  marked 
ability,  an  all  round  good  fellow,  besides  being  a  Baptist,  but,  notwithstand- 
ing, is  a  little  **off  color"  on  Bible  quotations. 

He  characterizes  Brothor  Thompson's  sermon  as  **an  impressive  dis- 
course."   Which  it  was. 

His  review  of  our  report  is  flattering  and  highly  appreciated.  We  copy  his 
peroration . 

L'ENVOl. 

Again  our  wearying  but  enjoyable  journey  nears  its  end  and  the  usual  feel- 
ing of  relief  is  not  easily  repressed.  This  time  the  pleasure  resulting  from  the 
completion  of  our  yearly  task  is  deeply  tinged  with  regret  as  we  realize  that 
our  leave-taking  is,  in  all  probability,  a  final  one.  Removal  from  the  Juris- 
diction and  the  demands  of  business  constrain  us  to  lay  down  the  pen,  which 
we  do  with  great  regret,  but  with  no  intention  of  taking  up  the  sword. 

Our  best  wishes  for  continued  years  of  health  and  prosperity  go  out  to  our 
brethren  of  the  Corps,  with  whom  we  have  held  pleasant  communion  for 
the  past  half-dozen  years,  and  the  memory  of  our  associations  with  them  will 
linger  as  long  as  life  shall  last. 

R.". E. '.Sir  Walter  E.  Storm  Is  Grand  Commander.  Grand  Recoqjer  and 
Correspondent  as  before. 


NEBRASKA— iSgg. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Hastings,  April  13. 
There  were -present:  R/.E.'.Sir  Wilton  K.  Williams,  Grand  Commander; 
p. •.£.*. Sir  W.  R.  Bowen,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  balance  of  the  staff 
except  the  Grand  Treasurer,  and  Representatives  of  eighteen  of  the  twenty- 
three  Subordinate  Commanderies. 


••     •     ■•     •     _• 


•     •  •  •    .  ,• 


••     *«•     •   •       ••    •••   •         • 
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The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  full  resume  of  his  administration, 
which  was  apparently  successful  and  creditable.  He  reported  twenty-one 
deaths  among  the  membership  of  the  Subordinates,  closing  as  follows : 

Among  these  departed  Knights  was  our  dearly  beloved  comrade,  Sir  Rob- 
ert C.  Jordan,  who  founded  our  order  in  Nebraska,  and  who  long  remained 
the  foremost  Templar  in  our  jurisdiction,  although  he  declined  any  position  in 
our  Grand  Commandery  at  its  organization.  I  recommend  that  a  special 
committee  prepare  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery regarding  the  life  and  service  of  this  eminent  Templar. 


a 


Close  their  eyes ;  their  work  is  done ; 

What  to  them  is  friend  or  foeman, 
Rise  of  moon,  or  set  of  sun. 

Hand  of  man,  or  kiss  of  woman  ? 
Leave  them  to  God's  watching  eye ; 

Trust  them  to  the  hand  that  made  them ; 
Mortal  love  sweeps  idly  by ; 

Christ  alone  has  power  to  aid  them." 

Appropriate  mention  is  made  of  the  distinguished  dead  of  sister  jurisdictions. 

Among  his  dispensations,  we  find  one  allowing  a  Subordinate  Commandery 
to  escort  "the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  on  the  occasion  of  unveiling  a 
a  soldier's  monument."  The  license  was  in  violation  of  the  law  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  and  should  not  have  been  granted.  We  presume  the  G.  A.  R. 
would  have  **pulled  through"  in  safety  without  the  "escort,"  and  our  Ne- 
braska brethren  would  not  have  stultified  the  Order. 

From  his  "Decisions"  we  quote  the  second,  in  which  we  presume  he  is 
interpreting  Nebraska  Templar  law : 

2.  Query — I  am  in  receipt  of  a  query  as  to  the  status  of  a  Knight  Templar 
who  was  suspended  by  a  Commandery  for  non-payment  of  dues.  */fifs. — 
My  understanding  is  that  your  Commandery.  may  restore  him  to  good  stand- 
ing at  large  as  a  non-atfiliate,  and  then  (but  not  till  then)  may  elect  him  a 
member  of  your  Commandery.  But  he  can  not  be  reinstated  in  the  same 
brief  (and  equitable)  manner  as  in  our  Nebraska  lodges  and  chapters.  Rein- 
statement makes  him  a  non-affiliate  Knight  Templar  in  good  standing ;  with 
a  certificate  to  that  effect  he  may  petition  your  or  any  other  Commandery. 

Payment  of  dues  should  reinstate  to  membership  as  well  as  good  standing. 
Failure  to  pay  is  not  a  capital  crime  and  should  not  be  punished  as  felony. 
He  devotes  considerable  space  to  the  Pittsburg  Triennial  and  feels  gratified 
for  hospitality  at  $5  or  $9  a  day. 

IVe  never  feel  particularly  thankful  for  this  sort  of  "hospitality,"  but  peo- 
ple are  not  all  alike. 

The  Grand  Recorder  seems  to  think  that  Grand  Commanderies  are  of  the 
male  sex,  styling  them  "Fellow  Grand  Commanderies,"  while  we  refer  to 
them  as  "Sister  Grands."  As  this  is  a  matter  of  some  moment,  it  should  be 
decided  and  we  will  be  glad  to  have  some  "Giant  intellect"  look  Into  it.  We 
know  Bowen  is  wrong,  but  he  won't  admit  it  unless  compelled  to  do  so. 

The  pamphlet  contains  but  thirty-six  printed  pages,  and  they  paid  $250  for 
printing  and  electrotyping  the  proceedings,  i.  e.,  for  the  pamphlet !    They  also 
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paid  $80  apiece  for  engraving  the  portraits  of  two  Grand  Commanders! 
but  are  too  poor  to  indulge  in  a  Correspondence  report.  Evidently  the  taste 
of  our  Nebraska  brethren  runs  more  towards  art  than  literature  I 

Proceedings  routine  and  local.    Total  membership,  1,665,  a  gain  of  ten. 

R.'.E/.Geo.  W.  Lininger  is  Grand  Commander;  R.'.E/.Wm.  R.  Bowen, 
Grand  Recorder. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE— 1898. 

Annual  Conclave  held  September  27,  at  the  city  of  Concord.  Present : 
R.".  E.\  Sir  John  Hatch,  Grand  Commander;  E.'.Sir  Geo.  P,  Cleaves, 
Grand  Recorder,  (Grand  Prelate  and  Warder  absent,)  fourteen  Past  Grand 
Commanders,  one  Past  Grand  Captain-General,  quite  an  array  of  Past  Com- 
manders, twenty-five  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  eleven  Sub- 
ordinate Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  quite  lengthy,  is  well  written,  but 
refers  mostly  to  matters  of  local  interest.    We  clip  his  opening,  in  part : 

It  is  with  satisfaction  and  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  things  that  I 
am  enabled  to  announce  to  you  the  continuance  of  the  prosperity  wnich  has 
heretofore  attended  our  institution.  The  brotherhood  has  been  animated  as 
by  one  heart  and  mind  in  the  observance  of  our  solemn  vows  and  in  the  per- 
formance of  our  knightly  duties,  and  with  returning  peace  to  our  land  we.  will 
all  share  in  the  blessings  it  brings  on  its  wings. 

With  the  remark  that  if  he  Is  correct  in  his  assumption,  contained  In  the 
first  part  of  the  second  clause,  the  Templars  of  New  Hampshire  as  a  whole, 
stand  alone.  Our  observation  of  the  average  Templar,  as  also  the  average 
church  member,  compels  the  opinion  that  the  observance  of  the  solemn  vows 
of  the  order  and  the  church  is  about  the  last  thing  thought  of,  and  as  to  their 
belnfij  "of  one  heart  and  mind'*  in  this  direction.  It  Is  all  bosh  !  If  they  are 
honest  they  will  say  with  the  Psalmist,  "What  time  I  am  afraid  \  will  trust 
in  Thee."  Or  like  the  old  darkey,  who,  when  the  bear  was  after  him  and 
about  to  catch  him,  cried  out :  "Lord,  If  you  are  ever  going  to  do  anything 
for  this  nigger,  now  is  your  chance." 

He  reported  visitations  to  all  the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  where  he 
found  peace  and  prosperity  the  rule 'and  the  institution  in  good  shape.  The 
attendance  of  the  members  on  these  occasions  ranged  from  10  to  71  per  cent. 
In  uniform. 

His  dispensations  were  all  for  legitimate  objects.  Several  of  his  Subordi- 
nates desired  to  be  pious  on  Ascension  and  other  days,  in  swords  and  plumes 
and  he  allowed  them  to  do  so.  He  also  allowed  several  Commanderies  from 
neighboring  Jurisdictions  "to  appear  within  this  (his)  Jurisdiction"  for  "pil- 
grimage" purposes  and  such.  Happily  no  lives  were  lost  nor  the  general 
peace  disturbed. 

Our  old  friend  Past  Grand  Commander  Fellows  submitted  an  exhaustive 
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report — from  the  Law  Committee— "on  the  subject  of  requiring  citizenship  2ls  bl 
qualification  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood,''  which  we  would  like  to  copy  in 
full,  but  have  only  space  for  the  conclusion  : 

True  there  is  little  or  no  danger  from  the  practice  of  conferring  the  Orders 
upon  foreigne!rs  who  have  not  become  citizens,  but  it  is  wrong  in  principle 
and  is  inconsistent  with  the  sound  policy  that  governs  our  requirements  in 
other  respects.  Nothing  should  be  permitted  that  would  produce  dissension  and 
peril  within  our  ranks  if  carried  out  to  logical  results,  even  though  no  prac- 
tical injury  could  be  anticipated,  and  hence  we  say  no  one  should  receive  the 
Orders  of  Knighthood  and  become  a  member  of  our  Templar  organization 
unless  he  can  loyally  and  patriotically  support  our  government  in  field  and  in 
council. 

The  logical  deduction  from  these  suggestions  would  lead  to  the  conclusion 
that  all  who  are  enrolled  as  Templars  in  this  country  should  be  able  to  follow 
tlie  flag  wherever  it  leads  and  be  devoted  to  the  liberties  and  glories  it  repre- 
sents. It  is  manifest  that  the  subject  of  a  foreign  power  is  not  and  cannot  be 
qualified,  so  far  as  this  important  principle  of  loyalty  is  involved,  to  enlist 
under  the  banners  of  our  Order.  He  may  be  eminently  qualified  otherwise, 
but  his  allegiance  to  another  government  renders  it  inconsistent  for  him  to 
assume  duties  or  lake  upon  himself  obligations  which  loyalty  to  his  sovereign 
would  cause  him  to  disregard. 

For  these  and  other  obvious  reasons  we  believe  it  should  be  the  law  that 
citizenship  should  be  required  as  a  pre-requisite  qualification  to  receiving  the 
Orders  of  Knighthood.  But,  as  we  have  suggested,  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  do  not  require  it,  and  the  fair  impli- 
cation to  be  drawn  from  them  is  that  such  a  requirement  would  be  inconsistent 
with  it. 

The  committee's  remarks  in  favor  of  the  requirement  are  Ingenuous  and 
convincing,  but  reference  to  the  deliverances  of  the  Grand  Encampment  pre- 
scribing the  prerequisites  to  membership,  compelled  them  to  report  that  while 
such  requirement  would  be  right  and  proper,  it  would  be  in  contravention  of  the 
law  and  constitution  of  the  Supreme  Body.  Another  reason  why  tlie  central 
concern  should  be  wiped  out. 

The  Grand  Ti*easury  is  in  a  healthy  state.  Total  membership  2,162,  a 
gain  of  forty-seven. 

One  good  friend  and  brother,  Past  Grand  Commander  Wait  submitted  his 
ninth  annual  report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  the  minutes  of  forty  Templar 
Bodies  are  carefully  and  courteously  considered.  We  regret  the  absence  of 
Mississippi  from  this  excellent  report.  Probably  the  fact  that  it  takes  nine 
months  to  get  our  pamphlet  printed  is  the  cause  of  it. 

Under  Alabama  he  notes  the  foolish  incident  of  the  adoption  of  the  Grand 
Commander's  infant  child  by  that  body.  We  shall  be  glad  when  this  episode 
is  sufficiently  discussed  and  the  subject  forgotten.  Under  Oregon  we  find 
the  following  dissertation  on  a  subject  that  has  caused  considersble  discussion 
and  that  will  continue  to  **bob  up  serenely"  for  some  time  yet  to  come: 

With  a  single  exception  we  find  ourselves  in  agreement  with  the  views  of 
our  f rater  of  Oregon.  The  exception  is  with  regard  to  the  proper  effect  of 
non-affiliation  in  Lodge  or  Chapter  upon  membership  in  theCommanderv.  Sir 
Knight  Hodson,  if  we  rightly  understand  him,  holds  suspension  from  Lodge 
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membership  for  non-payment  of  dues,  in  its  effect  upon  membership  in  the 
Commandery,  to  be  equivalent  to  suspension  from  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  Masonry.  Indeed,  in  his  review  of  New  York,  he  distinctly  insists  that 
non-payment  of  dues  is  a  Masonic  crime,  and  declares  that  a  party  thus  delin- 
<)uent  has  voluntarily  perjured  himself. 

It  was  among  our  earliest  instructions  in  Masonry  that  Lodge  dues  were  of 
quite  modern  origin,  indeed,  that  they  grew  up  with  the  Grand  Lodge  system, 
under  which  Lodges  can  only  exist  by  virtue  of  charters,  and  in  subordination 
to  a  Grand  Lodge ;  that  such  dues  were  the  consideration  and  only  the  con- 
sideration of  the  privileges  of  Lodge  membership.     It  was  for  a  long  time  the 
case  in  the  old  Grand  Lodge  Jurisdictions  that  reception  of  the  degrees  of 
Masonry  was  entirely  independent  of  membership  in  a  Lodge,  which  latter 
could  only  be  obtained  on  a  petition  therefor  and  a  ballot  and  unanimous  elec- 
tion, after  having  acquired  the  degrees ;  that  membership  in  a  Masonic  fra- 
ternity and  membership  of  a  particular  Lodge  were  two  distinct  and  independ- 
ent things,  the  only  pecuniary  consideration  for  the  former  being  the  initia- 
tory fees  paid  at  the  reception  of  the  degrees ;  that  failure  to  pay  periodical 
Lodge  dues  is  failure  merely    to    perform  a  contract,  and  is  no  more    a 
crime  in  masonry  than  Is  failure  to  perform  a  contract  a  crime  under  our  civil 
L'ivv,  the  appropriate  method  of  dealing  with  the  former  being  to  deprive  the 
party  of  that  membership  the  consideration  of  which  he  does  not  pay.    Depri- 
v'ition  of  Lodge  membership  is  not  deprivation  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
Mrisonry;  and  it  cannot  be  made  such  without  making  innovations  in  Ma- 
sonry, which  no  man  or  body  of  men  has  power  to  do.     We  therefore  hold — 
and  of  the  correctness  of  the  doctrine  we  have  not  the  remotest  doubt — that 
deprivation  of  Lodge  membership  merely,  whether  it  be  called  suspension,  or 
dropping  from  the  rolls,  and  whether  it  be  for  non-pavment  of  dues,  by  dismis- 
sion, or  other  cause,  is  no  ground  for  denying  a  iCnight  Templar  the  priv- 
ileges of  his  Commandery.     We  do  not  in  the  least  question  that,  where  the 
I'iws  allow  it,  if  there  are  such  anywhere,  suspension  or  expulsion  from  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  for  non-payment  of  dues,  is  in  its  effect 
expulsion  from  the  Commandery,  and  for  the  reason — not  that  the  party  has 
lost  membership  in  his  Lodge — but  because  he  is  no  longer  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.     We  disapprove  of  such  a  law,  regarding  it  not  only  con- 
trary to  the  ancient  and  well-known  principles  of  Masonry,  but  as  contrary  to 
the  principles  of  justice  and  sound  reason  as  well,  though  where  it  exists  we 
how  to  it  as  the  established  rule. 

We  regret  our  utter  inabiliry  to  concur  In  our  good  brother's  proposition 
that  because  a  breach  of  contract  Is  not  a  crime  under  the  civil  law  that  the 
same  rule  should  apply  in  Masonry.  The  cases  are  not  at  all  analogous. 
Freemasonry  professes  to  be,  and  is,  a  pure  system  of  morality  and  its  mem- 
bers of  their  own  free  will  and  accord  assume  certain  obligations,  among  them 
to  pay  a  certain  sum  each  year  into  the  treasury  of  the  Lodge  for  charitable 

or  other  uses.  The  failure  to  redeem  this  obligation,  except  from  poverty  or 
other  cause,  is  a  violation  of  a  promise  without  just  cause  and  is,  therefore,  a 
moral  wrong,  and  any  moral  wrong  committed  by  a  Mason  is  of  necessity  a 
crime  against  Masonry  and  should  be  punished.  It  is  not  the  poor  and  unable 
who  are  suspended  for  this  cause,  but  it  is  those  who  can  but  will  not  fulfill 
their  obligations,  and  the  punishment  of  suspension  and  even  expulsion  is 
none  too  severe  for  these  drones  in  the  hive.  We  hope  our  pamphlet  of  'qq 
may  reach  Brother  Wait  some  time  before  the  close  of  1900  and  that  he  will 
be  young  enough  to  read  it. 

R/.E.'.Sir  Henry  13.  Quimbv  is  Grand  Commander.  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  continued- 
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OREGON— 1899. 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Ashland,  September  28. 
There  were  In  attendance :  R.'.E.'.Sir  Jno.  B.  Cleland, Grand  Commander; 
Sir  Geo.  H.  Hill,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  balance  of  the  Grand  Officers,  six 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  sixteen  Past  Commanders,  seventeen  Grand  Rep- 
resentatives, and  delegates  from  six  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander^s  address  is  a  business  paper,  well  written,  but 
confined  to  matters  of  local  import.  He  issued  but  few  dispensations,  and 
these  for  proper  objects.  We  clip  the  following  sensible  as  well  as  timely 
thoughts  from  his  * 'conclusion:" 

The  reports  of  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer  exhibit  the  condition  of 
the  Order  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  it  appears  that  during  the  past  year 
there  has  been  a  substantial  increase  In  the  membership.  The  conditions  for 
growth  are  favorable,- and  we  may  confidently  expect  that  the  cause  of  Tem- 
plary  Masonry  will  be  greatly  advanced.  The  cost  of  the  preceding  degrees  of 
Masonry  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  is,  in  the  judgment  of  your  Grand  Com- 
mander,' too  ^reat.  The  hope  of  Masonry  in  general,  arid  of  the  Templar 
Order  in  particular,  is  in  the  young  men  who  may  enlist  under  the  banners  of 
the  Orderr  It  should  be  remembered  that  they  come,  not  only  to  receive  the 
honors  of  the  Craft,  but  to  yield  it  faithful  and  loyal  service.  The  obligations 
are  dependent,  and  the  Craft  gains  by  these  accessions  the  benefit  of  the 
active  efforts  of  enthusiastic  adherents.  It  should  be  remembered,  In  fixing 
the  fees  demanded,  that  Masonrv  is  not  the  end  of  life,  but  only  a  means,  and 
no  exactions  should  be  required  beyond  the  means  of  one  in  moderate  circum- 
stances, who  is  required  to  maintain  himself  and  a  family  upon  an  ordinary 
salary.  Such  a  rule  would  modify  fees  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  and 
result  in  an  accession  of  the  most  desirable  material,  who  would  be  benefitted 
by  the  degrees  and  orders,  and  would  in  their  turn  assist  in  perpetuating  and 
upholding  the  Craft. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  local.  Order  in  a  healthy  condition. 
Total  memborship,  423— a  gain  of  twenty-four. 

Past  Grand  Commander  J.  M.  Hodson  presented  his  tenth  annual  report 
on  Correspondence,  in  which  the  transactions  of  forty-two  Templar  legisla- 
tures are  carefully  and  courteously  considered — ours  for  1898  among  the  num- 
ber. The  report  covers  seventy-nine  pages,  and  is  a  good  one.  He  devotes 
two  and  a  half  pages  to  our  pamphlet,  mostly  to  our  report.     We  quote: 

He  quotes  from  Grand  Commander  Bean's  address,  and  Inquires  what  the 
personal  expenses  and  other  outlay  incident  to  attendance  upon  the  Grand 
Encampment  may  be  for,  and  proceeds  to  "suspect"  that  It  is  liquid  refresh- 
ments and  resortmg  to  the  "Bar."  Now,  Brother  DeLap,  you  ought  to  be 
ashamed  to  put  such  an  Insinuation  as  that  upon  paper  concerning  Ore- 
gon's Grand  Commandery,  We  have,  I  think,  never  failed  of  representation 
in  the  Grand  Encampment,  though  we  have  never  been  able  to  open  head- 
quarters, nor  have  we  ever  dispensed  a  drop  of  intoxicants,  nor  do  we  have 
any  drunkards  in  our  ranks.  If  the  crowd  you  have  been  running  with  are 
guilty  of  any  unknightly  conduct,  you  have  no  right  to  punish  them  over  our 
shoulders. 

He  thinks  we  must  have  fallen  off  the  Christmas  tree  and  broken  our  head, 
or  we  never  would  have  made  the  argument  we  did  against  changing  the 
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membership  of  the  Grand  Encampment  into  representative  form  in  propor- 
tion to  members.  Well,  we  take  notice  that  a  very  large  majority — m  fact, 
nearly  all  the  supposed  leadinj?  and  brainy  men  in  our  Order — took  our 
view,  and,  while  he  may  ridicule  our  position,  he  cannot  gainsay  the  truth  we 
wrote. 

In  regard  to  the  Correspondence  report,  he  regrets  we  did  not  review.  Had 
we  done  so,  it  would  have  only  made  matters  more  complicated,  for  we  should 
have  published  some  personal  letters  that  would  have  brought  shame  to  the 
admirers  of  their  author.  We  have  long  ago  learned  that  not  all  great  men 
are  good  men,  and  that  not  all  who  have  knelt  at  our  altars  are  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Master.     It  is  better  as  it  is. 

He  goes  after  the  Arizona  boys  red-hot  because  they  used  some  Palestine 
wine  in  celebrating  the  Christmas  ceremonies,  and  gets  in  a  very  positive 
opinion  relative  to  the  wine  episode  in  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  how  the  Savior 
looks  upon  the  Christmas  observance.  Now,  my  good  and  earnest  brother, 
did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  sometimes,  yes,  just  a  few  times,  you  might  pos- 
sibly be  mistaken,  overdraw  your  picture  and  use  language  not  suitable  to  be 
applied  by  one  f rater  to  another  ? 

We  beg  pardon  for  the  offense  charged  in  the  first  paragraph.  Are  glad  to 
know  that  Oregon  never  had  headquarters  at  Grand  Encampment,  and  never 
dispensed  "a  drop  of  intoxicants"  and  are  without  drunkards  in  their  mem- 
bership. The  facts  are  creditable  to  the  Jurisdiction.  The  second  paragraph 
is  all  O.  K. ;  the  third  we  do  not  exactly  understand,  and  ip  answer  to  the 
rebuke  and  query  of  the  last,  reply ;  Possibly  so,  although  singularly  free  of 
faults,  we  are  not  entirly  peVfect.  As  to  using  improper  language,  that  is  a 
question  to  which  there  are  two  sides.  It  has  always  been  easier  for  us  to  say 
**Take  that  rag  off  from  that  bush,"  than  it  was  to  say:  "Remove  that  dilap- 
idated remnant  of  domestic  from  that  incipient  tree,"  and  we  are  inclined  to 
continue  in  the  old  paths  and  call  a  spade  a  spade  and  an  ass  an  ass,  and  if 
any  of  our  finicky  and  "culchered"  **fraters"  don't  like  it,  they  need  not  read 
our  productions.  Our  Brother  H.  means  well,  but  has  too  high  an  opinion 
of  his  own  calibre  and  two  small  a  one  of  his  confreres.  We  are  willing  to 
admit  that  he,  Swain  of  Wisconsin,  Corson  of  Illinois,  and  others  are  very 
wise  and  smart  and  all  that,  but  we  are  not  going  to  any  of  them  to  find  out 
what  language  to  use  or  sentiments  to  express  in  these  reports.    Scarcely ! 

Under  Ohio  we  find  this  manly.  Knightly,  Christian  and  gentlemanly  ref- 
erence to  our  brother.  E.  T.  Carson,  deceased,  between  whom  and  Brother  H. 
there  had  been  some  sharp  passages : 

The  shadows  of  the  tomb  and  the  vail  of  what  we  call  death  cover  the 
report  on  Correspondence,  and  what  we  would  have  written  will  never  be 
penned.  Sir  Enoch  T.  Carson  has  passed  from  earth  life,  and  from  the  van- 
tage-ground of  spiritual  enlightenment  can  review  his  life  work,  not  as  through 
a  glass  darkly,  but  face  to  face  with  truth.  Peace  to  his  ashes  and  rest  to  his 
soul. 

We  are  particularly  fond  of  a  scrimmage,  but  only  witn  live  men  and 
snakes. 

Our  Brother  H.  gets  up  a  good  report  and  there  are  lots  of  things  in  It  we 
would  appropriate,  but  as  more  than  ten  months  have  passed  since  we  sub- 
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mitted  our  last  report,  which  Is  still  unpublished  and  may  never  be  published, 
and  as  this  may  also  be  suppressed,  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  put  too  much 
work  on  it. 

R/.E.'.Sir  Curtis  B.  Winn  won  the  race  for  Grand  Commander.    Grand 
Recorder  and  Correspondent  as  before. 


PENNSYLVANIA-1899. 

The  Forty-sixth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Altoona,  May  23.  Present: 
R.'.E.'.Sir  Hy.  H,  Kuhn,  Grand  Commander;  E.'.Sir  Wm.  W.  Allen,  Grand 
Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  twelve  Past  Grand  Commanders,  eigh- 
teen Grand  Representatives,  and  delegates  from  sixty-seven  out  of  seventy- 
eight  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  excellent  paper,  quite  lengthy,  but 
interesting  and  well  written.  He  says  the  expenses  incident  to  the  Triennial 
at  Pittsburg  left  but  $1,083.77  out  of  an  appropriation  of  $10,000.  Only  $327 
of  this  was  paid  for  ** Refreshments,"  but  the  Grand  Treasurer  does  not 
include  the  Menu  in  his  report,  hence  we  assume  that  the  bulk  of  them  was 
made  up  of  substantials  and  not  liquids,  The  expenditure  of  this  large  amount, 
nearly  $9,000,  proves  that  the  holding  of  the  Triennial  in  a  bailiwick  is  an 
expensive  luxury.  But  there  is  no  danger  of  its  coming  to  Mississippi,  hence 
we  have  no  kick  due  us. 

He  came  very  near  visiting  his  Subordinates,  and  would  have  done  so,  but 
for  sickness,  which  Is  always  a  valid  excuse.  His  decisions  were  in  accord 
with  the  law  as  it  stands,  but  that  does  not  signify  that  they  were  correct, 
especially  No.  i. 

His  dispensations  were  all  for  practical  purposes.  We  regret  to  note  the 
low  state  of  spirituality  among  the  Templars  of  Pennsylvania,  as  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  only  one  of  the  seventy-eight  Subordinate  Commanderies 
felt  religiously  inclined  on  **Easter."  We  advise  them  to  secure  the  services 
of  Dr.  Carradlne,  the  **Second  Blessing"  apostle,  who  will  enable  them  to 
* 'sweep  into  the  experience  of  entire  sanctificatlon  !" 

Among  his  **Recommendatlons"  we  find  this: 

Your  Grand  Commander  recommends  the  adoption  of  a  regulation  making 
Ascension  Day  the  proper  and  appropriate  day  of  each  year  tu  attend  Divine 
Service,  by  the  several  Subordinate  Commanderies  in  this  Jurisdiction,  and 
for  that  purpose  granting  them  general  permission  to  appear  in  public  in  full 
Templar  uniform  on  the  occasion. 

Also  the  adoption  of  a  regulation  requiring  Recorders  of  the  several  Com- 
manderies to  include,  in  their  notices  of  regular  Conclaves,  the  name  of  each 
petitioning  Companion,  setting  forth  his  age,  occupation,  residence,  Lodge, 
Chapter  and  Recom menders,  together  with  the  names  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  to  which  the  petition  was  referred. 

We  dissent  from  the  first,  from  principle,  and  endorse  the  latter  as  being 
the  proper  course  to  adopt. 
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The  R.  E.  received  a  vote  of  thanks  for  faithful  service  and  a  successful 
administration,  and  he  deserved  it. 

The  proceedings  are  mostly  of  local  interest.    We  note  the  following  facts : 

Receipts  . _.  _.|  15,790  00 

Balance  from  last  year 7,20900 

Total. __ -  ._.      $22,99900 

Disbursements    _   .    .  15,57300 

Balance  ....  _. _ _.   . $7,42600 

We  also  note  that  the  Grand  Commander  is  allowed  $800  for  his  expenses, 
while  we  make  ours  pay  his  own.  They  pay  Brother  Smith  only  $25  for  an 
admirable  report  on  Correspondence,  which  it  is  worth  $500  to  prepare,  while 
the  Grand  Recorder  gets  $1,200  for  less  work  I  We  move  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Board  of  Equalization.    They  need  it  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  "Triennial  Committee*'  reported  receipt  of  $84,165.60!  Paid  out  $84,- 
174.60 — balance  $9.  What  "a  waste  of  wax  1"  We  think  it  an  actual  sin, 
but  no  doubt  some  little  five-cent-watermelon-headed  nincompoop  will  quote 
the  remark  of  Judas  anent  the  use  of  ointment  used  to  anoint  the  head  and 
feet  of  the  Master,  but  fuiminations  from  these  people  don't  disturb  us,  in  the 
least.  If  there  was  no  other  reason  for  the  abolition  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment than  the  worse  than  waste  of  money,  spent  in  entertaining  it  Triennially, 
that  would  be  ample. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Lee  S.  Smith  presented  his  sixth  report  on  Corres- 
pondence, covering  ninety-six  pages  and  reviewing  in  his  accustomed  enter- 
taining and  intelligent  style  the  minutes  of  forty-four  Templar  Grand  Bodies, 
for  which  he  received  the  munificent  sum  of  $25,  from  a  -Grand  Body  that 
pays  $84,000  for  a  big  blow  out ! 

**Mjrried  at  Whitney,  Cal.,  July  4: 

"Miss  Jane  Lemon  to  Mr.  Ebenezer  Sweet — 
How  happily  extremes  do  meet 

In  Jane  and  Ebenezer ; 
Now  she's  no  longer  sour,  but  Sweet, 

And  he's  a  Lemon  squeezer !" 

Brother  Smith  gets  up  a  good  report  and  ought  to  be  paid  at  least  $100  for 
the  actual  labor,  to  say  nothing  of  the  tax  on  his  brain. 

Our  brother's  attention  to  Mississippi  for  1898  is  full  and  fraternal.  He 
does  not  concur  in  our  contention  (Law  report)  that  the  Grand  Encampment 
has  no  right  to  meddle  with  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  Subordinates  of  a 
Grand  Commandery,  but  concedes  our  right  to  our  opinion.  He  says,  "But 
in  one  matter  our  friend  DeLap  was  very  much  out  of  joint"  In  regard  to  the 
Grand  Encampment  as  a  working  Body,  and  adds  : 

Well,  Brother  DeLap,  if  you  were  present  at  the  Twenty-seventh  Triennial 
Conclave,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  you  call  Pittsburg  or  the  Grand 
Encampment  "Nazareth,"  but  it  matters  not;  let  it  be  either  way.     We  had 


I08  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

those  present  at  the  Twenty-seventh  Triennial  Conclave,  who  will  acknowl- 
edge that  if  Pittsburg  is  the  Nazareth,  its  a  pretty  pleasant  place  to  sojourn 
in,  for  a  short  time  at  least,  even  if  we  poor  smoke-begrimed  Pittsburgers  do 
have  to  suffer  all  our  lives  in  it.  If  he  referred  to  the  Triennial  as  Nazareth, 
he  is  a  little  off  again,  inasmuch  as  this  Triennial  Conclave  transacted  all 
their  business,  which  he  seems  to  despair  of  its  getting  through  with,  all  of 
this  with  a  thoroughness  that  was  admired  by  all. 

As  Brother  Smith's  conclusion  contains  much  in  regard  to  the  doings  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  at  Pittsburg,  we  copy  it  entire : 

Once  more  we  come  to  the  "Finis"  of  our  work  as  Correspondent  for  cur- 
rent Templar  year.  The  year  that  has  passed  since  our  last  report  was  pre- 
sented has  been  an  eventful  one  in  the  history  of  our  great  country. 

At  that  time  war  with  Spam  was  in  full  swing  with  all  its  attendant  horrors, 
while  since,  victory  has  perched  upon  our  banners,  and  proud,  haughty,  big- 
oted Spain  was  compelled  to  bow  to  the  champion  of  down-trodden  humanity. 
History  furnishes  no  parallel  to  the  disinterested  and  heaven-born  motives 
which  caused  this  peace-loving  nation  to  take  up  the  sword  to  rescue  the  weak 
from  the  persecution  of  the  tyrant,  and  thus  compel  obedience  to  God's  com- 
mand of  old :    "Let  my  people  go." 

We  would  that  we  could  sav  the  war  was  over,  but  wars  always  have 
attendant  evils,  and  ours  is  no  exception  to  the  rule.  Unforeseen  results  have 
followed,  which  have  imposed  new  duties  and  responsibilities  upon  us  as  a 
nation,  and  we  cannot  see  that  our  government  could  have  done  other  than  it 
has  and  maintain  the  honor  of  our  flag.  And  we  feel  fully  Siitisfied  to  leave 
our  affairs  in  the  hands  of  our  "powers  that  be,"  believing  that  they  will  do 
what  is  best,  as  God  gives  them  to  see  it. 

Another  important  incident  of  the  year  was  the  Twenty-seventh  Triennial 
Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar,  held  in  our  own 
good  city  of  Pittsburg. 

Having  had  such  an  active  part  in  the  arrangements  for  that  occasion  as 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  it  does  not  become  us  to  sing  the 
paeons  of  triumph  regarding  the  same,  but  simply  to  say  that  the  fraters  of 
Pennsylvania  in  general,  and  of  the  Second  Division  m  particular,  did  all 
they  could  to  make  the  occasion  memorable  in  the  history  of  the  Order. 

If  anything:  was  left  undone  that  should  or  could  be  done  to  add  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Conclave,  it  was  simply  because  we  could  not  find  it  to  db. 

Our  renuion  with  the  Corps  Reportorial  around  the  festal  board  was  to  us 
one  of  the  prominent  events  In  our  life,  and  our  only  regret  was  that  our  offi- 
cial duties  prevented  us  from  seeing  more  of  them,  and  from  paying  them 
more  personal  attention. 

As  it  was,  the  Conclave  enabled  us  to  form  new  ties  of  friendship  as  well 
as  to  renew  some  very  warm  old  ones.  Knowing  ourjresources  and  the  desires 
and  dispositions  of  our  Sir  Knights  of  Pittsburg  and  vicinity,  we  invited  you 
to  come  to  Pittsburg.    You  came.    We  are  satisfied.     Are  you? 

But  what  of  the  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  itself?  Well,  we 
can  only  say  that  as  a  Conclave  it  was  a  marked  success.  Grand  Master 
Thomas  proved  himself  a  model  presiding  officer,  well  prepared  for  his  duties, 
and  skillful  in  carrying  them  to  a  successful  termination. 

The  result  was  that  all  business  left  over  from  previous  Conclave,  as  well 
as  all  new  business,  was  disposed  of,  leaving  a  clear  sheet  for  his  successor. 

The  revision  of  the  Code  which  was  so  much  needed  was  completely  accom- 
plished, and  many  questions  over  which  there  has  been  much  controversy  in 
the  past,  were  settled,  for  the  time  being  at  least. 

So  much  time  has  elapsed  since  the  Conclave,  and  the  report,  as  well  as 
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the  revised  Code,  having  been  published  and  distributed,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  refer  to  them  here. 

To  one  matter  only  shall  we  refer,  viz :  The  question  of  non-affiliation, 
and  we  would  not  refer  to  that  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  some  discussion 
has  already  arisen  which  shows  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  interpretation 
of  enactment  on  ttiat  subject. 

The  committee  on  Revision  reported  that  non-affiliation  in  Lodge  or  Chap- 
ter for  six  months,  forfeited  membership  in  Commandery. 

Sir  Knight  Shirley,  of  Kentucky,  offered  an  amendment,  placing  the  word 
*'hereafter^'  at  beginning  of  Section  i,  Title  XXV,  so  that  as  adopted  that 
section  reads: 

** Hereafter  voluntary  non-affiliation  in  Lodge  or  Chapter  for  six  months 
shall  deprive  a  Knight  Templar  of  his  membership  in  the  Commandery." 

Sir  Shirley,  in  asking  this  change,  explained  that  there  were  members 
of  the  Order  in  his  own  State  who  were  non-affiliate,  not  of  their  own  accord, 
but  of  past  differences  which  prevented  them  regaining  their  membership  in 
Lodge  or  Chapter. 

And  in  accepting  and  adopting  the  section  as  it  now  stands,  it  was  certainly 
understood  by  the  members  of  the  Grand  Encampment  that  the  word  "here- 
after" clearly  meant  that  those  who  become  non-affiliate  hertafin  and  remain 
so  for  six  months,  etc. 

Furthermore,  the  word  "voluntary"  was  inserted  in  this  section  bv  the 
committee,  for  a  distinct  purpose,  and  that  was  to  relieve  any  worth v  Tem- 
plars who  might  be  non-affiliate  by  other  reasons  than  those  oVer  which  they 
might  have  control. 

One  thing  is  certain,  we  can  most  happily  congratulate  the  Order  upon  the 
completion  of  the  revision,  which  will  undoubtedly  set  many  disputed  ques- 
tions at  rest. 

In  closing  we  submit  this  report,  trusting,  if  it  contains  nothing  new,  it 
may  at  least  prove  of  value  as  a  condensation  of  Transactions,  Decisions, 
etc.,  which  may  be  of  general  interest  to  the  seekers  after  Templar  Knowledge. 

R. '.£.•.  Jas.  B.  Thompson  is  Grand  Commander.  Grand*  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  continued. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA— 1899. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  was  held  at  Yankton,  June  16.  There  were  present. 
R.'.E.'.Sir  Wm.  T.  Doolittle,  Grand  Commander;  E.'.Sir  Geo.  A.  Pettil 
grew.  Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  four  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders and  Representatives  from  fourteen  out  of  fifteen  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  good  one  but,  except  in  its  "opening 
chorus,"  is  confmed  to  matters  of  local  interest.  He  indulges,  in  his  opening, 
in  some  rhetorical  flourishes  touching  our  late  scirmmage  with  the  Dons,  the 
hard  times  the  Cuban  bandits  have  had,  pays  just  tribute  to  the  names  of 
Wheeler  and  Roosevelt  and  expresses  the  hope  that  "ere  we  meet  again" 
"that  Cuba  may  receive  the  robe  of  Knighthood  as  a  republic  of  the  world," 
In  all  of  which  we  concur,  except  the  doxology.  Cuba  Is  about  as  fit  for  self 
government  as  a  Sioux  Indian  is  for  running  an  orphan  asylum  ! 
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He  then  makes  a  few  ambiguous  remarks  in  reference  to  the  Philippine 
acquisition,  from  which  we  infer  that  It  is  not  the  exactly  correct  thing  for  us 
to  whip  those  Malay  pirates  into  the  traces  of  good  government  and  honest 
living.  Reading  between  the  lines  we  think  we  detect  a  leaning  towards  the 
treasonable  platform  of  the  anti-imperialists  headed  by  the  trio  of  traitors 
Atkinson  ^nd  Hoar,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wm.  Jennings  Bryan,  of  Ne- 
braska, endorsed  and  upheld  by  Roman  Catholics  all  over  the  world.  If 
there  was  no  other  reason  for  the  war  against  Aguinaldo  and  his  piratical 
cut-throats  than  the  fact  that  Rome  Is  opposed  to  it,  that  reason  alone  should 
align  every  Templar  and  Protestant  on  the  side  of  the  administration.  Cuba 
should  be  annexed  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  while  Aguinaldo  and  his 
treacherous  savages  should  be  wiped  off  the  face  of  God's  earth,  and  last,  but 
not  least,  all  these  traitors,  copperheads  and  renegades  who  are  trying  to 
cripple  the  efforts  •f  the  government,  and  are  prolonging  the  struggle  by  giv- 
ing moral  if  not  material  aid  to  the  insurgents,  should  be  hung  wherever 
found,  no  matter  who  they  are.  All  this  fuss  and  feathers  about  the  princi- 
ples of  the  "Declaration  of  Independence"  when  applied  to  Philippine  pirates 
and  Cuban  niggers,  is  the  veriest  demagogism.  Appropriate  mention  is  made 
of  the  Knightly  dead,  both  of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdictions.  He  endorsed 
-  in  one  of  his  decisions — the  action  of  theGrand  Encampment  at  Pittsburg,  in 
making  Lodge  and  Chapter  membership  a  situ  qua  uon  to  membership  in  Com- 
mandery,  remarking :  "The  Blue  Lodge  degrees  are  the  foundation  of  all 
Masonry,  and  is  it  not  essential.  Sir  Knights,  that  we  should  look  well  to  the 
foundation?"  Certainly.  The  Psalmist  says:  "If  the  foundation  be  de- 
stroyed, what  can  the  righteous  do?" 

He  takes  occasion  to  commend  the  excellent  work  of  our  good  friend  and 
brother,  Sam  Jumper,  the  Reporter  for  that  deestrid.  As  Brother  Sam  deserves 
all  the  praise  he  gets,  and  much  more,  we  gladly  concur.  He  is  also  grateful  to 
Brother  Brown  et.  al.,  of  the  Triennial  Committee,  for  the  "royal  manner"  in 
which  visitors  were  entertained  at  South  Dakota  headquarters. 

We  find  no  itemized  account  of  the  cost  of  the  "entertainment,"  but  pre- 
sume it  was  not  small  and  that  the  bulk  of  it  was  for  "tanglefoot,"  in  one 
shape  or  another. 

We  copy  his  peroration,  which  is  really  eloquent : 

My  best  wishes  are  for  you,  my  highest  hopes  are  in  your  interests;  my 
own  sky  will  brighten  as  I  see  the  star  of  your  happiness  shining  on  with 
increasing  lustre,  your  conflicts  transfigured  into  conquests,  your  trials  into 
triumphs,  and  your  apparent  defeats  into  transparent  victories. 

And  when  your  bark  shall  have  drifted  upon  that  shoreless  sea,  may  the 
manhood,  justice  and  glory  of  those  who  have  not  lived  in  vain  be  the  trinity 
of  attributes,  securing  to  you  the  welcome  plaudit  from  the  Judge  of  ail  the 
earth,  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant." 

Proceedings  confined  to  local  matters.  Total  membership  735,  a  gain  of 
nine.    Order  healthy. 
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This  is  the  fourth  child  of  our  brother  Jumper  and,  like  its  brothers,  is 
healthy  and  fine.    We  clip  his  "opening :" 

We  commence  our  fourth  annual  report  on  New  Years  morn.  The  year 
just  closed,  though  unimportant  in  Templar  matters,  has  been  fraught  with 
events  of  national  importance  of  such  magnitude  that  the  world  has  stood 
amazed  wondering  what  next!  The  echo  of  that  first  gun  fired  by  Dewey  on 
that  bright  May  day  morn  has  not  yet  found  lodgment,  so  rapidlv  have  the 
changes  been  rung,  "Old  Glory"  now  flaunts  her  silken  folds  from  Maine 
to  the  far-off  Philippines,  its  stripes  and  stars  never  shaded  by  a  setting  sun. 
Brave  and  gallant  Knights  of  the  Temple  have  taken  noble  part  in  the  strug- 
gle. The  cross  of  the  Templar  Knight  has  been  found  on  the  breast  of  many 
who  have  died  in  the  cause.  Let  their  memory  be  cherished  in  the  inner- 
most heart  of  every  patriotic,  Christian  Knight. 

Under  Alabama  we  find  these  words  of  wisdom,  in  which  we  fully  concur: 

California  will  keep  "open  house,"  the  products  of  her  mighty  vineyards 
tickling  the  throats  of  the  brave  and  the  fair. 

"The  palatial  headquarters'*  of  forty  or  more  Jurisdictions  will  be  open  and 
the  Grand  officers  whose  expenses  have  been  paid  by  their  respective  Grand 
Commanderies  will  be  receiving,  or  calling,  or  sight-seeing,  and  needed  legis- 
lation will  be  neglected. 

For  the  amount  of  legislation  passed  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights 
Templar  of  the  United  States,  it  is  the  most  expensive  body  of  law  makers  in 
the  world.  So  far  as  law  making  is  concerned,  each  succeeding  Triennial  is 
a  disappointment  greater  than  the  preceding  one.  We  have  ever  been 
opposed  to  these  grand  dress  parades,  and  until  we  are  convinced  that  they 
are  of  benefit  to  the  Order,  we  shall  continue  so. 

Brother  Jumper's  attention  to  Mississippi  for  *q8  is  full,  fraternal  and  flat- 
tering. He  quotes  liberally  from  Grand  Commander  Harrison's  address; 
says  "amen"  to  his  remarks  in  regard  to  Commanderies  attending  divine 
service  in  a  body,  and  says  of  Grand  Prelate  Thompson's  really  able  and 
instructive  sermon : 

The  sermon  was  from  the  text,  "For  unto  whomsoever  much  is  given,  of 
him  shall  much  be  required;"  and  the  theme  was  "Obligation  and  Privilege," 
and  was  handled  in  a  most  masterly  manner,  the  speaker  often  rising  to  the 
heights  of  eloquence  seldom  surpassed. 

Of  our  own  report,  he  speaks  thusly : 

The  report  of  Correspondence  is  by  Sir  E.  G.  DeLap,  who  presents  his 
eighteenth  report,  which  he  says,  "while  not  remarkably  good,  is  yet  not 
nearly  so  bad  as  it  might  be."  He  covers  thirty-nine  Jurisdictions  in  a  most 
thorough  and  comprehensive  manner,  showing  a  remarkably  clear  under- 
standing of  Masonic  law. 

For  all  of  which  we  are  grateful. 

Reviewing  Brother  Mayo's  report  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Missouri, 
he  says : 
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His  heart  is  touched  with  the  beautiful  scene  at  the  opening  of  the  Grand 
Commandej^  of  Alabama,  where  the  Grand  Commanaer  presents  his  first- 
born to  the  cause  of  Masonry  and  gives  the  speeches  made  in  connection 
therewith. 

It  had  a  contrary  effect  on  this  scribe!  If  our  memory  serves  us,  "and  we 
think  she  does,"  the  mother  of  the  child  is  a  Roman  Catholic  and  this  fact 
was  noted  and  the  statement  made  that  she  consented  to  the  senseless  pro- 
ceeding. It  is  not  in  consonance  with  the  predilections  and  actions  of  the 
Priesthood  of  that  church  to  submit  to  such  performances  by  its  communi- 
cants, without  a  vigorous  kick.  Roman  Catholic  France  is  after  Dreyfus 
with  a  sharp  stick,  one  of  his  capital  crimes  being  that  he  is  said  to  be  a  32d 
degree  Mason — a  greater  crime  in  the  eyes  of  the  church  than  treason  or  mur- 
der— so  we  presume  the  lady  is  not  as  bigoted  and  intolerant  as  the  church. 
If  French  Masonry  is  the  unholy  and  ungodly  concern  that  rumor  makes  it» 
we  are  not  surprised  that  any  and  all  churches  should  condemn  it  and  its 
members.    Neither  are  fit  for  heaven  or  earth. 

Can't  exactly  tell  what  started  us  off  on  Dreyfus,  unless  it  was  his  re-con- 
viction at  Rennes,  on  Saturday  last.  If  he  is  a  French  Mason,  we  have  no 
doubt  of  his  guilt  and  still  less  that  he  ought  to  be  hung ! 

Brother  Jumper  gets  up  an  excellent  report  and  we  would  like  to  notice  it 
further,  but  Dakota's  space  is  full,  and  we  have  the  toothache  in  our  right 
leg  and  must  quit. 

R. '.E. '.Geo.  V.  Ayres  is  Grand  Commander.  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondent as  before. 


TENNESSEE— 1899. 

Thirty-seventh  Annual  at  the  city  of  Greeneville,  May  24.  There  were  In 
attendance:  R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Samuel  B.  Dow,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Wilbur 
F.  Foster,  Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  balance  of  the  staff,  except  the  Grand 
Sword  Bearer  and  Captain  of  the  Guard  ;  only  two  Past  Grand  Commanders, 
sixteen  Past  Commanders,  seventeen  Grand  Representatives,  and  delegates 
from  fourteen  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander,  like  the  average  Tennessee  literary 
productions,  is  an  excellent  paper.    He  opens  as  follows : 

Sir  Knigbts,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee: 

At  the  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Bodv,  held  in  the 
city  of  Franklin,  May  25  and  26,  1898,  you  bestowed  upon  me  the  highest 
honor  in  your  gift— an  honor  that  I  am  proud  of,  one  that  has  been  highly 
appreciated,  and  for  which  I  most  sincerely  thank  you,  one  and  all. 

To  me  the  year  of  my  administration  has  passed  quickly,  and  while,  in 
many  respects,  the  past  twelve  months  have  been  the  most  eventful  in  the 
history  of^ our  lives,  peace  and  harmony  prevail  throughout  this  Jurisdiction. 
The  great  wheel  of  Time,  in  its  ceaseless  onward  move,  has  brought  us 
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together  again,  and  we  should  give  our  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  Giver  of  all 
eood,  that  so  many  of  us  are  permitted  to  meet  at  this,  the  Thirty-seventh 
Annual  Conclave. 

This  is  the  third  time  in  the  history  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennes- 
see that  it  has  had  its  annual  meeting  among  the  hills  and  in  the  pure  air  of 
East  Tennessee,  the  Switzerland  of  America.  I  feel  that  I  can  assure  all  that 
the  members  of  this,  our  youngest  Commandery,  together  with  the  citizens  of 
this  beautiful  little  city  of  Greeneville,  are  proud  to  do  us  honor,  and  we  will 
receive  a  hearty  and  cordial  welcome  while  we  are  their  guests. 

To  me  it  is,  indeed,  a  most  pleasing  and  happy  fact  that  all  the  officers  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee  have  been  spared  during  the  year  that 
has  passed  and  are  with  us  in  the  flesh,  able  to  answer  to  the  roll  call.  It 
now  becomes  my  duty  to  submit  to  you  the  record  of  my  official  acts  for  the 
current  Templar  year  just  past. 

Due  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  Knightly  dead.  Among 
them,  Past  Grand  Prelate,  Rev.  Sir  C.  H.  Strickland,  and  Col.  and  Sir  Wm. 
C.  Smith,  who  fell  at  Ihe  head  of  his  regiment,  the  First  Tennessee  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  "on  the  firing  line  at  Manila,  February  5,  1898."  He  fought 
bravely  through  the  civil  war,  in  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia,  and  demon- 
strated, on  all  occasions,  his  right  to  the  name  of  a  manly  man,  an  Intrepid 
soldier  and  a  pure  patriot — not  one  of  the  sort  who  go  around  quoting  the 
"Declaration  of  Independence'*  and  trying  to  apply  its  beneficent  utterances  to 
a  lot  of  Malay  Pirates  in  the  interest  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  If  it  had  been 
a  hundred  of  such  fellows  as  this,  instead  of  our  departed  brother,  we  should 
not  have  shed  a  tear.  However,  such  Patriots  as  these  are  never  found  on 
the  "firing  line,"  when  the  ammunition  is  any  heavier  than  wind  or  gas. 

He  made  quite  a  long  list  of  "Rulings,"  all  of  them  correct  as  the  laws 
stand.  He  also  reports  an  appeal  from  the  ruling  of  the  Eminent  Commander 
of  Memphis  No.  4,  in  which  the  appellant  states  that  on  a  certain  petition  for 
affiliation,  a  favorable  report  was  sent  in  by  the  special  committee,  and  that 
the  Eminent  Commander  refused  to  consider  It.  before  the  Commandery  or 
to  allow  it  to  be  read— a  clear  case,  on  its  face,  of  misfeasance  In  office  by  the 
Eminent  Commander.  The  Grand  Commander's  answer  to  the  appeal,  how- 
ever, puts  a  new  face  on  the  matter.    We  quote : 

Sir  Milton  H,  Price,  P,  E.  C,  Memphis,  Tenn.: 

Dear  Sir  and  Frater:  Yours  of  January  12  duly  received,  in  which  you  say 
regarding  your  appeal,  that  you  stand  wholly  upon  the  records  of  Memphis 
Commandery.  Un  the  gth  of  December  I  wrote  to  Sir  J.  J.  Weller,  Recorder 
of  Memphis  Commandary,  No.  4,  to  send  me  the  original  petition  of  Sir  Fred 
Scheibler,  which  you  state  in  your  appeal  was  presented  at  the  May  Conclave 
and  referred  to  a  committee.  On  the  20th  of  December,  1  received  by  regis- 
tered letter,  from  Sir  Weller,  a  blank  petition,  with  report  of  committee 
attached,  the  face  of  which  does  not  show  the  name  of  the  applicant,  or  any 
name,  or  signature  whatever. 

The  law  Is  very  plain  on  that  point,  it  says :  "No  petition  can  be  received 
unless  signed  by  the  applicant  in  person,  giving  his  full  name,  etc.;  also  that 
ejch  petition  must  be  signed  by  two  vouchers  and  recom menders." 

I  cannot  see  why  the  Recorder  of  No.  4  should  have  placed  on  record,  or  a 
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committee  have  taken  action  upon,  the  blank  petition  I  have  before  me.  They 
no  doubt  expected  it  to  be  signed  and  filled  out  before  It  would  be  brought 
before  the  Commandery  for  action,  and  what  they  did  was  evidently  based 
upon  that  supposition,  i  The  records  read  that  the  petition  of  Sir  Fred  Scheib- 
ler  for  affiliation  was  presented  at  the  May  Conclave,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  etc,  and  upon  these  records  you  base  your  appeal  to  me. 

In  justice  to  myself,  and  with  due  regard  to  yourself  and  the  select  commit- 
tee, I  cannot  sustain  your  appeal.  I  shall  rule  that  Sir  Scheibler's  petition 
was  never  lawfully  presented  to  Memphis  Commandery;  that  it  never  should 
have  been  referred  to  a  committee,  placed  upon  the  records,  or  any  action 
taken  whatever,  until  the  law  had  been  fully  complied  with. 

What  we  don't  understand  is,  why  the  Eminent  Commander  as  a  Chris- 
tian gentleman  and  a  courteous  Templar  did  not  inform  the  appellant  what 
the  matter  really  was.  Probably  some  personal  animosity  between  the  two 
was  at  the  bottom  of  the  trouble. 

Of  the  action  of  the  Grand  Encimpment  on  dependent  membership,  he 
says: 

The  Grand  Encampment  transacted  a  vast  amount  of  business.  The  Con- 
stitution and  Statutes  were  revised  by  Past  Grand  Master  Hopkins,  of  Penn- 
sylvania. New  laws  were  made,  all,  we  presume,  for  the  advancement  and 
good  of  our  noble  Order.  I  have  but  one  to  criticise — Title  55,  Templar  Law, 
Section  i,  viz:  "Hereafter  voluntary  non-affiliation  in  Lodge  or  Chapter  for 
six  months  shall  deprive  a  Knight  Templar  of  his  membership  in  the  Com- 
mandery." This,  I  fear,  will  cause  many  dimitsto  be  applied  for,  as  we  have 
in  our  ranks  so  many  mechanics  who  have  families,  and  who  cannot  afford  to 
pay  the  annual  dues  in  all  three  bodies,  viz:  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Command- 
ery, and  our  Order  will  be  weakend  for  a  time  at  least.  Much  to  my  regret, 
Tennessee's  representative  in  the  roster  of  the  Grand  Encampment  was 
retired,  and  Joseph  A.  Locke,  of  Portland,  Maine,  was  advanced  from  Grand 
Warder  to  that  of  Grand  Junior  Warden,  and  Tennessee's  chance  of  having 
a  Grand  Master  in  this  generation  was  lost. 

While  we  do  not  concur  in  the  fears  expressed,  yet  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  each  Grand  Commandery  should  have  been  allowed  the  privilege,  as  it 
is,  manifestly,  their  right  to  regulate  this  matter  to  suit  themselves.  In  many 
of  the  Commanderies  in  the  large  cities  of  our  country,  especially,  the  fees  for 
the  Orders  are  so  high,  and  to  this  is  added  compulsory  equipment,  that  none 
but  the  rich  and  well-to-do  can  afford  to  connect  themselves  with  the  Order. 
The  thought  intrudes  right  along  here,  that  possibly  the  animus  of  all  such 
legislation  and  rules,  is  a  wish  to  exclude,  as  far  as  possible,  the  poor  from 
the  benefits  of  membership,  thus  creating  in  an  institution  founded  .npon  the 
religion  of  the  Son  of  Man,  who  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head,  an  aristocracy 
of  wealth,  the  most  contemptible  of  all  forms  of  exclusiveness. 

We  share  in  our  brother's  regret  that  the  Tennessee  aspirant  to  the  Grand 
Mastership  was  left  by  the  wayside.  This  fact,  however,  does  not  lower  our 
respect  for  the  victim,  but  the  contrary- 1 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  of  local  interest.  Grand  Recorder  Foster, 
in  his  report,  gives  a  full  account  of  the  honors  paid  the  remains  of  Col.  and 
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Sir  Knight  Smith  by  the  Californiahs,  on  their  arrival  in  San  Francisco, 
which  were  honorable  both  to  the  hearts  that  prompted  and  the  hands  that 
performed  them. 

In  tlie  matters  financial,  our  Tennessee  brethren  still  continue  to  run  along 
with  us.  Their  receipts  are  larger  but  their  "balance  on  hand"  remains  at 
low  water  mark.  However,  "Man  wants  but  little  here  below,  nor  wants 
that  little  long." 

The  report  of  the  '^Official  yisitor*'*  is  an  Interesting  document,  showing,  as 
it  does,  the  condition  of  nearly  all  the  Commanderies,  as  regards  interest, 
manifested  by  attendance  and  attention  to  the  ritual  in  the  matter  of  opening 
and  conferring  the  Orders.  In  most  of  them  the  attendance  is  small,  the  gen- 
eral average  not  exceeding  a  dozen.  One,  having  a  membership  of  fifty-two, 
has  but  three  members  living  within  three  miles  of  the  Asylum,  showed  an 
attendance,  at  inspection,  of  fifteen.  Five  Conclaves  had  been  held  up  to 
date  of  visit,  at  which  the  average  attendance  was  fourteen,  some  of  them 
riding  twelve  miles.  We  commend  the  example  set  by  these  zealous  breth- 
ren to  those  drones  in  the  hive  who  will  not  walk  half  a  dozen  squares  in 
fulfillment  of  an  obligation,  most  solemnly  assumed,  and  from  the  require- 
ments of  which  only  sickness,  imprisonment,  or  W\t  unavoidable  avocations  of 
life  constitute  a  release.  However,  a  man  who  will  perjure  himself  in  one 
direction  will  not  do  to  trust  in  anything.  Some  of  the  Commanderies  are  in 
excellent  condition,  while  others  are  in  a  comatose  state,  like  most  of  ours. 

Under thr  heading  "Interlude,"  we  find  a  Templar  hymn,  native  and  to  the 
manor  born,  the  progeny  of  a  local  Sir  Knight,  which  compares  favorably 
with  some  of  Tennyson's  celebrated  deliverances,  but  is  a  trifle  "off  color" 
alongside  of  Whittiei*,  Longfellow,  or  Chas.  Wesley. 

Total  membership  1,095— a  K^in  of  104. 

One  hundred  and  five  pages  of  the  pamphlet  are  occupied  by  an  admirable 
report  on  Correspondence,  the  author  of  which  is,  as  usual.  Grand  Secretary 
Foster.     He  opens  as  follows ; 

We  have  been  admonished,  and  the  burden  of  the  message  was,  "be  brief." 
Now,  if  there  is  any  one  thing  we  feel  fully  qualified  to  do,  it  is  to  be  brief. 
We  were  born  brief,  and  brevity  has  been  one  of  our  peculiar  distinguishing 
characteristics  ever  since.  We  feel  quite  confident  of  entire  success  in  our 
effort  to  obey  the  gentle  hint  which  we  have  written  in  large  caps  and  sus- 
pended over  our  table. 

Therefore,  if  we  fail  in  this  report  to  "air  our  views,"  as  some  of  our 
former  passages  have  been  dubbed  by  one  kind  critic ;  if  we  take  less  space 
than  usual  in  reporting  the  work  of  some  of  the  brilliant  lights  of  the  Order, 
:md  intelling  our  Brethren  how  much  we  admire  it ;  and  if  we  utterly  neglect 
to  say  anything  smart  ourselves,  let  no  rash  Knight  imagine  we  fcouldn  t  if 
we  tried. 

Now,  if  Brother  Foster  calls  105  pages  a  "brief"  report,  what,  in  his  opin- 
ion, would  constitute  a  long  one?  Forty-five  Templar  Grands  are  carefully 
and  brilliantly  digested  in  this  report,  Mississippi  for  1898  coming  in  for  her 
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full  share  of  flattering  attention.    We  commend  his  opening  of  his  review  of 
our  pamphlet,  to  whom  it  may  concern : 

Just  ten  months  after  the  close  of  this  Annual  Conclave — that  is  to  say,  on 
the  loth  of  December,  we  received  the  printed  proceedings.  This  leisurely 
method  has  its  advantages,  but  it  would  seem  that  the  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies  should  be  given  somewhat  earlier  information  of  the  decrees  of  the 
governing  Grand  Body.  Doubtless  the  delay  was  due  to  several  causes  and 
was  unavoidable.  The  threatened  advent  of  yellow  fever  and  the  vigorous 
measures  required  to  prevent  its  becoming  epidemic,  was  perhaps  not  the 
least,  and  our  brothers  of  Mississippi  have  our  sympathy  and  our  congratula- 
tions that  they  won  the  fight. 

The  volume  is  none  the  less  interesting  when  received^  and  is  embellished 
with  two  valuable  portraits — Right  Eminent  Sir  James  T.  Harrison,  Grand 
Commander,  1897-08,  and  Right  Eminent  Sir  William  H.  Stevens,  the  first 
Grand  Commander,  elected  in  1857,  who  died  in  1866. 

We  are  not  disposed  to  be  captluus  or  unreasonable,  but  this  sort  of  thing 
ought  to  stop. 

Our  good  brother's  attention  to  Mississippi  is  very  full  and  fraternal.  All 
that  he  says  of  this  committee  is  highly  appreciated. 

There  are  a  thousand  good  things  in  this  report,  but  as  we  have  already 
devoted  much  space  to  Tennessee,  we  will  close  by  clipping  his  "closing," 
which  elucidates  some  things:. 

Anything  added  to  this  report  in  the  way  of  concluding  remarks  is  not  at 
all  necessary.  It  is  entirely  too  long  already.  And  that  reminds  us  of  some 
ill  advised  remarks  we  made  at  the  beginning  to  which  we  do  not  care  to 
allude.  In  fact,  we  do  not  think  we  said  anything  of  the  sort ;  and  if  we  did, 
it  was  through  ignorance,  and  we  now  express  our  candid  opinion  that  it  can't 
be  done,  until  the  forty-odd  Grand  Bodies  quit  publishing  such  Interesting 
books.  It  is  all  their  fault ;  and  so,  without  making  any  further  fuss  about 
it,  we  cheerfully  accept  everybody's  apology,  and  pray  that  the  blessing  of 
God  may  rest  upon  all  true  Knights  wherever  dispersed. 

R.'.E.'.Sir  Jno.  Kane  Currier  is  Grand  Commander.  Sir  Jno.  Berry  Gar- 
r.ett.  Grand  Recorder.  (Brother  Foster  refused  a  re-election,  and  his  succes- 
sor will  find  it  hard  to  fill  his  place.) 


TEXAS— 1899. 

The  Forty-sixth  Annual  conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Fort  Worth,  April 
12.  Present,  R.'.E.'.Sir  A.  A.  Johnson,  Grand  Commander;  E.'.Sir  J.  C. 
KIdd,  Grand  Recorder,  the  balance  of  the  **staff,"  save  the  Grand  Warder, 
seven  Past  Grand  Commanders,  fifteen  Grand  Representatives  (not  including 
ours,)  aed  delegates  from  twenty-three  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  quite  long,  covering  twenty-seven 
pages,  and  is  a  careful  resume  of  his  administration.  He  says,  in  his  opening, 
that  the  year  had  been  fraught  with  nothing  particularly  remarkable,  consid- 
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ering  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  country  incident  to  the  war  with  Spain, 
and  that  the  order  in  that  jurisdiction  about  held  its  own  and  is  fairly  prosper- 
ous. Appropriate  mention  is  made  of  the  Knightly  dead.  Quite  a  general 
inspection  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  was  made  by  what  they  entitle 
"Grand  Visitors/*  being  Sir  Knights  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

His  decisions  are  mainly  correct,  but  the  language,  In  some  instances,  con- 
tained in  tne  questions,  is  somewhat  below  the  standard  of  Lindlay  Murray. 
He  allowed  six  of  his  Subordinates  to  display  their  piety  and  good  clothes  on 
"Ascension  Day,"  and  one  of  them  **to  assist  in  decorating  soldiers^  graves 
at  Corsicana."    Comment  would  be  superfluous. 

He  appointed  a  lot  of  Grand  Representatives,  but  none  to  Mississippi,  nor 
have  we  a  minister  at  that  court  at  this  writing. 

He  asked  Grand  Master  Lloyd  if  any  action  by  the  State  Grand  Com- 
manderies touching  Templar  intercourse  with  those  of  the  obedience  of  tho 
State  of  Washington  was  necessary  after  the  severance  of  Masonic  intercourse 
with  that  State  had  been  declared  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  which  the  Grand 
Master  replied  as  follows : 

Dear  Sir  and  Frater : — Yours  of  December  30,  1898,  received.  The  action 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  F.  &  A,  M.  of  Washington  will  no  doubt  cause  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  in  our  Order.  There  being  no  Grand  Central  Body  for  the 
Blue  Lodge  Masonry,  of  course  the  Grand  Lodge  of  each  jurisdiction,  within 
its  jurisdiction,  is  supreme,  and  has  the  absolute  right  to  determine,  so  far  as 
its  jurisdiction  is  concerned,  who  are  and  who  are  not  regular  Blue  Lodge 
Mastms,  and  interdict  communication  between  the  Blue  Lodge  Masons  of  its 
jurisdiction  and  the  Blue  Lodge  Masons  of  any  other  jurisdiction  whom  it  may 
adjudge  and  determine  to  be  irregular.  This  being  the  case,  of  course  every 
Master  Mason  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Texas  must  obey  the  mandate  of  its 
Grand  Lodge ;  and  as  long  as  we  recognize  the  Royal  Arch  and  the  Blue 
Lodge  in  our  Order,  so  long  will  we  be  bound  to  obey  the  regulations  of  the 
several  jurisdictions  over  Blue  Lodge  Masonry,  when  we  are  within  the 
boundary  of  the  jurisdiction.  1  take  it,  therefore,  that  neither  the  Encamp- 
ment nor  the  Grand  Commandery  can  make  any  rules  in  conflict  with  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  the  action  of  either  of  the  latter  bodies  would  not  be  nec- 
essary in  this  matter.  For  the  Tegiplars  of  Texas,  while  in  Texas  at  least, 
can  only  recognize  as  regular  Blue  Lodge  Masons  those  who  are  recognized 
by  their  Grand  Lodge.  This  is  my  present  opinion.  1  am  looking  into  the 
matter,  and  will  write  you  further  hereafter. 

Courteously  vours, 

R.  H.  LLOYD,  G.  M. 

In  all  of  which  we  concur,  of  course. 

The  Grand  Commander  closes  in  the  following  rather  unique  style : 

In  conclusion,  Sir  Knights,  permit  me  to  say  that  1  do  not  present  the  usual 
stereotyped  apology  for  the  shortcomings  of  my  administration.  1  have  not 
oft'icially  visited  a  Commandery  in  this  jurisdiction,  nor  was  it  my  intention 
to  do  so,  but  appointed  those  whom  I  expected  would  do  this  work,  and  how 
well  they  have  executed  the  trusts,  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  my  report.  I 
have  no  one  to  single  out,  and  to  make  personal  mention  of,  as  having  excel- 
led the  other.     The  Cjrand  Recorder  has  done  his  duty,  and  been  prompt  in 
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his  correspondence  with  this  office,  but  I  do  not  say  that  he  is  to  be  especially 
thanked  for  having  efficiently  performed  the  duties  Incumbent  upon  him.  I 
wish  to  thank  one  and  all  for  their  assistance. 

The  proceedings  were  of  local  interest.  Grand  Recorder's  report  shows 
receipts  to  have  been  $1,984.90,  and  Grand  Treasurer  paid  out  $3,)  19. 11.  He 
says: 

Your  Grand  Treasurer  respectfully  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  for  the 
past  two  years  or  more  the  annual  current  expenses  and  fund  set  apart  for 
Triennial  Headquarters,  has  exceeded  the  revenue^. 

Last  year  there  was  no  appropriation  for  the  Masonic  Widou  s'  and  Or- 
phans' Home,  and  yet  the  appropriations  and  necessary  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  exceeded  the  receipts  by  about  fzoo. 

Fortunately,  the  expenses  of  the  Triennial  did  not  exhaust  the  $1,500  ap- 
propriation, and  by  direction  of  the  Grand  Commander,  the  unexpended  bal- 
ance, amounting  to  5670.80,  was  carried  to  the  general  fund,  and  made  It 
piissible  to  pay  some  appropriations  that  would  have  had  to  exist  until  after 
the  first  of  the  pre^ent  year. 

It  strikes  us  as  being  "bad  form"  to  all-  w  the  appropriation  for  the  **Home" 
to  lapse,  and  then  spend  $800  going  to  a  show  I  However,  it  is  not  our.  bus- 
iness to  interfere. 

We  fail  to  rind  any  minute  of  the  payment  of  the  writer  of  Correspondence 
Report.  If  he  does  the  worK  for  glory,  he  likes  to  work  for  a  small  salar>' 
better  than  we  do.  It  also  occurs  to  us  that  the  money  spent  for  Jewels  and 
Triennial  Shows  would  be  better  employed  in  paying  this  faithful  servant  for 
his  excellent  wv>rk. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


jf.  This  repi>rt  is  signed  bv  Brothers  Elgin  and  Rounsavall,  but,  we  presume, 

1  is  the  work  of  the  ft»rmer,  to  a  large  extent,  although  Brother  R.  took  a  part 

,  of  the  work  on  himself.     The  proceedings  of  forty- four  Templar  Grands  are 

fi  carefully  digested  in  a  document  of  sixty-three  pages,  Mississippi  not  included, 

4  whv,  we  do  not  know.     As  it  takes  about  nine  months  to  get  our  pamphlet 

1  through  the  press,  he  probably  failed   to  receive   it  until   the  conclave  was 

ancient  histor\\  and.  of  course,  out  of  dat^. 

Under  Nebraska,  which  was  reviewed  by  Brother  R.,  we  rind  this  remarka- 
ble cril.cism  of  the  orthography  of  v>ur  Ne.^ra>ka  >r?t"aren  : 

\V:?h.>at  any  >p:rit  of  criticism  we  will  s:iy  that  two  things  attract  our 
attenv.or.  in  the  prtveedings: 

F  rs:  —  The  term  detail  instejd  M  c^nirnittee.  It  Is  more  m!!itir\-  in  its  us*, 
and  t'.ieret  Te  probabiv  more  appr-Triale. 

Secv^r.d— The  u>e  K*i  tne  letter  Z  mstead  of  the  letter  S  m  such  words  as 
•v.i. /ST.  ajiho-ze.  or.:a'r.'at:.^n.  Tne  fre^iiencv  oi  tne  u-^e  indicates  that  it 
was  :i  •:  the  res..:ir  o!  accident,  carelessness  in  spelling  or  the  negligence  of  the 
p'  -vV-reader.  T::e  !e:ier  Z  we  are  aware  is  v^nsv  a  \vv.i  S.  We  ^re  told  also 
t:^.  It  :t  was  the  last  ie:ie'  to  riiid  its  way  into  the  En^iiisn  alp'ru-^et,  and  prob- 
t?iV  h.id  r.o  right  t.»  come,  and  the  Sir  Knuhtv  of  Nebraska,  in  tirs  instance, 
i<  in  al.  others,  are  to"  tne  right,  regirdless  »f  an\  custom  allowed  by  Wor- 
ce-*:er  -t  Webster.  Bvit  we  WvKild  like  to  n  i\e  int.»rniation.  and  request  Sir 
W  ;.  1-"  R.  B-'Wen.  1  ir  oid  Recorder,  to  expSa'ii. 
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Now,  if  we  are  in  order,  we  would  like  to  inquire  how  Brother  R.  proposes 
to  spell  the  three  words  he  names?  We  have  just  examined  Webster's  Una- 
bridged and  found,  as  we  expected,  that  the  old  man  has  fallen  into  the  same 
errorC?)  as  the  Nebraskans,  and  lugs  in  the  **Z"  in  all  three  words  I  Strange 
it  is  that  he  should  have  made  the  mistake,  but  the  fact  remains!  We  sug- 
gest that  Brother  R.  publish  a  spelling  book  for  the  benefit  of  the  rising  gen- 
eration, so  they  will  spell  organization  with  an  "S"!  We  have  lived  in  this 
\vorld  sixty  years  and  have  been  using  "Z"  in  these  words  right  straight 
along,  and  always  under  the  impression  that  we  had  it  right.  However,  it  is 
never  too  late  to  learn . 

We  copy  the  **Cohclusion,**  which  shows  its  paternity: 

We  feel  some  relief  in  drawing  our  report  to  a  close.  It  Is  not  all  that  we 
could  have  wished,  much  of  it  having  been  written  in  a  hurry  when  the  time 
for  its  confpletion  was  so  short  that  we  found  some  interruption  might  occur 
and  prevent  its  completion.  Then  there  have  been  no  mooted  questions  for 
discussion  and  a  report  that  only  details  the  routine  doings  of  the  Command- 
ery  looks  like  a  mere  perfunctory  performance,  and  is  not  sufficiently  interest- 
ing to  be  generally  read. 

fhis  summer  we  propose  to  celebrate  in  a  modest  way  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
Siiry  of  our  initiation  into  the  Masonic  Order.  In  nearly  all  of  that  time  we 
have  been  an  active  member  in  some  branch,  and  scarcely  a  year  has  passed 
that  we  have  not  filled  some  office  In  a  Masonic  Body.  We  have  never  sought 
an  office  and  have  often  filled  them  when  we  wished  they  had  been  bestowed 
on.some  one  else.  We  have  filled  our  present  position  of  Correspondent  for 
the  last  ten  years.  Before  that  we  had  filled  the  same  position  in  the  Grand 
Chapter  for  several  years.  We  feel  that  it  is  about  time  that  a  younger,  more 
vigorous  and  ambitious  member  should  take  the  pJace.  And  yet  we  hate  to  part 
with  our  contemporaries — the  members  of  the  Guild,  with  whom  we  have  cor- 
responded and  often  met  in  the  arena,  although  we  have  seen  but  few  in  per- 
son. We  wish  to  meet  them  all  again  next  year,  and  begging  pardon  for 
these  personal  remarks,  which,  we  hope,  are  not  inspired  by  egotism,  wishing 
one  and  all  a  pleasant,  prosperous  and  healthful  year,  we  say  * 'Good-bye." 

We  are  glad  our  good  Brother  Elgin  was  re-appointed.  The  report,  as  a 
whole,  is  able  and  exhaustive,  except  Brother  R.*s  orthographic  critique  of 
Nebraska. 

R.'.E.'.Sir  P.  T.  Morey  is  Grind  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondent same  as  before. 


WISCONSIN— 1899. 

The  Forty-first  Annual  conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  Octo- 
ber fo.  Present:  R.'.E.'.Theo.  W.  Goldin,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  John 
W.  Laflin,  Grand  Recorder,  all  the  balance  of  the  staff,  seven  Past  Grand 
Commanders,  other  permanent  members,  twenty  Grand  Representatives, 
including  Brother  Griffin  for  Mississippi,  and  Representatives  from  twenty- 
seven  chartered  Commanderies  and  one  U.  D. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  good  one,  but  is  mostly  devoted  to 
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matters  of  local  interest.  Eloquent  tribute  is  paid  to  the  courteous  dead,  both 
of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdictions.  Fifty  Templars  of  Wisconsin  crossed  the 
"River  of  Death''  during  the  year,  "the  largest  death  returns  ever  made  to 
this  Grand  Commandery."  Several  pages  are  occupied  by  a  discussion  of 
the  best  plan  for  successful  Annual  Inspiections,  which  does  not  interest  you, 
as  we  are  too  weak  and  poor  to  indulge  in  these  things  elaborately.  He  vis- 
ited every  Command  ery  on  the  rolls.  A- very  unusual  thing  for  a  Grand 
Commander  to  do,  but  none  the  less  commendable.  Regarding  profi- 
ciency of  officers  of  Subordinate  Commanderies  in  the  Ritual,  etc.,  he  recom- 
mends such  laws  as  would  make  the  holding  of  Officers'  schools  for  a  certain 
period — say  three  months — obligatory  on  the  part  of  the  Commanders,  which 
strikes  us  as  a  move  in  the  right  direction. 

His  dispensations  were  all  for  proper  purposes.  His  decisions  were  correct, 
though  unimportant.  • 

We  copy 

A  TEMPLAR  INCIDbNT, 

At  the  annual  inspection  of  Mineral  Point  Commandery,  No.  12.  on  the 
evening  of  March  30,  occurred  an  unusual  incident  in  the  history  of  Templar 
Masonry  in  Wisconsin. 

On  arriving  at  Mineral  Point  in  company  with  our  Grand  Recorder  we  were 
met  by  the  Commander,  Sir  William  Treweek  (since  deceased),  who  informed 
us  that  Companion  James  G.  Monahan,  Grand  Master  of  the  State,  would 
be  present  at  the  evening  session,  prepared  to  receive  the  Order  of  the  Temple, 
and  that  it  was  the  desire  of  Mineral  Point  Commandery  that  the  Order  be 
conferred  by  the  Grand  Commander,  while  to  the  Grand  Recorder  was 
assigned  the  duty  of  communicating  the  Order  of  Malta. 

Both  the  Grand  Recorder  and  myself  sought  to  convince  the  Praters  that 
the  honor  of  conferring  these  Orders  belonged  to  the  Commandery,  and 
should  not  be  delegated,  but  they  refused  to  be  convinced.  Sir  Knight  Tre- 
week contending  it  was  sufficient  honor  to  have  the  Grand  Master  of  the 
State  created  a  Knight  Templar  at  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Commander  in 
their  Asylum. 

In  the  evening  the  officers  of  the  Commandery  were  at  their  best,  their  beau- 
tiful Asylum  was  well  arranged  and  equipped  for  the  work,  and  the  candidate 
appreciated  to  the  fullest  extent  the  beautiful  and  impressive  ceremonies,  so 
that  altogether  the  occasion  was  one  long  to  be  remembered,  not  alone  for  the 
pleasure  experienced,  but  because  of  the  fact  that,  so  far  as  known,  the 
Incident  was  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  history  of  Wisconsin  Masonry. 

The  Grand  Master  ought  not  to  have  been  elected  to  his  office  unt.il  after 
he  had  been  Knighted.  He  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  Finance  commit- 
tee to  pay  our  Brother  Swain  such  compensation  for  his  able  reports  as  Cor- 
respondent, as'would  be  commensurate  with  the  dignity  and  abilitv  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Wisconsin  and  the  high  character  of  the  work  performed. 
The  Financial  Contingent  responded  tn  the  tune  of  a  raise  from  ^^50  to  I75  ! ! 
''Adopted:' 

We  used  to  think  that  it  was  an  honor  to  have  been  born  In  Wisconsin, 
but  we  are  no  longer  proud  of  the  fact. 

The  proceedings  were  local  and  routine,  except  as  above. 
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The  Order  is  in  excellent  shape  as  to  growth,  finances,  etc.  We  like  to 
have  said  "and/)^rso«W,"  but  we  remembered  that  $75  episode,  and  refrained. 

Total  membership,  3,125— a  gain  of  fifty-six.  Now,  if  we  divide  I75  by 
the  aggregate  number,  we  find  that  our  Badger  brethren  are  willing  to  pay  2 
cents  and  4  mills  apiece  for  seventy-eight  pages  of  condensed  sense  and  first- 
class  literature  !  Liberal,  aren't  they?  If  this  sort  ot  extravagance  is  con- 
tinued, the  next  thing  will  be  bankruptcy !  the  assets— cash,  or  its  equivalent 
— being  only  $3,522.70. 

The  immortal  Wm.  C.  Swain  is  the  author  and  editor  of  the  seventy-eight 
pages  referred  to  above,  the  report  being  the  ninth,  I  think,  from  the  same 
distinguished  source.     We  clip  his  "opening  chorus :'' 

For  the  seventeenth  year,  we  appear  before  you  with  our  report.  It  is  not 
what  we  could  wish,  though  we  have  done  our  best.  Owing  to  some  long- 
forgotten  sin  of  some  of  our  ancestors — possibly  of  our  own — we  have  not 
enjoyed  our  usual  state  of  rugged  health,  and  the  work  has  been  done  under 
difficulties.  We  are,  however,  thankful  for  this  doctrine  of  heredity,  which 
enables  us  to  ascribe  all  troubles  to  past  generations,  instead  of  being  obliged 
to  come  ogt  frankly  ^nd  say  it  is  our  own  sins  we  are  suffering  for.  We  are, 
however,  sufficiently  on  the  up  grade  not  to  be  compelled  to  ask  for  sympathy. 

We  are  glad  our  Brother  William  was  not  sick  enough  to  require  sympathy 
and  hope  that  the  advent  of  the  last  year  of  the  nineteenth  century  found  him 
well  and  happy.     We  find  this  under  Arizona  : 

Brother  Belden's  report  is  short  and  spicy,  as  well  as  able.  We  wish  it 
were  longer.  •  In  reference  to  Brother  DeLap,  we  can  assure  Belden,  after  six- 
teen vears'  experience,  that  his  bark  is  worse  than  his  bite,  and  that  he  has  a 
great  big  heart  inside  his  dyspeptic  body,  which  frequently  shows  itself  in  his 
reports. 

Brother  Belden's  somewhat  labored  and  very  lame  defense  of  wine-bibbling, 
to  which  Brother  Swain  refers  above,  "won't  wash"- is,  in  fact,  puerile. 
Under  Kansas  this : 

He  asks  us  to  explain  what  is  the  "plain  Masonic  way  of  voting."  As  he 
gives  it — the  raising  the  hand— we  do  not  need  to  explain.  As  the  girl  very 
lucidly  explained  it,  "It  isn't  the  mouse  we  are  afraid;  \X  \s  t\\t  idea  of  the 
mouse. *^  It  isn't  the  method  of  voting  we  object  to ;  it  is  the  phraseology— the 
*'extend  the  sword  arm,"  "extend  the  bridle  arm"— addressed  to  many  who 
probably  wouldn't  know  which  side  of  a  horse  to  mount. 

Correct. 

Brother  William's  attention  to  Mississippi  is  pleasant  and  brotherly. 
Regarding  Law  report,  he  says : 

We  do  not  agree.  If  a  brother  has  a  right  to  cast  away  his  vote,  what  right 
has  anybody  to  go  and  dig  it  up  and  count  it?  If  fourteen  blanks  ruled  thir- 
teen votes,  how  can  he  say  there  was  no  election  ?  By  that  reasoning,  blank 
was  elected,  and  it  must  be  so  declared.  In  other  words,  it  amounted  to  a  delib- 
erate declaration  that  the  office  in  question  should  not  be  filled.  How  do  you 
like  that  view  of  the  dilemma,  Brother  Speed  ? 

We  turn  the  conundrum  over  to  Fred. 
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He  w  ades  into  this  committee  as  follows  : 

Brother  DeLap  gives  his  eighteenth  report  on  Correspondence,  which,  he 
s:iys,  while  not  remarkably  good,  is  not  nearly  as  had  as  it  might  be.  We 
are  glad  to  hear  it,  because  we  strike  some  bad  things  at  the  start,  under  Ari- 
zona. He  makes  an  occasion  to  get  in  politics  in  the  most  rabid  form, 
while  deprecating  politics  in  Masonic  Bodies. 

We  never  would  say  a  word  about  politics  if  you  fellows  did  not  begin  it, 
by  implication,  or  otherwise.  We  will  bet  lo  cents  that  Brother  Swain  has 
classed  us  with  the  wTong  side  in  the  pending  presidential  election.  If  spared 
lo  \  ote  at  all,  it  won't  be  tor  any  man  that  is  in  favor  of  haulding  down  "Old 
Glory''  where  American  valor  has  planted  it.    We  are  no  traitor. 

He  then  quv>te>  our  remarks  about  the  Arizona  tanglefoot,  and  comments 

thusly : 

With  this  specimen,  and  with  our  assertion  that  he  has  no  moral  right  to 
charge  intoxication  in  this  and  other  cases  where  wine  is  used,  we  close  the 
subject,  especially  as  DeLap  dv>es  j^et  in  considerable  e:iH»d  sense  on  subjects 
with  which  he  is  acv^uainted,  and  makes  us  heartilv  \\  ish  that  he  would 
study  the  questions  of  temperance  and  Christ'an  charity,  so  that  he  can  talk 
inteliiijeinly  aN^ut  I'nem. 

We  have  studied  K^tt  subjects,  but  under  a  dirferent  teacher,  possibly,  from 
v.Hir  gv'iKl  brother.  We  have  sufticient  c!iarity  to  make  us  ver\-  gentle  in  our 
reelings  towards  the  sla\es  of  drink,  w  hile  our  temperance  principles  make  us 
Uvithe  and  abhor  the  u^  of  intoxicants,  except  as  medicine.  Never  took  a 
Jrink  in  mv  !::e  :  hence,  h  ive  a  perfect  right  to  be  a  prohibitionist,  if  I  choose, 
which  I  do  not.  You  can't  legislate  men  into  so>riety  any  more  than  you 
cm  le^s^ate  them  into  heaven.  Adam  never  would  have  touched  the  apple 
h^  :i?ere  ?een  no  Llw  .lijamst  it,  and  the  race  is  just  as  contrary  now  a^  its 
r\'ur>x!cr  was  in  the  Cirden.  Lead  men  in  t!ie  wa\  of  righteousness,  but  don't 
rrv  tv^  d^v?^  rheni.     You  can't  d.^  it. 

Heck^>es  his  atten'jon  t'>  us  in  these: 

We  c^-^^i.ie  w  :h  h  t:  that  he  is  unabie  ti>  take  rle/.sure  or  comfoi  in  wear- 
ing a  Vi.  A.  R.  0-  Co-^-'^e'aie  ruttoru  It  he  vouid.  he  w.^ulJ  understand  that 
\^e  -i-e  r.'>:  "re-Tt::-.:..:-^^  "he  T'e"::vV\  of  r'atric.dal  str  re,"  etc..  but  are  fra- 
terr  -•  *i:,  .r  ,:.  i>- :h  r  ..e  .i-.J  jir.iv,  e;  vvinc  our  rer.iniscences.  When  Gen. 
jo-h:-  S-  ^i;-u.  n  eviurrs  n  :^e  N  >rih.  his  •!^.>st  en:p.j.>  a>::c  ind  c«»rdial  audi- 
ex^.re:''  >^  a  ^    w^fir  the  G.  A.  R.    buttons.     Put  ope  o  i,    DeLap.  and 

^r-  i-'  N     c  .^e^  .^  "!  i:  wtf  hj.\e  wtten.  we  are  a"jid  ^ve   have  picked  out 
lii  :^sf  ^.c  :-   •c:>  •::  :'^e  rer*:^.  ard  o:!' ::c\i  the  jj  ••■vl  ones,  bet  will   make 
— c-^cs  r.  re.  <r  .^   .^r  iS^xj  rx-.vee-c  ?\c>^  w:  xh  we  a-e  exrect:-^;^  d^riy. 

'A  "it  i«:  ::"e  G.  A.  R.  •cic-^s  do  a*:er  Gen.  Gord  n  -^^tu-ns  h  rrie!  Ans,: 
r^;f\  r.LSS -^s;.  j:.';^s  Jev.,i--'i  :h,;:  he  ard  ali  other  Co:'rde-ate>  ou-^ni  to 
>;  "_'i.  t:c.  r^c-e  >  .::s  or  h\r«v-:sv  :  i  ti^is  w  ^-id.  a- d  thr'e  are  lots  of 
jL  ei'::C  .:;:t--t-s.  :-^  >;:'"  sd^,  aTvO  **>'ess\v^:n  thc^i-  Tt^cths,  w":  ie  they  curse 
-v.^  c^-:?^  ^Aj-c.-'*  ExvU^^  LS.  W-:^.  we  r^erer  :•  wctr  a  'Shrine'* 
r.r.    •>     O*-'  ?'';v::"ef's  'er*;,":  .".eeds  r  »  ar*".  ^^>.     It  is  r>J, 

."^-  -f-'.L.  A.  ?<r*-  c  s  i.»:a:'d  Cc-t:-".'.7  je'.  •  i-.i  d  R:^.o'je-  arsi  Corres- 
rvrrce-*:  i>  >:"■  '"^r- 
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WEST  VIRGINIA-1899. 

The  Twenty-fifth  Annual  assembled  at  the  city  of  Huntington,  May  lo. 
There  were  present:  R.'.E.'.Sir  John  A.  Zorn,  Grand  Commander;  E.'.Sir 
Robt.  C.  Duniiington,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  balance  of  the  staff  except 
Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard,  seven  Past  Grand  Commanders,  quite  a  num- 
ber of  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  and  delegates  from  twelve  Subordinate 
Oommanderies. 

The  address  is  a  business  do:ument,  well  written,  but  dealing  mostly  in 
matters  of  local  interest.  Appropriate  tribute  Is  paid  to  the  Knightly  dead, 
both  of  his  own  and  sister  Jurisdictions.  One  Commandery,  No.  12,  was 
constituted  and  set  going  under  flattering  circumstances  and  environments. 
He  visited  twelve  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  and  had  a  good  time  at 
each.     They  indulge,  in  that  bailiwick,  in  the  luxury  of  an  Inspector  General. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  of  local  interest.  Grand  Treasurer 
reported  a  balance  £?««?//;>«  of  $16,  which  is  a  trifle  worse  than  our  financial 
status.  Grand  Recorder  reports  a  total  membership  of  1,109 — ^  g^'n  o^  sev- 
enty-one, due  no  doubt  largely  to  the  fact  of  Its  being  Triennial  year,  as  all 
the  C}rand  Commander's  dispensations  but  one  were  granted  to  allow  rush 
"v^'ork.  Fifteen  Grand  Representatives  were  present,  but  none  from  Missis- 
sippi. We  do  not  seem  to  have  one  at  that  court.  A  portrait  of  the  present 
Grand  Commander  makes  an  elegant  frontispiece  to  the  pamphlet.  The  usual 
resolutions  of  "thanks,"  including  one  to  Brother  Van  Winkle  "for  his 
promptness  in  filing  his  report  on  Correspondence,"  were  adopted;  the  stand- 
ing committees  were  appointed,  and  the  session  came  to  an  end. 

One  hundred  and  sixteen  pages,  considerably  more  than  half  the  book,  are 

taken  up  by  an  excellent,  full,  and  able  report  on  Correspondence,  in  which 

the  doings  of  forty-five  Templar  Legislatures  are  carefully,  courteously,  and 

pleasantly  reviewed  by  our  good  brother,  W.  W.  Van  Winkle— Mississippi 

for  1898  getting  three  pages  of  appreciated  attention.     He  seems  to  be  **truly 

loyal"  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  as  the  following,  which  we  find  under 

Arkansas,  attests : 

We  do  not  agree  with  his  suggestion  that  there  is  no  authentic  Ritual  estab- 
lishing a  form  for  opening  and  closing  a  Grand  Commandery.  The  Ritual 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  is  applicable  alike 
to  Grand  and  Subordinate  Commanderies,  Why  should  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery use  a  form  different  from  Commanderies  in  its  Jurisdiction,  when 
both  it  and  its  constituent  bodies  are  tributary  to  the  same  sovereign  body? 
It  is  not  in  our  view  competent  for  a  Grand  Commandery,  any  more  than  it 
is  the  right  of  a  Commandery,  to  alter  or  abridge  the  Rituals  as  promulgated 
by  the  Grand  Encampment,  except  by  the  action  of  that  bodv.  We  await 
the  report  of  the  special  committee  having  this  reference  In  charge. 

We  are  not  disposed  to  find  fault  with  our  brother  in  this  case,  because  this 
is  one  of  thr*  very  few  places  where  there  is  a  semblance  of  propriety  in  the 
regulation  of  the  domestic  economy  of  the  State  Subordinate  Commanderies. 
The  Ritual  should  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States,  and  it  is  the  legit- 
imate province  of  the  Central  Body  to  see  that  It  is  so. 
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His  review  of  Mississippi  is  full  and  fraternal.  He  says  of  our  "Jim's'' 
address  that  it  is  "a  well  written,  business  document,  and  succinctly  presents 
a  record  of  his  official  acts,  with  no  padding.''  His  attention  to  our  report  is 
quite  flattering,  and  might  upset  us  but  for  the  strength  and  balance  of  our 
"giant  mind."  At  all  events  we  are  obliged  to  our  brother  for  his  kindly 
words  and  gratified  by  his  endorsement  of  some  of  our  deliverances.  We 
clip  the  following  : 

His  compliment  to  our  first  effort  is  certainly  generous,  but  were  you  not, 
dear  Frater,  too  generous?  We  acknowledge  the  apparent  discrimination  in 
space,  and  admit  we  "love  Hannah  more,"  not  a  Canadian  but  a  good  Amer- 
ican, on  your  side  in  the  sixties.  You  struck  very  near  home  in  that  expres- 
sion. We  are  Dutch  as  the  Dutch,  and  must  protest  that  we  are  far  from 
being  an  Anglo-maniac.  We  offer  apology  for  our  offense,  and  hope  our  lib- 
eral allowance  to  Mississippi  this  time  will  heal  the  sore. 

For  the  purpose  of  saying  that  whether  we  were  "too  generous"  or  not,  we 
were  perfectly  just  in  complimenting  our  brother  on  the  excellence  of  his 
work.  We  accept  his  apology  for  devoting  more  space  to  the  Canucks  last 
year  than  he  did  to  us.  He  has  more  than  made  amends  this  year.  There 
are  lots  of  good  things  in  this  report  which  we  would  like  to  appropriate,  but 
lack  of  time  and  space  forbid. 

R.'.E.'.Sir  Geo.  DeBolt  is  Grand  Commander.  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondent continued. 


WYOMING— 1899. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  conclave  was  held  at  the  city  of  Cheyenne,  April  12. 
There  were  present :  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Jethro  T.  Holliday  as  Grand  Commander; 
Sir  Jno.  C.  Baird,  Grand  Recorder;  three  Past  Grand  Commanders  and  two 
Past  Commanders,  and  Representatives  from  two  Subordinate  Command- 
eries.  The  Credentials  Committee  reported  a  "wash  out"  on  the  Union 
Pacific  railroad  by  which  the  Officers  and  Representatives  from  several  of  the 
Subordinate  Commanderies  were  delayed  on  trains  bound  to  Cheyenne. 
Among  these  we  presume  was  the  Grand  Commander,  as  the  Grand  Recorder 
read  his  address.  The  Grand  Commander  having  removed  from  the  state, 
the  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Samuel  Dickey,  assumed  the  office  on 
June  12. 

The  address  is  very  brief  and  confined  to  local  matters  He  reports  the 
Order  in  a  healthy  and  flourishing  condition  in  that  bailiwick.  Notes  the 
decease  of  the  distinguished  Templar  dead,  reports  two  dispensations,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  batch  of  Grand  Representatives.  Has  a  word  to  say  anent 
the  Pittsburg  show  and  Easter  Services  and  closes.  Having  but  little  to  say, 
he  wasted  no  words  in  saying  it. 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  the  finances  to  be  in  a  healthy  state. 
We  find  nothing  in  the  minutes  of  special  interest.    Grand  Recorder  Baird 
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presented  the  correspondence  report,  which  carefully  and  courteously  considers 
the  transactions  of  forty-three  Templar  Grands,  ours  for  '98  among  the  rest. 
Our  good  Brother  Baird  gets  up  one  of  the  best  reports  that  come  our  way, 
and  much  useful  information  in^ood  sense  and  enjoyment  may  be  found  in 
its  perusal.  Brother  Baird*s  atttention  to  Mississippi  is  full  and  fraternal  and, 
of  course,  pleasant.  He  characterizes  Brother  Ebenezer  Thomson's  sermon 
as  "eloquent"  and  says  some  flattering  things  of  your  committee,  which  are 
appreciated.  We  clip  his  conclusion  in  full,  with  the  simple  remark  that 
some  people  are  entirely  too  touchy  and  too  much  disposed  to  hunt  up  a  cause 
for  quarreling.  We  find  nothing  in  Brother  Baird's  review  of  Virginia  that 
should  wound  the  sensibilities  of  even  the  immediate  family  of  President 
Davis,  hence  can  see  no  good  reason  for  any  one  else  getting  disgruntled 
about  it. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  action  of  the  Grand  Encampment  in  settling  several  hitherto  unsettled 
questions  has  narrowed  the  margin  for  discussion  on  the  part  of  the  Corres- 
pondents— at  least  as  to  what  action  the  Grand  Encampment  ought  to  take 
on  certain  questions.  Perhaps  suggestions  Vill  now  be  made  as  to  how  the 
Code  of  Statutes  should  be  amended.  There  will  have  to  be  some  questions 
for  discussion,  or  the  pencil  pushers  will  find  themselves  without  a  general 
cause  for  a  peaceful  war.     Absolute  unanimity  would  be  simply  appalling. 

PERSONAL — Our  remarks  in  reviewing  Virginia  for  i8g6  have  unfortu" 
•nately  been  the  subject  of  some  misconception,  and  we  have  been  misunder" 
stood  with  relation  thereto.  Tlie  event  was  a  parade  on  the  part  of  St* 
Andrews  Commandery,  escorting  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  to  the  laying 
of  ihe  corner  stone  of  the  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Jefferson 
t)avis.  Our  comment  was  simply  that  the  dispensation  was  **somewhat 
peculiar."  We  neither  criticised  nor  condemned  it.  The  point  of  our  posi- 
tion was,  not  that  the  Commandery  should  not  have  appeared,  for  it  acted  as 
escort  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  Our  intention  was  to  call  out  the  fact  that  while 
the  late  Jefferson  Davis  had  not  been  a  Mason,  nor  was  his  claim  to  distinc- 
tion based  upon  Masonic  lines,  still,  under  the  patriotic  spirit  rife  throughout 
the  country,  the  feelings  of  those  who  had  once  embraced  the  lost  cause  might 
well  be  allowed  vent — a  toleration,  by  the  way,  peculiar  to  our  own  broad- 
gauged  people.  Our  mind  was  to  exult  in  the  manifestation  of  so  much 
broad,  genuine  patriotism  and  liberality,  for  we  said  :  "There  are  not  many 
governments  where  such  events  could  pass  by  almost  unnoticed."  We  were 
proud  of  the  American  people  and  their  fair-mindedness.  And  quite  prophetic 
were  we  in  concluding  our  remarks  thus:  "Again,  it  is  believed  that  the 
sentiment  of  toleration  thus  displayed  will  at  least  dull  the  keenness  of  sec- 
tional hale.  Of  this  much  we  feel  certain,  that  whenever  foreign  foes  shall 
attack  our  shores,  the  men  of  the  lost  cause  and  their  descendants  will  be  in 
the  van  of  the  defenders  of  our  common  flag." 

Thus  we  wrote  in  April,  1897.  In  less  than  a  year  the  United  States  was 
attacked  in  the  sinking  of  the  Maine,  and  at  once  the  Lees,  the  Butlers,  the 
Wheelers,  and  other  valiant  warriors  who  had  discarded  the  gray,  donned  the 
blue  and  marched  under  the  star-spangled  banner  to  alien  soil  in  defense  of 
our  national  honor.  It  was  a  splendid  tribute  that  valor  paid  to  nobility  when 
the  men  of  the  lost  cause  and  their  descendants  rushed  on  in  the  very  fore- 
front of  the  Republic's  valiant  hosts ;  it  was  a  glorious  recognition  of  that 
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magnanimity  of  sentiment  in  the  nation  that  could  and  did,  in  a  spirit  truly 
divine,  forget  the  bitterness  of  the  past  and  respect  the  traditions  that  made 
free  men  freer,  and  noble  men  nobler. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  C.  BAIRD,  Committee. 

R.'.E.'.Sir  Samuel  Dickey  is  Grand  Commander;   R.'.E.'.Sir  John  C. 
Baird,  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


VERMONT— 1899. 

The  Fifty-seventh  Annual  conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Burlington, 
June  13.  Present:  R.'.E.'.  Jesse  E.  Thompson,  Grand  Commander ;  E.'.Sir 
Warren  G.  Reynolds,  Grand  Recorder,  together  with  all  the  other  Grand 
Officers,  six  Past  Grand  Commanders,  two  Past  Deputy  Grand  Command- 
ers, two  Past  Grand  Generalissimos,  twenty-three  Grand  Representatives, 
(not  including  ours)  and  delegates  from  twelve  Subordinate  Commanderies. 
The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  long  one,  covering  twenty-five  pages, 
is  well  written  and  a  complete  resume  of  what  appears  to  have  been  a  verv 
creditable  and  successful  administration.    He  opens  as  follows : 

At  the  sound  of  the  gavel  in  the  east,  we  are  reminded  that  the  fleet  wings 
of  time  have  fanned  into  existence  another  anitual  period,  and  that  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  making  up  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery,  have  assembled  for  executive  an4  legislative  work. 

1  welcome  you  on  this  beautiful  June  morning  to  the  fifty-seventh  annual 
conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  Stite  of  Vermont,  We  ask  you 
to  cast  your  criticising  eyes  over  the  immediate  past,  and  to  let  your  mind  be 
pregnant  with  a  forgiving  spirit,  and  your  acts  be  tempered  with  charity,  if 
the  executive  officer  of  this  Grand  Body  has  failed  in  the  discharge  of  any  of 
his  official  duties. 

It  is  all  right  to  be  "pregnant"  with  a  forgiving  spirit,  but  if  the  child  re- 
mains unborn,  the  conception  must  be  a  failure  in  material  good. 

Appropriate  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  Knightly  dead. 

Most  of  the  address  is  devoted  to  matters  connected  with  the  Triennial  at 
Pittsburg,  a  thing  in  which  this  committee  lacks  enthusiasm.  He  made  sev- 
eral visitations  to  his  Subordinates,  had  good  times  and  was  royally  enter- 
tained. Members  of  his  staff  also  reported  visitations,  all  of  which  are 
included  in  the  address,  but  contain  nothing  of  general  interest. 

From  the  Grand  Recorder's  report  we  learn  that  the  receipts  for  dues 
amounted  to  $706,  with  a  total  membership  of  1,632,  or  less  than  50  cents  a 
head. 

Proceedings  routine  and  local.    Order  in  excellent  shape. 

Our  excellent  friend  and  brother,  Haskins,  Is  again  the  author  of  the  Cor- 
respondence report,  which  covers  106  pages  of  the  pamphlet,  digests  the  trans- 
actions of  forty-four  Templar  Governing  bodies,  and  is,  like  all  his  literary 
work,  first-class  in  all  respects.    We  excerpt  the  following  from  his  opening: 
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*  *  *  In  Templarism,  the  wisest  of  us  have  vet  much  to  learn, 
and  we  would  courteously  suggest  that  at  Stated  Conclaves,  when  there  is 
no  work  to  be  done,  the  Eminent  Commander  read,  or  cause  some  one  to 
read,  portions  of  the  Correspondence  Report,  for  the  information  and  instruc- 
tion of  the  Sir  Knights  present. 

Sound  sense. 

Under  Alabama  we  find  this: 

This  is  all  true.  Every  Knight  Templar  should  be  an  earnest  and  active 
Chapter  Mason  as  it  is  through  the  Chapter  that  the  Commanderies  are 
recruited.  Also,  every  officer  of  a  Commandery  should  be  a  regular  attendant 
upon  its  conclaves,  and  never  think  of  having  his  post  filled  by  another  Sir 
Knight. 

Which  we  heartily  endorse.  A  Templar  who  is  unfaithful  in  his  attend- 
ance on  and  support  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter^  is  a  Tei^plar  in  name 
only,  and  never  amounts  to  much. 

Under  Canada  these  thoughts : 

Much  of  the  above,  to  our  mind,  is  lacking  in  breadth  and  dignity.  As 
Canadians  and  British  subjects  we  admire  your  loyalty  to  the  government 
under  which  you  live.  You  would  welcome  a  union  with  us  that  would  insure 
reciprocally,  the  moral  sympathy  and  support  of  each  government  in  all  inter- 
national affairs.  You  would  say  "let  us  be  one"  in  such  a  case,  and  the  two 
governments  could  then  safely  defy  all  the  rest  of  the  world.  Templarism  is 
not  a  political  institution,  but  is  a  Christian  Order.  We  all  bow  before  the 
same  Cross  and  acknowledge  the  same  Lord  Jesus  Christ  who  suffered  a 
cruel  death  thereon.  In  the  ritual  are  to  be  found  the  sublime  teachings  of 
the  Order  which  we  endeavor  to  impress  upon  the  mind  of  the  candidate  in  a 
way  that  will  have  the  best  effect  upon  his  future  life  and  character.  If  the 
Templar  Ritual  of  the  United  States  will  best  do  that,  then  all  should  adopt 
it.  If  the  Canadian  will  best  do  it,  then  let  us  all  adopt  that.  No  one  should 
be  charged  with  servility  because  he  admires  the  work  of  another  jurisdiction, 
if,  in  his  opinion,  it  will  best  accomplish  the  purpose  of  the  Order.  Pride  of 
nationality  in  such  a  case  should  sink  from  view.  While  we  sincerely  depre- 
cate tinkering  with  the  ritual,  from  time  to  time,  yet  we  would  go  a  long  ways 
to  secure  the  adoption  of  an  Universal  International  Ritual. 

In  which  we  fully  concur. 

Under  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  we  find  this  little  reminder  that  our 
good  brother  still  believes  in  parading  Templars  on  any  and  all  occasions, 
although  the  one  referred  to  was  perfectly  legitimate,  right  and  proper,  pro- 
vided the  modern  "round  dance"  or  public  hug  was  not  indulged  in.  There 
is  no  better  training  school  for  fornication,  adultery  and  licentiousness  gener- 
ally, than  the  round  dance,  and  it  is  about  as  well  for  Templars,  as  a  body,  if 
not  as  individuals,  to  discourage  it. 

We  further  discover  from  the  address  that  the  Grand  Commander  attended 
the  ball  given  by  York  Commandery,  of  New  York  City,  at  the  Madison 
Square  Garden,  and  that  it  was  a  very  handsome  and  imposing  affair.  He 
not  only  granted  leave  to  one  of  his  Subordinate  Commanderies  to  attend,  but 
went  himself.  You  did  just  right.  Sir  Walter,  and  we  wish  we  might  have 
been  there  with  you.  But  won't  the  knowledge  of  it  shock  the  sensitive 
nerves  of  some  of  the  sticklers  for  confining  the  public  appearance  of  Templar 
bodies,  in  full  uniform,  to  what  is  recognized  in  Blue  Lodge  Masonry  as  a 
^'Masonic  Occasion?" 
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Brother  Haskins  devotes  tN\'o  pages  of  his  excellent  report  to  our  pamphlet 
of  '98.  He  says  of  uur  Jim's  address  that  it  was  "brief  but  excellent  in  spirit/' 
Referring  to  resolutions  of  sympathy  for  Brother  Carson,  who  has  since 
passed  to  "the  rest  of  the  people  of  God,"  he  says : 

A  very  Knightly  act  on  their  part,  and  no  one  knows  better  what  to  do, 
and  the  right  time  and  place  for  doing  it,  than  Sir  Frederic.  We  have  had, 
since  our  first  acquaintance  with  him,  a  profound  veneration  and  sincere  love 
for  Sir  Enoch  T.  Carson,  but  we  shall  never  look  upon  his  rugged  face  nor 
clasp  his  warm  hand  again,  for  God  called  him  home  February  24,  i8q8. 

He  speaks  pleasantly  of  the  work  of  this  Committee,  but  dodges  a  query  of 
ours  in  this  neat  but  abortive  manner: 

Upon  the  question  of  selling  liquor  he  asks  us  if  we  are  in  the  habit  of  in- 
viting bar-tenders  and  saloon  keepers,  or  whisky  sellers,  to  our  home  as  fit 
associates  for  wife,  sons  and  daughters?  To  all  of  which  we  have  to  reply 
that  we  have  no  occasion  to  do  that  for  the  reason  that  we  don't  have  men 
engaged  in  those  occupations  in  the  community  in  which  we  live. 

There  are  many  admirable  thoughts  and  deliverances  in  our  brother's  report 
which  we  would  like  to  clip,  but  the  space  allotted  to  the  Green  Mountain 
State  is  full, 

R.'.E.'.Sir  Jesse  E.  Thompson  is  Grand  Commander  again,  as  is  also  Sir 
Warren  G.  Reynolds  Grand  Recorder,  and  R.'.E.'.Kittridge  Haskins  Corres- 
pondent. 


CONCLUSION. 

And  now,  dear  brethren,  having  finished  our  work,  imperfect  though  it 
may  be,  we  submit  it  for  your  inspection.  It  is  possible  that  in  some  of  our 
utterances  and  fulmlnations,  we  may  have  been  intemperate,  but  we  never 
intended  to  be  unkind.  An  experience  and  observation  of  many  years  has  had 
the  effect  to  make  us  unreasonably  intolerant,  perhaps,  of  such  things  as  do 
not  suit  our  personal  views,  and  in  condemning  the^e  it  may  be  that  we  have 
forgotten  that  others  are  as  much  entitled  to  their  views  and  the  free  expres- 
sion of  them  as  we  are.  For  all  such  lapses  from  the  plumb-line  of  propriety, 
we  beg  pardon. 

There  are  no  exciting  subjects  before  the  house,  and  peace  and  the  harmony 
that  is  proper  among  brethen  seems  to  obtain  from  Maine  to  the  Rio  Grande 
and  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  We  find  but  little  complaint  of  the  somewhat 
drastic  action  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  at  Pittsburg,  in  reference  to  depend- 
ent membership,  etc.,  and  this  is  well.  It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  commend 
the  Supreme  Body  for  its  earnest  efforts  at  that  Conclave  to  enact  such  legis- 
lation as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  majority,  would  most  conduce  to  the  good  of 
our  own  Order  and,  incidentally,  to  that  of  Masonry  generally.  It  may  not 
work  as  well  as  we  hope  it  will,  but  it  is  the  duty  of  all  to  give  it  a  fair  and 
impartial  trial,  and  then,  if  not  found  to  be  the  right  thing,  repeal  it  at  Louis- 
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ville  and  try  some  other  method.  Free  Masonry  is  the  basis  upon  which  tht 
Orders  of  the  Temple  are  erected  and  it  is  the  interest  as  well  as  the  duty  of 
the  Order  to  foster  and  buHd  up,  by  all  proper  methods,  the  prosperity  and 
success  of  the  Lodge  and  Chapter. 

A  spirit  of  sublime  and  intense  patriotism  is  found  in  the  utterances  of  the 
distinguished  members  of  the  different  Jurisdictions,  with  no  indications  of 
anti-expansion  and  such  un-American  and  unholy  principles,  all  of  which  is 
gratifying  to  me,  as  I  believe  it  is  to  you. 

Wishing  you  all  the  largest  measure  of  health,  happiness,  and  peace,  and 
praying  for  the  prosperity  of  our  beloved  Order  everywhere,  I  beg  to  remain 

Courteou^y  yours, 

E.  G.  DELAP. 


MddiP(gs@  ©f  (3mnd  Ktt©fd€m< 


Alabama _-_.H.  CLAY  ARMSTRONG Montgomery. 

Arizona GEORGE  J.  RUSKRUGE Tucson. 

Arkansas FAY  HEMPSTEAD Little  Rock. 

California.. WILLIAM  A.  Davies San  Francisco. 

Canada  Sov.Gr*t  Priory. WILL  H.  WHYTE Guthrie. 

Colorado ED.  C.  PARMELEE Denver. 

Connecticut-- ELI  C.  BIRDSEY Meriden. 

District  of  Columbia ARVINE  W.  JOHNSTON Washington. 

England  and  Wales C.  F.  MaTIER...   London. 

Florida WILBER  P.  WEBSTER Jacksonville. 

Georgia WILLIAM  S.  ROCKWELL Savannah. 

Illinois- Gilbert  W.  Barnard Chicago. 

Indiana  WILLIAM  H.  SMYTHE Indianapolis. 

Indian  Territory JOS.  S.  MURROW Atoka. 

Iowa ALF.  WINGATE Des  Moines. 

Ireland ....JOHN  A.  BAKER.... Dublin. 

Kansas THOMAS  J.  ANDERSON  Topeka. 

Kentucky __ -_. ALFRED  H.  BRYANT Covington, 

Louisiana ...RICHARD  LAMBERT.. __. New  Orleans. 

Maine STEPHEN  BERRY Portland. 

Maryland JOHN  H.  MILLER.. _ ..Baltimore. 

Mass.  and  Rhode  Island. BENJAMIN  W.  ROWELL   Lynn. 

Michigan HENRY  L.  ANTHONY.. Sturgis. 

Minnesota ..  THOMAS  MONTGOMERY St.  PauL 

Mississippi I,  L,  POWER ..- Jackson. 

Missouri WILLIAM  H.  MAYO -..St.  Louis,  Box  485. 

Montana EDWARD  D.  NEIL     Helena. 

Nebraska FRANCIS  E.  WHITE Omaha. 

New  Hampshire FRANK  D.    WOODBURY Concord. 

New  Jersey CHARLES  BECHThL   ...    Trenton. 

New  York ARTHUR   MACARTHUR Troy. 

North  Carolina HORACE  H.  MUNSON Wilmington. 

North  Dakota ....FRANK  J.  THOMPSON Fargo. 

Ohio JOHN  N,  BELL ....Dayton. 

Oklahoma DEFOREST  DeF.  LEACH Oklahoma. 

Oregon JAMES  F.  ROBINSON ..Eugene. 

Pennsylvania.. ...WILLIAM  W.  ALLEN  Philadelphia. 

Prince  Edward  Island.. ..B.  WILSON  HIGGS Charlottetown. 

Scotland-. LiNDSEY  MACKERSEY     Edinburg. 

South  Dakota GEORGE  A.  PETTIGREW Flandreau. 

Tennessee JOHN  B.  GARRETT Nashville. 

Texas _..J.  C.  KiDD Dallas. 

Vermont WARREN  G.  REYNOLDS Burlington. 

Victoria,  Great  Priory... CHARLES  CHAPMAN Melbourne,  Aus'a. 

Virginia ...JAMES  B.  BLANKS Petersburg. 

Washington ....  YANCEY  C.  BLALOCK... Walla  Walla. 

Wyoming JOHN  C.  BAIRD _ Cheyenne. 

West  Virginia ...ROBERT  C.  DUNNINGTON  .  _  .Fairmont. 

Wisconsin JOHN  W.  LAFLIN ...Milwaukee. 

Grand  encampment— R.-.E. -.Sir  Reuben  H.  Lloyd,  Grand  Master,  San 
Francisco,  Cal.;  William  H.  Mayo,  Grand  Recorder,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Next 
Triennial  Grand  Conclave,  at  Louisville,  August  27,  1901. 


Commissioned  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi, 


Grand  Commandery.  Representative— PostoffU/.  Date  of  Commission. 

Alabama Rev.  N.  G.  Augustus,  Durant.  March  i6,  1893. 

Arkansas ..Harry  T.  Howard,  Biloxi._     February  7,  1899, 

California Phineas  M.  Savery,  P.  G.  C,  Tupelo.March  27,  1890. 

Colorado T,  G.  Birchett,  M.  D.,  Vicksburg January  24,  1890. 

Connecticut G.  D,  Brown,  Water  Valley November  i,  1898. 

District  of  Colum 'a  .... 

Florida I.  E.  Seavey,  Brookhaven July  28,  1899. 

Georgia — J.  C.  French,  P.  G.  C,  Natchez December  7,  1892, 

Illinois.. James  K.  Moore,  Vicksburg January  2,  1899, 

Indiana C.  E.  Grafton,  Brookhaven July  25,  1899. 

Iowa Frederic  Speed,  P.  G.  C,  Vicksburg.. .December  22,  1898. 

Kansas Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  P.  G.C.,  Natchez.  July  13,  1896. 

Kentucky Cass  Oltenburg,  Lexington January  25,  1899. 

Louisiana E.  Geo.  DeLap,  P.  G.  C,  Natchez 1892. 

Maine C.  L.  Lincoln,  Columbus October  16,  1895. 

Massachusetts  and 

Rhode  Island John  S.  Cobb,  P.  G.  C,  Verona August,  1898. 

Minnesota. __ H.  M.  Romberger,  P.  G.  C,  Winona.. November  12, 1895, 

Missouri J.  L.  Power,  Jackson February  4,  1890. 

Montana...  

Nebraska Emmett  N.    Thomas,  Greenville April  12,  1894. 

New  Hampshire. . . ■■■■■■■■IHHBIHHHBHHBB 

New  Jersey E.  E.  Clement,  Biloxi  August  21,  1899. 

New  York E.  Geo.  DeLap,  P.  G.  C.,  Natchez January  15,  1890. 

North  Carolina. --Rev.  Ebenezer  Thompson,  Biloxi March  19,  1897. 

North   Dakota John  D.  Miles,  Vicksburg 

Ohio Rev.  Jno.  A.  B.  Jones,  Brandon April  fo,  1893. 

Oregon _. . 

Pennsylvania Chas.  T.  Chamberlain,  Natchez March  14,  1893. 

South  Dakota William  G.  Sykes,  Aberdeen December  16,  1898, 

Tennessee William  Starling,  Greenville January  21,  1890. 

Texas G.  J.  Bahin,  Natchez November  19, 1898. 

Vermont ..J.  J.  Hayes,  P.  G.  C.,  Vicksburg June  5,  1899. 

Virginia  William  G.   Benbrook,  Natchez July,  1896. 

West  Virginia W,  A.  Bodenhamer,  P.  G.  C.,  Okolona, 

Wisconsin .John  A.  Dicks,  Natchez November  20, 1895, 

Wyoming J,  H.  Wright,  Meridian October  1896. 
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Grand  Commandery.  1{epresentatvDe — Postoffice,  T)ate  of  Commission, 

Alabama ...Jas.  A.  Moore,  Montevallo November  lo,  1899. 

Arizona  .-_ --_ _. 

Arkansas George  P.  Taylor,  Forest  City.. January  18,  1890. 

California _.Thos.  H.  Caswell,  San  Francisco December  23.  1890. 

Colorado Alfonso  A.  Burnard,  Leadville January  2,  i8go. 

Connecticut John  W.  Mix,  Meriden July  22,  1899. 

District  of  Colum'a Albert  B.  Jackson October  iq,  1896. 

Florida lohn  Sinclair,  Jacksonville October  9,  18^. 

Georgia L.  J.  Blalock,  Americus October  9,  1896. 

Illinois James  G.  Elward,  Jollet January  9,  1899. 

Indian  Territory 

Indiana, Frederick  Glass,  Madison   August  17,  1899. 

Iowa James  Morton,  Cedar  Rapids November  28, 1892. 

Kansas Charles  M.  Jones,  Wichita July  22,  1899. 

Kentucky Reginald  Heber  Thompson,  Louisville. June  8, 1892. 

Louisiana ..Joseph  H.  DeGrange,  New  Orleans.. 

Maine J.  H,  Drummond,  Portland December  23,  1889. 

Maryland , George  Cook,  Baltimore October  8,  1896. 

Massachusetts  and 

Rhode  Island Benjamin  Rowell,  Lynn December  16,  1892, 

Michigan 

Mirwesola.- Charles  H.  Mix,  Crookston June  28,  1893. 

Missouri- Alex.  M.  Dockery,  St.  Louis February  5,  1890. 

Montana E.  D.  Aiken,  Butte  City July  10,  1891. 

Nebraska Louis  F.  de  Lorermier,  Desha October  8,  1896. 

New  Hampshire. --Rev.  Daniel  C.  Roberts,  Concord July  22,  1899. 

New  Jersey Thomas  Godson,  Newark December  23,  1889. 

New  York Theodore  P.  Calkin,  Binghampton.. .August  19,  1899. 

North  Carolina^. --Martin  S.  Willard,  Wilmington March  9,  1897. 

North   Dakota Frank  A.  Briggs,  Bismarck October  8,  1896. 

Ohio William  L.  Beuchner,  Youngstown... March  11,  1893. 

Oklahoma ._ 

Oregon  ._ ...Irvin  W.  Pratt August  19,  1809. 

Pennsylvania James  H.  Coddine,  Towanda... October  19,  1897. 

South   Dakota Levi  B.  French,  lankton. July  22,  1899, 

Tennessee lames  Park  Hanner,  Franklin August  16,  1899. 

Texas.- Samuel  M.  Williams July  7,  1899. 

Vermont George  W.  Squier,  Swan  ton January  18, 1899. 

Virginia John  T.  Parham,  Petersburg August  5,  1889. 

Washington Walter  J.  Thompson,  Tacoma May  24,  1880. 

West  Virginia Thomas  D.  Durrah,  Wheeling November2o,  1892. 

Wisconsin N.  C.  Giffin,  Fon  du  Lac 

Wyoming JohnC.  Davis,  Rawlins.-. _,. October  8,  1895. 
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From  Organization— 1857  to  1900. 


WILLIAM  H.  STEVENS     

GEORGE  P.  CRUMP 

GILES  M.  HILLYER 

HARVEY  w.  Walter  _. 

Benjamin  S.  Tappan._._ 

Edward  Lea 

Christopher  a.  Manlove 

FLEET  C.  mercer 

JOHN  K,  FULSON,  Water  Valley 

CHARLES  T.  Bond.  

Williams.  Patton.  

E.  George  DELAP,  Natchez.  

E.  T.  Henry 

PHINEAS  M,  SAVERY,"Tupero.    ""'_ 

GidW.  Cox .._ 

OLIVER  CLIFTON,  Jackson 

WILLIAM  A.  FAIRCHILD 

WILLIAM  G.  PAXT0N.._.  ._.. 

CHARLES  M.  ERWIN 

WILLIAM  G.  BENBROOK,  Natchez. . 

WILLIAM  FRENCH 

JAMES  T.  MEADE,  Birmingham,  ALi. 

H.  M.  ROMBERGER,  Winona.  

W.  P.  TOWLER 

JOHN   H.  GORDONVPortGibson"-^" 

B.  A.  VAUGHAN 

N.S.WALKER     

FREDERIC  SPEED,  Vicksburg 

JAMES  J.  HAYES,  Vicksburg 

J.  E.  LEIGH ___. 

W.  A.  BODENHAMER,  Okolona 

S.  W.  Ferguson,  Greenville 

J.  C.  FRENCH,  M.  D.,  Natchez 

FRANK  P.  JINKINS,  Aberdeen 

J.  M.  BUCHANAN,  M.  D.,  Meridian  . 
JAMES  T.  HARRISON,  Columbus... 

WILLIAM  STARLING,  Greenville 

JOHN  S.  COBB,  Verona  .- __. 

JOHN  A.  B.  JONES,  Brandon 
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858— Died  October  13,  1866. 

859— Died  i860. 

860— Died  April  23,  1871. 

861— Died  September  19, 1878. 

866— Died  March  i,  1866. 

867— Died  1878. 

868— Died  December  29,  1878. 

870— Died  January  26,  1885. 

870. 

871 — Died  December  14, 1872. 

872— Died  July  5,  1889. 

873. 

874— Died  April  10,  1881, 

875. 

876— Died  July  9,  1900. 

877— (Not  affiliated.) 

878— Died  September  20,  1878. 

879— Died  October  2^,  1889. 

880— ( Non-resident. ) 

881. 

882— Died-  April  28,  1884. 

883— (Non-resident.) 

884. 

885— Died  March  30,  1803. 

886— I, Not  affiliated.) 

887— Died  November  6,  1898. 

888— Died  August  12,  1895. 

890. 

891. 

892— Died  November  7,  1891. 
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J.  L.  POWER,  P.  E.  C. ___ Mississippi.  No.  i— Elected  in  1891. 

JOHN  D.  MILES,  P.  E.  C Magnolia,  No.  2— Elected  in  1892. 

GUS  J.  BAHIN,  P.  E.  C Rosalie,  No.  5— Elected  in  1896. 
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Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi. 


Forty-First  Aaattal  Conclave. 


HE  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi 
convened  in  its  Forty-First  Annual  Conclave  in  the  city  of  Water 
Valley,  in  the  Asylum  of  Cyrene  Commandery  No.  6,  on  Tuesday, 
February  26,  1901,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  there  being  present : 

Grand  Officers* 


Rev.  Sir  John  A.  B.  Jones R.'.  E.\  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Oliver  L.  McKay V.*.  E.  *.  Dep.  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Harry  T.  Howard Grand  Generalissimo. 

SiK  Frank  Burkitt .Grand  Captain  General. 

Rev.  Sir  D.  B.  W addell Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  Gus  J.  Bahin Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  J.  L.  Power  Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  R.  H.  Henry Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  J.  F.  Dixon Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Geo.  C.  Myers Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Nolan  Stewart Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  Geo.  C.  Hoskins Grand  Warder. 

Sir  Joe  Groom Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

Past  Grand  Officers. 

R.  •.  E.  .  John  K.  Fulson Past  Grand  Commander 

R.*.  E. •.  E.  Geo.  DeLap Past  Grand  Commander 

R.-.  E.-.  P.  M.  Savery ^ Past  Grand  Commander 

R.\  E.'.  H.  M.  Romberger Past  Grand  Commander 

R.*.  E.*.  W.  A.  BODENHAMER Past  Grand  Commander 

R  •.  E.-.  Frank  P.  Jinkins Past  Grand  Commander 

R. '.  E. •.  Jamks  M.  Buchan  AN Paet  Grand  Commander 

R.-.  E.-.  John  S.  Cobb  Past  Grand  Commander 

Also  present  the  following  Standing  Committees : 

Templar  Law— Frederic  Speed,  p.  g.  c;  P.  M.  Savery,  p.  G.  o.« 
W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.  G.  0. 

Fraternal  Correspondence— E.  G.  DeLap,  p.  g.  c,  Reporter. 
Triennial  Conclave  Grand  Encampment— E.  N.  Thomas,  C. 
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W.  Gibson,  E.  J.  Martin,  Harry  T.  Howard,  E.  E.  Clement,  John  S^ 
Cobb,  P.  G.  c. 

GroLiid  Representoitives* 

Alabama Rev.  N.  G.  Augfustus- 

Ar  Iransas Harry  T.  Howard 

California P.  M.  Savery,  p.  G.  c, 

Connecticut G.  D.  Brown 

District  of  Columbia E.  J.  Martin 

Illinois James  K.  Moore 

Indiana C.  E.  Orafton 

Iowa Frederic  Speed,  P.  G.  C^ 

Louisiana E.  Geo.  DeLap,  p.  G.  c. 

Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island John  S.  Cobb,  P:  g.  c. 

Minnesota H.  M.  Romberger,  P.  G.  c. 

Mjjssouri \ J.  L.  Power 

Nebi^aska Emmett  N.  Thomas 

New  Hampshire B.  V.  White 

New  Jersey E.  E.  Clement. 

New  York E.  G.  DeLap,  P.  G.  c. 

Ohio Rev.  Jno.  A.  B.  Jones,  G.  c. 

South  Dakota  Wm.  G.  Sykes- 

Texas G.  J.  Bahin 

West  Virginia W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  P.  G.  c. 

Also  present  the  Representatives  of  sixteen  Commanderies,  aod  a 
large  number  of  visiting  Knights. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  the  Divine 
Blessing  invoked  by  Rov.  Sir  Irvin  Miller,  D.  D. 

The  R.*.  K.*.  Grand  Commander  announced  as  the 

Committee  on  Credentials— Sirs  Jas.  K.  Moore,  L.  A.  Benoist, 
Jno.  A.  Webb. 

The  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  installed,  in  the  presence  of  Grand- 
Commandery,  Sir  H.  F.  Malliken,  of  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  No.  18,  and 
Sir  John  C.  Bradford,  Prelate  of  Coast  Commandery,  No.  17,  who  were 
absent  when  the  officers  of  their  Commanderies  weoe  installed. 

A  Distinguished  Visitor, 

The  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  announced  the  presence  of  General 
John  Corson  Smith,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Illinois,  and  appointed- 
all  the  Past  Grand  Commanders  present  a  Committee  to  escort  him  into 
the  Asylum.  All  repaired  to  an  adjoining  room,  and  entering,  pro- 
ceeded through  the  lines  to  the  Grand  Commander's  station,  when  the 
Grand  Recorder,  for  the  escort,  introduced  the  eminent  Templar  and 
citizen  to  the  Grand  Commandery.  The  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander 
spoke  cordial  words  of  welcome ;  and  the  Sir  Knights  having  been 
seated,  General  Smith  expressed  his  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  ex- 
tended him,  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  and 
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•observations  and  incidents  relating^  thereto  in  foreign  lands.    His  talk 
was  of  great  historic  interest,  and  was  much  enjoyed  by  all  present. 

A  recess  of  ten  minutes  wAs  taken  to  enable  the  Credential  Com- 
-mittee  to  prepare  its  report. 

At  11:30  the  Grand  Commandery  proceeded,  in  full  dress — ninety  in 
line — to  the  Presbyterian  church,  where  a  largo  audience  had  assom- 
libled,  including  the  members  of  Water  Valley  Chapter  No.  5,  Order  of 
Eastern  Star.  The  Offices  of  Devotion  were  observed  in  an  unusually 
limpressive  manner,  the  music  being  exceptionally  fine.  The  Grand 
Prelate,  Rev.  Sir  D.  B.  Waddell,  delivered  the  annual  sermon,  as  fol- 
lows : 

And  when  He  was  demanded  of  the  Pharisees,  when  the  Kingdom 
•of  God  shall  come,  He  answered  them  and  said.  The  Kingdom  of  God 
cometh  not  with  observation  :  Neither  shall  they  say,  Lo  here  I  or,  lo 
there !  for,  behold,  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  within  you. — St.  Luke,  XVii, 
!20-21. 

This  question,  addressed  to  our  Lord,  has  been  the  question  of 
reason  through  all  the  ages.  A  man  said  to  me  only  the  other  day,  **If 
"God  wanted  men  to  believe,  why  didn't  He  write  it  in  a  great  scroll 
JMsross  the  heavens,  so  all  men  could  see  it?*'  This,  like  the  question 
Jiddressed  to  our  Lord,  shows  the  blindness,  the  pitiable  ignorance  of 
reason.  It  never  sees  anything  deeper  than  the  outward  appearance  of 
things,  and  judges  everything  by  this  outward  appearance,  blind  to  the 
grand  realities  beneath.  Our  Lord,  in  replying  to  this  shallow  and  con- 
•ceited  spirit,  discloses  a  great  and  universal  truth.  Real  things  can 
OQly  come  thus. 

In  these  lives  of  ours  we  are  dealing  only  with  shadows.  The 
reality  is  within,  uubcen.  Our  eyes  have  never  looked  upon  anything 
that  was  real. 

We  behold,  for  instance,  effects,  evidences  of  life,  but  never  life 
itself.  We  speak  of  a  li«  ing  tree,  but  we  know  only  of  its  life  from  out- 
ward appearances.  Dig  throilgh  the  bark  into  its  vitals  to  discover  its 
life:  the  life  will  elude  us  and  the  tree  will  die. 

Man,  likewise,  is  a  living  personality,'  but  that  personality  is  hid 
from  our  eyes,  beneath  the  bodily  form  that  temporarily  covers  and 
hides  it.  Cut  through  the  form,  the  covering,  the  living  personality 
will  disappear,  leaving  the  form,  the  covering,  lif^les^:'  As  it  is  with 
life,  so  it  is  with  power.  We  see  the  effects  of  poWer,  but  never  power 
itself.  Behold  the  steam  engine,  the  most  beautiful  exhibition  we  have 
of  the  power  of  mind  over  matter,  as  it  movbs  majestically  over  our  hills 
and  valleys,  carrying  millions  of  pounds  of  freight.  It  seems  to  be,  in- 
•deed,  a  living  reality,  which  our  eyes  can  look  upon  with  delight ;  but  it 
is  the  mere  instrument  of  a  hidden  power,  which  will  disappear  as  use- 
less vapor,  if  we  try  to  bring  it  to  the  observation  of  men. 

Reality  always  evades  us  and  can  never  be  seen  by  the  eyes  of  flesh. 
Our  Lord  himself  was  an  illustration  of  His  own  great  words. 

He  stood  before  them  a  mere  man,  just  like  other  men,  and  they 
oould  see  nothing  more,  and  yet  there  was  within  Him,  unobserved,  a 
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divine  power  and  a  divine  personality,  that  has  proved  Him  to  be  the 
Ideal  Man  of  the  race,  the  Eternal  Son  of  God,  the  King  of  Kin^s,  and 
Lord  of  Lords. 

Failing  to  see  this,  they  spat  upon  Him,  scourged  and  crucified  Him,^ 
thinking  to  destroy  Him,  but  it  was  only  the  outward  shadow  upon 
which  they  vented  their  hatred.  The  reality,  that  Eternal  Personality 
lived,  and  has  revolutionized  a  world,  and  become  the  King  of  the 
hearts  of  men. 

If  we  will  look  at  the  instrumentalitieb  He  used  to  accomplish  this 
we  will  see  more  deeply  into  the  meaning  of  His  Words.  He  sent  forth 
into  a  hostile  and  highly  learned  world,  twelve  comparatively  ignorant 
men,  to  preach  truths,  wholly  unreasonable,  unbelievable,  to  human  rea- 
son. A  child  was  born  of  a  virgin,  without  a  human  father,  lived  and 
visited  among  men,  pointing  them  to  a  higher  life,  and  after  being  put 
to  death  by  them,  rose  again  from  the  grave  and  ascended  into  the 
heavens.  From  a  human  standpoint,  there  is  literally  no  power  in  these 
ignorant  men,  or  these  simple  truths.  Yet  they  took  hold  of  the  hearta 
of  men  and  soon  brought  the  great  Roman  Empire,  with  its  ruler,  to  the 
feet  of  the  despised  and  crucified  Nazarene.  Into  every  land  they  cam» 
and  conquered,  until  the  world  acknowledges  Christ  as  its  God. 

One  must  be  blind  indeed  to  fail  to  see  God  in  this  unobserved  power 
— God  in  the  life  of  the  world.  History  is  but  the  unfolding  before  our 
eyes  of  that  wonderful  work  He  has  wrought.  Men  do  not  ordinarily 
learn  this  truth  from  history,  attributing  the  wonderful  events  that  hav& 
taken  place  in  the  life  of  the  world  to  the  ambitious,  coveteousness  greed 
of  nations.  The  strong  have  taken  advantage  of  the  weak  and  overpow- 
ered them,  dividing  out  the  spoils  among  themselves.  They  have  no 
other  reason  to  assign  why  one  nation  rises  up  in  majesty  and  another 
goes  down.  They  forget,  or  take  no  account,  of  the  Kingdom  of  God, 
come  into  the  life  of  the  world  with  unobserved  power— that  the  living 
God  is  indeed  ruling  on  the  earth,  and  compelling  men  and  nations,  by 
the  unobserved  power  He  exerts,  to  carry  out  His  grand  {purposes  in  th& 
life  of  the  world. 

The  truth  of  the  matter,  my  brethren,  is  that  we  do  not  believe  in* 
telligently  in  God,  as  He  has  revealed  Himself  to  us.  We  think  TTim 
incapable  of  directing  many  things  that  have  taken  place  in  the  life  of 
the  world.  He  is  so  good  and  tender  and  loving,  that  He  will  in  no  way 
hurt  anybody,  or  suffer  anybody  to  be  hurt,  if  He  can  prevent  it.  He 
is,  even,  going  to  save,  with  an  everlasting  salvation,  those  of  His  sub- 
jects who  have  ruthlessly  trampled  upon  His  laws,  cast  defiance  in  Hia 
face,  and  called  evil  good  and  good  evil. 

And  yet  when  we  read  His  own  record  of  Himself  we  find  a  very 
different  Being.  Go  back  and  read  what  this  same  God,  who  is  yeeter- 
day,  today  and  forever  the  same,  directed  His  ancient  people  to  do  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Canaan,  whose  land  He  gave  to  them.  They  were  to 
slaughter  every  man,  woman  and  child,  to  spare  none.  If  we  will  read 
the  events  of  history,  by  the  light  of  this  one  direction,  we  can  readily 
find  God  in  many  things  where  we  thought  Him  not,  and  learn  that  He. 
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is  a  King  who  rules  to  be  obeyed  and  must  be  obeyed.  One  nation,  after 
flourishing  for  awhile,  is  put  down  by  another,  because  God  wills  it  so, 
for  Qis  own  glpry  and  the  good  of  the  world. 

Peoples  are  raised  up  and  kingdoms  produced  for  the  same  reasons. 
If  we  imag^e  that  they  just  come  up  so  without  purpose  or  meaning, 
our  imaginations  are  blind.  No  one  can  study  the  wonderful  history  of 
this  great  race  of  ours  without  seeing  the  workings  of  a  divine  hand. 
A  little  speck  of  land  on  the  bosom  of  the  broad  ocean,  has,  in  a  most 
marvelous  way,  produced  a  great  people  who  have  spread  over  the 
world,  strong,  masterful,  conquering,  dominating  and  directing  its 
course.  If  you  would  get  at  the  secret  of  this  wonderful  phenomenon 
you  must  go  back  into  the  dim  past  and.  study  the  history  of  their  pro- 
genitors, that  marvelous  Aryan  race,  who  came  out  of  the  far  distant 
East  and  took  possession  of  and  cleared  up  the  vast  forests  of  Germany. 
They  differed  in  beliefs,  customs  and  ideals  from  other  heathen  peoples. 
Under  the  inspiration  of  the  belief  that  they  were  the  children  of  their 
great  God  Ormuzd  they  went  forth  to  take  possession  of  the  earth,  as 
their  rightful  inheritance.  The  family,  in  which  there  was  only  one 
wife,  for  they  were  Monogamists,  was  their  great  and  central  idea  of 
society,  and  hence  everything  that  ministered  to  the  well-being  of  the 
famUy,  such  as  a  heifer  calf  and  watch  dog,  was  well  pleasing  to  Or- 
muzd. 

When  Christianity  was  presented  to  them,  they  saw  in  it  a  full  real- 
ization of  their  heathen  belief  and  ideas  and  almost  immediately  ac- 
cepted it,  and  under  the  inspiration  of  the  truths  of  the  Fatherhood  of 
Grod  and  childship  of  man,  more  firmly  grasped  by  them  than  all  other 
peoples,  they  have  arisen  into  a  great  power  in  the  world,  doing  more 
than  all.  the  other  peoples  of  the  earth  combined;  to  spread  light,  free- 
dom, civilization  and  the  knowledge  of  God.  They  have  been  accused 
of  being  J  and  grabbers,  highway  robbers,  merciless  slayers  of  people  for 
their  possesfiions,  hut  the  fact  stands  out  clear  and  indisputable,  that 
wherever  they  have  gone  light  has  driven  out  darkness,  freedom  haa 
been  proclaimed,  curlization  established  and  the  knowledge  of  God 
spread  abroad. 

We  find  the  reason  for  their  being  a  strong,  masterful,  conquering 
people,  in  the  effect  Christianity  was  to  produce  in  human  nature.  It 
was  to  lift  it  up,  and  make  men,  strong,  masterful,  ■  conquering,  to  do 
God's  great  work  in  the  world.  Our  ancient  brethren,  imbued  with 
this  spirit,  went  forth  as  Christian  warriors,  to  rescue  the  holy  cross 
from  pollution. 

It  is  this  spirit  that  has  animated  this  race  from  the  beginning  and 
carried  it  forward  in  its  march  of  glory,  spreading  the  light  of  God 
throughout  the  world,  establishing  governments  and  well  ordered 
society  tod  otherwise  preparing  the  world  for  the  coming,  in  visible 
presence,  of  its  rightful  Lord  and  King. 

All  this  will  explain  to  us  those  things  that  are  happening  before 
our  eyes  today.  We  are  divided  in  our  politics  and  views  about  many  of 
them,  but  we  cannot  stay  the  progress  of  events.    There  is  an  unob- 
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•erved  and  irresistible  power  amoDg  us,  and  we  must  go  forward,  6r 
that  power  will  crush  us  beneath  its  weight. 

But  then  it  is  wrong  and  unchristian,  many  think,  to  interfere  with 
people  in  any  way,  to  make  war  upon  them,  especially.  People  ought 
to  be  left  to  live  in  darkness,  superstition  and  the  like,  if  they  prefer  it, 
if  they  can't  be  persuaded  to  give  them  up.  This  might  do  if  God  did 
not  rule  in  the  world — that  God  who  commands  darkness  to  disappear 
•nd  light  to  take  its  place  ;  that  God  who  is  preparing  the  world  for  the 
coming  of  His  Son  to  rule  over  it  in  visible  Person. 

Ponder  over  one  prophecy  alone  and  unlearn  these  foolish  and 
meaningless  ideas  of  life  and  God.  **Ask  of  Me  and  I  shall  give  thee  the 
heathen  for  thine  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for 
thy  possession.  Thou  shalt  break  them  with  a  rod  of  iron  ;  thou  shalt 
dash  them  in  pieces  like  a  potter's  vessel."-— Psalms  li,  8-9. 

We  especially  as  Masons,  my  brethren,  should  be  interested  in  this 
great  truth  that  God  rules  in  the  life  of  the  world.  No  where  is  the  work 
ot  His  Hand  more  clearly  se  n  than  in  this  ancient  Order  of  ours.  No 
one  can  read  its  wonderful  record  ard-fall  to  see  that  God  has  had  much 
to  do  with  it.  Masonry  has  come  to  us  from  the  far  distant  past.  We 
know  that  it  ante-dated  Solomon's  Temple,  for  every  stone  so  far  discov- 
ered, Qf  that  glorious  edifice,  has  a  Master  Mason's  mark  upon  it.  And 
it  has  come  down  to  us  a  solid,  compact  body,  acting  as  a  double  witness 
to  God's  truth.  Not  only  a  copy  of  the  Sacred  writings  has  ever  been 
preserved  by  them,  but  they  have  held  and  taught,  in  embryonic  form, 
all  the  great  truths  which,  as  Christians,  we  hold  and  base  our  hopes  of 
salvation  upon.  And  it  is  marvelous  to  note  how  this  body,  under  God, 
became  a  shelter  for  the  Ancisnt  Knights  Templar  when  persecuted  by 
the  Pope  of  Rome  and  the  King  of  France.  When  they  wore  being  bar- 
barously slaughtered  and  their  vast  property  confiscated,  they  took  re- 
fuge with  the  Free  Masons,  who  put  aprons  upon  them  and  thus  protected 
them.  Thus,  these  sworn  Knigbts  of  the  Cross,  were  skeltered  in  an 
ancient  Jewish  order,  holding  in  embryonic  form  the  very  truths  they 
had  sworn  to  protect.  In  gratitude  for  this  protection,  these  Knights 
conferred  upon  certain  degrees  of  Masons,  the  Order  of  the  Temple, 
blending  the  two  orders  into  one;  the  fuller  and  clearer  revelation  of  the 
Christian  order,  explaining  and  giving  meaning  to,  the  narrower  and 
Bfkore  mystical  revelation  of  the  Jewish  order. 

Men  may  see  nothing  in  all  this  but  a  chapter  of  accidents,  if  they 
will,  but  he  who  really  thinks  deeply  of  life  and  recognizes  the  ruling 
hand  of  God  in  life,  must  see  far  more,  and  believe  that  God  Himself  is 
the  author  of  these  accidents. 

This  being  so,  how  deeply  and  seriously  should  it  impress  us,  my 
brethren,  who  are  aworn  Knights  of  the  Temple.  How  a  Knight 
Templar  can  fail  to  be  a  devoted  Christian  man,  it  is  hard  to  see.  He  is 
doubly  sworn  to  supiM)rt  the  cross,  to  spread  the  truths  of  his  Divine 
Master,  and  to  labor  for  the  conversion  of  the  world  to  righteousness. 
He,  above  all  other  men,  should  be  foremost  in  preparing  this  world  fpr 
the  coming  of  His  Lord  and  Maiter.    He  should  be  prepared  at  any 
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moment  to  draw  his  sword,  to  drive  from  the  earth  any  obstacle  that 
blocks  up  the  way  of  that  preparation,  and  at  all  times  to  labor  for  the 
establishment  over  all  the  earth  of  his  Master's  Kingdom  of  righteous- 
ness. It  is  a  sad  fact  to  me  that  Knights  Templar  appreciate  so  little  the 
reality  of  their  position,  and  let  their  obligations  rest  so  lightly  upon 
them.  To  too  large  an  extent  they  don't  seem  to  realize  that  Knights 
Templarism  is  a  grand  thing  that  demands  their  reverence.  They 
actually  use  it  as  a  stepping  stone  to  the  Shrine.  Oh,  my  brethren,  you 
may  step  down,  but  never  up,  from  this  valiant  and  magnanimous  order, 
to  the  Shrine.  A  Knight  in  Templarism,  has  reached  the  summit  of  the 
bill,  upon  which  rests  the  light  and  glory  of  his  Lord.  He  may  very 
well  and  innocently  step  down  and  enjoy  the  social  pleasures  of  the 
Shrine,  but  the  real  thing,  and  his  real  duty  and  glory,  are  up  on  the 
eummit  of  that  hill  from  which  he  has  stepped  down.  As  Knights 
Templar  we  are  bound  to  take  cognizance  of  the  power  of  God,  working 
in  the  life  of  the  world,  ani  do  our  part  as  individuals  and  as  a  body,  to 
accomplish  that  for  which  this  power  is  working.  When  we  do  this 
-earnestly  and  manfully,  we,  too,  will  become  a  great  power  under  God, 
naoving  forward  with  that  working  everywhere  for  the  betterment  of 
men,  the  preparation  of  the  worli  for  Christ  and  the  glory  of  God,  Our 
fVitber.  To  fail  to  do  this,  is  to  fail  to  be  any  power  at  all  for  good  in 
the  world,  to  throw  away  the  privileges  and  glories  of  a  great  Order, 
which  God'has  raised  up,  and  to  spend  these  lives,  in  which  there  are  such, 
^pronderful  potentialties,  for  naught. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Frederic  Speed  and  Grand  Recorder  J.  L. 
Power  presented  the  cause  of  the  Natchez  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum, 
and  a  generous  response  was  the  result— $82.50. 

On  return  to  the  Asylum  at  12:30  the  Committee  on  Credentials  re- 
ported as  follows : 

R.eport  of  Committee  on  Credentie.l8. 

To  tke  Grand  Commandery : 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  find  the  several  Commanderies  rep- 
resented as  stated : 

Mississippi,  No.  1 —Nolan  Stewart,  p.  e.  a,  prox^  for  Eminent  Com- 
mander. 

Magnolia,  No.  2— James  K.  Moore,  P.  E.  c..  Senior  Warden. 

Lexington,  No.    3--S.  M.  Smith,  Generalissimo,  proxy  for  E^Lnent 
Commander. 

HOLLiY  Springs,  No.  4— W.  B.  Bradbury,  Eminent  Commander. 

BosALiE,  No.  5— L.  A.  Benoist,  Generalissimo. 

St.  Cyr,  No.  6— William  James,  Eminent  Commander. 

DbMolay,  No.  8— D.  S.  McClannahan,  Eminent  Commander. 

Oyrknk,  No.  9— J.  M.  Buchanan,  p.  G.  C,  Representative. 

Ivanbob,  No.  10— W.  a.  Bodenhamer,  p.  G.  c,  Eminent  Commander. 

Mary  Savbry,  No.  14— J.  P.  Collier,  Eminent  Commander. 

Delta,  No.  ItJ — E.  N.  Tlwmas,  Eminent  Commander. 


10  PROCEEDINGS  OP  1901 

Aberdeen,  No.  17 — A.  A.  Posey,  Eminent  Commander. 
St.  Elmo,  No.  18— H.  F.  Mullikin,  proxy  for  Eminent  Commander. 
The  Coast,  No.  19— John  C.  Bradford,  proxy  for  Eminent  Commander. 
West  Point^  No.  18— C.  S.  Joiner,  proxy  for  Eminent  Commander. 
HATTiESBUftG,  No.  21— J.  P.  Carter,  Eminent  Commander. 
Coahoma,  U.  D.— J.  S.  Brooks,   Eminent  Commander;  J.  J.  Brooks, 
Generalissimo. 

Past  dninent  Com  maunders. 

We  also  find  present  the  following  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  not 
appearing  in  any  other  capacity  : 

Mississippi,  No.  I— Jno.  A.  Webb,  J.  J.  White. 

LfixiNOTON,  No.  S^Walter  P.  Tackett. 

Holly  Springs,  No.  4— Geo.  C.  Myers,  M.  H.  Leach. 

St.  Cyr,  No.  6-tS.  B.  Brown,  C.  E,  Bomberger,  G.  D.  Brown. 

Cyrenb,  No.  9— B.  V.  White,  E.  J.  Martin,  W.  H.  Howard. 

IVANHOE,  No.  10— N.  G.  Augustus. 

Aberdeen,  No.  17— W.  G.  Sykes. 

St.  Elmo,  No.  18— C.  E.  Grafton,  George  C.  Hoskins. 

Coast,  No.  19 -Harry  T.  Howard,  E.  E.  Clement. 

visitors. 

Mississippi  No.  1— W.  J.  Ferguson. 

Lexington  No.  3— J.  T.  Buck,  John  Belford,  W.  L.  Jordan,  J.  W.  Jor- 
dan, Gus  Lofstrom,  D.  H.  Hobbs,  John  H.  McBee,  J.  R.  Cunning- 
ham, R,  A.  Stigler,  E.  C.  Pahlen,  P.  A.  Lindholm,  T.  J.  Wyatt,  J. 

E.  Dodd,  B.  F.  Noel.    . 

Holly  Sprinqs  No.  4— S.  D.  Hamilton,  A,  D.  Bailey. 

Rosalie  No.  5— W.  C.  Hatchcox,  Geo.  B.  Power. 

St.  Cyr  No.  6— A  large  number  attended  Devotional  Services. 

DeMoLay  No.  8— Thoe.  B.  Franklin,  H.  M.  Waddell. 

Cyrbne  No.  9— C.  M.  Rubush,  H.  Thornton,  A.  J.  Peck,  J.  L.  Spinks* 

F.  E.  Smith,  C.  W.  Schamber,  T.  A.  Baucum,  J.  C.  McClinton,  H. 
M.  Hayne,  E.  N.  Collins. 

IVANHOE  No.  10— W.  C.  Peeler. 

Mary  Savery  No.  14— J.  M.  Dickey. 

Delta  No.  18— C.  H.  West,  W.  H.  McLain,  Robert  Somerville,  W.  C. 

Boyd,  E.  L.  Grady. 
ABERDEEN  No.  17— E.  L.  Sykes. 

Coast  No.  19— S.  W.  Bradford,  G.  Edward  Park,  T.  W.  Grayson. 
West  Point  No.  20— Robert  Ware,  Wm.  Johnson,  B.  Y.  Rhodes. 
Coahoma,  U.  D.— G.  W.  Butler,  Jr. 

Courteously  submitted, 

Jas.  K.  Moorb, 
L.  A.  Benoist, 
Jno.  a.  Webb, 

Committee, 
The  report  was  received  and  committee  continued. 
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TbeR.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  Rev.  SirJno.  A.  B.  Jones,  then 
addressed  the  Grand  Ck)mmandery  as  follows : 

Address  of  Grand  Commander. 

Officers  and  Members  of  the  Grand  Commandery^QreeUng : 

Under  the  assuring  smiles  of  a  benignant  Providence  we  are  per- 
mitted to  meet' and  participate  in  the  opening  ceremonies  of  this  the 
Forty-first  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi.  At  the  holy  altar  we  have  offered  our  devotions,  and 
acknowledgea  our  gratitude  and  obligations  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for 
mercifully  defending  us  from  '*the  pestilence  that  walketh  in  darkness" 
and  from  **the  destruction  that  wasteth  at  noonday."  Another  twelve 
months  of  the  great  pilgrimage  of  life  through  which  we  are  now  pass- 
ing has  been  performed.  Another  year  of  that  continued  warfare,  with 
the  lying  deceits  and  vanities  of  the  world  in  which  it  is  necessary 
always  to  be  engaged  as  a  trial  of  our  courage  and  constancy,  has  been 
accomplished.  Another  year  of  penauce,  a  trial  of  humility,  and  that 
faith  in  our  Blessed  Redeemer  which  will  conduct  safely  through  the 
dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  and  land  the  enfranchised  spirit  in 
the  peaceful  abodes  of  those  counted  worthy  to  wear  the  crowns,  ha» 
ended. 

"While  with  ceaseless  course  the  sun 

Hasted  through  the  former  year, 
Many  souls  their  race  have  run, 

Ntver  more  to  meet  us  here  ; 
Fixed  in  an  eternal  state, 

They  have  done  with  all  below  ; 
/  We  a  little  longer  wait, 

But  how  little-— none  can  know." 

For  every  inconvenience  and  discomfort  in  gathering  here,  we  are 
already  abundantly  compensated  by  the  Knightly  greeting  and  genuine 
hospitality  of  our  fraters  of  St.  Cyr  Commandery  No.  6,  and  the  citizens 
of  Water  Valley. 

We  were  privileged  to  witness  the  close  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
the  most  remarkable  century  in  the  history  of  the  world,  unsurpassed, 
or  equaled,  in  the  triumphs  of  science,  art,  literature,  commerce, 
wealth,  and  the  advancement  of  civilization,  and  the  Christian  religion ; 
also  to  witness  the  gorgeous  and  auspicious  dawning  of  the  morning  of 
the  twentieth  century.  Loud,  authoritative,  and  imperative,  are  the 
calls  to  gratitude,  privilege,  duty,  and  activity. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  united,  earnest  work.  Peace 
and  harmony  have  prevailed  throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and 
success  has  crowned  the  labors  of  the  valiant  Sir  Knights. 

TEMPLAR  DEAD. 

We  cannot  be  too  often  reminded  that  we  are  born  to  die.  Let  us 
pause  here  and  hearken  to  lessons  on  our  mortality.    I  have  received 
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notice  that  eleven  names  must  be  transferred  from  our  roster  to  the 
memorial  page. 

Past  Grand  Commander  G.  W.  Cox  died  at  his  home  in  Columbus, 
July  9th,  1900. 

Ex-Gov.  John  M.  6tone,  P.  6.  M.,  P.  E.  C,  March  26th,  1900. 

**No  more  the  trenchant  blade  to  wield, 
No  more  the  helmet  and  the  shield, 
The  Templar's  strife  is  o'er." 

Maj.  William  Starling,  p.  a.  M.,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  P.  G.  C.  Born  in  Colum- 
l>us,  Ohio,  January  25th,  1839.  Died  in  Greenville,  Mississippi,  Decem- 
ber 10th,  1900. 

'^The  bravest  lives  are  those  to  duty  wed-, 

Whose  deeds,  both  fi^reat  and  small, 
Are  close  knit  strands  of  an  unbroken  thread 

When  love  enobles  all— 
The  world  may  90und  no  trumpet's,  ring  no  bells, 
The  Book  of  Life  the  shining  record  tells." 

Many  illustrious  Fraters  whose  names  and  fame  are  treasured  upon 
the  records  of  our  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions  are  reported  dead. 

**Death  has  not  slain  them,  they  are  freed,  not  slain. 

It  is  the  gate  of  life,  and  not  of  death 
That  they  have  entered,  and  the  grave  in  vain 

Has  tried  to  stifle  the  immortal  breath. 

**A11  that  was  death  in  them  is  now  dissolved  ; 

For  death  can  only  what  is  death's  destroy  ; 
And  when  this  earth's  short  ages  have  revolved. 

The  disimprisoned  life  comes  forth  with  joy." 

• 

I  have  received  official  notices  of  the  following : 

Arkansas— Samuel  Wright  Williams,  P.  G.  c,  died  March  14,  1900. 

Arkansas— Thomas  Moore,  Grand  Prelate,  died  June  18,  1900. 

Arkansas— Robert  Maxwell  Smith,  G.  C,  died  September  19,  1900. 

California — Thomas  H.  Caswell,  Grand  Representative  of  Missis- 
sippi near  Grand  Commandery  of  California. 

North  Carolina— Horace  H.  Munson,  G.  R.,  P.  G.  c,  died  September 
14,  1900. 

Indiana — Nicholas  Randle  Ruckle,  P.  G.  c,  died  May  4,  1900. 

Iowa— Edward  Augustus  Gullbert,  P.  G.  c,  died  March  4,  1900. 

Iowa — Abram  Leon  Beardslee,  P.  D.  Q.  c,  died  April  7,  1900. 

Iowa— Robert  Lee  Clarke,  G.  C.  G.,  died  February  7,  1900. 

Illinois— William  Hebron  Turner,  p.  g.  C,  died  November  12,  1900. 

Illinois— Haswell  C.  Clarke,  P.  G.  c,  died  January  16,  1901. 

Kansas— Clark  Gray,  P.  G.  C,  died  January  22,  1900. 

Kansas— Silas  Elam  Sheldon,  P.  G.  o.,  died  April  19,  1900. 

Kentucky— John  Speed  Smith,  Grand  Prelate,  died  February  8,  1900. 

Kentucky— Reginald  Heber  Thompson,  Grand  Representative  of 
Mississippi  near  Grand  Commandery  of  Kentucky,  died  September  14, 
19QQ. 

Maryland— William  H.  Clark,  p.  o.  c,  died  June  18,  1900. 
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Missouri— Leslie  Orear,  p.  g.  c,  died  June  26,  1900. 
Missouri— Benjamin  F.  Nelson,  g.  J.  W.,  died  November  21, 1900. 
Missouri— James  Frances  Agler,  P.  G.  c,  died  January  24,  1901. 
Nebraska— Richard  P.  R.  Miller,  P.  G.  c,  died  February  14, 1900. 
Nebraska— James  A.  Culleys,  P.  G.  c,  died  January  21,  1901. 
New  York— John  Franklin  Sbafer,  G.  R.,  July  4,  1900. 
Ohio— Horace  Reed  Bradbury,  G.  c,  died  March  10,  1900. 
Texas— Franklin  Barlow  Sexton,  P.  G.  M.,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  P.  G.  o.,  died 
April  15,  1900, 

Wisconsin— John  Warren  Laflin,  G.  R.,  died  August  30,  1900. 

WAIVER  OP  JURISDICTION. 

In  the  address  of  my  illustrious  predecessor,  John  S.  Cobb,  Grand 
Commander,  see  page  12,  proceedings  February,  1900,  a  statement  i» 
made  of  the  delay  in  securing  waiver  of  jurisdiction  from  Louisiana, 
where  it  is  considered  the  prerogative  of  the  Grand  Commander  to  waive 
jurisdiction,  and  denying  the  power  to  the  Subordinate  Commandery 
within  whose  jurisdiction  the  petitioner  resides. 

March  2nd  my  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  since  January  25th, 
1899,  St.  £lmo  Commandery  No.  18,  had  been  persistently  striving  to 
secure  waiver  of  jurisdiction  over  a  Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason  liv« 
\ng  in  Hammond,  La.  I  wrote  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  Louisiana  in- 
quiring what  disposition  was  made  of  the  application  from  St.  Elmo 
Commandery  No.  18,  Brookhaven,  Miss.,  for  waiver  of  jurisdiction  over 
Companion  D.  Curry,  of  Hammond,  La.,  inviting  his  attention  to  the 
fact  that  this  case  had  become  a  part  of  the  records  of  two  G.*and  Com- 
manderies,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi.  His  prompt  reply  is  herewith 
appended  : 

Office  of  Grand  Recorder 
OF  THE  Grand  Commandkry  Knights  Templar 

OF  THIS  State  of  Louisiana, 

New  Orleans,  March  lOth,  1900. 

Jl  A.  B.  JoneSy  Esq,,  B.  Em,  Grand  Grand  Commander  K.  T,,  Brandon, 
jyRssissippi — Dear  Si^  ami  B.  E.  F rater  : 

Yours  of  the  7th  inst.,  relative  to  waiver  of  jurisdiction  by  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Louisiana,  on  the  application  of  Companion  D.  Curry,  a 
resident  of  Louisiana,  applying  to  St.  Elmo  Commandery  No.  17,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  was  duly  received.  I  find  the 
followinGT  on  the  records  of  the  Conclave.  Letters  and  telegrams  were 
read  by  the  Grand  Recorder  from  the  Em.  Commander  of  St.  Elmo  Com- 
mandery No.  18  of  Mississippi,  requesting:  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  over 
Companion  D.  Curry,  a  member  of  a  Chapter  in  Louisiana,  and  a  resi- 
dent thereof,  who  has  applied  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  to  their 
Commandery,  he  living  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  while 
the  nearest  one  to  his  residence  in  Louisiana  is  over  sixty  miles.  On 
motion  of  the  Grand  Recorder  the  request  was  unanimously  granted. 

I  informed  the  Recorder  of  No.  18  by  letter  of  above  action.    With 
kind  regards  I  remain 

Courteously  yours, 

Richard  Lambert,  Grand  Recorder. 
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NEW  COMMANDERY. 

February  20tb,  1900,  Mary  Savery  Commaodery  No.  14  waa  char- 
tered.    This  Commandery  T  bad  the  pleasure  of  oonstituting  April  12th9 
1900,  ably  assisted  by  Sir  Knights  Frank  Burkitt  as  E.  G.  G.;  P.  M. 
Savery  as  E.  G.  P.;  John  S.  Cobb,  E.  G.  M.;  JohnW.  MoAnulty,  G.  Re- 
corder. 

With  the  following  officers  : 

James  P.  Collier,  £.  C;  George  H.  Beemer,*Gen'o;  fravers  A.  Read, 
C.  G. 

The  ceremonies  were  conducted  in  the  Asylum.  The  following  offi- 
cers were  elected  and  installed  : 

James  P.  Collier,  E.  C;  George  H.  fieemer,  Gen'o;  Travers  A.  Read, 
C.  G.;  J.  W.  Gilbert,  P.;  John  H.  Collier,  S.  W.;  Charles  M.  Taylor,  J. 
W.;  James  W.  Zachery,  Treasurer;  John  W.  McAnulty,  Recorder;  James 
R.  P.  Cameron,  St.  B.;  Wain  W.  Fitzgerald,  Sw.  B.:  James  M.  Dickey » 
Warder;  Clarence  W.  McCord,  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

COMMANDERY   REORGANIZED. 

Coahoma  Commandery,  U.  D.,  was  reorganized  July  19,  1900,  and 
several  Comps.  R.  A.  M.  were  Knighted.  In  conferring  the  Orders  in- 
valuable services  were  rendered  by  Sir  Knights  G.  D.  Brown,  Wm. 
James,  C.'3.  Romberger,  of  St.  Cyr  Commandery,  and  J.  L.  Spinksof  Gy- 
rene No.  9. 

I  recommend  that  charter  be  granted  Coahoma  Commandery. 

COMMANDERY  REVIVED. 

April  18th,  1900,  Delta  Commandery  No.  16,  Greenville,  Miss.,  was 
resuscitated.  1  was  aided  in  this  noble  and  glorious  work  by  that 
ubiquitous  and  indomitable  worker,  Sir  J.  L.  Spinks,  Grand  Lecturer 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  The  Orders  were  conferred  upon  six  can- 
didates. Sir  E.  N.  Thomas,  E.  C,  deserves  great  credit  for  earnest,  per- 
sistent efforts  to  revive  his  Commandery. 

May  4,  1900,  aided  again  by  the  combination  worker,  J.  L.  Spinks, 
Mississippi  Commandery  No.  1,  was  visited  and  six  Comps.  R.  A.  M. 
Knighted. 

NEW    COMMANDERY. 

All  statutory  requirements  having  been  complied  with  I  issued  Dis- 
pensation for  a  new  Commandery  in  Yazoo  City,  to  be  known  as  Yazoo 
Commandery,  appointing  Sirs  G.  D.  Brown,  E.  C;  C.  E.  Romberger,  G.; 
R.  A.  Stigler,  C.  G. 

February  5ih,  1901,  Yazoo  Commandery  was  organized.  The  Orders 
were  conferred  upon  sixteen  candidates.  Indispensable  assistance  was 
rendered  by  Sir  Knights  G.  D.  Brown,  C.  E.  Romberger  and  William 
James  of  St.  Cyr  No.  6,  R.  A.  Stigler  and  S.  M.  Smith  of  Lexington  No. 
3,  W  B.  Taylor  of  Mississippi  No.  1.  The  following  were  selected  and 
appointed  to  act  as  the  officers  :  M.  lu.  Stigler,  E.  C;  —  HoUingsworth, 
C.  G.;  J.  A.  B.  Kelly,  Generalissimo. 

I  recommend  that  charter  be  granted  to  Yazoo  Commandery. 
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DISPENSATIONS  GRANTED. 

The  following  interpretation  of  the  law  covering  most  of  the  appli- 
cations, has  governed  me  in  granting,  or  refusing  the  dispensations  : 

"Petitions  for  the  Orders  *  *  *  cannot  be  received  and  acted  upon 
except  at  stated  Ck>nclaves." 

*' Dispensations  must  be  asked  for  by  vote  of  the  Commandery." 
* 'There  must  be  a  petition  before  it  and  not  one  in  anticipation  upon 
which  for  it  to  act."  "If  the  Grand  Commander  were  present  in  person 
at  a  Stated  Ck>nclave  of  which  it  was  voted  to  ask  for  a  special  dispensa- 
tion, or  if  he  could  be  reached  by  wire  or  otherwise  after  the  vote  was 
taken,  and  the  Conclave  should  last  long  enough  for  his  answer  to  be 
received,  he  undoubtedly  would  have  power  to  grant  it,  and  thereby 
enable  a  Commandery  to  proceed  with  all  other  steps  required  at  once." 
— ^Proceedings  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  1899,  pages  4-7. 

April  9tb,  1900.  To  West  Point  Commandery  No.  20,  to  appear 
in  Templar  uniform,  to  conduct  public  religious  services  Sunday,  April 
15th,  commemorative  of  the  death,  resurrection  and  ascension  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  the  Redeemer  of  the  world. 

May  10th,  1900.  To  Aberdeen  Commandery  No.  17,  being  "present 
in  x)erson"  to  ballot  out  of  time  and  confer  Templar  Orders. 

May  11th,  1900.  To  Ivanhoe  Commandery  No.  10,  being  "present  in 
person,"  to  ballot  out  of  time  and  confer  the  Orders. 

April  18th,  1900.  To  Delta  Commandery  No.  16,  being  "present  in 
porson"  to  receive  petitions,  ballot  out  of  time  and  confer  Orders. 

May  4th,  1900.  To  Mississippi  Commandery  No.  1,  being  "present 
in  person"  to  ballot  out  of  time  and  confer  the  Orders. 

May  10th,  1900.  To  Cyrene  Commandery  No.  9.  Vote  taken  at 
Stated  Conclave  to  request  dispensation,  request  made  by  telephone 
"and  the  Conclave  lasted  long  enough  for  answer  to  be  received,"  and 
the  dispensation  was  granted  to  ballot  out  of  time  and  confer  the 
Orders. 

July  19th,  1900.  To  Coahoma  Commandery,  U.  D.,  being  "present 
in  person"  to  receive  petitions,  ballot  out  of  time  and  confer  Orders. 

August  1st,  1900.  To  Aberdeen  Commandery  No.  17,  to  ballot  out 
of  time  and  confer  Orders. 

August  25th,  1900.  To  Hattiesburg  Commandery  No.  21,  being 
**present  in  person"  lo  ballot  out  of  time  a»jd  confer  the  Orders. 

November  8th,  1900.  To  Cyrene  Commandery  No  9,  being  "present 
in  person"  to  ballot  out  of  time  and  confer  the  Orders. 

November  2l8t,  1900.  To  Magnolia  Commandery  No.  2,  being 
"present  in  person"  to  ballot  out  of  time  and  confer  the  Orders. 

November  22nd,  1900.  To  Coahoma  Commandery,  U.  D.,  being 
"present  in  person"  to  ballot  out  of  time  and  confer  the  Orders. 

December  13th,  1900.  St.  Elmo  Commandery  No.  18,  being  "pres- 
ent in  person"  to  ballot  out  of  time  and  confer  the  Orders. 

February  5th,  1901  To  Yazoo  Commandery,  U.  D.,  being  "present 
in  person"  to  receive  petitions,  ballot  out  of  time,  and  confer  Orders. 
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February  25th,  1901.  To  St.  Cyr  Ck)mmandery  No  6,  being  "pres- 
ent in  person"  to  ballot  out  of  time  and  confer  Orders. 

February  26,  1901.  Installed  J.  C.  Bradford,  Senior  Warden,  and  T. 
W.  Grayson,  Prelate  of  Coast  Commandery  No.  19. 

DISPENSATIONS  REFUSED. 

May  9th,  1900.    Request  not  made  by  vote  at  Stated  Conclave. 

July  10th,  1900.  At  Stated  Conclave  petition  received,  by  vote  re- 
quest for  special  dispensation  to  ballot  out  of  time  and  confer  the  Orders 
because  petitioner  will  soon  remove.  Reason  given  did  not  justify 
granting  dispensation. 

February  11th,    1901.    *^We  have  an  Application  for  the  Templar 

degrees  in Conunandery  No.  — ,  but  there  will  be  no   regular 

meeting  of  the  Commandery  before  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery aL  which  we  can  ballot  on  the  party ." 

I  replied,  '*The  limitations  and  restrictions  by  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment are  such  a  dispensation  now  would  fail  to  meet  your  case.  You 
can  receive  the  petition  at  a  Stated  Conclave,  and  take  ballot  at  end  of 
two  weeks.    See  Constitution  and  Code  page  43,  Title  VII.,  section  1. 

January  15th,  1901.     **To  confirm  action  of  Commandery,  No. 

—  in  the  election  of  officers  out  of  time,  and  at  a  called  meeting.'' 

I  wad  not  furnished  with  any  reasons  why  the  officers  were  elected 
out  of  time  and  at  a  called  meeting,  neither  was  evidence  given  that  the 
meeting  was  called  for  the  election  of  officers  or  that  due  and  timely  no- 
tice had  been  given  each  member  of  the  Commandery. 

To  confirm  the  action  in  the  election  of  officers  out  of  time  and  at  a 
called  meeting,  might  have  the  unanimous  approval  of  Commandery  and 
relieve  what  is  regarded  a  necessity,  but  it  would  sanction  a  dangerous 
but  unmasonic  precedent. 

February  22,  1901 .  To  receive  petitions,  ballot  and  confer  Orders 
at  same  meeting .  Statute  of  Grand  Encampment  denies  authority  for 
the  dispensation .  Request  not  made  by  vote  of  Commandery  at  Stated 
Conclave.    Grand  Commander  cannot  be  present  in  persvn. 

GRAND    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Commissions  to  Grand  Representatives  of  this  Grand  Commandery 
prepared  by  our  Grand  Recorder,  I  signed  and  forwarded  September  14, 
1900,  to  A.  H.  Bryant,  to  fill  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Grand 
Representative  Riginald  Heber  Thompson,  near  Grand  Commandery  of 
Kentucky.  December  14th,  1900,  to  Carroll  Cook,  to  fill  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  Grand  Representative  Thomas  H.  Caswell,  near 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  California.  1  attach  the  letter  of  accept- 
ance. 

San  Francisco,  Dec.  28,  1900. 

B.\  E.\  Sir  J,  A.  B.  Jones,  B.\  Er.  Grand  Ckmimaiider  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  : 

R.  *.    E.  •.    Sir    and  Frater  :— Permit  me  to  acknowledge,  with 
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thanks,  the  honor  oonferred  upon  me  by  the  oommiseion  which  I  received 
▼esterdsy  as  Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  Cali- 
fomia. 

1  fully  appreciate  the  honor  and  shall  faithfully  discharge  the  trust. 

Courteously  and  fraternally, 

Carroll  Cook, 
California  Commandery  No.  1. 

OALVESTON. 

September  13th  I  received  the  following  telegram  : 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Sept.  11,  1900. 

Itev.  John  A.  A.  JoneSy  Brandon,  Jliias.: 

The  recent  storm  in  Texas  has  left  numb^ps  of  our  fraters  in  dire 
distress  and  immediate  relief  is  needed.  Appeal  to  your  Commanderies 
to  send  at  once  what  they  can.  WirC'Or  eend  to  Henry  B.  Stoddard,  De- 
puty Grand  Master,  at  Galveston,  Texas. 

Reuben  C.  Lloyd,  Grand  Master. 
Attest  :    Wm.  P.  Matol,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  following  was  sent  to  each  Commandery  within  this  Grand  Jur- 
isdiction : 

Office  Grand  Commander,        ) 
Brandon,  Miss.,  Sept.  14, 1900.     f 

To  Eminent  Commanders : 

Dear  Sir  Knights  : — A  terrible  calamity  has  overtaken  the  city  of 
i^alveston.  Thousands  of  its  citizens  are  dead,  and  thousands  more  are 
homeless  and  destitute.  Many  of  our  brethren  have  perished  and  such 
of  the  families  as  remain  must  be  cared  for.  I  have  wired  fifty  dollars 
for  our  Grand  Commandery,  and  appeal  to  the  several  Commanderies 
for  such  contributions  as  it  may  be  convenient  to  forward  immediately 
Send  to  Grand  Recorder  J.  L-  Power  and  he  will  give  prompt  and 
proper  direction.  If  your  Commandery  does  not  meet  within  the  next 
few  days  after  receipt  of  this,  it  will,  I  am  sure,  ratify  any  contribution 
you  may  send  in  its  behalf . 

Fraternally, 

J.  A.  B.  Jones,  Grand  Commander. 

I  also  sent  the  following  to  the  R.  - .   E.  * .   Grand  Commander  of 

Texas : 

Office  Grand  Commander,        \ 
Brandon,  Miss.,  Sept.  15,  1900.     j 

8ir  A.  B,  Howardy  Br .  E,- .  Qrand  Commander,  BeUon,  'lexas: 

My  Dear  Sir  Knight  : — Permit  me  to  express  to  you,  and  through 
you,  to  our  Fraters  in  Texas,  the  sorrow  and  sympathy  of  the  Knights 
Templar  of  .Uississippi .  I  have  promulgated  the  following  (see  above 
for  copy  ) 

I  know  a  generous  people  will  liberally  contribute  now  to  innocent 
maidens,  destitute  widows,  heluless  orphans,  and  the  Christian  religion. 

Yours  fraternally, 

J.  A.  B   Jones,  Grand  Commander. 

September  21,  1900,  I  received  the  following  reply  : 
c-2 
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Office  of  Grand  Commandery 
Knights  Templar  of  Texas, 
Palestine.  Texas,  Sept.  19, 1900. 


} 


F. • .  jB. • .  J".  A.  B.  Jones,  Grand  Commander  Knights  Templar  Missis- 
sippi, Brandon,  Miss.: 

• 

Dear  Sir  and  Frater  :— Yours  of  Soptember  I5tb,  addressed  to  me 
at  Helton,  Texas,  was  duly  received  after  beinf?  forwarded  to  me  from 
that  place.  I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  kind  words  of  sympathy  ex- 
pressed by  yourself  personally  and  for  the  Sir  Knights  In  your  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  also  for  the  interest  shown  by  you  in  giving  and  soliciting 
aid  from  your  Command eries  for  our  sufferers  in  Galveston.  It  is  grate- 
fully received  and  will  be  expended  in  their  behalf  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  Sir  H  B.  Stoddard,  the  Deputv  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Masonic 
work  of  relief  in  the  city  of  Galveston . 

Our  Masonic  brethren  have  suffered  severely  both  in  the  loss  of  life 
among  themselves  and  families,  and  also  the  living  have  in  many  in- 
stances l0J>t  their  all  a'^d  will  have  to  commence  life  anew.  They  are 
working  manfully  to  help  themselves  all  they  can  but  they  all  appreciate 
the  love  and  knightly  aia  rendered  them  by  all  Sir  Knights  throughout 
the  land.  Trusting  that  those  in  your  jurisdiction  may  never  be  visited 
with  such  severe  affliction,  I  am, 

Courteously  yours, 
A.  K.  Howard,  Grand  Commander  K   T.  Texas. 

by-laws. 

My  attention  being  called,  by  Sir  Knight  Frederic  Speed,  chairman 
Committee  Templar  Law,  to  the  fact  '^That  there  is  not  a  Commandery 
which  has  any  by-laws,  and  before  they  can  have  any  it  is  necessary  for 
them  to  draft  them  and  then  to  have  the  Grand  Commandery  approve 
them,*'    I  issued  the  following  : 


Grand  Commandery  of  Kniqhts  Templar, 
Headquarters  of  the  Grand  Commander 
Brandon,  Nov.  1,  1900. 


•( 


To  the  Eminent  Cominandev  of Commandery,  No.  . . . 

Eminent  Sir: — At  the  last  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery the  whole  body  of  laws  formerly  in  force  in  this  Jurisdiction 
for  the  government  of  Templar  Masonry,  were  abrogated  and  those  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  are  now  the  law  in  Missis- 
sippi. Under  this  law  each  Commandery  must  make  its  own  by-laws 
and  send  them  up  for  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Commandery  before 
they  can  become  operative,  and  so  with  all  amendments  hereafter 
adopted  by  Commanderies.  To  meet  this  condition  it  will  be  necessary 
for  your  Commandery  to  adopt  by-laws  and  send  them  for  approval  to 
the  next  Annual  Conclave,  and  in  the  meantime,  in  order  that  it  may 
not  be  without  any  rules  for  its  government,  I  order  and  ordain  that  the 
uniform  code  of  by-laws  heretofore  in  force,  in  this  Jurisdiction,  be  ob- 
served in  all  their  requirements,  except  where  there  be  a  conflict  be- 
tween them  and  the  Statutes  of  t^e  Grand  Encampment. 

I  suggest  that  your  Commandery  adopt  the  accompanying  Code  of 
bv-laws,  prepared  at  my  reauest,  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Templar  Law,  filling  up  the  blanks  as  local  convenience  may  require. 

Courteously, 

J.  A.  B.  Jones,  Grand  Commander. 

J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder. 
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CHRISTMAS  OBSEItVANCE. 

November  20th,  I  received  the  foUotvlDg : 


■■\ 


Grand  Encampment  Knights  Templar,  U.  S.  A. 
Office  of  the  Committee  on  Christmas  Observance. 
Portland,  Maine,  Nov.  15,  1900. 

Dear  Prater  : — The  followinjr  sentiment  has  been  prepared  for 
-the  coming  Christmas : 

To.  our  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master,  Rebuen  Hedlet 
Lloyd  :  A  merry  Christmas,  and  may  the  comine  cen- 
tury fulfill  the  golden  promise  of  Pe<ice  on  Earth  and 
Good  Will  toward  men. 

The  Grand  Master  sends  the  following  response  : 

Templars  :    I  wish  you  a  happy  and  prosperous  New  Year. 
When   all  keep  the    new    commandment   of   Our  Re- 
deemer, the  golden  promise  will  be  fulfilled.    You  are 
obligated  to  labor  unremittingly  to  bring  to  pass  that 
perfection  of  man's  moral  and  intellectual  development. 
In  the  Gospel  of  St.  John,  XIII  chapter,  34th  verse,  you 
will  find  the  new  commandment. 
Will  you  join  in  these  sentiments  on  Tuesday,  December  25th,  at 
-noon  Eastern  Standard  time,  (equivalent  to  5  P.  M.  Greenwich,)  and  will 
you  extend  the  invitation  to  your  command,  as  well  as  to  all  true  Tem- 
plars and  their  friends,  wheresoever  dispersed,  on  land  or  sea. 

Courteously  and  fraternally  yours, 

Stephen  Berry,  Committee. 

November  26th,  I  promulgated  the  following : 

Office  of  Grand  Commander  ) 

Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  >- 

State  of  Mississippi.  ) 

Brandon,  Miss.,  Nov.  28th,  1900. 

To  the  Officers  of  the  Grand  Cominandery  of  Mississippi^  and  to  the  Officers 
and  !Sir  Knights  of  the  Subordinate  Commander iesy  Greeting  : 

The  following  seniiment  has  been  prepared  by  the  committee  of  the 
*Grand  Encampment  for  the  coming  Christmas  observance  : 

**To  our  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master,  Reuben  Hedley 
Lloyd  :  A  Merry  Christmas,  and  may  the  coming  cen- 
tury fulfill  the  golden  promise  of  Peace  on  Earth  and 
Good  Will  toward  Men." 

The  Grand  Master  sends  the  following  response : 

Templars  :  *'I  wish  you  a  happy  and  prosperous  New  Year. 
When  all  keep  the  commandment  of  Our  Redeemer, 
the  golden  promise  will  be  fulfilled.  You  are  obligated 
to  labor  unremittingly  to  bring  to  pass  that  perfection 
of  man's  moral  and  intellectual  development. 

**In  the  Gospel  of  St.  John,  XIII  chapter,  34th  verse,  you 
will  find  the  new  commandment." 

It  is  earnestly  requested  that  each  Knight  Templar  of  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  with  their  families,  and  visiiing  Praters  assemble  in  their 
respective  Asylums,  Tuesday,  December  25th,  1900,  at  11  a.  M.,  to  en- 
dorse these  inspiring  sentiments. 
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Your  Grand  Commander  with  very  great  pleasure  hereby  extead»- 
to  each  Sir  Knight  his  personal  greetings. 

Com  man  denes  observing  these  ceremonies  will  please  report  to  me- 
direct. 

Sincerely, 
J.  A.  B.  Jones,  Grand  Commander. 
Attest :    J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder. 

While   willing  to  comply  with  any  order  or  request,  when  legally 
made,  and  to  observe  any  custom  that  will  honor  our  Lord  and  Master, 
Jesus  Christ,  I  am  unshaken  in  the  belief  that  this  Christmas  Toast  fad'. 
should  be  placed  upon  the  Retired  List. 

RITUALS. 

From  well  authenticated  and  universally  accepted  Masonic  history 
we  leara  there  was  a  time  when  the  Craftsmen  placed  a  very  high  esti- 
mate upon  skilled  workmen,  such  as  Tubal  Cain,  Hiram  Abif,  and  those 
who  wrought  in  the  clay  grounds  in  the  plains  of  Zura,  and  delighted  to 
honor  those  proving  themselves  more  proficient  than  their  companions^ 
but  refused  to  manifest  any  special  appreciation  by  premiums  or  promo- 
tion of  those  capable,  ready  and  willing  to  cut,  carve,  print,  paint,  stamp, 
stain,  mark  or  engrave.    There  were  giants  in  those  days,  our  fathers 
tell  us,  the  tall  sons  of  Anak,  Masonic  athletes,  with  such  trained  vision 
as  to  detect  instantly  the  slightest  deflection  from  eyesight,  horizontal  or 
perpendicular,  requiring  every  i  to  be  dotted,  every  t  to  be  crossed  to- 
pass  inspection,   ears  so  trained,  attentive  and  familiar,  as  to  notice  a 
changed  pronunciation,  the  slightest  omission,  or  insignificant  addition, 
ready  to  elaborately  exemplify  the  work  transmitted,  and  with  Herculean 
strength  arrest,  expel,   annihilate  any  innovation.     Under  the  present 
regime  of  training  I  seriously  fear  the  inevitable  result  will  be  a  genera- 
tion of  pigmies,  halt,  blind,  deaf,  dumb,  without  self-reliance,  ambition, 
or  even  a  laudable  desire  to  become  proficient.     My  deliberate  conclu- 
sion is  that  it  was  a  misfortune,  a  direful  calamity  to  Christian  Knight- 
hood, when  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  of  America 
established  a  crutch  factory  and  authorized  and  ^opened  a  distributing 
bureaucracy  to  supply  upon  demand  each  Commandery  within  the  juris- 
diction as  many  crutches  as  required,  guaranteed  by  the  R.'.  E.*.  Grand 
Master,  and  attested  by  the  R.*.   E.'.   Grand  Recorder,  to  be  of  ap- 
proved material,  regulation  style,  weight  and  officially  numbered.    I  am 
rejoiced  to  know  many  of  the  Eminent  Commanders  and  other  officers  in 
this  Grand  Jurisdiction  prefer  the  old  way  of  walking.    It  would  no 
doubt  secure  a  rapid,  robust  and  efficient  development  if  our  <3rand  Re- 
corder  was  required    to  see  that  every  Ritual  distributed  pursuant  to 
General  Order  of  the  Grand  Master  be  returned  as  the  property  of  the 
Grand  Encampment. 

The  Order  of  the  Temple  is  one  of  the  sublimest  ceremonies  possible 
and  should  be  rendered  not  only  with  scrupulous  exactness,  but  by  those 
whose  hearts  are  en  rapport  with  the  inspiration  of  the  lessons  taught. 
The  whole  work  should  be  studied,  mastei-ed,  until  the  principles  are 
thoroughly  impressed  upon  the  mind,  until  the  very  words  have  been 
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wanned  into  breathing,  living,  burning  ideas.  Then  the  candidate 
'will  hear  with  joy  a  lesson  that  will  come  to  him  as  a  revelation— the 
-dawn  of  a  glorious  day,  and  he  will  be  inspired  to  higher  and  nobler 
purposes  and  appreciate  the  honor  of  being  admitted  among  those  val- 
iant Knights  whose  deeds  of  charity  and  pure  beneficence  have  spread 
i^eir  fame  both  far  and  wide. 

With  but  few  exceptions  each  of  our  Subordinate  Ckimmanderies 

; shows  encouraging  growth  and  commendable  proficiency.    The  lack  of 

prosperity  in  the  few  exceptions  is  due  almost  entirely  to  the  inefficiency 

.and  culpable  lethargy  of  those  upon  whom  rests  the  responsibility  of 

•conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Commandery. 

Rising  superior  to  the  domination  of  the  delusive  crcLze,  *  ^succession 

in  office,"  **keep  the  line  of  promotion,"  two  important  inquiries  should 

:govern  in  the  selection  of  officers :    Is  he  fitted  for  the  duties  ?    Will  he 

give  diligence  and  so  perfect  himself  in  the  work  as  to  perform  those 

.duties  with  credit  to  himself  and  honor  to  the  Commandery  ? 

.  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

That  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  take  such  action  as  may 
-seem  best  to  secure  relief  from  the  interpretation  of  Section  1,' Title 
XXXV,  by  the  M  •.  E  *.  Grand  Master  R.  H.  Lloyd,  in  reference  to 
voluntary  non-affiliation  in  Lodge  and  Chapter. 

That  some  plan  be  adopted  for  formal  official  inspection  of  Comman- 
-deries  and  the  promulgation  of  the  prescribed  work. 

That  this  Grand  Commandery  return  to  the  just  and  equitable  rule 
^f  paying  the  actual  expenses  necessary  of  members  to  attend  the  Annual 
•Grand  Conclave. 

CONCLUSION. 

I  here  record  my  grateful  acknowledgment  and  most  profound  ap- 
preciation of  the  prompt,  cheerful  and  valuable  co-operation,  and  for  the 
-genuine  and  unstinted  kindness  of  officers  and  members  of  the  several 
-Commanderies^in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

To  our  worthy  Grand  Recorder  I  am  under  special  obligations  for  in- 
valuable aisistance. 

Now,  Sir  Knights,  please  pardon  my  seeming  want  of  brevity  in  this 
address.  I  have  endeavored  to  confinejmyself  to  such  matters  as  are  of 
official  importance  to  you. 

Let  us  ever  strive  that  our  honor  may  be  as  unsullied  as  the  glitter- 
ing blade  we  hold  ready  to  be  drawn  in  the  cause  to  which  we  have  so 
•solemnly  consecrated  it,  hoping  ever,  and  praying  always,  for  the  advent 
-of  that  glorious  day  when  ^'the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  house  shall  be  es- 
i^blished  in  the  top  of  the  mountains;"  when  "swords  shall  be  beaten 
into  ploughshares  and  spears  into  pruning  hooks;"  when  * 'nation  shall 
not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither  shall  they  learn  war  any  more;" 
when  the  reign  of  the  Blessed  Emanuel,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  the  Great 
Oaptain  of  our  Salvation,  shall  become  universal  and  eternal."    May  we 
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all  at  last  be  greeted  as  brethren  and  received  into  the  widely  extended^ 
arms  of  the  Blessed  Redeemer  : 

''Like  a  mighty  anny 

Move  chimren  of  God, 
Sir  Knights,  we  ar^  treading 

Where  the  saints  have  trcd. 
We  are  not  divided, 

All  one  Body  we, 
One  in  hope  and  doctrine, 

One  in  charity. 
Onward,  Christian  soldiers, 

Marching  as  to  war. 
With  the  cross  of  Jesus 

Going  on  before."  » 

J.  A.  B.  Jones,  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  George  C.  Myers  olTered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

''Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander's  address- 
as  refers  to  necrology,  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  five. 

So  much  as  refers  to  waiver  of  jurisdiction,  to  a  special  committee  of  ' 
five. 

So  much  as  refers  to  dispensations  and  recommendations,  to  the- 
Committee  on  Templar  Law. 

R.'.  £.'.  Sir  E.  G.  DeLap  submitted  his  annual  report  on  Fraternal 
Corres^tondence,  in  pamphlet  form,  and  the  same  was  received,  and 
ordered  published  with  the  proceedings. 

At  1:30  P.  M.  the  Grand  Commandery  was  called  to  refreshment- 
until  2:30. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  labor  at  2:30  P.  M. 

The  v.*.  E.'.  Deputy  Grand  Commander  announced  the  following^ 
special  committees  on  matters  referred  to  in  the  address  of  the  Grand 
Commander : 

Necrology —Sirs  D.  B.  Waddell,  J.  P.  Carter,  Nolan  Stewart,  J.  P.. 
Collier,  William  James. 

Waiver  op  Jurisdiction— Sirs  B.  V.  White,  Jno.  K.  Fulson,  p.  o- 
C,  J.  J.  Brooks,  W.  B  Bradbury,  S.  M.  Smith. 

And  the  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  announced  as  the 

Finance  Committee— Sirs  E.   G.    DeLap,  A.    A.  Posey,  R.  H. 
Henry. 

The  Grand  Recorder  read  his  annual  report,  which  was  referred  to 
Finance  Committee. 
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R.eport  of  Ground  R.ecorder. 

Water  VALLEY,  February  26,  1901. 
ToiheBr.  E,\  Grand  Commandery : 

It  is  my  grea^X  privilege,  to  submit  tbia  my  Tbirty-first  Annual  Re- 
port: 

The  receipts  are  as  follows  : 


COMMANDEBY. 


MlsBinlppi 

Magnolia     ..  . 

LiBxington 

Holly  Springs. 

Rosalie 

St.  Cyr 

De  Molay 

Gyrene 

Ivanboe  

Aberdeen 

St.  Blmo 

Coast 

West  Point. . . . 

Hattiesbure... 
Coaboma  U.  D , 
Mary  Savery.< 


o 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

6 

8 
9 
10 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 


14 


P 

o 

Z 
O 

< 


33  00 
41  20 
88  84 
15  45 
51  20 
144  16 
35  02 
78  13 
83  50 
46  78 
61  35 
28  84 
60  90 
48  99 
100  00 
100  00 


> 


(0 
H 


< 

Eh 
Z 
H 


11  00 
2  50 

12  50 
15  50 
14  00 


9  80 
4  80 

isoo 

11  75 


$1017  36  $    96  85l$  826  16 


> 


41  20 

77  84 

12  95 
38  70 

128  66 
21  02 

78  13 
73  70 
41  98 

13  84 
49  15 
48  99 

100  00 
100  00 


Total  receipts $923  01 

Total  disbursements  1900 723  13 


Balance $199  88 

Wbicb,  witb  Treasury  balance  of  last  report,  makes  total  bal- 
ance  $  766  21 

Also  in  band,  for  tbe  business  of  1901 : 

Dispensation  of  Yazoo  Commandery 100  00 

Tbe  receipts  for  1900  will  oxceed  the  ordinary  expenses  for  1901, 

say 300  00 


$1166  21 
So  tbat  we  have  available  a  total  of  $1166.21. 

We  have  have  now  16  working  Commanderies,  and  2  Under  Dispen- 
sation, and  2  others  in  immediate  prospect. 

The  extinct  Commanderies  are :  Winona  No.  7,  Kosciusko  No.  11, 
Canton  No.  12,  Coeur  de  Leon  No.  13.  All  of  these  might  be  revived  by 
some  effort. 
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The  tabulation  of  returns  for  1900  shows  aii  increase  in  membership 
on  previous  year  of  144;  and  an  increase  in  Orders  conferred  of  73. 
Cyrene  No.  9  shows  the  largest  increase— 22  Knighted;  Magnolia  next — 
16  Knighted.    Following  is  a  summary  of  the  Returns  : 


< 

COMMANDERY. 

• 

o 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 

14 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

B 

36 
58 
27 
15 
43 
84 
31 
96 
60 
25 
27 
30 
56 
29 
45 
40 
17 

719 

p 

5 
19 

•  •  • 
•  ■ 

5 
14 

o 

m 
< 

1 

3 

■  •  ■  • 

1 

•  •  •  • 

2 

'   :       :      Reinstated. 

0/ 
••-1 

B 
Q 

2 

4 

1 

Suspended  Non- 
P.  of  Dues. 

Suspended  for  Ma- 
sonic Con . 

Expelled . 

1      • 

Mississippi 

Magnolia 

Lexington    

Hollv  SDrinf  8 

■  ■  ■  * 

2 

1 
1 

Rosalie 

2 

3 

1 

St.  Cyr 

DeMolay  

Cyrene  

Ivanhoe 

•  •  ■  ■ 

2 
1 

22 
12 

1 

•  ■  •  • 

2 
16 

3 
11 

7 
8 

125 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

8 

m     • 

3 

«  ■  • 

1 

Marv  Saverv  

Delta 

1 

fVD6ITCl66u  ••••••               ■• 

St.  Elmo 

The  Coast 

2 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  ■  ■ 

3 

1 
2 

•  ■  ■  • 

16 

5 

•  •  • 

•  ••••• 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

0 

•  •  • 

1 
1 

West  Point 

•     ■     «      ■ 

1 

16 

■  •  ■ 

.... 

•  ■  ■ 

10 

Hattiesbur^ 

Coahoma,  U.  D 

1 

•  ■       • 

10 

0 

10 

Mary  Commandery  at  Corinth,  re-chartered  as  Mary  Savery  No.  14, 
was  constituted  by  the  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commandery  on  12th  of  April. 

On  5th  of  February  inst.  the  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  personally 
assisted  in  the  organization  of  Yazoo  Commandery,  for  which  be  had 
granted  Dispensation. 

In  the  matter  of  Grand  Representatives,  I  have  made  record  of  the 
following : 

September  14th,  issued  commission  to  Sir  A.  H.  Bryant  to  fill 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Sir  Reginald  Heber  Thompson  near 
Grand  Commandery  of  Kentucky. 

September  22nd,  1900,  received  commission  for  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander J.  M.  Buchanan,  as  Representative  Grand  Commandery  Ne- 
braska, dated  September  1 ;  to  expire  Triennial  1903. 

On  13th  of  December  received  notice  of  the  death  of  Sir  Thomas 
H.  Caswell,  our  Representative  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Califor- 
nia. Our  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  was  pleased  to  commission  as  his 
successor  Sir  Carroll  Cook,  Generalissimo  of  California  Commandey 
No.  1  (Judge  of  Superior  Court). 
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February  18th,  1901,  received  commission  of  Sir  B.  V.  White,  Rep- 
resentative Grand  Commandery  of  New  Hampshire. 

Sir  E.  J.  Martin,  commissioned  by  Grand  Commandery  District  of 
C!olambia,  December  24th,  1S98,  was  inadvertently  omitted  from  the 
roll  of  Grand  Representatives  as  published  in  last  proceedings. 

On  23d  of  August,  forwarded  to  Grand  Recorder  of  Grand  Encamp- 
ment the  Report  and  dues  for  1900. 

The  Uniform  By-Laws,  prepared  by  Past  Grand  Commander  Speed, 
^rere  distributed  to  the  Command ories,  with  request  to  fill  certain 
blanks  in  same,  and  submit  to  Grand  Commandery  for  approval.  Three 
Oommanderies  have  complied.  The  others  appear  to  have  overlooked 
tihe  matter. 

The  death  roll  for  1900  contains  the  names  of  eleven  beloved  f raters 
who  completed  their  pilgrimage,  and  are  resting,  we  trust,  in  the  Grand 
asylum  on  high.  In  this  roll  is  included  the  names  of  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander G.  W.  Cox,  of  DeMolay  Commandery  No.  8.  He  died  at  his 
home  in  Columbus,  July  9.    He  was  Grand  Commander  in  1875. 

Wm.  Starling,  Delta  Commandery  No.  16,  died  at  his  home  in 
Oreenville  December  lOtb.    Grand  Commander  1898. 

John  F.  McCormick.  Coast  Commandery  No.  17,  Grand  Master  1881. 
Died  at  his  home  in  Biloxi  April  10th,  1900. 

J^hn  M.  Stone,  Grand  Master  189S,  member  of  Mary  Commandery 
No.  14  until  it  became  dormant,  and  expected  to  be  affiliated  on  its  reor- 
ganization. He  died  March  26th,  shortly  after  it  received  Dispensation 
to  resume  work. 

Aid  For  Ga.lve8ton. 

In  response  to  appeal  for  the  Texa^  flood-sufferers,  in  September 
last,  the  following  amounts  were  received  from  Commanderies  : 

Mississippi  No.  1 $  10  00 

DeMolay  No   8 5  00 

CvreneNo.  9 26  00 

Mary  Savery  No.  14 2  50 

West  Point  No.  20  5  00 

Hattiesburg  No.  21 20  00 


$  67  50 


A  few  Commanderies  anticipated  the  appeal,  and  forwarded  direct 
to  the  Relief  Committee. 

The  Chapters,  Councils  and  Lodges  contributing  will  be  reported  to 
the  several  Grand  Bodies. 

Among  the  first  and  most  generous  of  the  contributions  received  was 
^100.00  from  Hama^  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  and  a  like  sum  from  our 
big-hearted,  open-handed  Grand  Greneralissimo,  Sir  Harry  T.  Howard. 

Grateful  acknowledgments  were  received  for  this  timely  relief— the 
Amount  forwarded  by  me  being  $1,667.85. 
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A  SUGGESTION. 

It  was  a  cherished  object  .of  our  beloved, and  lamented  Past  Gnmd 
Commander  Wm.  G.  Pax  ton  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  & 
Hospital  Annex  to  the  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum  at  j^atchez,  so  that 
the  children,  when  sick,  can.  be  better  cared  for.  By  resolution  t^ie 
offerings  at  Devotion^  services,  in  1899  and  1900  werp.  set  apart  as  the 
necleus  of  such  a  fund.  About  one  thousand  dollars  is  .the  total  sum  re- 
quired. Sir  Kiiights,  this  is  an  object  worthy  your  sympathetic  anjd 
generous  consideration.  Let  us  rjaise  the  amount^  and  let  it  be  knowfi  a& 
'*The  Paxton  Memorial  Hospital."  A  donation  from  the  Grand  Com* 
mandery,  from  each  Subordinate  Commandery,  and  from  individual 
Knights,  would  do  us  all  good,  and  make  the  Lady  Managers  and  the 
children  very  happy. 

I  respectfully  renew  the  recommendation  made  at  last  Grand  Con- 
clave, that  Grand  Offiers  who  are  not  compensated  in  Grand  Chapter  or 
Grand  Lodge  be  allowed  their  necessary  expenses  in  attending  the 
Grand  Commandery.  It  seems  unreasonable  to  require  or  expect  at- 
tendance at  the  personal  expense  of  those  we  elect  to  office,  especially 
when  they  do  not  occupy  stations  in  the  other  Grand  Bodies. 

Courteously  submitted, 

J.  h,  PowEB,  Grand  Reoorder. 

The  report  was  referred  to  Finance  Committee. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  submitted  his  Annual  Account,  which  was  also 
referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Report  of  Grand  Treasurer. 

G.  J.  Bahin,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  the  Qrand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

DR. 

1900. 
Feb.  19.  To  balance $566  3S 

1901. 
Feb.  26.  From  Grand  Recorder  to  date 921  00 

$1489  34 
CR. 
1900. 

No.  1.  Grand  Encampment  dues  1900 $    16  53 

No.  2.  Proceedings  and  other  printing 176  85 

No.  3.  E  G.  DeLap,  Foreign  Correspond^  nee 100  00 

No.  4.  J.  Manz  Engraving  Co.,  portrait  Grand  Commander 4  50 

No.  5.  Natchez  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum 25  00 

No.  6.  Postage  and  express  28  40 

No.  7.  Grand  Recorder,  salary  1900 250  00 

No.  8.  G.  J.  Bahin,  salary  Grand  Treasurer 25  00 

No.  9.  Pay  Roll  1900 96  85 

1901.  $  723  13 

Feb.  36.  Balance  this  date 766  21 

Fraternally  submitted,  $1489  34 

G.  J.  Bahin,  Grand  Treasurer. 
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Gra.nd  EncaLinpnwDnt* 


Sir  E.  N.  Thomas,  chairman,  repot*ted  as  follows : 

February  15th,  190  J. 

7othe  Right  Eminent,  the  Orand  Commander : 

Your  .Committee  on  Triennial  Grand  Encampment  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report :  . 

In  Mav  last  the  chairman  of  this  committee  visited  the  city  of  Louis- 
ville, and  in  company  with  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  J.  L.  Power,  called  on 
Sir  .1.  1*.  Gathright,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Botels  for  the 
Twenty-eighth  Triennial  Conclave.  We  found  that  we  were  too  late  to 
secure  quarters  in  any  one  of  the  hotels  in  Louisville.  By  the  assistance 
of  Sir  Gathright,  who  was  exceedingly  kind  and  courteous,  we  succeeded 
in  securing  wnat  we  regarded  as  admirable  quarters  for  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  and  for  such  Mississippi  Sir  Knights 
and  their  families  as  desire  to  attend  the  Conclave. 

We  present  herewith  the  contract  in  writing  made  by  your  commit*^ 
tee  through  its  chairman  and  Sir  Gathright  for  these  quarters. 

Your  committee  hopes  that  it  may  confidently  rely  on  the  aid  of  the 
Sir  Knights  of  Mississippi  to  make  our  pilgrimage  to  and  sojourn  in 
Louisville  a  delightful  success.  If  sufficient  interest  is  taken  your  com- 
mittee could  arrange  a  delightful  itinerary.  But  until  your,  committee 
can  be  advised  as  to  the  number  that  will  attend  the  Triennial  it  does 
not  feel  justified  in  prosecuting  its  laoors  further  in  that  direction. 

Your  committee  would  earnestly  and  courteously  suggest  that  each 
member  of  this  Grand  Commandery  should  advise  with  his  Commandery 
immediately- on  his  return  home;  and  have  those  who  desire  to  attend  the 
Triennial  to  at  once  notify  our  Chairman,  Sir  E.  N.  Thomas,  Greenville, 
Miss.,  to  that  effect. 

The  committee  would  also  suggest  that  an  additional  sum  of  $500  be 
appropriated  for  the  use  of  your  committee. 

The  committee  most  earnestly  desire  that  Grand  Commandery  of 
Mississippi  be  provided  with  enough  means  to  decorate  its  quarters  with 
sufficient  elegance  and  to  entertain  with  such  hospitality  so  that  no  Mis- 
sissippian  shall  have  occasion  to  be  ashamed  of  the  Mississippi  Sir 
Knights. 

We  would  further  suggest  that  all  Sir  Knights  attending  the  Con- 
clave be  urged  to  provide  themselves  with  uniforms  and  wear  the  same, 
especially  when  visiting  and  receiving  and  in  parade. 

Courteously  submitted, 

E.  N.  Thomas,  Chairman. 

Sir  Thomas  gave,  orally,  additional  information,  and  made  an  earn- 
est appeal  for  a  full  attendance  and  an  early  enrollment  of  those  who  ex- 
pect to  represent  Mississippi  at  the  next  Triennial. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

'On  motion,  Past  Grand  Commander  J.  M.  Buchanan  was  added  to 
the  Trienn  al  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Sir  E.  G.  DeLap,  the  Grand  Commandery  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  with  Sirs  C.  W.  Gibson  and  J.  M.  Buch- 
anan as  tellers. 

v.*.  £.'.  Deputy  Grand  Commander  O.  L.  McKay  expressed  the  wish 
not  to  be  advanced,  in  view  of  the  demands  upon  his  time  by  stations  in 
other  Orders,  whereupon  Sir  Harry  T.  Howard,  Grand  Generalissimo, 
was  unanimously  elected  Grand  Commander. 
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Sir  Oliver  L.  McKay,  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  was  unanimously  re- 
elected to  the  same  station. 

Sir  Frank  Burkltt,  Grand  Captain-General,  declined  advancement, 
and  nominated  Sir  R.  H.  Henry  to  be  Grand  Generalissimo,  and  he  was 
unanimously  elected. 

The  R  '.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  proceeded  to  address  the  Grand 
Commandery  as  follows : 

The  following  were  also  unanimously  elected : 

Frank  Bitrkitt  Grand  Captain  General 

Rev.  Irvin  Miller Grand  Prelate 

G.  J.  Bahin  Grand  Treasurer 

J.  L.  Power  Grand  Recorder 

J.  F.  Dixon Grand  Senior  Warden 

Rev.  H.  M.  Waddell Grand  Junior  Warden 

Geo.  C.  Myers Grand  Standard  Bearer 

Nolan  Stewart Grand  Sword  Bearer 

Geo.  C.  HOSKIN3 Grand  Warder 

The  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard  to  be  appointed  by  the  R.*.  E.'. 
Grand  Commander  from  the  Commandery  stationed  at  the  place  where 
the  next  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  1902,  shall  be  held. 

On  motion,  It  was  ordered  that  the  next  Annual  Grand  Conclave 
shall  be  held  at  such  place  as  may  be  selected  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
on  the  second  day  preceding. 

ThoLnks. 

The  following  resolutions,  offered  by  Grand  Recorder,  were  unani- 
mously adopted : 

Besolvedy  That  the  officers  and  members  of  St.  Cyr  Commandery, 
No.  6,  have  won  all  our  hearts  bv  their  hospitality  and  courtesy.  Our 
visit  to  Water  Valley  shull  ever  be  a  pleasant  remembrance. 

Resolved^  That  the  special  thanks  of  Grand  Commandery  are  due  and 
are  hereby  very  cordially  tendered  to  Rev.  Sir  D.  B.  Waddell.  Grand 
Prelate,  for  the  learned  and  instructive  discourse  delivered  by  him  at 
the  Devotional  Service  this  morning,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  fur- 
nish a  copy  for  publication  In  the  proceedings ;  also,  that  Sir  Waddell 
be  allowed  his  expenses  for  attending  this  Grand  Conclave. 

Resolvedy  That  our  thanks  are  also  very  gratefully  tendered  to  the 
pastor  and  officers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  the  use  of  their  beau- 
tiful edifice  for  our  Devotional  Service ;  also,  to  the  choir  for  ihe  very 
appropriate  and  excellent  music  furnished  on  the  occasion. 

Beaolved,  That  we  are  highly  gratified  by  the  presence  of  Past 
Grand  Commander  John  Corson  Smith,  of  Illinois,  and  thank  him  for 
his  very  entertaining  and  instructive  addresses. 

Betiolved,  That  the  address  of  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  shows  is 
the  record  of  a  zealous,  progressive  and  successful  administration  of  his 
high  office,  for  which  we  tender  him  our  hearty  thanks. 

Templa^r  Law  Reports. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law,  through  Past  Grand  Commander 
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Speed,  submitted  the  following  reports,  which  were  severally  adopted : 

To  the  Grand  Commander : 

The  Committee  oa  Teipplar  Law  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
recommend  the  approval  of  all  the  dispensations  granted  bv  the  Right 
^Eminent  the  Grand  C!ommander,  but  with  the  reservation  tnat  they  do 
not  think  that  a  dispensation  ought  to  be  granted  under  any  circum- 
stances to  confer  the  Orders  without  requiring  that  all  the  members 
should  have  notice  of  the  intention  to  ballot  on  a  petition  which  is  to  be 
acted  on  at  any  other  than  a  Stated  Conclave. 

Courteously  submitted, 

Frederic  Speed, 
P.  M.  Savery, 

W.   A.   BODENHAMER, 

Committee. 
To  the  Grand  Commandery : 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
had  before  them  the  question  as  to  when  a  Commandery  can  suspend  a 
member  for  the  non-paym«^nt  of  dues  and  what  is  the  process. 

The  law  on  tho  subject  is  scattered  through  the  Constitution  and 
Code  of  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment  and  is  to  be  found  in  four 
places. 

1.  A  Commandery  has  a  right  to  levy  and  collect  such  annual  dues 
and  pro  rata  assessments  as  may  be  needed  to  pay  the  expenses;  the 
amount  to  be  fixed  by  the  majority.  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  10,  Statutes  Sec. 
1,  Title  18. 

2.  Members  two  years  in  arrears  are  ineligible  to  hold  office  and  not 
entitled  to  vote,  if  disfranchised  by  trial  and  the  by-laws  so  provide. 
Sections  4  and  5,  T.  18. 

3.  Suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  can  be  inflicted  only  after 
notice  to  the  delinquent  to  appear  at  the  time  it  is  proposed  to  act  in  his 
case,  and  an  opportunity  be  given  him  to  be  heard  in  his  defense  St. 
Sec.  6,  T.  48.  When  the  members  are  summoned  to  show  cause  why 
they  should  not  be  suspeoded,  and  do  not  appear,  the  Commander  cannot 
declare  them  suspended  until  the  Commanaery  has  so  voted.  St.  Sec.  7, 
T.  48. 

4.  The  trial  of  a  Knight  Templar  shall  be  in  open  Commandery  and 
conducted  as  prescribed  in  the  '*Forms  for  Templar  Trials.'*  St.  Sec.  1, 
T.  51. 

Reading  these  several  provisions  together,  as  if  they  were  one,  it 
will  be  seen  that  a  Commandery  may  enact  a  by-law,  under  which,  after 
a  two  years  delinquency  has  elapsed,  it  may  try  the  delinquent  under  the 
''Forms  for  Templar  Trials,"  for  it  is  to  be  observed  that  there  can  be  no 
summary  proceedings,  Section  5,  T.  18  and  1,  T.  51,  and  if  found  guilty, 
disfranchise  him.  This  is  plain  enough,  but  further  along  we  find  that 
suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  can  be  inflicted  only  after  due  notice 
and  an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  which  means  a  trial,  but  there  is  no  such 
penalty  as  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  prescribed  anywhere. 
The  only  by-law  which  a  Commandery  can  adopt  is  tnat  specified  in  Sec- 
tion 4,  T.  18,  and  when  it  has  done  this,  it  exhausts  its  power. 

Inferentially,  of  course,  it  is  true,  that  under  Section  6,  T.  48,  there 
has  been  such  a  penalty  fixed,  but  when  we  come  to  depriving  a  man  of 
his  rights  and  privileges,  we  cannot  infer  anything,  and  if  the  law  does 
not  authorize  it  in  plain  terms,  we  have  no  power  to  take  from  him  a 
single  jot  or  tittle  of  those  rights  or  privileges . 

It  ought  always  to  be  kept  in  mind  in  the  making  and  enforcement 
of  our  laws,  that  our  members  have  acquired  rights  of  which  they  cannot 
be  unlawfully  deprived,  and  if  ousted,  they  have  the  courts  of  the  coun- 
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try  open  to  them,  to  secure  the  enforcement  of  them.  We  cannot  arbi' 
trarily  and  by  the  mere  exercise  of  the  will  of  a  majority,  take  from  any 
one,  anything  with  which  he  has  become  invested.  If  he  himse  f  vio- 
lates the  law,  the  observance  of  which,  alone  gives  him  standing  in  the 
Order,  he  may  be  deprived  of  the  privileges  which  a  compliance  with 
that  law  secures  to  him.  We  may,  from  time  to  time,  change  that  law, 
but  only  in  the  methods  pointed  out  by  i^,  but  can  not  change  a  law  or 
make  a  new  one,  without  regard  to  tne  status  secured  to  those  upon 
whom  it  operates,  by  the  old  law,  as  it  stood  at  the  time  of  the  change, 
or  deal  with  them  as  if  they  had  no  vested  rights.  The  courts  of  the 
country  will  uphold  a  Fraternity  in  the  execution  of  its  laws,  but  no 
court  will  be  found  to  go  outside  of  the  law  of  a  Fraternity  and  find  one 
for  it.  And  it  will  apply  to  them  the  same  rules  of  construction  which 
it  does  in  interpreting  the  law  of  the  land.  Penal  statutes  must  be  as 
strictly  construed  in  reading  the  law  of  a  Fraternity,  as  they  are  in 
reading  the  law  of  a  State.  If  we  take  from  a  man  any  right,  it  must 
be  because  the  law  authorizes  it  to  be  done  in  plain  words ;  tnese  words, 
in  their  ordinary  acceptation,  must  mean  just  what  is  done  and  can  not 
be  helped  out  by  inference,  intention  or  otherwise. 

It  might,  perhaps,  be  contended,  that  suspension  for  nonpayment  of 
dues  can  be  inflicted  without  any  by-law  of  a  Commandery,  under  Sec- 
tion 6,  T.  48,  as  it  stands,  but  from  the  most  cursory  glance,  .it  will  be 
seen  that  it  is  impossible  of  execution,  it  does  not  say  whether  the 
arrearage  shall  be  for  one  month  or  ten  years.  It  does  not,  even  by  in- 
tendment, fix  the  penalty  of  suspension  for  nonpayment.  It  only  says 
that  such  a  penalty  shall  not  be  imposed  until  after  there  has  been  **due 
notice,"  whatever  that  may  be.  it  tells  the  mode  in  which  the  thing 
shall  not  be  done,  but  upon  its  face,  it  Is  not  a  law  to  authorize  its  being 
done.  It  would  be  easy  to  make  this  Section  read :  Suspension  for 
nonpayment  of  dues  may  be  inflicted  by  the  Commandery,  alter  due  no- 
tice to  the  delinquent,  if  he  shall  be  in  arrears  for  a  specified  period,  by 
a  specified  vote,  out  before  we  can  read  it  in  this  light,  we  have  not  only 
to  supplv  words,  but  also  to  omit  words,  neither  of  which  is  permittea 
by  any  known  rule  of  construction.  Without  intending  any  reflection 
upon  any  one,  or  indulgence  in  censorious  suirit,  we  cannot  but  see  in 
thia  matter  of  enforcing  the  payment  of  dues,  a  masterpiece  of  clumsy 
legislation,  incapable  of  execution,  even  with  the  aid  of  the  most  com- 
plicated method  ever  devised  by  mortal  man,  a  Templar  trial.  It  is 
evident  that  the  illustrious  compilers  of  the  Code,  intended  to  insert, 
somewhere  or  in  some  coanection,  a  Section  to  cover  the  case,  but  their 
memories  seem  to  **have  slipped  a  cog,"  for  they  did  nothing  of  the 
kind,  and  left  it  suspended  IIkc  Mahomet's  coffin,  between  heaven  and 
hell. 

Hence,  in  the  light  reflected  by  the  Code,  which  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment adopted  for  our  enforced  government,  with  a  groat  flourish  of 
trumpets,  in  a  matter  in  which  it  ought  not  to  have  interfered,  we  are 
driven  to  a  conclusion,  which  will  work  greatly  to  the  detriment  of 
every  Commandery  in  the  country,  viz.,  that  the  only  remedy  for  the 
nonpayment  of  dues,  is  the  altogether  impotent  one  of  depriving  a  mem- 
ber of  the  right  to  vote  and  hold  office. 

Courteously  submitted, 

Frgderic  Spred, 
P.  M.  Savery, 

W.   A.    BODENHAMER, 

Committee. 
I'o  the  Grand  Commwidei-y  : 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
had  the  following  questions  before  them : 
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Question.  **Title  41  of  the  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment  says 
if  the  candidate  can  give  all  the  signs,  and  go  through  all  tne  ceremo- 
nies, he  is  eligible."  But  suppose  he  cannot,  is  he  still  eligible,  or  in 
other  words  must  a  candidate  show  his  proficiency  in  all  the  preceding 
degrees  ? 

Answer.  It  is  a  rule  in  the  construction  of  statutes  that  the  expres- 
sion of  one  thing  is  the  exclusion  of  another,  and  if  we  were  construing 
this  statute  in  a  court  we  should  feel  obliged  to  say  that  a  candidate  who 
could  not  '^give  all  the  signs  and  go  through  all  the  ceremonies"  5.s  not 
eligible,  but  we  can  scarcely  believe  that  the  Grand  Encampment  in- 
tended to  plttv  havoc  with  the  work  of  every  Commandery  in  the  land, 
which  would  oe  the  effect  of  anything  like  a  strict  construction,  for  it  is 
a  well  known  fact  that  there  is  not  one  candidate  in  a  hundred  who  is 
eligible  if  he  were  to  be  required  to  show  even  the  most  rudimentary 
knowledge  of  the  ceremonies  of  the  degrees  from  Entered  Apprentice  to 
Royal  Arch  inclusive,  and  that  there  are  numbers  who  could  not  work 
their  way  into  a  Lodge,  under  the  pressure  of  an  examination,  much  less 
through  the  Chapter.  We  therefore  think  that  while  there  must  be 
some  knowledge  shown  of  the  preceding  degrees  that  it  will  be  sufficient 
if  the  candidate  shall  pass  a  general  examination  and  not  lo  exact  a 
technical  knowledge  of  the  degrees.  He  should  be  able  to  give  the  signs 
and  show  some  familiarity  with  the  ceremonial  of  each  degree  sufficient 
to  at  least  demonstrate  that  he  has  passed  through  them. 

Question  2.  Cannot  we  shorten  or  abridge  the  service  at  the  burial 
of  a  Knight  Templar  ? 

Answer.  Section  1  of  Title  9  of  the  Statutes  ot  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, seems  to  be  peremptory,  that  the  entire  burial  ceremony  adopted 
in  1859  '*must  be  observed,"  that  is,  gone  through  with  from  beginning 
to  end,  regardless  of  the  weather  or  any  other  conditions  which  might 
make  it  desirable  to  shorten  it.  If  this  is  not  done  there  can  be  no  part 
taken  in  a  funeral  by  a  Commandery,  except  to  act  as  escort  for  the 
Liodge,  and  not  then,  unless  there  is  tu  bo  a  Lodge  service.    Sec.  3,  T.  9. 

Question  3.  Can  the  officers  be  installed  by  a  Past  Grand  Comman- 
der, who  is  also  a  Past  Commander  ot  the  Commandery,  without  a  dis- 
pensation from  the  Grand  Commander  ? 

Answer.  No,  nor  by  a  dispensation  either,  without  the  proxy  of  the 
Commander,  who  must  authorize  it  to  be  done  in  writing;  if  he  is  absent 
or  sick,  so  that  his  written  authorization  cannot  be  had,  the  Commandery 
must  wait  or  procure  the  services  of  one  of  the  first  four  officers  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  or  Grand  Commandery.  Past  Grand  Commanders 
and  Past  Commanders  have  been  degraded  to  the  ranks  and  are  no  longer 
of  any  more  consideration  than  a  high  private.    Sec.  6,  T.  28  Statutes. 

Courteously  submitted, 

Frederic  Speed, 
P.  M.  Savrry, 

W.  A.    BODENHAMER. 

Committee. 
To  Ike  Grand  Commandery: 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  to  whom  was  referred  the  applica- 
tions of  Coahoma  Commandery  and  Yazoo  Commandery,  now  under  dis- 
pensation, for  Charters,  having  made  careful  examination  find  their  pro- 
ceedings regular  and  in  accordance  with  law  and  therefore  recommend 
that  Coahoma  Commandery  be  chartered  to  rank  as  No.  22  and  that 
Yazoo  Commandery  be  chartered  to  rank  as  No  23. 

Courteously  submitted, 

Frederic  Sprfd, 

P.  M.  Savery, 

W.  A.  Bodknhamer, 

Committee. 
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Grand  Recorder  reported  that  the  following  Commanderies  had 
complied  with  the  order  of  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  to  file  with 
Grand  Recorder  copies  of  the  Uniform  By-Laws,  with  blanks  filled  in, 
as  to  time  of  Stated  Conclave,  annual  dues,  etc.: 

Rosalie,  No.  5 ;  Cyrene,  No.  9 ;  Ivanhoe,  No.  10 ;  Mary  Savery, 
No.  14. 

Whereupon  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law, 
which  soon  after  reported  approval,  and  recommended  that  the  Uniform 
Code,  as  reported  by  Committee,  shall  apply  to  all  other  Commanderie» 
in  the  Jurisdiction. 

The  Finance  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  wa» 
adopted : 

To  the  Qrand  Commandery : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  was  referred  the  reports  of 
Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Recorder,  respectfully  submit  that  we  have 
carefully  examined  the  same  and  find  them  correct. 

We  recommend  that  the  suggestion  of  the  Grand  Recorder  in  refer- 
ence to  compensation  of  Grand  OfiQlcers  be  adopted,  so  far  as  it  affects 
the  four  first  officers  and  the  Grand  Prelate,  and  to  be  only  their  actual 
necessary  expenses  and  when  they  are  not  representatives  of  their  Com- 
mander ies  or  are  entitled  to  compensation  in  any  capacity  Ie.  the  Grand 
Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter. 

We  also  re:2ommend  the  payment  of  $25  00  to  Sir  Knight  Speed  for 
his  codification  of  the  laws  of  this  Grand  Commandery. 

We  have  also  carefully  considered  the  report  of  the  Triennial  Com- 
mittee, and  while  we  would  be  delighted  to  grant  the  request  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  increased  appropriation,  we  find  it  impossible  to  do  so 
owing  to  the  small  amount  of  funds  in  the  general  treasury.  But  we  sug- 
gest and  earnestly  recommend  that  the  several  Commanderies  appropri- 
ate as  much  as  fifty  dollars  each  to  this  object,  and  more  should  their 
ability  admit. 

Courteously  submitted, 

E.  G.  DeLap, 
R.  H.  Henry, 
A.  A..  Posey, 
Committee . 

The  special  committee  on  so  much  of  Grand  Commander's  Address 

as  relates  to  Waiver  of   Jurisdiction,   submitted  the  following  report 

which  was  adopted : 

To  Officers  and  Members  of  ihs  Qrand  Commandery : 

We,  your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Grand 
Commander's  report  as  to  Waiver  of  Jurisdiction,  beg  to  report  that  we 
recommend  the  approval  of  the  same. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  V.  White, 
Jno.  K.  Fulsod, 
W.  B.  Bradley, 

H.   F.   MULLIKIN, 

S.  M.  Smith, 

Committee. 

historic  ST.   ELMO. 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  John  Corson  Smith  stated  that  he  had-a  souvenir  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Representative  of  St.  Elmo  Commandery  No.  18;  whereupon 
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GENERAL  JOHN  CORSON  SMITH. 

PAST  ORAND  MASTER  AND  PAST  ORANO  COMMANDER.  ILLINO 

HONORARV  ORAND  MASTER  OF  EOYPT. 

ORANO  REPRESENTATIVE  QRAND  LODOE  OF  MISSISSIPPI, 

NEAR  ORANO  LODGE  OF  ILLINOIS. 
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Sir  J.  C.  Bradford  came  forward,  and  received  it  with  expressions  of 
appreciation.  The  distinguished  donor  made  the  following  interesting 
statement : 

B.\  E.'.  Qrand  Oommander : 

In  the  roll  call  of  Commanderies  this  morning,  when  St.  Elmo  re- 
sponded, I  was  reminded  of  the  renowned  fortress  of  that  name  on  the 
island  of  Malta  and  the  glory  which  lingers  about  the  same.  Early  in  the 
sixteenth  century  the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  Solymau  the  Magnificent,  after 
a  desperate  siege  of  six  months  and  the  loss  of  fifty  thousand  men,  de- 
feated the  Hospitalers  or  Knights  of  St.  John,  and  drove  them  from 
Rhodes.  Thinking  to  close  his  reign  with  another  defeat  of  this  heroic 
Order,  and  drive  the  Knights  from  their  new  possession  of  Malta,  Soly- 
man  laid  siege  to  that  iuland  in  May,  1565,  and  before  the  Knights  bad 
completed  the  defenses  then  designed. 

Situate  at  the  extremity  of  a  rocky  promontory  on  which  has  been 
built  the  city  of  Valette,  and  which  separates  Grand  Harbor  from  Quar- 
antine Harbor,  was  a  small  star- fort  known  as  St.  Elmo,  capable  of  hold- 
ing a  garrison  of  less  than  one  hundred  men.  This  was  enlarged  so  as  to 
hold  two  hundred  men-at-arms  and  the  knights  to  command  them. 
Thirty  thousand  Turks  were  landed,  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo,  in  which 
was  stationed  Grand  Master  La  Valette,  and  the  fort  St.  Elmo,  were  in- 
vested. For  five  weeks  the  main  effort  of  the  Turks  was  to  destroy  St. 
Elmo;  it  was  closely  invested  and  assault  after  assault  were  delivered  and 
the  little  garrison  was  destroyed  over  and  over  again.  E^h  night  dur- 
ing the  siege  boats  had  been  engaged  in  bringing  the  wounded  and  dead 
from  St.  Elmo  to  St.  Angelo,  and  carrying  a  like  number  of  knights  and 
men-at-arms  to  fill  their  places  in  bhe  little  water  battery  which  was  all 
that  it  was.  Dragut,  the  great  corsair  of  the  age,  commanding  the 
Turkish  naval  forces,  having  seized  a  piece  of  land  on  the  opposite  side  of 
Grand  Harbor  where  he  planted  an  effective  battery,  and  securing 
another  on  the  promoiltory  in  the  rear  of  St.  Elmo,  cut  off  all  communi- 
cation with  that  fort.  Grand  Master  La  Valette  having  been  informed 
that  St.  Elmo  was  untenable,  and  being  asked  to  withdraw  the  garrison 
as  the  Turkish  forces  were  enveloping  it,  affected  to  misunderstaad  the 
request  and  sent  back  word  that  if  the  garrison  was  afraid  to  remain 
that  it  could  return  with  the  boats  and  he  would  send  a  command  that 
would  hold  it.  This  offer  the  garrison  refused  and  resolved  to  remain 
and  die  in  its  defense.  Unable  to  care  for  the  wounded  or  dead,  the  gar- 
rison soon  became  reduced;  it  could  no  longer  be  reinforced,  and  the 
assaults  became  more  fierce  and  determined.  June  22  came,  almost  the 
anniversary  of  their  Patron  Saint,  when  it  was  found  that  the  garrison 
was  reduced  to  half  its  numbers.  Sixty  knights,  a  few  Maltese  and 
Rhodean  men-at-arms,  and  nearly  all  of  these  wounded.  The  knights 
bet):  ought  them  of  a  small  chapel  down  underneath  the  fortress,  and 
when  the  Turks  had  ceased  firing  for  the  day  this  band  of  Christian 
knights  passed  from  their  poets,  and  there,  after  midnight,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  June  23,  that  little  band  of  sixty  spent  the  remainder  of  the  night 
in  confessing  their  sins  and  participating  in  the  sacrament  of  the  church. 
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This  done,  they  renewed  their  yowb  to  the  Order,  kissed  their  swords 
find  returned  to  their  posts.  Many  of  these  heroes  were  wounded  unto 
death,  and  all  such  were  lashed  to  their  chairs,  to  columns  andSram parts, 
where  with  spear,  sword  or  battle  axe  they  awaited  the  onslaught  of  the 
Turk,  and  there  died  to  a  man. 

Did  time  permit  I  would  be  pleased  to  tell  you  in  detail  of  the 
numerous  attacks  repulsed  before  the  banner  of  the  Cross  gave  way  to 
that  of  the  Crescent.  Four  separate  charges  failed,  and  It  was  High 
Twelve  before  the  victorious  Turk  had  possession  of  St.  Elmo,  and  only 
after  the  last  survivor  of  that  garrison  had  fallen  in  death  was  the  con- 
test ended.  Eight  ^housand  Turks  fell  in  the  various  assaults  upon  that 
little  fort,  while  fifteen  hundred  men-at-arms  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty  Knights  of  St.  John  gave  up  their  lives  in  its  defense. 

When  looking  at  St.  Elmo,  and  thinking  of  the  cost  yet  to  be  paid 
lor  St.  Angelo,  the  Turkish  commander  exclaimed,  **What  will  not  the 
father  cost  us.  when  the  son,  who  is  so  small,  has  cost  us  the  bravest  of 
our  soldiers  !" 

It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  they  never  got  the  father. 

That  little  chapel  was  buried  in  the  ruins  and  forgotten.  A  new 
and  formidable  fortress  was  builded  above  the  little  battery  and  on  the 
promontory.  Some  fifty  years  ago  a  British  officer,  studying  the  siege 
and  learning  of  this  chapel,  had  some  excavations  made  on  the  parade 
ground  and  it  was  discovered.  One  front  has  been  uncovered,  and,  with 
a  special  pass  from  the  governor  of  Malta,  and  attended  with  a  guard, 
we  gained  admiv'ision. 

The  chapel  was  not  all  cleaned  when  we  made  our  first  visit,  at 
which  time  I  securou  a  bit  of  the  stone  of  which  it  is  builded,  and  fortu- 
nately having  a  piece  of  it  with  me,  I  desire  to  present  the  same  to  the 
Representative  of  St.  Elmo  Comroandery  of  Mississippi  as  an  inspiration 
and  reminder  of  the  deeds  the  Knights  of  old  and  of  the  defenders  of  St. 
Elmo. 

The  Grand  Officers  elect  were  then  duly  installed  by  Past  Grand 
Commander  Frederic  Speed. 

The  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  announced  the  following 

Standing  Conn  mi  t  tees. 

Templar  Law— Frederic  Speed,  p.  G.  c.  chairman,  Vicksburg;  P. 
M.  Savery,  p.  G.  c,  Tupelo:  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  P.  G.  c.  Okolona. 

Fratiorn.al  C()RRksponi)knck~-E.  G.  DeLap,  P.  G.  c,  Reporter, 
Natchez. 

The  Forty-First  Annual  Conclj^ve  was  then,  at  5  o'clock  P.  M.,  duly 
closed,  the  Grand  Prelate.  Res*'.  Sir  Irviti  MiUer,  invoking  the  Divine 
P.lessing. 

Groud  C(ynim(nuler, 


« riitnA  Hicordf-r. 


!/ieturns  of  Commanderies^ 

3^or  the  2/ear  €ndin^  7>eeember  27,  J900. 
Including  Officers  For  1901. 


MISSISSIPPI  COMMANDERY,    NO.    I— JACKSON,   HiNDS   COUNTY. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1901 

D.  E.  Adkisson E.  C.  H.  M.  Taylor Treasurer 

G.  V.  Toms Gen'o.  W.  J.  Brown,  P.  E.  0..    Recorder 

M.  M.  Whitehead C.  G.  J.  J.  White,  P.  E.  C St.  Bearer 

J.  L.  Power,  p.  E.  c Prelate.  Geo.  Lemon,  p.  E.  c Sw.  Bearer 

W.  W.  Lake S.  W.  W.  B.  Taylor,  p.  E.  c Warder 

Nolan  Stewart,  p.  E  c  . . .  .    J.  W.  Geo.  F.  Swann C.  of  Guard 

Past  Rminknt  Commanders— R.  F.   McGill,  A.  G.  Lewis,  J.  A 
Webb,  R.  H.  Henry,  J.  A.  B.  Jones,  J.  W.  Powe»*. 

Mkmbkrs— L.  H.  Applegate,  Robt.  Bradley,  J.  T.  B.  Berry,  H.  E. 

A.  Bourgeois,  A.  J.  Chapman,  W.  J.  Ferguson,  Richard  Griffith,  Geo. 
T.  Gracey,  J.  M.  Hartfield.  B.  C.  Lemly,  Jas.  M.  McKee,  W.  S.  Pitt- 
man,  O.  B.  Quinn,  R.  V.  Rachford.  J.  F.  Robinson,  J.  M.  Stingley,  E. 

B.  Tabor,  W.  F.  Wilcox -Total  36. 

Knightkd-G.    V.  Toms,  Geo.   F.  Swann,    W     W.    Lake,    ]\J.    M. 
Whitehead,  W.  F.  Wilcox. 

Affiliated— J.  A.  B.  Jones. 

Dimiticd— W.  W.  Moore,  W.  W.  Robertson. 

Died— Wirt  Johnston,  January  25,  1900. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $  62  08 


MAGNOLIA  COMMANDERY.  No.  2— ViCKSBUKG,  Warren  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1901. 

Edward  M .  Moore  E .  C .  Henry  W.  Bowen Treasurer 

Jno.  D.  Miles,  p.  e.  C Gen*o.  Alexander  M.  Paxton Recorder 

George  B.  Hackett C .  G .  Chester  R.  McFarland  ...St.  Bearer 

Albert  G.  Cassell Prelate.  James  W.  Mann Sw.  Bearer 

-James  K.  Moore,  P.  k.  c S .  W .  Jno.  C.  Bryson Warder 

Robert  B.  Chapman J .  W .  Jn  d.  W.  Parkhurst C.  of  Guavd 

Past  Eminknt  Commanders— Frederic  Speed,  p.  g.  c,  James  J. 
Hayes,  Jno.  W.  Powc^U,  Edward  C.  Carroll,  Albert  M.  Lea,  William  G. 
Kiger. 

Mkmbkrs — Albert  A.  Arnold,  Chas.  E.  Armstrong,  James  B.  An- 
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derson,  Emile  Bonelli,  Richard  K.  Boney,  William  Cbamberliu,  Samuel 
Childress,  Henry  A.  Covington,  William  Curphey,  Marye  Dabney,  H. 
P.  Davis,  Chas.  H.  Fife,  Conway  C.  Flowerree,  Benj.  W.  Griffith, 
Charles  E*  Gore,  Geo.  C.  Harris,  Patrick  Henry,  Andrew  J.  Hood,  Spen- 
cer S.  Hudson,  Albert  L.  Jaquith,  William  B.  Klein,  William  W.  Lord,. 
James  J.  Lunn,  William  J.  McKee,  William  O.  Menger,  William  Mur- 
ray, Chas.  Pare,  Miller  R.  Payne,  Jno.  C.  Pritchett,-  Murray  F.  Smith,. 
William  J.  Smith,  Jno.  D.  Smith,  Geo.  R.  Trafford,  Jno.  T.  Wells,  Jno. 
B.  White,  J  as.  C.  White,  Albert  L.  Williams,  Chas.  G.  Wright,  James- 
H.  Woodruff,  Albert  G.  Russell— Total  68. 

Knighted— James  B.  Anderson,  Richard  K.  Boney,  Jno.  C.  Bry- 
son,  Albert  G.  Cassell,  Marye  Dabney,  Geo.  B.  Hackett,  Henry  A.  Cov- 
ington, Patrick  Henry,  Spencer  S.  Hudson,  William  B.  Klein,  James  J. 
Lum,  James  W.  Mann,  William  O.  Menger,  Chester  R.  McFarland,  Ed- 
ward M.  Moore,  Albert  G.  Russell,  Geo.  R.  Trafford,  Jno.  T.  Wells, 
James  H.  Woodruff. 

AFFILIATED— H.  P.  Davis,  Benj.  W.  Griffith,  Geo.  C.  Harris. 

Reinstated— William  Curphey,  William  Murray,  Albert  L.  Wil- 
liams. 

DiMiTTED— William  E.  Gilmore,  Geo.  L.  Curley,  Ijee  Richardson,. 
Theo.  G.  Birchett. 

Died— Charles  E.  Grant. 

SusPENEED  FOR  Non-Payment  OF  DUES— Joseph  Biedenham, 
Henry  Y.  Wilson. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery S  154  74 


LEXINGTON  COMMANDER Y,  No.  1— Lexington,  HOLMES  COUNTY. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1901. 

R.  A.  Stigler E.  C.    H.  S.  Hoolcer Treasurer 

S.  M.  Smith Gen'o.    P.  A.  Lindholm Recorder 

J.  W.  Jordan C.  G.    C.  C.  Swinney St.  Bearer 

W.  P.  Tackett,  P.  E.  c Prelate .    C.  C.  Pahlen Sw.  Bearer 

John  H.  McBee S.  W.     Gud  Lofstrom Warder 

J.  T.  Buck J.  W.    E.  W.  Jordan C.  of  Guard 

Past  Eminent  Commanders— C.  Oltenburg,  T.  W.  Smith. 

Members- E.  V.  Ashley,  S.  D.  Bailey,  R.  H.  Parker,  John  Belford, 
R.  O.  Brown,  J.  H.  Fuqua,  T.  J.  Jordan,  W.  L.  Jordan,  W.  T.  Johnson., 
E.  P.  Noel,  B.  C.  Stigler,  J.  E.  Stanfield,  J.  H.  Watson— Total  28. 

Dimitted — H.  P.  Davis. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $  28  84 


HOLLY  SPRINGS  COMMANDERY,  No.  4— Holly  Springs,  Mar- 
shall County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Monday  of  each  month. 
Officers  for  1901. 

W.  B.  Bradbury E.  C.  J.  H.  Athey Treasurer 

S.  D.  Hamilton Gen'o .  L.  B.  Mosby ,  P.  E.  c Recorder 

J.  G.  Leach C.  G.  J.  W.  Stephenson St.  Bearer 

G.  C.  Myers,  P.  E.  o Prelate.  J.  R.  Horton Sw.  Bearer 

M.  H.  Leach,  p.  B.  C S.  W.  B.  T.  Kimbrough Warder 

R.  A.  McWilliams J.  W.  J.  L.  Wilson C.  of  Guard 
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Members— H.  D.  Campbell,  W.  S.  Hill,  B.  F.  Popham.— Total  15. 
Reinstated— S.  D.  Hamilton. 
Died— S.  H.  Prvor,  June  29. 

Xhies  to  Grand  Commandery $  15  45 


Ji]   ROSALIE  COMMANDERY,  No.  5— Natchez,  Adams  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1901. 

J".  C.  French,  P.  G.  C E.  C .     G.  W .  Koontz Treasurer 

"W.  C.  Hatchcox Gen'o.    C.  F.  Merrick Recorder 

Xi.  A.  Benoist C.  G.     W.  Rutherford. St.  Bearer 

E.  G.  DeLap,  P.  G.  c Prelate .     W.  H.  Jewell Sw.  Bearer 

<5.  B.  Power  S.  W .     L.  R.  Martin Warder 

"Wm.    Stietenroth J.  W.    CM.  Sawyer C.  of  Guard 

Past  Eminent  Commanders— W.  G.  Benbrook,  p.  g.  c,  C.  T. 
-Chamberlain,.  G.  J.  Bahin,  J.  A.  Dicks,  F.  S.  Shaw,  J.  F.  Dixon,  M. 
Celtzhoover,  W.  B.  Irvine. 

Members— T.  .leff  Adams,  Sam  D.  Baker,  G.  M.  Brown,  J.  A.  Clin- 
^ton,  L.  P.  Conner,  W.  O.  Dobyns,  L.  C.  DuCotte,  J.  S .  Fleming,  J.  S. 
-Oaynor,  E.  B.  Geddes,  S.  P.  Hornsby,  W.  J.  Kaiser,  H.  L.  Klapp,  R.  F. 
Learned,  S.  D.  McNair,  P.  J.  McCormick,  S.  McDowell,  R.  L.  Parker, 
H.  Stedman,  B.  D.  Watkins,  W.  L.  Wells,  Jeflf  Truly,  T.  Q.  Munce.— 
-Total  43. 

Knighted— Wm.  H.  Jewell,  Wm.  O.  Dobyns,  L.  C.  DuCotte,  Geo. 
S  Power,  E.  B.  Geddes. 

Reinstated— T.  Jeff  Adams,  W.  L.  Wells. 

Died— Wm.  H.  Hendrick,  December  26,  1900. 

Suspended  for  Non-Payment  of  Dues— A.  Day,  C.  H.  Mcll- 
-waine,  M.  A.  Tyer. 

Duee  to  Grand  Commandery $  69.30 


•ST.  CYR  COMMANDERY,  No.  6— Water  Valley,  Yalobusha 

County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Ofeicers  for  1001. 

^Wm.  James E.  C.    J.  N.  Rose Treasurer 

O.  J.  Robertson Gen'o.    J.  B.  Pate,   p.  E.  c Recorder 

Alex.  Kennedy C.  G.     F.  B.  Deshon  St.  Bearer 

C  E.  Romberger,  P.  E.  c Prelate.     M.  W.  Jackson        Sw.  Bearer 

J.  E.  Rovira S.  W.    G.  D.  Brown,   P.  E.  c Warder 

R.  W.  Heliums J.  W.  Joe  Croom,  p.  e.  c  —  C.  of  Guard 

Past  Eminent  Commanders— J.  K.  Fulson,  p.  g.  c,  H.  M.  Rom- 
berger, p.  G.  C,  I.  T.  Blount,  S.  B.  Brown,  W.  H.  Price. 

Members — W.  H.  Askew,  J.  V.  Blackmur,  W.  C.  Blount,  T.  J.  Bin- 
ford,  D.  L.  Brown,  A.  H.  Bays,  C.  H.  Campbell.  R.  F.  Cathey,  S.  R. 
<3ain,  W.  S.  Cook,  Paul  Clanton,  L.  W.  Deekle,  E.  Dunston,  J.  E. 
Deloach,  J.  E.  Daniels,  H.  A.  English,  B.  B.  Ford,  Dr.  H.  A.  Gant,  H. 
Oibbons,  J.  T.  Goodwin,  A.  C.  Green,  D.  H.  Halliwell,  J.  D.  Haile,  F.  B 
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HerroD,  P.  L.  Hope,  J.  S.  Hudson,  E.  W  Hartwell,  J.  H.  Johnson,  J.  S. 
Kettle,  J.  L.  Kirby,  R.  C.  Leland,  H.  W.  Lattimore,  A.  A.  Martin,  A.  C. 
Martin,'B.  T.  Markette,  P.  E.  Mills.  W.  E.  Moring,  John  R.  Moore,  J. 
W.  McCorkle,  A.  W.  McDonald,  R.  N.  Owens,  D.  C.  Powell,  M.  J.  Peterd, 
J.  B.  Rogei  8,  W.  R.  RufPen,  B.  R.  Scott,  W.  P.  Schafifner,  T.  U.  Sisson, 
A.  T.  Smith,  P.  H.  Smith,  R.  Spearman,  T.  P.  Trainer,  J.  B.  Talbert,  B. 
P.  Thomas,  B.  A.  Talbert,  W.  B.  Vonkirk,  T.  H.  Walker,  P.  W.  Weath- 
erly,  W.  C.  Winter,  Dr.  John  Wright,  T.  H.  Wilson.  W.  L.  Waldron,. 
Wm.  Ward,  Homer  Weir,  D.  D.  Wilkins,  W.  O.  Wood,  E.  P.  Chrisp.— 
Total  84. 

Knighted— B.  A.  Talbert,  W.  H.  Witty,  Wm.  Ward,  W.  L.  Wal- 
dron,  E.  W.  Hartwell,  T.  U..  Sisson,  W.  H.  Askew,  W.  B.  Vonkirk,  J. 
E.  Daniels,  M.  J.  Peters,  M.  W.  Jackson,  A.  C.  Grenn,  Paul  Clanton^ 
Homer  Weir. 

Affiliated— A.  H.  Bays,  J.  E.  Deloach. 

DiMlTTEd— Robert  Somerville,  W.  C.  Boyd. 

Died— 0.  C.  Pascoe,  May  14th.  1900;  W.  H.  Witty. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $  156  40 


DeMOLAY  COMMANDERY,  No.  8— Columbus,  Lowndes  County, 

Regular  Conclave,  4th  Priday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1901. 

C.  L.  Lincoln E.  C.     M.  A.  Pranklin Treasurer 

B.  A.  Weaver Gen'o.     T.W.Harris Recorder 

H.  M.  Waddell C  G.    J.  P.  Stansel         St.  Bearer 

H.    Osborne  Prelate.  W.  W.  Westmoreland.  .Sw.  Bearer 

T.  B.Franklin S.  W.     W.  H.  Taylor Warder 

C.  C.  Buder J.  W.  D.  S.  McClanahan ...  C.  of  Guard 

Members— J.  S.  Billups,  G.  Y.  Banks,  Willis  Banks,  C.  E  Boykin,. 
W.  L.  Davis,  J.  M.  Easton,  J.  W.  Gardner,  James  T.  Harrison,  P.  G.  C, 
R.  W.  Hutchins,  J.  R.  Mallory,  Charles  G.  McGee,  W.  C.  McCuDar,  C. 
W.  Mills,  E.  S.  Moore,  J.  P.  Martin,  W.  D.  Prowell,  J.  H.  Stevens,  W. 
E.  Waring,  G.  B.  Wilmot— Total  31. 

DiEi>— G.  W.  Cox,  P.  G.  C,  July  9,  1900. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $  31  00^ 


CYRENE  COMMANDERY,  No.  9— Meridian,  Lauderdale  County, 
Regular  Conclaves,  2nd  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1901. 

R.  E.  Moody . .     E.  C.     W.  S.  Harris Treasurer 

J.  H.  Stoltzf us Gen'o.     H.  C.  Smith Recorder 

M.  R.  Grant  C.  G.     Charles  Elmire St.  Bearer 

D.  B.  Waddell,  P.  e.  C  . .    .Prelate.     M.  M.  Klein  Sw.  Bearer 

J.  N.  Melton  S.  W.     J.  H.  Harris  Warder 

J.  W.  Buchanan,  P.  G.  C J.  W.     A.  J.  Peck C.  of  Guard 

Past  Eminknt  Commanders— G.  Smallshaf,  J.  H.  Wri^^ht,  O.  A. 
Harrison,  E.  J.  Martin,  B.  V.  White,  W.  H.  Howard. 
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Members— W.  H.  Armstrong,  B.  J.  Allen,  P.  W.  Bross.  W.  E.  Bas- 
kin,  F.  V.  Brahan,  T.  D  Bradley,  E.  S.  Bostick,  T.  A.  Baucum,  W.  D. 
Cameron,  J.  W.  Collins,  T.  C.  Carter,  C.  C.  Coffee,  P.  H.  Crane,  B.  J. 
Carter,  N.  M.  Collins,  J.  R.  Dowdle,  S.  I.  Dorosis,  Jor^eph  Eakin,  C.  S. 
Eastman,  P.  M.  Peazell,  S.  J.  Ferguson,  J.  C.  Hough,  T.  R.  Harrison. 
T.  B.  .Holloman,  C.  R.  Hoye,  W.  B.  Harbeeon,  L.  H.  Hulse,  J.  W. 
Hagenrieyer,  R.  P.  Hall,  H.  W.  Hoye,  C.  L.  Gaston,  P.  S.  Gardiner,  D. 
D.  (lodfrey,  Jr.,  J.  T.  Iglehavt,  J.  E.  Jones,  W.  N.  Jones,  W.  E.  Jones, 
John  Kamper,  E.  B.  Keeling.  W.  P.  Kennedy,  A.  A.  Kincannon,  P. 
Al.  Keen,  J.  A.  Kelly,  T.  B.  Lamb,  T.  C.  Lyle,  C.  C.  Miller,  Irvin 
Miller,  B.  McClanahan,  C.  W.  Morgan,  A.  D.  McHaven,  P.  L.  Martin, 
H.  C.  Majure,  J.  C.  McClinton,  H.  G.  Meyer,  B.  J.  Morrison,  C.  Ei. 
Newcomer,  H.  K.  Neer,  D.  A.  Ray,  C.  M.  Rubush,  W.  B.  Rogers,  A.  J. 
Russell,  J.  R.  Smith,  J.  L.  Spinks,  S.  A.  Scruggs,  J.  H.  Short,  P.  E. 
Snaith,  C.  A.  Stovall,  C.  W.  Sch^imber,  J.  A.  Treadway,  J  R.  Tackett, 
H.  Thornton,  J.  B.  Watts,  T.  L.  Wainwright,  M.  W.  Woodbury,  S.  Ei. 
Wilson,  R.  J.  Wright,  D.  W.  Wadsworth,  W.  A.  Webster— Total  96. 

Knighted— J.  R.  Dowdle,  J.  W.  Hagemeyer,  E.  S.  Bostick,  J.  H. 
Harris,  P.  L.  Martin,  P.  M.  Peazell,  T.  A.  Baucum,  H.  C.  Majure,  J. 
C.  McClinton,  W.  E.  Jones,  S  J.  Ferguson,  H.  G.  Meyer,  B.  J.  Morri- 
son, L.  O.  Godfrey,  Jr.,  C.  W.  Schamber,  H.  W.  Hoye,  W.  A.  Webster, 
H.  Thornton,  D.   W.  Wadsworth,  R.  P.  Hall,  M.  M.  Klein,  H.  K.  Neer. 

Reinstated— M.  R.  Grant,  J.  C.  Hough,  S.  I.  Porosis. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $  208  88 


IVANHOE  COMMANDERY,  No.  10— Okolona,  Chickasaw  Ccunti?. 
Regular  Conclaves,  1st  and  3d  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1901. 

W.  A.  Rodenhamer,  P.  G.  c  . .  E.  C.  T.  W.  Williams Treasurer 

J:.  J.  Hall     Gen'o.  Prank  Burkitt,  p.  E.  c . . .  Recorder 

T.  M.  Walton C.  G.  R.  W.  Chandler St.  Bearer 

G.  L.  Russell Prelate.  T.  J.  Keeney Sw.  Bearer 

.r.  M.Davis S.  W.  W.  I.  Harrill Warder 

J.  R.  Price J.  W.  G.  W.  Anglin C.  of  Guard 

Past  Eminent  Commanders— P  M.  Savery,  p.  o.  c,  E.  M. 
Walker,  N.  G.  Augustus,  John  S.  Cobb,  P.  G.  C,  W.  M.  Buchanan. 

Members— J.  b.  Arnold,  W.  L.  Burnett,  C,  W.  Bolton,  W.  A. 
Canty,  W.  J.  Curtis,  N.  Cayce,  Geo  G.  Dillard,  J.  M.  Dodds,  Jesse  T. 
Davis,  B.  B.  Fitzpatrick,  W.  D.  Prazee,  Geo.  S.  Garnett,  D.  H.  Gofif,  W. 
H.  Griffin,  Z.  T.  Harper,  J.  T.  Harris,  Geo.  S.  Henderson,  J.  P.  Hodges, 
C  B.  Hood,  V.  C.  Kincannon,  B.  M.  McCullough,  L.  B.  McCuUough, 
W.  C.  Peeler,  L.  S.  Pitts,  J.  O.  Robbins,  W.  J.  Stockett,  Jerry  Scale, 
R  L.  Thomas,  J.  M.  Trice,  W.  X.  Wilson,  R.  M.  Sadler,  Jas.  Gordon, 
J.  M.  Dodds,  H.  R.  Hodges,  H.  B  Abernathy,  C.  B.  Evans,  B.  S.  Allen, 
B.  L.  Houseman,  P.  M.  Elliott,  W.  S.  Thompson,  T.  R.  Schrimsher,  A 
W.  Johnson,  J.  M.  Reed,  D.  D.  Richards— Total  60. 

Knighted— H.  R.  Hodges,  H.  B.  Abernathy,  C.  B.  Evans,  B.  S. 
Allen,  H.  L.  Houseman,  P.  M.  Elliott,  W.  S.  Thompson,  T.  R.  Schrim- 
sher, R.  W.  Chandler,  A.  W.  Johnson,  J.  M.  Reed,  D.  D.  Richards. 

DiMlTED — J.  U.  Abernethy. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $  121  80 
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MARY  SAVERY    COMMANDERY  No,   14— CORINTH,    ALCORN 

County. 

Regular  Conclave,  4th  Friday  of  each  month. 
Officers  for  1901. 

J.  P.  Collier E.  C.    J.  W.  Zachery — Treasurer 

J.  R.  P.  Cameron Gen'o.    J.  W.  McAnulty Recorder 

Travere  A.  Read C.  6.     M.  B  Abbey St.  Bearer 

W^.  W.  Fitzgerald Prelate .     H.  E.  Walker Sw.  Bearer 

J.H.Collier S.  W.     J.  M    Dickey Warder 

C.  M-  Taylor J.  W.  C.  W.  McCord,  Jr  . .     C.  of  Guard 

Members— G.  H.  Beemer,  H.  E.  Blakeslee,  J.  B.  DaviR,  J.  W.  Gil- 
bert, J.  W.  Giddins,  JameB  Huff,  Mark  Kershaw,  W.  J.  Lamb,  R.  E. 
Nesbitt,  L.  M.  Phillips,  M.  B.  Ross,  E.  W.  Walton,  E.  T.  Waits.— 
Total  26. 

•    Knighted— H.  E.  Walker. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $  SO  75 


DELTA   COMMANDERY,    No.  16-<tReenville,    Washington 

County. 

Regular  Conclave,  2nd  Monday  of  each  month. 
Officers  for  1901. 

E.  N.  Thomas E.  C.    J.  P.  Finlay Treasurer 

E.  L.  Grady. Gen'o.     W.  T.  Steger Recorder 

H.  T   freys,  Jr C.  G.     C.  H.  West St.  Bearer 

R.  Somerville Prelate.     J.H.Casey S<v.  Bearer 

E.  P.  Odeneal S.  W       A.  Burnett Warder 

J.  B.  Scruggs J.  W.     W.  H.  McClain C  of  Guard 

Members— S.  Archer,  C.  N.  Bell,  W.  C.  Boyd,  L.  Bratsen,  W.  S. 
Clack,  Wm.  Cro?s,  T.  F.  Davis,  W.  B.  Faison,  W.  G.  Jaquess,  J.  G. 
Jones,  J.  A.  Richardson,  W.  B.  Roberts,  A.  G.  Scott,  R.  M.  Standifer, 
W.  R.  Trigg.— Total  27. 

Affiliated— E.  L.  Grady,  H.  T.  Ireys,  Jr.,  E.  P.  Odeneal,  W.  T. 
Steger,  C.  H.  West,  J.  H.  Casey,  W.  B.  Faison,  J.  A.  Richardson. 

Died— Wm.  Starling,  P.  G.  c,  December  10th,  1900. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $  67  81 


ABERDEEN  COMMANDERY,  No.  17— Aberdekn,  Monroe  County, 
Regular  Conclaves,  3rd  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1901. 

A.  A.  Posey,  P.  E.  C E.  C.  J.  W.  Eckford,  p.  e.  c. .  .Treasurer 

A.  C.  I*owe Gen*o.  F.  P.  Jinkins,  p.  o.  c.  . .     Recorder 

G.  S.  Clopton C.  G.     T.  B.  Holmes St.  Bearer 

J.  J.  McDonald,  P.  k.c.   .  Prelate.  J.  M.  Higgason         ...  Sw.  Bearer 

E.  W.  Holmes S.  W.     W.  G.  Sykes,  P  E.  c Warder 

Wm.  Kimmell J.  W .     Hugh  Campbell C.  of  Guard 

Past  Eminent  Commanders— W.  B.  Walker,  O.  L.  McKay,  W- 
H.  Clifton. 
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Members— S.  H.  Ber^r,  j.  a.  Bowen,  W.  A.  Charping,  A.  J.  Smith, 
R.  B.  Chauncey,  W.  S.  Llnda^ood,  .J.  A.  Mayfield,  L.  G.  Nesblt,  Willie 
Puckett,  E.  L.  Sykes,  W.  T.  Thomas,  J.  L.  Shell,  Edgfar  Wilson,  J.  H. 
Murphey,  P.  J.  Lusk—Toial  30. 

Knighted— J.  H.  Murphy,  P.  J.  Lusk. 

Reinstated— J.  L.  Shell,  Edgar  Wilson. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery  S  4090 


ST.  ELMO  COMMANDERY,  No.  18— Brookhaven,  Lincoln  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2nd  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1901. 

Jno.  M.  Maynor E.  C .     Chas.  F.  Heuck Treasurer 

"W.  F.  Parsons Gen'o.     J.  B.  Daughtry    Recorder 

W.  C.  McCormick C.  G .     G.  D.  Ballard St.  Bearer 

W.  H.  Seavey,  P.  E.  c  ....  Prolate .     A.  E.  Morton    Sw.  Bearer 

Ohas.  S.  Grafton S    W.     H.  F.  Mulliken :. Warder 

XD.  Cull      J.  W.     Z.  P  .tones  C.  of  Guard 

Past  Eminent  Commanders— Jno.  E.  Seavey,  E.  McCormick, 
<jeo.  C.  Hoskins. 

MEMBE'ts— A.  H.  Addison,  C.  E.  Batley,  L.  O.  Bridewell,  Jacob  W. 
Boone,  I.  V.  Bowman,  D.  J.  Bachelder,  D.  Currie,  E.  M.  Cunningham, 
-C.  L.  Carroll,  Chas.  E.  Dunbar,  Z.  D.  Davis,  E.  H.  Elasterling,  D.  D. 
Ewinff,  J.  W.  Elliott,  D.  L.  Easterling,  Nick  Greener,  S.  W.  Hoskins, 
J.  A.  Hudffins,  F.  M.  Lee,  Henry  Meyer.  W.  L.  McConnico,  J.  Arch. 
McCormick,  Henry  Maynor,  Hugh  McColean,  C  A.  Maynor,  E.  M. 
Mason,  Felix  May,  H.  Ellett  Magee,  L.  W.  McDaniel,  I.  L.  Parsons.  M. 
Rials,  W.  R.  Simmons,  G.  G.  Shackleford,  J.  B.  Tarsney,  H.  A.  Tibbs, 
■C.  H.  Trotter,  Samuel  Wilkerson,  Hilbert  Winborne,  J.  O.  Watkins,  C, 
M.  Waterman,  V.  B.  Watts,  Jr.— Total  56. 

Knighted— Jacob  W.  Boooe,  J.  B.  Daughtry,  Felix  May,  H.  Ellett 
Magee,  V.  B.  Watts,  Jr.,  H.  Winborne,  D.  Currie,  J.  D.  Cull,  A.  H.  Ad- 
dison, G.  D.  Ballard,  I.  V.  Bowman,  C.  H.  Trotter,  Chas.  A.  Maynor,  E. 
N.  Cunningham,  L.  W.  McDaniel,  O.  M.  Page. 

DiBiiTED— H.  K.  Hill,  W.  D.  Link,  B.  F.  Jones. 

DiED-O.  M.  Page,  March  llth,  1900. 

Stspended  for  Non-Payment  op  Dues— T.   W.   Beall,   A.   J. 
Whitworth,  W.  L.  Wallace,  J.  B.  Tenant,  Thos.  E.  Dixon. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $  137  68 


COAST  COMMANDERY,  No.  19— BiLOXl,  HARRISON  COUNTY. 
Regular  Conclaves,  3rd  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1901. 

T.  H.  Gleason E.  C.  L.  Lopez Treasurer 

J.  J.  Lemon Gen'o.  H.  J.  Meant Recorder 

T.  J.  Rosell     C.  G.  John  Carraway St.  Bearer 

T.  W.  Grayson  Prelate.  E.  L.  Doyle Sw.  Bearer 

J.C.Bradford S.  W.  G.  Edward  Park Warder 

L.  R.  Bowen J.  W.  R.  B.  Harrison C.  of  Guard 

Past  Eminent  Commanders— E.  E.  Clement,  H.  T.  Howard. 
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Members— W.  T.  Bolton,  W.  K.  M.  Dukate,  T.  P.  Dulion,  William 
Gorenflo,  J.  B.  Garrard,  L.  D.  Herrick,  N.  C.  Hill,  C.  D.  Lancaster,  E. 
W.  Morrill,  J.  H.  Neville,  Phelps  Collins,  J.  W.  Swetman,  W.  A.  White, 
C.  W.  Wachenfeld,  T.  H.  Warren  -Total  29. 

Knighted— E.  L.  Doyle,  T.  P.  Dulion,  J.  W.  Swetman. 

DiMiTTED — Ebenezer  Thompson. 

DlKD— John  F.  McCormick,  P.  G.  M.,  April  11,  1900. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery 8  44  87 


WEST  POmT  COMMANDERV,  No.  20— West  Point,  Clay  County 

Regular  Conclaves,  Ist  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1901. 

H.  A.  Hayes E.  C .  J.  J.  Stevens Treasurer 

R.  R.  Ellis Gen'o.  H.  A.   Dugan Recorder 

T.  C.  Exum,  Jr C.  G.  W.  L.  West ....    St.  Bearer 

R.  C.  Gibson Prelate .  Wm.  Johnson Sw.   Bearer 

W.  R.  Dillard S.    W.  C.  S.  Joiner Warder 

Arthur  Dugan J.  W.  W.  L.  Basham C.  of  Guard 

Members— J.  W.Keyes,  C.  W.  Gibson,  F.  G.  Hawkins,  J.  A.  Hill,  J. 
H.  Turbeville,  R.  McReath,  R.  M.  Trotter.  H.  A.  Limburger,  S.  M. 
Koane,  V.  S.  Hulbert,  J.  E.  Johnson,  B.  Y.  Rhodes,  F.  A.  Critz,  B  W. 
Stewart,  S.  L.  Hearn,  H.  L.  Joiner,  J.  R.  Camjjbell,  J.  W.  Heard,  J.  P. 
Kennedy,  Eld  Joiner,  M.  W.  Chapman,  W.  M.  Mcintosh,  J.  W.  Caldwell, 
R.  D.  Wier,  L.  P.  Leland,  S.  E.  F.  Rose,  A.  F.  Fox,  A.  N.  Eshman,  C. 
L.  Wood,  W.  S.  Rhyne,  C.  L.  Foster,  O.  C.  Brothers,  Jr  ,  J.  R  Brinkor. 
—Total  46. 

Knighted— A.  F.  Fox,  H.  A.  Dugan,  Arthur,  Dugan,  A.  N.  Esh- 
man, C.  L.  Wood,  W.  L.  Bashan,  W.  R.  Dillard,  W.  S.  Rhyne,  C.  L. 
Foster,  O.  C.  Brothers,  Jr.,  J.  R.  Briuker. 

DiMiTTED — Oscar  Haywood,  A.  H.  Bays. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $90  20 


HATTIESBURG    COMMANDERY,    No.    21— Hattiesburg,    Perry 

County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Monday  of  each  month. 

Offickrs  for  1901. 

J.  P.  Carter E.  C .     W.  A .  Dozier Treasurer 

A.  A.  Montague Gen'o.     J.  W.  Montague Recorder 

T.  E.  Ross    C.  G.     J.  G.  Napier St.  Bearer 

S.  E.  Travis Prelate .     S.  T.  Caraway Sw.  Bearer 

S.  J.  Pettigrew S.  W.     J.  E.  Taylor Warder 

W.  R.  McDonald    J.  W.     R.  S.  Ellis C.  of  Guard 

Members— H.  E.  Allen,  J.  A.  Beaumont,  P.  E.  Blalack,  W.  M. 
Conner,  T.  M.  Curtis,  S.  E.  Cowan,  O.  W.  Conner,  A,  E.  Carmichaei,  R. 
S.  Cottingim,  M.  Dunn,  S.  C.  ICaton,  E.  M  Ellis,  T.  M.  Ferguson,  H.  H. 
Folk,  D.  M  Gatlin,  J.  T.  Grant,  E.  L.  Gilliam,  H.  C.  Grear,  B.  F.  Jones^ 
A.   C.  Lovell,   T.  L.   Montague,  Jno.    McDuflfy,   J.  M.  Mclnnis,  A.   H. 


1901  RETURNS  OP  COMMANDERIES.  43 

McSwain,  H.  M.  McCallum,  C.  Z.  Stevens,  £.  W.  Toomer,  F.  F.  Wilder 
—Total  40. 

Knighted— H.  C.  Grear,  H.  E.  Allen,  H.  H.  Folk,  J.  G.  Napier, 
E.  W.  Toomer,  W.  A.  Dozier,  J.  E.  Taylor. 

Al''PiLiATKD—R.  3.  Cottingim. 

Died— J.  F.  Champenols,  February  14th,  1900. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $  76  20 


COAHOMA      COMMANDERY,    U.      D.*— Clarksdale,    Coahoma 

County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2nd  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1901. 

J.  S.  Brooks E.  C.    J.  H.  Johnson. Treasurer 

J.J.Brooks Gen'o.     J.H.Johnson Rpcorder 

J.  W.  Cutrer C.  G.     J.  N.  D.  Shlnkle St.  Bearer 

Edward  M.  Fant Prelate.    R.  B.  Hebdon Sw.  Bearer 

F.  L.  Hope  S.  W.     J.  B.  Chism Warder 

W.  G.  Jaquess   J.  W.     W.  E.  Dickey C.  of  Guard 

Members— S.  F.  Carr,  Alexander  McPhee,  W.  C.  Weathersby,  G. 
W.  Butler,  Ed  McDaniel— Total  17. 

Knighted— S.  F.  Carr,  J.  B.  Chism,  R.  B.  Hebdon,  Alexande"^ 
McPhee,  J.  W.  D.  Shinkle,  G.  W.  Butler,  Ed  McDaniel,  W.  C.  Weath- 
ersby. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery,  Orders  conferred I  40  00 

♦Chartered  as  No.  22. 


YAZOO  COMMANDERY,  U.  D.*-  Yazoo  City,  Yazoo  County. 
(To  date  of  being  chartered,  February  26,  1901.) 

Regular  Conclaves,  2nd  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1901. 

M.  L.  Stigler EC.  F.  H.  Blundell Treasurer 

A.  B.  K-lly Gen'o.  S.  S.  Shipp Recorder 

J.  C   HolUogsworth C.  G.  W.  G.  Deles St.  Bearer 

Lee  Boyd Prelate.  J.  S.  Perrin Sw.  Bearer 

P.  B.  Powell S.  W.  B.K.Bell Warder 

J.  C.  Henderson    J.  W.  A.  M.  Holmes C.  of  Guard 

Members— J.  A.  Crisler,  A.  M.  Hicks,  J.  S.  Hord,  W.  B.  Lewis, 
C.  Livingston,  Robert  Torrey— Total  18. 

Knighted— M.  L.  Stigler,  A.  B.  Kelly,  J.  C.  Hollingsworth,  Lee 
Boyd,  P.  B.  Powell,  J.  C.  Henderson,  F.  H.  Blundell,  S.  S.  Shipp,  W.  G. 
Deles,  J.  S.  Perrin,  B.  K.  Bell,  A.  M.  Holmes,  J.  A.  Crisler,  A.  M. 
Hicks,  J.  S.  Hord,  C.  Livingston,  Robert  Tony. 

Affiliated — W.  B.  Lewis. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery,  for  Orders  conferred $  85  00 

♦Chartered  February  26,  1901,  as  No.  23. 


statistical  Sumwar]^ 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  27th»  1900. 


COMMANDERY. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Number  of  Commanderies  reporting. 
Members 


Knighted 

Affiliated 

Reinstated 

Dimitted    ... 

Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues 

Suspended  for  Unmasonic  Conduct 

Expelled 

Died 

Gains,  168.     Losses,  57.    Net  gain,  131. 


18 

737 

142 

15 

11 

16 

10 

0 

0 

11 


Roll  of  Coinm«k.i\derie«*  1900-1901. 


COMMAN- 

• 

Eminent 

Recorder. 

Post 

DEBT. 

o 

1 

Commander. 

Office. 

Mississippi.... 
Magnolui  — 

D.  E.  Adkisson 

Wm.  J.  Brown.. 

Jackson. 

2 

Edward  M.  Moore . . . 

A.lex.  M  Paxton 

Vicksburg. 

IjexUifcUm  .... 

3 

R.  A.  Stigler 

P.  A.  Lindholm 

Lexington. 

Holly  Springs 

4 

W.  B.  Bradbury 

L.  B.  Mosby 

Holly  Springs 
Natcbez. 

Rosalie 

5 

J.  C.  French 

C.  F.  Mprrick  . . 

St   Cyr 

6 

William  James 

J.  B.  Pate 

Water  Valley 

De  Molay  . . . 

8 

C.  L.  Lincoln 

T.  W.  Harris  .... 

Columbus. 

Cyrene 

9 

R.  E.  Moody 

H.  C.  Smith 

Meridian 

Ivanboe 

10 

W.  A.  Bodenhamer  . 

Frank  Burkitt  . . . 

Okolona. 

Mary  Savery. 

14 

J.P.Collier 

J.  W.  McAnulty 

Corinth . 

J./Qiiia  •  •     .  • .  • 

16 

E.  N.  Thomas 

W.  T.  Steger  .... 

Greenville . 

Aberdeen  .. 

17 

A.  A.  Posey 

F.  P.  Jinkins 

Aberdeen . 

St .  JSlmo  .... 

18 

John  M.  Maynor  .... 

J.  B.  Dau^htry  . . 

Brookhaven. 

The  Coast... 

19 

T.  H.  Gleason 

H.  J.  Meaut 

Biloxi 

West  Point ... 

20 

H.  A.  Hayes 

H.  A.  Dugan 

West  Point. 

Hattiesburg  . 

21 

J.  P.  Carter 

J.  W.  Montague . . 

Hattiesburg. 

Coahoma. . . . 

22  J.  S.  Brooks 

J.  H.  Johnson  . . 

Clarksdale. 

Yazoo 

23  M.  L.  Stiller 

S.  S.  Shipp 

Yazoo  City. 

GIDEON    WARREN    COX 
Grand  Commander  1875 
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In  Heaven,  if  never  here,  the  hopes  we  cherish, 
The  flowers  of  human  lives  we  count  as  lost, 

Will  live  again;  such  beauty  cannot  perish, 
And  Heaven  has  no  frost. 


Theit  his  Fraters  tn^y  not  forget 
Kis  n\tt.ny  virtues 


and 


Kow  faithfully  he  served  them 
this  page 


commemorates 


Sicleon  il/,  CoXj 


born  in  Somerset  County,  Ne^v  Jersey, 

September  8th,  1835, 

Died  Qtt  Columbus,  Miss., 

July  9th,  1900, 


atnd  who  was 


Gretnd  Commander  in  1875, 


*'The  good  knights  sleep  where  the  daisies  nod 

And  the  clover  hangs  its  head. 
Where  the  wild  birds  come,  aud  the  wild  bees  hum 

Above  toeir  lonely  bed. 
They  fought  the  fight— they  kept  the  faith, 

Their  fame  shine  bright  and  clear, 
And  their  memories  live  in  loving  hearts. 

Which  will  hold  them  ever  dear— 
The  good  knights  sleep." 
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aft    ♦  h<  'na«l  s<u'v«. li  M;*  [■':.:*••.-! 

as  Gre».nd  Mastt,r  of  Masons, 
G;  \  f\d  Hi^h  Priest  o^  R.oyaI  A    »  h  Mast^ns, 
Deputy  Gr«tf\d  Mrvster  of  R^oyivl  and  i>cl(*ct  Mzvstors 
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Granvs  Comfor.':der  of  len^pii-^rs. 
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Life  is  a  sheet  of  paper,  white, 
Whereon  each  man  of  us  may  write 
His  word  or  two,  and  then  comes  night. 


In  Loving  R.enien\brance 

of  one    • 

who  wrote  in  the  hearts  and  aflections 

of  a  multitude  of  friends, 

words  which  will  glow 

as  the  years  pass  by 

and  whose  memory  will  flourish  in  immortal  green, 

H8  one  who  loved  his  fellows  and  dying  bequeathed  to  them 

the  precious  legacy  of  a  well-spent  life, 

u/iliiam  Oiari/n^j 

Born  January  25,  1839, 
whose  mortal  put  on  immortality, 

December  10th,  1900, 
after  he  had  served  his  Praters 

as  GroLnd  Master  of  Masons, 
GrsLnd  High  Priest  of  ILoyal  Arch  Masons, 
Deputy  Gra.nd  Ma.ster  of  R.oya.1  and  Select  Ma^sters 

and 
GrsLnd  CommeLnder  of  TeniploLrs. 


Dying  to  leave  a  memory  like  the  heath 
Oi  summer,  full  of  sunshine  and  flowers, 
A  grief  and  gladness  in  the  atmosphere. 


tShe  Kni^hily  Dead 

of  1900. 


SIR  KNIGHT  WIRT  JOHNSTON, 
Mississippiy  No.  i,  Died  January  25, 

SIR  KNIGHT  CHARLES  E.  GRANT, 
Jdagnoliaj  No.  f. 

SIR  KNIGHT  SAMUEL  H.  PRYOR, 
HoUy  SprinySf  No.  4,  Died  June  29. 

SIR  KNIGHT  WILLIAM  H.  HENDRICKS, 
Rosalie^  No.  5,  Died  December  26. 

SIR  KNIGHT  C,  C.  PASCOE, 
St.  Cyr,  No.  6,  Died  May  U. 

SIR  KNIGHT  WILLIAM  H.  WITTY, 
St.  Oyry  No.  6,  Died  Sepleniber  8. 

R.-.  E.-.  SIR  G.  W.  COX,  P.  G.  C, 
De  Molay^  No,  8^  Died  July  9. 

R.-.  E.\  SIR  KNIGHT  WILLIAM  STARLING,  P.  G.  C, 
DeUa^  No.  16  Died  December  10. 

SIR  KNIGHT  O.  M.  PAGE, 
St.  Elmo,  No.  18y  Died  March  11. 

SIR  KNIGHT  JOHN  F.  M'CORMICK,  P.  G.  M., 
The  Coast,  No.  19,  Died  Apnl  10. 

SIR  JOHN  M.  STONE,  P.  G.  M., 
Late  Mary  Commandei-y,  No.  14,  Lied  March  26,  1900. 

SIR  KNIGHT  J.  F.  CHAMPENOIS, 
Hattiesburg,  No.  Ml,  Died  Febi-uary  14. 


TH I S    PACE 
Is  set  SLpart  in  Loving  ICemembrance 

of 

Sir  lobi  f raiMfR  Sbifcr* 

Grand  Becorder,  Neto  York, 
DIRD  IN  ALBANY,  JULY  4,  1900. 


Sir  lobi  WL  lafliit 

Grand  Recorder,  Wisconsin, 
DIED  IN  MILWAUKEE,   AUGUST  30,  1900. 


Sfr  Iteracc  1)«  iHHWot, 

Grand  Recorder,  North  Carolina, 
DIED  IN  WILMINGTON,  SEPTEMBER  9,  1900. 


Sir  "htm  Clay  ArMstroig, 

Grand  Recorder,  A  lahama, 
DIED  IN  MONTGOMERY,  DECEMBER  17,  1900. 


"It  is  not  death  to  die- 
To  leave  this  weary  road. 

And  'mid  the  brotherhood  on  high 
To  be  at  home  with  God. 

It  is  not  death  to  bear 
The  wrench  that  sets  us  free 

From  dungeon  chain, — to  breathe  the  air 
Of  boundless  liberty." 


GRAND  COMMANDERS 

From  Orga.niEation— 1857  to  1901* 


William  H.  Stevens ' 1867  to  1858— Died  October  13, 1866. 

George  P.  Crump  .'. 1858  to  1859— Died  1860. 

Giles  M,  Hillyer 1869  to  1860-Died  April  23,  1871. 

Harvey  W    Walter 1860  to  1861— Died  Sept.  19,  1878. 

BcDJamin  S.  Tappin 1861  to  1866— Died  March  1,  1866. 

EdwardLea     1866  to  1867— Died  1878. 

Christopher  A.  Manlove  1867  to  1868— Died  Dec.  29,  1878. 

tneet  C.  Mercer 1869  to  1870— Died  January  26,  1885. 

John  K.  Fulson,  Water  Valley 1869  to  1870. 

Charles  T.  Bond 1870  to  1871— Died  Dec.  14,  1872. 

William  S.  Patton 1871  to  1872— Died  J  uly  5,  1889. 

E.  George  DeLap,  Natchez 1872  to  1873. 

E.  T.  Henry 1872  to  1874— Died  April  10,  1881. 

Phineas  M.  Savery,  Tupelo 1874  to  1876. 

Gid  W.  Cox 1875  to  1876— Died  July  9,  1900. 

Oliver  Clifton,  Jackson 1876  to  1877-(Not  affiliated.) 

William  A.  Fairchild 1877  to  1S78— Died  Sept.  20,  1878. 

William  G.  Paxton 1878  to  1879— Died  October  26,  1889. 

Charles  M.  Erwin  1879  to  1 880— (Non-resident. ) 

William  G.  Benbrook,  Natchez. . . .  1880  to  1881. 

William  French 1881  to  1822-Died  April  28,  18«4. 

James  T.  Meade»  Birmingham,  Ala.  1882  to  1883— (Non-resident. 

H.  M.  Romberger,  Winona 1883  to  1884. 

W.  P.  Towler  1884  to  1885  -  Died  March  30,  1893. 

John  H.  Gordon,  Port  Gibson 1886  to  1886— (Not  affiliated.) 

B.  A.  Vaughan 188«  to  1887— Died  November  6, 1868 

N.  S.  Walker  1887  to  1888  -  Died  August  12,  1896. 

Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg 1888  to  1890. 

James  J.  Hayes,  Vicksburg 1890  to  1891. 

J.E.Leigh.    1891  to  1892— Died  Nov.  7,  1891. 

W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  Okolona 1892  to  1893. 

S.  W.  Ferguson,   Greenville  1893  to  1894. 

J.  C.  French,  Natchez 1894  to  1895. 

Frank  P.  Jinkins,  Aberdeen 1895  to  1896. 

J.  M.  Buchanan,  Meridian 1S96  to  1897. 

Jame;  T.  Harrison,   Columbus 1897  to  1898. 

William  Starling,  Greenville 1898  to  1899— Died  Dec  10,  1900. 

John  S.  Cobb,  Verona 1899  to  liKK). 

.John  A.  B.  .Jones,  Brandon 1900  to  1901. 

Harry  T.  Howard,  Biloxi 1901  to  1902. 


Honory  Past  Grand  Cotnmanders. 

J.  L.  Power,  P.  E.  c  Mississippi  No.  1— Elected  in  1891. 

John  D.  Miles,   P.  E.  c Magnolia,  No  2- Elected  in  1892. 

Gus  J.  Bahin,  P.  E.  c Rosalie,  No.  5— Elected  in  1898. 


1 


ADDRESS  OF  GRAND  RECORDERS. 


Alabama Geo.  A.  Beaucbamp Montgomery. 

Arizona George  J.  Ruskruge Tucson . 

Arkansas Fay  Hempstead Little  Rock . 

California William  A.  Davies San  Francisco. 

Canada  Sov.  Gr't  Priory  .Will  fl.  Wbyte Guthrie . 

Colorado    Ed.  C.  Parmelee Denver. 

Connecticut    Eli  C.  Birdsey Meriden . 

District  of  Columbia  —  Arvine  W.  Johnston Washington . 

England  and  Wales  . .   .C.  F.  Matier         London^ 

Florida  Wilber  P.  Webster    Jacksonville. 

Georgia William  S.  Rockwell .  Savannah . 

Illinois Gilbert  W.  Barnard Chicago . 

Indiana William  H.  Smythe Indianapolis. 

Indian  Territory Jos.  S.  Murrow Atoka. 

Iowa     Alf .  Wingate    Des  Moines . 

Ireland John  A.  Baker        Dublin . 

Kansas Thomas  J.  Anderson Topeka. 

Kentucky Alfred  H.  Bryant Covington. 

Louisiana Richard  Lambert     New  Orleans . 

Maine Stephen  Berry Portland . 

Maryland  John  H.  Miller Baltimore 

Mass,  and  Rhode  Island. Benjamin  W.  Rowell Lynn. 

Michigan Henry  L.  Anthony Sturgis. 

Minnesota Thomas  Montgomery St.  Paul. 

Mississippi J.  L.  Power         Jackson . 

Missouri William  H.  Mayo St.Louis,  Box  485^ 

Montana Edward  D.  Neill Helena. 

Nebraska Francis  E.  White  ....    Omaha. 

New  Hampshire Geo.  P.  Cleaves Concord . 

New  Jersey Charles  Bechtel Trenton . 

New  York Arthur  MacArthur Troy. 

North  Carolina James  C.  Munds Wilmington . 

North  Dakota Frank  J.  Thompson Fargo. 

Ohio John  N.  Bell  Dayton. 

Oklahoma DeForest  DeFrancis  Leach  . .  .Oklahoma. 

Oregon James  F.  Robinson Eugene. 

Pennsylvania William  W.  Alien Philadelphia. 

Prince  Edward  Island  . . B.  Wilson  Hifi^gs Charlottetown. 

Scotland Lindsey  MacKersey Edinburg. 

South  Dakota Georee  A.  Pettigrew Flandreau. 

Tennessee  JohnB.  Garrett Nashville . 

Texas    J.  C.  Kidd Dallas 

Vermont Warren  G.  Reynolds. Burlington . 

Victoria,  Great  Priory .  .Charles  Chapman Melbourne,  Aus'a, 

Virgrinia James  B.  Blanks Petersburg. 

Washington Yancey  C.  Blalock Walla  Walla. 

Wyoming    John  C.  Baird Cheyenne. 

W'  St  Virginia Robert  C.  Dunnington Fairmont. 

Wisconsin W.  W.  Perry Milwaukee. 

Grand  Encampment— R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Reuben  H.  Lloyd,  Grand  Mas- 
ter, San  Francisco,  Cal.;  William  H.  Mayo,  Grand  Recorder,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.    Next  Triennial  Grand  Conclave,  at  Louisville,  August  27,  1901. 


Grand  Representatives 

Commissioned  to  the  Grand  CommsLndery  of  Mississippi* 


Grand  Commandery,       Bepresentative—Fostoffice,       VcUe  of  Commission, 

Alabama Rev.  N.  G.  Aug-usstus,  Holly  Springs.  .March  16,  1893. 

Arkansas Harry  T.  Howard,  G.  c,  Bilozi Feb.  7,  1899. 

California Phineas  M.  Savory,  F.  G.  c,  Tupelo. . March  27,  1890. 

Colorado T.  G.  Birchett,  Vicksburg Jan.  24,  1890. 

Connecticut G.  D.  Brown,  Water  Valley Nov.  1,  1898. 

District  Columbia.  E.  J.  Martin,  Meridian Dec.  24,  1898. 

Florida J.  E.  Seavey,  Brookhaven July  28,  1899. 

Georgia J.  C.  French,  P.  G.  C,  Natchez Dec.  7,  1892. 

Illinois James  K.  Moore,  Vicksburg Jan.  2,  1899. 

Indiana C.  E.  Grafton,  Brookhaven July  25,  1899. 

Iowa Frederic  Speed,  P.  G.  c. ,  Vicksburg.  .Dec.  22,  1898. 

Kansae Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  P.  G.  c,  Natchez. .  July  13,  1896. 

Kentucky Cass  Oltenburg,  Lexington Jan.  25,  1899. 

Louisiana E.  Geo.  DeLap,  P.  G.  c,  Natchez 1892. 

Maine C.  L.  Lincoln,  Columbus October  16, 1895. 

Massachusetts  and 

Rhode  Island. .  John  S.  Cobb,  P.  G.  c,  Verona August,  1898. 

Minnesota H.  M.  Romberger,  P.  G.  c,  Winona. .  Nov.  12,  1895. 

Missouri J.  L  Power,  Jackson Feb.  4,  1890. 

Montana — 

Nebraska Emmett  N.  Thomas,  Greenville April  12,    1894. 

New  Hampshire .. B.  V.  White,  Meridian Feb.  8,  1901. 

New  Jersey E.  E.  Clement,  Ocean  Sprin^^s August  21, 1899. 

New  York E.  Geo.  DeLap,  P.  G.  C,  Natchez Jan.  15,  1890. 

North  Carolina. .  .Rev.  Ebenezer  Thompson,  Biloxi March  19,  1897. 

North  Dakota John  D.  Miles,  Vicksburg 

Ohio ...  Rev.  John  A.  B.  Jones,  Gloster April  10, 1898. 

Oregon - 

Pennsylvania Charles  T.  Chamberlain,  Natchez March  14,  1893. 

South  Dakota William  G.  Sykes,  Aberdeen Dec.  16,  1998. 

Tennessee ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Texas    G.J.  Bahin,  Natchez  Nov.  19,  1898. 

Vermont J.  J.  Hayes,  p.  G.  C,  Vicksburg June  5,  1899. 

Virginia William  G.  Benbrook,   Natchez July,  1896. 

West  Virginia W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  P.  G.  c,  Okolona. 

Wisconsio John  A.  Dicks,  Natchez Nov.  20,  1895. 

Wyoming J.  H.  Wright,  Meridian October,  1896. 
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Grand  Representatives 

Commissioned  by  the  GroLiid  Commandery  of  Mississippi* 


Grarid  ComTnandery,       BepreHntative — Postoffice,       DaJU  of  Commismn . 

Alabama Jas.  A.  Moore,  Montevallo Nov.  10,  1899. 

Arizona 

Arkansas George  P.  Taylor,  Forest  City Jan.  18,  1890. 

California Carroll  Cook,  San  Francisco Dec.  19,  1900. 

Colorado Alfonso  A.  Burnard,  Leadville Jan.  2,  1890. 

Connecticut John  W.  Mix,  Meriden  July  22,  1899. 

District  of  Colum- 
bia    Albert  B.  Jackson Oct.  10,  1896. 

Florida John  Sinclair,  Jacksonville Oct.  9, 1896 . 

Georgia   L.  J.  Blalock,  Americus Oct.  9, 1896. 

Illinois James  G.  Elward,  Joliet Jan.  9.  1899. 

Indian  Territory 

Indiana Frederick  Glass,  Madison August  17,  1899. 

Iowa James  Morton,  Cedar  Rapids Nov.  28,  1892. 

Kansas  Charles  M.  Jones,  Wichita July  22,  1899. 

Kentucky Reginald  Heber  Thompson,  Louisville.  June  8,  1892. 

Louisiana Joseph  H.  DeGrange,  New  Orleans . . . 

Maine  J.  H.  Drummond,  Portland Dec.  23,  1889. 

Maryland George  Cook,  Baltimore Oct.  8, 1896. 

Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island. .  .Benjamin  Rowell,  Lynn Dec.  16,  1892. 

Michigan 

Minnesota Charles  H.  Mix,  Crookston  June  28,  1893 

Missouri Alex.  M.  Dockery,  St.  Louis Feb.  5,  1890 

Montana E.  D.  Aiken,  Butte  City July  10, 1891 . 

Nebraska Louis  F.  de  Lorermier,  Desha        Oct.  8, 1896. 

New  Hampshire ..  Rev.  Daniel  C.  Roberts,  Concord .July  22,  1899. 

New  Jersey Thomas  Godson,  Newark  D^c.  23,  1889. 

New  York Theodore  P.  Calkin,  Binghampton. . .  August  19,  1899. 

North  Carolina. .  .Martin  S.  Willard,  Wilmington March  9,  18y7. 

North  Dakota  ....  Frank  A.  Briggs,  Bismarck Oct.  8, 1896. 

Ohio William  L.  Beuchner,  Youngstown ...  March  11,  1893. 

Oklahoma 

Oregon Irvin  W.  Pratt August  19,1899. 

Pennsylvania  —  James  H.  Codding,  Towanda Oct.  19,  1897. 

South  Dakota Levi  B.  French,  Yankton July  22,  1899. 

Tennessee  James  Park  Hanner,  Franklin August  16, 1899. 

Texas Samuel  M.  Williams  July  7,  1899. 

Vermont George  W.  Squier,  Swanton Jan.  18,  1899. 

Virginia John  T.  Parham,  Petersburg August  5,  1889. 

Washington Walter  J.  Thompson,  Tacoma May  24,  1889. 

West  Virginia ....  Thomas  D.  Durrah,  Wheeling Nov.  26,  1892. 

Wisconsin N.  C.  GiflQn,  Fon  du  Lac 

Wyoming John  C.  Davis,  Rawlins Oct.  8,  1895. 


Synopsis  of  Templar  Law 

Applic«Lble  to  ChcLrtered  CommaLiideries. 

BY  FREDERIC  SPEED,  P.  G.  C. 


The  autonomy  of  the  Grand  Ck)mmanderies  having^  been  destroyed 
by  the  Grand  Encampment,  it  became  Indispensible  for  the  latter  to 
replace  the  local  laws  which  formerly  governed  Commanderies,  with  a 
law  of  its  own,  which  it  has  done,  by  the  adoption  of  a  revision  of  its 
Constitution  and  Statutes.  An  attempt  has  been  made  in  the  following 
pages,  to  bring  together  under  appropriate  titles,  in  the  fewest  possible 
words,  the  essence  of  that  portion  only,  of  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, which  are  applicable  to  the  government  of  Chartered  Commande- 
ries, with  a  view  to  assisting  them  to  readily  ascertain  the  rule  of  pro- 
cedure in  any  given  case  and  without  having  to  look  for  it  under  several 
headings;  but  it  is  not  intended  as  a  substitute  for  a  more  critical  study 
of  those  laws,  which  it  is  incumbent  on  every  Commander  to  make,  but 
which  during  the  haste  and  excitement  of  a  Conclave,  is  difficult,  not  to 
say  impossible.  By  a  faulty  arrangement  and  the  distribution  of  parts 
of  the  same  subject  in  more  than  one  place,  and  an  incomprehensible 
system,  or  rather  want  of  system,  in  indexing  ;  and  the  employment  of 
the  same  size  and  style  of  type  in  the  cross  references  and  sub-titles, 
and  the  use  of  the  antiquated  Roman  numerals,  in  the  Code,  it  has 
been  made  a  task  of  larger  proportions  to  ascertain  what  is  the  law, 
than  men  who  lead  busy  lives  are  willing  to  undertake,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  this  synopsis  will  be  of  great  assistance  not  only  to  those  who  are 
so  situated,  but  also  to  Praters  whose  duty  it  is  to  read  and  expound 
the  law. 

AFFILIATION. 

Only  affiliated  Lodge  and  Chapter  Masons  are  eligible  for  the 
Orders.     Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  6,  Statutes,  Sec.  2,  Title  23  and  Title  36. 

APPEAL. 

There  is  no  appeal  to  the  Commandery  from  the  decision  of  the 
Commander.    Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  4. 

ASSESSMENTS. 

Pro  rata  assessments  may  be  levied   in  addition  to  annual  dues 
by  a  majority  vote.     Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  10,  and  Statutes  Sec.  1,  Title  6*, 

BY-LAWS. 
Chartered  Commanderies  are  invested  with  power  to  make  by-laws, 
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St.  Sec.  1,  T.  10;  which  must  be  approved  by  the  Grand  Com  man- 
dery,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  10,  and  amendments  can  only  be  made  in  the  mode 
prescribed  by  them  and  with  like  approval.     Sec.  3,  T.  10. 

CANDIDATE. 

Qualifications  op— 

A  candidate  must  be  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  aflB  Hated  in  Lodj^e 
and  Chapter,  Con .  Sec.  6,  Art.  4,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  23,  and  no  qualifica- 
tions can  be  added  to  these .     Sec.  2,  T.  29. 

Ballot— 

Committee  must  report  before,  St.  Sec.  8,  T.  39,  and  there  can  be 
no  ballot  in  less  than  two  weeks,  without  a  dispensation,  St.  Sec.  1, 
T.  7 ;  it  must  be  unanimous,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  7  ;  every  member  must  vote, 
unless  excused,  St.  Sec.  3,  T.  7.  A  second,  may  be  taken  before  result 
is  recorded,  when  good  cause  is  shown,  before  any  member  has  left 
Asylum^  S.  Sec.  4,  T.  7.  Mistake  can  only  be  corrected  by  dispen- 
sation, St.  Sec.  5,  T.  7,  but  not  after  candidate  has  been  declared  re- 
jected and  result  recorded.    St.  Sec.  6,  T.  7. 

Committee— 

Must  report  before  ballot,  St.  Sec.  8,  T.  39,  in  writing,  but  character 
of  report  must  not  be  recorded,  St.  Sec.  19,  T.  39.  An  unfavorable  re- 
port does  not  dispense  with  a  ballot.    St.  Sec.  11,  T.  39. 

Jurisdiction— 

Extends  half  way  to  the  nearest  Commandery  by  a  direct  line  and 
orders  cannot  be  conferred  upon  one  visiting  in  the  jurisdiction  of 
another  Commandery,  without  first  obtaining  its  permission.  When 
a  petition  is  received  from  a  sojourner  or  one  who  has  not  resided  six 
months  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Commandery,  the  consent  of  Com- 
mandery within  whose  jurisdiction  the  petitioner  has  resided,  must  be 
obtained.  A  Commandery  may  waive  jurisdiction.  A  rejected  candi- 
date cannot  be  received  by  another  Commandery  in  less  than  three 
years  after  such  rejection  and  after  three  years  residence,  without  the 
unanimous  consent  by  ballot,  of  the  rejecting  Commandery.  A  Com- 
mandery has  penal  jurisdiction  over  all  K.  T^s.  within  its  jurisidction. 
St.  T.  29.  Orders  may  be  conferred  at  the  request  of  another  Com- 
mandery .     St.  T.  38. 

Nonafpiliate— 

Orders  not  to  be  conferred  on.    Con.,  Art.  4,  Sec.  4,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  23 
and  T.  35. 
Objection— 

May  be  made  to  conferring  Red  Cross  on  candidates  without  giving 
reasons,  but  charges  must  be  made  and  sustained  when  the  further 
progress  of  a  Red  Cross  Knight  is  objected  to.  A  visitor  may  object 
or  prefer  charges,  but  they  must  be  considered  by  a  majority  vote, 
unless  a  meml^r  makes  them  his  own  by  adopting  them.    St.  T.  37. 

Petition— 

Must  show  Lodge  and  Chapter  in  which  degrees  were  conferred  and 
also  those  in  which  membership  is  held ;  that  there  has  been  no  pre- 
vious rejection,  and  a  belief  in  the  Christian  religion .  St.  Sec.  1,  T. 
39.  It  must  be  signed  in  person,  state  name,  date  of  birth,  residence 
and  occupation,  and  received  only  at  a  Stated  Conclave.  St.  Sec.  3, 
T.  39.  Two  cannot  sign  the  same  petition.  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  39,  and  two 
members  must  vouch  and  recommend.  St.  Sec.  5,  T.  39.  It  must  be 
to  the  nearest  Commandery  to  residence  of  petitioner.  St.  Sec.  6,  T.  39, 
and  cannot  be  withdrawn  unless  for  want  of  jurisdiction.  St.  Sec.  9, 
T    39.     It  can  be  received  and  balloted  on  only  at  a  Stated  Conclave 
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and  not  in  less  than  two  weeks,  without  a  dispensation .  Con.  Art.  4, 
Sec.  3  If  rejected  it  cannot  be  renewed  in  less*  than  six  months  and 
then  only  if  petitioner  is  still  residing  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Oom- 
mandery ;  if  he  has  removed,  then  not  within  three  years  from  rejec- 
tion and  after  three  years  residence  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Ck>mmandery  to  which  it  is  renewed.  St.  Sec.  15,  T.  39,  and  Sec.  4, 
T.  38. 

Proficiency— 

If  candidate  can  give  all  the  si^ns  and  go  through  all  the  ceremo- 
nies (of  preceding  degrees)  he  is  eligible.    St.  T.  41. 

Sojourner— 

Orders  are  not  to  be  conferred  on  a.    Ck)n.  Art.  4,  Sec.  4. 

CEREMONIES. 

Commanderies  close,  not  adjourn  or  call  off.    St.  Sec.  I,  T.  5. 

CHARTER. 

Every  Commandery  must  have  a  charter  and  not  communicate  with 
any  body  not  chartered.  Con.  Art.  4,  Sees.  1  and  2 ;  the  Commander  is 
the  custodian  of  it,  St.,  Sec.  4,  T.  13,  which  must  be  present  at  every 
Conclave.  St.  Sec.  6,  T.  13.  It  cannot  be  surrendered  if  nine  members 
wish  to  retain  it,  St.  Sec.  7,  T.  13.  Forfeiture  does  not  affect  standing 
of  members,  St.  Sec.  3,  T.  23.  It  must  be  arrested  if  no  Conclave  is 
held  for  twelve  months,  St.  Sec.  19,  T.  12,  but  if  suspended  by  Grand 
Commander,  membership  is  not  affected,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  11. 

CONCLAVE. 

Stated  Conclaves  must  be  held  at  least  quarterly,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  may  be  specified  in  charter  or  by-laws  ;  Special  Conclaves  mav 
be  called  by  Commander,  but  no  business  transacted  except  that  speci- 
fied in  notice  or  summons.  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  3.  Commanderies  close, 
not  adjourn,  or  call  off  to  meet  another  day  for  business.  St.  Sec.  1,  T. 
5,  and  Sec.  25,  T.  12.  All  business  must  be  transacted  in  Asylum  at 
Stated  Conclaves  only,  or  at  Special,  when  notice  is  given  of  the  busi- 
ness to  be  done ;  but  arrangements  for  a  funeral  may  be  made  at  Special 
Conclave.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  8.  The  charter  must  be  present.  St.  Sec.  6, 
T.  13.  A  Commandery  must  meet  in  the  place  named  in  its  charter,  but 
may  remove  from  one  house  to  another,  by  vote,  after  notice  to  mem- 
bers, and  temporarily,  in  case  Asylum  is  unfit  for  use,  by  dispensation 
of  Grand  Commander.  St.  T.  31.  Failure  to  meet  for  twelve  months, 
charter  arrested.  St.  Sec.  18,  T.  12.  A  quorum  is  nine  members  enti- 
tled to  vote.    St.  T.  42. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Commanications  between  Commanderies  of  different  Grand  Comman- 
deries, must  be  through  Grand  Commanders.  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  14.  Com- 
plaints and  correspondence  must  bo  through  Commander  to  Grand  Com- 
mander, but  may  be  direct ;  if  he  refuses  to  transmit  it,  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  14, 
A  K.  T.  desiring  information,  should  apply  to  Commander  and  he  to 
Grand  Commander.    St.  T.  27. 

DECISIONS. 

Of  Grand  Commander  are  binding  as  soon  as  known.    St.  Sec.  1, 

T.  16. 

DIMIT. 

Is  to  be  granted  upon  request,  in  writing,  without  a  vote,  if  dues  are 
paid  and  no  charges  pending.    St.  Sees.  1  and  2,  T.   17.      A  certificate 
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given  to  a  K.  T.  restored  to  good  standing,  is  equivalent  to  a  dimit.    St. 
Sec.  13,  T.  48. 

DUES. 

A  Ck)mmandery  has  a  right  to  collect  such  annual  dues  and  pro  rata 
assessments  as  may  be  needed  to  pay  the  expenses,  to  be  determined  by 
a  majority  vote.  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  10,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  18.  The  by-laws 
may  provide  that  members  two  years  in  arrears  shall  be  ineligible  to 
office  and  not  entitled  to  vote,  if  disfranchised  by  a  trial.  St.  Sees.  4  and 
5,  T.  18.  None  can  be  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  without  no- 
tice and  an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  and  there  must  be  a  vote,  whether 
there  is  an  appearance  or  not.    St.  Sees.  6  and  7,  T.  48. 

ELECTION. 

The  Commander,  Generalissimo,  Captain-General,  Treasurer  and  Re- 
corder must  be  elected  and  other  officers  elected  or  appointed  as  by-laws 
provide.  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  2.  Officers  hold  over  until  successors  are 
installed.  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  5.  The  Grand  Commander  may  authorize 
a  special  election  to  fill  vacancies  in  any  office  except  where  there  is  a 
constitutional  right  of  succession  and  when  there  is  a  written  request  by 
the  Commandery.  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  12.  (3)  Election  must  be  by  bal- 
lot and  blanks  are  not  votes.  St.  Sees.  1  and  2,  T.  19.  A  K.  T.  cannot 
be  forced  to  accept  office.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  36.  Only  election  and  term  of 
service  entitle  an  officer  to  prefix  of  *'Past."    St.  T.  50. 

FEES. 

The  fees  for  the  Orders  cannot  be  remitted.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  8,  or  be 
less  than  $30.00.     Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  10. 

FUNERAL. 

Arrangements  for  a,  may  be  made  at  a  Special  Conclave.    St.  Sec. 

1,  T.  8,  and  the  ceremony  of  the  Grand  Encampment  must  be  used.  St. 
Sec.  1,  T.  9-     Unaffiliated  are  not  entitled  to  funeral  honors.     St.  Sec. 

2,  T.  9.  Commandery  may  escort  a  Lodge  at  funeral,  but  not  unless 
there  is  a  Masonic  ceremony.  St.,  Sec.  3,  T.  9,  and  they  cannot  attend 
other  than  a  Knight  Templar's  funeral.     St.  Sec.  4,  T.  9. 

HEALING. 

Is  re-obligating  and  correcting  what  has  been  done  amiss  and  may 
be  by  a  Commandery,  if  it  is  authorized  by  the  Grand  Commandery,  but 
a  clandestine  cannot  be.    St.  T.  26. 

INSTALLATION. 

Officers  may  be  installed  by  a  member  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
by  either  of  the  first  four  officera  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  by  the 
Commander  or  a  Past  Commander,  but  if  by  a  Past  Officer  the  Comman- 
der must  be  present  to  arrange,  or  his  proxy  produced.  The  ceremony 
must  be  that  prescribed  by  Grand  Encampment.  Officers  cannot  be  in- 
stalled by  proxy,  but  re-elected  officers  need  not  be  re-installed .  Instal- 
lation may  be  public  if  in  an  asylum,  but  if  in  other  place  a  dispensation 
is  required.     St.  T.  28. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Those  who  receive  the  Orders  in  a  Commandery  are  members, 
unless  Orders  were  conferred  for  another  Commandery.  St.  Sec.  1,  T. 
33.  One  cannot  be  a  member  of  two  Commanderies.  St.  Sec.  5,  T.  33. 
There  are  no  jurisdictional  requirements  for  membership.  St.  Sec.  11, 
T.  33.  Every  member  must  be  a  member  of  a  Lodge  and  Chapter,  but 
Templar  honors  may,  however,  be  given  or  withheld  a  nonaffiliate  Tem- 
plar.   St.  T.  35.    Members  have  a  right  to  know  all  the  transactions  of 
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their  Commanderies.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  4,  but  can  have  but  one  vote.  St. 
T.  55.  Forfeiture  of  charter  does  not  affect  standinjj  of  members.  St. 
Sec.  3,  T.  23.  Suspended  member  is  restored  by  a  majority  vote  to  good 
standinfiT,  but  it  requires  a  unanimous  vote  to  restore  to  membership. 
St.  Sec." 9,  T.  48.  Expelled  member  is  restored  to  Order  by  a  two-thirds 
vote,  but  it  requires  a  unanimous  vote  to  restore  to  roembeiship.  St. 
Sees.  10  and  11,  T.  48.  Restoration  bv  body  suspending,  expelling  or 
striking  from  the  roll,  restores  to  memliership  in  Commandery,  even  if 
Commandery  afterwards  suspended  or  expelled  in  consequence  of  Lodge 
or  Chapter  action.  St.  Sec.  12,  T.  48.  Honorary  membership  may  be 
conferred  but  it  does  not  give  a  right  to  vote  or  rank,  or  create  a 
liability  for  dues,  or  deprive  him  of  duties  of  active  membership,  or  re- 
lieve him  of  dues.  St.  Sees.  7  and  8,  T.  33.  Life  membership  may  be 
created.  St.  Sec.  8,  T.  33.  If  a  Grand  (  ommandery  restores  a  sus- 
pended or  expelled  member  to  good  standing  merely,  he  is  given  a  cer- 
tificate by  the  Grand  Recorder.  St.  Sec.  6,  T.  3,  which  is  equivalent 
to  a  dimit.     St.  Sec.  13,  T.  48. 

MINUTES. 
Must  be  read  and  corrected  at  close  of  Conclave,  and  read,  corrected 
and  approved  at  next  Stated  Conclave  and  signed  by  the  Recorder.    St. 
T.  34, 

NON-AFFILIATE. 

Templar  honors  may  be  given  or  withheld  a  not -affiliate  Templar, 
but  every  Templar  must  be  a  membrr  of  a  Lodge  and  Chapter.  St. 
T.  35. 

OFFICERS, 

Grand  Commander— 

Cannot  be  officer  of  a  Commandery .  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec  12  Decis- 
ions of,  are  binding  as  soon  as  known.*  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  15.  Must  be  com- 
municated with  through  Commander.  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  14.  Decides 
when  a  Commandery  may  appear  in  public  and  they  must  not  do  so, 
except  at  funerals  or  to  attend  divine  service,  without  his  dispensa- 
tion. St.  Sec.  21,  T.  12.  He  may  suspend  a  Commandery  but  not  its 
members.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  2. 
Commander  — 

Is  to  see  by-laws  and  resolutions  obeyed,  records  accurately  kept, 
returns  made  and  dues  paid,  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  6;  has  casting  vote 
and  there  is  no  appeal  from  decision  of,  to  Commandery,  Con.  Art.  3, 
Sec.  4;  must  take  vow  of  office.  Con.  Art  4,  Sec  9;  is  custodian  of 
charter,  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  13 :  complaints  and  correspondence  with  Grand 
Commander,  must  pass  through,  unless  he  refuses  to  forward,  St.  Sec. 
4,  T.  14,  St.  T.  27  :  debate  ceases  when  he  rises,  St.  Sec  1,  T.  15; 
can  only  be  tried  by  Grand  Commandery,  St.  Sec  2,  T.  11;  cannot 
resign,  St.  Sec.  2,  T  45 ;  becomes  a  Past  Commander  at  expiration  of 
bis  term  of  office,  although  he  may  have  removed  from  State,  St. 
Sec.  5,  T.  43;  Grand  Commander  cannot  be  officer  of  Commandery, 
Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  12.  The  Generalissimo  and  Captain  General,  succeed 
in  absence  or  death  of  Commander,  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  12 ;  in  absence, 
death  or  disability  of  Commander,  Generalissimo,  and  Captain-General, 
Past  Commanders,  preside.  Con.  Art  3,  Sec  7.  Commander  is 
entitled  to  the  prefix  of  *'Pa8t"  only  when  his  term  of  office  expires, 
St.  T.  50. 

Resign— 

Neither  of  first  three  officers  can  resign.    St.  Sec.  2,  T.  45, 
Recorder— 

The  Recorder  issues  summons  and  notices,  attends  Conclaves,  keeps 
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minutes,  collects  moneys,  has  charge  of  seal,  makes  retumB,  remits 
Grand  Commandery  dues,  submits  books  to  be  examined  and  gives  bond. 
Con.  Art.  3,  Sees.  9  and  10. 

Treasurer— 

The  treasurer  is  subject  to  by-laws.  Gives  bond.  Con.  Art.  3, 
Sec.  8. 

Vow  OP  Office— 

Officers  must  take.    Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  9. 

PARLIAMENTARY  LAW. 

Commander  has  casting  vote.  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  4.  Debate  ceases 
when  Commander  rises.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  15.  Member  cannot  have  but 
one  vote,  except  presiding  officer,  who  has  casting  vote  in  addition  to 
individual  vote,  and  all  questions  are  decided  by  majority.    St.  T.  55. 

PROCEEDINGS. 

Members  have  right  to  know  transactions.    St.  Sec.  1,  T.  4. 

QUORUM. 

A  quorum  in  all  Templar  bodies  is  nine  members  entitled  to  vote, 
and  in  absence  of,  no  business  can  be  transacted .     St.  T.  42. 

PUBLIC   APPEARANCE. 

Grand  Commander  d3cides  when  a  Commandery  may  appear  in  pub- 
lic. St.  Sec.  24,  T.  12,  except  at  funerals  or  to  attend  divine  service, 
for  which  no  dispensation  is  required.  St.  21,  T.  12r  And  when  they 
do,  it  must  be  in  uniform.    St.  Sec.  23,  T.  12. 

RANK. 

Senior  Past  Commander  present,  who  is  a  member,  outranks  all 
others,  without  reference  to  where  he  acquired  title.  St.  Sec.  3,  and 
Sec.  7,  T.  43.  According  to  seniority,  succeed  first  three  officers,  in 
absence,  death  or  disability  of.  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  7.  Election  and  term 
of  office  only  entitle  officer  to  prefix  of  "Past."  St.  T.  50.  Present 
officers  outrank  Past  of  any  grade.  St  Sec.  3,  T.  43.  Installation  ia 
necessary  to  confer  rank.    St.  Sec.  2,  T.  43. 

RED  CROSS. 

Red  Cross  may  be  communicated  to  a  foreigner  not  having  it.  St. 
Sec.  1,  T.  22,  and  must  be  conferred  before  Templar  order.  Con.  Art. 
4,  Sec.  8.  Baldric  reversed,  cap  with  Templar,  not  Passion  Cross  or 
covered,  sword  and  white  gloves  to  be  worn  when  conferring.  S.  M. 
wears  royal  robes  and  Prelate  those  of  H.  P.  St.  Sec.  6,  T.  52. 
Commandery  may  adopt  by-law  requiring  R.  C.  Kt.  to  procure  Tem- 
plar uniform  before  conferring  that  order  upon  him.    St.   Sec.  7,  T.  52. 

RITUAL. 

Ritual  of  Grand  Encampment  cannot  be  altered  or  abridged.  St.  T. 
46.  Orders  must  be  conferred:  1.  Red  Cross.  2.  Knight  Templar. 
3.     Malta.     Con.  Art.  4,  Sec  8. 

SEAL. 

Seal  can  be  affixed  to  all  papers  legally  issued.    St.  Sec.  2,  T.  47. 

STANDING. 

Suspension  or  expulsion  deprivCvS  of  membership  and  all  rights  and 
privileges  while  it  continues,  whether  inflicted  by  Lodge,  Chapter  or 
Commandery.  St  Sers.  1  and  2,  T.  4S,  and  Pec.  1,  T.  2:?.  Standing 
is  that  of  Lodge  and  Chapter.     St.  See.  1,  T.  23.     Forfeiture  of  Char- 
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Alabama Rev.  N.  G.  Augusstus,  Holly  Springs.  .March  16,  1893. 

Arkansas Harry  T.  Howard,  G.  c,  Biloxi Feb.  7,  1899. 

California Phineas  M.  Savory,  p.  6.  c,  Tupelo.. March  27,  1890. 

Colorado T.  G.  Birohett,  Vicksburg Jan.  24,  1890. 

Connecticut G.  D.  Brown,  Water  Valley Nov.  1,  1898. 

District  Columbia.  E.  J .  Martin,  Meridian Dec.  24,  1898. 

Florida J.  £.  Seavey ,  Brookhaven July  28,  1899. 

Georgia J.  C.  French,  p.  o.  c,  Natchez Dec.  7, 1892. 

Illinois James  K.  Moore,  Vicksburg Jan.  2,  1899. 

Indiana C.  £.  Grafton,  Brookhaven July  25,  1899. 

Iowa Fre  deric  Speed ,  P.  o.  C. ,  Vicksburg . .  Dec.  22,  1898. 
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Louisiana E.  Geo.  DeLap,  P.  G.  C,  Natchez 1892. 

Maine C.  L.  Lincoln,  Columbus October  16, 1895. 
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Rhode  Island. .  John  S.  Cobb,  P.  G.  c,  Verona August,  1898. 

Minnesota H.  M.  Romberger,  P.  G.  c,  Winona.. Nov.  12,  1895. 

Missouri J.  L  Power,  Jackson Feb.  4,  1890. 

Montana 

Nebraska Emmett  N.  Thomas,  Greenville April  12,    1894 . 

New  Hampshire  .  B.  V.  White,  Meridian Feb .  8,  1901 . 

New  Jersey E.  E.  Clement,  Ocean  Sprinsrs August  21, 1899. 

New  York E.  Geo.  DeLap,  P.  G.  C,  Natchez Jan.  15,  1890. 

North  Carolina.  ..Rev.  Ebenezer  Thompson,  Biloxi. ...  March  19,  1897. 

North  Dakota John  D.  Miles,  Vicksburg 

Ohio ...  Rev.  John  A.  B.  Jones,  Gloster April  10, 1898. 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania. ...  Charles  T.  Chamberlain,  Natchez March  14,  1893. 

South  Dakota William  G.  Sykes,  Aberdeen Dec.  16,  1998. 

Tennessee ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Texas    ...  G.J.  Bahin,  Natchez  Nov.  19,  1898. 

Vermont J.  J.  Hayes,  P.  G.  c,  Vicksburg June  5,  1899. 

Virginia William  G.  Benbrook,   Natchez July,  1896. 

West  Virginia W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.  G.  c,  Okolona. 

Wisconsio John  A.  Dicks,  Natchez Nov.  20,  1895. 

Wyoming J.  H.  Wright,  Meridian October,  1896. 


0-4 


Grand  Representatives 

Commissioned  by  the  Graiiid  Commandery  of  Mississippi, 
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Alabama Jas.  A.  Moore,  Montevallo Nov.  10,  1899. 

Arizona 

Arkansas George  P.  Taylor,  Forest  City Jan.  18,  1890. 

California Carroll  Cook,  San  Francisco Dec.  19,  1900. 

Colorado Alfonso  A.  Burnard,  Leadville Jan.  2,  1890. 

Connecticut John  W.  Mix,  Meriden  July  22,  1899. 

District  of  Colum- 
bia    Alberts.  Jackson Oct.  10,  1896. 

Florida John  Sinclair,  Jacksonville Oct.  9, 1896 . 

Georgia L.  J.  Blalock,  Americus Oct.  9, 1896. 

Illinois James  G.  Elward,  Joliet Jan.  9.  1899. 

Indian  Territory 

Indiana Frederick  Glass,  Madison August  17,  1899. 

Iowa James  Morton,  Cedar  Rapids Nov.  28,  1892 . 

Kansas  Charles  M.  Jones,  Wichita July  22,  1899. 

Kentucky Reginald  Heber  Thompson,  Louisville.  June  8,  1892. 

Louisiana Joseph  H.  DeGrange,  New  Orleans. . . 

Maine  J.  H.  Drum mond,  Portland Dec.  23,  1889. 

Maryland George  Cook,  Baltimore Oct.  8, 1896. 

Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island . . .  Benjamin  Rowell,  Lynn Dec.  16,  1892. 

Michigan 

Minnesota Charles  H.  Mix,  Crookston  June  28,  1898 

Missouri Alex.  M.  Dockery,  St.  Louis Feb.  5,  1 890 

Montana E.  D.  Aiken,  Butte  City July  10, 1891 . 

Nebraska Louis  F.  de  Lorermier,  Desha        Oct.  8, 1896. 

New  Hampshire ..  Rev.  Daniel  C.  Roberts,  Concord .July  22,  1899. 

New  Jersey Thomas  Godson,  Newark  Dec.  23,  1889. 

New  York Theodore  P.  Calkin,  Binghampton. . .  August  19.  1899. 

North  Carolina. .  .Martin  S.  Willard,  Wilmington March  9,  18v^7. 

North  Dakota  —  Frank  A.  Briggs,  Bismarck Oct.  8, 1896. 

Ohio William  L.  Beuchner,  Youngstown. .  .March  11,  1893. 

Oklahoma 

Oregon Irvin  W.  Pratt August  19, 1899. 

Pennsylvania  —  James  H.  Codding,  Towanda Oct.  19,  1897. 

South  Dakota Levi  B.  French,  Yankton July  22,  1899. 

Tennessee  James  Park  Hanner,  Franklin August  16, 1899. 

Texas Samuel  M.  Williams  July  7,  1899. 

Vermont George  W.  Squier,  Swan  ton Jan.  18,  1899. 

Virginia John  T.  Parham,  Petersburg August  5,  1889. 

Washington Walter  J.  Thompson,  Tacoma May  24,  1889. 

West  Virginia ....  Thomas  D.  Durrah,  Wheeling Nov.  26,  1892. 

Wisconsin N.  C.  Giffin,  Fon  du  Lac 

Wyoming .... John  C.  Davis,  Rawlins Oct.  8,  1895. 


Synopsis  of  Templar  Law 

Applicotble  to  Ch«Lrtered  CommaLiideries. 

BY  FREDERIC  SPEED,  P.  G.  C. 


The  autonomj  of  the  Grand  Commanderies  having  been  destroyed 
by  the  Grand  Encampment,  it  became  indispensible  for  the  latter  to 
replace  the  local  laws  which  formerly  governed  Commanderies,  with  a 
law  of  its  own,  which  it  has  done,  by  the  adoption  of  a  revision  of  its 
Constitution  and  Statutes.  An  attempt  has  been  made  in  the  following 
pages,  to  bring  together  under  appropriate  titles,  in  the  fewest  possible 
words,  the  essence  of  that  portion  only,  of  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, which  are  applicable  to  the  government  of  Chartered  Commande- 
ries, with  a  view  to  assisting  them  to  readily  ascertain  the  rule  of  pro- 
cedure in  any  given  case  and  without  having  to  look  for  it  under  several 
headings;  but  it  is  not  intended  as  a  substitute  for  a  more  critical  study 
of  those  laws,  which  it  is  incumbent  on  every  Commander  to  make,  but 
which  during  the  haste  and  excitement  of  a  Conclave,  is  difficult,  not  to 
say  impossible.  By  a  faulty  arrangement  and  the  distribution  of  parts 
of  the  same  subject  in  more  than  one  place,  and  an  incomprehensible 
system,  or  rather  want  of  system,  in  indexing  ;  and  the  employment  of 
the  same  size  and  style  of  type  in  the  cross  references  and  sub-titles, 
and  the  use  of  the  antiquated  Roman  numerals,  in  the  Code,  it  has 
been  made  a  task  of  larger  proportions  to  ascertain  what  is  the  law, 
than  men  who  lead  busy  lives  are  willing  to  undertake,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  this  synopsis  will  be  of  great  assistance  not  only  to  those  who  are 
so  situated,  but  also  to  Fraters  whose  duty  it  is  to  read  and  expound 
the  law. 

AFFILIATION. 

Only  affiliated  Lodge  and  Chapter  Masons  are  eligible  for  the 
Orders.    Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  6,  Statutes,  Sec.  2,  Title  23  and  Title  36. 

APPEAL. 

There  is  no  appeal  to  the  Commandery  from  the  decision  of  the 
Commander.    Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  4. 

ASSESSMENTS. 

Pro  rata  assessments   may  be  levied  in  addition  to  annual  dues 
by  a  majority  vote.     Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  10,  and  Statutes  Sec.  1,  Title  6*. 

BY-LAWS. 
Chartered  Commanderies  are  invested  with  power  to  make  by-laws, 
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St.  Sec.  1,  T.  10;  which  must  be  approved  by  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  10,  and  amendments  can  only  be  made  in  the  mode 
prescribed  by  them  and  with  like  approval.     Sec.  3,  T.  10. 

CANDIDATE. 

Qualifications  op— 

A  candidate  must  be  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  afl9 Hated  in  Lodf^e 
and  Chapter,  Con.  Sec.  6,  Art.  4,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  23,  and  no  qualifica- 
tions can  be  added  to  these.    Sec.  2,  T.  20. 

Ballot— 

Committee  must  report  before,  St.  Sec.  8,  T.  39,  and  there  can  be 
no  ballot  in  less  than  two  weeks,  without  a  dispensation,  St.  Sec.  1, 
T.  7 ;  it  must  be  unanimous,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  7  ;  every  member  must  vote, 
unless  excused,  St.  Sec.  3,  T.  7.  A  second,  may  be  taken  before  result 
is  recorded,  when  good  cause  is  shown,  before  any  member  has  left 
Asylum,  S.  Sec.  4,  T.  7.  Mistake  can  only  be  corrected  by  dispen- 
sation, St.  Sec.  5,  T.  7,  but  not  after  candidate  has  been  declared  re- 
jected and  result  recorded.    St.  Sec.  6,  T.  7. 

Committee— 

Must  report  before  ballot,  St.  Sec.  8,  T.  39.  in  writing,  but  character 
of  report  must  not  be  recorded,  St.  Sec.  19,  T.  39.  An  unfavorable  re- 
port does  not  dispense  with  a  ballot.    St.  Sec.  11,  T.  39. 

Jurisdiction— 

Extends  half  way  to  the  nearest  Commandery  by  a  direct  line  and 
orders  cannot  be  conferred  upon  one  visiting  in  the  gurisdictioo  of 
another  Commandery,  without  first  obtaining  its  permission.  When 
a  petition  is  received  from  a  sojourner  or  one  who  has  not  resided  six 
months  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Commandery,  the  consent  of  Com- 
mandery within  whose  jurisdiction  the  petitioner  has  resided,  must  be 
obtainea.  A  Commandery  may  waive  jurisdiction.  A  rejected  candi- 
date cannot  be  received  by  another  Commandery  in  less  than  three 
years  after  such  rejection  and  after  three  years  residence,  without  the 
unanimous  consent  by  ballot,  of  the  rejecting  Commander^.  A  Com- 
mandery has  penal  jurisdiction  over  all  K.  T's.  within  its  jurisidction. 
St.  T.  29.  Orders  may  be  conferred  at  the  request  of  another  Com- 
mandery.    St.  T.  38. 

NONAFFILIATE— 

Orders  not  to  be  conferred  on.    Con.,  Art.  4,  Sec.  4,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  23 
and  T.  35. 
Objection— 

May  be  made  to  conferring  Red  Cross  on  candidates  without  giving 
reasons,  but  charges  must  be  made  and  sustained  when  the  further 
progress  of  a  Red  Cross  Knight  is  objected  to.  A  visitor  may  object 
or  prefer  charges,  but  they  must  be  considered  by  a  majority  vote, 
unless  a  member  makes  them  his  own  by  adopting  them.    St.  T.  37. 

Petition— 

Must  show  Lodge  and  Chapter  in  which  degrees  were  conferred  and 
also  those  in  which  membership  is  held ;  that  there  has  been  no  pre- 
vious rejection,  and  a  belief  in  the  Christian  religion.  St.  Sec.  1,  T. 
39.  It  must  be  signed  in  person,  state  name,  date  of  birth,  residence 
and  occupation,  and  received  only  at  a  Stated  Conclave .  St.  Sec.  3, 
T.  39.  Two  cannot  sign  the  same  petition.  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  39,  and  two 
members  must  vouch  and  recommend.  St.  Sec.  5,  T.  39.  It  must  be 
to  the  nearest  Commandery  to  residence  of  petitioner.  St.  Sec.  6,  T.  39, 
and  cannot  be  withdrawn  unless  for  want  of  jurisdiction.  St.  Sec.  9, 
T    39.     It  can  be  received  and  balloted  on  only  at  a  Stated  Conclave 
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and  not  in  less  than  two  weeks,  without  a  dispensation ■  Con.  Art.  4, 
Sec.  3  If  rejected  it  cannot  be  renewed  in  less  than  six  months  and 
then  only  if  petitioner  is  still  residing  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Com- 
naandei^ ;  if  he  has  removed,  then  not  within  three  years  from  rejec- 
tion and  after  three  years  residence  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Ck>mmandery  to  which  it  is  renewed.  St.  Sec.  15,  T.  39,  and  Sec.  4, 
T.  38. 

Proficiency — 

If  candidate  can  give  all  the  signs  and  go  through  all  the  ceremo- 
nies (of  preceding  degrees)  he  is  eligible.    St.  T.  41. 
Sojourner— 

Orders  are  not  to  be  conferred  on  a.    Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  4. 

CEREMONIES. 

Commanderies  close,  not  adjourn  or  call  off.    St.  Sec  1,  T.  5. 

CHARTER. 

Every  Commandery  must  have  a  charter  and  not  communicate  with 
any  body  not  chartered.  Con.  Art.  4,  Sees.  1  and  2 ;  the  Commander  is 
the  custodian  of  it,  St.,  Sec.  4,  T.  13,  which  must  be  present  at  every 
Ck>nclave.  St.  Sec.  6,  T.  13.  It  cannot  be  surrendered  if  nine  members 
wish  to  retain  it,  St.  Sec.  7,  T.  13.  Forfeiture  does  not  affect  standing 
of  members,  St.  Sec.  3,  T.  23.  It  must  be  arrested  if  no  Conclave  is 
held  for  twelve  months,  St.  Sec.  19,  T.  12,  but  if  suspended  by  Grand 
Commander,  membership  is  not  affected,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  11. 

CONCLAVE. 

Stated  Conclaves  must  be  held  at  least  quarterly,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  may  be  specified  in  charter  or  by-laws  ;  Special  Conclaves  may 
be  called  by  Commander,  but  no  business  transacted  except  that  speci- 
fied in  notice  or  summons.  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  3.  Commanderies  close, 
not  adjourn,  or  call  off  to  meet  another  day  for  business.  St.  Sec.  1,  T. 
5,  and  Sec.  25,  T.  12.  All  business  must  be  transacted  in  Asylum  at 
Stated  Conclaves  only,  or  at  Special,  when  notice  is  given  of  the  busi- 
ness to  be  done  ;  but  arrangements  for  a  funeral  may  be  made  at  Special 
Conclave.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  8.  The  charter  must  be  present.  St.  Sec.  6, 
T.  13.  A  Commandery  must  meet  in  the  place  named  in  its  charter,  but 
may  remove  from  one  house  to  another,  by  vote,  after  notice  to  mem- 
bers, and  temporarily,  in  case  Asylum  is  unfit  for  use,  by  dispensation 
of  Grand  Commander.  St.  T.  31.  Failure  to  meet  for  twelve  months, 
charter  arrested.  St.  Sec.  18,  T.  12.  A  quorum  is  nine  members  enti- 
tled to  vote.    St.  T.  42. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Commanications  between  Commanderies  of  different  Grand  Comman- 
deries, must  be  through  Grand  Commanders.  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  14.  Com- 
plaints and  correspondence  must  be  through  Commander  to  Grand  Com- 
mander, but  may  be  direct ;  if  he  refuses  to  transmit  it,  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  14, 
A  K.  T.  desiring  information,  should  apply  to  Commander  and  he  to 
Grand  Commander.    St.  T.  27. 

DECISIONS. 

Of  Grand  Commander  are  binding  as  soon  as  known.    St.  Sec.  1, 

T.  16. 

DIMIT. 

Is  to  be  granted  xv^n  request,  in  writing,  without  a  vote,  if  dues  are 
paid  and  no  charges  pending.    St.  Sees.  1  and  2,  T.  17.      A  certificate 
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given  to  a  K.  T.  restored  to  good  standing,  is  equivalent  to  a  dimit.    St. 
Sec.  13,  T.  48. 

DUES. 

A  Commandery  has  a  right  to  collect  such  annual  dues  and  pro  rata 
assessments  as  may  be  needed  to  pay  the  expenses,  to  be  determined  by 
a  majority  vote.  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  10,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  18.  The  by-laws 
may  provide  that  members  two  years  in  arrears  shall  be  ineligible  to 
office  and  not  entitled  to  yote,  if  disfranchised  by  a  trial.  St.  Sees.  4  and 
5,  T.  18.  None  can  be  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  without  no- 
tice and  an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  aad  there  must  be  a  vote,  whether 
there  is  an  appearance  or  not.    St.  Sees.  6  and  7,  T.  48. 

ELECTION. 

The  Commander,  Greneralissimo,  Captain-General,  Treasurer  and  Re- 
corder must  be  elected  and  other  officers  elected  or  appointed  as  by-laws 
provide.  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  2.  Officers  hold  over  until  successors  are 
installed.  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  5.  The  Grand  Commander  may  authorize 
a  special  election  to  fill  vacancies  in  any  office  except  where  there  is  a 
constitutional  right  of  succession  and  when  there  is  a  written  request  by 
the  Commandery.  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  12.  (3)  Election  must  be  by  bal- 
lot and  blanks  are  not  votes.  St.  Sees.  1  and  2.  T.  19.  A  K.  T.  cannot 
be  forced  to  accept  office.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  36.  Only  election  and  term  of 
service  entitle  an  officer  to  prefix  of  "Past."    St.  T.  50. 

FEES. 

The  fees  for  the  Orders  cannot  be  remitted.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  8,  or  be 
less  than  $30. 00.     Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  10. 

FUNERAL. 

Arrangements  for  a,  may  be  made  at  a  Special  Conclave.    St.  Sec. 

1,  T.  8,  and  the  ceremony  of  the  Grand  Encampment  must  be  used.  St. 
Sec-  1,  T.  9.    Unaffiliated  are  not  entitled  to  funeral  honors.    St.  Sec. 

2,  T.  9.  Commandery  may  escort  a  Lodge  at  funeral,  but  not  unless 
there  is  a  Masonic  ceremony.  St.  Sec.  3,  T.  9,  and  they  cannot  attend 
other  than  a  Knight  Templar's  funeral.     St.  Sec.  4,  T.  9. 

HEALING. 

Is  re-obligating  and  correcting  what  has  been  done  amiss  and  may 
be  by  a  Commandery,  if  it  is  authorized  by  the  Grand  Commandery,  but 
a  clandestine  cannot  be.    St.  T.  26. 

INSTALLATION. 

Officers  may  be  installed  by  a  member  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
by  either  of  the  first  four  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  by  the 
Commander  or  a  Past  Commander,  but  if  by  a  Past  Officer  the  Comman- 
der must  be  present  to  arrange,  or  his  proxy  produced.  The  ceremony 
must  be  that  proscribed  by  Grand  Encampment.  Officers  cannot  be  in- 
stalled by  proxy,  but  re-elected  officers  need  not  be  re-installed .  Instal- 
lation may  be  public  if  in  an  asylum,  but  if  in  other  place  a  dispensation 
is  required.     St.  T.  28. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Those  who  receive  the  Orders  in  a  Commandery  are  members, 
unless  Orders  wee  conferred  for  another  Commandery.  St.  Sec.  1,  T. 
33.  One  cannot  be  a  member  of  two  Commanderies .  St.  Sec.  5,  T.  33. 
There  are  no  jurisdictional  requirements  for  membership.  St.  Sec.  11, 
T.  33.  Every  member  must  be  a  member  of  a  Lodge  and  Chapter,  but 
Templar  honors  may,  however,  be  given  or  withheld  a  nonaffiliate  Tem- 
plar.   St.  T.  35.    Members  have  a  right  to  know  all  the  transactions  of 
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their  Commanderies.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  4,  but  can  have  but  one  vote.  St. 
T.  55.  Forfeiture  of  charter  does  not  affect  standinf^  of  members.  St. 
Sec.  3,  T.  23.  Suspended  member  is  restored  by  a  majority  vote  to  good 
standing,  but  it  requires  a  unanimous  vote  to  restore  to  membership. 
St.  Sec.  9,  T.  48.  Expelled  member  is  restored  to  Order  by  a  two-thirds 
vote,  but  it  requires  a  unanimous  vote  to  restore  to  membeiship.  St. 
Sees.  10  and  11,  T.  48.  Restoration  by  body  suspending,  expelling  or 
striking  from  the  roll,  restores  to  membership  in  Commandery,  even  if 
Ck)mmandery  afterwards  suspended  or  expelled  in  consequence  of  Lodge 
or  Chapter  action.  St.  Sec.  12,  T.  48.  Honorary  membership  may  be 
conferred  but  it  does  not  give  a  right  to  vote  or  rank,  or  create  a 
liability  for  dues,  or  deprive  him  of  duties  of  active  membership,  or  re- 
lieve him  of  dues .  St.  Sees.  7  and  8,  T.  33.  Life  membership  may  be 
created.  St.  Sec.  8,  T.  33.  If  a  Grand  <  ommandery  restores  a  sus- 
pended or  expelled  member  to  good  standing  merely,  be  is  given  a  cer- 
tificate by  the  Grand  Recorder.  St.  Sec.  6,  T.  3,  which  is  equivalent 
to  a  dimit.     St.  Sec.  13,  T.  48. 

MINUTES. 
Must  be  read  and  corrected  at  close  of  Conclave,  and  read,  corrected 
and  approved  at  next  Stated  Conclave  and  signed  bv  the  Recorder.    St. 
T.  34. 

NON-AFFILIATE. 

Templar  honors  may  be  given  or  withheld  a  not -affiliate  Templar, 
but  every  Templar  must  be  a  membfr  of  a  Lodge  and  Chapter.  St. 
T.  35. 

OFFICERS. 

Grand  Commander— 

Cannot  be  officer  of  a  Commandery.  Con.  Art.  4.  Sec  12.  Decis- 
ions of,  are  binding  as  soon  as  known.*  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  15.  Must  be  com- 
municated with  through  Commander.  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  14.  Decides 
when  a  Commandery  may  appear  in  public  and  they  must  not  do  so, 
except  at  funerals  or  to  attend  divine  service,  without  his  dispensa- 
tion. St.  Sec.  21,  T.  12.  He  may  suspend  a  Commandery  but  not  its 
members.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  2. 
Commander- 

Is  to  see  by-laws  and  resolutions  obeyed,  records  accurately  kept, 
returns  made  and  dues  paid,  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  6;  has  casting  vote 
and  there  is  no  appeal  from  decision  of,  to  Commandery,  Con.  Art.  3, 
Sec.  4;  must  take  vow  of  office,  Con.  Art  4,  Sec  9;  is  custodian  of 
charter,  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  13 ;  complaints  and  correspondence  with  Grand 
Commander,  must  pass  through,  unless  he  refuses  to  forward,  St.  Sec. 
4,  T.  14,  St.  T.  27:  debate  ceases  when  he  rises,  St.  Sec  1,  T.  15; 
can  only  be  tried  by  Grand  Commandery,  St.  Sec  2,  T.  11;  cannot 
resign,  St.  Sec.  2,  T  45 ;  becomes  a  Past  Commander  at  expiration  of 
his  term  of  office,  although  he  may  have  removed  from  State,  St. 
Sec.  5,  T.  43;  Grand  Commander  cannot  be  officer  of  Commandery, 
Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  12.  The  Generalissimo  and  Captain  General,  succeed 
in  absence  or  death  of  Commander,  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  12 ;  in  absence, 
death  or  disability  of  Commander,  Generalissimo,  and  Captain-General, 
Past  Commanders,  preside,  Con.  Art  3,  Sec  7.  Commander  is 
entitled  to  the  prefix  of  *'Past''  only  when  his  term  of  office  expires, 
St.  T.  50. 

Resign— 

Neither  of  first  three  officers  can  resign.     St.  Sec.  2,  T.  45. 
Recorder— 

The  Recorder  issues  summons  and  notices,  attends  Conclaves,  keeps 
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minutes,  collects  moneys,  has  charge  of  seal,  makes  returns,  remltB 
Grand  Commandery  dues,  submits  books  to  be  examined  and  gives  bond* 
Con.  Art.  3,  Sees.  9  and  10. 

Treasurer— 

The  treasurer  is  subject  to  by-laws.  Gives  bond.  Con.  Art.  3, 
Sec.  8. 

Vow  OP  Office— 

Officers  must  take.    Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  9. 

PARLIAMENTARY   LAW. 

Commander  has  casting  vote.  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  4.  Debate  ceases 
when  Commander  rises.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  15.  Member  cannot  have  but 
one  vote,  except  presiding  officer,  who  has  casting  vote  in  addition  to 
individual  vote,  and  all  questions  are  decided  by  majority.     St.  T.  55. 

PROCEEDINGS. 

Members  have  right  to  know  transactions.    St.  Sec.  1,  T.  4. 

QUORUM. 

A  quorum  in  all  Templar  bodies  is  nine  members  entitled  to  vote, 
and  in  absence  of,  no  business  can  be  transacted .    St.  T.  42. 

PUBLIC   APPEARANCE. 

Grand  Commander  docides  when  a  Commandery  may  api)ear  in  pub- 
lic. St.  Sec.  24,  T.  12,  except  at  funerals  or  to  attend  divine  service, 
for  which  no  dispensation  is  required.  St.  21,  T.  12.  And  when  they 
do,  it  must  be  in  uniform.    St.  Sec.  23,  T.  12. 

RANK. 

Senior  Past  Commander  present,  who  is  a  member,  outranks  all 
others,  without  reference  to  where  he  acquired  title.  St.  Sec.  3,  and 
Sec.  7,  T.  43.  According  to  seniority,  succeed  first  three  officers,  in 
absence,  death  or  disability  of.  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  7.  Election  and  term 
of  office  only  entitle  officer  to  prefix  of  *'Past."  St.  T.  50.  Present 
officers  outrank  Past  of  any  grade.  St  Sec.  3,  T.  43.  Installation  is 
necessary  to  confer  rank.    St.  Sec.  2,  T.  43. 

RED  CROSS. 

Red  Cross  may  be  communicated  to  a  foreigner  not  having  it.  St. 
Sec.  1,  T.  22,  and  must  be  conferred  before  Templar  order.  Con.  Art. 
4,  Sec.  8.  Baldric  reversed,  cap  with  Templar,  not  Passion  Cross  or 
covered,  sword  and  white  gloves  to  be  worn  when  conferring.  S.  M. 
wears  royal  robes  and  Prelate  those  of  H.  P.  St.  Sec.  6,  T.  52. 
Commandery  may  adopt  by-law  requiring  R.  C.  Kt.  to  procure  Tem- 
plar uniform  before  conferring  that  order  upon  him.    St.   Sec.  7,  T.  52. 

RITUAL. 

Ritual  of  Grand  Encampment  cannot  be  altered  or  abridged.  St.  T. 
46.  Orders  must  be  conferred:  1.  Red  Cross.  2.  Knight  Templar. 
3.     Malta.    Con.  Art.  4,  Sec  8. 

SEAL. 
Seal  can  be  affixed  to  all  papers  legally  issued.    St.  Sec.  2,  T.  47. 

STANDING. 

Suspension  or  expulsion  deprives  of  membership  and  all  rights  and 
privileges  while  it  continues,  whether  inflicted  by  Lodge,  Chapter  or 
Commandery.  St  Sees.  1  and  2,  T.  48,  and  Pec.  1,  T.  28.  Standing 
is  that  of  Lodge  and  Chapter.     St.  Sec.  1,  T.  23.    Forfeiture  of  Char- 


Grand  Representatives 

Commissioned  to  the  Grand  Commeindery  of  Mississippi, 


Grand  Commandery,       BepresentaUve—Postofflce.       Date  of  Commission, 

Alabama Rev.  N.  G.  Aug^usstuB,  Holly  Springs.  .March  16,  1893. 

Arkansas Harry  T.  Howard,  G.  C,  Biloxi Feb.  7,  1899. 

California Phineas  M.  Savery,  P.  o.  c,  Tupelo.. March  27,  1890. 

Colorado T.  G.  Birchett,  Vicksburg Jan.  24,  1890. 

Connecticut G.  D.  Brown,  Water  Valley Nov.  1,  1898. 

£)  istrict  Columbia .  E.  J .  Martin,  Meridian Dec.  24,  1898. 

Florida J.  E.  Seavey ,  Brookhaven July  28,  1899. 

Georgia J.  C.  French,  p.  o.  c,  Natchez Dec.  7, 1892. 

Illinois James  K.  Moore,  Vicksburg Jan.  2,  1899. 

Indiana C.  E.  Grafton,  Brookhaven July  25, 1899. 

Iowa Fre  deric  Speed ,  P.  G.  C. ,  Vicksburg . .  Dec.  22, 1898. 

Kansas Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  P.  G.  C,  Natchez.  .July  13,  1896. 

Kentucky Cass  Oltenburg,  Lexington Jan.  25,  1899. 

Liouisiana E.  Geo.  DeLap,  P.  G.  c.,  Natchez 1892. 

Maine C.  L.  Lincoln,  Columbus October  16, 1895. 

Massachusetts  and 

Rhode  Island. .  John  S.  Cobb,  P.  G.  c.,  Verona August,  1898. 

Minnesota H.  M.  Romberger,  P.  G.  C,  Winona. .  Nov.  12,  1895. 

Missouri J.  L  Power,  Jackson Feb.  4,  1890. 

Montana 

Nebraska Emmett  N.  Thomas,  Greenville April  12,    1894. 

New  Hampshire . .  B.  V.  White,  Meridian Feb .  8,  1901 . 

New  Jersey E.  E.  Clement,  Ocean  Sprins^s August  21, 1899. 

New  York E.  Geo.  DeLap,  p.  G.  c,  Natchez Jan.  15,  1890. 

North  Carolina... Rev.  Ebenezer  Thompson,  Biloxi March  19,  1897. 

North  Dakota John  D.  Miles,  Vicksburg 

Ohio Rev.  John  A.  B.  Jones,  Gloster April  10, 1898. 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania Charles  T.  Chamberlain,  Natchez March  14,  1893. 

South  Dakota William  G.  Sykes,  Aberdeen Dec.  16,  1998. 

Tennessee ■^■^■■^■■I^BMI 

Texas    G.  J.  Bahin,  Natchez  Nov.  19,  1898. 

Vermont J.  J.  Hayes,  P.  G.  c,  Vicksburg June  5,  1899. 

Virginia William  G.  Benbrook,   Natchez July,  1896. 

West  Virginia W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.  G.  c,  Okolona. 

Wisconsio John  A.  Dicks,  Natchez Nov.  20,  1895. 

Wyoming J.  H.  Wright,  Meridian October,  1896. 


0-4 


Grand  Representatives 

Commissioned  by  the  GroLiid  Commiandery  of  Mississippi, 


Chrand  Commandery.        Bepresentative—Fostoffice.        Date  of  Commusmi\ . 

Alabama Jas.  A.  Moore,  Montevallo Nov.  10,  1899. 
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Arkansas George  P.  Taylor,  Forest  City Jan.  18,  1890. 

California Carroll  Cook,  San  Francisco Dec.  19,  1900. 

Colorado Alfonso  A.  Burnard,  Leadville Jan.  2,  1890. 
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bia    Alberts.  Jackson Oct.  10,  1896. 

Florida John  Sinclair,  Jacksonville Oct.  9, 1896 . 

Georgia   L.  J.  Blalock,  Americus Oct.  9, 1896. 

Illinois James  G.  Elward,  Joliet Jan.  9.  1899. 
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Indiana Frederick  Glass,  Madison Au<?ust  17,  1899. 

Iowa James  Morton,  Cedar  Rapids Nov.  28,  1892. 

Kansas  Charles  M.  Jones,  Wichita July  22,  1899. 

Kentucky Reginald  Heber  Thompson,  Louisville.  June  8,  1892. 

Louisiana Joseph  H.  DeG range,  New  Orleans. . . 

Maine  J.  H.  Drummond,  Portland Dec.  23,  1889. 

Maryland George  Cook,  Baltimore Oct.  8, 1896. 

Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island. . . Benjamin  Rowell,  Lynn Dec.  16,  1892. 

Michigan 

Minnesota Charles  H.  Mix,  Crookston  June  28,  189:{ 

Missouri Alex.  M.  Dockery,  St.  Louis Feb.  5,  1890 

Montana E.  D.  Aiken,  Butte  City July  10, 1891. 

Nebraska Louis  F.  de  Lorermier,  Desha        Oct.  8, 1896. 

New  Hampshire.. Rev.  Daniel  C.  Roberts,  Concord .July  22,  1899. 

New  Jersey Thomas  Godson,  Newark  Dec.  23,  1889. 

New  York Theodore  P.  Calkin,  Binghampton. . .  August  19.  1899. 

North  Carolina. .  .Martin  S.  Willard,  Wilmington March  9,  18«7. 

North  Dakota  ....  Frank  A.  Briggs,  Bismarck Oct.  8, 1896. 

Ohio William  L.  Beuchner,  Youngstown. .  .March  11,  1893. 
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Oregon Irvin  W.  Pratt  August  19, 3899. 

Pennsylvania  —  James  H.  Coddinpr,  Towanda Oct.  19,  1897. 

South  Dakota Levi  B.  French,  Yankton July  22,  1899. 

Tennessee  James  Park  Banner,  Franklin August  16, 1899. 

Texas Samuel  M.  Williams  July  7,  1899. 

Vermont George  W.  Squier,  Swanton Jan.  18,  1899. 

Virginia John  T.  Parham,  Petersburg August  5,  1889. 

Washington Walter  J.  Thompson,  Tacoma May  24,  1889. 

West  Virginia ....  Thomas  D.  Durrah,  Wheeling Nov.  26,  1892. 

Wisconsin N.  C.  GiflBn,  Fon  du  Lac 

Wyoming .... John  C.  Davis,  Rawlins Oct.  8,  1895. 


Synopsis  of  Templar  Law 

Applicatble  to  Chtt.rtered  Comni8Li\deries. 

BY  FREDERIC  SPEED,  P.  O.  C. 


The  aatonomy  of  the  Grand  CommaDderies  having^  been  destroyed 
by  the  Grand  Encampment,  it  became  indlspensible  for  the  latter  to 
replace  the  local  laws  which  formerly  governed  Commanderies,  with  a 
law  of  its  own,  which  it  has  done,  by  the  adoption  of  a  revision  of  its 
Ck>n8titution  and  Statutes.  An  attempt  has  been  made  in  the  following 
pages,  to  bring  together  under  appropriate  titles,  in  the  fewest  possible 
words,  the  essence  of  that  portion  only,  of  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, which  are  applicable  to  the  government  of  Chartered  Commande- 
ries,  with  a  view  to  assisting  them  to  readily  ascertain  the  rule  of  pro- 
cedure in  any  given  case  and  without  having  to  look  for  it  under  several 
headings;  but  it  is  not  intended  as  a  substitute  for  a  more  critical  study 
of  those  laws,  which  it  is  incumbent  on  every  Commander  to  make,  but 
which  during  the  haste  and  excitement  of  a  Conclave,  is  difficult,  not  to 
say  impossible.  By  a  faulty  arrangement  and  the  distribution  of  parts 
of  the  same  subject  in  more  than  one  place,  and  an  incomprehensible 
system,  or  rather  want  of  system,  in  indexing  ;  and  the  employment  of 
the  same  size  and  style  of  type  in  the  cross  references  and  sub- titles, 
and  the  use  of  the  antiquated  Roman  numerals,  in  the  Code,  it  has 
been  made  a  task  of  larger  proportions  to  ascertain  what  is  the  law, 
than  men  who  lead  busy  lives  are  willing  to  undertake,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  this  synopsis  will  be  of  great  assistance  not  only  to  those  who  are 
so  situated,  but  also  to  Fraters  whose  duty  it  is  to  read  and  expound 
the  law. 

AFFILIATION. 

Only  affiliated  Lodge  and  Chapter  Masons  are  eligible  for  the 
Orders.     Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  6,  Statutes,  Sec.  2,  Title  23  and  Title  35. 

APPEAL. 

There  is  no  appeal  to  the  Commandery  from  the  decision  of  the 
Commander.     Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  4. 

ASSESSMENTS. 

Pro  rata  assessments   may  be  levied  in  addition  to  annual  dues 
by  a  majority  vote.     Con.  Art.  4,  Sec,  10,  and  Statutes  Sec.  1,  Title  6*, 

BY-LAWS. 
Chartered  Commanderies  are  invested  with  power  to  make  by-laws, 
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St.  Sec.  1,  T.  10;  which  must  be  approved  by  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  10,  and  amendments  can  only  be  made  in  the  mode 
prescribed  by  them  and  with  like  approval.     Sec.  3,  T.  10. 

CANDIDATE. 

Qualifications  op— 

A  candidate  must  be  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  affi Hated  in  Lod^e 
and  Chapter,  Ck>n .  Sec.  6,  Art.  4,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  23,  and  no  qualifica- 
tions can  be  added  to  these.     Sec.  2,  T.  29. 

Ballot— 

Committee  must  report  before,  St.  Sec.  8,  T.  39,  and  there  can  be 
no  ballot  in  less  than  two  weeks,  without  a  dispensation,  St.  Sec.  1, 
T.  7 ;  it  must  be  unanimous,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  7  ;  every  member  must  vote, 
unless  excused,  St.  Sec.  3,  T.  7.  A  second,  may  oe  taken  before  result 
is  recorded,  when  good  cause  is  shown,  before  any  member  has  left 
Asylum,  S.  Sec.  4,  T.  7.  Mistake  can  only  be  corrected  by  dispon- 
satlon,  St.  Sec.  5,  T.  7,  but  not  after  candidate  has  been  declared  re- 
jected and  result  recorded.    St.  Sec.  6,  T.  7. 

Committee— 

Must  report  before  ballot,  St.  Sec.  8,  T.  39,  in  writing,  but  character 
of  report  must  not  be  recorded,  St.  Sec.  19,  T.  39.  An  unfavorable  re- 
port does  not  dispense  with  a  ballot.    St.  Sec.  11,  T.  39. 

Jurisdiction— 

Extends  half  way  to  the  nearest  Commander^  by  a  direct  line  and 
orders  cannot  be  conferred  upon  one  visiting  in  the  jurisdiction  of 
another  Commandery,  without  first  obtaining  its  permission.  When 
a  petition  is  received  from  a  sojourner  or  one  who  has  not  resided  six 
months  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Commandery,  the  consent  of  Com- 
mandery within  whose  jurisdiction  the  petitioner  has  resided,  must  be 
obtained.  A  Commandery  may  waive  jurisdiction.  A  rejected  candi- 
date cannot  be  received  by  another  Commandery  in  less  than  three 
years  after  such  rejection  and  after  three  years  residence,  without  the 
unanimous  consent  by  ballot,  of  the  rejecting  Commandery.  A  Com- 
mandery has  penal  jurisdiction  overall  K.  T's.  within  its  jurisidction. 
St.  T.  29.  Orders  may  be  conferred  at  the  request  of  another  Com- 
mandery.    St.  T.  38. 

NONAPPILIATE— 

Orders  not  to  be  conferred  on.     Con.,  Art.  4,  Sec.  4,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  23 
and  T.  35. 
Objection— 

May  be  made  to  conferring  Red  Cross  on  candidates  without  giving 
reasons,  but  charges  must  be  made  and  sustained  when  the  further 
progress  of  a  Red  Cross  Knight  is  objected  to.  A  visitor  may  object 
or  prefer  charges,  but  they  must  be  considered  by  a  majority  vote, 
unless  a  member  makes  them  his  own  by  adopting  them.    St.  T.  37. 

Petition— 

Must  show  Lodge  and  Chapter  in  which  degrees  were  conferred  and 
also  those  in  which  membership  is  held ;  that  there  has  been  no  pre- 
vious rejection,  and  a  belief  in  the  Christian  religion .  St.  Sec.  1,  T. 
39.  It  must  be  signed  in  person,  state  name,  date  of  birth,  residence 
and  occupation,  and  received  only  at  a  Stated  Conclave .  St.  Sec.  3, 
T.  39.  Two  cannot  sign  the  same  petition.  St.  Sec .  4,  T .  39,  and  two 
members  must  vouch  and  recommend.  St.  Sec.  5,  T.  39.  It  must  be 
to  the  nearest  Commandery  to  residence  of  petitioner.  St.  Sec.  6,  T.  39, 
and  cannot  be  withdrawn  unless  for  want  of  jurisdiction.  St.  Sec.  9, 
T    39.     It  can  be  received  and  balloted  on  only  at  a  Stated  Conclave 
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and  not  in  lees  than  two  weeks,  without  a  dispensation .  Con.  Art.  4, 
Sec.  3  If  rejected  it  cannot  be  renewed  in  less  than  six  months  and 
tben  only  if  petitioner  is  still  residing  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Oom- 
mandery ;  if  he  has  removed,  then  not  within  three  years  from  rejec- 
tion and  after  three  years  residence  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Oommandery  to  which  it  is  renewed.  St.  Sec.  15,  T.  39,  and  Sec.  4, 
T.  38. 

Proficiency— 

If  candidate  can  give  all  the  signs  and  go  through  all  the  ceremo- 
nies (of  preceding  degrees)  he  is  eligible.    St.  T.  41. 

Sojourner— 

Orders  are  not  to  be  conferred  on  a.    Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  4. 

CEREMONIES. 

Commanderies  close,  not  adjourn  or  call  off.    St.  Sec.  I,  T.  5. 

CHARTER. 

Every  Oommandery  must  have  a  charter  and  not  communicate  with 
any  body  not  chartered,  Con.  Art.  4,  Sees.  1  and  2 ;  the  Commander  is 
the  custodian  of  it,  St.,  Sec.  4,  T.  13,  which  must  be  present  at  every 
Conclave.  St.  Sec.  6,  T.  13.  It  cannot  be  surrendered  if  nine  members 
wish  to  retain  it,  St.  Sec.  7,  T.  13.  Forfeiture  does  not  affect  standing 
of  members,  St.  Sec.  3,  T.  23.  It  must  be  arrested  if  no  Conclave  is 
held  for  twelve  months,  St.  Sec.  19,  T.  12,  but  if  suspended  by  Grand 
Commander,  membership  is  not  affected,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  11. 

CONCLAVE. 

Stated  Conclaves  must  be  held  at  least  quarterly,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  may  be  specified  in  charter  or  by-laws  ;  Special  Conclaves  may 
oe  called  by  Commander,  but  no  business  transacted  except  that  speci- 
fied in  notice  or  summons.  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  3.  Commanderies  close, 
not  adjourn,  or  call  off  to  meet  another  day  for  business.  St.  Sec.  1,  T. 
5,  and  Sec.  25,  T.  12.  All  business  must  be  transacted  in  Asylum  at 
Stated  Conclaves  only,  or  at  Special,  when  notice  is  given  of  the  busi- 
ness to  be  done  ;  but  arrangements  for  a  funeral  may  be  made  at  Special 
Conclave.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  c.  The  charter  must  be  present.  St.  Sec.  6, 
T.  13.  A  Oommandery  must  meet  in  the  place  named  in  its  charter,  but 
may  remove  from  one  house  to  another,  by  vote,  after  notice  to  mem- 
bers, and  temporarily,  in  case  Asylum  is  unfit  for  use,  by  dispensation 
of  Grand  Commander.  St.  T.  31.  Failure  to  meet  for  twelve  months, 
charter  arrested.  St.  Sec.  18,  T.  12.  A  quorum  is  nine  members  enti- 
tled to  vote.    St.  T.  42. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Communications  between  Commanderies  of  different  Grand  Comman- 
deries, must  be  through  Grand  Commanders.  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  14.  Com- 
plaints and  correspondence  must  bo  through  Commander  to  Grand  Com- 
mander, but  may  be  direct ;  if  he  refuses  to  transmit  it,  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  14, 
A  K.  T.  desiring  information,  should  apply  to  Commander  and  he  to 
Grand  Commander.    St.  T.  27. 

DECISIONS. 

Of  Grand  Commander  are  binding  as  soon  as  known.    St.  Sec.  1, 

T.  16. 

DIMIT. 

Is  to  be  granted  upon  request,  in  writing,  without  a  vote,  if  dues  are 
paid  and  no  charges  pending.    St.  Sees.  1  and  2,  T.  17.     A  certificate 
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given  to  a  K.  T.  restored  to  good  standing,  is  equivalent  to  a  dimit.    St. 
Sec.  13,  T.  48. 

DUES. 

A  Commandery  has  a  right  to  collect  such  annual  dues  and  pro  rata 
assessments  as  may  be  needed  to  pay  the  expenses,  to  be  determined  by 
a  majority  vote.  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  10,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  18.  The  by-laws 
may  provide  that  members  two  years  in  arrears  shall  be  ineligible  to 
office  and  not  entitled  to  vote,  if  disfranchised  by  a  trial.  St.  Sees.  4  and 
5,  T.  18.  None  can  be  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  without  no- 
tice and  an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  and  there  must  be  a  vote,  whether 
there  is  an  appearance  or  not.    St.  Sees.  6  and  7,  T.  48. 

ELECTION. 

The  Commander,  Generalissimo,  Captain-General,  Treasurer  and  Re- 
corder must  be  elected  and  other  officers  elected  or  appointed  as  by-laws 
provide.  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  2.  Officers  hold  over  until  successors  are 
installed.  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  5.  The  Grand  Commander  may  authorize 
a  special  electioD  to  fill  vacancies  in  any  office  except  where  there  is  a 
constitutional  right  of  succession  and  when  there  is  a  written  request  by 
the  Commandery.  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  12.  (3)  Election  must  be  by  bal- 
lot and  blanks  are  not  votes.  St.  Sees.  1  and  2,  T.  19.  A  K.  T.  cannot 
be  forced  to  accept  office.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  36.  Only  election  and  term  of 
service  entitle  an  officer  to  prefix  of  "Past."    St.  T.  50. 

FEES. 

The  fees  for  the  Orders  cannot  be  remitted.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  8,  or  be 
less  than  $30. 00.     Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  10. 

FUNERAL. 

Arrangements  for  a,  may  be  made  at  a  Special  Conclave.    St.  Sec. 

1,  T.  8,  and  the  ceremony  of  the  Grand  Encampment  must  be  used.  St. 
Sec.  1,  T.  9.     Unaffiliated  are  not  entitled  to  funeral  honors.    St.  Sec. 

2.  T.  9.  Commandery  may  escort  a  Lodge  at  funeral,  but  not  unless 
there  is  a  Masonic  ceremony.  St.  Sec.  3,  T.  9,  and  they  cannot  attend 
other  than  a  Knight  Templar's  funeral.     St.  Sec.  4,  T.  9. 

HEALING. 

Is  re-obligating  and  correcting  what  has  been  done  amiss  and  may 
be  by  a  Commandery,  if  it  is  authorized  by  the  Grand  Commandery,  but 
a  clandestine  cannot  be.    St.  T.  26. 

INSTALLATION. 

Officers  may  be  installed  by  a  member  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
by  either  of  the  first  four  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  by  the 
Commander  or  a  Past  Commander,  but  if  by  a  Past  Officer  the  Comman- 
der must  be  present  to  arrange,  or  his  proxy  produced.  The  ceremony 
must  be  that  proscribed  by  Grand  Encampment.  Officers  cannot  be  in- 
stalled by  proxy,  but  re-elected  officers  need  not  be  re-installed .  Instal- 
lation may  be  public  if  in  an  asylum,  but  if  in  other  place  a  dispensation 
is  required.     St.  T.  28. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Those  who  receive  the  Orders  in  a  Commandery  are  members, 
unless  Orders  were  conferred  for  another  Commandery.  St.  Sec.  1,  T. 
33.  One  cannot  be  a  member  of  two  Commanderies .  St.  Sec.  5,  T.  33. 
There  are  no  jurisdictional  requirements  for  membership.  St.  Sec.  11, 
T.  33.  Every  member  must  be  a  member  of  a  Lodge  and  Chapter,  but 
Templar  honors  may,  however,  be  given  or  withheld  a  nonaffiliate  Tem- 
plar.   St.  T.  35.    Members  have  a  right  to  know  all  the  transactions  of 
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tbeir  Commanderies.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  4,  but  can  have  but  one  vote.  St. 
T.  55.  Forfeiture  of  charter  does  not  affect  standinjj  of  members.  St. 
Sec.  3,  T.  23.  Suspended  member  is  restored  by  a  majority  vote  to  good 
standing,  but  it  requires  a  unanimous  vote  to  restore  to  membership. 
St.  Sec.  9,  T.  48.  Expelled  member  is  restored  to  Order  by  a  two-thirds 
vote,  but  it  requires  a  unanimous  vote  to  restore  to  mem  be  i  ship.  St. 
Sees.  10  and  11,  T.  48.  Restoration  by  body  suspending,  expelling  or 
striking  from  the  roll,  restores  to  membership  in  Ck)mmand8ry,  even  if 
Commandery  afterwards  suspended  or  expelled  in  consequence  of  Lodge 
or  Chapter  action.  St.  Sec.  12,  T.  48.  Honorary  membership  may  be 
conferred  but  it  does  not  give  a  right  to  vote  or  rank,  or  create  a 
liability  for  dues,  or  deprive  him  of  duties  of  active  membership,  or  re- 
lieve him  of  dues  St.  Sees.  7  and  8,  T.  S3.  Life  membership  may  be 
created.  St.  Sec.  8,  T.  33.  If  a  Grand  i  ommandery  restores  a  sus- 
pended or  expelled  member  to  good  standing  merely,  he  is  given  a  cer- 
tificate by  the  Grand  Recorder.  St.  Sec.  6,  T.  3,  which  is  equivalent 
to  a  dimit.     St.  Sec.  13,  T.  48. 

MINUTES. 

Must  be  read  and  corrected  at  close  of  Conclave,  and  read,  corrected 
and  approved  at  next  Stated  Conclave  and  signed  by  the  Recorder.  St. 
T.  34. 

NON-AFFILIATE. 

Templar  honors  may  be  given  or  withheld  a  non -affiliate  Templar, 
but  every  Templar  must  be  a  member  of  a  Lodge  and  Chapter.  St. 
T.  35.  I 

OFFICERS. 

Grand  Commander— 

Cannot  be  officer  of  a  Commandery .  Con.  Art.  4.  Sec.  12.  Decis- 
ions of,  are  binding  as  soon  as  known.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  15.  Must  be  com- 
municated with  through  Commander.  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  14.  Decides 
when  a  Commandery  may  appear  in  public  and  they  must  not  do  so, 
except  at  funerals  or  to  attend  divine  service,  witnout  his  dispensa- 
tion. St.  Sec.  21,  T.  12.  He  may  suspend  a  Commandery  but  not  its 
members.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  2. 
Commander  — 

Is  to  see  by-laws  and  resolutions  obeyed,  records  accurately  kept, 
returns  made  and  dues  paid,  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  6;  has  casting  vote 
and  there  is  no  appeal  from  decision  of,  to  Commandery,  Con.  Art.  3, 
Sec.  4;  must  take  vow  of  office,  Con.  Art  4,  Sec.  9;  is  custodian  of 
charter,  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  13 :  complaints  and  correspondence  with  Grand 
Commander,  must  pass  through,  unless  he  refuses  to  forward,  St.  Sec. 
4,  T.  14,  St.  T.  27:  debate  ceases  when  he  rises,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  15; 
can  only  be  tried  by  Grand  Commandery,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  11;  cannot 
resign,  St.  Sec.  2,  T  45 ;  becomes  a  Past  Commander  at  expiration  of 
his  term  of  office,  although  he  may  have  removed  from  State,  St. 
Sec.  5,  T.  43;  Grand  Commander  cannot  be  officer  of  Commandery, 
Con-  Art.  4,  Sec.  12.  The  Generalissimo  and  Captain  General,  succeed 
in  absence  or  death  of  Commander,  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  12 ;  in  absence, 
death  or  disability  of  Commander,  Generalissimo,  and  Captain-General, 
Past  Commanders,  preside,  Con.  Art  3,  Sec  7.  Commander  is 
entitled  to  the  prefix  of  "Past"  only  when  his  term  of  office  expires, 
St.  T.  50. 

Resign— 

Neither  of  first  three  officers  can  resign.    St.  Sec.  2,  T.  45. 
Recorder— 

The  Recorder  istjues  summons  and  notices,  attends  Conclaves,  keeps 
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minutes,  collects  moneys,  has  •  charge  of  seal,  makes  returns,  remits 
Grand  Commandery  dues,  submits  books  to  be  examined  and  gives  bond. 
Con.  Art.  3,  Sees.  9  and  10. 

Treasurer— 

The  treasurer  is  subject  to  by-laws.  Gives  bond.  Con.  Art.  3, 
Sec.  8. 

Vow  OP  Office— 

Officers  must  take.    Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  9. 

PARLIAMENTARY   LAW. 

Commander  has  casting  vote.  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  4.  Debate  ceases 
when  Commander  rises.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  15.  Member  cannot  have  but 
one  vote,  except  presiding  officer,  who  has  casting  vote  in  addition  to 
individual  vote,  and  all  questions  are  decided  by  majority.    St.  T.  55. 

PROCEEDINGS. 

Members  have  right  to  know  transactions.    St.  Sec.  1,  T.  4. 

QUORUM. 

A  quorum  in  all  Templar  bodies  is  nine  members  entitled  to  vote, 
and  in  absence  of,  no  business  can  be  transacted .     St.  T.  42. 

PUBLIC   APPEARANCE. 

Grand  Commander  decides  when  a  Commandery  may  appjear  in  pub- 
lic. St.  Sec.  24,  T.  12,  except  at  funerals  or  to  attend  divine  service, 
for  which  no  dispensation  is  required.  St.  21,  T.  12.  And  when  they 
do,  it  must  be  in  uniform.    St.  Sec.  23,  T.  12. 

RANK. 

Senior  Past  Commander  present,  who  is  a  member,  outranks  all 
others,  without  reference  to  where  he  acquired  title.  St.  Sec.  3,  and 
Sec.  7,  T.  43.  According  to  seniority,  succeed  first  three  officers,  in 
absence,  death  or  disability  of.  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  7.  Election  and  term 
of  office  only  entitle  officer  to  prefix  of  "Past."  St.  T.  50.  Present 
officers  outrank  Past  of  any  grade.  St  Sec.  3,  T.  43.  Installation  is 
necessary  to  confer  rank.    St.  Sec.  2,  T.  43. 

RED  CROSS. 

Red  Cross  may  be  communicated  to  a  foreigner  not  having  it.  St. 
Sec.  1,  T.  22,  and  must  be  conferred  before  Templar  oMer.  Con.  Art. 
4,  Sec.  8.  Baldric  reversed,  cap  with  Templar,  not  Passion  Cross  or 
covered,  sword  and  white  gloves  to  be  worn  when  conferring.  S.  M. 
wears  royal  robes  and  Prelate  those  of  H.  P.  St.  Sec.  6,  T.  52. 
Commandery  may  adopt  by-law  requiring  R.  C.  Kt.  to  procure  Tem- 
plar uniform  before  conferring  that  order  upon  him.    St.   Sec.  7,  T.  52. 

RITUAL. 

Ritual  of  Grand  Encampment  cannot  be  altered  or  abridged.  St.  T. 
46.  Orders  must  be  conferred:  1.  Red  Cross.  2.  Knight  Templar. 
3.     Malta.    Con.  Art.  4,  Sec  8. 

SEAL. 

Seal  can  be  affixed  to  all  papers  legally  issued.    St.  Sec.  2,  T.  47. 

STANDING. 

Suspension  or  expulsion  deprives  of  membership  and  all  rights  and 
privileges  while  it  continues,  whether  inflicted  by  Lodge,  Chapter  or 
Commandery.  St  Sees.  1  and  2,  T.  48,  and  Pec.  1,  T.  23.  Standing 
is  that  of  Lodge  and  Chapter.    St.  Sec.  1,  T.  23.    Forfeiture  of  Char- 


IWl  TEMPLAR  LAW.  67 

ter  does  not  affect  standing  of  membership  St.  Sec.  3,  T.  23.  Sus- 
pension of  Commandery  does  not  affect  membership  therein.  St.  Sec. 
1,  T.  11. 

SUMMONS. 

Newspaper  notice  is  not  legal  summons,  it  must  be  by  personal  ser- 
vice, left  at  residence,  place  of  business,  or  mailed.    St.   Sec.  3,  T.  49. 

TRIAL. 
Procedure— 

A  trial  must  be  in  open  Commandery  presided  over  by  ranking 
officer,  who  decides  all  questions  of  law  and  evidence  and  must  be  con- 
ducted as  prescribed  in  the  **Forms"  enacted  by  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment. St.  Sec.  1,  T  51.  A  committee  takes  aepositions  of  all  wit- 
nesses who  cannot  be  examined  in  open  Commandery,  but  it  cannot  try 
the  accused,  digest  the  testimony,  or  report  its  conclusions.  St.  Sees. 
3  and  4,  T.  51.  "^^ 

Appeals— 

Any  suspended  or  expelled  Templar  can  appeal  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery. St.  Sec  1,  T.  3,  not  to  the  Grand  Commander.  Sec  2,  T.  3, 
but  an  appeal  does  not  suspend  the  judgment.  Sec.  3,  T.  3,  and  if  aban- 
doned leaves  it  in  force.  Sec  4,  T.  3.  The  judgment  of  a  Grand  Com- 
mandery cannot  be  appealed  from  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  unless  a 
queS'ion  is  raised  involving  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the  Grand  En- 
camp men  t.  Sec.  10,  T.  3. 
Reversal— 

A  judgment  reversed,  restores  to  good  standing.    St.  Sec.  5,  T.  3. 

Restoration  — 

Suspended  or  expelled  K.  T.  may  be  restored  by  petition,  which  may 
be  acted  on  at  once.  St.  Sec.  10,  T.  33.  To  good  standing  coes  not  re- 
gain membership.  St.  Sec.  6,  T.  3.  Expelled  member  restored  to  Order 
by  two-thirds  vote,  to  membership  by  unanimous.  St.  Sees.  10  and  11,  T 
4S,  By  body  suspending,  expelling  or  strikirg  from  roll,  rebtores  to 
membership  in  Commandery,  even  of  Commandery  afterwards  suspend- 
ed or  expelled  in  consequence  of  Lodge  or  Chapter  action.  iSt.  Sec.  12, 
T.  48.  A  certificate  should  be  given  to  K  T.  restored,  which  is  equiva- 
lent to  a  dimit.  St.  Sec.  13,  T.  48.  Suspended  member  of  Commandery 
restored  by  majority  vote  to  good  standing  in  Order,  but  a  unanimous 
vote  is  required  to  restore  to  membership.    St.  Sec.  9,  T.  48. 

Suspension  by  Lodge  or  Chapter— 

If  certificate  of  suspension  or  expulsion  from  Lodge  or  Chapter  is 
not  filed,  the  fact  may  be  proven  orally,  if  jurisdiction  is  shown.  St. 
Sees.  3  and  4,  T.  48.  Commandery  cannot  go  behind  record  of  Grand 
Lodge  or  Chapter  on  question  of  jurisdiction.    St.  Sec.  5,  T.  48. 

Modification  op  Judgment— 

Judgment  may  be  modified  by  Grand  Commandery.    St.  Sec.  7,  T.  3. 

COUNSKL— 

Accused  may  have  counsel  or  argue  his  owu  case,  even  If  expelled 
by  Commandery.    St.  Sees.  8  and  9,  T.  3. 

Commander— 

Can  only  be  tried  by  Grand  Commandery.    St.  Sec.  2.  T.  2. 

UNIFORM. 

Baldric  reversed,  cap  with  Templar  cross,  not  Passion  cross  or  cov- 
ered, sword  and  white  gloves  to  be  worn  when  conferring  Red  Cross. 
Sovereign  Master  wears  royal  robes  and  Prelate  High  Priest's  robes.  St. 
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Sec.  6,  T.  52.  Commandery  may  adopt  by-law  requiring  Red  Cross 
Knight  to  equip  himself  as  Templar,  before  giving  him  the  order.  St. 
Sec.  7,  T.  52.  Uniform  is  prescribed  by  Grand  Commandery,  except  in- 
signia of  rank,  but  shoulder  straps  are  limited  to  officers  and  Past  offi- 
cers.   St.  Sees.  2  and  5,  T.  52. 

VISITOR. 

Visitor  cannot  be  admitted  over  objection  of  member,  unless  he  visits 
-in  official  capacity,  and  objection  may  be  made  in  open  Commandory  or 
privately  to  Commander,  but  reasons  cannot  be  demanded.  St.  Sec.  1, 
T.  54.  Visitor  must  be  examine^  in  all  preceding  degrees,  as  well  as 
Orders,  so  far  as  not  vouched  for.    St.  Sec.  2,  T.  54. 

VOW  OF  OFFICE. 
All  officers  must  take.    Con.  Art.  4.  Sec.  9. 


Uniform  By-Laws. 

(Blanks  to  he  JiUed  by  Commandeiies.) 


Article  1.    This  Ck>mmaDdery  shall  be  known  as 

Commandery,  No ,  Knights  Templar. 

Article  2.    It  shall  hold  a  Stated  Conclave  on  the  day 

of  each  month  from  October  to  June. 

Article  3.  It  shall  hold  such  Special  Conclaves  as  may  be  directed 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Commander. 

Article  4.  Its  officers  shall  be  elected  annually  at  the  Stated  Con- 
clave immediately  preceding  the  Festival  of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist. 

Article  5.  They  shall  be  installed  either  in  public  or  in  private, 
at  a  time  to  be  determined  by  the  Commandery  at  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion. 

Article  6.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  monies  from  the  Re- 
corder and  pay  the  same  out  only  on  warrants  signed  by  the  Re- 
corder and  countersigned  by  the  Commander,  or  as  provided  in  Arti- 
cle 7. 

Article  7.  The  three  principal  officers  shall  be  a  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Charity  and  as  such  are  authorized  to  draw  upon  ihe  Treas- 
urer for  tuch  sums  as  may  be  neceesary  to  relieve  immediate  want  or 
distress  of  Knights,  their  widows  and  orphans,  and  the  Treasurer  shall 
pay  their  orders  on  presentation  and  receive  therefor  a  regular  warrant 
from  the  Recorder,  in  due  course. 

Article  8.  Every  member  shall  pay  as  annual  dues  at  or  before 
the  Stated  Conclave  preceding  the  Festival  of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist 

in  each  year,  the  sum  of dollars  and  any 

who  shall  fail  to  do  so  for  two  years  shall  be  inelligible  to  office  and  not 
entitled  to  vote,  but  this  disqualification  may  be  removed  on  payment  of 
arrearages  and  by  a  majority  vote,  but  a  member  can  be  disfranchised 
only  after  due  trial. 

Article  9.    The  following  shall  be  the 

RULES   OF   OR.DER.: 

Reading,  correction  and  approval  of  the  minutes  of  preceding  Stated 
and  Special  Conclaves  and  signing  thereof  by  the  Recorder. 

Unfinished  Business. 

Reports  of  Committees. 

Pecitions  for  Orders  and  Membership. 

Motions  and  Resolutions. 

Any  one  wishing  to  speak  shall  ribe  and  address  the  <I^ommander 
who  when  he  wishes  a  debate  to  close  shall  rise  and  that  ends  all  discus- 
sion. 

The  Commander  decides  all  questions  of  order. 

A  majority  vote  governs. 

At  the  close  of  every  Conclave  the  minutes  shall  be  read,  corrected 
and  approved,  and  they  shall  be  entered  on  the  record  before  the  next 
Stated  Conclave. 


E.    G.    De     lap 

Grand  Comman<ier,  iSyr 
Fraternal  Correspondence  Reporlcr.  1H75,  1878-1901 
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REPORT  ON 


Fraternal  Correspondence 


To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  : 

THE  undersigned  begs  to  submit  what  follows  as  his  twenty-sixth 
annual  report  on  Correspondence.  It  is  proper  for  me  to  re- 
mark that  I  am  not  responsible  for  the  usual  performances  of 
the  *  intelligent  compositor*'  nor  for  the  idosyncracies  of  the  proof  read- 
er, as  both  these  gentlemen  seem  to  take  delight  in  mangling  the  sen&e 
and  destroying  the  perfection  of  the  English  peculiar  to  my  literary  pro* 
auctions.  We  have  no  desire  to  complain  of  an  occasional  lapse  where 
the  sense  is  not  destroyed  and  your  committee  made  ridiculous. 

In  our  review  of  Kentucky  in  999,  we  wrote  '  Vood"  of  the  cross  and 
the  friends,  alluded  to  above,  printed  it  *'word  of  the  cross,''  thus  utterly 
eliminating  what  point  and  sense  there  was  in  the  original  sentence.  The 
paragraph  was  quoted  by  a  number  of  reviewers  and  in  every  instance 
the  printed  text  was  followed,  although  they  must  have  known  that  it 
was  a  misprint. 

Happily  these  marplots,  the  I.  C.  and  the  P.  R.,  will  have  to  answer 
for  their  devilment  sometime,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  no  guilty  one 
among  them  will  be  allowed  to  escape.  There  are  other  mistakes,  or 
misfeasances,  about  as  bad  as  the  above,  but  it  is  useless  to  quote  them 
here. 

Without  further  preface  we  move  upon  the  works  of  the  Alabam- 
ians. 

A  L  A  B  A  M  A— 1  9  0  0. 

The  Fortieth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  New  Decatur,  May  9th. 
Present :  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  William  E.  Oakley,  G.  C;  Sir  H.  Clay  Armstrong, 
Grand  Recorder.  Nine  out  of  the  thirteen  Grand  Officers,  one  Past 
G.  C,  8  Past  Commanders,  8  Grand  Representatives,  and  delegates  from 
only  six  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  is  a  short  business  paper,  confined  to  matters  local,  to  a 
large  extent.    We  excerpt  a  part  of  the  opening  chorus : 
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Sir  Knights— Another  year  is  numbered  with  the  past r since  last 
we  met  in  Grand  Conclave. 

Profoundly  grateful  to  Almighty  God  for  His  many  blessings,  we 
assemble  today  in  this  our  fortieth  Annual  Conclave,  and  I  am  glad  to 
bid  you  welcome,  having  laid  aside  the  busy  cares  of  life— gathering 
here  in  testimony  of  your  love  and  devotion  to'a  most  noble  order,  whose 
characteristics  are  the  inculcation  of  truth  and  the  practice  of  every 
virtue.  Here  are  representatives  from  the  farms,  the  workshops,  the 
pulpit,  the  professions.  Men  bound  together  by  a  tie  so  sacred  that  great 
naultitudes  of  men  and  women  stand  and  behold  with  admiration  and  de- 
light the  Templar  Pageant  as  it  passes  by,  the  nodding  plumes,  the 
steady  tread  of  the  uniformed  Knights,  who  dare  to  follow  a  standard 
upon  which  is  emblazed  the  cross  of  Cavalry-  and  its  motto  in  Hoc  Signo 
li/ices,  excites  them  to  inquire,  do  these  Knights  draw  their  swords  in 
the  defence  of  the  Christian  religion?  Would  they  shed  their  blood  in 
the  defence  of  innocent  maidens  ?  Do  they  feed  the  hungry  ?  Will  they 
bind  up  the  wounds  of  the  afflicted  ?  Are  they  educatinsr  the  orphans, 
clothing  the  naked  and  caring  for  the  widow  ?  Ah,  beloved  Sir  Knights, 
how  do  you  answer  ?  The  profane  cannot  understand,  nor  the  brother  of 
low  degree;  none  but  they  who  have  partaken  of  the  mystic  cup,  and 
knelt  at  the  Temple  Altar  may  see  or  know.  Lead  "kindly  light  amid 
tho  encircling  gloom  thou  moon." 

The  construction  of  the  closing  sentence  is  a  trifle  labored  and  leaves 
the  impression  on  the  reader's  mind  that  its  author  was  in  a  bad  fix,  had 
been  struck  by  lightning,  run  over  by  an  ox  cart,  or  some  other  dire 
calamity  had  befallen  him,  or  he  never  could  have  pi'oduced  it.  We  are 
glad  our  Bro.  Oakley  is  not  the  author. 

His  dispensations  were  few  and  for  proper  o'>jects.  The  proceedings 
were  devoid  of  general  interest.  The  Order  seems  to  be  something  like 
it  is  in  our  bailiwick,  in  a  languishing  condition. 

The  proceedings  were  confined  to  local  matters.  The  financial  con- 
dition of  our  neighbors  might  be  better  and  it  might  be  much  worse. 
An  E.  C.  from  Tennessee  was  a  visitor  and  made  a  neat  little  speech,  to 
which  suitable  reply  was  made  by  the  Grand  Commander. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  buy  a  hotel  or  two  in  Louisville  for 
headquarters  of  Alabama  at  the  Triennial  next  year  Five  hundred 
dollars  was  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  which  will  buy  but  a  small 
affair,  provided  Pittsburg  prices  prevail  at  Louisville. 

No  report  on  Correspondence,  except  this: 

"The  publication  of  the  the  proceed ing:^ of  the  late  Annual  Conclave 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  was  d«-layed  with  the  hope  of  presenting  a 
rt'i)ort  from  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  but  the  illness  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  has  prevented  its  preparation,  hence,  we  are 
co.npelled  (very  ranch  to  our  regret)  to  go  to  press  without  any  report 
on  Correspondence." 

R.*.  E.*  Sir  Russell  M.  Cunningham  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  and 

Correspondent  continu  ed. 

A  R  K  A  N  S  A  S— 1  9  0  0. 
The  28th  Annual  was  held  in  Little  Rock,  April  17th.     Present: 
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R.*.  E.\  David  I.  Mills,  G.  C;  E.'.  Sir  Fay  Hempstead,  Grand  Recorder, 
all  the  balance  of  the  staff,  5  Past  G.  C/s,  12  Past  Commanders,  15  Grand 
Hepresentatives,  not  Including  our's,  and  representatives  of  ten  out  of  12 
Subordinate  Commanderies.  V.*.  E.*.  Henry  Bales  Stoddard,  Deputy 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  was  also  present  and  was'ro- 
ceived  with  the  honors  due  his  exalted  station  and  his  worth  as 'a  man 
and  a  Templar. 

The  Grand  Commander^s  address  is  an  epitome  of  his  administra- 
tion, made  up  mostly  of  General  Orders  and  Correspondence  which  is 
printed  in  full.     We  excerpt  his  opening : 

Divine  Providence  has  permitted  us  to  meet  at  this,  our  Twenty- 
eighth  Annual  Conclave,  and  with  heartfelt  gratitude  to  **Him  from 
whom  all  blessings  flow,"  I  extend  to  you  my  Knightly  greeting.  We 
should  here  r^new  our  allegiance  to  the  ''Great  Captain  of  our  Salva- 
tion," and  around  our  common  altar  determine  to  strengthen  the  bonds 
of  "Friendship  and  Brotherly  Love."  Our  lives  should  be  in  keeping 
with  our  professions  of  loyalty  to  the  * 'Prince  of  Peace,"  for  no  Christian 
church  requires  stronger  proof  of  devotion  than  does  a  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templar.  The  honored  position  of  Grand  Commander  of  Knights 
Templar  which  you  bestowed  upon  me  one  year  ago,  brought  resix)nsi- 
bilities  which  I  only  realized  fully  after  I  had  assumed  the  office.  I  have 
tried  to  meet  conditions  and  discharge  my  duty  as  the  head  of  this  great 
Order  of  Christian  Knighthood  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  I  shall  at 
least  return  the  trust  unsullied.  The  year  has  ])assed  too  quickly,  as  do 
all  occasions  of  pleasure,  but  it  has  been  to  me  one  of  the  brightest  of  my 
life,  and  with  the  coming  years  memory  will  return  to  this  one,  eveV 
with  fondnesb. 

He  notes,  with  appropriate  tribute,  the  death  of  Grand  Recorder 
James  Austin  Henry,  which  sad  event  occurred  only  a  few  days  after  the 
close  of  the  Conclave,  April  2o*.h.  in  the  82d  year  of  his  age.  He  also 
notes  the  death  of  two  Past  Grand  Commanders,  R.*.  E.*.  James  Hayden 
Van  Hoose  and  Samuel  Wright  Williams,  and  Past  Dep.  G.  C.  Sir  John 
James  Sumpter.  Surely  our  brethren  of  Arkansas  are  stricken  and  "the 
mourners  go  about  the  streets."  These  distinguished  brethren  died  full 
of  years  and  honors. 

His  dispensations  were  few  and  practical.  He  reports  peace  and 
fraternity  prevalent  in  his  bailiwick. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  devoid  of  special  interest.  Total 
membership  552— a  total  gain  of  11,  as  we  figure. 

We  copy  the  entire  report  on  Correspondence: 

The  writer  knows  not  wha*.  he  can  say  that  will  be  acceptable  to  his 
brother  correspondents  for  the  nonappearance  of  a  report  in  these  Pro- 
ceedings. It  will  take  but  a  few  words  of  the  truth  plainly  told  to  explain 
the  situation. 

As  previously  stated,  this  position  was  thrust  on  my  shoulders  and 
against  my  earnest  protest,  but  it  was  thought  that,  in  some  manner,  and 
even  against  my  own  judgment  as  to  the  time  at  my  disposal,  because 
always  and  under  all  circumstances  such  labor  as  it  has  been  in  my  power 
to  perform  has  been  done,  time  would  be  found  in  which  to  compile  this 
report. 
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I  reffret  to  say  that  for  once  this  has  not  beon  possible.  My  time  i» 
and  has  Deen  so  occupied  during  the  past  year  that  this  one  additional 
labor  of  love  has  been,  much  to  my  sincere  regret,  left  without  being:  ac- 
complished. 

I  do  not  feel  that  anything  to  the  Templar  World  has  been  lost,  be- 
cause I  do  not  think  there  has  been  anything^  in  my  previous  review 
worth  either  criticism,  approval,  or  condemnation. 

My  fellow  correspondents  were  charitable  enough  to  say  some  pleas- 
ant  things  now  and  then,  all  of  which  were  accepted  by  me  with  grateful 
appreciation,  but  at  the  same  time  I  feel  that,  with  one  who  has  been 
some  years  in  the  harness,  there  could  have  been  little  of  real  value  in 
what  has  been  written  by  me  as  correspondent.  That  my  brethren  were 
kind  enough  to  find  a  spot  here  and  there  to  comment  favorably  on  seems 
to  me  the  best  evidence  of  Charity  in  its  brocidest  sense,  and  which  we  a» 
members  of  this  Order  of  Christian  Knighthood  are  taught.  Certainly 
my  fellow  correspondents  have  learned  the  lessons  well  so  far  as  their 
treatment  of  me  is  concerned,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  make  this- 
acknowledgment  to  them. 

Sincerely  and  courteously, 

Chas.  E.  Rosenbaum,  p.  G.  C, 

Noncorrespondent. 

We  will  excuse  Bro.  Rosenbaum  this  time,  but  not  again. 

R.-.  E.-.  Robert  M.  Smith  is  G.  C;  E.'.  Sir  Fay  Hempstead,  Grand 
Recorder.    Correspondent  continued,   we  presume,  though  nothing  is^ 
recorded. 


CALIFORNI  A— 1  90  0  . 

The  42d  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Los  Angeles,  April  24th.- 
Present :  R.\  E.*.  Sir  John  F.  Merrill,  G.  C;  R.*.  E.\  Sir  William  A. 
Davies,  Grand  Recorder;  11  Past  G.  C.'s,  12  Grand  Representatives  and 
delegates  from  36  out  of  37  Subordinate  •Commanderies.  A  magnificent 
attendance,  which  shows  that  the  Order  is  in  a  lively  condition  in  that 
Jurisdiction. 

The  address  is  a  California  literary  production,  which  means  that  it 
is  first-class.    We  clip  his  opening: 

It  is  with  a  heart  full  of  love  and  gratitude  that  I  welcome  you  all  to 
the  Forty-second  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Body — in  this  beautiful 
city  of  Los  Aneeles— a  citv  noted  for  its  unbounded  hospitality,  and  for 
the  true  Templar  spirit  which  exists  in  its  Commandery. 

Our  Heavenly  Father  in  His  infinite  wisdom  has  spared  our  lives  for 
another  year,  to  carry  on  the  work  He  intended  we  should  do.  How 
have  we  performed  our  task  ?  Have  we  lived  the  lives  that  He  would 
have  us  live?  Have  we  carried  out  the  beautiful  teachings  and  precepts 
as  taught  in  our  Asylums  ?  Humanity  is  weak,  but  let  us  hope  that  we 
have  all  tried  to  do  that  which  He  would  have  us  do,  and  the  world  made 
better  for  our  having  lived  in  it,  and  may  the  example  set  by  us  as  Temp- 
lars be  a  safe  guide  for  those  who  are  to  follow  after. 

I  desire  especially  to  extend  a  most  hearty  and  fraternal  greeting  to 
our  greatly  beloved  Past  Grand  Commanders,  who  have  devoted  the  best 
years  of  their  lives  to  Templarism,  grown  gray  in  its  service,  and  who 
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are  always  to  be  found  at  their  post  of  duty  ;  and  I  would  here  extend  to 
them  my  warmest  thanks  for  the  wise  advice  they  have  gfiven  me  from 
their  ripened  years  of  experience. 

To  my  associates,  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  my  earnest 
thanks  are  due  for  the  most  loyal  support  they  have  ever  given  me,  in 
season  and  out  of  season,  always  ready,  always  willing  to  go  or  come  at 
their  Uncle's  call,  and  f  here  desire  to  congratulate  this  Grand  Jurisdic- 
tion on  the  magnificent  line  of  officers  they  have  to  represent  them ;  true, 
zealous,  conscientious,  loyal  Templars,  ever  ready  witn  heaH,  speech  and 
•deed  to  advance  and  uplift  this  magnificent  Order,  an  Order  which  stands 
today  pre-eminent  above  any  other  human  organization  in  moral  worth 
And  grandeur.  No  Grand  Commandery  could  nave  better,  and  your  out- 
look for  the  future  is  bright  and  cheering  with  such  a  line  of  officers  to 
represent  you. 

And  now,  last  but  not  least,  my  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Subordi- 
nate Commanderies  of  our  Jurisdiction.  In  my  visitations  I  have  been 
received  with  that  true  and  courteous  hospitality  for  which  the  Order  is 
noted,  and  where  the  Inspectors  or  myself  have  called  attention  to  inac- 
•ouracies  or  misinterpretations  which  had  crept  in,  our  instruction  or  ad- 
vice has  been  taken— as  given — in  a  true.  Knightly  spirit,  and  I  have 
departed  with  the  feeling  of  having  left  a  host  of  personal  friends  behind. 
May  our  Heavenly  Fath*»r  watch  over  and  keep  them  and  theirs  as  in  the 
hollow  of  His  hand. 

We  beg  to  suggest  to  our  brother  that  the  very  greatest  of  * 'human 
organizations"  is  the  Order  of  A.  P.  &  A.  M.,  ?iot  the  Templars,  as  a 
moment's  reflection  will  convince  him. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  who  seem  to  think  that  to  properly  entertain 
fk  guest  or  give  eclat  to  a  banquet  it  is  necessary  to  fill  the  stomach  with 
what  befuddles  the  brain  and  makes  of  the  masterpiece  of  God's  creation 
A  driveling  beast;  that  wrecks  homes,  breaks  hearts,  makes  children  cry 
/or  bread,  fills  drunkards  graves  and  peoples  Hell,  we  excerpt  this  : 

**I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I  believe  the  old  habit  of  having 
wines  at  our  banquets  is  gradually  passing  away,  and  I  am  always  glad 
to  congratulate  our  fraters  when  I  find  their  banquets  free  of  wines. 
•Grand  Commanders  who  have  preceded  me  have  nobly  spoken  against 
its  use,  and  I  desire  to  voice  their  sentiment.  Gentlemen,  stop  and 
think ;  how  can  we,  in  justice  to  ourselves  and  to  this  Order  we  love  so 
dearly,  place  before  our  Companions  the  intoxicating  cup,  which  if  fol- 


law  prohibiting  wines  at  the  banquet  table  ;  but  if  they  should  think  this 
would  not  be  wise,  you.  Sir  Knights,  can  go  to  your  homes  and  pass  a 
law  in  your  own  Commanderies  -to  the  same  effect,  and  set  a  good  ex- 
ample to  others  and  to  the  glory  of  this  magnanimous  Order." 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  this  suggestion  and  also  the  2d 
referred  to  as  being  in  the  Appendix  to  the  address,  were  adopted. 
They  are  as  follows : 

(b)  Besolvedy  We  earnestly  recommend  to  the  Commanderies  in  this 
Jurisdiction  that  they  abstain  from  the  use  of  wines  at  their  banquet 
tables. 

Besolved^  That  all  Commanderies  in  this  Jurisdiction  be  aud  they  are 
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hereby  prohibited  'froiii  receiving  a  petition  for  the  Orders  of  Knight- 
hood from  either  a  saloonkeeper  or  a  bar-tender. 

Appropriate  attention  is  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  magnanimous 
dead  of  the  Order. 

His  dispensations  were  all  for  proper  purposes.  He  refused  to  allow 
a  "Drill  Corps"  of  one  of  his  subs,  to  parade  on  the  4th,  which  was  wise. 

His  decisions  were  all  correct. 

We  copy  from  the  report  of  one  of  the  Deputy  Inspectors,  which  i» 
included  in  the  "address,"  what  follows: 

In  all  the  Commanderies  visited  peace  and  harmony  prevail,  except 
in  one  instance — that  of  Maryville  Commandery,  No.  7 — which,  I  am  very 
sorry  to  state,  has  been  under  a  cloud  for  some  time  In  conversation 
with  the  members  I  learned  that  some  member  of  the  Commandery  i& 
determined  to  secretly  stop  the  admission  of  any  one  to  the  Command- 
ery; that  the  names  of  members  of  the  Chapter,  Masons  who  have  filled 
high  positions  in  both  Lodge  and  Chapter,  and  who  are  held  in  high 
esteem  by  their  Masonic  brethren,  have  been  presented  for  admissioa 
and  have  been  rejected.  Furthermore,  this  state  of  affairs  has  existed 
for  the  past  three  anc  a  half  years.  The  members  are  discouraged. 
Some  of  the  older  ones  have  endeavored  to  restore  peace  and  harmony 
and  to  bring  about  a  settlement  of  this  difficulty;  but  their  efforts  have 
been  in  vain,  and  they  declare  that  if  there  is  not  a  change  soon  they 
will  a?k  for  their  dim«ts.  The  officers  of  the  Commandery  are  active  and 
zealous  in  their  duties,  the  meetings  are  held  regularly,  and  everything 
is  done  to  sustain  the  organization ;  but  there  is  no  encouragement  for 
them  to  continue  unless  tuero  is  a  solution  of  this  unfortunate  circum- 
stance, and  some  action  should  be  taken  by  the  Grand  Commandery, 
which  will  put  a  stop  to  the  continuance  of  an  evil  which  threatens  to 
disrupt  one  of  the  best  Commanderies  in  the  State. 

A  singular  and  unknightly  state  of  thing  surely. 

We  also  clip  the  following  "General Order,"  which,  while  regretting 
the  necessity  for  its  issuance,  we  commend  to  the  adoption  of  the  other 
R.'.  E.'.'s  wherever  needed— and  that  is  in  all  the*  Grand 'Jurisdictions  : 

[General  Orders  No.  5.] 

To  all  Kiiiylits  Templar  who  may  be  in  this  Jurisdiction  in  connection  with 
the  Forty-second  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery ,  to  be  held 
in  Los  ^ngelesy  Greeting : 

You  are  hereby  forbidden,  during  this  Conclave,  to  enter  any  saloon 
or  other  place  in  the  city  of  Los  Angeles,  or  vicinity,  where  intoxicating 
liquors  are  sold,  either  in  Templar  uniform  or  wearing  Templar  emblems 
or  badges  so  exposed  as  to  invite  attention. 

Eminent  Commanders  of  the  several  Subordinate  Commanderies  in 
this  Jurisdiction  will  cause  this  order  to  be  promulgated,  and  they  will 
be  expected  to  see  that  the  same  is  strictly  enforced. 
Attest:  John  F.  Merrill,  Grand  Commander. 

Wm.  a.  Davies,  Grand  Recorder. 

He  closes  as  follows  : 

Templarism  is  one  of  the  few  immortal  Orders  that  was  not  born  ta 
die  and  handed  down  to  us  a  beautiful  heritage ;  it  remains  for  us  to 
pass  it  on  to  future  years  that  Templars  yet  unborn  may  throw  its  ensign 
to  the  breeze,  and  cherish  it  as  sacredly  as  we.     Let  us  guard  it  as  w& 
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would  our  life's  blood,  holding  it  in  veneration,  living  up  to  its  beautiful 
teachings  and  precepts,  keeping  it  unspotted  from  the  world  and  from 
dissensions  within  our  ranks . 

Templar  Masonry  embraces  that  which  is  grand  and  noble,  that  which 
is  elevatingVand  refining,  that  which  i^  pure  and  holy,  and  to  be  a  Knight 
Templar  is  something  of  which  we  may  well  feel  proud,  as  all  its  pre- 
cepts and  teachings  are  such  as  to  tend  to  elevate  the  standard  of  all  that 
is  good  and  true,  and  may  make  us  better  men 

And  finally,  let  it  be  our  aim  in  our  pilgrimage  through  this  earthly 
life— a  life  only  preparatory  for  a  grander  one  beyond — to  so  impress 
upon  all  with  whom  we  come  in  contact  the  duty  we  owe  to  our  God,  to 
ourselves  and  to  our  fellow  man,  so  living  that  wc  may  be  respected  by 
botn  Church  and  State  ;  and  when  our  allotted  task  on  earth  shall  have 
ended,  and  our  spirits  called  to  Him  who  gave  them,  and  the  Great 
Book  shall  be  opened,  it  shall  be  proclaimed:  *'Welldone,  thou  good  and 
faithful  servant ;  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord."  And  may  we  be 
permitted  to  enter  that  grand  and  perfect  Asylum  above,  where  all  is 
love  and  happiness .  *' 

The  proceedings,  while  voluminou?,  are  devoid  of  general  interest. 
The  Order  seems  to  be  in  an  exceptionally  prosperous  condition.  Total 
membership  ;^310— a  gain  of  141. 

The  Correspondence  is  no  longer  a  part  of -the  bowels  of  the  pamphlet 
but  has  become  an  Apendicitis,  which  is  its  proper  function  in  this  field, 
although  its  use  as  an  organ  of  the  literary  body  of  Templary  is  much 
plainer  than  is  the  corresponding  organ  in  the  human  body  to  the  medi- 
cal profession. 

The  report  is  signed  by  three  people,  but  it  is  evidently  the  work  of 
Bro.  Wm.  A.  Davics,  who  digests  the  minutes  of  45  Templar  legislatures 
— 42  domestic  and  three  foreign — in  his  usual  instructive  and  entertain- 
ing style.     Under  Alabama  we  find  this  : 

We  remember  to  have  heard  when  a  boy  during  the  cholera  scourge, 
we  think  of  1832,  of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  ahsistance  to  properly  care 
for  the  dead  :  but  we  never  heard  of  a  condition  so  distressing  as  the 
one  afflicting  our  f raters  of  Alabama  So  many  passing  away  that  time 
cannot  be  found  to  give  each  a  few  words,  "Iii  Momoriam."  We  wish 
you  hadn't  told  us  of  it,  Frater  Moore. 

We  presume  that  there  is  no  report  on  Correspondence  made  to  any 
of  the  Grand  Bodies  that  contains  po  full  and  exhaustive  an  epitome  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Bodies  reviewed  as  does  that  of  Bro.  Davies'. 
Nothing  escapes  him,  it  is  all  there  and  the  Templars  of  California  can 
by  reading  his  reports,  tell  exactly  what  has  been  done,  legislatively,  in 
all  the  other  Grand  Jurisdictions. 

We  much  regret  the  absence  of  Mississippi  from  this  admirable  re- 
port. 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Fred  Marvin  Miller  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondent as  before. 

CONNECTJCU  T— 1  9  0  0. 
The  Seventy-third  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Waterbury,  March 
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20th.  There  were  present :  R.*.  E.\  Sir  Wm.  E.  Rialey,  Grand  Com- 
mander, E.*.  Sir  Eli  C.  Birdsey,  Grand  Recerder,  all  the  balance  of  the 
staff,  13  Past  Grand  Commanders,  102  Past  Commanders,  26  Grand  Rep- 
resentatives and  deleg'ates  from  11  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  comparatively  short  but  is  a  full 
resume  of  a  rather  uneventful  administration.  His  visitations  were 
quite  general  and  no  doubt  resulted  in  good.  Connecticut  lost  one  Past 
G.  C,  to  whose  memory  and  worth  affectionate  tribute  was  paid.  He 
issued  eleven  dispensations  *'to  appear  in  public  in  regalia,''  but  fails  to 
say  what  occasions  were  thus  honored.  We  hope  none  of  them  were  for 
**pilgrimage8."    Under  * 'Discipline"  we  find  this  : 

It  now  becomes  my  duty  to  present  to  you  the  only  unpleasant  occur- 
rence of  my  term  of  oflfice  as  your  Grand  Commander. 

December  5th,  oae  of  the  Past  Commanders  of  New  Haven  Com- 
mandery,  No.  2,  informed  me  that  the  Eminent  Commander  of  that  Com- 
mandery,  Solomon  T.  Riggs,  had  confen  ed  the  Order  of  the  Red  eras'* 
upon  a  companion  after  objection  had  been  made  by  a  member  in  good 
standing  in  that  Commandery.  As  this  action  was  in  direct  violation  of 
Section  I,  Title  XXXVII,  of  the  Grand  Encampment  Code,  I  considei^ 
it  a  matter  to  which,  in  accord  with  my  obligation,  I  should  give  prompt 
attention.  Upon  interviewing  Eminent  Commander  Riggs,  I  found  the 
facts  as  stated,  and,  while  he  deeply  regretted  the  occurrence,  I  deemed 
it  my  duty  to  take  such  action  as  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment provides,  and  on  the  13th  day  of  December  I  did  officially  suspend 
Sir  Knight  Solomon  T.  Riggs  from  his  official  position  as  Eminent  Com- 
mander of  New  Haven  Commandery,  No.  2,  such  suspension  to  continue 
until  the  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery. 

And  beg  to  inquire  why  the  E.*.  C.*.,  if  he  regretted  so  deeply  hav- 
ing done  the  deed,  after  it  was  done,  why  he  did  it.  These  post  perform- 
ance repentances  don't  amount  to  much  in  a  case  of  this  kind.  The  jury 
find  that  the  culprit  got  his  just  deserts.     We  copy  his  "conclusion  :" 

I  have  thus  in  as  concise  a  manner  as  possible  presented  to  you  the 
record  of  my  official  acts  as  your  Grand  Commander.  I  have  endeavored 
to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Commandery  in  a  prudent,  business- 
like manner,  and  in  every  way  not  only  to  realize,  but  to  anticipate,  the 
requirements  of  the  office.  The  record  is  before  you  for  consideration, 
and  I  trust  will  meet  your  approval. 

I  shall  always  hold  the  remembrance  of  the  Knightly  courtesies  re- 
ceived, both  from  ALL  the  Commanderies  in  the  State  and  each  individ- 
ual Sir  Knight  with  whom  I  have  come  in  contact,  not  only  during  the 
past  year,  but  through  all  the  years  during  which  you  have*^  honored  me, 
as  among  the  greatest  pleasures  of  my  life. 

May  it  be  our  privilege,  as  it  is  our  duty,  by  precept  and  example,  to 
show  to  the  world  the  benefits  and  influences  which  are  so  clearly  enun- 
ciated in  our  Solemn  Rites.  Let  us  exercise  Charity  to  all,  being  slow  to 
take  offence,  quick  to  forgive,  and  ready  to  help;  and,  as  "Truth  is  mighty 
and  will  prevail,"  may  the  principles  of  our  Order  cover  the  land  "as  a 
mantle  of  Love,  a  sunlight  of  Faith,  and  an  immortal  glow  of  Hope." 

The  proceedings  contain  nothing  startling.  The  treasurer's  report 
shows  a  balance  of  $549.50  after  wiping  out  a  balance  due  him  of  $599.66. 
The  Grand  Recorder's  report  shows  that  ten  Knights  were  suspended  in 
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one  Commandery  for  non-affiliation  with  Lodg^e  and  Chapter.  The 
finance  committee  advanced  the  salary  of  the  Grand  Recorder  from  $300 
to  $500,  which  was  approved,  as  it  should  have  been.  Total  membership 
2,652  a  gain  of  58. 

Forty  Templar  legistatures,  or  their  proceedings,  pass  in  review  be- 
fore our  old  and  valued  friend  Past  G.  C.  Hugh  Sterling,  who  accords  to 
each  that  courteous  and  intelligent  attention  characteristic  of  the  man 
and  Templar.  Our  brother's  attention  to  Mississippi  for  -99  is  flattering- 
ly full  and  fraternal.    He  says  of  the  report  of  the  Law  Committee  : 

The  report  of  the  **Law  Committee^' on  the  matter  of  dispensations 
to  ballot  upon  petitions  before  the  expiration  of  the  required  time  is  a 
•well  written  paper,  and  it  would  be  well  for  some  of  the  Grand  Com- 
manders who  have  reported  ^^dvtpensatimis  granted"  to  receiue  and  baUot 
uxx>n  petitions  vyithmU  usual  delay  to  read  the  same. 

"Our  Fred"  usually  turns  out  "well  written''  reports  and  very  sensi- 
ble ones,  besides.  He  copies  a  part  of  our  Conclusion  which  ho  demon- 
strates "characteristic."  As  he  files  no  demurrer  to  what  we  say,  we 
assume  that  he  concurs.    We  appropriate  his  "conclusion  :" 

We  find  in  our  review  of  the  proceedings  submitted  to  your  commit- 
tee, almost  an  entire  absence  of  anything  that  can  be  termed  controver- 
sy. The  questions  which  formerly  gave  tho  several  Grand  Commanders 
annoyance  because  of  the  possibility  of  more  than  one  construction,  have 
seemingly  been  settled  so  that,  as  perhaps  never  before,  there  are  less 
opportunities  for  the  reporter  to  criticise  (should  he  be  so  disposed^  than 
formerly. 

The  only  question  which  is  likely  to  be  agitated  between  now  and  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment  is  that  of  non-affiliation  in 
Ix>dge  and  Chapter.  The  Grand  Encampment  as  we  understood  passed 
upon  that  question  with  the  understanding  that  voluntary  non-affiliation 
for  six  months  after  the  passage  of  the  law,  would  sever  the  membership 
of  a  Sir  Knight  with  his  Commandery  and  there  was  no  desire  or  inten- 
tion to  make  it  retroactive  in  its  application.  In  f*ct,  if  we  remember 
correctly,  it  was  said  that  t-ome  oif  the  representatives  from  this  and 
other  iurisdictions  being  unaffiliated  would  lose  their  membership  in 
their  Commanderies  if  the  law  included  those  non-affiliated  prior  to  its 
passage;  that  being  the  case  it  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  sec- 
tion would  have  received  their  support  as  it  diil  in  some  instances.  We 
are  on  record  as  opposed  to  it  whatever  may  be  its  construction;  as  it  is  a 
part  of  the  law,  we  regret  that  a  difference  of  opinion  exists  as  to  its  ap- 
plication among  some  of  the  leading  Templars  of  the  country,  including 
the  M.'.  E.'.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Edgar  S.  Davis  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  and  Corres- 
pondent as  before. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA— 1900. 

A  Special  Conclave  was  held  at  Washington,  January  15.  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  the  report  of  a  special  committee  appointed  to  pro- 
cure jewels  for  presentation  to  the  Past  Grand  Commanders.  The 
attendance  was  large,   the  report  satisfactory,  and   the   presentations 
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made  together  with  sundry  speeches;  one  of  presentation  by  Past  Grand 
Master  Warren  LaRue  Thomas,  and  one  of  acceptance,  on  behalf  of  the 
recipients,  by  Past  Grand  Commander  Larner,  after  which  an  elegant 
banquet. 

The  Fifth  Annual  was  held  at  the  same  place  May  14.  There  were 
present  R.*.  E.*.  Wm.  E.  Gallaher,  Grand  Commander,  E.*.  Sir  Arvine 
W .  Johnston,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  four  Past 
Grand  ^Commanders,  one  Past  Grand  Captain  General,  thirty- three 
Grand  Representatives  and  Delegates  from  five  Sub-CJommanderies. 
The  Grand  Commander  opened  with  an  excellently  prepared  address  as 
follows: 
To  the  Grand  Commandery  Knights  2'emplar  of  the  DistHct  of  Columbia. 

Sir  Knights:  Profoundly  grateful  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  the 
Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift,  for  His  loving  care  and  tender 
mercies  in  the  past,  and  humbly  imploring  His  guidance  and  blessing 
through  all  our  days,  I  extend  to  you  a  knightly  greeting  to  this  our 
Fifth  Annual  Conclave. 

One  year  has  passed — how  swiftly  the  sands  of  life  runi  It  seems 
but  yesterday  when  by  your  partial  suffrages  I  was  advanced  to  the 
honors  and  responsibilities  of  (irand  Commander,  and  as  I  stand  in  this 
presence  to  render  and  account  of  my  stewardship  and  surrender  to  my 
successor  the  honorable  station  which  1  now  occupy,  I  beg  to  assure  you 
that  it  is  with  a  sense  of  sadness  I  realize  that  nre  this  Conclave  shall 
adjourn  the  pleasant  official  relations  I  have  sutitained  to  the  Templars 
of  this  Jurisdiction  will  have  ended.  The  many  knightlv  courtesies  I 
have  received  at  the  hands  of  our  fraters,  mark  the  year  as  one  of  the 
happiest  in  ray  Masonic  life. 

In  bidding  you  welcome  to  this  Annual  Conclave,  I  extend  to  you 
my  congratulations  on  the  inr.rease  of  our  membership,  which,  though 
small,  marks  a  change  in  the  conditions  which  have  been  presented  each 
year  beginning  with  the  Second  Annual  Conclave. 

Prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  when,  as 
Templars,  we  were  immediately  subordinate  to  the  Grand  l^^ncampmenl, 
many  errors  and  irregularities  entered  into  our  aianairement,  and  being 
remote  from  the  governing  body,  each  Commandery  preserved  its  own 
individuality,  acting  independently  and  legislating  for  its  own  particular 
needs.  Uu  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  its  constitution,  it  became  necessary  to  revise  the  by-laws  of  con- 
stituent bodies  in  order  to  moke  them  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 
statutes  and  edicts  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

At  present  we  have  five  Commanderies  in  this  Jurisdiction  under 
the  immediate  control  of  the  Grand  Commander,  enjoying  a  better 
knowledge  of  Templar  law,  both  as  to  privileges  and  duties,  better 
equipped  in  point  of  uniform,  with  a  greater  regard  for  regulations  and 
requirements,  and  with  a  more  extended  social  intercourse  than  has 
ever  been  known  in  our  history.  We  have  also  a  more  uniform  rendi- 
tion of  our  beautiful  Ritual,  and  the  consequent  improvement  in  the 
character  and  impressiveness  of  work  can  cot  fail  to  have  its  full  force 
and  effect  upon  those  on  whom  the  Orders  are  conferred. 

It  is  a  further  subject  for  congratulation  that  while  as  to  date  of 
organization  our  Grand  Commandery  appears  on  the  rolls  of  Grand 
Encampment  as  No.  42,  in  point  of  membership  we  are  No.  24;  while  in 
the  average  membership  of  our  Commanderies  we  stand  first  in  the 
United  States. 
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Appropriate  tribute  is  paid  to  the  Knightly  Dead  of  the  Continent. 
His  dispensations  were  for  wise  purposes.  We  object,  however,  to  the 
word  **Pi/<7nma</c,"  which  we  found  in  one  of  them  allowing  a  subordi- 
nate to  make  an  excursion  to  Philadelphia.  Give  the  poor  old  word  a 
rest  until  somo  Commandery  makes  a  pilgrimage  to  **The  Holy  Land:" 
it  is  out  of  place  everywhere  else. 

He  took  effective  measures  to  enforce  the  dependent  member- 
ship law  of  the  Grand  decampment.  The  beautiful  effects  of  those 
measures  were  immediately  seen  in  the  unprecedented  number  of 
petitions  for  affiliation  and  reinstatement  into  the  fundamental  Orders. 
The  address  and  his  administration  were  alike  creditable  to  the  R. '. 
E.'.  and  the  Jurisdiction - 

The  pi'oceedings  were  devoid  of  general  interest.  The  Grand  Treas- 
urer's account  shows  a  cash  balance  in  hand  of  $771.82.  Total  member- 
ship 1,493,  a  gain  of  13. 

CORRESPONDKNCE. 

Th  is  report  is  the  third  of  the  series  and  was  submitted  by  E.  •.  Sir 
Geo.  H.  Walker,  chairman.  The  report,  though  brief,  is  a  well  written 
and  instructive  paper.     We  copy  the  opening  chorus  : 

Fraters:  In  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  I  submit 
herewith  their  third  annual  report,  containing  a  review  of  the  proceed- 
mgs  of  all  Grand  Commanderies  that  have  been  received.  There  is  com- 
paratively little  out  of  the  usual  routine  now  taking  place  in  the  Templar 
world.  There  is  some  discussion  as  to  the  elTect  of  the  legislation  enact- 
ed at  the  last  Triennial  Conclave  held  at  Pittsburg  respecting  member- 
ship in  Lodge  and  Chapter,  one  or  two  writers  maintaining  that  it  was 
not  intended  to  affect  those  who  were  members  of  Commanderies  at  the 
time  the  new  law  was  adopted,  but  the  Grand  Master— and  his  ruling 
meets  with  hearty  approval  in  many  quarters — decided  that  it  applies 
alike  t«»  all  Kuights  Templar,  no  matter  when  they  may  have  received 
the  Orders.  Each  and  every  Knight  Templar  must  hereafter  maintain 
raemoership  in  Blue  Lodge  and  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  order  to  remain 
in  good  standing  as  a  member  of  the  Commandery.  Thus  he  contributes 
to  the  support  of  the  foundation  of  the  Masonic  system  as  well  as  to  the 
superstructure,  and  his  interest  in  the  entire  institution  is  thereby  en- 
hanced 

Fewer  decisions  than  usual  are  noted,  the  new  code  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  clearing  up  many  questions  hitherto  regarded  as  doubtful 
in  their  application.  Grand  Commanders  have  saved  themselves  the  pre- 
paration of  decisions  by  simply  referring  to  a  particular  ©ection  of  the 
new  Code  of  Statutes. 

A  few  jurisdictions  are  proposing  changes  in  uniform,  some  doing 
away  with  the  baldric  altogether,  while  others  have  abandoned  its  use  for 
all  officers  above  the  rank  of  Senior  Warden  who  wear  shoulder-straps. 

The  Grand  Commandery  of  Arkansas  has  enacted  a  law  that  any  one 
engaged  or  who  may  engage  hereafter  in  the  liquor  traffic  shall  forfeit 
his  membership  in  the  Commandery.  In  some  jurisdictions  the  Grand 
Lodge  prohibits  the  brethren  of  Blue  Lodges  from  engaging  in  the  traf- 
Hc,  and  thus  the  Commanderies  are  indirectly  affected. 

Mississippi  for  1899  receives  but  small  space — 18  lines — but  as  that  is 
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about  the  same  treatment  accorded  to  many  others,  we  do  not  complain. 
You  are  right,  brother,  in  regard  to  our  "thrusts"  being  well  meant. 
They  are  devoid  of  malice,  always.  We  regret  to  see  that  our  brother 
is  so  sparing  in  the  expression  of  his  own  views  on  matters  passing  in  re- 
view.    **Blow  your  trumpet,  if  you  don't  sell  a  clam !" 

R.  E.  Harrison  Dingman  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspon- 
dent as  before. 


GREAT   PRIORY   OF  ENGLAND   AND   WALES-1899. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  Mark  Mason's  Hall,  Great  Queen  street,  De- 
cember 8th.  There  were  in  attendance :  The  Rt.  Hon.  The  Earl  of 
Euston,  G.  C.  T.,  on  the  Throne;  Frank  Richardson,  G.  C.  T.,  Grand 
Registrar,  two  V.  E.  Provincial  Priors,  a  long  list  of  **Great  Officers," 
another  long  list  of  Past  Great  Officers  and  Representatives  from  eight 
Provinces.  We  confess  to  being  a  little  mixed  up  in  our  efforts  to  get 
the  "true  inwardness"  of  our  cousins'  style  of  getting  up  minutes,  as  well 
as  the  multitude  of  high-sounding  titles,  but  it  does'nt  matter  very  much. 
We  find,  in  what  is  entitled  "Report  of  the  Council,"  that  at  some  "gath- 
ering of  the  clans,"  "There  was  also  present  V.  E.  Jno.  Corson  Smith, 
Past  Grand  Commander  of  the  Encampment  of  the  United  States  of 
America." 

Touching  the  matter  of  Grand  Representatives  we  find  the  following 
in  the  same  report : 

The  delegates  from  Scotland  reported  that  tne  Chapter  General  had 
adopted  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  delegates  at  the  last  Con- 
ference, and  had  agreed  to  sanction  the  interchange  of  representatives 
with  sister  Governing  Bodies. 

Some  discussion  then  took  place  as  to  the  Governing  Bodies  with 
whom  representatives  might  be  interchangfed,  and  more  especially  as  re- 
garded the  position  of  the  Order  in  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
which  country  there  was  a  Grand  Commandery  in  every  State  of  the 
Union.  V.E.  General  John  C.  Smith  explained  that  these  Grand  Com- 
manderies  had  no  authority  to  exchange  representatives  with  the  Gov- 
erning Body  of  any  Kingdom  or  State  outside  of  the  Union,  and  that 
such  representatives  could  only  be  appointed  or  received  by  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

The  Delegates  from  Ireland  and  Scotland  called  attention  to  letters 
received  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in 
which  it  was  stated  that  Representation  already  existed,  and  a  wish  was 
expressed  that  the  Grand  Priory  of  Ireland  and  the  Chapter  General  of 
Scotland  should  say  if  they  were  satisfied  with  the  Representatives  or 
wished  new  ones  to  be  appointed.  The  Delegates  from  both  countries 
stated  that  there  must  be  some  mistake  in  this,  as  their  Governing 
Bodies  had  never  appointed  Representatives  to  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  nor  had  they  received  any  from  it. 

v.*.  E.-.  General  John  C.  Smith  stated  that  had  such  appointments 
been  made  they  would  have  been  irregular,  and  it  was  arranged  to  com- 
municate this  the  the  Grand  Priory  of  Ireland  and  the  Chapter  General 
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of  Scotland,  in  order  that,  if  so  advised,  they  might  reply  to  this  effect 
to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Kentucky. 

Another  meeting  was  held  in  the  same  Hail  May  11,  1900,  at  which 
there  was  a  large  attendance  and  same  presiding  officer. 

In  the  ^'Report  of  the  Council,"  General  John  Corson  Smith  again 
comes  to  the  front,  being  announced  as  the  Representative  of  Great 
Priory  *'near  the  General  Grand  Encampment  of  the  Temple  for  the 
United  States  of  America."  We  note,  also,  the  Greneral  has  the  three 
mysterious  letters  K.  C.  T.  attached  to  his  name.  Our  English  brethren 
honored  themselves  by  honoring  our  Brother  Smith,  and  showed  their 
g:ood  judgment  and  sense  by  selecting  him  for  the  position  named.  i 

We  find  nothing  further  in  the  pamphlet  of  general  interest,  except 
that  Past  Grand  Commander  Smith  was  also  created  an  honorary  Knight 
Commander.  They  have  uo  Correspondence  Committee,  and  not  much 
of  anything  else  that  resembles  our  governing  bodies;  in  fact  their  pro- 
ceedings  are  something  like  beefsteak  without  gravy — dry  and  hard. 


FLORID  A— 1  900. 

The  Sixth  Annual  was  hela  in  the  city  of  Jacksonville,  May  10, 
Present,  R. .  E.*.  Sir  Elmer  E.  Haskell  Grand  Commander,  Sir  W.  P. 
Webster,  Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  balance  of  the  staff  except  the 
Senior  Grand  Warden,  three  Past 'Grand  Commanders,  a  lot  of  Grand 
Representatives  and  Representatives  of  seven  Sub-Commanderies. 

The  address  of  the  R.'.  E.*.  was  a  well  written  resume  of  his  admin- 
istration, but  is  confined  to  local  matters.  He  reports  the  Order  in  good 
shape  in  all  respects. 

Proceedings  local.  Treasury  contains  a  balance  of  $673.00.  Fifty 
dollars  was  paid  for  a  Past  Grand  Commander's  jewel,  $3^.00  on  Pay 
Roll,  and  nothing  for  Correspondence  report,  which  shows  them  to  be, 
like  Nebraska  toos,  **long"  on  jewelry  and  "short"  on  literature.  Every 
one  to  his  own  taste,  as  the  oid  lady  said  when  she  kissed  her  cow. 

Total  memberseip  309— a  gain  of  11.    No  report  on  Correspondence. 

R.*.  E.-.  Warren  Tyler  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  as 
before. 


GEORGIA— 1900. 

The  Thirty-Ninth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Atlanta  May  9. 
There  were  present :  R.*.  E.  •.  Sir  Julius  S.  Brown,  Grand  Commander, 
all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  eight  Past  Grand  Commanders,  one  Past 
Deputy  Grand  Commander,  one  Past  Grand  Warder,  twenty-two  Grand 
Representatives  and  Delegates  from  ten  Sub-Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  covers  forty  pages  and  is  a  full  and 
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carefully  prepared  account  of  his  stewardship.    He  reports  the  following 
anomalous  condition  of  the  Grand  Body: 

It  will  doubtless  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  the  Sir  Knights  of  this 
Grand  Commandery  to  know  that  this  Grand  Commandery  had  not,  until 
the  16th  day  of  April,  1900,  ever  been  a  Chartered  Body.  We  had  been 
acting  under  a  Dispensation,  granted  by  M.*.  E.*.  Sir  B.  B.  French, 
Grand  Master,  granted  on  the  12th  day  of  December,  1859,  ^.  O.  741, 
until  the  above  date.  A  copy  of  said  Dispensation  is  found  on  page  5,  of 
the  Prodeedings  of  the  First  Grand  Conclave  of  this  Body,  held  in  the 
city  of  Augusta,  on  the  25th  day  of  April,  I860 

When  I  was  Installed  as  your  Grand  Commander,  the  Charter  was 
not  delivered  to  me.  The  statement  was  made  that  it  was  in  the  hands 
bf  the  Grand  Treasurer.  He  being  present,  stated  that  he  Jjad  not  seen 
it.  It  was  then  supposed  to  be  m  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Recorder,  but 
our  present  Grand  Recorder  stated  that  he  had  never  seen  it.  As  it  is 
well  known,  our  Past  Grand  Recorder,  Past  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander, 
Samuel  P.  Hamilton,  was  an  Invalid  for  two  years  before  his  death,  and 
the  affairs  in  the  Grand  Recorder's  office  were  in  some  confusion. 

Feeling  that  the  absolute  necessity  of  knowing  by  what  authority  we 
existed,  or  in  other  words — what  excuse  we  had  for  living,  and  never 
doubting  but  that  a  Charter  had  been  issued,  I  at  once  commenced  a 
correspondence  with  each  one  of  the  living  Past  Grand  Commanders. 
Past  Grand  Treasurers  and  Past  Grand  Recorders,  and  to  the  widows 
and  children,  and  in  some  cases  the  grandchildi'en  of  those  who  are 
dead.  After  becoming  thoroughly  satisfied  that  the  Charter  was  lost, 
and  not  for  a  moment  aoubting  that  it  existed,  I  made  application  to  our 
M.*.  E.'.  Grand  Master  for  a  copy  of  the  Charter,  as  provided  in  the 
Statutes.  He  was  satisfied  of  its  loss,  and  at  once  granted  the  order  for 
the  issuance  of  a  duplicate  Charter.  When  the  order  reached  the  office 
of  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  he  wrote  me  that  his 
records  failed  to  disclose  the  fact  that  any  Charter  had  ever,  at  time, 
been  issued  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Georgia  I  at  once  requested 
a  certified  copy  of  the  Dispensation,  and  also  made  application  to  the 
M.*.  E.'.  Grand  Master  for  the  Charter.  We  had  some  correspondence 
on  the  subject  and  finally  he  authorized  its  issuance. 

A  singular  oversight,  and  the  first  and  only  instance,  we  presume, 
where  a  Masonic  Body,  Grand  or  Subordinate,  worked  thirty-eight  years 
under  a  Dispensation.  He  then  proceeds  to  further  explain  the  situation 
and  quotes  extensively  from  the  proceedings  and  laws  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  bearing  on  the  subject,  all  of  which,  while  interesting, 
would  be  too  much  for  our  space. 

He  rails  against  *  looseness  in  the  matter  of  proxies"  which  he 
endeavors  to  correct;  also  again&t  the  *'one  vote  for  all"  plan  of  balloting. 
We  regret  our  inability  to  concur.  The  practice  wrongs  no  man  and 
saves  time.  He  wades  into  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Body. 
It  seems  their  per  capita  dues  are  $2.00,  which. produces  a  revenue  of 
$1,574.00.  They  pay  the  Grand  Recorder  $350.00,  Foreign  Correspon- 
dence $200.00,  Grand  Treasurer  $50.00,  **Grand  Sentinel"  $25.00,  making 
a  total  for  salaries  of  $625.00.  They  paid  $425.00  for  printing  and  $76.27 
for  incidental  expenses  of  the  Grand  Recorder's  office.  Total  $1,136.00, 
to  which  add  $100.00  contributed  to  Orphans,  and  you  have  only  $338.00 
with  which  to  buy  a  hotel  in  Louisville  and  stock  the  larder  I    We  beg 
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to  suggest  that  the  printing  bill  is  twice  wbat  it  should  be,  and  twice 
what  it  woidd  he  in  Mississippi.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi  pays  no 
more  for  printing  1,200. copies  of  its  proceedings,  and  they  contain  twice 
the  number  of  pages,  so,  as  the  Grand  Commandery  recommends 
economy,  that  is  the  place  to  begin  the  work. 

Instead  of  recommending  a  curtailment  in  the  price  paid  for  this 
work,  he  suggesis  that  the  Grand  Recorder  be  required  to  perform  the 
functions  of  the  Correspondent  and  meke  the  report  consist  only  of  the 
names  of  the  Grand  Commander,  Deputy  Grand  Commander  and  Grand 
Recorder  ^ ^because  these  ai^  the  only  officers  through  which  correspondence  is 
held  with  other  Jurisdictions'  This  shows  the  idea  the  R.\  E.*.  has  of  the 
duties  of  the  Correspondence  Committee!  A  brilliant  one,  cei'tainly,  for 
the  first  officer  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  Empire  State  of  the 
South.  Ordinarily  intelligent  Templars,  of  all  ranks,  havs  supposed 
that  the  object  of  these  reports  is  to  keep  the  different  Grand  Jurisdic- 
tions advised  of  the  legislative  deliverance^  of  each  other  and  the  trend 
of  thought  and  opinion  among  the  leaders  of  the  Order  throughout  the 
world,  but  our  R.-.  E.'.  Brother  seems  to  think  that  the  sura  of  their 
duty  is  to  report  the  names  of  the  officers  cited  above  so  that  these  can 
be  addressed  by  letter  or  wire  I  We  leave  this  subject  with  the  remark 
that  if  our  brother  would  read  one  or  two  of  Brother  Hall's  reports  he 
would  know  more  about  Templary,  its  aims  and  needs,  than  he  appears 
to  know  now.  He  insists  upon  the  continuance  of  the  custom  of  present- 
ing Past  Grand  Commander's  jewels  to  the  Past  Grands,  commencing 
away  back — thinks  he  will  be  dead  before  his  term  comes,  etc.;  also  on 
making  a  big  display  at  Louisville  in  the  two  rooms  for  which  they  pay 
$100.00  for  four  daysl  All  of  which  proves  that  our  brother  is  "ia/i^"  on 
buncombe  and  "s/iorf"  on  literature,  which  we  regret. 

He  issued  quite  a  batch  of  Dispensations,  one  of  them  for  a  new 
Commandery,  and  the  balance  for  -proper  purposes.  His  decisions 
were  in  accord  with  common  sense.  His  visitations  were  general.  His 
administration,  except  the  defects  noted  above,  was  very  creditable. 
His  portrait  makes  a  very  nice  frontispiece  for  the  pamphlet.  He 
slightly  resembles  George  Washington  in  his  lineaments,  and  somewhat 
in  his  frankness;  having  the  courage  of  his  convictions  he  expresses 
them  fearlessly,  and  this  we  like  to  see  in  any  and  all  men.  We  are 
sorry,  however,  that  his  estimate  of  the  importance  of  Templar  lore  and 
literature  is  so  extremely  low. 

Proceedings  contain  nothing  lurid  or  bloodcurdling.  The  Grand 
Treasurer's  report  shows  a  cash  balance  of  $170.59— small  potatoes  and 
not  many  in  a  hill. 

The  suggestions  above  noticed  by  me  were  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee,  which  adopted  them,  decapitated  Brother  Hall,  made  the 
Grand  Recorder  perform  the  duties  of  Correspondent,  limiting  him  to 
thirty  pages  and  appropriated  $100  for  "music"  for  the  next  conclave.  If 
these  things  had  been  done  by  an  assembly  of   Georgia  "crackers"  we 
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should  not  have  been  surprised,  but  as  they  were  the  deliberate  perform^ 
ance  of  a  body  made  up  of  the  most  intelligent  men  of  Georgia  the  case 
is  different.  That  one  man  should  be  long  on  nonsense  and  short  on  the 
other  sort,  would  not  be  remarkable,  but  when  we  find  a  crowd  of  half 
a  hundred  in  the  same  boat,  we  just  simply  quit. 

Totabmembership  789,  a  gain  of  52. 

Correspondence  covers  67  pages  and  is  the  work  of  our  good  Bro. 

Roland  Hall,  and  considers  the  minutes  of  38  Templar  Grands  in  the 

author's  usual  instructive  style — Mississippi  for  1899  among  the  number. 

The  report  is  so  short  that  our  brother  had  but  little  space  for  original 

matter.    His  attention  to  Mississippi  is  short  but  kind  and  courteous.    He 

has  these  pleasant  remarks  in  regard  to  this  committee,  which  are  highly 

valued  : 

Sir  Knight  DeLap  devotes  ninety  pages  to  a  review  of  thirty-nine 
jurisdictions,  in  his  customary  able  and  unique  style.  Georgia,  for  1898, 
has  liberal  and  courteous  notice.  He  speaks  of  Grand  Commander 
Wiley's  address  as  a  buperior  paper,  and  quotes  liberally  therefrom.  He 
wishes  to  be  informed  as  to  what  is  meant*by  expenses,  as  paid  to  us. 
These,  Brother  DeLap,  are  the  actual  expenses  incurred  in  attendance 
upon  the  Conclave,  the  same  as  are  paid  to  each  Grand  Officer  of  our 
Grand  Commandery.  Anent  the  report  of  the  Triennial  Committee,  we 
quote  him  in  the  following  laneruage,  which  is  the  truih  and  the  whole 
truth.  Brother  DeLap  has  a  level  and  well-balanced  craninm  wherever 
and  whenever  you  hear  from  him.  For  kind  and  complimentary  allu- 
sions to  ourself,  we  return  thanks. 

He  closes  as  follows : 

While  a  review  of  the  proceedings  presented  for  the  consideration  of 
our  Georgia  Fraters  fails  to  present  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  contro- 
versy, there  is  much  discussion  of  the  recent  enactment  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  relative  to  non-affiliation  in  Lodge  and  Chapter.  We  are 
on  record  as  opposed  to  the  provisions  of  this  law,  whatever  may  be  its 
construction  as  lo  retroaction.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  a  majority  of 
the  ablest  members  of  the  Order  have  pronounced  against  it,  and  that 
from  present  indications  it  will  be  amended  or  repealed  entirely,  at  the 
next  Triennial.  As  we  have,  perhaps,  already  exceeded  our  limit  of 
space,  and  as  anything  else  from  us  would  appear  superfluous,  we  hasten 
to  write,  FINIS. 

Fraternally  and  courteously , 

ROLAND  B.  HALL. 

We  part  with  our  good  friend  with  sincere  regret. 
R.'.  E.*.  Thos.  E.  Fletcher  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
continued. 


INDIAN  A— 19  00. 

The  46th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  April  18th, 
There  were  present:  R.\  E.'.  Wm.  E.  Ferryman,  G.C.,  E.*.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Smythe,  Grand  Recorder,  the  entire  staff,  18  Past  Grand  C's,  96  Past 
Grand  Commanders,  31  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  every 
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Commandery  in  the  State.  Seventeen  Commanderies  were  in  line  as 
escort  to  the  Grand  Body  from  the  hotel  to  the  Asylum.  All  of  which 
shows,  better  than  any  other  evidence,  the  healthy  condition  of  the 
Order  in  that  State. 

TheG.  C's.  address  is  "Strictly  Business."    He  opens  as  follows: 

During  the  passing  of  our  Templar  yeai^the  sands  of  time  have 
counted  the  end,  and  we  have  crossed  the  threshold  and  stand  in  the 
dawn  of  a  new  century;  pausing  to  reflect,  history  carries  us  back  to  the 
incipiency  of  the  great  institutions  of  this  grand  country,  and  points  with 
exultant  pride  to  ^eir  marvelous  progress  in  a  hundred  years.  How  the 
Templar's  heart  is  thrilled  by  ths  knowledge  that  in  character  and  mis- 
sion this  grand  institution  of  Christian  Knighthood  stands  in  the  fore- 
front, the  peer  of  any.  As  we  turn  our  thoughts  from  the  past,  what 
prophetic  soul  dare  lift  the  veil  that  obscures  our  vision  ?  Guided  by 
the  tremendous  results  of  the  past,  it  were  the  part  of  wisdom  to  re- 
double our  energies,  to  keep  pace  with  and  compass  the  great  posbi- 
bilitieH  of  the  future,  in  all  things  that  make  for  the  good  of  our  noble 
Order.  Let  us  buckle  on  our  armor  anew,  and  with  the  aim  of  "Him 
who  doeth  all  things  well"  march  forward  to  the  work  of  laying  the 
foundation  for  the  progress  that  shall  halo  with  glory  the  memory  of 
those  who  shall  carry  our  banner  through  the  limits  of  another  century. 

Having  left  for  a  short  while  our  usual  vocations  to  assemble  here  in 
the  transaction  of  the  business  of  this  conclave,  may  our  deliberations  be 
characterized  by  harmony  and  good  will,  and  marked  ^  with  that  wisdom 
that  insures  just  legislation. 

From  the  opening  sentence  we  infer  that  the  R.*.  E.*.  is  under  the 
impressioD  that  the  year  1900  began  a  new  century,  a  mistake  that  is 
common  enough  to  be  remarkable.  We  beg  to  demur  to  the  proposition 
containedin  the  second  sentence.  The  Templar  heart  is  not  entitled 
to  any  very  deep  * 'thrills"  along  these  lines,  although  the  Order  has 
doubtless  made  the  world  somewhat  better  by  its  presence  in  it.  There 
is  large  room  for  improvement,  however.  Proper  tributeis  paid  to  the 
memory  and  merit  of  the  Knightly  dead,  both  of  his  own  and  sister 
Jurisdictions. 

His  dispensations  were  all  for  proper  purposes.  We  regret  to  see 
that  the  "Invasion"  and  "Pilgrimage"  fad  has  struck  the  Hoosiers  and 
Suckers  !  We  had  hoped  that  this  nonsensical  nonsense  would  be  con- 
fined to  New  England  and  adjacent  States,  bu^:  it  seems  to  be  spreading 
westward.  We  beg  to  refer  our  distinguished  brethren  to  our  remarks 
in  regard  to  this  absurdly  foolish  custom  of  calling  a  friendly  visit  to 
neighbors,  an  "/nuaston"  and  an  excursion  or  a  picnic  a  ^^ Pilgrimaged 
The  idea  of  an  Illinois  Commandery  ^Hnvading"*^  Indiana  for  the  purpose 
of  going  to  church  on  "Ascension  Day  1" 

He  made  quite  a  batch  of  decisions  and  they  were  all  correct.  He 
issued  one  dispensation  for  a  new  Commandery  and  constituted  two 
others.  He  arrested  one  charter  for  contumacy  and  other  capital  crimes 
and  issued  a  habeas  corpus  for  the  three  first  officers  returnable  to  the 
Grand  Body  I  He  reports  "a  harmonious  as  well  as  prosperous  condi- 
tion" of  the  Order  among  the  different  Commanderies.    The  address  is 

C-2 
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an  excellent  one,  and,  barring  the  "Pilgrimage"  and  "Invasion"  busi- 
ness, his  administration  an  admirable  one. 

The  proceedings  are  of  local  interest  mostly. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  receipts,  $4,813.00,  which  added  to 
"balance"  makes  $9,072.09.  He  paid  out  $4,798.68— leaving  a  net  balance 
of  $4,273.51.  • 

The  Grand  Recorder's  report  shows  "accessions,"  378;  deductions, 
292— a  net  gain  of  86,  which  is  a  good  showing.  The  "Pay  Roll" 
amounted  to  $1,815.45. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  report  reviews  only  ten  Jurisdictions.  When  our  late  friend  and 
brother,  P.  G.  C.  Ruckle,  had  gone  thus  far  in  the  duty  assigned  him,  the 
Master  called  him,  saying— "It  is  enough.  Come  up  higher."  It  is  with 
a  feeling  of  sincere  sorrow  and  regret  that  we  thus  record  the  death  of 
Bro.  Ruckle.  His  death  leaves  a  void  in  the  councils  and  literature  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Indiana  that  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  to 
fill.  His  portrait  adorns  the  pamphlet.  A  gentle,  honest,  kindly,  but  de- 
termined face.  Learned,  talented,  of  a  high  order  of  Intellect,  he  stood 
the  "first  among  his  equals."  Peace  to  his  ashes.  May  the  sustaining 
grace  of  our  GodVome  in  rich  measure  into  the  hearts  of  the  bereaved 
ones  left  behind.  The  Grand  Recorder  appends  the  following  note  to 
the  unfinished  Ashlar: 

NOTE. 

For  the  first  time  since  Past  Grand  Commander  Nicholas  R.  Ruckle 
has  been  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  he  did  not  have 
his  work  completed  when  the  Grand  Commandery  met  April  18,  1900. 
After  the  Grand  Commandery  closed  he  called  at  my  office  and  assured 
me  that  his  report  would  be  completed  by  the  time  that  I  would  have 
the  proceedings  proper  in  type,  but  alas!  he  was  called  hence  by  death 
May  4,  1900,  before  his  work  was  done.  I  have  therefore  printed  what 
he  had  prepared — ending  the  same  with  an  unfinished  sentence.  "His 
work  was  not  done,  yet  his  column  is  broken.  His  death  was  untimely, 
and  his  brethren  mourn." 

Courteously  submitted. 

William  H.  Smythe,  Grand  Recorder. 

We  also  copy  the  entire  review  of  Illinois  which  speaks  in  sadly  elo- 
quent terms  of  his  faithfulness  and  devotion  to  duty  up  to  the  last 
moment. 

"the  address." 

"The  reading  of  this  address  shows  plainly  the  great  detailed  labor 
of  conducting  the  affairs  of  a  great  Jurisdiction.  All  its  affairs  received 
the  fullest  consideration.  The  inspections  were  carefully  examined  and 
all  matters  growing  out  of  them. 

"He  does  not  approve  of  the  legislation  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
in  reference  to  continuous  affiliation,  of  which  he  says  — " 
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R.-.  E.\  Eugene  W.  Kelley  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  as  before;  P. 
G.  O.  Simeon  R.  Johnson,  Correspondent. 


low  A— 1  900. 

The  37th  Annual  was  held  at  Templar  Park,  Spirit  Lake,  July  10th, 
11th,  12th  and  13th.  There  were  present:  R.^.  E.'.  SirUohn  H.  Pettibone, 
G.  C,  E.'.  Sir  Alf.  Wingate,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand 
Officers  save  the  Standard  Bearer,  7  Past  Grand  Commanders,  2  Past 
G.  Generalissimos,  28  Past  Commanders,  25  Grand  Representatives  and 
delegates  from  44  out  of  57  chartered  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  Iowa  Templar  literary  and 
business  production,  which,  being  interpreted,  means'  that  it  is  good. 
"We  excerpt  a  part  of  his  prologue  : 

At  the  present  time,  though  unlike  our  brethren  of  old,  we  are  not 
called  upon  to  engage  in  actual  warfare,  though  our  banners  are  not 
stained  and  torn  by  the  dreadful  consequences  of  war,  and  our  swords  are 
but  emblems  of  a  peaceful  contention  for  those  things  that  are  srood  and 
pure  and  ennobling,  yet  in  this  day  and  age,  when  the  craze  of  the  race 
for  gold  threatens  to  displace  worthier  motives,  when  selfishness  and 
fielf-gain  would  seem  to  almost  stifle  higher  and  better  incentives,  when 
ignoble  passions,  to  which,  because  of  his  humanity,  man  falls  heir,  much 
need  restraint,  even  in  this  enlightened  age.  truly  have  we  need  of  men 
of  exalt-ed  minds  and  pure  hearts,  who  will  stand  forth  and  point  the 
way  to  nobler  and  better  things;  who  by  example  and  preoept,  word  and 
deed,  and  disinterested  endeavor  would  exert  an  influence  for  the  world's 
fjfood. 

•*What  we  have  done  for  ourselves  alone,  dies  with  us,  but  what  we 
have  done  for  others  and  the  world,  remains  and  is  immortal.'' 

For  such  an  Inspiring  cause  are  we  bound  together,  aud  surely  this 
spot,  our  Templar  home,  where  nature  is  seen  in  all  her  lovliness;  the 
sparkling  waters  of  the  lake,  the  trees,  and  the  flowers,  the  feathered 
songsters,  who  from  the  treetops  pipe  to  us  their  songs  of  welcome,  all 
this  should  be  an  incentive  to  lofty  thoughts,  higrh  resolves,  and  renewed 
efforts  to  accomplish  something  which  will  advance  the  interests  of  an 
Order  the  high  aims  of  which  would  seem  to  be  so  much  in  harmony 
with  the  beauty  of  our  surrounding**. 

It  is  my  pleasant  duty  to  bid  you  a  courteous  and  heartfelt  welcome 
to  our  annual  conclave,  with  the  hope  that  our  labors  may  be  crowned 
with  success,  to  the  end  that  the  standard  of  our  Order  may  be  advanced 
still  further  to  the  front  in  the  cause  of  the  Master  under  whose  banner 
we  are  enrolled;  He  who  taught  that  the  sum  of  the  law  is  to  do  unto 
others  as  you  would  be  done  by,  and  love  one  another,  and  voicing  the 
sincere  wish  that  the  results  of  our  efforts  may  enhance  the  usefulness 
of  our  Order  in  the  future  as  an  influence  for  the  general  good  of  man- 
kind. 

He  reports  the  decease  of  six  members  of  the  Grand  Command ery, 
among  the  number  our  old  and  valued  friend.  Past  G.  C.  E.  A.  Guilbert, 
one  of  the  brightest  intellects  and  most  forceful  writers  of  that  Jurisdic- 
tion, famous  for  its  strong  men  in  the  field  of  Templar  literature.    We 
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have  scanned  the  minutes  carefuUyi  but  find  no  tribute  of  respect  or 
affection  accorded  our  friend— only  this  legend  in  the  minutes  of  the 
memorial  service: 

••Edward  A.  Guilbert,  Right  Em.  G'd  Com'd'r,  1874. 

By  Theo.  S.  Parvin. 

(Tribute  not  written.) 

Why  ?  He  paid  proper  tribute,  also,  to  the  memory  and  worth  of 
the  distinguished  dead  of  sister  Jurisdictions.  He  reports  a  net  gain  of 
36  in  membership,  but  deplores  the  apparent  apathy  and  listlessness  la 
some  of  the  subordinates.  It  is  a  disease  common  to  nearly  every  Juris* 
diction. 

He  reports  the  death  of  our  Grand  Representative  Bro.  Jas.  Morton^ 
and  that  he  had  recommended  E.  *.  Sir  J.  L.  Harlan  as  his  successor. 
Kentucky,  Oregon  and  Vermont  also  lost  their  Representatives. 

His  dispensations  were  ail  for  proper  purposes.  He  refused  quite  a 
number  where  the  petitioners  wished  to  rush  through  the  "Temple"  to 
get  into  the  "Shrine."  We  think  he  was  right,  although  it  is  a  good 
thing  to  be  a  "Shriner,"  and  to  become  one  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  When  a  man  gets  his  feet  well  after  burning  them  on  the  "hot- 
sands"  of  the  desert  of  Sarah  Ann,  and  his  auimal  economy  repaired 
after  his  equestrian  excercises  on  the  Arabian  Coursers,  and  the  patient 
but  frisk  Camel,  he  naturally  feels  better  and  that  he  has  not  "lived  in 
vain  I"  IjCt  the  boys  in  as  rapidly  as  possible — we  need  them  and  their 
shekels  in  our  business. 

He  reported  a  small  "war  cloud"  between  South  Dakota  and  Iowa 
caused  by  the  theft  of  some  timber  belonging  to  the  former  by  the  latter. 
Happily  the  matter  was  soon  adjusted. 

He  made  three  rulings  or  decisions.  The  first  is  wrong,  in  our 
'  judgment,  as  we  think  the  only  one  who  can  object  to  the  advancement 
of  a  Red  Cross  Knight  without  preferring  charges,  is  the  party  who  ob- 
jected six  months  before  and  stopped  the  conferring  of  the  Orders  at  that 
time.  Had  he  been  notified  that  action  would  be  taken  on  a  new  petition 
at  the  regular  Conclave,  and  had  failed  to  attend,  then  he  could  not  have 
objected  unless  in  the  shape  of  charges. 

The  Law  Committee  and  the  Body  approved  the  decision  referred  to 
above,  but  we  are  "of  the  same  opinion  still." 

The  address  is  an  exhaustive  resume  of  a  somewhat  busy  adminis- 
tration. 

The  pamphlet  is  adorned  with  a  portrait  o!  Grand  Commander  Pet- 
tibone  (who  has  a  winning  face  and  looks  like  a  preacher)  and  a  number 
of  views  and  buildings  at  Templar  Park  and  its  vicinity — an  ideal  place 
for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  put.  The  Commandment  does  not  include 
our  neighbor's  Templar  Park,  except  in  "nor  anything  which  is  thy 
neighbor's,"  which  seems  to  take  it  in.  However,  we  wish  we  had  on© 
like  tJieifa, 
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Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  in  hand  of  $2326.00.  The  breth- 
iren  had  **chipped  in"  and  bought  a  beautiful  steam  launch  to  be  used  as 
.&  pleasure  boat  on  the  lake,  and,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day,  she 
-was  christened  *'Temp]ar"  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  including  an 
elegant  little  speech  by  Sir  Almon  R.  Davey.  A  picture  of  the  boat,  the 
pier  and  lake  is  given.    We  copy: 

Judge  Hyatt :  It  remains  but  for  me  to  give  you  something  of  the 
liistory  of  our  attempts  to  place  a  boat  here  upon  the  lake,  that  would  be 
under  our  control,  and  for  our  exclusive  use.  Since  the  '^Queeii'^  was 
removed  from  the  lake,  the  Sir  Knights  assembled  here  have  had  fre- 
pquent  consultations  as  to  how  a  boat  could  best  be  procured.  No  scheme 
tnat  was  within  our  reach  presented  itself  until  I  was  informed  that  this 
boat  was  to  be  sold  at  a  receiver's  sale  in  the  bankruptcy  court.  I  imme- 
diately wrote  to  the  Sir  Knights,  and  received  such  assurances  of  contri- 
butions that  steps  were  immediately  taken  to  complete  the  purchase, 
and  when  J  called  in  the  money,  it  came  so  rapidly  and  readily  that  I 
was  prepared  to  pay  the  full  appraised  value,  and  have  the  boat  moved 
from  Lake  Okoboji  with  money  left,  to  which  we  expect  to  add  enough 
from  the  Knights  present,  who  have  not  yet  contributed,  to  build  a  boat 
house,  track,  etc.,  for  its  protection. 

My  statement  would  be  incomplete  should  I  fail  to  give  special  com- 
mendation to  the  Sir  Knights  of  Esdraelon  Commandery,  to  whom  not 
only  myself,  but  this  Grand  Commandery  is  indebted  for  the  interest 
they  have  taken  and  assistance  given  in  the  work,  and  by  whom,  I  am 
proud  to  say,  more  of  the  stock  has  been  taken  than  by  any  other  Com- 
mandery in  the  State. 

Harriet  Nixon  Pettibone,  the  beautiful  daughter  of  Right  Eminent 
•Grand  Commander  Pettibone,  broke  the  bottle  of  pure  water  with  which 
the  boat  was  dedicated. 

**  ^lemplar  *with  this  pure  water  T  dedicate  thee  to  the  pleasures  of 
Templar  Park."  And  Sir  Knight  Hardy  ran  up  the  streamer  bearing 
the  name  of  the  boat. 

On  the  third  day  Grand  Recorder  Mayo,  of  Missouri,  put  in  his 
Appearance  and  was  accorded  a  royal  welcome. 

Our  Rev'd  Bro.  Coxe  presented  his  9th  report  on  Correspondence, 
which,  like  the  other  eight,  is  first-class  and  worthy  of  its  author.  The 
report  occupies  71  pages  and  digests  the  minutes  of  most  of  the  Templar 
•Grands  in  the  usual  entertaining  style  of  its  author,  Mississippi  for  ^99 
getting  three  pages.  As  Bro  Coxe  always  writes  interestingly,  we 
copy  his  opening : 

To  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  :  We  present 
our  ninth  annual  report  on  correspondence  for  your  inspection,  with  the 
sincere  hope  that  the  result  of  many  months  of  toil  and  research  in  your 
interest  may  secure  your  knightly  approval  and  commendation.  Pinis 
ojms  wronat.  In  the  midst  of  exacting  and  often  unattractive  labor  there 
has  come  the  cheering  thought  of  the  manv  whose  pleasure  was  to  be 
served,  and  who  would  profit  by  the  toil,  when  at  once  the  burden 
seemed  lighter,  and  the  song  of  the  reapers  reaching  the  ear  of  the 
weary  sower  in  the  distance  has  nerved  his  arm  to  new  endeavor,  and 
the  heart  has  caught  up  the  strain  of  joy  from  the  harvest  song,  if  our 
pleasure  and  profit  has  been  our  constant  aim  ;  your  approval  will  be 
our  satisfying  reward. 
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Heretofore  we  have  had  occasion,  now  and  then,  to  stand  on  the 
defensive,  and  to  contend  for  the  rights  and  honor  and  dignity  of  our 
own  jurisdiction— against  assault,  misrepresentation,  invasion  of  sacred 
rights  and  privileges  dear  to  every  kniffhtly  soul  who  cherishes  historic 
memories  of  Runnymede  and  Plymouth  Rock ;  but  we  gladlv  record 
that  no  occasion  has  recently  arisen  for  either  offensive  or  aefensive 
action.  Peace  prevails  in  the  Templar  world.  Almost  universal  har- 
mony characterizes  the  reports  which  come  from  every  hand.  A  sharp 
note  of  dissent  from  the  official  interpretation  of  the  law  respecting  non- 
affiliates  enacted  at  the  last  session  of  the  Grand  Encampmenc  is  neard 
from  sources  which  make  the  dissent  significant,  and  which  may  be 
taken  as  the  keynote  of  amendment  or  repeal  in  1901,  but  this  does  not 
really  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  advancing  column.  There  is  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  but  no  dissension ;  a  lack  of  agreement  as  to  correct 
and  equitable  interpretation,  but  no  revolt  against  constituted  authority. 
Would  that  the  nations  were  at  peace,  as  are  the  Templar  hosts  througn- 
out  the  world. 

Our  journeyings  have  led  us  into  shadows  as  well  as  into  sunshine  ; 
have  brought  grief  as  well  as  joy.  Some  noble  souls  have  gone  on  to  ihe 
pilgrims'  rest  and  left  us  lonely.  We  miss  their  smiles,  their  cheery 
words,  their  warm  hand-clasp.  From  many  jurisdictions  our  personal 
friends  have  been  called,  and  more  than  once  have  we  cried,  with  Ellsha^ 
as  he  saw  ihe  ascending  chariot.  "My  father,  my  father  I''  Our  own 
jurisdiction  has  been  smitten  sadly.  Morton,  Winslow,  Guilbert^ 
Beardslee,  Clarke— how  the  sad  line  has  lengthened  for  the  year  !  These 
were  among  the  leaders ;  the  rank  and  file  has  not  failed  to  follow. 
"There  is  do  discharge  in  that  war,"  and  prince  and  peasant  lie  down  at 
labt  in  the  same  bed  in  mother  earth. 

But  the  sadness  cannot  overcloud  and  shut  out  joy,  else  our  faith 
were  rain  and  our  hope  an  unfounded  delusion.  Our  losses  sober  our 
thought,  and  should  make  more  earnest  our  lives ;  "the  night  cometh 
when  no  man  can  work."  But  for  us  it  is  yet  day,  and  the  day  calls  to- 
duty.  By  cheerful  courage  and  loyal  devotion  to  duty  we  shall  best 
honor  our  fallen  f ratres  and  the  King  whom  we  serve.  The  world  ha* 
shadows  enough,  at  best ;  its  heartaches  call  for  comfort  and  peace — not 
for  any  new  tale  of  woe.  Our  mission  is  best  fulfilled  by  scattering  sun- 
shine and  cheer  while  we  may ;  the  night  cometh  soon.  This  little  gem 
portrays  in  part — 

THE  TRUE  TEMPLAR. 


If  any  little  word  of  mine 

May  make  a  life  the  brighter. 
If  any  little  song  of  mine 

May  make  a  heart  the  lighter, 
God  help  me  speak  the  little  word 

And  take  my  bit  of  sinking. 
And  drop  it  in  some  lonely  vale 

To  set  the  echoes  ringing. 

If  any  little  love  of  mine 

May  make  a  life  the  sweeter, 
If  any  little  care  of  mine 

May  make  a  friend's  the  fleeter. 
If  any  lift  of  mine  may  ease 

The  burden  of  another, 
God  ^ive  me  love,  and  care,  and  strength, 

To  nelp  my  toiling  brother. 


Washington,  Iowa,  June  I5th,  1900. 
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The  poetry,  sentiment  and  prayer  of  the  closing  stanzas  are  very 
beautiful.  As  there  are  no  quotation  marks  we  presume  the  verses  are 
original  and  we  congratulate  our  brother. 

Bro.  Coxe's  attention  to  Mississippi  is  full  and  very  kind.    We  copy: 

The  Right  Eminent  stated  that  in  the  haste  of  leaving  home  he 
omitted  to  bring  his  prepared  address,  and  asked  *4eave  to  print,"  which 
request  was  granted.  A  foot  note  reads  as  follows:  *  ^Address  not  re- 
ceived by  Grand  Recorder."  We  shall  not  attempt  a  resume  of  the 
paper. 

in  reply  to  a  query  as  to  whether  a  petition  for  the  orders  could, 
under  special  dispt^nsation  from  the  Grand  Commander,  **be  presented 
and  acted  upon  at  a  special  conclave  of  the  Commandery,"  the  Law  Com- 
mittee replied  in  the  negative.  There  seemed  to  be  provisions  giving  to 
a  Grand  Commander  authority  ''to  do  almost  anything  asked  for  in  the 
way  of  a  candidate  being  rushed  through  the  Asylum  at  lightning  speed,-' 
but  in  Section  21  [Title  XLV.,  Statutes  Grand  Encampment]  they  found 
''a  stumbling  block"  in  the  requirement  that  such  dispensation  must  be 
asked  for  by  a  vote  of  the  Commandery,  and  such  request  could  not  be 
made  before  a  petition  was  ■  presented.  The  rhetorical  figure  called 
••proiepsis,"  or  anticipative  action,  would  not  fall  within  the  permissive 
provisions  of  the  law.  This  is  a  matter  of  special  interest  to  all  Juris- 
dictions, and  we  have  a  conviction  that  in  some  instances  of  record  the 
temptation  to  magnify  "prerog."  has  been  yielded  to  at  the  expense  of 
the  plain  requirements  of  the  law.  In  any  event  Sir  Frederic  Speed  is 
entitled  to  thanks  for  directing  attention  to  the  subject,  and  for  setting 
forth  the  present  law  governing  such  cases. 

The  Oi-and  Recoraer  jjresented  his  twenty-ninth  annual  report  in  a 
page  and  one-half.  He  slips  once  or  twice  on  his  rhetoric — more  cor- 
rectly we  should  say  on  his  punctuation;  that  being  corrected  would 
straighten  out  the  rhetorical  tangle.  His  statement  of  official  duties 
performed  is  clear  and  explicit. 

Of  our  effort  he  says,  possibly  sarcastically: 

Eighty-nine  pages  of  condensed  wisdom  gathered  from  the  proceed- 
ings of  forty-three  j  urisdictions  is  what  Frater  E.  G.  DeLap  serves  up  to 
the  Mississippi  fratres  for  1899.  InterestingV  DeLap  could  not  be  dull 
if  he  would.  Instructive?  That  depends  more  on  the  pupil  than  on  the 
teacher;  but  the  teacher  does  his  part  well.  The  report  is  mostly 
DeLap's;  any  lapse  of  interest  may  be  set  down  to  the  credit  of  his  scis- 
sors rather  than  to  his  pen 

We  do  not  want  Bro.  Power  to  ''throw  up"  his  office  in  the  Grand 
Commaudery.  He  is  too  old  and  too  faithful  a  servant  for  us  to  seriously 
consider  one  or  two  failures  of  the  kind  in  -question.  We  would  be  glad 
to  devotcmore  space  to  our  good  brother's  report,  but  must  forbear.  ■ 

R.".  E.\  Sir  David  Miller  Brownlee  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  continued. 


INDIAN    TERRITORY— 190  0  . 

The  Sixth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Ardmore,  April  18th. 
Present:  R.".  E.-.  Sir  Robert  F.  Scoffern,  G.  C ,  E.-.  Sir  Jos.  S.  Murrow, 
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Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  members  of  the  staff,  a  number  of  Past 
Grand  OfBcers  and  Past  E.  C.'s,  and  Representatives  from  five  Subordi- 
nate Cbmmanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  very  short  and  confined  to  local 
matters.  The  proceedings  routine  and  local.  Order  in  fairly  prosperous 
condition.    Total  membership  209— a  (rain  of  14. 

No  report  on  Correspoudence,  which  accounts  for  the  brevity  of  this 
review. 

R.'.  E.'.  I.  B.  Kirkland  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  as  before.  He  is 
also  the  Correspondent. 


I  L  L  I  N  O  I  S— 1  9  0  0. 

The  44th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  October  23d. 
There  were  present:  R.*.  E.'.  Jas.  B.  McPatrich,  Grand  Commander, 
R.'.  E.*.  Gilbert  W.  Barnard,  Grand  Recorder,  22  Past  Grand  Comman- 
ders, 32  Grand  Representatives,  including  Bro.  Elward  for  Mississippi, 
21  Past  Commanders  and  Representatives  from  65  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies. 

The  R.\  E.'.  opened  an  elegant,  though  somewhat  lengthy,  address, 
in  the  following  elc^uent  words: 

Amidst  the  emblems  of  the  dying  year,  the  fading  beauties  of  the 
summer,  the  fiowerless  stalks  in  the  garden,  and  the  subdued  splendors 
of  the  landscape,  pointing  to  another  milestone  of  time,  we  meet  to  wit- 
ness the  closing  events  of  a  similar  period  of  time  in  the  history  of  this 
Grand  Commandery .  There  is  a  touch  of  sadness  in  the  closing  of  a 
year,  with  its  lifeless  leaves,  smitten  by  frosts,  scattered  at  our  feet,  and 
its  evidences  of  decay,  which  frown  where  there  was  once  life  and  the 
laughter  of  the  roses;  and  whenever  a  stated  period  of  time,  with  its 
familiar  and  pleasant  associations,  closes,  there  is  regret  in  the  heart  that 
has  been  warmed  and  inspired  by  the  history  that  has  been  made. 
While  the  experience  of  your  Grand  Commander,  during  the  official  year 
now  3losing,  have  made  a  delightful  epoch  in  his  life,  and  will  forever 
remain  briliantly  realistic  in  his  memory,  he  comes  today  to  surrender  to 
you  the  trusts  which  you  so  generously  placed  in  his  keeping  with  regret 
that  the  official  year  has  at  last  reached  its  end. 

Your  splendid  support,  your  charity  for  mistakes  that  may  have 
been  made,  and  your  tireless  exhibition  of  generous  fraternal  feeling, 
have  touched  the  heart  of  your  Grand  Commander  and  portrayed  to  him 
the  worth  and  beauty  of  Knisrht  Templarism,  as  no  orator  and  no  artist's 
brush  could  have  presented  it.  The  honors  of  the  office  bring  with  them 
arduous  and  perplexing  responsibilities;  and  if  the  great,  strong  arm  of 
the  Commandery  is  so  constantly  beneath  the  administrative  official  as  to 
make  his  official  life  a  pathway  that  is  lined  with  more  flowers  than 
thorns,  more  sunshine  than  cloud;  it  speaks  volumes  for  the  generosity 
and  the  fraternal  kindness  of  the  Templar  heart;  and  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery is,  and  always  will  be,  among  the  sweetest  of  his  memories. 

Due  tribute  is  paid  to  the  Knightly  dead.  Of  the  ^^Christmas  Ob- 
servance" he  remarks: 

It  is  a  beautiful  custom,  and  its  universal  adoption  would  be  in  the 
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direction  of  developing  lofty  sentiment  and  sympathetic  Knight  Temp- 
larism.  The  Christmas  season  is  mellowing  in  its  influences,  the  Being 
whose  birth  it  commemorates,  was  a  touch  of  love  to  the  world,  such  as 
it  never  before  had  felt,  and  its  glow  and  sweetness  have  lighted  up  and 
adorned  the  ages. 

His  visitations  were  quite  extensive  and,  no  doubt,  productive  of 
good. 

He  thus,  eloquently,  discourses  of  Easter: 

Easter  day  is  a  day  that  should  bo  observed  by  every  Commandery 
*n  our  Jurisdiction.  Knight  Templarism  is  nothing  without  the  truth 
that  is  symbolized  by  Easter.  It  is  a  flower  that  has  blossomed  in  the 
sunshine  of  the  resurrection  morning,  and  with  the  cross  and  the  motto 
is  the  embodiment  of  the  only  faith  that  in  the  gloom  of  death  and 
amidst  our  tears  looks  up  to  God,  and  enables  us  to  say,  "Thy  will  be 
done."  On  May  28,  I  issued  the  following  letter  to  the  Commanderies, 
which  was  generally  read  and  substantial  offerings  were  made  for  the 
benefit  of  our  orphans. 

The  observance  of  Easter  in  joyful  commemoration  of  the  resurrec- 
tion of  our  Lord,  is  all  right  and  proper,  as  is  that  of  Christmas  and 
Ascension  Day,  to  these  add  Sunday  and  you  have  a  complete  list  of 
proper  holy  days.  To  these  the  church  of  Rome,  and  others,  have  added 
holy  days  ad  infinitum,  and  to  these  we  object. 

He  reports  a  Union  service  of  all  the  Commanderies  in  Chicago  on 
''Ascension  Day,"  when  there  were  750  swords  in  line  (we  beg  to  suggest 
that  the  svxn-ds  should  have  been  left  in  the  Asylum)  and  the  collection 
for  the  Orphans'  Home  amounted  to  $812.00,  a  pretty  sure  indication  that 
the  Spirit  of  the  Master  was  present. 

His  dispensations  were  for  wise  and  proper  purposes.  He  pays  the 
following  splendid  tribute  to  our  good  brother.  General  John  Corson,  and 
to  do  it,  he  took  no  unwarrantable  liberties  with  the  exact  truth.  We 
suspect  the  invalid  was  *'Our  Fred"  and  it  is  needless  to  say  how  grate- 
ful we  are.    But  here  is  the  clipping: 

FRATERS  FROM  ABROAD. 

At  our  last  annual  conclave,  our  good  friend,  Past  Grand  Comman- 
der, Gen.  John  C.  Smith,  was  appointed  a  committee  to  attend  to  the 
wa'^ts  of  a  sick  Frater  from  a  foreign  Jurisdiction,  and  it  is  needless  for 
me  to  say  that  the  duty  was  performed  in  the  usual  kindly,  knightly 
manner  which  distinguishes  General  Smith  in  his  discharge  of  any  deli- 
cate duty.  Always  ready  to  respond  to  the  call  of  duty,  a  Knight  Temp- 
lar who  is  brilliantly  loyal  to  every  principle  of  our  creed  and  a  man 
whose  sympathies  are  as  broad  as  the  habitation  of  the  race,  Knight 
Templarism  finds  in  his  character  and  deeds,  a  constant  living  exponent 
of  its  splendor  and  value  to  mankind.  Under  his  watchful  care,  the  sick 
brother  was  restored  to  health  and  returned  to  his  home.  Right  Emi- 
neut  Sir  Smith  has  made  tis  report  and  the  committee  has  been  dis- 
charged. 

He  closes  his  able  and  interesting  address  with  a  sort  of  review  of 
their  Orphans'  Home,  which  we  would  copy  but  for  its  great  length. 
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The  proceedings  were  routine  and  mostly  local.  The  Grand  Treas- 
urer reports  a  balance  in  hand  of  98,136.22;  the  Grand  Recorder,  a  mem- 
bership of  9,582— a  net  gain  of  207. 

We  find  this  also  in  the  minutes,  which  proves  that  our  Illinois 
brethren  do  not  forget  to  honor  those  whose  absence  was  caused  by 
devotion  to  duty  as  an  American  soldier: 

On  motion  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Geo.  M.  Moulton  it  was  voted 
that  the  Grand  Recorder  cable  Sir  Knight  H.  G.  Purinton,  of  his  elec- 
tion as  Grand  Captain  General. 

This  was  subsequently  reporied  done  as  follows: 

"Captain  Purinton,  Manila.    Promoted.     *Gil.*" 

We  sincerely  hope  that  the  valiant  Captain  will  escape  the  treachery 
and  murderous  weapons  of  the  friends  and  wards  of  the  ** Anti-imperial- 
istic League,"  headquarters  in  Bosting  I  (I  wish  I  could  be  President 
for  about  one  hour,  I  would  cause  every  member  of  that  treacherous 
combination,  to  be  hanged  as  high  as  Haman  was.) 

A  brief  report  on  Correspondence  was  submitted  by  our  itinerant 
friend  and  justly  distinguished  brother,  John  Corson  Smith.  It  covers 
only  257  pages,  considerably  more  than  half  of  the  pamphlet,  and  digests 
the  proceedings  of  nearly  every  Templar  legislature  in  the  world,  ours 
for  1900  included.  Of  course  the  report  is  a  good  one,  as  that  is  the  kind 
Sir  John  gets  up.  We  copy  his  opening  in  full,  because  it  considers  a 
matter  in  which  we  are  interested: 

I'o  the  Grand  Ci/inmandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  State  of  IlliTiois  : 

For  the  twelfth  time  wo  present  our  annual  report  on  correspon- 
dence and  lay  before  you  our  review  of  the  doings  of  the  Templar  grand 
bodies  in  the  English  speaking  countries  or  the  ?lobe,  and  there  are 
none  other.  Where  the  Christianity  taught  in  our  asylums  flourishes 
there  is  the  best  civilization,  there  tne  rights  of  man  are  the  most  re- 
spected, and  protectea,  and  Templar  Masonry  prospers 

We  here  present  our  labor  of  the  year  and  ask  your  careful  perusal 
of  the  same.  The  only  question  of  moment  is  the  spirit  and  intent  of 
section  1,  title  35  as  adopted  In  Grand  Encampment  1898,  and  on  that 
question  we  have  made  our  argument  and  are  content. 

NON- AFFILIATION. 

When  Grand  Encampment  adopted  the  National  Ritual  and  then  for 
the  first  time  enacted  a  law  which  made  continuous  membership  in 
lodge  and  chapter  * 'hereafter"  necessary  to  membership  in  the  com  man- 
dery  we  thought  all  ''burning  questions"  ended.  In  this  we  seem  to 
have  been  mistaken  and  deeply  rwgret  that  it  is  sj.  We  have  the  happy 
knowledge  however  that  whi.e  peace  ane  quiet  may  be  considered  a 
pleasant  condition,  an  honest  difference  upon  any  subject  courteously 
presented  can  do  no  harm  and  may  do  much  good.  In  this  view  of  the 
case  and  with  the  best  feeling  toward  all  differing  in  opinion  W3  again 
take  up  for  discussion  section  1,  title  35  statutes  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment. 

Being  one  of  those  writers  who  for  years  have  advocated  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  requiring  continuous  membership  in  lodge  and  chapter  to 
holding  membership  in  the  commandery  we  may  be  permitted  to  state 


FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE.  27 

our  opinion  of  the  intention  of  that  law  and  what  we  believe  to  have 
been  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  Sir  Knights  who  voted  for  the 
adoption  of  section  1,  title  35  of  the  statutes.  They  thought  then  and 
we  oelieve  now  that  the  law  was  not  intended  to  apply  to  those  who  at 
that  time  were  not  in  membership  in  lodge  or  chapter.  If  that  be  true 
then  this  decision  of  the  M.'.  E.*.  Grand  Master  does  make  the  law  re- 
troactive and  therefore  it  is  null  and  void.  If  the  law  is  faulty  and  the 
decision  is  only  in  accordaoce  with  the  letter  of  the  law  why  not  have 
decided  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  law  and  not  the 
ietter? 

That  our  statement  as  to  the  inteot  and  the  opinion  of  the  brethren 
who  enacted  the  law  was  as  we  have  stated  is  attested  by  the  fact  that 
the  Sir  Knights  or  a  large  majority  of  them  were  fully  in  accord  with 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  Past  Grand  Commander  Sherley  when  he 
appealed  to  Grand  Encampment  not  to  banish  himself  and  thousands  of 
other  8ir  Knights  from  the  Order  because  they  were  not  then  in  mem- 
bership in  Ijodge  or  Chapter  and  because  of  local  dissensions  they  could 
or  would  not  be  permitted  to  renew  their  membership. 

One  writer  says  that  we  seem  to  think  the  offense  is  in  taking  a  dimit. 
Such  is  not  the  fact.  We  know  better.  But,  having  taken  a  dimit  from 
Liodge  or  Chapter  and  failing  to  deposit  that  dimit  for  six  months  and 
more  the  Sir  Knight  is  to  be  excluded  from  Lis  Commandery.  We  hold 
to  that  law  and  are  in  favor  of  it  but,  we  are  not  in  favor  of  its  applica- 
tion to  those  who  had  already  dimitted  nearly,  if  not  quite  all  of  whom 
where  then  more  than  six  months  unaflBiiated  in  Lodge  or  Chapter.  To 
apply  this  law  to  such  members  does  make  the  law  retroactive  and 
therefore  it  is  null  and  void. 

We  are  also  told  that  * 'General  Smith  endorses  the  decision  of  a 
Grand  Commander  who  decided  that  while  the  Sir  Knight  stood  sus- 
pended in  his  Chapter /or  any  cause  he  could  not  be  permitted  to  visit  his 
Commandery,"  and  we  ask,  why  not  endorse  such  a  decision  ? 

Commanderies  cannot  question  the  acts  of  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  and 
no  matter  how  unjust  their  action  it  is  in  those  bodies  the  Sir  Knight 
must  seek  redress  and  until  reinstated,  if  suspended  in  either,  the  Sir 
Knight  should  not  be  permitted  to  visit  his  own  or  any  other  comman- 
dery. 

The  M.'.  E.'.  Grand  Master  informs  us  that  not  to  enforce  this  law 
as  he  construes  it  is  to  violate  our  vows.  If  that  be  true  then  every  Tem- 
plar for  one  hundred  years  and  more  has  violated  those  vows. 

It  does  seem  strange  that  the  M.*.  E.*.  Grand  Master  having  arrived 
at  this  view  of  our  obligations  should  tell  us  in  his  circular  letter  of 
December  20, 1899,  that  ''If  the  provision  (his  decision)  is  not  found  sat- 
isfactory and  proper,  that  power  which  governs  you  and  me  and  all  of 
us  can  alone  abrogate  it." 

Should  the  Grand  Encampment  at  its  Conclave  in  1901,  "abrogate" 
this  section  1,  title  35,  what  then  is  to  become  of  our  vows  ?  Have  we  to 
recommence  a  violation  of  them,  or,  are  we  to  be  released  from  a  com- 
pliance therewith  ? 

For  one  we  don't  believe  that  any  vow  has  been  violated.  We  be- 
lieve in  the  law  as  it  is  but  not  in  its  present  interpretation,  and  if 
necessary  would  add  an  amendment  that  tne  law  shall  not  apply  to  those 
who  were  not  in  affiliation  in  Lodge  or  Chapter  at  the  date  of  its  pas- 
sage, October  14,  1898. 

The  General's  attention  to  Mississippi  is  kind  and  full  and  is  appre- 
ciated.   We  excerpt : 

On  opening  this  volume  of  proceedings  we  are  greeted  with   an 
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excellent  portrait  of  Grand  Commander  John  S.  Cobb,  who  presided 
over  this  Conclave  held  in  Asylum  of  Cyrene  Commandery  No.  9,  city  of 
Meridian,  Monday,  February  19,  1900,  commencing  at  3:30  p.  m. 

All  the  Grand  Officers,  except  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guards,  six 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  the  representatives  of  sixteen  Commanderies, 
and  many  Past  Commanders  were  present. 

The  address  is  an  excellent  paper  and  we  regret  that  time  forbids 
our  treating  it  as  fully  as  it  deserves.  We  are  on  the  eve  of  departure 
for  Boston  and  but  a  fe  ^  hours  remain  in  which  to  prepare  for  our  jour- 
ney. 

The  opening  is  pleasant  and  the  words  said  of  the  dead  as  well  as 
the  living  are  kind  and  fraternal. 

We  presume  our  Brother  assumed  that  the  portrait  in  our  pamphlet 

was  that  of  the  retiring  instead  of  the  incoming  Grand  Commander, 

hence  took  our  Jab.  for  Brother  Jno.  Cobb.    As  both  are  fine  looking 

men  we  do  not  suppose  there  will  be  any  friction  on  account  of  Brother 

Smith's  mistake.    He  thus  descants  on  our  Brother  Power  and  we  say 

amen  to  all  he  says  in  regard  to  both  Power  and  Speed  : 

Our  old  friend  Col.  John  L.  Power,  comes  to  the  front  with  his 
thirtieth  annual  report  from  which  we  learn  all  the  details  of  that  office 
for  the  past  year.  May  the  dear  f rater  live  to  make  thirty  more  and 
Fred  Speed  be  spared  to  read  them.  Our  dear  Bro.  Speed  reports  a  re- 
vised code  of  laws  and  how  he  goes  for  Grand  Encampment  which  he 
don't  like  a  bit  and  we  do.  Fred  wants  each  State  Grand  Body  supreme 
and  we  want  a  National  Grand  Body  and  here  we  differ,  "there  is  a 
grandeur  in  a  National  Grand  Body  which  never  can  be  obtained  in  a  lot 
of  petty  provincial  assemblies  and  instead  of  friction  and  conflicting  laws 
we  have  the  same  everywhere  and  harmony  prevails. 

Our  brother's  reference  to  our  report  is  pleasant  and  gratifying. 
We  beg  to  assure  him  that  no  offence  was  taken  by  us  and  that  no  apology 
was  needed.  Nearly  one -half,  or  120  pages,  of  the  report  has  the  follow- 
ing title : 

A  BIT  OF  AMERICA  AND  AMERICAN  FREEMASONRY, 

BY 

General  John  Corson  Smith,  K.  C.  T., 

past  grand  commander  knights  templar  and 

knights  of  malta. 


ILLINOIS. 


Under  this  title  he  gives  an  interesting  account  of  his  perambula- 
tions in  his  own  country,  the  work  being  profuFely  and  beautifully  illus- 
trated. If  the  General  ever  publishes  his  wanderings  In  book  form, 
every  Templar  should  buy  a  copy— and  read  it.    It  will  pay. 

As  we  have  been  sick  all  day  we  will  say  goodnight. 
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R.*.  Er.  Sir  Chas.  P.  Kane  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspon- 
dent as  before. 


K  A  N  S  A  S— 1  9  0  0. 

A  special  conclave* was  held  at  Wichita,  August  24th,  1899,  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  last  honors  to  the  V.'.  E.'.  Deputy  G.  C.  Chas.  M. 
Jones,  who  departed  this  life  on  Monday,  August  21st,  after  a  brief  ill- 
Dess.    Peace  to  his  ashes. 

The  31st  Annual  was  held  at  the  same  place  May  8th.  Present: 
R.".  E.-.  Sir  Edward  Hayes,  G.  C  E.\  Sir  Thos.  J.  Anderson,  Grand  Re- 
corder, all  the  balance  of  the  sta£F  except  the  Deputy  G.  C,  nine  Past 
G.  C.'s,  fifty  Past  Commanders,  twenty-three  Grand  Representatives,  not 
including  our's,  and  delegates  from  41  Subordinate  Commanderies  out 
of  47. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  was  an  excellent  paper.  He  opens 
as  follows: 

A  ye^r  ago,  when  by  your  suffrage  you  conferred  upon  me  the  high 
and  responsible  office  which  I  now  hold,  I,  in  the  pride  of  my  heart,  re- 
solved that  I  would  devote  my  time  and  energy  to  the  promotion  of  our 
ancient  and  honorable  institution;  and  would,  I  hoped,  oe  enabled  to  re- 
port to  you  this  day,  many  things  accomplished  for  the  advancement  of 
our  Order  throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  I  felt  then,  as  I  still  feel, 
that  there  is  much  work  that  can  be  accomplished  for  the  good  of  man- 
kind, through  the  earnest,  unselfish  and  charitable  promulgation  and  the 
erand  and  purifying  infusion  of  the  principles  of  our  organization, 
founded  upon  the  Christian  religion  and  the  practice  of  the  Christian 
virtues.  What  cause  can  be  more  just,  what  principle  more  far-reach- 
ing, what  subject  deeper,  causing  us  to  realize  more  fully  man's  humanity 
to  man— also  man's  inhumanity  to  man  ? 

The  year's  work  is  ended  and  I  come  before  you  again,  fully  realiz- 
ing the  old  saying,  '  Man  proposes,  but  God  disposes."  When  I  look 
back  upon  the  year's  work,  I  find  but  little  accomplished.  Circumstances 
over  which  I  had  no  control,  have  so  completely  changed  th^ourse  of 
events  that  my  plans  and  expectations  have  not  been  realized,  and  I  have 
but  little  to  report  as  having  been  accomplished  by  myself  while  acting 
as  your  Grand  Commander, 

Much  space  is  occupied  by  a  detailed  account  of  the  illness,  death 
and  funeral  obsequies  of  Bro.  Jones,  the  Deputy  G.  C,  exceptionally  dis- 
tinguished honor  being  accorded  both  by  the  Templars  of  Kansas,  the 
Grand  Officers  of  Michigan,  and  the  local  Commandery  at  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan,  where  his  mortal  -part  was  laid  to  await  the  morning  of  the 
resurrection. 

Others,  and  of  the  most  distinguished  in  the  Order,  in  that  Jurisdic- 
tion have  been  called  from  the  labors  of  earth  to  the  rest  in  Heaven, 
among  these  Past  G.  C's,  Clark  Gray,  Jacob  DeWitt,  and  Silas  E.  Shel- 
don, to  each  of  whom  he  pays  tribute  made  eloquent  by  the  leaven  of 
love.  To  the  brethren  of  Kansas  and  the  loved  ones  left  behind  by  our 
deceased  f raters,  we  tender  our  profound  sympathy. 
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He  made  but  one  decision,  and  that  should  not  have  been  asked  for  : 
Is  it  necessary  to  prefer  charges  against  a  K.  T.  for  non-affiliation?"  Of 
course  the  answer  was — No !  in  all  the  languages. 
His  dispensations  were  for  proper  purposes. 

His  portrait  makes  a  handsome  frontispiece  to  the  pamphlet— a  face 
that  nature  never  puts  on  a  mean  man. 

Proceedings  devoid  'Of  special  interest.  Treasury  in  good  shape. 
Grand  Recorder  reports  an  increase  of  259  and  a  loss  of  195,  showing  a 
net  gain  of  64,  with  a  total  membership  of  3,311. 

As  an  evidence  that  a  majority  of  the  Grand  Body  prefer  shucks  to 
com  we  clip  the  following : 

After  various  suggestions,  on  a  motion  to  limit  the  space  for  next 
year's  Correspondence  Report,  the  Grand  Commandary  voted  to  instruct 
the  committee  to  limit  its  report  to  what  can  be  contained  in  seventy- 
five  pages  of  the  printed  proceedings. 

There  is  no  accounting  for  the  idosyncracies  of  Templar  as  well  as 
ordinary  taste. 

Our  talented  friend  and  Bro.  A.  M.  Callaham  is  the  auther  of  the 
Correspondence  Report,  which  covers  150  pages  of  the  pamphlet,  reviews 
in  his  own  superior  style,  the  transactions  of  44  Templar  Grands,  ours 
for  '99,  among  the  number,  and  is  one  of  the  very  best  reports  that  we 
have  seen  or  expect  to  see.  Why  our  brother  retires  is  not  stated,  but  if 
at  the  behest  of  an  itching  for  rotation  in  the  appointing  power,  or  for 
personal  grounds,  we  are  quite  sure  an  error  has  been  committed  that 
will  be  regretted. 

Bro.  Callaham's  review  of  Mississippi  is  very  full,  frank  and  frater- 
nal.    We  copy : 

The  fii-st  report  is  that  of  the  "Law  Committee."  It  is  somewhat 
amusing  to  read  two  pages  of  fine  print,  establishing  a  fact,  and  then  in 
the  succeeding  paragraph  of  thirteen  lines  we  are  told  that  the  Grand 
Encampment  nas  revised  its  laws  since  the  foregoing  was  written.  An 
economist  would  have  saved  printer's  fees  by  leaving  out  that  portion  of 
the  report. 

He  styles  Bro.  Power's  report  very  able. 

We  also  clip  the  following : 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  the  following : 

Your  Special  Committee  on  Finance,  to  examine  the  reports  of  Grand 
Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer,  on  a  critical  investigation,  find  the  same 
correct.  The  committee  recommended  that  the  Grand  Officers  receive 
no  compensation  for  their  attendance,  and  that  the  suggestion  of  the 
Grand  Recorder  be  rejected. 

'^Rejected"  sounds  rather  harsh  under  the  circumstances,  inasmuch 
as  the  Grand  Recorder's  recomme  ndatlon  was  not  to  take  effect  until 
their  financial  condition  would  permit.  It  reminds  us  of  a  candidate, 
who,  after  the  cermonies  were  over,  ^id  to  the  Worshipful  Master,  who, 
was  very  enthusiastic  in  the  conferral  of  the  degree:  "Well,  you 
needn't  have  been  so  mad  about  it !" 
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The  suggestion  of  Grand  Recorder  should  have  been  adopted  and 
not  rejected. 

Of  our  report  he  is  kind  enough  to  say : 

E.*.  Sir  E.  6.  DeLap,  Past  Grand  Commander,  again  presents  us 
with  another  of  his  inimitable  reports  on  Correspondence.  We  venture 
to  say  there  is  no  person  who  has  ever  read  one  of  Bro.  DeLap's  reports 
that  is  not  eager  to  see  the  next  one.  They  have  an  individuality  about 
them  that  is  distinctly  his  own.  They  are  exceedingly  entertaining  and 
instructive,  and  so  fearlessly  truthful  that  it  is  refreshing  to  read  tnem. 

Which  is  very  pleasant  and  most  highly  appreciated  coming  from  the 

source  it  does. 

We  copy  his  conclusion  in  full: 

CONCLUSION. 

Although  many  of  the  ^^burning  questions''  heretofore  discussed  by 
Grand  Commanders  and  Correspondents  were  eliminated  by  the  revision 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  at  Pittsburg,  there  are  many  things  of  inter- 
est worthy  of  your  attention. 

The  abolition  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  has  not  met  with  universal 
approval,  but  it  is  commended  by  a  majority  of  those  who  have  men- 
tioned the  subject.  Continuous  membership  has  met  with  greater  oppo- 
sition. Many  writers  vigorously  oppose  the  interpretation  of  the  law  by 
the  M. '.  E.  *.  Grand  M&ster,  and  contend  that  all  Knights  Templar  who 
were  dimitted  fi*om  Lodge  or  Chapter  prior  to  the  Pittsburg  revision, 
were  not  affected  by  the  law.  It  is  evident  from  the  discussion  that  an 
effort  will  be  made  at  the  next  Triennial  Conclave  to  repeal,  or  at  least 
modify,  this  law.  Section  9,  Title  XXXIII,  recognizes  the  validity  of  a 
by-law  admitting  to  life  membership  any  member  upon  the  payment  of  a 
fixed  sum  of  money,  and  such  member  thereafter  shall  be  exempt  from 
the  payment  of  annual  dues.  No  amount  is  specified.  This  coincides 
with  the  laws  of  our  Grand  Commandery  (see  page  158,  Section  75.) 
Christmas  services,  recognized  by  the  Grand  Encampment,  was  more  or 
less  observed  in  all  Grand  Jurisdictions.  A  more  general  attendance  of 
Easter  Sunday  and  Ascension  Day  services  have  prevailed  than  in  any 
former  year.  The  matter  of  leaving  off  the  sword  when  attending 
divine  services  has  met  with  more  discussion  than  usual— and  a  favorable 
sentiment  is  undoubtedly  growing  in  that  direction. 

The  growth  of  the  Order  has  not  been  so  great  this  last  year  as  some 
other  years;  but  let  us  hope  that  it  has  been  more  than  compensated  for 
by  the  quality  of  the  material. 

Our  war  with  Spain  has  awakened  a  patriotic  sentiment  all  over  our 
country,  North,  South,  East  and  West,  in  unmistakable  language,  for 
which  we  thank  God.  The  great  thing  it  has  done  for  the  United  States, 
is  the  unification  of  our  people.  The  bridge  that  has  been  built  and  re- 
paired from  time  to  time  ever  the  "bloody  chasm"  has  been  destroyed, 
and  the  chasm  filled  up,  and  the  "blue  and  gray"  have  matched  over  it 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  with  faces  to  the  common  foe.  Each  with  a  heart 
full  of  loydUy  to  our  country  and  ovb.  flag^  have  offered  up  their  lives  for 
the  honor  of  our  common  country.  We  bow  before  our  Heavenly 
Father  and  thank  Him  for  a  united  people  as  well  as  a  united  country . 

We  have  now  arrived  at  the  end  of  oar  journey.  We  have  tried  to 
give  you  the  points  of  interest  in  other  Jurisdictions,  and  we  hope  you 
may  enjoy  their  pleasures  and  their  labors. 
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In  retiring  from  the  iCommittee  on  Correspondence  we  say  to  the 
members  of  our  own  Grand  Jurisdiction  who  have  so  kindly  appreciated 
our  efforts  in  these  reports,  we  tonder  you  our  thanks.  We  would  that 
every  Knight  Templar  read  the  full  proceedings  of  his  own  Grand  Com- 
mandery,  including  Reports  on  Correspondence.  We  assure  you  if  you 
will  do  this  two  years  in  succession,  you  will  anxiously  await  the  third 
year's  proceedings. 

To  the  Guild  whose  labors  of  love  are  so  faithfully  performed — we 
have  enjoyed  the  feast  you  have  set  before  us  from  year  to  year. 
God  bless  you,  every  one. 

Courteously  submitted, 

A.  M.  Callaham, 
Chairman  of  Committee. 

We  sincerely  regret  to  say  good-bye  to  our  brother,  as  our  associa- 
tion with  him  has  always  been  both  pleasant  and  instructive  to  us.  He 
wields  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer,  is  learned  in  Masonic  law,  custom  and 
usage,  has  convictions  of  his  own,  that  are  seldom  wrong,  and  the  cour- 
age and  ability  to  defend  them.  May  the  choicest  blessings  of  God  our 
Father,  both  temporal  and  spiritual,  be  upon  him  and  abide  with  him 
always. 

R.'.  E.'.  Perry  M.  Hoisington  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Thos.  J. 
Anderson,  Grand  Recorder,  and  Sir  Wm.  M.  Shafer,  Correspondent. 


K  E  N  T  U  C  K  Y— 1  9  0  0. 

The  oSd  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Cyathiana,  May  16th.  The 
opening  was  preceded  by  devotional  services  in  the  Baptist  church  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  Grand  Prelate,  Rev.  Sir  Geo.  W.  Younar — 
Text,  Matt.  7:15-20.  He  opens  a  very  sensible  talk  with  this  proposition: 
The  one  thing  of  primary  importance  to  every  man,  is  Moral  Character. 
Coming  from  a  minister  of  a  church  that  formerly  believed  in  vital  God- 
liness, the  proposition  has  an  uncanny  ring  -about  it  that  we  do  not  like. 
We  have  always  believed  that  a  Christian  character  should  be  the  primal 
aim  of  every  human.  There  are  lots  of  men  in  hell 'today,  who  tried  to 
gain  heaven  by 'the  moral  road,  and  there  are  lots  more  on  the  way,  hence 
the  singularity  of  the  assumption  of  our  brother.  A  man  can  be  strictly 
moral  without  being  righteous  or  godly :  it  is  his  primal  duty  to  'glorify 
God  in  hiS'life,  gain  heaven  and  escape  hell,  and  there  is  only  one  way 
to  do  these  things,  and  that  is  not  the  moral  route.  If  our  clergy  would 
occasionally,  at  least,  tell  their  hearers  that  they  are  on  their  way  to 

hell  and  will  arrive  at  that  dismal  abode  on  time,  unless  they  repent,  are 
* 'con  verted  and  become  as  little  children,"  instead  of  telling  them  that 
morality  is  a  ''big  thing  on  ice,"  that  they  are  all  good  fellows,  except 
some  poor  devils  who  are  too  poverty  stricken  to  pay  quarterage  and 
help  to  make  up  the  ^ ^Twentieth  Century  Fund."  A  fund  'designed  to 
save  God  Almighty  the  trouble  of  qualifying  His  ambassadors  to  a  lost 
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ttnd  ruined  race  for  the  efficient  discharge  of  their  duties,  it  would  be 
"better  and  the  churches  would  not  be  filled  up  with  godless  members  and 
one-horse  preachers.  As  an  essay  on  morality  the  sermon  was  good; 
as  a  gospel  seitnan  it  was  a  failure. 

The  devotional  offices  were  followed  by  some  welcoming  speeches 
and  **8ich,"  after  which  the  Fifty-third  Annual  got  down  to  business 
with  R.-.  E,'.  Sir  Jas.  T.  Hodges,  Grand  Commander,  presiding,  E.-.  Sir 
A,  H.  Bryant,  Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  Grand  Officers  were  present,  10 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  22  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from 
20  out  of  the  28  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  is  a  resume  of  a  successful  administration.  He  opens  as 
follows : 

Sir  Knights :  It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  cordially  greet  and 
extend  to  you  a  hearty  welcome  to  this  our  Fiftv-Third  Annual  Con- 
clave, and  congratulate  you  upon  the  harmony  and  prosperity  that  pre- 
vails throughout  our  Jurisdiction.  You  are  here  to  participate  in  the 
privileges  of  our  Order  and  to  assist  in  the  labors  of  lefirislation,  and  to 
consider  and  to  investigate  all  things  that  may  come  before  us,  whereby 
the  interests  of  this  noble  Order  may  be  promoted  and  prosperity  attend 
all  its  endeavors,  ever  feeling  grateful  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the 
watchful  care  and  tender  mercy  He  has  vouchsafed  to  us.  May  our 
future  conduct  be  such  as  to  merit  a  continuance  of  His  divine  favor, 
without  which  our  efforts  can  not  be  successful.  I  trust  that  our  delib- 
erations may  be  characterized  by  an  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  best 
interests  of  Templarism. 

Proper  tribute  is  paid  to  the  Knightly  dead,  both  of  his  own  and 
sister  Jurisdictions. 

His  dispensations  were  for  legitimate  puposes.  He  made  but  one 
decision  and  that  purely  local. 

The  Order  seems  to  be  in  good  shape  in  Kentucky. 

Reports  of  inspections  made  by  staff  officers  cover  many  pages  of  the 
pamphlet  and  will  not  be  read  by  fifty  of  the  two  thousand  Templars  of 
Kentucky ;  hence  it  would  be  a  saving  if  these  papers  were  couched  in 
the  fewest  terms  possible.    *  ^Brevity  is  the  soul  of  wit." 

The  proceedings  are  devoid  of  anything  out  of  the  usual. 

We  copy  the  following  from  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  : 

We  approve  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Commander  referring  to  the 
payment  of  Assessments  by  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  but,  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Finance  Committee  in  its  recom- 
mendation to  make  it  apply  to  the  paying  members  only. 

We  recommend  that  such  be  the  construction  placed  upon  said  reso- 
lution, and  that  to  such  Commanderies  as  have  paid  on  ministers  of  the 
Gospel  the  amounts  so  paid  be  returned  or  they  have  credit  therefor. 

This  shows  that  our  Kentucky  brethren  are  disposed  to  let  the  "Sky 
Pilots"  off  on  cash  as  easy  as  possible  which  suits  us  exactly.  We  would, 
however,  discriminate  a  little  and  exempt  the  ''Pilot"  who  is  after  souls 
and  make  the  one  who  is  after  ducats  pay  double. 

The  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  balance  of  only  $439.22,  with  a  debt 
of  $1,000,  in  the  shape  of  a  note.    By  the  time  our  Kentucky  brethren  get 
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through  with  the  G.  E.  next  year  they  will  be  bankrupt  in  cash  and 
flush  in  glory  and  experience. 

A  Past  Grand  Commander's  Jewel  was  presented  to  the  retiring 
Grand  Commander. 

A  memorial  page  with  portrait  is  set  apart  to  the  memory  of  Grand 
Prelate  Sir  and  Rev.  Jno.  Speed  Smith,  who  passed  to  his  eternal  home 
February  8th,  in  the  56th  year  of  his  age.     A  good  and  winning  face. 

Total  membership,  2,188— a  gain  of  only  34,  and  the  Triennial  due  at 
Louisville  next  year. 

Correspondence  is  the  27th  of  our  venerable  Bro.  Past  G.  C.  Chas. 
R.  Woodruff,  who  is  not  only  an  able  Reporter,  but  is  the  Senior  Grand 
Commander  of  that  Juristiction.  Like  the  preceding  26th,  this  report  is 
first  class,  A.  1,  and  so  on.  It  covers  103  pages  and  digests  the  minutes 
of  44  Templar  Legislatures.    Mississippi  for  1899  in  the  list. 

Under  Arizona  we  find  this : 

We  do  not  find  anything  In  the  report  under  review  that  should  dis- 
turb our  own  equanimity,  as  the  chips  which  Brother  Belden  knocks  off 
belong  to  shoulders  fully  capable  of  taking  care  of  themselves  ;  at  the 
same  time  a  lively  lad  "in  our  midst,"  speaking  for  the  Guild  generally, 
is  evidently  predestinated  to  disturb  the  even  tenor  of  the  way  into 
which  Templar  writers  have  peacefully  settled  down  to. 

Turn  Belden  loose.  He  couldn't  hurt  a  flea  if  he  tried — he's  too 
sesthetic. 

Under  Illinois,  after  quoting  General  Smith  on  the  lately  enacted 
law  of  the  Grand  Encampment  known  as  the  "Dependent  Membership 
Law,"  (we  think  that  is  the  proper  cognomen)  Brother  Charles  ob- 
serves : 

This  law  also  does  a  most  indefinable  injustice  to  the  Comman- 
deries  in  not  permitting  them  to  discipline  their  own  members  for  be- 
coming dimltted  Knights  Templar,  while  the  Commanderies  are 
required  to  meet  out  a  punishment  to  such  of  their  members  as  may  not 
belong  to  Lodsre  and  Chapter,  as  severe  in  its  effects  as  if  those  "trans- 
gressors" were  felons  !  The  Commandery  is  placed  in  the  attitude  of  an 
odious  tax  gatherer  and  a  despicable  headsman,  prowling  amon^  the 
members  demanding  their  Lodge  and  Chapter  dues  or  their  Templar 
lives. 

In  all  of  which  we  concur. 

Under  Indiana,  and  reviewing  Brother  Ruckles'  correspondence  re- 
port, he  says  : 

Under  Mississippi  a  mild  mistatement  of  facts  is  made  as  follows : 
"He  objects  to  Frater  Wood.'uff's  suggestion  that  Lodge  and  Chapter 
should  not  be  prerequisites  for  the  Orders." 

We  never  made  any  such  "suggestion,"  and  could  not  do  so  with  our 
high  regard  and  love  for  the  Blue  Lodge.  As  for  the  Chapter,  we  have 
long  continued  to  "suggest"  that  the  progress  of  the  Commandery  is 
every  where  handicapped  by  requiring  candidates  for  Templar  Knight- 
hood to  become  possessed  of  capitular  degrees  as  a  prerequisite  for  the 
Orders.  The  Royal  Arch  Mason  is  no  better  fitted  for  the  Orders  than 
the  Master  Mason,  and  it  is  unfair  to  the  Commanderies  to  require  them 
to  maintain  the  Chapters. 
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We  beg  to  endorse  the  last  clause— it  is  sense.  Our  Brother's  atten- 
tion to  Mississippi  Is  characteristically  pleasant  and  full.  He  has  this  to 
«ay  of  our  criticism  of  Grand  Commander's  address  last  year : 

Correspondence: — Sir  Knight  E  George  DeLap,  P.  Q.  C,  presents 
this  report,  written  in  his  customary  incisive  style  that  commands  atten- 
tion. Our  dearly  beloved,  but  somewhat  controversial  friend  and 
Brother  finds,  in  the  Annual  Address  of  Grand  Commander  Robinson, 
the  expression  :  '*A11  Christian  people  observe  Good  Friday,  Easter  and 
Ascension  Days,"  Sir  Knight  DeLap  proceeds  in  vigorous  terms  to  show 
that  * 'there  are  others,"  which  he  estimates  at  '*five  or  nine  millions"  of 
Christian  people,  who  do  not  observe  ''any  conglomeration  of  holy  days, 
And  who  do  not  intend  to  do  so."  He  insists  that  '*it  is  the  essence  of 
sublime  cheek  for  the  R.*.  E.*.  of  Kentucky  to  presume  to  put  without 
the  pale  of  the  Christian  Church  the  five  or  nine  millions  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  and  so  on. 

Now,  the  fun  of  all  this  sound  and  fury  is  that  Brother  'Gene  Robin- 
son is  the  last  man  in  the  Order  to  ^rite  or  speak  a  single  word  with 
any  intention  or  suspicion  of  wounding  the  most  tender  sensibilities. 
As  for  his  theological  attainments,  we  will  so  far  venture  to  assert,  they 
would  not  begin  to  pass  muster  with  the  young<>st  Doctor  of  Divinity  in 
the  business  ;  and  more  so  from  the  fact  that  he  is  not  ever  a  church 
member.  These  things  are  well  known  to  "all  the  world  and  the  rest  of 
mankind"  who  are  within  the  circle  of  acquaintance  with  our  modest, 
genial  and  warm-hearted  Past  Grand  Commander  Robinson. 

Sir  Knight  DeLap  takes  "great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  elo- 
quence and  ability  of  Rev.  J.  S  Sims,  as  demonstrated  by  his  sermon," 
but  "demurrers"  are  entered  to  a  half  dozen  propositions  contained  in 
the  sermon,  and  Pontius  Pilate,  especially,  catches  it  right  and  left  from 
the  astute  reviewer. 

Having  freed  himself  of  these  tempestuous  matters,  the  good  Sir 
Knight  settles  down  into  a  lovely  frame  of  mind  ;  praises  Brother  Orn- 
dorff,  "who  is  not  a  preacher,  but  unlike  some  wearers  of  the  cloth,  is  an 
admirable  talker,"  and  closes  with  the  following  words  of  peace  and 
good  will. 

We  are  sorry  our  Bro.  Robinson  is  "not  even  a  church  member," 
but  much  more  so  that  he  is  not  a  sincere  Chi'istian,  There  is  a  heap  of 
difference  between  the  two,  in  many  instances. 

He  says  we  continue  our  "labored  opposition"  to  the  Grand  E.,  to 
which  we  wish  to  reply  that  we  are  disposed  to  give  the  Body  a  further 
trial  as  she  seems  to  be  waking  up. 

Sorry  we  can't  be  at  Louisville  next  year,  much  as  we  would  like  to 
see  our  old  Doctor  and  Bro.  Charles.  We  leave  Kentucky  with  regret, 
but  her  space  is  full. 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  John  Grubbs  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspon- 
dent as  before. 


LOUISIAN  A— 1  9  0  0. 

The  37th  Annual  was  held  in  New  Orleans,  February  16th.  Present; 
Sir  Thos.  B.  Chase,  R.'.  E.".  Grand  Commander;  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Richard 
Lambert,  Grand  Recorder,  10  Past  Grand  Commanders,  3  other  Past 
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Grand  Officers,  3  Past  E.  C.'s  15  Grand  Represehtatives  and  delegates 
from  5  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  very  short,  but  as  it  contains  all 
he  wished  to  say,  we  have  no  cause  of  complaint.  He  is  in  favor  of  being* 
religious  on  ** Ascension  Day"  and  in  uniform. 

We  excerpt  the  following,  which  is  the  only  decision  he  made: 

In  July,  I  received  the  following  from  Indivisible  Friends  Com-^ 
mandery  No.  1 : 

New  Orleans,  July  13, 1899. 

Sir  Bichard  Lambert,  E,\  Orand  Recorder,  Grand  Conimandery,  KmghJts^ 
Templar : 

Dear  Sir  and  Frater— At  a  Stated  Conclave  of  Invisible  Friends^ 
Commandery  No.  1,  held  June  9,  1899,  I  was  instructed  to  lay  the  case  of 
certain  Sir  Knights  of  this  Commandery,  formerly  life  members  of  Polar 
Star  Chapter  (now  defunct)  before  you,  and  ask  that  you  refer  same  to- 
the  proper  authority  for  a  ruling  upon  same.  It  is  contended  that  these 
Sir  Knights  are  not  liable  to  suspension  under  Title  35,  Section  1  of  the 
Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to- 
voluntary  non-afflliation  in  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  as  they  should  not  be 
held  liable  because  the  Polar  Star  R.  A.  Chapter  surrendered  its  char- 
ter. 

Fraternally  and  courteously, 

J.  H.  Parker,  Recorder. 

The  above  being  referred  to  me  by  E.  *.  Sir  Richard  Lambert,  I  made> 
the  following  reply  and  ruling: 

Office  of  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar  ) 

OF  THE  State  of  Louisiana.  >- 

Shreveport,  La.,  July  17,  1899.      ) 

Bichard  Lambert,  Esq.,  E.\  Orand  Becordei',  New  Orleans,  La,: . 

Dear  Sir  and  E.  Frater— Your  favor  of  15th  inst.  to  hand  witl^ 
stated  enclosures. 

NON-AFFILIATED  R.   A.   MASONS. 

Section  1  of  Title  XXXV  seems  to  be  imperative  that  all  unaffiliated 
members  of  Lodge  or  Chapter  should,  within  six  months,  acquire  mem- 
bership in  those  bodies,  or  lose  their  membership  in  Commanderies  also. 
Failing  to  do  so  within  six  months  after  due  notice,  their  membership- 
ceases,  and  their  application  for  a  dim  it  cannot  be  considered.  Life 
membership  cannot  extend  beyond  the  particular  body  which  granted 
•it,  and  must  necessarily  terminate  with  the  life  of  the  Lodge  or  Chapter 
which  bestowed  it.  It  is  a  misfortune  to  the  brothers  or  companions  wha 
lose  that  privilege,  but  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  injustice  in  any  sense. 

I  should  be  glad  to  hear  a  ruling  from  the  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  on  the  question,  but  do  not  see  how  the  law  can  be 
construed  otherwise. 

Courteously  yours, 

Thomas  B.  Chase,  Grand  Commander. 

The  ruling  was  right  according  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  but  not  of 
its  spirit.  Those  companions  had  performed  a  duty,  in  good  faith  and 
paid  their  money  for  a  life  membership  in  a  Chapter  and  the  fact  that  it^ 
the  Chapter,  '^crossed  the  divide"  does  not  affect  their  standing  as  R.  A 
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"Masons  at  all  in  so  far  as  the  question  of  dues  is  concerned.  The  Chap- 
-ter  having  * 'pegged  out'*  the  Grand  Chapter  becomes  its  heir-at-law  and 
^he  guardian  of  its  children — life  members — in  perpetuity. 

Proceedings  routine  and  local.   Grand  Recorder's  report  shows  again 

•of  15,  and  a  loss  of  41—31  of  these  coming  under  the  head  of  **Dropped," 

presumably  for  non-affiHation  with  Lodge  and  Chapter,  which  makes  a 

net  loss  of  26,  and  that  is  a  good  many  for  as  small  a  Jurisdiction  as  is 

this. 

The  Grand  Body  approved  the  Grand  Commander^s  ruling. 

Total  membership  310. 

No  report  on  Correspondence,  which  we  regret,  because  when  our 
l^elican  brethren  do  get  up  a  report  it  is  always  a  good  one. 

Don't  repeat  the  offence,  brethren. 

R.\  E.-.  Sir  Graham  Surghnor,  is  G.  C;  R".  E.-.  Sir  Richard  Lam- 
•bert.  Grand  Recorder;  R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Samuel  M.  Todd,  Correspondent. 


M  I  S  S  O  U  R  I— 1  9  0  0 . 

The  39th  Annual  was  held  in  Kansas,  April  24.    There  was  present : 

R.  .  E.'.  Sir  Jas.  Grennough,  G.  C,  R.\  E.\  Sir  Wm.  H.  Mayo,  Grand 
Recorder,  all  the  balance  'of  the  staff,  15  Past  G.  C's.,  27  Past  Com- 
manders, 32  Grand  Representatives,  and  delegates  from  47  Subordinate 
<Commanderies,  together  with  quite  a  number  of  distinguished  visitors 
irom  otner  Jurisdictions. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  up  to  the  usual  Missouri  stand- 
4&rd,  which  is  praise  enough.  He  reports  hai^nony  and  prooperity  in  that 
State.  Appropriate  mention  is  made  of  the  magnanimous  dead  of  the 
'Order  and  the  list  is  a  long  one.  He  visited  half  a  dozen  of  his  subordi- 
nates and  had  pleasant  and  we  trust  profitable  times  at  each.  His  dis- 
pensations were  all  for  proper  purposes.  He  arrested  one  Charter, 
•Cyrene  No.  13,  and  suggested  that  its  three  first  o£Qcers  and  Recorder 
-"deserve  more  than  censure"  for  their  conduct.  (The  criminals  were 
punished  by  being  turned  loose  without  a  character — dimit.  The 
-offense  was  conferring  the  Red  X  on  the  candidates  on  credit,  j 

He  made  no  decisions.  He  reports  the  financial  condition  of  the 
•Grand  Body,  *'in  better  condition  than  for  many  years." 

Of  the  *'Home"  he  says : 

Much  has  been  written  by  the  ofiScers  of  ail  the  Masonic  Grand 
Bodies  of  Missouri  concerning  our  *^Home,"  and  I  would  feel  as  if  I  had 
l)een  derelict  in  my  duty  if  I  should  omit  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
report  of  the  Superintendent  and  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  six 
months  ending  March  31,  1900. 

In  that  *'Home"  every  Templar  in  this  State  ought  to  feel  a  special 
pride.  It  was  the  effort  and  labor  and  zeal  of  the  Templars  which  gave 
-the  first  substantial  impetus  to  the  establishment  of  the  "Home."  They 
raised  and  donated  thereto  the  sum  of  $35,000.    In  doing  so  they  sought 
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to  furnish  shelter,  food,  raiment  and  protection  to  the  destitute  widow 
and  the  helpless  orphan.  That  was  not  all.  Their  thought  was  to  fur- 
nish  a  ^^Home"  for  the  homeless  of  their  Masonic  kin ;  not  simply  a  tem- 
porary abode,  but  a  place  to  which  the  child  inmate  might  in  future- 
years  look  back  with  pleasure ;  a  place  to  which  the  memories  of  men 
and  women  who  in  childhood  had  there  found  shelter,  care  and  attention 
might  cling — as  do  ours  to  the  home  of  our  childhood,  and  of  which  we 
are  delighted  to  say : 

**'Mid  pleasures  and  palaces  though  we  mav  roam, 

Be  it  ever  so  humble,  there's  no  place  like  home  ; 

A  charm  from  the  sky  seems  to  hari*ow  us  there. 

Which,  seek  through  the  worlc,  is  ne'er  met  with  elsewhere." 

My  earnest  prayer  is  that  it  may  ever  remain  such  a  "Home,"  and' 
never  be  allowed  to  have  the  semblance  of,  or  to  sink  to  the  plane  of,  a- 
mere  institution,  from  which  the  children  would  hail  with  joy  their 
deliverance  and  discharge.  I  must  cordially  commend  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Superintendent  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  scholar- 
ships in  business  r*cbools,  and  would  add  thereto  the  desirability  of  hav- 
ing the  Templars  of  the  State  take  a  special  interest  in  a  substantial 
way  in  the  children  of  the  *'Home." 

The  proceedings  are  devoid  of  general  interest  except  the  part  in 
reference  to  the  Home.    We  copy  the  Superintendent's  report: 

SUPKRINTENDENT'S    REPORT. 

Since  our  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  October  last,  nine  old  people 
and  six  children  have  been  admitted  to  the  Home,  three  have  been  dis- 
missed and  three  honorably  discharged,  leaving  now  in  the  Homo  one 
hundred  and  twenty -one,  as  follows;  Twenty-two  (22)  old  men,  twenty- 
three  (23)  old  ladies,  fifty  (50)  girls,  and  twenty-six  (26)  boys;  this  is,  we 
believe,  the  largest  number  ever  in  the  Home  at  one  time. 

The  old  people  are  unduly  crowded,  and  while  all  are  comfortable, 
yet  the  cottages  occupied  by  them  are  not  in  kee^)ing  with  the  other 
buildings,  bnd  even  if  no  more  are  to  be  admitted,  it  is  almost  a  neces- 
sity to  erect  at  once  a  substantial  fire-proof  building  in  which  our  old 
people  may  be  comfortably  and  safely  housed.  Such  a  building  will  cost 
not  loss  than  ten  to  twelve  thousand  dollars,  and  will  add  very  greatly  to- 
the  comfort  as  well  as  the  appearance  of  the  property,  and  would  afford 
sufficient  room  to  care  for  all  who  can  be  maintained  by  the  present 
revenue  of  the  home. 

It  is  very  pleasant  to  state  that  we  have  been  greatly  favored  in  the 
matter  of  health  and  the  immunity  from  accident,  and  that  all  depart- 
ments of  our  Home  are  in  the  most  harmonious  adjustment.  Scarce  a- 
ripple  has  disturbed  the  surface  of  our  social  life,  and  we  really  think 
that  most  of  our  people  are  honestly  striving  to  make  the  Masonic  Home 
everything  that  our  great  fraternity  can  desire. 

The  children  are  developing  in  every  way,  and  the  school  work  has- 
been  most  satisfactory.    Several  of  the  older  girls  and  one  boy  have  good 
positions  and  are  doing  well;  their  earnings  are  deposited  to  their  credit- 
by  the  Superintendent  while  they  are  clothed  and  boarded  by  the  Home. 

The  Masonic  Home  at  Louisville,  in  addition  to  its  large  revenue, 
has  ten  scholarships  in  the  business  schools  of  the  city.  If  we  had  only- 
two  or  three  scholarships  it  would  materially  decrease  our  expenses  and 
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•dd  to  our  faeiliiieSf  and  might  not  prove  a  had  investment  for  the  school 
thus  favorinfir  xsb. 

The  fraternity  of  the  city  as  woll  as  the  ladies  of  the  Star  have  heen 
unfailingr  ia  kindness  and  liberality,  and  from  various  parts  of  the  State 
we  have  evidence  of  kindly  interest.  May  the  benediction  of  our 
Supreme  Grand  Commander  and  High  Priest  abide  with  our  fraternity 
in  all  its  borders. 

C.  C.  Woods,  Superintendent. 

The  Treasurer's  report  shows  expenditures  for  6  months,  October  to 
March,  $10,929.63;  receipts.  $16,941.75;  balance  April  1,  1900,  $15,525.53, 
enough  money  to  keep  the  inmates  comfortable  for  awhile.  We  copy 
the  list  of  expenditures:  ^ 

Groceries,  meats  and  vegetables $  2,389  68 

Dry  goods  clothing  and  shoes 973  28 

School  supplies  and  sundries  for  inmates 20r>  34 

Fuel,  lisrht  and  ice 812  24 

Meuicine  and  dentistry 210  l3 

Hired  help 1,062  50 

Laundry    ...            279  39 

Printing  and  postage 81   10 

Superintendent's  and  matron's  salaries 750  00 

Secretary's  salary 300  00 

Directors'   Expenses  33  00 

$   7,096  66 

Building  and  repairs . .  $      639  31 

Taxes,  insurance  and  telephone 1,028  69 

Furniture  and  crockery 254  03    $   1,922  03 

$  9,018  69 

For  the  purpose  of  remarking  that  '^Fuel,  Light  and  Ice  seem  to  be  un- 
duly high  in  that  neck  of  the  woods."  Again  we  enter  a  solemn  protest 
against  the  robbery  of  the  widow  and  orphan  by  the  great  State  of  Mis- 
souri, of  $1,000  for  taxes. 

Although  voluminous,  the  proceedings  are  mostly  of  local  interest. 

The  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  balance  on  hand  of  $5,254.46  and 
recommended  appropriations  to  the  amount  of  $4,751.24,  leaving  a  net 
balance  of  only  $503.22.  Happily  this  is  not  a  Triennial  year.  Pay  roll 
amounts  to  $1,662.74,  of  which  $147.90  was  paid  to  Past  Grand  Comman- 
ders. Quite  a  difference  from  us  who  do  not  pay  either  Past  or  Present 
Grand  Officers  a  cent.  •  This  penuriousness  is  unworthy  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi  and  should  be  stopped. 

CORRESPON  DENCE 

Covers  ninety-eight  pages,  reviews  the  transactions  of  nearly  all  the 
Templar  governing  bodies  in  the  world,  and  is  the  work  of  Grand  Re- 
corder Mayo,  as  usual,  being  his  twenty-third  effort  in  this  field.  This 
report  is  up  to  its  author's  usual  standard  of  excellence,  which  is  praise 
enough.    Under  Iowa  we  find  the  following  : 
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They  spread  their  business  along  over  four  days,  and  seemed  to 
have  mixed  business  with  pleasure,  for  the  record  shows  they  had  music 
with  dancing,  speeches  ana  drilling  with  dreso-parade  accompaniment, 
fishing  and  boating,  something  good  to  eat  and  something  good  to  drink, 
had  their  wives,  daughters  and  sweethearts,  but  with  all  sandwiched  a 
considerable  amount  of  important,  though  local,  business  in  between 
their  pleasures.  We  do  not  know  why  our  Iowa  f raters  should  not  hie 
themselves  away,  bag  and  baggage,  and  bedding,  too,  as  well,  to  some 
beautiful  and  pleasant  health  and  loy-provoking  resort  in  midsummer,  if 
they  so  desire  to  hold  their  Annual  Conclaves.  It  is  different  from  the 
course  generally — in  fact,  universally — pursued  by  Masonic  Grand 
Bodies ;  out  if  it  pleases  them,  none  of  us  outsiders  have  any  right  to 
complain — at  least  until  we  go  up  there  and  investigate.  This  writer 
has  been  promising  several  of  their  officers  for  several  years  past  to 
attend  one  of  their  Grand  Conclaves,  to  see  for  himself  how  they  run 
such  affairs,  and  after  we  do  (for  we  plead  guilty  to  having  considerable 
curiosity  on  that  line)  we  may  have  something  more  to  say  ;  for  it  will 
be  remembered  by  the  members  of  our  Grand  Commandery  who  were 
present  at  the  Annual  Conclave,  April  25,  1899,  that  when  "Distin- 
guished Visitors'*  were  introduced,  there  was  one  among  them.  Judge 
Almond  R.  Dewey,  a  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Iowa,  who  in  response 
to  the  hearty  Missouri  welcome  tendered  him,  used  about  fifteen  min- 
utes' time  in  very  beautiful,  well-rounded  rhetorical  sentences  and 
studied  Templar  sentiments  and  Masonic  expressions,  until  we  all  began 
to  believe  him  one  of  the  greatest  men  we  had  ever  listened  to.  But  in 
the  midst  of  his  soaring  among  the  clouds,  all  of  a  sudden  he  fell  to 
abusing  two  of  our  Pasi  Grand  Commanders  and  this  writer,  and  wound 
up  'mid  a  perfect  storm  of  applause  from  all  present.  Then  and  there 
we  made  up  our  mind  that  if  we  could  get  Sol.  Waggoner  and  Charley 
Glaspell  to  go  with  us  to  an  Annual  Conclave  of  Iowa,  we  might  have 
some  chance  to  storm  and  bombard  Dewey  clear  across  Spirit  Lake  and 
into  the  woods  on  the  other  side,  especially  if  we  could  get  our  Repre- 
sentative Sir  Knight  j  no.  B.  Atkins  to  help  us,  and  Rev.  Bro.  Coxe  to 
pray  for  us. 

No  doubt  Brother  Mayo  will  have  a  royal  time  at  Spirit  Lake. 
Wish  we  could  go,  too. 

Our  Brother's  attention  to  our  pamphlet  is  full  and  courteous.  He 
says  of  our  Fred's  law  report : 

The  reasons  assigned  for  the  above  opinion  by  Sir  Knight  Frederic 
Speed,  chairman  of  the  committee,  are  quite  lengthy,  but  good,  sound 
^lasonic  law ;  and  if  space  would  allow,  we  would  quote  in  full. 

He  quotes,  with  approval,  some  of  the  views  of  this  committee  which 
is  gratifying.  The  clericals  referred  to  in  our  remarks  anent  starting 
new  Orphan  Asylums,  as  well  as -the  laymen,  are  all  here  in  Mississippi, 
and  we  would  be  glad  to  see  some  of  them  move  away. 

We  copy  his  * 'Conclusion  :" 

Every  one  of  the  forty-two  Grand  Jurisdictions  (besides  Missouri) 
under  the  Grand  Encampment,  K.*.  T.\,  U.  S.  A.,  together  with  Canada 
and  England  and  Wales— forty -four  in  all -have  been  examined  and 
passed  in  review.  The  result  of  our  labors  is  submitted  for  the  informa- 
tion and  inspection  of  our  readers.  We  believe  that  many  bright  little 
gems  have  been  culled  from  the  various  Jurisdictions  as  we  passed  along, 
and  we  also  show  some  few,  very  few,  strange  and  inconilstent  rulings 
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and  Dispensations ;  but,  as  a  rule,  the  very  large  majority  hew  to»tho 
line  quite  closely. 

Our  statistical  tables,  taken  in  connection  with  those  quoted  from 
the  compilations  of  Sir  Knight  Anthony,  Correspondent  of  New  York, 
herewith  submitted,  are  muUum  in  parvo;  they  contain  more  general, 
reliable  and  important  information  than  could  i)086ibly  be  obtained  from 
any  other  source,  and  that  with  the  liberal  exenditure  of  time,  patience, 
perse verence  and  considerable  elbow-grease.  One  can  read,  study,  com- 
pare, think  and  write  quite  a  lengthy  paper  on  the  facts  therein  given. 
We  commend  their  careful  perusal  and  study  to  our  readers. 

R.\  E.\  Sir  Reubin  Barney  is  G.  C. ;  Grand  Recorder  and  Corres- 
pondent as  before. 


M  A  R  Y  L  A  N  D— 1  8  9  9. 

The  usual  Semi-Ar^nual,  or  Special  Conclave,  for  the  installation  of 
officers  elect  of  Subordinate  Commanderies  was  held  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, April  3d,  with  a  large  attendance. 

The  29th  Annual  was  held  at  the  same  place  November  23d.  R.  *.  E.  *. 
Jno.  Wm.  Snyder,  G.  C,  presiding,  Sir  Jno  Hy  Miller,  Grand  Recorder. 
All  the  staff,  except  Capt.  of  Gd.,  16  Past  G.  C,  21  G.  Reps. — including 
ours ;  68  Past  E.  C's.  and  Representatives  from  12  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  concise  resume  of  his  ad- 
ministration, but  is  mostly  confined  to  matters  of  local  interest.  We  clip 
from  the  opening : 

It  is  with  plea-jure  that  I  welcome  you.  to  this  our  29th  Annual  Con- 
clave, and  fifreet  you  with  a  heart  full  of  gratitude  to  the  God  of  our 
fathers  for  tne  continued  blessings  bestowed  upon  us  as  an  Order  It  is 
meet  and  proper  that  we  offer  up  to  Him  our  acknowledgments  before 
engaering  in  other  duties  that  are  before  us. 

The  courtesy  that  has  ever  distin&fuished  the  Sir  Knights  of  Mary- 
land, continues  throughout  the  Jurisdiction,  and  while  we  have  not  In- 
creased in  numbers  as  rapidly  as  some  Sister  Jurisdictions  our  additions 
are  material  of  which  we  are  justly  proud. 

Since  we  last  met  in  Conclave,  many  American  Knights  Templar 
have  added  lustre  to  the  name  and  fame  of  Templarism  and  glory  to 
themselves  by  defending  and  advancing  the  standard  of  our  Country  mid 
smoke  and  flame  of  battle  to  Victory  in  Foreign  lands,  and  while  remem- 
bering the  Cross,  have  been  enabled  under  the  Stars  and  Stripes  to  re- 
peat, *Hn  hoc  signo  vinces." 

We  also  quote  his  first  decision,  from  which  we  learn  that  in  Mary- 
land an  ignorant  ^^stick"  is  not  eligible  to  the  ofQlce  of  E.  C,  which  is  a 
wholesome  regulation,  much  more  so  than  the  one  requiring  passage 
through  the  chair  of  Generalissimo  or  Captain  General  as  a  prerequisite 
to  the  E.  C.  office. 

March  7th,  in  reply  to  a  question  of  P.  C.  L.  S.  Clayton  of  Palestine, 
No.  7,  in  reference  to  what  constituted  eligibility  to  be  elected  to  the  po- 
sition of  an  Eminent  Commander,  J  decided  that  he  must  have  served  a 
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year  in  this  Jurisdiction  as  Generalissimo  or  Captain  General  and  be 
competent  to  confer  all  the  Orders  of  Knighthood. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  local ;  receipts  were  $1,353.  Total 
membership  1,247,  a  net  gain  for  the  year  of  13. 

They  pay  their  Correspondence  Committee  $50  00,  and  their  Captain 
of  the  Guard  $25  !  The  first  does  work  with  his  **gray  matter"  that  no 
publisher  would  think  of  offering  lees  than  $200.00;  the  last  exercises  his 
muscle  for  a  oouple  of  days,  all  of  which  shows  the  measure  of  apprecia- 
tion of  the  Templars  of  Maryland  for  manual  labor  above  that  of  a  liter- 
ary character. 

OORRESPCNDENCE 

Is  the  maiden  effort  of  Grand  Recorder  John  H.  Miller,  covers  114 
pages,  reviews  the  proceedings  of  most  of  the  Templar  Legislatures, 
many  of  them  for  two  sessions,  Mississippi  for  1898-9  among  the  number, 
and  is  good  enough  for  an  old  stager.  His  review  of  our  pamphlet  is  full 
and  fraternal.  Regarding  the  beauty  of  P.  G.  C.  Clark  as  compared 
with  that  of  our  Frank  Burkitt,  and  other  matters,  he  says: 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  takes  issue  with  P.  G.  Com.  Wm.  H. 
Clark's  opinion,  as  expressed  in  his  annual  address  as  R.*.  E.'  Grand 
Commander  in  November,  1896,  that  ''lack  of  unitorming  is  to  some  con- 
siderable extent  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  Knightho<xl,''  and  declares 
that  ^*it  often  happens  that  the  'tailor  makes  the  man,'  but  the  unifoiin 
never  makes  the  Templar."  He  further  states  that  "a  portrait  of  the 
R.'.  E.'.  (Grand  Commander  Clark)  adorns  the  pamphlet.  There  is  a 
family  resemblance  between  him  and  our  Bro.  Frank  Burkitt.  Both  are 
good  men.  but  neither  is  handsome."  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  when 
Col.  Clark  meets  P.  G.  Com.  DeLap  in  Louisville  in  1901  and  greets  him 
with  his  genial  smile  and  cordial  clasp  of  the  hand  that  the  latter  will 
change  his  mind  in  regard  to  the  former's  appearance. 

He  quotes  Fred's  law  report  on  receiving  petitions  at  Special  Con- 
claves, and  says : 

<*We  agree  v4th  our  distinguished  f rater  and  are  glad  to  see  that  he 
is  with  us." 

He  is  always  with  you,  Bro.  Miller,  when  you  are  right. 
To  show  that  our  new  recruit  is  a  hustler,  we  copy  his  opening 
chorus : 

In  presenting  this,  our  first  Report  on  Correspondence,  we  desire  to 
beg  the  indulgence  of  our  f raters  for  any  omissions  or  mistakes  that  may 
appear  in  the  hurriedly  prepared  pages.  We  were  not  appointed  to  the 
Cnairmanship  until  the  latter  part  of  October,  1899,  jnst  as  we  were 
busily  engaged  in  preparing  for  the  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery,  which  was  held  less  than  four  weeks  later  ;  consequently,  we 
have  been  compelled  to  prepare  the  report  while  engaged  in  readinitc 
proof  of  our  proceedings,  tabulating  statistics,  correcting  names  and 
attending  to  our  other  Masonic  duties.  Every  word  has  been  written  in 
our  office  at  the  Masonic  Temple  between  7  and  11  o'clock,  p.  M.,  and 
often  when  the  room  has  been  filled  with  our  friends,  who  had  dropped 
in  to  see  what  we  were  doing.  In  fact,  we  did  not  know  we  had  so  many 
friends,  until  we  began  to  write  this  report. 
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Owing  to  the  limited  time  at  our  disposal,  we  have  not  been  able  to 
read  the  Reports  on  Correspondence  of  our  sister  Jurisdictions,  but  will 
do  so  for  our  1900  report. 

We  have  observed  with  pleasure  the  universal  adoption  of  the  cus- 
tom of  drinking  the  Christmas  toast  to  the  M.'.  E.'.  Grand  Master. 

We  are  pleased  to  notice  the  fraternal  sympathy  that  has  been 
unanimously  extended  to  P.  G.  Com.  E.  T.  Schultz  and  the  great  sorrow 
and  regret  that  has  been  expressed  at  his  sore  afOiction. 

We,  also,  note  the  universal  regret  expressed  by  the  Committees  on 
Correspondence  of  the  various  Grand  Commanderies  at  the  retirement 
of  P.  G.  Com.  F.  J.  S.  Grorgas  from  the  Chairmanship  of  said  Committee 
of  this  Grand  Commandery  and  are  pleased  to  see  that  his  labors  in  be- 
half of  Templar  Masonry  have  been  appreciated  abroad  as  well  as  at 
home. 

As  we  had  no  Report  on  Correspondence  for  1898,  we  have  been  com« 
pelled  to  write  and  publish  same  in  this  report. 

With  these  few  words  of  introduction,  and  the  hope  that  no  offense 
may  be  taken  at  anything  we  have  said  in  the  following  pages,  we  sub- 
scribe ourselves. 

It  took  hustling  to  prepare  a  report  of  over  100  pages,  much  of  it 
original,  in  one  month  and  do  lots  of  other  work  besides.  We  covM  do 
such  a  thing,  but  we  are  not  going  to.  We  welcome  Bro.  Miller  to  the 
ranks  of  the  ^'Mutuals,"  and  hope  he  '*will  live  long  and  prosper." 

R.*.  E.\  Sir  Lewis  H.  Uhrig,  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  and  Corres- 
pondent as  before. 


MICHIGAN— 1900. 

The  44th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  May  15th.  Pre- 
vious to  the  opening  there  was  a  lot  of  escorting,  welcoming  speeches 
and  responses,  eloquence,  plumes  and  banners  galore.  At  the  opening 
there  were  present:  R.".  E.*.  Sir  Eugene  P.  Robinson,  G.  C,  E.'.  Sir 
Hy  L.  Anthony,  Grand  Recorder,  all  the  other  staff  officers,  14  Past 
Grand  Commanders,  2  Past  D.  G.  C's,  99  Past  Commanders  and  Repre- 
sentatives from  44  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  business  paper,  quite  lengthy, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  he  includes  his  cori^spondence  in  full,  instead 
of  giving  its  substance  and  the  further  fact  that  he  also  includes  the  full 
reix>rts  of  his  staff  as  Inspecting  Officers. 

While  we  are  not  partial  to  this  plan  of  getting  up  an  address,  we 
have  no  kick  due  us.  (We  beg  our  Brother  Belden,  of  Arizona,  to  par- 
don the  slang.)    He  opens  as  follows : 

Sir  Knights,  we  are  just  beginning  the  labors  of  the  Forty-fourth 
Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  Michigan. 
We  have  observed  the  first  lesson  tausrht  us  in  Masonry,  "that  in  the 
beginning  of  any  great  and  important  undertaking  we  should  first  in- 
voke the  Dlessing  of  Deity." 

The  Eminent  Grand  Prelate  has  well  and  faithfully  performed  that 
duty  for  many  years,  and  again  at  this  beginning,  and  I  wish  to  say 
from  the  fullness  of  my  heart,  and  I  know  I  but  voice  the  sentiment  of 
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every  Sir  Knight  of  our  beautiful  Peninsular  State,  when  I  say,  *  God 
bless  Brother  Blades." 

Sir  Knights,  how  fleeting  the  year.  It  reminds  us  of  the  saying, 
''How  swiftly  the  sands  run  and  how  rapidly  our  lives  are  drawing  to  a 
close,"  and  while  this  is  a  fact  with  each  individual  brother  we  rejoice 
today  that  it  is  far  from  being  a  fact  with  our  beloved  Order ;  it  grows 
stronger  and  stronger  as  time  rolls  on  and  nearer  and  dearer  to  the 
hearts  of  every  true  and  courteous  Knights  Templar. 

He  then  quotes  a  letter  from  Grand  Master  Lloyd  in  which  that  dis- 
tinguished Templar  takes  Michigan  to  task  because  her  net  growth  last 
year  was  only  thirty.  To  this  the  R.\  E.\  replied  that  they  were  * 'doing 
as  well  as  could  be  expected,"  as  they  have  several  very  live  Command- 
eries,  etc.  We  heard  a  story  once 'that  occurs  to  us  now :  A  quack  doctor 
was  called  in  in  a  case  of  obstetrics.  Being  asked  the  condition  of  things 
he  replied  that  "both  the  mother  and  child  are  dead,  but  I  hope  to  save 
the  old  man  I"  Now  the  moral  of  this  tale  is  that  we  must  never  despair 
while  there  is  anything  left  to  build  to. 

We  do  not  see  why  the  M.*.  E.'.  should  single  out  Michigan  on  this 
subject  as  the  Wolverines  are  always  away  up,  near  the  heac*  in  good 
deeds  and  Knightly  worth  except  in  the  single  matter  of  paying  alleged 
mourners  mileage  and  per  diem  for  attending  funerals.  Grief  that  don't 
get  as  deep  as  the  pocket  is  not  worth  encouraging  at  so  much  a  mile. 

He  reports  that  no  Grand  Officer  and  but  one  Past  Grand  had  been 
called  away  by  death. 

His  decisions  were  sound  and  sensible.  He  -granted  26  dispensa- 
tions, all  for  legitimate  objects.  However,  he  uses  the  much  abused 
word  "Pilgrimage"  in  one  of  them  and  to  this  we  object.  We  regret 
that  he  refused  to  allow  one  of  his  subordinates  to  escort  the  President  of 
the  United  States  through  the  streets  of  the  city  of  Kalamazoo.  The 
President  is  a  Templar,  we  are  informed,  and  he  is  also  the  ruler  of  our 
country,  likewise  a  good  man  and  a  Christian  gentleman,  and  was  fully 
entitled  to  the  honors  the  brethren  wished  to  show  him  and  the  dispen- 
sation should  have  been  granted,  and  we  rept^at  our  regret  that  it  was 
denied.  When  you  get  a  gentleman  aud  not  a  stuffed  egotist  for  Presi- 
dent, coddle  him  up  and  make  much  of  him.  That  is  our  ticket,  and 
we  are  democratic  at  all  times. 

Here  is  something  that  makes  "that  tired  feeling"  come  over  us: 

November  24th.  I  received  from  Detroit,  No.  1,  a  letter  to  the 
Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander,  Charles  E.  Ide,  Grand  Commander 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  asking  permission  to  enter  their  Jurisdiction 
to  visit  York  Commandery,  No.  65,  and  give  exhibition  drill  at  Madison 
Square  Garden  on  the  evening  of  January  16th.  Also  a  letter  to  Most 
Eminent  Sir  John  D.  Ellis,  Supreme  Grand  Master  of  the  Sovereign 
Great  Priory  of  Canada,  asking  permission  to  pass  through  their  Juris- 
diction in  going  to  and  from  New  York  City.  I  at  once  forwarded  these 
letters  with  my  unqualified  approval  and  in  due  time  received  most  court- 
eous letters  granting  the  requests. 

We  wonder  if  the  "peace  of  Christendom"  would  have  been  imper' 


FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE.  46 

lied  had  these  gentlemen  boarded  a  train,  gone  quietly  to  New  York, 
put  up  their  **drill,"  told  York  Commandery  good-bye,  and  returned  home 
without  all  this  fuss  and  feathers  I 

The  three  principal  staff  officers  made  interesting  reports,  which 
are  included  in  the  address— The  R.*.  E.'.  visited,  officially,  fourteen  of 
the  Subordinate  Commanderies.  He  reported  a  pleasant  visit  paid  by 
himself  and  others  to  the  Great  Priory  tof  Canada,  where  they  had  a 
good  time  and  were  royally  treated.  A  crowd  of  the  Wolverines,  accom- 
panied by  the  R.*.  E.\,  also  "invaded"  New  York,  where  they  likewise 
had  a  good  time.  No  casualities  reported.  We  hope  none  of  them  were 
"shot  in  the  neck."  He  also  reported  that  the  "Triennial  Committee" 
had  purchased  the  "Gait  House"  in  Louisville,  possession  to  be  given 
next  year.  He  closes  with  expressions  of  high  appreciation  of  the  honor 
conferred  upon  himself  and  the  courtesy  and  consideration  as  well  as 
active  assistance  acccorded  him  by  his  staff  and  others. 

His  portrait  adorns  the  pamphlet. 

Proceedings  routine  and  devoid  of  particular  interest.  Grand  Re- 
corder Anthony  is  a  little  shaky  on  Matthew  Mattocks  as  he  reports 
accessions  278  and  losses  264  and  yet  claims  a  net  gain  of  24 !  Grand 
Treasurer  reports  a  balance  of  $6,435.32.  Tbey  won't  have  so  much  after 
they  pay  for  the  "Gait  House  !" 

J^loquent  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  Kentucky 
dead  of  Templary,  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology  sub- 
mitted by  Past  Grand  Commander  Wm.  G.  Doty. 

The  following  resolution,  preceded  by  preambles,  was  adopted  unan- 
imously : 

Now  therefoi^e,  Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State 
of  Michigan  do  memorialize  the  Grand  Master,  and  request  that  instead 
of  approving  or  directing  competitive  drills,  that  he  sanction,  encourage 
and  permit  exhibition  drills,  and  to  that  end,  be  invite  the  several  Sub- 
ordinate Commanderies  of  the  Uaited  States  to  be  present  and  partici- 
pate in  an  exhibition  drill  on  the  occasion  of  the  next  Grand  Encamp- 
ment Conclave. 

Sensible.     We  also  clip  the  following  resolution  which  was  adopted 

and  shows  that  our  Michigan  brethren  have  lucid  intervals  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  R.*.  E.". 
Grand  Commander  to  consicer  the  feasibility  of  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery purchasing  on  the  banks  of  some  lake  in  the  State  a  piece  of  land 
consisting  of  from  twenty  to  forty  acres,  as  they  may  think  best,  upon 
which  the  Grand  Commandery  may  erect  suitable  buildings  for  board- 
ing, hall,  assembly  rooms  and  cottages  for  the  use  of  Grand  Comman- 
dery. A  portion  of  said  site  to  be  eriven  up  to  the  use  of  each  one  of  the 
Subordinate  Commanderies,  with  privilege  to  them  to  build  such  bnild- 
in|^s  and  cottages  as  they  may  desire  for  their  own  use  ;  and  a  portion  of 
said  land  to  be  set  off  and  improved  for  a  drill  and  parade  grounds. 
Docks,  boat  houses  and  such  like  conveniences  to  be  granted,  and  the 
whole  to  be  incorporated  and  regulated  as  may  seem  best,  under  the 
name  of  the  Knights  Templar  Camp  Ground  Association.  Stock  to  be 
issued  only  to  the  Grand  and  Subordinate  Commanders,  K.  T.,  Michi- 
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gan,  and  that  the  annual  sessions  of  the  Grand  Commandery  be  held  at 
said  camp  grounds,  at  which  time  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  be 
invited  with  their  families.  To  the  end  that  these  annual  meetings  may 
be  also  Annual  Conclaves  of  the  Knights  Templar  of  Michigan. 

Our  good  Brother  Gerow  then  presented  the  retiring  R.*.  E.'.  a 
Past  Grand  Commander's  gavel  in  a  neat  little  speech,  to  which  Brother 
Robertson  replied  in  proper  stylo.  Then  the  Grand  Commandery  was 
closed.    Total  membership  5681 — a  gain  of  24.  Brother  Anthony  says. 

Correspondence  report  is  the  finished  production  of  Grand  Recorder 
and  Past  Grand  Commander  Hy  L.  Anthony,  who  is  a  fit  successor  to 
the  * 'loved  and  lost"  Innes  and  our  good  friend  and  Brother  Gerow. 
The  report  covers  155  pages,  digests  the  proceedings  of  43  Templar  leg- 
islatures, Mississippi  for  '99  among  them.  Of  course  the  report  is  a 
good  one  ;  this  is  the  kind  they  deal  in  in  that  ^^neck  of  the  woods"  and 
this  one  is  fully  up  to  the  highest  standard. 

Under  District  of  Columbia  we  find  these  chunks  of  wisdom: 

Numerous  decisions  and  dispensations  were  made  all  for  good  and 
lawful  reasons.  One  dispensation  was  denied,  for  Columbia  Com  fnandery 
to  make  a  parade  and  participate  in  the  reception  to  a  returning  regi- 
ment of  Columbia  Volunteers.  The  decision  of  the  Grand  Commander 
was,  of  course,  correct.  The  fault  lies  with  the  Grand  Encampment  in 
curtailing  public  parades  to  the  narrow  limits  of  a  strictly  Masonic  occa- 
sion. What  more  inspiring  and  exalted  occasion  for  Templars  to  parade 
than  in  giving  welcome  to  the  soldier,  fresh  from  victories  won  and 
crowned  with  garlands  of  national  Honor.  This  subject  of  public  parades 
in  our  opinion  should  be  left  to  sound  judgment  of  the  various  Grand 
Commanders. 

Turn  'em  loose ! 

Under  Georgia  he  endorses  the  wail  (in  a  fit  of  mutual  somnolence, 
we  think)  of  the  R. '.  E.*.  of  that  province  against  the  meeting  of  the 
* 'Shrine"  at  the  same  time  and  place  as  the  Grand  Commandery  meets. 
"We  regret  our  utter  inability  to  concur. 

Under  Iowa  this: 

The  volume  opens  and  is  adorned  by  the  gentle  and  kindly  face  of 
Grand  Commander  Bever.  In  the  laperof  his  coat  we  discover  the  but- 
ton of  the  Loyal  Legion.  We  caution  the  distinguished  Templar  to  be 
on  the  lookout  for  a  string  of  biting  sarcasm  from  the  pen  of  our  Frater 
DeLap,  of  Mississippi.  Tne  proceedings  are  further  adorned  with  photo 
engravings  showing  the  ground  and  some  of  the  buildings  at  Templar 
Park,  of  which  the  Iowa  Templars  are  so  justly  proud. 

We  beg  to  assure  our  Bro.  Henry,  that  he  is  mistaken  and  has  need- 
lessly alarmed  (?)  Bro.  Bever.  We  do  not  object  to  pinskor  buttons,  but 
only  to  what  keeps  alive  sectionalism  in  our  country. 

Bro.  Anthony  devotes  four  pages  of  his  excellent  report  to  our 
pamphlet  for  '99.  He  says,  referring  to  Bro.  Power's  recommendation 
in  regard  to  pay  of  officers  and  representatives:  "We  fear  that  attend- 
ance at  our  Grand  Conclaves  would  be  sparse  if  delegates  were  not 
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Allowed  even  their  expenses,"  and  *'The  proceedings  are  adorned  with 
portraits  of  Grand  Commanders  Cobb  and  Paxton." 
Of  our  report  he  says  : 

The  celebrated  E.  G.  DeLap  is  the  author  of  the  report  and  wo  have 
greatly  enjoyed  its  reading.  He  is  an  intense  hater  oi  shams  in  what- 
ever guise  they  may  appear,  and  * 'speaks  right  out  in  'meetln'  "  in  most 
vigorous  style  concerning  any  and  all  subjects  that  do  not  meet  his  ap- 
proval. Michigan  for  1898  receives  two  pages  of  courteous  mention.  He 
lets  us  down  easy  in  comparison  with  some  of  our  sister  Jurisdictions 
whose  actions  fail  to  meet  his  approval. 

He  also  quotes  and  endorses  our  remarks  In  regard  to  Holy  Days  In 
our  review  of  Kentucky  last  year,  which  is  pleasant.  Our  good  Bro. 
Charles  of  Kentucky,  however,  assures  us  that  there  is  not  a  drop  of  in- 
tolerance in  the  heart  of  the  G.  C.  whose  address  was  under  considera- 
tion, and  to  this  fact  we  call  Bro.  A.'s  attention.  We  would  enjoy  killing 
the  ^'intelligent  compositor  (?)  who  makes  us  say  ''the  word  of  the  cross" 
instead  of  the  ^^wood  of  the  cross''  as  we  wrote  it.  We  sometimes  won- 
der what  the  Lord  allowed  the  devil  to  start  a  hell  for,  but  when  such 
things  as  this  occur  the  reason  is  apparent. 

We  copy  his 

C»NCLUSION. 

The  end  is  here.  But  little  remains  to  be  said.  The  task  has  been 
long  and  laborious,  especially  so  for  one  whose  business  hours  are  fully 
occupied  and  who  must  needs  perform  this  duty  at  a  time  when  others 
are  at  rest  or  refreshment.  We  find  it  no  small  task  to  carefully  review 
the  work  of  the  forty-three  proceedings  comprising  this  report.  But 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  labor  has  been  great,  yet  the  compen- 
sation is  equally  so.  It  is  a  rare  good  fortune  that  gives  one  the  oppor- 
tunitv  to  select  from  among  the  sayings  of  the  Templar  world  the  bright 
and  best  sentiments,  and  compile  them  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may 
care  to  read.  This  we  have  endeavored  to  do,  and  believe  it  will  be  of 
interest  to  every  Templar  who  desires  to  keep  himself  informed. 

There  is  little  of  exciting  inteie«t  on  which  to  comment.  Since  the 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  the  question  of  dependent  member- 
ship is  now  settled,  and  especially  so  since  the  promulgation  of  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Grand  Master,  setting  at  rest  the  idea  that  there  cannot  be 
*'two  classes,  one  privileged  and  exempted  from  the  necessity  of  being  in 
good  standing  in  Lodge  and  Chapter,  and  the  other  required  to  be  in 
good  standing  in  both.*'  Both  the  law  and  decision  have  met  with  ad- 
verse criticism  on  the  part  of  some,  but  on  our  part,  we  believe  it  not 
only  wise  but  just.  Time  alone  can  determine  the  justness  and  equity  of 
the  rule.  For  the  present  at  least  it  is  supreme  Templar  law,  and  as 
such  will  be  loyally  obeyed.  It  seems  to  be  the  proper  thing  with  most 
Correspondents,  before  closing  their  reports,  to  have  something  to  say 
regarding  our  late  unpleasantness  with  the  "Dons,"  and  the  retention  or 
non-retention  of  the  Philippines.  As  for  ourselves  we  firmly  believe 
that  we  should  never  let  go  a  foot  of  the  soil  over  which  "Old  Glory"  has 
been  raised  by  the  valor  of  our  soldier  boys  and  consecrated  by  the  blood 
of  that  typical  American,  the  brave  Lawton,  and  his  men. 

Personally,  the  writer  has  cause  to  be  grateful  for  the  kind  mention 
from  so  many  members  of  the  Guild.     And  now  with  earnest  hope  that 
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our  lives  may  be  spared  until  we  meet  again,  that  happiness  and  pros, 
perity  may  be  yours,  I  am 

Sincerely  and  courteously, 

H.  L.  Anthony,  Committee. 

R.-.  E.-.  Sir  Philip  T.  Van  Zile  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  and  Corres- 
pondent as  before. 


MINNESOT  A-1  9  0  0. 

The  35th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  St.  Paul,  June  25th.  Pres- 
ent: R.-.  E.\  Sir  Jno.  C.  Munro,  G.  C,  R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Thomas  Montgom- 
ery, Grand  Recorder,  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  9  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders, I  Past  Grand  C.  G.,  about  20  Past  Com'ds.,  20  Grand  Represen- 
tatives, and  delegates  from  22  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander  opens  an  excellent  addi'ess  as  follows  : 

Dear  Praters :  We  are  assembled  for  our  35th  Annual  Conclave. 
In  bidding  you  a  hearty  and  kindly  welcome,  I  can  only  hope  and  plead 
that  such  kindly  feeling  and  gentle  forbearance  as  have  cnaracterized 
her  past  meetings  may  be  ours  to-day.  The  time  has  come  for  the  last 
sweeping  look  over  the  year  that  is  gone,  before  we  turn  to  the  future.  In 
doing  so,  we  cannot  but  be  filled  with  hope.  Very  little  has  occurred 
to  distinguish  this  from  other  years ;  there  have  been  joys,  and  there 
have  been  sorrows  ;  there  are  indications  of  great  strength,  and  in  some 
places  of  extreme  weakness.  Yet,  on  the  whole,  we  cannot  but  feel  that 
a  steady  advance  has  been  made,  which  speaks  well  for  the  future  of 
Templarlsm  in  this  Jurisdiction.  For  this  we  should  not  be  unmindful 
of  the  thanks  we  should  render  to  the  Great  Captain  of  our  Salvation. 
I  append  a  list  of  official  acts  for  your  consideration. 

He 'issued  several  dispensations,  including  one  allowing  orie  of  his 
subordinates  to  be  pious  in  uniform  and  swords.  The  others  were  for 
laudable  objects.  He  reports  that  a  Special  Committee  went  to  Louis- 
ville and  bought  a  small  hotel  and  Minnesota  Templars  will  be  allowed 
to  occupy  it  for  four  days  at  three  and  four  dollars  a  day.  He  also  re- 
ported quite  a  number  of  visits  paid  to  Subordinate  Commanderies. 
Likewise  most  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  religious  on  Eas- 
ter and  Ascension  Days.  We  hope  the  members  derived  some  spiritual 
strength  from  the  services,  but  doubt  it. 

He  pays  proper  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  Knightly  dead,  and 
concludes  as  follows : 

In  conclusion.  Sir  Knights,  I  wish  to  thank  you  most  heartily  for 
your  many  courteous  and  kindly  acts  during  the  past  year.  Especially 
are  my  thanks  due  to  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  who  have 
so  generously  and  ably  assisted  me  in  my  work.  My  year's  work  is 
about  completed.  A  few  more  hours,  and  the  honor  bestowed  upon  me 
will  have  passed  to  another.  May  it  be  his  to  feel  the  same  close  fel- 
lowship and  sympathetic  assistance  that  have  been  extended  to  me.  As 
our  work  passes  into  history  let  us  pray  that  whatever  is  for  good  may 
remain,  and  that  whatever  is  not  for  good  may  be  blotted  out. 
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PROCBBDINOS. 

Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  staff  officers  made  written  reports  of  inspec- 
tions, made  by  them,  from  which  we  infer  that  the  Order  is  in  good 
shape  in  that  bailiwick. 

We  clip  the  following  from  Grand  Recorder  Montgomery's  report : 

The  Correspondence  and  routine  business  of  the  office  has  been 
promptly  attenaed  to.  The  Register  is  posted  to  date.  The  jewel  for 
Past  Grand  Commander  W.  E.  Richardson,  was  procured  through  Sir 
Knight  Birkett,  and  duly  delivered.  I  might,  in  passing,  say  that  the 
official  jewel  of  the  Grand  Recorder,  together  with  the  Past  Grand 
Commander^s  jewel,  presented  him  in  1888,  by  the  Grand  Command ery, 
his  shoulder  straps,  $50  in  money,  and  other  private  property,  was  stolen 
from  the  safe  in  his  otTice  on  a  certain  Sunday  in  May,  1899.  I  did  not 
report  the  loss  last  year,  hoping  to  recover  the  property,  but  the  best 
that  oould  be  done  was  to  capture  the  thief,  who  is  now  serving  his  sent- 
ence in  Stillwater.  Fortunately  the  Grand  Commandery  bonds  were 
overlooked. 

He  has  our  sympathy. 

Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  in  hand  of  $1,260.84.  Committee 
on  ''Appeals  and  Grievances''  report  no  business,  which  shows  that  peace 
as  well  as  prosperity  obtain  up  there. 

Two  Past  Commanders  from  other  Jurisdictions,  but  now  members 
of  Minnesota  Commanderies,  were  elected  members  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery.   Total  membership  2,744— a  gain  of  83. 

Our  old  and  much  esteemed  friend  and  brother,  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander and  Grand  Recorder  Thos.  Montgomery  is  the  author  of  a  short 
(40  pages)  but  well  written  report  on  Correspondence  in  which  the  pro- 
ceedings of  44  Templar  Grands  are  briefly  but  courteously  digested, 
Mississippi  for  '99  getting  two  full  pages,  for  which  we  are  not  ungrate- 
ful.    We  excerpt  his  opening  remarks  : 

Your  Committee  on  Correspondence  feels  compelled  this  year  to 
make  but  a  brief  report.  There  are  at  least  two  reasons  for-  this. 
First,  our  time  since  Grand  Lodge  closed  has  been  almost  wholly  taken 
up  in  the  preparation  of  *'The  Masonic  Code  of  Minnesota,"  not  yet 
completed,  its  printing  still  requiring  daily  supervision ;  second,  after  a 
general  inspection  of  the  latest  Knights  Templar  proceedings,  we  find 
Uttle  more  than  a  record  of  the  usual  and  necessary  business  Since  the 
Pittsburg  triennial,  the  laws  of  our  Orderj  there  revised,  and  soon  after 
published  and  distributed,  have  become  so  well  understood  that  few  de- 
cisions are  recorded,  and  they  usually  of  only  local  importance,  hence 
there  are  very  few  questions  of  law  or  usage  to  discuss.  The  principal 
question  considered  is  Grand  Master  Lloyd's  interpretation  of  the  new 
law  requiring  membership  in  Lodge  and  Chapter  as  a  condition  of  good 
standing  in  a  Commandery.  It  is  loyally  accepted  for  the  present,  but 
no  doubt  a  change  will  be  made  at  Louisville,  as  its  effect  seems  to  be 
the  loss  of  meml]^r8hip  in  many  Commanderies  without  a  corresponding 
increase  in  the  membership  of  Lodges  and  Chapters.  It  would  have 
been  easy,  however,  to  swell  our  report  to  100  pages  by  quoting  elo- 
quent passages  from  addresses,  sermons  and  reports,  but  it  costs  money 
tio  print  all  this,  and  we  are  disposed  at  present  to  be  eoonomioal.  We 
hope,  therefore,  a  brief  report  will  be  satisfactory  this  time,  for  the 
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above  reasons.  In  our  table  of  statistics,  at  the  close,  will  be  found,  in 
condensed  form,  much  information  that  is  often  used  as  padding  for 
many  reports  of  this  character. 

Under  Kansas  we  find  this  : 

Sorry  to  part  with  our  dear  brother,  who,  as  a  veteran  of  the  war  of 
1861-1865,  has  been  in  poor  health  for  years,  and  yet  is  as  true  to  flag  and 
country  as  of  yore,  and  rejoices,  as  we  all  do,  that  no  sectional  usues 
now  divide  us 

Brother  Thomas'  attention  to  Mississippi  is  full,  as  noted  above,  and 
very  courteous  and  kind.    We  copy  a  part : 

Vicksburg— February  6th— Wm.  Starling,  G.  C. 

He  forgot  his  address,  and  asked  leave  to  print,  but  failed  to  send  it 
to  the  Grand  Recorder.  Concurrent  jurisdiction  obtains  in  Mississippi. 
From  the  report  of  Grand  Recorder  Power  we  learn  that  two  new  Com- 
manderies  were  organized,  one  at  West  Point,  to  be  named  * 'Dewey,'' 
the  other  at  Hattiesburg,  to  be  named  '^Fitzhugh  Lee."  The  former 
had  Knighted  twenty-nine,  the  latter  twenty-seven  candidates.  They 
were  granted  charters.  Their  names  were  wisely  changed.  Past 
Grand  Commander  Wm.  G.  Paxton  died  daring  the  year.  Devotional 
services  were  held  in  the  evening,  at  the  Methodist  church,  and 
seventy-eight  dollars  collected  towards  a  hospital  annex  to  the  Protest- 
nt  Orphan  Asylum,  at  Natchez.  Portraits  appear  of  Sir  Knight  Pax- 
on,  deceased,  and  the  present  Grand  Commander,  John  8.  Cobb. 

An  able  report,  of  ninety  pc^es,  on  Corresponeence  is,  as  usual,  the 
work  of  E.  G.  DeLap,  Past  Grand  Commander.  We  have  read  it 
through  with  interest,  as  we  always  do,  for  he  never  fails  to  write  vigor- 
ously.   We^'submit  a  few  extracts  : 

It  is  extremely  gratifying  to  this  committee  to  receive  praise  from 
our  good  brother.  We  would  be  glad,  however,  to  have  our  friend 
heave  in  an  occasional  endorsement  of  what  he  quotes,  or,  if  he  can't 
concur  with  what  we  say,  pitch  into  it. 

Bro.  M.  does  not  indulge  in  the  luxury  of  a  "conclusion"  which  re- 
minds us  that  in  some  parts  of  the  globe  we  live  on,  there  is  no  twilight, 
and  night's  Hable  mantle  enwraps  the  earth  as  the  last  rays  of  the  sun  are 
hid  by  the  western  hills,  so  also  as  the  eyes  of  the  dying  Christian  close 
to  the  familiar  sights  of  earth,  they  open  to  the  joys  of  the  Paradise  of 
God. 

God  bless  our  brother  and  keep  him  unto  Eternal  Life. 

R.-.  E.-.  Sir  Thos.  H.  Warren  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  and  Corres- 
pondent as  before,  of  course. 


MASSACHUSETTS   AND   RHODE    ISLAND— 1900. 

The  94th  Semi-Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Providence,  May  29th« 
Grand  Commander  Herbert  F.  Morse,  presiding.  The  attendance  was 
full  and  the  proceedings  interesting.  Thirty -five  Subordinate  Coniman'- 
deries  answered  at  roll  call.  Grand  Junior  Warden  Locke,  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  was  received  with  appropriate  honors. 
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The  semi-annual  address  of  the  Grand  Commander,  thougfh  quite 
lentrthy,  is  devoid  of  general  interest.  He  issued  quite  a  batch  of  dis-* 
pensations— one  to  one  of  his  Subordinates  to  g^o  to  New  York  for  a  lark. 
It  is  oomforting  to  know  that  he  asked  and  obtained  permission  for  this 
command  to  pass  through  Connecticut  and  enter  New  York,  thereby 
avoiding  a  disturbance  of  the  entente  cordial  and  possible  carnage  I  We 
cannot  be  too  careful  in  cases  of  this  kind  to  have  everything  properly 
arranged  in  advance  so  as  to  avoid  a  possible  and  bloody  conflict ! 

He  is  very  much  in  favor  of  summer  ^^PBgnag^ages."  We,  also,  are  in 
favor  of  summer  outings,  but  draw  the  line  at  ^^Pilgrimagm*^^ 

Proceedings  routine  and  of  local  interest. 

The  Mth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Boston,  October  31st. 
There  were  present:  R.'.  E.\  Sir  H.  F.  Morse,  G.  C;  E,'.  Sir  Benj.  W. 
Rowell,  Grand  Recorder,  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  15  Past  Grand 
Commanders  and  representatives  from  all  the  Subordinate  Comman- 
deries,  46  in  number.  The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Grand  Chapter  and 
the  Most  Illustrious  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Massachu- 
setts were  distinguished  and  honored  visitors.  Sundry  officers  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  including  our  Rev'd  friend  and  Bro.  Rugg,  Grand 
Captain  General  of  Grand  Encampment  were  present  and  were  received 
with  the  honors  due  their  exalted  rank  in  the  Order  and  their  high  per- 
sonal merits. 

The  Grand  Recorder's  report  covers  seventeen  pages,  is  adorned — 
we  speak  advisedly — with  a  portrait  of  its  author,  and  in  it  you  can  get 
almost  any  information  you  want  in  regard  to  the  Order  in  that  Grand 
Jurisdiction.  From  it  we  learn  that  more  Templars  were  Knighted  last 
year  in  this  imperial  Jurisdiction  than  we  have  on  our  entire  roll — 678 — 
total  gain  710 ;  total  losses  454;  net  gain,  252;  total  membership  13,112. 
Total  receipts,  for  dues  to  Grand  Commandery,  $6,728,  a  gain  over  last 
year  of  $1,386.50.  Ten  Comtnanderies  lost  in  membership ;  34  gained 
and  two  stood  still. 

The  Treasurer's  report  is  much  shorter,  but  it  is  also  embellished 
with  a  portrait  of  its  author.  Grand  Treasurer  Upham.  He  reports 
balance  on  hand  October,  1809,  $6,441.19 ;  received  since,  from  all 
sources,  $8,204.01.  He  paid  out  $6,442.03,  and  had  a  balance  in  hand  of 
$8,203.17.  The  largest  payment  was  $740.00  for  printing  proceedings, 
etc.,  which  strikes  *is  as  being  too  high.  It  is  nearly  double  what  we 
pay  for  printing  proceedings  of  Grand  Lodge,  a  pamphlet  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  as  large  as  their's. 

"The  Grand  Fund"  of  the  Grand  Commandery  contains  property  of 
the  value  of  $28,070.96. 

Next  comes  the  Grand  Commander's  address,  which,  like  all  literary 
productions  in  this  Jurisdiction,  is  first-class.    We  clip  his  opening  : 

Another  short  year  has  passed,  and  I  am  permitted  to  welcome  you 
to  tills,  the  Ninety  fourth  Annual  Conclave  and  to  congratulate  you  upon 
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the  prosperity  that  has  attended  your  labors  during  the  past  year  and  tbe- 
harmony  that  prevails  throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  And  while 
it  is  a  pleasure  for  me  to  extend  this  welcome  to  so  large  a  number  of  the 
members  of  this  Grand  Body  who  have  gathered  to  look  after  the  interestB- 
of  the  Commanderies  which  they  represent,  it  is  also  a  pleasure  and  an 
honor  to  extend  a  knightly  greetius:  &nd  a  Templar  welcome  to  the  dis- 
tinguished representatives  of  our  sister  .Jurisdictions  with  which  we 
have  been  so  closely  associated  in  the  past,  To  the  Sir  Knights  who- 
have  been  called  to  preside  over  and  govern  the  affairs  of  the  Nlost  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  the  Grand 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Massachusetts,  I  extend  the  same 
welcome,  and  my  sincere  thanks  that  they  have  accepted  my  invitation 
to  meet  with  us,  fully  believing  that,  as  our  interests  are  common,  our 
associating  together  here  today  will  be  for  our  mutual  benefit. 

As  we  have  ^iven  thanks  to  the  Grand  Commas  der  above  for  what 
we  have  received  in  the  past,  let  us  trust  that  He  will  continue  to  guide 
us  in  our  deliberations  here  today  and  lead  us  in  the  future  ;  for  we  f ull^ 
realize  that  with  our  increased  prosperity  comes  increased  responsi- 
bilities. 

Proper  tribute  is  paid  to  the  Knightly  dead  of  his  own  and  other 
Jurisdictions.    The  list  is  a  long  one. 

He  issued  a  multitude  of  dispensations,  among  them  four  or  five 
allowing  some  of  his  Subordinates  to  go  on  '^Pilgrimages"  in  quest  of  the 
"Holy  Grail,"  or^A— he  does  not  say  which. 

We  note,  with  satisfaction,  that  he  took  the  precaution  to  secure 
permission  from  the  Seneschals  of  neighboring  bailiwicks  for  hi& 
Knightly  hosts  to  pass  into  or  through  their  dominions,  thereby,  doubt- 
less, averting  the  spilling  of  gore  ! 

They  either  go  to  church  in  regalia  and  according  to  Gunter*s  tactics- 
up  there,  when  they  please,  or  they  have  backslidden,  as  we  find  no- 
record  of  dispensations  granted  for  that  purposes. 

He  reports  $3,296  contributed  by  the  Templars  of  his  command  for 
the  relief  of  the  Galveston  sufferers.  This  compares  very  favorably,  for 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  with  our  own  donation  for  the  same 
object  I 

The  proceedings  afford  nothing  of  special  interest  to  outsiders.  We 
find  no  reference  to  the  coming  Triennial  at  Lousville,  from  which  we 
infer  that  our  brethren  are  either  going  to  ''camp  out"  stay  at  home  or 
that  they  already  own  a  hotel  in  Louisville. 

Our  valued  friend  and  Rev.  Brother  Dr.  Rugg,  is  the  architect,  as- 
usual,  of  the  Correspondence  Report,  which  covers  137  pages  of  the  pam- 
phlet, and  carefully,  courteously  and  entertainingly  digests  the  proceed- 
ings of  44  Templar  Grands,  Mississippi  for  1900  among  the  number.  We 
copy  a  part  of  his  opening  and  would  excerpt  it  all  but  for  the  lack  of 
space : 

The  writer  of  thlB  paper  asks  indulgence  for  a  word  personal,  hy 
way  of  introduction.  He  is  glad  to  have  the  privilege  of  again  express- 
inff  his  thought  and  feeling  towards  the  members  of  the  Body  to  whtch 
thu  report  is  addressed.    He  gratefully  appreciates  the  bond  of  oomrad* 
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ship  thus  established,  and  rejoices  in  that  delightful  fellowship  which  he 
tes  enjoyed  for  a  goodly  number  of  years  with  Brethren  ana  friends  of 
Ibe  home  Jurisdiction. 

To  come  into  touch  again  with  these  esteemed  associates  by  furnish- 
ing another  Report  on  Correspondence  is  iodeed  a  pleasant  task.  It  is 
Jill  the  more  gratifying  that  we  engage  in  this  work  at  a  time  when  the 
•conditions  of  Templary  in  thu  two  States  united  in  the  one  governing  or- 
ganization are  every  way  prosperous,  giving  promise  of  continued  ad- 
vances not  only  in  memoers  and  material  resources,  but  also  in  an  ever 
•enlarging  service  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  truth  and  human- 
ity. 

As  some  of  our  friends  know,  we  have  had  to  meet  the  unwelcome 
experience  of  a  long  and  painful  illness  during  the  past  year,  so  that, 
tfor  a  considerable  period,  it  was  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  we  should  be 
.able  to  render  the  service  called  for  by  our  appointment  as  Correspond- 
•ent.  With  the  advent  of  summer,  however,  there  has  come  to  us  a  re- 
newal of  health  and  strength,  and  it  is  with  no  less  zest  than  in  former 
j^ears  that  we  again  take  up  our  pen  and  enter  upon  the  work  of  review 
•committed  to  our  hands. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  personal  reference  we  can  but  yield 
to  the  prompting  to  express  our  heartfelt  acknowledgments  for  the 
many  tokens  of  Masonic  and  Templar  remembrance  of  which  we  were 
the  recipient  during  the  months  of  our  enforced  inactivity.  Especially 
•do  we  recall  the  Christmas  greeting  of  Grand  Commander  Morse  and  the 
kind  wishes  expressed  in  such  graceful  form  by  the  Massachusetts  Union 
^f  Past  Commanders,  in  whose  company  we  have  passed  many  a  pleas- 
ant hour.  The  svmpathy  thus  signified,  and  in  so  many  other  ways  ex- 
pressed, had  a  ministry  of  cheer  and  blessing  beyond  the  power  of  words 
to  describe. 

As  already  intimated,  we  were  never  more  pleased  than  now  to  en- 
;gage  in  this  work  of  review— to  use  the  pen  in  talking  to  our  friends 
near  at  hand  and  those  fa.rther  away ;  for,  while  we  yield  to  the  feeling 
which  suggests  that  first  of  all  we  give  greetings  and  acknowledgments 
to  the  members  of  our  home  Jurisdiction,  we  are  by  no  means  inclined 
to  overlook  that  larger  constituency — the  Templar  household  of  faith — 
And  to  all  these  Sir  Knights  this  paper  is  sent  forth  with  the  author's 
Assurance  of  regard  and  good  will.  Specially  would  we  offer  cordial  sal- 
utations to  our  Brethren  of  the  ^'fourth  estate,*'  and  to  others  who 
by  reason  of  official  position  are  charged  with  important  responsibilities 
BS  regards  the  shaping  of  the  future  of  our  cherished  Institution.  May 
they  not  weary  in  well  doing.  May  they  be  abundantly  .blessed  in  word 
And  deed  I 

We  beg  to  express  our  sympathy  for  our  Brother  in  his  afflictions 
and  our  joy  to  know  that ' 'Richard  is  himself  again."  May  he  *4ive  long 
and  prosper." 

Under  Iowa  we  find  these  nuggets  of  wisdom : 

If  there  is  any  act  altogether  despicable  it  is  that  of  barring  the 
admission  of  a  man  into  any  department  of  Freemasonry  or  of  the  Temp- 
lar Order,  on  personal  grounds.  A  true  Mason  and  Sir  Knight  would 
never  be  guilty  of  such  conduct.  And  all  the  more  reprehenHible  is  the 
action  reported,  where  an  objector  claims  to  exercise  his  technical  right 
to  prevent  the  conferring  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple  on  a  Red  Cross 
Knight  against  whom  the  Sir  Knight  objecting  has  a  strong  personal 
feeling.     We  are  glad  to  believe  that  only  very  infrequently  is  such  a 
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case  presented  as  that  so  justly  held  up  for  'criticism  by  -the  Iowa  00x0- 
mittee. 

Our  brother  kindly  devotes  six  pages  of  his  admirable  paper  to  our 
proceedings  for  1899  and  1900.  His  review  ib  fraternal  and  full.  He  haa 
a  kindly  word  for  all  of,  and  each  of  us,  which  is  appreciated. 

We  excerpt  from  his  review  of  the  Meridian  Conclave  : 

The  pink  tissue-paper  used  as  a  fly-leaf  imparts  a  roseate  hue  to  the 
features  of  Grand  Commander  John  A.  B.  Jones,  as  excellently  por- 
trayed on  the  first  page  of  the  proceedings  in  hand.  Brother  Jones  is  a 
clergyman,  as  well  as  highest  officer  in  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  is- 
eminently  fitted,  by  nature  and  attainments,  to  hold  these  positions  of 
responsibility  and  influence.  He  was  elected  Grand  Commander  at  the 
Fortieth  Annual  Conclave,  held  at  Meridian,  February  19  and  20,  J 900. 
All  the  Grand  Officers,  except  the  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard,  wepe 
present  at  the  opening  session ;  including  Grand  Commander  John  S. 
Cobb,  representing  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and  fifteen  other 
Grand  Representatsves.  The  sixteen  constituent  Commanderies  were 
represented,  and  several  Past  Coxumanders  and  a  large  number  of  visit- 
ing Sir  Knights  were  also  in  attendance. 

Grand  Commander  Cobb  presented  an  account  of  his  official  doings- 
during  the  year  in  an  address  which  occupies  nearly  nine  printed  page& 
of  the  proceedings.  He  alludes  to  the  recovery  of  Past  Grand  Comman- 
ders Frederic  Speed  and  P.  M.  Savery  from  severe  and  dangerous  disa- 
bilities of  the  fiesh,  and  welcomes  them  in  Grand  Commandery  *^as  back 
from  the  dead."  Brother  Speed  is  quoted  as  saying  that  he  has  been  re- 
stored for  twenty  years'  more  work.  We  hope,  as  does  the  Grand  Com- 
mander, that  his  prophecy  may  be  a  true  one. 

We  are  more  than  grateful  for  his  pleasant  attention  to  our  reportu- 
and  believe  he  understands  us  better  than  do  some  of  the  other 
''Mutuals  "  We  copy  his  conclusion  in  full;  long  as  it  is,  it  ie  good  as  it 
is  long : 

CONCLUSION. 

In  writing  the  closing  paragraphs  of  this  paper  we  are  conscious  of 
being  wrought  upon  by  a  strong  feeling  both  of  retrospection  and  of  an* 
ticipation.  Standing  so  near  the  parting  of  the  ways,  our  thought  turn» 
backward  to  inquire  concerning  the  gifts  which  have  come  from  the 
century  whose  course  is  nearly  run.  They  have  been  many  and  great  in 
the  way  of  material  advantage  and  of  intellectual  and  moral  enlighten- 
ment. The  arts  and  sciences  have  flourished.  Christian  civilization 
has  advanced  with  mighty  strides  ;  our  nation  has  grown  out  of  weak- 
ness into  streng  h  ;  and  our  beloved  Order  has  won  an  honored  name 
and  a  place  of  large  asefulness,  having  gathered  to  itself  a  rich  e^uip^ 
ment  of  resources  for  a  n  ore  abundant  service  of  good. 

The  Order  of  Christian  Knighthood  to  which  we  owe  allegiance  rests 
upon  this  foundation.  No  institution  works  ideally,  and  we  may  not 
claim  that  the  Templar  Body  measures  up  to  the  full  limit  of  its  princi- 
ples or  its  possibilities.  Its  adjustment  is  not  perfect.  The  environ- 
ment by  which  it  is  affected  is  not  altogether  favorable ;  but  with  all  its 
defects  and  short-comings  it  is  a  mighty  force  on  the  side  of  truth  and 
righteousness.  Its  career  has  been  wonderful,  as  out  of  weakness  at  th& 
beginning  of  the  century  now  so  near  its  close  it  has  moved  forward  to 
its  present  position  of  honor  and  of  influence.     It  is  more  potent  in  num- 
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ben  and  resourced  at  this  time  than  in  any  previous  period  of  its  history. 
It  has  an  effective;  working  organization,  a  beautiful  and  impressive 
ritua^  wise  and  noble  leaders  ;  and  may  we  not  add  that  it  has  a  follow- 
ing of  earnest  and  true  men  who,  as  they  bear  aloft  its  banners,  are  to- 
gether animated  by  the  purpose  to  make  the  Order  a  more  efficient  agent 
ill  the  service  of  man — for  the  glory  of  God  ! 

So  long  as  Templar  Asylums  are  filled  by  worthy  men,  the  progress 
of  the  Order  is  assured.  It  needs  what  the  poet  says  the  world  most 
needs: 

The  world  wants  men,  large-hearted,  manly  men ; — 

Men  who  will  join  the  chorus  and  prolong 

The  psalm  of  labor  and  the  song  ol  love  ; 

The  times  want  heroes ; — 

Heroes  who  shall  etruggle  in  the  solid  ranks  of  truth  ; — 

The  age  wants  scholars ; — 

Scholars  who  shall  shape  the  doubtful  questions  of  dubious  years 

And  lead  the  ark  that  bears  our  country's  good 

Safe  to  some  peaceful  Ararat  at  last. 

Fraternally  submitted,  Henry  W.  Rugo. 

May  God  bless  you.  Brother. 

R.-.  E.'.  Sir  Wiithrop  Messenger  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondent as  before. 


MONTANA— 1900. 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Great  Falls,  Septem- 
ber 17th.  There  were  in  attendance:  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Geo.  M.  Hays, 
Grand  Commander,  Sir  Edward  D.  Neil,  Grand  Recorder,  all  the  other 
Grand  Officers,  4  Past  Past  Grand  Commanders,  11  Past  Commanders, 
14  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  9  Subordinate  Comman- 
deries. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  epitome  of  the  events  of  a 
successful  iidministration.    We  excerpt  from  his  opening  : 

Permit  me  to  welcome  you  to  this,  our  Thirteenth  Annual  Conclave, 
and  express  the  sentiment  that  it  may  be  one  of  profit  and  benefit  in  our 
Templar  life ;  that  it  may  still  closer  unite  us  in  the  strong  bonds  of 
friendship,  renew  the  fire  of  brotherly  love  and  make  us  more  firm  in 
faith  of  our  blessed  Saviour. 

The  year  oast,  with  reference  to  our  official  acts,  has  been  a  short 
one  measured  oy  deeds  accomplished,  and  yet  again  it  has  been  so  long 
in  acts  undone. 

The  overshadowing  event  of  the  closing  Templar  year  has  been  the 
shocking  and  atrocious  murder  of  Christians  in  far  off  China,  actuated 
by  their  intense  hatred  of  the  missionaries,  imbued  with  a  malice 
toward  all  who  proclaim  their  faith  in  God,  with  imprecations  against 
the  thousands  of  true  men  and  women  who  uphold  tnat  faith,  enraged 
because  in  their  blindness  they  profess  that  by  reason  of  their  presence 
the  heavens  have  withheld  the  gentle  showers,  the  rain-clouds  come  not 
and  drouth  is  upon  their  land,  inciting  their  followers  to  bloodshed,  pro- 
claiming ^absolution  from  future  misfortunes"  to  those  who  gain  adher- 
ents to  ihei/  cause,  these  fanatics  have  slain  thousands  of  native  and  so- 
journing Christians,  causing  a  great  empire  to  totter  and  almost  fall. 


^ 
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This  brings  to  us  the  scenes  enacted  in  the  ages  past,  when  the 
Crusaders  took  up  the  sword  and  vowed  that  the  Holy  Sepulchre  at  Jeru- 
salem should  not  be  despoiled  by  the  hand  of  the  wandering  hordes  of 
Mohammet. 

In  this  time  of  peril  Knights  Templar  uphold  the  Christian  religion 
and  with  that  spirit  that  actuated  those  early  Knights  let  us  again  re- 
new our  vo^s  and  take  up  the  sword  if  needs  be  in  the  defense  of  our 
Srofession.  Let  us  by  example  and  by  our  purse,  extend  our  help  to 
hristians  everywhere  who  are  so  nobly  fighting  for  the  principles  as 
exemplified  in  the  life  of  our  risen  and  ascended  Saviour. 

We  are  not  of  those  who  have  unlimited  faith  in  the  Christian  char- 
acter of  many  of  the  missionaries  who  have  invaded  China  ostensibly  in 
the  interest  and  for  the  advancement  of  the  Gospel  in  that  far  away 
land.  We  have  an  abiding  faith,  however,  to  believe  that  those  of  them 
who  were  called  of  God  to  go  there  and  who  wont  and  worked  in 
the  Spirit  of  the  Master,  were  protected  by  His  power  and  are  safe  to- 
day. There  are  scores  of  so-called  missionarios  in  China  and  in  other 
heathen  lands  who  are  as  utterly  ignorant  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  our  Lord,  as  the  veriest  heathen  in  all  heathendom.  Men  and 
women  who  offered  themselves  for  this  work  simply  to  gratify  their 
taste  for  travel,  sightseeing  and  as  a  means  of  livelihood  without  manual 
labor.  Such  as  these,  being  self-called  and  without  a  personal  expe- 
rience of  the  Spirit  of  the  Master,  instead  of  winning  souls  have  stirred 
up  strife  and  are  the  real  instigators  and  cause  of  the  horrible  scenes 
that  have  occurred  since  last  June.  No  better  evidence  is  wanted  of  the 
utter  emptiness  of  these  people  for  the  work  they  essayed  to  perform, 
than  the  bloodthirstiness  eye  for  eye,  tooth  for  tooth,  they  manifest  and 
demand  today.  Give  them  rein  and  they  would  depopulate  China  in  a 
spirit  of  revenge  as  entirely  at  variance  with  the  principles  of  the  Gos- 
pel and  the  gentle  Spirit  of  Our  Lord  as  it  is  possible  for  it  to  be.  Of 
course  there  are  exceptions.  Many  consecrated  men  and  women  are 
engaged  in  missionary  work  and  will  be  blest  and  protected  by  God 
Himself.  Like  a  great  many  "Sky  Pilots"  among  the  regular  clergy 
these  bloodthirsty  missionaries  lack  the  only  thing  that  commands  re- 
spect from  the  world,  civilized  or  heathen,  and  that  is  a  commission 
from  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  as  Ambassadors  of  Christ.  **Friend, 
How  camest  thou  in  hither,  not  having  on  a  wedding  garment  ?" 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  Pig  Tails  object  to  the  introduction  of  a 
civilization  and  a  religion  that  deals  in  Rot  Gut  whiskey,  treachery,  de- 
ceit and  devilment.  Well,  hardly  !  It  costs  about  $700  to  make  an 
alleged  Christian  of  a  real  Pig  Tail,  and  as  there  are  four  hundred  mil- 
lions of  them,  the  cost  will  be  considerable  and  it  will  take  some  time  to 
finish  the  job. 

It  is  singular  that  lots  of  Templars,  and  others,  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  '*Man  of  Sorrows"  looked  with  the  least  degree  of  approbation 
upon  the  means  and  methods  of  the  crusaders  and  the  earlier  Templars. 
The  Gospel  of  our  Lord  it>  diametrically  opposed  to  war,  bloodshed.; 
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cruelty  in  any  form,  hence  it  is  idle  to  suppose  that  His  blessing  will  at- 
tend such  means  as  these  for  the  propagation  of  His  religion,  which  is 
first  pure,  then  peaceable. 

Appropriate  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  merit  of  the  Knightly 
dead.  ^ 

His  dispensations  were  for  proper  purposes,  although  one  of  them 
allowed  one  of  his  Subordinate  Commanderies  to'act  as  a  mounted  escort 
''to  the  retiring  volunteers,  after  service  in  the  Philippines.'' 

He  recommended  the  purchase  of  a  hotel  in  Louisvile  for  Triennial 
purposes. 

His  visitations  were  general.  His  portrait  makf  s  a  handsome  front- 
ispiece to  the  pamphlet. 

Grand  Recorder  NeilVs  phiz  also  adorns  the  pamphlet.  We  say 
''adorns,"  because  that  is  the  proper  word.  He  is  not  a  ''pretty  man,'' 
but  he  is  an  exceptionally  handsome,  fine  and  good  looking  one.— - 

Proceedings  routine  aud  local.  Order  in  good  shape.  Total  mem- 
bership 426— a  gain  of  17. 

Correspondence  covers  88  pages,  digists  the  minutes  of  the  Templar 
Grands  as  only  its  author  can  do  it,  the  inimitable  Hedges — Past  Grand 
Commander.    We  copy  his  opening  chorus  : 

APPENDIX.      TEMPLAR  CORRESPONDENCE.     MONTANA,    1900. 

it  is  the  first  day  of  June,  1900,  that,  having  finished  labors  in  the 
quarries  of  Lodge  and  Chapter,  we  transfer  our  working- tools  to  the 
Temple.  The  sun  shines  just  as  bright  and  warm  as  if  the  moon  had  not 
recently  tried  to  eclipse  her  light.  Even  a  small  body  nearer  at  hand 
may  for  a  time  hide  larger  ones  at  a  greater  distance.  Such  is  life.  Lit- 
tle matters  consume  our  time  to  the  neglect  of  greater  ones  of  which  we 
catch  an  occasional  glimpse  and  promise  ourselves  to  consider  fully  at  a 
more  convenient  season.  Not  only  do  the  sun,  moon  and  earth  move 
uuconsciously  to  us,  but  human  affairs  are  moving  rapidly,  of  which  we 
have  a  lively  consciousness. 

Hardly  was  our  Spanish  War  ended  when  the  scene  of  conflict 
changed  to  South  Africa,  where  two  little  Boer  Republics,  with  a  total 
population  less  than  some  single  cities  of  England,  have  thrown  the  whole 
British  Empire  into  commotion  and  taxed  its  resources  vastly  more  than 
our  war  with  Spain.  If  our  sympathies  were  not  under  control  of  our 
convictions  they  would  go  forth  to  the  Boer  in  their  magnificent  suicidal 
fight  for  their  contracted  ideas  of  liberty.  Better  for  them,  much  better 
for  their  children,  infinitely  better  for  the  regeneration  of  Africa  and  the 
progress  of  the  world,  had  they  been  content  to  accept  the  liberty  which 
the  Gnglish  law  and  government  secures  to  all  under  its  sway.  News 
reached  us  but»yesterday  confirming  the  capture  of  Johannesburg  without 
injury  to  the  mines,  and  the  Boer  abandonment  of  their  capital.  We 
never  believed  the  stories  that  the  Boers  would  wreck  their  cities  and 
the  mines  and  bury  themselves  in  the  ruins.  Nor  do  we  believe  they  will 
turn  guerillas  and  continue  the  war  to  the  bitter  end.  Their  kindred  in 
other  colonies  of  South  Africa  are  prosperous  and  fairly  contented,  and 
80  may  they  be  Their  kindred  that  settled  America  have  universally 
prospered  and  it  the  Boers  should  wish  to  leave  Africa  altogether  Amer- 
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ica  will  give  them  weloomei  though  we  can  promifie  them  no  more  liberty 
than  they  will  find  under  the  mild  rule  pf  the  Britidi  Queen.  Tem^lan 
will  find  much  to  admire  in  the  chivalry  and  humanity  diBplMraNl  during 
this  war  It  is  Christian  and  modern  civilization,  liberty  and  et^ic8»  in 
contradistinction  from  the  Old  Testament  standards  upon  which  the 
Puritaif  and  Boer  built,  to  which  Templarism  is  devoted.  As  in  our  late 
war,  so  in  this  still  later  one  there  has  been  to  extinction  but  a  great  ex- 
tension of  liberty  of  conscience  and  freedom  of  worship  and  security  of 
personal  liberty. 

What  is  being  done  in  the  separate  Templar  fields  we  can  tell  better 
when  we  have  looked  through  the  considerable  array  of  Templar  Pro- 
ceedings now  iuviting  attention. 

Our  Brother  seems  to  be  a  little  **off  color"  in  his  prophetic  vision 
touching  affairs  in  South  Africa  as  things  look  today  (January  4th,  1901.) 
It  looks  now  very  much  like  the  end  is  not  yet.  We  feel  very  kindly 
towards  John  Bull  but  can't  help  but  think  that  his  course  in  this  Boer 
war  waTcoDceived  in  greed  and  brought  forth  in  wickedness. 

Our  Brother  Cornelius  devotes  four  pages  to  our  pamphlet  for  1d99 
and  1900  and  is  exceedingly  flattering  in  his  reference  to  Brothers  Speed, 
Cobb,  Savery,  et  als,  fo*  all  of  which  we  are  grateful  and  would  like  to 
copy  it  all  if  we  had  time  and  space. 

Montana  reached  us  after  our  report  had  been  closed  and  sent  to  the 
printer,  but  we  love  our  good  friend  so  well  that  wo  will  do  our  best  to 
get  this  hurried  review  in  the  current  issue. 

R.-.  E.-.  Sir  James  H.  Monteath  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondent as  before. 


NEW   YORK-1899. 

This  is  the  second  time  we  have  written  a  review  of  New  York  for 
189^.  After  the  close  of  Grand  Commandery  we  secured  a  copy  of  the 
pamphlet,  wrote  the  review  and  sent  it  to  Bro.  Power  months  before  the 
proceedings  were  published  and  aslred  him,  particularly,  because  I  have 
the  honor  to  be  the  Representative  of  New  York  near  our  Grand  Body, 
to  include  it  in  my  report,  which  he  failed  to  do,  no  doubt  on  account  of 
a  multiplicity  of  cares  and  work.  We  make  this  statement,  not  because 
ve  are  disposed  to  find  fault  with  our  old,  old  friend,  but  to  show  our 
good  brethren  of  New  York  that  there  was  no  intent  on  our  part  of  any 
one  to  neglect  them.  As  the  proceedings  have  now  become  ancient  his- 
tory and  as  we  shall  probably  receive  those  of  the  current  year  before 
this  report  goes  in,  we  shall  be  somewhat  brief. 

The  86th  Annuul  was  held  in  the  city  of  Syracuse  September  26th. 
There  were  present:  R.*.  £.'.  George  Nicholson,  Grand  Commander; 
E. ' .  Sir  John  Shafer,  Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  balance  of  the  staff,  12 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  a  multitude  of  Past  Commanders,  and  repre- 
sentatives from  58  Subordinate  Command  eries. 
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The  addres.^  of  the  Grand  C jmmander  is  an  exhaustive  resunie  of  a 
most  successful  administration.  He  made  quite  a  number  of  visitations  ; 
granted  a  lot  of  dispensations,  some  of  them  allowing  Subordinacos  to  be 
religious  in  imiform  and  with  swords,  which  seems  to  be  the  correct 
thing,  as  the  world  wags. 

He  gives  a  list  of  Grand  Representatives  to  and  from  New  York,  in 
the  latter  of  which  we  do  not  find  Mississippi,  why  we  do  not  know.  He 
closes  as  follows : 

Permit  me  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  honor  bestowed.  I 
also  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  my  associate  ofiQcers  and  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Grand  Body  for  the  many  acts  of  Knightly  courtesy  and 
kindness  received  at  their  hands,  and  especially  do  I  thank  our  Grand 
Rdoorder,  who  has  ever  been  willing  and  ready  to  assist  me  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  duties. 

Accord  to  my  successor,  whom  you  will  this  day  elect,  the  same 
kindly  feeling  which  you  have  given  me ;  make  him  feel  that  he  has 
your  confidence  and  support. 

And,  now.  Sir  Knights,  one  request  more,  and  that  is 

**When  the  golden  sun  is  settinc^. 

And  your  mind  from  care  is  free  ; 
When  of  others  you  are  thinking. 
Will  you  sometimes  think  of  me  ?" 

The  proceedings  were  mostly  routine  and  local.  The  Grand  Re- 
corder's report  is  a  mine  of  information,  the  preparation  of  which  must 
have  been  extremely  laborious  and  painstaking.  We  copy  a  small  part 
only: 

Four  smallest  Commanderies: 

Jerusalem,  No.  17 45 

Crusader,  No.  56 48 

Marble  City,  No.  63 52 

Yonkers,  No.  47 60 

205 

Average  membership  58  Commanderies 204 

Number  of  enrolled  Commanderies 64 

Number  of  extinct  Commanderies 6 

Number  of  working  Commanderies 58 

Commanderies  making  returns 58 

Number  of  Commanderies  represented  at  this  Conclave 57 

Membership  reported  1897-98 11,670 

Knights  Templar  created  1898-99 695 

Knights  Templar  affiliated  1898-99 69 

Knights  Templar  reinstated  1898-99 71 

12,505 

Knights  Templar  dimitted  1898-99 126 

Knights  Templar  dropped  from  roll  1898-99 15 

Knights  Templar  D.  N.  P.  D.  1898-99 325 

Kiiights  Templar  suspended  1898-99. 1 

Knights  Templar  expelled  1898-99 2 

Knights  Templar  died  1898-99 192 

661 
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Present  membership. 11,844 

Net  fifain  18»8-1809 174 

The  loss  from  N.  P.  D.  and  deaths  has  been  above  the  aver- 
age : 

N.  P.  D 325 

Died 192 

617 


56  Commanderies  report  work. 
2  Commanderies  report  no  work. 

Commandery   showing   largest  gain  in    membership,  Monroe, 

No.  12 47 

Washington,  No.  33,  reports  Sir  Knights  created  51 

Monroe,  No.  12,  reports  Sir  Knights  created     ^46 

Central  City,  No.  25,  reports  Sir  Knights  created '46 

Clinton,  No.  14,  reports  Sir  Knights  created  36 

Apollo,  No.  15,  reports  16  deaths. 
8  Commanderies  report  no  deaths. 
36  Commanderies  report  members  D.  N.  P.  D. 

82  Commanderies  show  a  gain  of  325 

20  Commanderies  show  a  loss  of 151 

Net  gain 174 

6  Commmanderles  show  same  membership. 

58  Commanderies. 

Grand  Treasurer's  account  shows  a  cash  balance  of  $7,905.05.  An 
eloquent  and  extended  report  on  Necrology  was  presented  by  the  Grand 
Prelate,  Rev.  Bro.  Cornelius  L.  Twing  who  closed  the  reading  with  the 
following 

PRAYER : 

Most  Merciful  Father,  who  hath  been  pleased  to  take  unto  Thyself 
the  souls  of  our  departed  brethren,  graat  to  us  who  are  still  in  our  pil- 
grimage, and  who  walk  as  yet  by  faith,  that  having  serve  1  Thee  with 
constancy  on  earth,  we  may  be  found  hereafter  with  Thy  Saints  in  glory 
everlasting.    Amen. 

A  group  picture  of  Past  Grand  Commanders  present  and  a  portrait 
of  the  R.'.  E.'.  embellish  the  pamphlet.  All  ^rand  men  on  the  faces  of 
whom  God  has  indicated  that  fact. 

The  following  note  by  the  Grand  Recorder  explains  itself,  or  what 
follows  the  note  does,  all  of  which  we  quote  : 

PAST  GRAND    COMMANDERS'    ASSOCIATION. 

A  few  years  ago  some  of  the  Past  Grand  Commanders  thought  they 
were  not  ready  to  pass  out  and  be  only  shelved  had-beens;  so  they 
formed  an  association  and  keep  themselves  young  narrating  what  they 
did  when  they  were  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commanders  They  are  a  tower  of 
strength  to  the  Grand  Commander  ;  he  need  have  no  fear  with  them  for 
counselors.    Our  Past  Grand  Commanders  have  wisely  ooncLuded  to  re- 
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main  in  the  fore-front  of  the  conflict  for  the  good  of  the  Order  and 
themselves.  While  the  Grand  Recorder  will  never  be  eligible  for  mem- 
bership he  is  proud  to  feel  that  he  has  their  confidence  and  the  priceless 
boon  of  their  friendship.  They  hold  up  to  the  aspirant  for  promotion  in 
the  Grand  Commandery  line  an  example  of  emulation  worthy  of  his  best 
efforts,  and  the  Grand  Commandery  demands  his  best  before  he  can  be 
eligible. 

G.  R. 

A  pleasant  feature  of  the  Conclave  was  the  fact  that  there  were 
present  no  less  than  twelve  Past  Grand  Commanders,  ever  ready  to  per- 
form any  duties  allotted  to  /them  notwithstanding  they  had  given  many 
years  of  their  best  efforts  in  behalf  of  Templari&m. 

The  beautiful  words  of  one  of  their  number  addressed  to  the  retiring 
Grand  Commander  when  he  joined  their  ranks  as  a  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander near  the  close  of  the  Conclave,  will  ever  be  cherished  by  those 
who  heard  them. 

SIR  ARTHUR  M*ARTHUR  ADDRESSING  SIR  GEO.  NICHOLSON. 

Eight  Eminent  Sir— As  the  next  oldest  in  the  line  of  Past  Right  Em- 
inent Grand  Commanders  of  this  State,  I  have  been  delegated  by  the  Sir 
Knights  of  the  Past  Grand  Commanders'  Association  to  escort  you  from 
the  position  you  have  just  vacated,  full  of  honor  and  glory,  resplendent 
with  the  good  deeds  that  you  have  performed,  to  the  place  of  honor  in 
this  Association— at  the  foot  of  the  line.  From  the  head  of  one  of  the 
greatest  institutions  of  fraternal  organizations  in  the  world  you  take 
vour  place  at  the  foot  of  a  gathering  of  those  who  have  gone  this  way 
before  you.  to  each  one  of  t^ese  venerable  faces  whose  brows  are  aged 
with  care  and  whose  locks  are  hoary  with  the  winter  of  many  years  of 
well  spent  duties  has  come  the  adulation  that  has  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  chair  that  you  have  just  vacated.  To  them  has  come  also  the 
sorrow  of  laying  down  the  emblem  of  authority,  ana  of  leaving  the 
active  duties  of  caring  for  the  welfare  of  Templarism  in  this  State.  To 
them  has  come  the  laurel  wreath  of  praise  for  doing  well  that  which 
came  to  them  in  the  line  of  duty,  and  when  their  time  came  for  leaving, 
to  be  put  aside  for  some  other  hero  who  listened  to  the  words  :  **The 
King  is  dead — long  live  the  King !"  As  a  consolation  for  the  privilege 
of  standing  aside  and  looking  on  while  others  rule,  this  Association  of 
Past  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commanders  o(  the  State  of  New  York  has 
been  formed.  A  consolation  prize.  A  mutual  admiration  society 
wherein  the  old  fellows  that  have  passed  out  of  active  duties  may  gather 
together  and  tell  each  other  how  well  they  did  the  work  of  governing 
the  Knights  Templar  of  this  great  Empire  State. 

To  me  also  has  been  afforded  the  greatest  of  pleasure  in  conducting 
you  down  by  these  venerable  faces,  to  be  the  medium  of  conveying  to 
you  the  well  wishes  of  the  fratres  of  this  Association,  who  have  watched 
you  in  your  proceedings  along  the  line  from  Grand  Warder  to  Right 
Eminent  Grand  Commander,  and  who  have  from  time  to  time  sought  to 
guide  you  from  their  experience  with  words  of  wisdom,  and  who  have 
now  crowned  you  with  their  commendation  by  making  you  one  of  them. 
As  you  pass  down  along  the  line  of  these  venerable  and  dignified  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Past  Grand  Commanders'  Association  of  the  State  of 
New' York  you  do  it  as  one  who,  through  love  of  duty,  wins  the  honor 
and  respect  of  his  associates  and  to  whom  in  turn,  like  all  the  rest  of 
those  in  this  line  that  you  see,  has  come  the  pleasure  and  the  pain  of 
laying  aside  the  badge  of  office.    In  the  future  the  good  work  that  has 
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smoothed  vour  pathway  through  the  various  duties  of  the  past  will  re- 
solve itself  into  reminisceuses  that  will  bloom  to  brighten  man^  a  hap- 
pier day.  Is  the  name  of  the  Past  Grand  Commanders'  Association  of 
the  Btate  of  New  York  I  welcome  you  to  its  membershp. 

We  include  with  these  Proceedings  a  photograph  of  the  Past  Grand 
Commanders  who  were  present. 

We  think  the  idea  an  admirable  one. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Is  the  production  of  our  courtly  Brother  Jesse  B.  Anthony,  and,  like 
its  predecessors  from  the  same  distinguished  source,  is  an  excellent  one. 
Forty  Templar  legislatures  are  looked  after  in  this  paper  of  100  pages, 
including  ours  for  1898. 

We  note  that  he  takes  up  the  cudgel  in  defense  of  our  indignant 
friend  Belden,  of  Arizona,  of  whom  he  says  :  **We  deem  it  but  an  act  of 
justice  that  the  following  explanation  of  an  uncalled  for  criticism 
should  be  presented  in  full :" 

We  have  carefully  examined  the  explanation  in  question,  and  find 
that  it  amounts  to  but  very  little  in  the  direction  intended,  is  not  an 
'^explanation"  but  a  very  lame  defense  in  which  some  insipid  nonsense  is 
indugled  in  about  the  *  Sacred  hillsides  of  Jerusalem,"  ^'Gethsemane"  the 
wine  episode  at  **Cana  of  Gallilee,"  the  '^Last  Supper,-'  etc.,  all  to  prove 
that  there  was  something  remarkable  and  nothing  wrong  in  Templars 
guzzling  modern  wine  from  Palestine.  No  man  of  ordinary  intelligence, 
who  loves  our  Lord  and^understands  His  mission  on  earth  will  believe, 
for  a  moment  that  the  wine  made  by  Him  at  Cana  contained  sufficient 
alcohol  to  make  a  beast  of  a  man,  that  is,  make  him  drunk,  if  he  had 
drunk  a  barrel  of  it  and  all  this  reference  to  scenes  in  the  life  of  Christ 
with  a  view  to  justify  the  tippling  propensities  of  modern  alleged  Christ- 
ians is  simply  monumental  in  its  utter  absurdity.  We  repeat  that  a 
drunk,  produced  by  wine  from  Jerusalem,  pressed  from  grapes  grown  on 
the  sloping  &ides  of  Calvary,  is  just  as  beastly  and  'just  as  hateful  in  the 
sight  of  God  as  though  it  had  been  manufactured  in  and  brought  from 
infidel  and  atheistic  France.  If  you  wish  to  be  wine  bibbers  it  is 
your  prerogative,  but  for  heaven's  sake  don't  try  to  mix  alcohol  and  god- 
liness. You  can't  do  it.  Suppose  Belden  had  taken  too  much  of  his  im- 
ported tangle  foot  and  death  had  taken  him  before  the  bar  of  God,  do 
you  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  he  would  have  called  the  attention  of  tl:  e 
Judge  to  the  fact  that  he  bad  got  drunk  on  Palestine  wine?  Well, 
hardly.  The  Book  says :  **No  drunkard  shall  inherit  eternal  life,"  and 
there  is  no  exemption  from  this  decree  on  account  of  any  particular 
vintage  having  produced  the  drunk.  We  are  not  disposed  to  be 
harsh  or  unkind,  nor  do  we  propose  to  admit  that  a  man  can  have  the 
love  of  God  in  his  heart  and  alcohol  in  his  stomach  at  one  and  the  same 
time.  If  h  man  wants  to  indulge  in  wine  or  other  strong  drinks^  let  him 
do  it,  but  not  at  the  same  time  profess  to  be  a  Christian.    It  won't  work. 
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Our  brother's  review  of  our  pamphlet  is  very  full  and  fraternal ;  he 
quotes  the  Law  Report  with  the  following  preface : 

The  Committee  on  Temj^ar  Law  had  but  one  question  submitted  to 
the  past  year  for  decision.  We  present  their  report  in  full,  and  desire 
to  say  that  if  a  Sir  Knight  has  not  decision  enough  to  vote  for  a  buitable 
person  for  office  his  presence  within  the  Asylum  should  count  for  just  as 
much  as  a  blank  ballot.    We  do  not  think  dummies  are  of  any  use  : 

In  which  we  concur.  He  honors  this  committee  by  sundry  extracts 
from  our  report,  some  of  them  approvingly,  which  is  very  gratifying. 
We  copy: 

In  his  view  of  California  it  would  appear  that  our  frater  had  a  rule 
of  his  own  for  detet*mining  the  obligatiou  of  law,  and  hence  we  are  led  to 
inquire  w^orein  the  necessity  of  having  any  Constitution  or  Code  ?  We 
hardly  think  he  is  prepared  to  say  that  each  Sir  Knight  shall  do  as  he 
pleases  in  matters  of  this  character,  although  such  would  appear  to  be 
his  pei*8onal  determination. 

We  are  under  the  impression  that  should  the  Grand  Commander  of 
Mississippi  desire  to  maintain  its  stand insr  as  a  Templar  Grand  Body,  it 
must  (conform  in  its  usage  strictly  to  the  supreme  law  of  the  Grand 
Encampment.  Otherwise  we  opine  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Missis- 
sippi would  not  continue  long  as  a  subordinate  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment. 

Might  we  inquire  what  is  the  difference  between  an  oath  and  a  vow  ? 
The  distinction  to  us  is  not  apparent.  We  think  our  frater  will  have  to 
revise  his  order. 

Since  the  Grand  Encampment  did  something  practical,  no  matter 
whether  right  or  wrong — no  one  is  free  from  a  tendency  to  make  mis- 
takes—we are  disposed  to  give  it  our  loyal  support,  doing  our  best  to 
bring  about  a  correction  of  any  errors  of  judgment  into  which  it  may 
fall,  and  let  the  matter  rest  tHere.  We,  also,  are  a  believer  in  depend- 
ent membership,  if  for  no  other  reason  in  the  interest  of  the  Blue  Lodge 
and  Chapter,  but  there  are  lots  of  Templars,  as  sensible  as  are  we,  if 
that  is  possible,  who  do  not,  hence  times  will  be  lively  at  Louisville,  we 
expect. 

No  doubt  we  made  a  mistake.  Brother  A.,  about  that  decision  and  we 
take  it  all  back.  If  our  brother  is  not  a  Past  Grand  Commander,  New 
York  has  failed,  signally  failed,  to  discharge  a  plain  duty.  Correct 
your  error,  brethren.  Brother  A.,  gets  up  one  of  the  all-roucd  best 
reports  that  come  to  us.  We  only  wish  we  could  do  as  well.  We  would 
like  to  devote  more  space  to  New  York,  but  must  forbear. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Chas.  E.  Ide  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 


NEW    JERSEY— 190  0. 

The  42d  Annual  was  held  in  the  City  of  Trenton,  May  18th.  There 
were  in  attendance :  R.*.  E.*.  Peter  McGill,  G.  C;  Sir  Chas.  Bechtel, 
Grand  Recorder ;  the  balance  of  the  staff  except  the  Senior  Warden,  17 
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Past  Grand  Commanders,  a  lot  of  Past  Commanders  and  representatives 
from  J  5  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  is  an  admirable  paper.    The  R. '.  E. '.  opens  as  follows  : 

The  pendulum  of  the  clock  of  time  has  swung  once  a^ain  ;  one  more 
atom  of  eternity  has  been  told  off ;  one  more  year  has  vanished,  never  to 
return ;  another  century  has  nearly  passed,  and  now  in  its  twilight,  I 
welcome  you  to  the  forty-second  annual  conclave  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery.  I  welcome  first,  those  whose  heads  are  crowned  with  tire  sil- 
ver glory  of  age  and  wisdom ;  whose  acts  have  made  this  Grand  Body 
what  it  is,  and  have  placed  it  high  up  on  the  register  of  the  J  urisdictions 
of  this  country ;  and  next,  those  in  the  prime  and  pride  of  strong  and 
earnest  manhood,  who  will  carry  its  work  on  to  greater  glories  lonsr  after 
our  venerable /ra()'ej9  shall  have  gone  to  their  eternal  rewards.  And  I 
give  it  to  you  now  strictly  in  charp^e  to  see  that  you  allow  no  blemish  to 
rest  even  for  an  instant  on  the  brilliant  escutcheon  of  our  Grand  Com- 
mandery. 

The  nineteenth  century  with  all  its  record  of  glory,  unsurpassed  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close ;  her  triumphs  in 
science,  art,  literature,  advancement  and  civilization,  mark  her  course 
through  the  ages,  and  will  live  on,  and  on,  long  after  future  years  and 
wiser  generations  shall  eclipse  them.  That  they  will  be  surpassed,  none 
can  doubt ;  for  as  the  steam  engine  and  the  electric  motor  have  relegated 
to  the  rear  their  simpler  and  less  powerful  opponents  in  the  field  of 
mechanics  ;  as  the  powerful  arc  light  has  drowned  in  its  brilliancy  the 
rays  of  the  earlier  methods  of  illumination,  so  will  the  discoveries  and 
improvements  of  the  future,  consign  to  the  realm  of  the  unused  the 
methods  of  the  present. 

Day  by  day,  and  year  by  year,  we  as  a  people  have  been  marching 
on  in  the  path  of  growth  and  civilization,  until  today  we  are  the  peer  of 
most  in  influence  and  power,  and  the  equals  of  all.  The  noble  Order  of 
which  we  are  proud  to  be  an  integral  part,  has  marched  pari  passu  with 
her.  Established  in  the  early  part  of  the  century,  born  amid  the  sur- 
roundings of  hatred,  envy  and  ignorance,  it  has  grown  from  a  handful 
of  able  and  devoted  men  to  a  multitude.  Today  it  numbers  among  its 
members,  thousands  of  the  brightest,  ablest,  and  best  citizens  of  the 
land.  They  have  filled  and  filled  well  every  station  in  the  realms  of  art, 
science,  politics,  and  the  learned  professions,  its  sons  have  led  their 
forces  to  victory  on  land  and  sea,  and  their  acts  of  bravery  have  decor- 
ated the  country  with  new  glories,  and  carried  liberty  and  enlighten- 
ment to  benighted  and  enslaved  peoples.  And  it  is  meet  and  proper  that 
we  now  publicly  return  thanks  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  that  He  has  so 
blessed  and  prospered  us  in  the  past,  and  at  the  same  time  offer  up  our 
supplication  tbat  the  same  mercies  may  be  granted  us  in  the  future. 

Appropriate  tribute  is  paid  to  the  courteous  dead.  New  Jersey  lost 
but  two  of  its  members. 

"The  year's  growth  has  not  been  large  but  it  is  very  satisfactory." 
**Nine  Commanderies  report  gains,  six  lapses,  and  one  no  change."  He 
issued  seven  dispensations,  all  for  legitimate  purposes. 

The  proceedings  were  of  local  interest  only.  The  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  Body  is  good.    Total  membership  not  given. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Covers  an  even  hundred  pages,  digests  the  proceedings  of  43  Templar 
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le^^islatures,  Mississippi  for  1899  included,  and  is  the  finished  work  of 
G.  C.  Peter  McGill. 

Under  Arizona  we  find  this : 

He  says  of  our  idea  of  this  question :  **He  wants  modified  jurisdic- 
tion, thinking  that  about  five  years  ought  to  remodel  a  man  sufiiciently." 
Head  us  again,  Frater  Belden,  and  see  if  we  said  just  that  we  used  reform- 
ation, **not  remodeling.'*  Nothing  but  a  new  physical  birth,  and  from 
entirely  different  stock,  would  **remodel"  some  men  we  know.  It  isn't 
*'in  the  wood." 

We  are  in  hearty  accord  with  the  last  sentence.  Our  brothers  at- 
tention to  Mississippi  is  quite  full  and  fraternal.  He  has  these  remarks 
anent  the  law  report : 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  made  an  extended  report  in  answer 
to  the  question,  whether  a  petition  for  the  Orders  can,  with  the  aid  of  a 
special  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Commander,  be  presented  and 
acted  upon  at  a  Special  Conclave  of  a  Commandery.  The  answer  of 
course  is  **No."  An  extended  opinion  follows^  in  which  appears  the 
remark  of  the  Irish  Barrister,  ^^An'  sure  I  would  like  to  argue  it  on 
either  side  for  five  hundred  pound."  It  seems  as  if  there  was  some  am- 
biguity in  the  law  of  Mississippi  on  this  subject.  The  clause  referred  to 
says,  a  petition  can  only  be  re.  eived  at  Stated  Conclaves,  and  must  lay 
over  for  a  month  before  balloting^  thereon,  unless  by  special  'dispensa- 
tion from  the  Grand  Commander. 

Our  brother  is  in  error  as  to  the  names  of  the  two  new  Command- 
eries.  Dewey  and  Lee  were  the  original  cogmomens,  but  it  was  suggested 
that  to  name  Commanderies  after  living  men,  for  reasons  patent  to  the 
most  obtuse  intelligence,  the  names  were  changed  to  West  Point  and 
Hattiesburg  respectively.  Dewey  and  Lee  are  both 'human,  and  human- 
ity is  frail  and  may  go  astray,  hence  it  is  always  better  to  be  on  the  safe 
side.    Of  this  committee's  effort  he  says: 

If  our  good  Frater  DeLap  had  been  as  rushed  as  the  Grand  Com- 
mander, and  had  forgotten  to  hand  in  his  report  on  Correspondence, 
the  volume  would  inaeed  have  suffered.  Frater  DeLap  however,  had 
his  gray  matter  with  him,  both  in  writing  and  delivering  it.  One  hun- 
dred and  sixt<^en  pages  of  well  written  subject  matter,  in  which  he 
pays  his  respects  to  thirty-nine  Jurisdictions  in  his  usual  vigorous  style. 
We  draw  from  a  perusal  of  this  paper  that  while  satisfied  with  the 
work  done  by  the  Grand  Encampment  at  its  last  Conclave,  he  is  not 
sure  whether  the  ^ame  work  will  not  be  undone  at  the  next  one.  We 
do  not  share  this  uncertainty ;  we  are  positive  that  some  radical 
changes  will  be  proposed,  if  not  made.  We  knew  it  was  a  question  of 
a  very  short  time  when  some  aggrieved  Frater  would  protest  vigorously 
against  a  law  that  could  be  interpreted  in  but  one  way.  We  felt  that 
the  very  ones  who  approved  and  applauded  the  law  of  enforced  affilia- 
tion in  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  would  find  it  a  double-edged  weapon 
cutting  the  onos  they  wanted  it  to  cut,  but  at  the  same  time  wounding 
more  severely  those  for  whom  they  had  some  feeling.  The  recent 
decisions  of  The  Grand  Master  have  brought  the  matter  to  a  focus, 
and  we  are  certain  that  from  all  parts  of  the  country  a  most  vigorous 
and  probably  a  most  successful  effort  to  repeal  this,  to  us,  most  obnox- 
ious and  unmasonic  legislation.  We  kqow  we  lay  ourselves  open  to 
criticism  for  the  position  we  take  in  the  matter,  but  we  are  honest  in  our 

0-6 


66  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

objection.  We  do  not  and  never  did  believe  in  a  aelflsh  oonstitutional 
bolstering  up  of  any  cause  at  the  expense  of  individual  rights  and  privi- 
leges.    We  do  not  oelieve  in  punishment  where  there  is  no  offense. 

But  this  digression  is  perhaps  out  of  place  here.  We  started  to 
say  what  we  thought  of  Frater  Delap's  work ;  it*s  spicy  as  usual ;  handles 
without  gloves  whatever  offers  a  chance.  He  is  not  altogether  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  tendency  to  restrict  Knights  Templar  from  assisting 
others  for  charitv  sake,  even  though  the  occasions  are  not  strictly  Ma- 
sonic, in  which  his  large  heartedness  and  generosity  is  right ;  but,  Fra- 
ter DeLap,  the  week  will  have  to  have  more  than  "three  Thursdays  in 
it."  When  this  tendency  to  do  good  in  a  good  cause  will  be  generally 
permitted. 

In  his  conclusion  he  intimates,  among  other  things,  that  as  the  ex- 
citing topics  of  non-affiliation,  dependent  membership  and  others  having 
been  settled  there  is  no  longer  need  of  Correspondence  Committees.  Of 
course  we  do  not  concur.  Our  Brother  Peter  gets  up  a  good  report  and 
to  discontinue  it  would  be  the  heigth  of  bad  judgment. 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Wm.  B.  Pugh  is  Grand  Commander;  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  of  yore. 


NORTH    CAROLINA— 1900. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  was  held  at  Charlotte,  June  13th.  There 
were  present :  R.'.  K.\  W.  E.  Storm,  Grand  Commander,  E.*.  SirH. 
H.  Munson,  Grand  Recorder,  8  Past  Grand  Commanders  and  Represent- 
atives from  9  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address,  though  short,  is  a  well  writt'  n  resume  of  a  successful 
though  somewhat  uneventful  administration.  We  copy  a  part  of  his 
opening  chorus : 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
North  Carolina  is  assembled,  and  we  are  here  to  consider  the  lessons  of 
the  past  and  provide  for  the  future  of  our  Order.  The  date  of  this  Con- 
clave marks  the  end  of  the  first  half  of  the  closing  year  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  Standing  at  this  point  of  time  and  looking  back  over 
the  past  years  of  the  century  fast  passing  away,  what  a  magnificent  pic- 
ture of  unprecedented  advancement  and  progress  in  art,  scieace,  and 
civilization  is  presented — startling  in  its  grandeur  and  splendor.  And 
as  we  extend  the  line  of  sight  further  down  the  corridors  of  Time,  illu- 
mined by  the  light  of  history,  we  see  that  it  is  due  to  the  Crusaders.  It 
was  the  Crusaders  who  brought  back  from  the  iCast  its  rich  stores  of 
learning  and  civilization,  disseminated  them  over  the  dark  places  of  the 
western  world,  and  started  in  motion  that  tremendous  wave  of  progress 
that  still  rolls  and  will  forever  roll  till  time  shall  be  no  more. 

Prominent  in  the  Crusades  were  the  Knights  Templar,  which  order 
we  have  made  the  foundation  and  from  which  we  have  derived  the  prin- 
cipleb  of  modern  Knighthood — our  valiant  and  magnanimous  Order. 

We  are  inclined  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  our  Brother's  vision, 
where  he  sees  that  the  "unprecedented  advancement,  etc.,*'  of  the  nine- 
teenth centuiy  is  due,  in  any  large  degree,  if  at  all,  to  the  Crusaders. 
However,  if  it  makes  him  any  happier  to  think  that  we  are  indebted  for 
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our  civilization  to  Peter  the  Hermit,  et  als,  we  shall  not  object,  although 
we  do  not  concur. 

His  dispf^nsations  were  for  legitimate  ends. 

He  made  but  one  decision,  as  follows  : 

Query :  Should  an  Eminent  Commander  refuse  to  hold  a  regular 
Conclave  for  the  reason  that  the  Sir  Knights  were  not  in  uniform  ? 

Answer :  It  is  our  opinion  that  if  the  by-laws  of  this  Commandery 
were  silent  on  the  subject  of  uniforms,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Eminent 
Commander  to  hold  the  regular  Conclave. 

Refer  to  Title  52,  Section  3,  Statutes  of  Grand  Encampment. 

Ii  is  our  opinion  that  the  Eminent  Commander  in  this  case  should 
have  been  **sot*'  on  and  sent  to  a  lunatic  asylum.  He  closes  with  a  high 
and  eloquent  tribute  to  the  religion  of  the  Cross  and  the  **Spirit  of  Tem- 
plarism,"  which  does  honor  to  his  head  and  heart. 

The  proceedings  were  devoid  of  interest  to  outsiders,  in  the  main. 
The  treasury  is  in  good  shape.  Order  in  fairly  good  condition.  Total 
membership  400— a  gain  of  6,  which  doesn't  gee-haw  with  Grand  Re- 
<5order's  report  by  one. 

OORRESPONDBN  CB 

Covers  103  pages,  considers  the  proceedings  of  nearly  all  the  Temp- 
lar Grands,  including  our's  for  1899,  and  is  the  work  of  our  old  and 
talented  friend,  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  John  C.  Chase.    He  opens  as  follows : 

Notwithstanding  our  farewell  announcement  of  last  year,  we  are 
still  in  the  harness,  and  our  seventh  report  is  presented  for  your  con- 
eideratloQ.  The  proceedings  reviewed  appear  in  alphabetical  order  and 
we  trust  that  every  Jurisdiction  will  be  represented  when  the  last  pages 
are  sent  to  the  printer,  although  at  this  writing  there  are  few  that  have 
not  put  iu  an  appearance. 

We  are  glad  our  brother  was  whipped  back  into  the  traces  and  hope 
that  he  won't  kick  out  of  them  again.  Bro.  Chase's  review  of  our 
X>amphlet  is,  as  usual,  kind,  courteous  and  brotherly.  He  quotes  a  part 
of  the  law  report  and  remarks : 

Although  the  report  is  fathered  by  Sir  Frederic  Speed  we  are  obliged 
to  dissent  from  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  concluding  portion,  believ- 
ing that  it  would  be  a  too  radical  change  from  the  present  procedure, 
which  does  not  always  keep  out  those  who  are  unfit. 

His  attention  to  our  fulmination  of  last  year  is  flattering.  He  says 
of  our  remarks  about  large  increase  of  membership — drones  and  Temp- 
lar dudes:  * 'His  reasoning  may  be  ail  right  as  a  glittering  generality, 
but  it  is  *way  off '  in  this  particular  instance."  Will  Bro.  John  tell  us 
how  and  why  ?  We  are  much  afraid  our  brother  will  not  see  us  at  Louis- 
vilie,  even  if  we  succeed  in  getting  our  passions  in  complete  subjection : 

We  find  the  following  under  Texas  : 

In  reply  to  Frater  Rugg's  inadvertent  mention  that  their  acting 
Grand  Prelate  was  not  a  clergyman,  he  has  the  following  : 

**There  is  a  *good  one'  on  Sir  Knight  Carter,  who,  from  his  appar- 
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ently  frank  and  open  countenance,  his  sympathetic  manner  and  th9 
merry  twinkle  of  his  eye,  no  one  would  ever  suspect  of  bein^  an  impos-- 
ter.  And  yet  for  the  last  score  of  years,  or  nearly  so,  he  has  been  bap- 
tizing the  babies,  marrying  the  lovers,  visiting  the  sick,  burying  the 
dead,  praying  for  the  sinners  and  preaching  to  everybody  who  would 
f  come  to  hear  him^    And  now  comes  our  gocid  brother  *down  east'  whO' 

I  everybody  knows  is,  as  Sam  Weller  wouJd  say,  clergyman  as  is  a  clergy- 

man, and  says  that  Sir  Knght  Carter  is  not  a  clergyman." 

We  mfght  inquire  if  '^baptizing  the  babies^  in  Texas  is  precedent  to 
"marrying  the  lovers,''  but  ire  inclined  to  think  that  Frater  Elgin,  in 
his  hurry  to  resent  the  imputation  on  Sir  Knight  Carter,  was  a  little 
careless  in  the  arrangement  of  his  specifications. 

Bro.  Chase  gets  up  one  of  the  best  reports  that  we  see,  but  it  is  difB' 
cult  to  appropriate  him  without  including  too  much  extraneous  matter. 
We  copy  his  conclusion,  which  is  short  and  sweet : 

CONCLUSION. 

The  customary  hackneyed  expression  about  the  end  being  reached 
and  the  resulting  feeling  of  relief  is  now  in  order,  but  we  will  forego  it. 

We  regret  tbat  WvOming  is  missing  from  the  list  and  we  have  waited 
until  tbe  last  minute,  hoping  that  the  only  delinquent  would  put  in  an 
appearance.  Apparently  the^  struck  twelve  last  year  in  getting  out- 
their  proceedings  and  are  taking  it  a  little  more  leisurely  this  time. 

We  are  not  making  any  farewell  announcement  this  year,  and  if  this 
should  be  our  final  appearance  as  Correspondent,  our  last  year's  leave 
taking  may  be  considered  as  set  forward  to  the  present  time.  Pox 
vohiscam, 

R.-.  E.-.  Sir  Wm.  F.  Randolph  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondent as  before. 


NEBRASKA— 1900. 

The  Twenty-eighth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Lincoln,  April 
20th.  Present:  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Geo.  W.  Lininger,  Grand  Commander,. 
E.*.  Sir  Francis  E.  White,  Grand  Recorder,  (three  Grand  Officers  ab- 
sent) 4  Past  Grand  Commanders,  a  long  list  of  Past  Commanders  and 
Grand  Representatives,  and  delegates  from  18  Subordinate  Comman- 
derles. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  interesting  resume  of  his  ad- 
ministration.   We  excerpt  from  his  opening  : 

It  is  with  feelings  of  pleasure,  pride  and  gratification  that  I,  as- 
Grand  Commander,  salute  you,  and  welcome  you  to  this  our  Twenty- 
eicrhth  Annual  Conclave.  With  this  cordial  welcome,  I  extend  my  sin- 
cere congratulations  on  the  happy  conditions  by  which  we  are  sur- 
rounded. X  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that,  for  the  first  time  in  years, 
this  Grand  Commandery  has  no  indebtedness ;  the  last  obligation  ha» 
been  paid.  In  addition,  I  can  report  the  Order  of  Knighthood  pros- 
perous in  our  state  ;  peace,  harmony,  and  good  will  reign  among  our  fra- 
ters ;  all  our  Commanderies  are  active  and  feel  the  warm  pulsation  of 
life,  and  are  prepared  to  do  good  work  during  the  coming  triennial  year* 
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Our  funds  are  ample  for  our  wants,  and  with  the  returning  tide  of  busi- 
ness activity  and  prosperity  there  will  be  labor  in  the  Lord's  vineyard 
lor  all  who  desire  it.  Owing  to  the  large  number  of  illustrious  dead, 
wbich  it  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  report,  our  returns  will  show  a 
^mall  net  loss  during  the  year ;  but  we  have  created  one  now  Comman- 
-dery,  planting  our  standard  where  it  never  waved  before,  and  from 
where  we  hope  it  will  never  disappear. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  present  at,  and  to  assist  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Nebraska,  an  organization  whose  well 
•earned  fame  has  spread  both  far  and  wide,  for  the  noble  work  it  has 
Jiccomplished  in  building  up  Templar  Masonry  in  Nebraska,  and  for 
bearing  aloft  the  symbol  of  our  faith  and  advancing  the  cause  of  Chris- 
tianity, in  what  was  once  called  the  Great  American  Desert,  but  is  now 
the  center  of  civilization,  cultare,  and  refinement ;  a  land  occupied  by 
prosperous  and  contented  citizens ;  a  midway  resting  place  for  weary 
pilgrims,  traveling  from  afar,  on  their  journey  from  ocean  to  ocean. 

Death  has  taken  some  of  their  brightest  and  best,  among  them  the 
<7rand  Secretary  and  a  Past  Grand  Commander,  to  whom,  with  the  dead 
•of  other  Jurisdictions,  appropriate  tribute  is  paid. 

He  made  several  decisions  and  we  copy  the  entire  lot : 

1.  Query— Does  a  protest  made  against  a  petitioner  for  the  Orders, 
before  the  ballot  is  taken,  arrest  the  ballot  on  the  petition,  and  docs  it 
have  the  same  effect  as  a  protest  made  after  the  ballot  is  taken  ?  Ans. 
Yes. 

2.  Query — In  the  absence  of  a  protest  being  filed  with,  or  in  the  pos- 
.session  of  the  Commander,  is  he  bound  to  take  ofBicial  cognizance  of  a 
rumor,  or  hearsay,  that  a  protest  has  been  filed  with  a  former  Com- 
mander ? — Ans. — Yes,  until  ne  has  fully  investigated  the  rumor.  Masons 
:are  supposed  to  be  truthful,  and  would  not  start  such  a  rumor  unless  there 
were  some  truth  in  it. 

3.  Query— Is  it  the  duty  of  the  retiring  Commander  to  deliver  to 
his  successor^  a  protest  filed  with  him  ?  Ans. — It  is  the  duty  of  the  retir* 
in^  Commander  to  have  the  objection  entered  upon  the  minutes,  with- 
holding the  name  of  the  objector. 

4.  Query — Shall  we  include,  as  members  in  good  standing,  those 
who  have  not  received  the  Malta  decree,  but  on  whom  we  pay  dues,  for 
the  coming  year  ?  Ans.  You  will  include  in  your  returns  all  members 
who  have  received  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  regardless  of  the  Malta,  and 
pay  dues  on  them. 

5.  Query— In  answer  to  the  query,  how  to  proceed  when  the  by-laws 
4)t  Commandery  provide  for  dropping  from  the  rolls,  members  for  non- 
payment of  duesr —  Ans. — I  decide  that  such  by-laws  are  not  in  har- 
mony with  the  principles  of  Masonic  law  and  custom,  and  should  be  re- 
pealed. The  Grand  Commandery  of  Nebraska  has  recommended  but 
4>ne  penalty  for  non-payment  of  dues ;  that  is  suspension,  after  due  notice 
And  trial. 

6.  Query— Can  a  Knight  Templar  consistently  with  his  obligations 
sign  a  petition  for  a  saloon  license  ?  Ans. — I  know  of  nothing  in  our 
Templar  law  to  prohibit  a  Knight  Templar  fvom  signing  a  petition  for  a 
•saloon  license.  In  my  opinion,  such  matters  should  be  determined  by 
<each  individual  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience.  I  referred 
-the  Commandery  to  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  same  ques- 
tion. 

All  of  them  are  correct  in  law :  the  last  ib  a  little  shaky  in  regard  to 
morality  and  consistency. 
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The  Order  of  the  Temple,  having  for  its  basis  the  Christian  re* 
ligion  and  the  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues,  must  necessarily  be  a 
moral  institution.  The  saloon  is  a  hot-bed  of  vice  and  immorality,  is  a 
manufacturer  of  drunkards,  broken  hearts,  hungry  children,  candidates 
for  hell  and  eternal  damnation,  and  from  these  premises* we  conclude  that- 
no  man  is  fit  to  be  a  Templar  or  a  member  of  the  Church  of  God  who 
assists  by  signing  a  liquor  petition  and  thus  supports  and  helps  to  per- 
petuate  the  greatest  curse,  morally  and  otherwise,  that  afflicts  the  human- 
family  today. 

His  dispensations  were  all,  including  one  allowla^  one  of  his  Sub- 
ordinates  to  appear  in  full  rig  to  welcome  home  the  1st  Regiment 
Nebraska  Volunteers,  for  proper  purposes.  It  may  be  that  the  one  re- 
ferred to  above  was  a  little  *^o1T  color^'  when  viewed  from  the  standpoint 
of  law,  but  bother  the  law  when  it  interferes  with  patriotism. 

Like  all  Grand  Commanders,  he  **fully  intended"  to  visit  a  lot  of  hi& 
Subordinates,  but  he  didn't  do  it.  Four  out  of  eighteen  is  a  small  per- 
centage. 

He  makes  some  recommendations,  and  among  them  that  the  Grand 
Recorder  be  paid  a  salary  of  $300  instead  of  $10  for  ecch  chartered  Com- 
mandery;  that  some  disposition  be  made  of  the  cards  and  badges^ 
(Triennial,  we  presume)  from  which  we  infer  that  they  are  "long**  on 
this  sort  of  toggery.  That  the  Grand  Commandery  tent  be  sold,  at  all 
events  that  a  stop  be  made  of  paying  insurance  upon  it.  We  beg  to  sug- 
gest that  you  double  the  insurance,  burn  her  up,  collect  the  shekels- 
from  the  soulless  corporation  that  issued  the  policy  and  retire  from  the 
tent  business.  If  that  don't  suit,  sell  it  to  a  ''second  blessing''  howler  or 
a  side  show  to  a  circus. 

We  copy  his  conclusion  in  part : 

Some  years  ago,  in  order  to  repay,  in  a  small  measure,  the  honors  I 
had  received,  I  determined  to  tearch  the  fountain  head  for  Masonic 
truth  and  to  give  the  craft  the  benefit  of  my  research.  With  this  object 
in  view  I  visited  foreign  countries,  and  have  upoju -several  occasions  given 
to  the  brethren  a  partial  account  of  my  labors;  This  has  been  done  at 
different  times  during  the  past  twenty  years,  in  Lodge,  Chapter,  and 
Commandery.  That  my  high  position  was  of  great  assistance  to  me  in 
my  search  for  Masonic  light,  I  need  not  tell  you.  What  I  wish  to  im- 
press upon  your  minds,  at  this  time,  and  I  give  it  as  coming  from  one 
who  is  taking  an  official  leave  of  the  cr^ft,  and  who  has  ever  been  an 
earnest  and  zealous  seeker  after  Masonic  truth,  this  fact  I  wish  to  im- 
press upon  you:  that  the  origin  of  Freemasonry,  as  handed  down  to  us, 
IB  not  a  myth,  as  some  would  have  us  believe,  and  that  Freemasonry  i» 
certainly  traceable  to  the  dates,  even  beyond  those  claimed  by  us;  its 
teachings,  symbols,  and  principles  have  been  livipg  truths  for  genera- 
tions, and  have  for  hundreds  of  years  taught  the  arts,  the  sciences,  and 
the  brotherhood  of  man.  How  much  Christianity  and  civilization  owe  to 
it,  you  and  Tmay  never  know  ;  but  we  do  know  it  was  the  one  bright 
spot  that  continued  to  shed  light,   when  all  around  was  darkness  and  i 

gloom ;  the  one  freat  principle  that  remained  steadfast  when  all  els&  ' 

was  chaos.    Tho  brotherhood  of  man  held  steadfast  when  all  other  ties 
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were  snapped  asunder :  when  all  other  supports  gave  way,  it  stood  fir 
as  a  rock,  and  around  it  clustered  and  was  sheltered  the  principle  of  a* 
temity,  which  shall  endure  to  the  end  of  time.    There  is  no  doubt,  i 
fact  no  disputes  concerning  the  objects,  and  the  date  of  the  origin  of  this 
magnanimous  order  of  Christian  Masonry.    I  use  the  word  masonry,  be- 
cause during  the   crusade,  Christianity  and  masonry    were   working 
together,  striving  after  the  same  object,  and  making  the  same  sacrifice 
of  blood  and  treasure. 

We  are  inclined  to  the  belief  that  some  one  has  been  stuffing  him  in 
regard  to  the  antiquity  of  Masonry.  Some  people  think  that  Adam  had 
a  little  Lodge  of  his  own  in  the  garden  and  that  the  ^'snaik''  was  a  sus- 
pended Mason,  probably  for  non-payment  of  dues,  that  the  suspension 
made  him  mad  and  he  tenopted  Eve  and  caused  Cain  to  be  raised,  for  re- 
venge !  This  theory  is  about  as  correct  as  the  alleged  fact  that  the  two 
Saints  John— the  Methodist  St.  John  and  the  Baptist  Saint  John— were 
members  of  the  Order  or  patrons  of  it.  There  is  lots  of  buncombe  and 
tomfoolery  in  this  world. 

A  portrait  of  the  R.'.  E.*.  makes  an  elegant  frontispiece  to  the 
pamphlet.  A  good  face.  Too  sharp  looking  to  be  taken  in  by  anti- 
quaries. Wonder  if  he  wept  over  the  tomb  of  Grand  Master  Adam  a  la 
Mark  Twain?  If  Mathusaleh  was  a  member  of  a  Lodge  he  ought  to 
have  been  exempt  from  dues  when  he  reached  his  eight  hundredth 
birthday  ! 

Proceedings  routine  and  worthy  of  local  interest,  only.  Treasury 
had  a  balance  of  $1,996.93. 

The  recommendations  of  Grand  Commander,  referred  to  above, 
^ere  approved.    Total  membership  1,640 — a  loss  of  25. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Francis  E.  White  is  the  parient  of  an  excel- 
lent report  on  Correspondence  which  he  commences  in  these  words  : 

In  taking  up  the  work  of  review,  after  it  has  been  neglected  for  so 
many  \  eara,  we  are  reminded  of  the  saying  that  a  certain  class  of  people 
''rush  in  where  angels  fear  to  tread  ;''  we  are  not  rushing  into  this  work; 
in  fact  we  are  pushed  in,  and  at  this  writing,  do  not  know  what  the  out- 
come will  be,  "it  may  turn  ou&  a  sang,  it  may  turn  out  a  sermon."  Past 
Grand  Commander  Lininger  is  responsible  for  the  whole  trouble ;  if  it  is 
not  what  you  expect,  vou  can  blame  him.  He  insists  upon  having  a  re- 
view, and  as  he  supplements  his  demand  with  a  plea  for  mercy,  as  it  is 
our  first  offence,  we  have  tried  to  supply  the  demand. 

We  do  not  expect  to  be  admitted  to  the  charmed  circle  of  Mutuals. 
We  are  not  sensitive  to  criticism,  but  invite  comment  either  for  or 
against  us.  If  any  of  you  thiuk  that  you  can  write  a  better  report,  here 
is  the  pencil. 

We  don't  know  whether  this  is  his  first  offense  or  not,  but  we  do 

know  that  he  writes  with  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer.    His  style  resem^ 

bles  that  of  the  celebrated  Joe  of  the  "Unspeakable  Turk,"  Brother 

Cornelius,  of  Montana,    but   few  clippings  and   lots   of   horse   sense. 

Brother  White's  review  of  Mississippi  covers  but  a  page  and  a  half,  but 

in  that  space  he  tells  Nebraska  nearly  all  we  did  at  Vicksburg  and  tells 

it  pleasantly  and  plainly.    He  says  that  no  one  but  this  committee  ever 
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heard  of  an  eighty  dollar  gavel  Id  Nebrabka,  which  proves,  that  wd  ^t  | 

portraits  and  gavels  mixed,  in  other  words,  we  fell  off  the  Christmas  ' 

tree  again.  (We  beg  pardon  of  Belden,  tl^e  Dudo  of  Arizona,  for  the 
expression.)    However,  portraits  at  $80.00  a  piece  is  rather  dteep,  espe-'  \ 

cially  when  they  require  our  Brother  to  make  a  report  worth  twice  that' 
amount,  for  nothing,  and  he  board  himself.  •  We  assume  that  our 
Brother  receives  no  pay  from  the  fact  that  the  item  is  absent  from  the 
list  of  appropriations.  Wo  hope  we  are  in  error.  Wa  copy  this,  under 
Tennegsee,  to  show  you  what  manner  of  man  he  is : 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Wilbur  F.  Foster.  In  his  open- 
ing he  promises  to  be  brief  and  105  pages  is  the  result.  We  have  read 
all  but  the  quotations,  and  are  glad  to  at  he  was  brief,  as  we  have  to  eat, 
and  we  should  sleep  part  of  the  time.  Our  good  frater's  comments  are 
brief,  but  you  know  on  which  side  of  the  question  he  is,  and  we  take  the 
liberty  of  saying  that  he  is  opposed  to  dependent  membership,  to  per- 
petual jurisdiction,  and  hear  nim  on  uniforms :  *'Give  the  c'auntlets 
away  or  save  them  up  for  driving  jrloves  ;  forget  the  baldric  and  leave  it 
at  home ;  give  the  handsome  plumes  from  the  chapeau  to  your  best  girl, 
and  carry  the  remainder  of  the  chicken  coop  under  your  left  arm.'' 
Says  the  Christmas  observance  can  be  made  very  interesting  with  the 
presence  of  ladies,  and  a  good  program,  musical  and  otherwise.  Some 
one  has  said  that  all  Sheoi  wanted  to  make  it  a  pleasant  place  to  live  in, 
is  plenty  of  water  and  good  society.  Of  reviews,  he  believes  if  the 
writers  would  make  things  more  interesting,  the  readers  would  be  more 
numerous.     Does    not  believe  that  the  power  to  shorten  the  time  in  j 

which  a  ballot  should  be  taken  ought  to  exist  anywhere,  or  that  the  law 
in  relation  to  the  ballot  for  affiliation  should  be  relaxed  in  the  slightest 
degree.  Under  New  York  our  good  frater  is  hardly  fair  ;  commenting 
on  the  following ; 

We  copy  a  part  of  his  conclusion.  It  is  all  good,  but  the  space  ac- 
corded to  Nebraska  is  full : 

There  is  a  strong  feeling  that  Grand  Commanderies  or  the  Grand 
Encampment  should  say  what  a  Masonic  occasion  is,  where  Commande- 
ries may  appear  in  uniform  without  a  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Com- 
mander. Good  Friday,  Easter  and  Ascension  Day  are  more  generally 
observed  than  heretofore,  and  many  are  advocating  making  it  compul- 
sory on  all  Commanderies  to  observe  one  of  the  above  days  each  year. 
The  greatest  respect  and  consideration  is  given  the  illustrious  dead  in 
all  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and  the  tenderest  sympathy  and  condolence  is 
offered  to  the  sorrowing  and  afflicted.  Charity  is  becoming  a  prominent 
feature  in  many  of  the  States,  and  in  every  locality  where  a  Masonic 
Home  exists,  contributions  are  made  both  by  Commanderies  and  indi-* 
vidual  Templars. 

A  careful  study  of  the  situation  convinces  us  that  Templar  Masonry 
is  doing  ereat  good  throughout  the  world ;  it  is  well  and  faithfully  per- 
forming Its  mission,  practicing  and  teaching  Christianity ;  feeding  the 
hungry,  clothing  the  naked,  and  binding  up  the  wounds  of  the  afflicted. 
And  when  the  shadow  of  death  appproaches,  we  follow  our  fraters  to  the 
edge  of  the  dark  stream  over  which  we  must  all  cross,  ana  as  we  give 
the  last  pressure  of  the  hand,  as  ^e  say  .farewell,  our  Order  exten&  to 
them  the  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality,  and  points  ^e^way  to  the  manr 
sions  prepared  by  the  Savior  of  the  world .    And  when  we  have  paid  the 
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last  tribute  of  respect  to  the  departed,  we  turn  to  those  who  remain,  and 
offer  such  consolation  as  poor  frail  humanity  can  give. 

In  all  of  the  foregoing  duties,  we  of  Nebraska  have  our  part  to  per- 
form, and  we  feel  certain  that  we  shall  always  be  found  earnestly  work- 
inst  for  the  cause  of  Christianity,  and  in  doing  good  to  our  fellow  men.  Let 
ns^emember  that  we  shall  pass  this  way  but  once.  Lost  opportunities,  to 
assist  those  who  are  unfortunate,  seldom  return  ;  others  will  doubtless 
come,  but  the  lost  ones  are  gone  beyond  recall.  It  is  much  better  to  do 
good  to  the  living,  rendering  to  each  one  his  just  due,  than  it  is  to  stand 
around  a  f rater's  bier  and  deliver  eulogies  which  he  regards  no  more 
than  the  zephyrs  that  will  whisper  to  the  grass  that  covers  his  last  rest- 
ing place. 

R.*.  E.-.  Sir  Thos.  G.  Rees  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent ,  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  F.  E.  White,  as  before. 
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A  very  small  pamphlet — 33  pages— contains  the  minutes  of  the  11th 
Annual  Conclave  which  was  held  in  the  city  of  Grand  Forks,  June  25th. 
Present,  R.*.  E.'.  Jno.  Holmes,  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  Frank  J. 
Thompson,  Grand  Recorder ;  all  but  3  of  the  staff,  3  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders, 3  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  10  Grand  Representatives,  (not 
inducing  ouri,  if  we  have  one)  and  delegates  from  7  out  of  8  Subordinate 
Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander  opens  a  short  but  well  written  address  as  fol- 
lows : 

I  am  pleased  to  be  again  permitted  to  preside  over  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery  and  to  find  so  many  familiar  faces  about  me.  Year  after  year 
speeds  by,  and,  with  the  regularity  of  the  coming  seasons,  we  find,  not 
all,  but  many  of  the  faces  which  have  brip^htened  our  Annual  Conclaves 
since  the  Grand  Comandery  of  this  Jurisdictioofcame  into  existence.  The 
pleasure  of  our  annual  meetings  is  not  in  the  routine  work  nor  in  the  cer- 
emonials of  opening  and  closing,  but  in  greeting  of  friends  and  fraters 
with  whom  long  continued  association  has  made  near  and  dear.  The 
ffreate.-t  of  life's  work  is  not  the  wealth  we  have  accumulated  nor  the 
fame  we  may  have  attained,  but  the  friends  we  have  made.  We  can  live 
without  wealth  we  can  live  without  fame,  but  life  without  friends  would 
be  too  dreary  and  wearisome  to  live.  It  is,  therefore  indeed,  with  a 
keen  sense  of  pleasure  that  I  am  permitted  to  greet  you  in  this,  our 
Eleventh  Annual  Conclave,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  we  may  all  be  per- 
mitted to  assemble  in  our  Grand  Asylum  for  many  years  to  come. 

Proper  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  Knightly  dead  both  of 
his  own  and  sister  Commands.  We  are  grateful  to  the  Giver  ot  all  good 
that  Mississippi  is  absent  from  the  roll.  We  find  nothing  further  of  gen- 
eral ioterest  in  the  address.  The  proceedings  were  routine  and  of  local 
interest  only.  Balance  of  cash  in  hand  $844.40.  A  portrait  of  the  Grand 
Commander  adds  to  the  lustre  of  the  pamphlet. 

The  Grand  Recorder  reports  a  healthy  growth.  Total  membership 
£61,  a  gain  of  60.    No  report  on  CorrgspondenQe. 
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B.*.  E.'.  Clink  W.  Kelley  is  Gnmd  Oomnuuiiw^  GN«d  Beoorder  as 
before.    They  have  a  Deputy  Grand  Beeorder,  wha  ivacte  for  glory„ 

while  his  chief  gets  $100  per  annum. 
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The  14th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  La  Grande,  September  27th. 
Present:  B.'.  £.'.  Sir  C.  B.  Winn,  G.  C;  E.-.  Sir  Jas.  F.  Bobinson, 
Grand  Becorder,  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  except  the  Grand  Senti- 
nel, 7  Past  Grand  Ck>mmander8, 19  Pa&t  E.  C.s,  18  Grand  Bepresentativea 
and  delegates  from  6  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander  opens  an  interesting  and  well  written  ad- 
dress as  follows : 

Sir  Knights — In  the  name  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Oregon,  I 
bid  you  welcome  to  the  fourteenth  annual  conclave  of  this  Grand  Com- 
manded, and  the  first  held  east  of  the  Cascade  mountains  in  this  won- 
derful Eastern  Empire. 

The  distance  many  of  us  have  had  to  come  has  been  great,  but  we 
feel  many  times  repaid  by  the  kind  greeting  and  courteous  hospitality  of 
of  good  f raters  of  ^lastern  Oregon  No.  6,  who  have  left  nothing  undo  .e 
to  assure  us  of  their  Knightly  regard  and  desire  to  make  us  welcome . 

I  hope  that  the  present  session  may  be  pleasant  and  profitable  to  the 
cause  of  Templarism ;  that  our  order  may  bo  strengthened  and  ite 
capacity  for  good  increased  ;  and  that  all  members  of  our  order  may, 
both  in  their  characters  as  Templars  and  as  individuals,  be  brought 
more  and  more  to  pattern  their  lives  after  the  earthly  life  of  the  Great 
Captain  of  our  Salvation. 

When  the  vows  of  our  order  are  assumed,  each  Knight  should  be  a 
dynamic  power  for  good  that  should  continue  until,  at  last,  weary  and 
worn  with  the  trials  and  warfare  of  life,  he  **wraps  the  drapery  of  his 
couch  about  him  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams."  Let  us,  then,  look 
to  the  Supreme  Commander  for  guidance  and  endeavor  to  execute  His 
will,  that,  at  the  end,  we  may  hear  those  welcome  words,  *'Well  done, 
thou  good  and  faithful  servant ;  enter  thou  into  the  joys  of  thy  Lord.*' 

He  issued  quite  a  number  of  dispensations  and  all  for  proper  pur- 
poses. He  refused  -Xo  allow  a  number  of  Knights  to  attend  church  in 
uniform,  on  Easter  Sunday,  In  -which  he  acted  wisely.  It  is  bad  enough 
for  a  Commandery  as  such,  to  go  to  God's  house  in  Tmtfonn,  %ut  it 4s -in- 
finitely worse  for  unorganized  bodies  of  Templars  to  make  themselves 
conspicuous  in  such  a  place.  That  the  desire  to  do  so  had  in  it  a  single 
element  of  devotion  to  or  a  desire  to  honor  God,  is  the  veriest  **Bot"  im- 
aginable. 

He  made  but  one  decision,  which  correctly  interprets  a  bad  law — 
vide,  section  9,  page  72,  Statutes  Grand  Encampment. 

Proceedings  routine  and  devoid  of  geueral  interest. 

Grand  Treasurer's  account  shows  a  balauce  in  hand  of  $603.31.  The 
minutes  show  a  total  membership  of  463,  a  net  gain  of  42. 

We  note  that  they  '^appoint"  the  Grand  Prelate,  instead  of  electing 
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him,  also  mako  him  the  9th  in  line  of  Grand  Officers,  when  he  tkofuXd 
be  elected  and  also  the  5th  in  rank— the  recent  action  of  the  Grand  En" 
campment  on  this  subject,  to  the  contrary  notwUhtttanding. 
We  clip  the  following  appendix  to  the  minutes  : 

IN  THE  PARADISE  OP  THE  PACIFIC. 

At  the  close  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  carriages  were  in  waiting 
to  convey  the  Sir  Knights  and  ladies  to  the  various  points  of  interest 
around  the  city,  and  in  the  famous  Grand  Ronde  Valley,  the  most  inter* 
eating  of  which  were  the  large  beet  farms  and  the  immense  sugar  fac- 
tory, where  so  many  tons  of  saccharine  matter  are  produced  and  annu- 
ally converted  into  the  finest  refined  sugar.  Later  in  the  evening  the 
elegant  rooms  of  the  Commercial  Club  were  thrown  open  and  a  most 
coraial  reception  extended  by  the  Sir  Knights  and  their  ladies  of  La 
Grande  to  their  visitors.  Music,  games  and  social  pleasures  filled  the 
all  too  rapidly  fieetlng  hours,  closed  by  a  sumptuous  banquet,  which  com- 
bined all  that  could  bd  desired  in  quality,  quantity  and  courteous  hos- 
pitality. Among  the  courteous  guests  present  were  Sir  Knights  Y.  C. 
Blaiock  and  Levi  Ankeny,  of  Walla  walla,  Washington,  the  former 
Grand  Recorder  of  that  Jurisdiction.  Sir  Knight  Turner  Oliver  pre- 
sided over  the  ^'flow  of  soul,*'  and  neatly  introduced  each  topic  and  its 
eloquent  advocate  in  which  Past  Grand  Commander  Winn  polished  off 
the  **Grand  Commandery,"  Sir  George  H.  Burnett  **The  Order,"  Sir 
George  H.  Hill  **Tho  Baby,"  Sir  John  B.  Cleland  "The  Ladies,"  while 
Sir  F.  A.  Moore  expounded  the  almighty  force  of  "Truth,"  and  Sir  S.  M. 
Yoran  spoke  in  glowing  yet  tender  terms  of  "Our  Departed  Brethren." 
Interesting  remarks  were  made  by  Sirs  Blaiock,  Ankeny  and  others,  and 
at  a  late  hour  the  reception  adjourned,  all  expressing  their  high  appre- 
ciation of  the  courteous  manner  in  which  the  Sir  Sinlghts  of  Eastern 
Oregon  No.  6,  had  entertained  the  Grand  Commandery  and  unanimously 
endorsing  J  udge  Moore's  decision  that,  while  the  Rogue  River  Valley 
was  entitled  to  be  termed  '*The  Italy  of  America,"  that  the  "Grand 
Ronde"  was  justly  the  "Paradise  of  the  Pacific." 

Past  G.  C.  Hodson  is  the  author  of  the  Correspondence  report,  in 
which  he  digests  the  doings  of  all  the  American  Grand  Commanderies, 
including  Canada.    We  copy  his  opening : 

Dear  Praters — ^Your  committee  would  courteously  submit  the  follow- 
ing brief  summary  of  the  news  from  the  Templar  world  for  your 
perusal.  This  news,  while  in  no  way  exciting,  is  alive  with  the  moving, 
resistless  forces  of  modern  civilization,  and  as  we  stand  on  the  threshold 
of  the  twentieth  century,  it  more  than  ever  behooves  each  one  to  keep 
closely  in  touch  with  the  spirit  of  advancement.  The  closing  century 
has  had  its  victories.  Its  records  show  by  far  the  most  wonderful  devel- 
opment of  any  equal  period  in  the  annals  of  our  race,  and  the  promises 
for  the  future  are  brighter,  more  full  of  hope  than  the  people  of  any 
epoch  have  ever  enjoyed ;  and  of  the  forces  going  to  make  up  the  history 
of  our  times  none  should  be  more  potent  than  the  ever  living  principles 
underlying  our  valiant  and  magnanimous  Order. 

His  review  of  our  doings  at  Vicksburg  contains  an  element  of  wis- 
dom and  we  copy  it : 

The  portrait  of  Sir  John  S.  Cobb  ornaments  the  proceedings  of  the 
Thirty-ninth  Annual  Conclave,  which  was  held  in  the  city  of  Vicksburg, 
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■  « 

on  February  6  and  7,  1899.  It  will  Boon  be  a  two-year-old,  but  it  is  tbe 
latest  from  tbe  land  of  Speed,  Savery  and  DeLAp. 

Sir  William  Starling,  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  presiding,  did 
not  bave  his  address  with  bim,  and  asked  permission  to  print,  but  we 
did  not  find  it,  hence  we  do  not  know  what  he  thought  of  the  situation. 
Fourteen  Command eries  appear  on  the  roll ;  thirteen  were  present,  and 
two  under  dispensation,  one  named  '*Dewey**  and  one  **Fitzhugh  Lee." 
Both  were  chartered  during  the  Conclave.  We  fully  approve  the  action 
of  the  Grand  Commanderv  in  changing  their  names  to  '^West  Point" 
and  *'Hattiesburg."  While  we  hold  these  honored  names  in  as  high 
esteem  as  almost  any  other  man,  yet  we  do  not  approve  the  naming  of 
any  Masonic  body  after  any  living  man.  We  think  the  name  of  the  city 
or  town  where  located  more  appropriate.  The  Grand  Recorder  re- 
ported 548  members. 

The  portrait  of  Sir  WiUiam  G.  Paxton,  Past  Grand  Commander, 
with  a  neatly  inscribed  page  in  memoriam,  is  published.. 

The  distinguished  reviewer  evidently  feels  a  trifle  sore  over  some  of 

our  chaste  and  elegant  remarks  in  former  reports.    We  copy  : 

And  now  we  strike  the  report  on  Correspondence  Sir  E.  G. 
DeLap.  he  of  peculiar  fame  in  the  Templar  world,  is  its  editor.  Oregon 
for  1898  has  attention  couched  jn  his  peculiar  style.  We  hope  he  mav 
live  loD^  enough  to  learn  that  * 'cunning  is  not  wisdom,"  nor  rough,  vul- 
gar criticism  an  evidence  of  ability  or  justice  of  his  cause  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  a  most  positive  proof  of  the  low  plane  of  thought  upon  which 
he  lives.  We  do  not  envy  him  his  reflections,  nor  his  standing  at  the 
round  table.  We  never  made  pretense  of  being  either  great  or  wise, 
but  we  know  enough  to  '^answer  a  fool  according  to  his  folly,  lest  he  be 
wise  in  his  own  conceit,"  and  to  obe^  :  ^'Answer  not  a  fool  according  to 
his  folly  lest  thou  also  be  like  unto  him."    See  ? 

Although  we  feel  somewhat  crushed  and  humiliated  by  our 
Brother's  attack  and  rejoinder,  we  will  endeavor  to  pull  through.  We 
beg  to  assure  our  critic  that  we  have  already  lived  long  enough  to  learn 
that  **cunning  is  not  wisdom."  We  have  also  been  here  long  enough 
to  know  that  when  a  little  great  man  is  called  to  order  and  rebuked  for 
presumption  and  egotism,  he  invariably  charcres  his  mentor  with  vul- 
garity and  kindred  vices. 

His  calling  us  a  fool,  according  to  Scriptures,  has  no  ruffling  effect 
on  our  equanimity.  Not  a  bit.  He  has  had  his  say,  as  did  his  anceptor 
when  Baalamism  was  riding  him  on  his  cursing  trip  in  the  interest  of 
Balak,  but  his  talk  lacks  the  sound  sense  and  manly  character  of  that  of 
Baalam's  steed. 

He  bays  :  ''We  do  not  envy  him  his  reflections,  nor  his  standing  at 
the  round  table,"  to  which  we  reply  :  That  our  *  Reflections"  are  all 
right,  so  far,  and  our  position  at  the  ''Round  Table"  suits  us  very  welL 
The  sensible  contingent  of  the  Knights  seems  to  feel  very  kindly 
towards  us,  and  the  other  fellows  ''don*t  count,"  one  of  whom  is  named 
Hod  son. 

We  have  been  the  target  of  quite  a  number  of  literary  squirt  guns, 
during  the  last  twenty  years,  and  are  still  unhurt,  while  the  gunners 
aforesaid  have  sunk  into  a  merited  oblivion  where  they  will  be  joined  by 
Hodson,  in  due  course.    Vale— Hodson. 
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R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Frank  A.  Moore  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  continued. 
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The  47th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Wilkes-Barre,  May  22d.  The 
opening  was  preceded  by  a  big  parade  and  a  welcoming  speech  from  the 
Mayor  and  a  response  from  Past  Grand  Commander  Sir  Lee  S.  Smith. 
His  honor,  the  Mayor,  made  an  attempt  to  be  facetious,  as  the  following 
excerpt  from  his  effort  will  show  : 

Knights  Templar  and  Gentlemen  : 

Just  3,679,200  minutes  ago,  I  was  honored  with  the  distinguished 
privilege  which  I  am  now  endeavoring  to  exercise  to  the  best  of  my 
feeble  ability.  In  other  words,  the  age  of  the  world  has  been  increased 
to  the  extent  of  the  period  of  time  T  have  mentioned,  since  I  first  ad- 
dressed your  Conclave. 

Thus  stated,  the  time  referred  to  does  not  occasion  in  me  any  feel- 
ings of  sadness.  This  is  true  because  I  am  not  unlike  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  human  race  not  vet  transported  to  the  farther  shore.  The 
doctrine  of  common  brothernood  is,  no  doubt,  well  supported  in  the  li|fht 
and  logic  of  all  the  knowledge  we  have  been  able  to  acquire  respecting 
the  origin  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  earth.  Nevertheless  we  most 
rarelv,  if  ever,  experience  genume  sadness  on  account  of  the  misfortunes 
of  others. 

Josh  Billings,  among  his  manv  wise  sayings,  declared  that  he  did 
not  have  any  special  objection  to  '^biles"  if  allowed  to  locate  them.  If 
given  this  privilege,  he  said,  all  the  * 'biles"  intended  to  remind  him  of 
the  patience  of  Job,  would  be  provided  with  sites  in  the  bodies  of  his 
nei^nbors.  I  have  no  special  objection  to  gray  hairs,  wrinkles  and  tot- 
tering footsteps,  due  to  the  ravages  of  time,  if  allowed  to  deny  them  ac- 
cess to  my  own  life.  Of  course  I  am  not  thus  favored,  but  very  often  I 
can  reduce  the  bitterness  of  this  fact  by  refusing  it  recognition  in  thought 
and  speech. 

Speaking  of  Josh  Billings,  that  great  and  real  humorist  said,  also : 
That  when  a  man  starts  out  in  life,  it  is  always  better  for  him  to  sit  down 
and  take  an  account  of  stock  in  the  way  of  natural  capabilities,  with  the 
object  of  determining  whether  nature  has  '^ramified"  him  for  a  lawyer 
or  a  pickpocket,  two  professions  near  of  kin,  a  fashionable  preacher  or  a 
gas  bag,  a  wit  or  an  ass  and  so  on,  and  the  advice  has  always  struck  us  as 
being  timely.  He  records  a  mistake  he  himself  made  along  these  lines  in 
substance  as  follows  :  Under  the  impression  that  he  was  a  born  poet  he 
wrote  some  and  sent  it  to  a  magazine  for  publication  and  received  this 
reply  :  '^Dear  Sir  :  You  may  be  a  darned  fool,  but  you  are  no  poet. 
Yours  in  haste."  Moral.  Never  try  to  work  at  a  trade  you  do  not  un- 
derstand. 

We  are  glad  that  our  Brother  Smith,  in  his  response,  made  no  refer- 
ence to  the  "3,679,200  minutes"  feature  of  the  Mayor's  address.  At  Roll 
Call  R.-.  E.-.  Sir  Jas.  B.  Youngson,  Grand  Commander,  R.*.  E.'.  Sir 
W.   W.  Allen,  Grand  Recorder,  all  the  balance  of  the  staff,  13  Past 
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Grand  Commanders,  22  Grand  Representatives,  including  R.'.  E.*.  Sir 
Jas.  H.  Codding  for  Mississippi,  and  delegates  from  72  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies,  responded.  The  address  is  a  well  written  resume  of  an 
uneventful  administration  and  deals  mostly  in  matters  of  local  interest 
only. 

Appropriate  tribute  is  paid  to  the  fraternal  dead,  28  Past  Command- 
ers — among  them.  Col.  Alex  W.  Hawkins,  a  gallant  soldier  who  died  on 
his  way  home  from  Manilla. 

His  dispensations  were  all  for  proper  objects.  His  visitations  were 
quite  general. 

His  decissions  were  correct.  He  reports  a  total  membership  of 
12,632  and  a  net  gain  of  272. 

We  copy  his  conclusion  : 

In  conclusion,  I  quote  from  the  late  Silas  Alden,  33  deg.,  of  Maine, 
as  my  wish  for  you,  this  sentiment  so  often  used  by  that  zealous  Mason  : 

**May  the  blessings  of  God  wait  upon  thee,  and  the  sun  of  glory  shine 
around  thy  head.  May  the  gates  of  plenty,  honor  and  happiness  be 
always  open  to  thee  and  thine.  May  no  strife  disturb  thy  days,  oor  sor- 
row distress  thy  nights ;  may  angePs  hands  thy  eyelids  close ;  and  the 
pillow  of  peace  kiss  thy  cheek,  and  when  length  of  years  make  thee 
tired  of  earthly  joys  and  the  curtains  of  death  close  around  the  scenes  of 
thy  existence,  may  the  angels  of  God  attend  tdy  bed,  and  take  care  that 
the  expiring  lamp  of  light  shall  not  receive  one  rude  blast  to  hasten  its 
extinction." 

The  proceedings  are  devoid  of  special  interest.  Cash  balance  May 
Ist,  1900,  $9,725.15,  enough  to  buy  quite  a  respectable  hotel  in  Louisville 
next  summer. 

A  report  on  the  ** Masonic  Home  of  Pennsylvania"  shows  that  it  has 
assets  of  $117,886.79  and  no  liabilities  ;  48  inmates. 

The  "Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers"  took  occasiou,  a^  is 
the  usual  custom  of  Law  Committees,  **to  sit  down  with  a  aull  thud  upon 
several  of  the  Grand  Commander's  official  performances,  and  then,  as  a 
salve  to  heal  the  wound  made  by  themselves,  offered  a  resolution  thank- 
ing him  for  the  conscientious  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged  his 
duty  and  presenting  him  a  pair  of  shoulder  straps  and  a  Past  Grand 
Commander's  gavel— all  of  which  was  adopted  and  $75.00  appropriated 
for  the  purpose.  They  also  appropriated  $800  00  for  expenses  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  current  year— $1,000.00  to  "local  committee,"  next 
place  of  meeting;  $1,200.00  to  Grand  Recorder;  $400.00  for  clerk  hire, 
postage,  etc.;  $100.00  for  a  typewriter,  the  machine,  not  an  operator,  for 
the  Grand  Recorder's  office  ;  $1,700.00  for  printing  proceedings— nearly 
twice  as  much  as  we  pay  down  here  for  more  work,  and  the  magnificent 
0um  of  twenty-five  doUars  for  preparing  the  Correspondence  Report  I  I 
All  of  which  shows  that  our  Pennsylvania  brethren,  like  some  others, 
are  "long'"  on  everything  but  Templar  lore  and  literature,  which  we 
regret.  This  reminds  us  of  the  custom  of  some,  alleged,  patriots  who 
are  careful  to  strew  flowers  on  the  graves  of  dead  soldiers  and,  next  day. 
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employ  the  widows  of  those  same  soldiers  to  make  fine  shirts  at  75c  a 
dozen  and  drivers'  overalls  at  a  dollar  a  gross  I  Another  practical  dem- 
onstration of  the  present  need  of  a  hell  of  fire  and  brimstone. 

Correspondence  covers  90  pages,  digests  the  doings  of  42  Templar 
Grands,  Mississippi  among  them,  in  a  courteous  and  intelligent  style, 
and  is  the  7th  of  the  line  of  Reports  from  Past  Grand  Commander  Lee  S. 
Smith.  Our  good  Brother  devotes  one  page  to  our  pamphlet  for  ^99. 
"While  brief  his  review  is  courteous  and  kind.  Our  Brother  seems  to 
feel  a  little  hostility  to  the  * 'Chosen  People"  as  this,  which  we  find 
under  Virginia,  will  show  : 

"The  Grand  Commander  decided  that  it  wae  not  proper  for  a  Com- 
mandery  to  attend  the  laying  of  corner  stone  of  a  Jewisn  Synagogue ; 
and  we  say,  Amen." 

We  have  expressed  our  opinion  on  this  decision  in  our  review  of 

Virginia  and  '*are  of  the  same  opinion  still."    Brother  Smith's  Reports 

are  all  carefully  prepared  and  are  worth,  as  literary  productions  about 

eight  times  the  sum  paid  him.    We  excerpt  the  following  from   his 

•'Conclusion :" 

We  have  tried  carefully,  justly  and  conscientiously  to  review  the 
Proceedings  of  the  various  Grand  Commanderies  coming  to  our  hands. 
We  congratulate  the  members  of  the  Order  on  a  year  of  peace,  and  the 
fact  that  nothing  of  vital  importance  has  disturbed  the  Templar  world 
during  that  time,  and  consequently  we  have  but  little  to  comment  upon 
in  closinsr  our  review. 

About  the  only  question  which  has  agitated  the  members  of  the 
Order  since  the  Triennial  Conclave  is  as  to  the  interpretation  of  Section 
1,  Title  XXXV,  of  the  revised  statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment  gov- 
erning? question  of  non-affil nation.  We  commented  at  length  on  this  a 
year  ago,  and  thought  that  we  were  interpreting  the  law  just  as  it  was 
adopted.  Since  that  time  the  Grand  Master,  Most  Eminent  Sir  Reuben 
H.  Lloyd,  has  rendered  a  decision,  giving  an  interpretation  of  said 
clause  of  the  statutes,  varying  from  our  understanding  of  same.  We 
bow  to  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master.  His  interpretation  of  the  law 
will  stand  until  passed  upon  by  the  next  session  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Adam  H.  Schmehl  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Re- 
corder and  Correspondent  as  before. 
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The  47th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  San  Antonio,  April  18th. 
Present:  R.\  E.*.  Sir  P.  T.  Morey,  G.  C;  E.\  Sir  J.  C.  Kidd,  Grand 
Recorder;  all  the  rest  of  the  Grand  Officers  except  three,  7  Past  Grand 
Commanders,  and  19  out  of  32  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  full  resume  of  an  un- 
eventful but  creditable  administration.  He  pays  the  usual  tribute  to  the 
dead,  both  of  his  own  and  sister  Jurisdictions.  He  issued  quite  a  batch 
of  dispensations,  but  all  for  proper  purposes.    He  reports  quite  general 
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inspection  and  that  many  of  them,   (the  Subordinates)  were  in  a  ^'most 
healthy  condition." 

We  clip  the  following  anent  the  Masonic  Widows'  and  Orphans' 
Home: 

This  Grand  Body  having  from  time  to  time  contributed  toward  the 
fund  of  this  Institution,  a  few  facts  may  be  of  interest. 

The  Home  fund  had  its  birth  in  1887,  from  which  time  it  has  con- 
tinued to  grow.  In  1897  a  fund  of  over  $100,000.00  had  been  accumu- 
lated, when  the  Grand  Lodge  selected  Fort  Worth  as  the  location  for 
the  Home,  and  in  1899  there  erected  its  first  buildings,  consisting  of 
main,  or  executive  building,  power  house,  stables,  sewerage,  water- 
works, etc.,  expending  thereon  up  to  the  present  time  over  $46,000.00, 
which,  with  the  value  of  its  200  acres  or  farming  land  and  grounds, 
makes  a  property  value  of  over  $52,000.00  invested  in  the  Home  as  it  is 
now.  There  is  now  in  course  of  Ciinstruction  a  dormitory  building  to 
cost  $10,000.00,  the  necessary  funds  for  same  being  on  hand  and  set  aside 
for  that  purpose. 

The  Rome  now  has  $108,000.00  invested  in  safe  interest-bearing 
securities. 

The  Home  is  now  caring  for  forty-two  orphans,  which  is  the  present 
capacity,  but  with  the  completion  of  the  first  dormitory  building  it  will 
be  able  to  receive  one  hundred  additional  inmates. 

From  the  annual  report  of  the  directors,  December,  1899,  I  clip  the 
following : 

*^It  is  a  source  of  very  great  gratification  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
that  the  Masonic  Widows*  and  Orphans'  Home  is  now  in  successful  oper- 
ation under  conditions  that  render  its  success  in  the  future  merely  a 
question  of  economic  and  careful  management. 

**Brethren,  this  is  your  Home  ;  these  are  your  widows  and  orphans, 
and  it  will  only  continue  to  be  successfully  carried  on  by  your  earnest 
support  and  hearty  co-operation." 

A  picture  of  the  buildings  already  constructed  shows  them  to  be 
very  commodious  and  creditable,  but  the  entire  absence  of  shade  trees  in 
the  climate  of  Texas,  will  prove  a  great  drawback  to  the  comfort  of  the 
inmates. 

He  made  quite  a  number  of  decisions,  all  of  them  apparently  in  ac- 
cord with  existing  law. 

Proceedings  of  local  interest.  The  Grand  Body  is  in  a  healthy  state 
financially,  and  steady  in  its  growth.  Total  membership  2,142 — a  gain 
of  54. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Seventy  pages  of  the  pamphlet  are  taken  up  by  the  report,  which  is 
signed  by  Bros.  Elgin  and  Rounsavall,  but  we  find  it  difficult  to  deter- 
mine '* which  from  tother."    We  copy  the  opening  chorus  : 

Your  Ck)mmlttee  on  Correspondence  herewith  submits  its  report  of 
the  review  of  the  proceedings  of  Sister  Grand  Jurisdictions  so  far  as  re- 
ceived. 

In  doing  so  we  have  met  with  very  few  questions  that  seemed  to  de- 
mand discussion.  The  mooted  questions  of  Templar  law  have  been  so 
generally  settled  by  the  new  code  that  they  are  entirely  eliminated.    The 
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statute  in  regard  to  non-affiliates  in  Lodge  and  Chapter  has  created  a 
little  ripple,  and  it  is  pretty  well  settled  that  an  effort  will  be  made  at 
Louisville  next  year  to  amend  it..  We  have,  under  the  head  of  Illinois, 
g'lven  the  views  of  the  senior  member  of  the  Committee  in  regard  to 
this  statute.  It  might  be  added  that  be  concurs  in  the  views  given  by 
the  Grand  Master  of  Colorado.  The  statute  makes  non-voluntary  affilia- 
tion, if  persisted  in  for  six  months,  a  Templar  offense.  Under  our  Temp- 
lar law  there  can  be  no  virtual  suspension  or  expulsion;  a  member  can 
only  be  punished  after  having  had  charges  preferred,  due  notice  and  a 
fair  trial.  Moreover,  he  cannot  be  compelled  to  incriminate  himself. 
Therefore,  he  cannot  be  required  to  say  whether  he  is  or  is  not  affiliated 
when  his  answers  are  liable  to  be  used  against  him  on  trial. 

This  report  has  been  written  by  the  two  members  whose  names  are 
appended,  and  while  they  have  had  no  opportunity  for  consideration,  and 
each  has  written  what  he  pleases  in  regard  to  the  particular  proceedings 
he  has  reviewed,  it  is  all  given  as  the  joint  work  of  the  Committee. 

Occasionally,  perhaps,  each  has  had  occasion  to  say  something  of  a 
personal  nature  in  response  to  the  brethren  of  the  guild,  but  we  doubt 
not,  in  such  caries,  if  not  stated  the  author  will  be  identified  by  the  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  proceedings  of  forty  Templar  Grands  receive  brief  considera- 
tion, Mississippi  for  1898  getting  nearly  two  and  one-half  pages.  Our 
good  Bro.  Elgin,  evidently,  is  the  author  of  the  review  of  Mississippi. 
He  is  always  courteous,  but  has  convictions  of  his  own  and  the  courage 
to  back  them  up.  He  criticises  the  Law  Committee's  report  on  the  elec- 
tion case  and  adds  :  '*For  our  part  we  think  the  Grand  Encampment  did 
a  righteous  thing  in  making  a  universal  rule  that  will  prevent  a  few 
members  who  have  not  the  nerve  to  cast  a  vote  from  being  counted  as 
votes,  and  to  obstruct  the  business  of  the  Commandery.'' 

His  attention  to  our  report  is  full,  kind  fraternal  and  flattering.  We 
copy : 

From  the  general  tenor  of  sentiment  expressed  by  our  Mississippi 
Praters  it  would  seem  that  the  less  the  Grand  Encampment  does,  the  bet- 
ter it  would  suit  them.  When  the  above  was  written,  appeals  to  other 
Grand  Jurisdictions  were  being  made  urging  such  changes  in  its  organic 
law  as  would  have  effectually  prevented  it  from  doing  anything  more 
than  it  had  already  done  years  ago. 

He  honors  our' proceedings  of  1897  with  a  half  dozen  pages  of  review, 
quotation  and  comment  in  good  spirit,  and  generally  with  approval.  He 
says :  "The  Grand  Prelate's  address  was  an  eloquent  and  interesting 
effort :"  and  of  Grand  Commander  Brinkerhoff's  address  he  says :  "The 
address  is  a  well  written  paper,  but  is  devoted  entirely  to  local  matters." 
Praise  from  Sir  Knight  DeLap  is  "praise  indeed."  Candor  and  inde- 
pendence of  thought  and  expression  are  his  strong  points,  and  no  one 
scorns  the  arts  of  the  flatterer  more  than  he. 

He  re-produces  Mrs.  Brewster's  letter  in  full. 

Referring  to  a  little  criticism  of  ours  on  the  report  of  one  of  their 
Committees,  he  says  in  a  pleasant  way  :  "Bro.  Elgin  has  jumped  to  the 
conclusion  that  we  wish  to  bar  members  of  the  Roman,  Greek  and  Angli- 
can Commmunions  because  they  have  no  religion."  We  must  confess 
that  neither  of  them  have,  in  our  opinion,  enough  religion  to  brag  of. 
But,  somehow  or  other,  we  lose  confidence  in  those  who  brae  of  their 
virtue  or  their  courage.    He  says  :     "Bro.  Elgin  knows  as  weflas  we  do 

0-6 
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that  a  Roman  Catholic  is  not  a  fit  candidate  for  any  Degree  in  Masonry 
or  Templary,  hence  his  show  of  religious  tolerance  is  far-fetched  and  un- 
called for." 

Not  so,  Bro.  Delap.  We  have  often  sat  in  our  Lodge  with  members 
who  were  not  only  Roman  Catholics,  but  were  good,  zealous,  devoted 
Masons.  Within  the  last  ironth  I  sat  in  our  Commandery  with  one  for 
whom  I  voted  and  on  whom  I  helped  to  confer  the  Orders  of  the  Temple. 
I  know  of  many  members  of  that  church  who  are  physically,  morally  and 
intellectually  fitted  for  any  Degree  in  Masonry,  and  I  only  wish  the  rules 
of  their  church  did  not  prevent  them  from  applying  for  admission. 

The  Templar  law  requires  that  a  candidate  shall  declare  that  he  is 
a  firm  believer  in  the  Christian  religion.  Beyond  this  there  is  no  rule  of 
faith  laid  down,  and  the  particular  branch  of  the  Christian  Church  to 
which  he  belongs  would  never  be  inquired  into  by  us  in  voting  on  his 
petition.  So  far  as  individual  fitness  is  concerned,  we  believe  a  ffood 
Roman  Catholic  is  as»  well  fitted  for  admission  as  a  good  Protestant,  and 
legally  as  well  qualified. 

In  all  of  which  we  fully  concur.  It  is  not  the  man  but  the  '^confes* 
sional"  that  we  object  to,  together  with  the  opposition  of  the  church  to 
the  Masonic  Order  and  the  blind  devotion  of  its  members  to  its  rules. 
Remove  this  bar  and  there  is  no  class  of  any  community,  the  members 
of  which  would  make  better  Masons  in  all  respects.  Some  of  our  beat 
friends  are  Catholics  and  we  would  be  glad  to  follow  Bro.  Elgin's  exam- 
ple, in  their  case,  and  take  the  risk. 

The  report  though  short,  is  an  exceptionally  good  one^  We  copy  the 
^'conclusion,"  which  is  the  work  of  Bro.  Rouosavall,  whom  we  cordially 
welcome  to  the  family  of  The  Mutuals.  No  "apology"  is  necessary. 
**May  you  live  long  and  prosper." 

A  year  ago  the  junior  member  of  this  Committee  received  a  request 

from  the  Chairman  to  aid  him  in  the  preparation  of  the  report.  Being  a 
novice  in  work  of  the  kind  we  felt  constrained  to  decline  unequivocally, 
but  we  had  never  failed  to  discharge  any  Masonic  duty  imposed  upon  us  and 
hesitated  to  de  so  this  time.  We  felt  embarrassed  in  attempting  work 
along  with  Sir  Knight  Elgin,  who  is  so  capable  and  experienced.  How- 
ever, we  did  the  best  we  could  under  the  circumstances  and  in  the  time 
at  our  disposal.  We  believed  that  our  beginning  would  also  be  the  ending 
of  our  experience  as  a  Correspondent.  To  our  surprise  Sir  Knight  Elgin 
sent  us  sixteen  volumes  to  review  for  a  second  year's  work.  Wo  then 
for  the  first  time  examined  our  printed  report  and  found  that  Sir  Kright 
Elgin  had  in  a  very  courteous  manner  introduced  us  to  the  circle  of  Cor- 
respondents as  a  member  thereof.  We  make  our  bow.  If  apology  is  in 
order,  call  upon  Sir  Knight  Elgin. 

R.-.  E.-.  Sir  A.  R.  Howard  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 


TENNESSEE— 1900. 

The  Thirty-eighth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Nashville,  May 
15th.  There  were  present:  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Jno.  K.  Currier,  Grand  Com- 
mander, Sir  Jno.  B.  Garrett,  Grand  Recorder,  all  the  other  Grand  Offl- 
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cers  and  RepreseDtatives  of  15  Subordinate  Commanderies,  also  3  Past 
Grand  Commanders  and  14  Grand  Representatives. 

The  address  is  a  short,  business  paper,  containing  nothing  of  gen- 
oral  interest.  Due  tribute  is  paid  to  the  Kentucky  dead  of  his  own  juris- 
diction. He  made  several  visitations  to  his  subordinates.  His  dispen- 
sations were  for  proper  purposes,  including  one  t )  a  subordinate  to  ap- 
pear at  the  reception  of  First  Tennessee  Regiment  **on  their  return 
from  the  Philippines."  We  find,  in  the  minutes,  an  account  of  the  re- 
ception of  oar  distinguished  friend,  The  Celebrated  Templar  and  Ma- 
sonic Tramp, 'Brother  Jno.  Corson  Smith,  of  Illinois,  which  we  copy  in 
full : 

An  escort  was  formed  and  the  distinguished  Sir  Knight  was  intro- 
duced to  the  Grand  Commandery  by  Right  Eminent  Sir  Wilbur  F.  Fos- 
ter in  the  following  remarks  : 

Jiight  EminerU  Grand  Commander  and  Sir  Knights  of  the  Grand  Commanr 
dery  of  Tennessee : 

We  have  with  us  today  a  well  known  Frater  from  one  of  the  proud- 
est and  strongest  Grand  Jurisdictions  in  the  Templar  world.  In  point 
of  numbers  it  is,  I  believe,  the  fourth,  numbering  upon  its  rolls  more 
than  ten  thousand  valiant  Knights.  In  point  of  zeal,  energy,  and 
Knightly  accomplishments,  and  m  the  practice  of  true  Knightly  cour- 
tesy there  are  none  to  surpass  the  valiant  Knights  of  the  great  State  of 
Illinois,  or  before  whom  our  banners  should  be  lowered. 

He  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  introduce  is  one  whom  his  Brethren 
have  delighted  to  crown  with  the  laurels  of  every  office  in  their  gift.  I 
will  not  try  to  tell  them  all — there  is  not  time ;  but  they  have  ma^e  him 
Grand  Master  of  Masons  and  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar, 
and  be  stands  today  one  of  the  first  among  his  equals,  beloved  and  hon- 
ored by  those  who  know  him  best,  the  Brethren  of  his  own  great  State. 

In  private  life,  an  honored  citizen ;  in  political  life.  Lieutenant- 
Governor  ;  in  the  clash  of  arms  and  following  the  flag  he  loves  so  well, 
the  stars  and  stripes,  a  distinguished  General,  he  has  in  all  positions 
ever  oeen  found  the  same  true  and  manly  man. 

Well  known  and  honored  abroad  as  well  as  at  home—in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland  ;  in  France  and  Egypt,  and  the  Holy  Land  ;  in  the 
isles  of  the  sea,  and  all  over  our  own  beloved  land,  one  and  all  are  glad 
to  meet  and  welcome  the  author  of  the  charmingly  interesting  and  in- 
structive sketches  of  travel  annually  published  in  the  Reports  on  Tem- 
plar Correspondence  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Illinois.  I  have  the 
honor  to  introduce  Greneral  John  Corson  Smith,  Past  Grand  Commander 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Illinois. 

To  which  Right  Eminent  Sir  Knight  Smith  responded  in  part  as  fol- 
lows: 

Bight  Eminent  Ghrand  Commander  and  Sir  Knights  of  the  Splendid  Jurisdic- 
tion  of  Tennesssee : 

It  has  long  been  my  desire  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  you 
in  Grand  Conclave;  I  have  made  several  efforts,  and  have  as  often 
failed. 

It  is  a  source  of  great  gratification  to  me  to  be  here,  as  I  have 
longed  to  meet  and  mingle  with  my  old  friends,  friends  that  I  made 
dtiring  the  clash  of  arms  between  the  States,  friends  I  love,  though  on 
different  sides,  fighting  under  different  flags  and  for  different  ideas^  but 
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each  fighting  for  what  they  conceived  to  be  right.  I  love  the  man  who 
has  the  courage  of  his  convictions,  whether  that  man  wore  the  blue  or 
the  gray. 

I  spent  three  years  of  my  life  in  Tennessee  during  that  dark  and 
bloody  struggle ;  I  have  a  brother  who  sleeps  in  the  National  Cemetery 
at  Chattanooga ;  and  another  fell  at  Duck  River.  These  are  ties  that 
bind  me  more  strongly  to  Tennessee,  if  possible,  than  those  of  Free- 
masonry orTemplarism.  I  have  girded  the  earth,  and  I  have  met  Free- 
masons and  Knights  Templar  in  every  land,  but  nowhere  have  I  seen  a 
finer  body  of  men  or  nobler  and  braver  Templars  than  those  with  whom 
it  is  my  pleasure  to  meet  within  this  sacred  asylum  today. 

Hadyou  the  time  to  listen,  I  could  detail  many  scenes  of  interest  U> 
you  as  Templars,  but  you  have  convened  for  business  and  T  will  not 
longer  trespass  upon  your  time. 

I  thank  you  for  the  courteous  reception  you  as  the  representatives  of 
Templarism  in  the  grand  old  State  of  Tennessee  have  accorded  me. 

The  proceedings,  otherwise,  are  of  local  interest  only.  The  Grand 
Treasurer  reports,  ^^Jidlaiux,  nothing j"  which  indicates  an  unhealthy 
financial  condition,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  present  imperialistic  admin- 
istration !  We  regret  to  see  that  the  military  reception  dispensation  re- 
ferred to  above,  did  not  seem  to  fit  Master  Overseer  Foster's  square,  the 
**Bug  Bear"  precedent  standing  in  the  way.    Perhaps  he  was  right. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  made  a  second  report  in  which  he  claims  & 
cash  **balance"  of  $580.07. 

Total  membership  995— a  gain  of  4. 
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This  is  the  maiden  e£fort  of  Bro.  George  H.  Morgan,  covers  only  37 
pages,  noticing  briefly  of  course,  the  doings  of  a  majorityj'of  Templar    * 
governing  bodies.    He  opens  as  follows : 

On  entering  a  new  field,  especially  following  the  immediate  footsteps 
of  so  able  and  courteous  a  Sir  Knight  as  Wilbur  F.  Foster,  apologies  are 
doubtless  expected  in  advance.  Apologies  never  slake  thirst,  appea.se 
hunger,  nor  gratify  intellect,  so  we  offer  our  report,  and  when  finished 
present  it  as  its  own  apology,  trusting  that  we  may  be  able  to  present 
such  a  narrative  of  facts  interwoven  with  proper  comments  that  it  will 
a|t  least  be  read  by  our  Companion  Sir  Knights  with  some  pleasure  and 
profit. 

Mississippi  for  1899  gets  only  a  dozen  pages.  Although  short  the 
report  is  a  good  one.  It  would  have  been  longer  but  for  the  admonition 
— ''Brevity  will  be  expected.  You  will  not  fill  as  much  space  as  with  a 
Grand  Lodge  Report.*'  The  * 'apology"  of  the  Report  is  accepted  as  valid 
and  satisfactory. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Robt.  Ross  'Freeman  is  G.  C;  E.*.  Sir  John  B.  Garrett, 
Grand  Recorder,  and  we  presume  Bro.  Morgan  is  Correspondent,  al- 
though.nothing  is  recorded. 

WASHINGTO  N—1  9  0  0.  ^ 

The  13th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Tacoma,  June  6th.    Present : 
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R.-.  E.-.  Prank  W.  Churohouae,  G.  C;  E.'.  Sir  Yancey  C.  Blalock,  Grand 
Recorder,  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  8  Past  Grand  Commanders,  16 
Orand  Representatives  and  representatives  from  9  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  constructed  on  the  full  text  of 
Correspondence  plan,  which  we  are  not  partial  to.  He  granted  a  few 
permits  to  ballot  out  of  time,  which  was  proper.  He  reported  that  five 
of  his  Subordinates  had  been  pious  on  * 'Easter."  One  of  them  with 
"about  35  swords  f^^  two  others  with  * 'about  60  swords"  each,  another  with 
"about  50  swords,"  and  the  last  with  about  25  stoords"— total  230  swords  in 
God's  houses,  and  for  what  f  Certainly  not  as  emblems  of  devotion,  piety, 
peace  or  righteousness.  He  then  remarks,  "I  hope  that  other  Com- 
manderies  simply  'forgot'  to  report."  We  hope  that  they  had  respect 
-enough  for  God  and  His  house  to  enter  it  as  real  worshippers,  not  with 
arms  and  the  trappings  of  war.  It  is  strange  that  the  brethren  do  not 
realize  the  fact  that  their  presence  as  an  Order  at  church  would  be  much 
more  acceptable  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  sensible  people  if  they  went 
without  swords  or  banners. 

He  reports  the  Order  in  a  "fairly  prosperous"  condition.  He  believes 
in  "drills,  tacks"  and  "uniforms"  galore. 

The  proceedings  afford  nothing  of  general  interest.  Treasury  in 
good  shape.    We  find  the  following  report  in  the  minutes  : 

The  following  report  was  read  and  on  motion  the  same  was  not  con- 
curred in  : 
To  the  R.".  E.'.  Commander,  Officers  ^and  Sir  Knights  of  the  R.*.  E.*. 

Grand  Commandery  of  Washington  : 

Your  Committee  on  Grievance  and  Appeals  have  considered  the 
matter  referred  to  it,  viz  : 

The  appeal  of  Sir  Knight  David  L.  Demorest  from  the  decision  of 
the  Eminent  Commander  of  Ivanhoe  Commanderv  No.  4,  refusing  to  en- 
tertain a  motion  to  reconsider  the  motion  by  which  Sir  Knight  Demorest 
was  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  and  have  arrived  at  the  follow- 
conclusion : 

First.  That  the  vote  taken  was  subject  to  reconsideration  during 
the  session  at  which  it  was  taken. 

Second.    That  ^he  motion  to  reconsider  was  promptly  made. 

Third  That  the  Eminent  Commander  erred  in  deciding  that  the 
motion  was  out  of  order  and  could  not  be  entertained. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

N.  S.  Porter, 
John  H.  Shaw, 
J.  W.  Weatherwax, 
Committee. 

Glancing  ahead  a  little  we  find  that  Bro.  Demorest  notified  the  Body 
that  he  appealed  from  its  action  on  his  case,  to  the  Grand  Encampment. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  report  of  Committee  should  have 
been  adopted  unanimously,  the  facts  being  as  stated.  Total  membership 
663— a  gain  of  40. 
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Is  the  9th  in  line  of  Grand  Recorder  Blalock's  productions  and,  likd 
the  balance  of  the  family,  is  first-class.  The  report  covers  88  pages  and 
considers  the  doings  of  most  of  the  governing  Templar  Bodies.  Missis- 
sippi for  1899  among  the  number. 

Under  Arkansas  he  grumbles  because,  since  the  '^constitution-'  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  at  Washington,  no  representative  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  has  ever  honored  them  with  a  visit.  Our  good  brother  has 
no  kick  due  him,  as  Mississippi  is  nearly  three  times  as  old  as  his  balli- 
.wick  and  has  never  been  so  honored.  Yet,  in  the  language  of  the  late 
D.  Webster,  "We  still  live."  Brother  B.  devotes  four  pages  to  Missls- 
ippi,  quoting  the  report  of  Law  Committee  in  extenso,  also  our  para- 
graph ancnt  Past  Grand  Commander  Weatherwax's  poetical  efihisions, 
but  without  comment.    Under  Texas  we  find  this  : 


(i 


THE   "WASHINGTON  MATTER. 


ji 


Ha  ing  received  several  communications,  both  written  and  oral,  rel- 
ative to  the  standing  of  Knights  Templar  of  Texas  as  regards  the  inter- 
diction of  Washington  (State  of)  Sir  Knights,  I  addressed  the  following 
communication  to  Grand  Master  Lloyd,  and  below  will  be  found  hib  reT»ly. 
This  refers  to  the  recognition  of  Washington  of  clandestine  Masons  and 
bears  more  particularly  upon  the  Negro.  Up  to  going  to  press  with  my 
report  I  have  not  heard  further  from  the  Grand  Master. 

Sir  Reuben  H.  Lloyd,  M.*.  E.'.  Grand  Master,  Grand  Encampment  K.  T, 

U.  S.  A.,  San  Francisco,  California  ; 
Dear  Sir  and  Prater: 

Several  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States,  among  them 
Texas,  have  already  passed  resolutions  severing  Masonic  relations  with 
the  State  of  Washington. 

The  indications  are  that  others  will  do  the  same  thing  as^soon  as  they 
hold  their  Annual  Grand  Meetings. 

Does  this  action  on  their  part  require  any  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Templars  of  the  United  States,  and  if  so,  should  it  be  the  action  of  State 
Grand  Commanderies,  or  should  it  be  considered  a  matter  for  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States  to  take  up. 

A.  A.  Johnson,  R.'.  £.*.  Grand  Commander,  Texas,  etc  : 

Dear  Sir  and  Frater  : 

Yourd  of  December  30th,  2898,  received.  The  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Washington  will.no  doubt  cause  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  in  our  Order.  There  being  no  Grand  Central  Body  for  the  Blue 
Lodge  Masonry,  of  course  the  Grand  Lodge  of  each  Jurisdiction,  within 
its  J  urisdiction,  is  supreme,  and  has  .the  absolute  right  to  determine,  so 
far  as  its  Jurisdiction  is  concerned,  who  are  and  who  are  not  regular  Blue 
Lodge  Masons,  and  interdict  communication  between  the  Blue  Lodge 
Masons  of  its  Jurisdiction  and  the  Blue  Lodge  Maeons  of  any  other  Juris- 
diction whom  it  may  adjudge  and  determiae  to  be  irregular.  This  being 
the  case,  of  course  every  Master  Mason  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  Texas 
must  obey  the  mandate  of  its  Grand  Lodge  ;  and  as  long  as  we  recognize 
the  Royal  Arch  and  the  Blue  Lodge  in  our  Order,  so  long  will  we  be 
bound  to  obey  the  regulations  of  the  several  Jurisdictions  over  Blue 
Lodge  Masonry,  when  we  are  within  the  boundary  of  the  Jurisdiction.  I 
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teke  it,  therefore,  that  neither  the  Encampment  nor  the  Grand  Gom- 
mandery  can  make  any  rules  in  conflict  with  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the 
action  of  either  of  the  latter  Bodies  would  not  be  necessary  in  this  mat- 
ter. For  the  Templars  of  Texas,  while  in  Texas  at  least,  can  onlv  recog- 
nise as  regular  Blue  Lodge  Masons  those  who  are  recognised  by  their 
Grand  Lodge.  This  is  my  present  opinion.  I  am  looking  into  the  mat- 
ter, and  will  write  you  further  hereafter. 

Gourteously  yours, 

R.  H.  Lloyd,  G.  M. 

We  copy  a  part  of  his^ valedictory  : 

The  principal  question  before  the  Templar  world  is  the  regulation 
as  U>  *  Voluntary  non-affiliation  for  six  montho  in  Lodge  and  Chapter,'* 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment.  Both  sides  of  the  question  have- 
strong  advocates.  As  to  our  individual  opinion,  we  think,  as  the  case  is 
generally  understood,  it  savors  of  ex  post  facto  law,  but  are  willing  to 
abide  by  the  majority  of  the  constituted  authority.  To  our  Fratera  of 
the  "Guild,"  we  hope  to  meet  each  and  every  one  at  Louisville  next  year 
and  extend  the  hand  of  good  will. 

Wishing  one  and  all'  of  our  readers  a  pleasant  and  prosperous  year, 
we  are  with  kindest  regards. 

And  beg  to  say  that  we  do  not  smell  any  '^ex  post  facto'*  odor  about  the 
law  at  all,  and  our  smellers  are  in  good  order. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Beverly  W.  Conier,  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Re- 
corder and  Correspondent  continued. 


W  YOMING-1900. 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Laramie,  April  Uth. 
Present:  R.*.  E.*.  Samuel  Deckey,  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Jno.  C. 
Baird,  Grand  Recorder,  4  Past  Grand  Commanders,  12  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives, and  delegates  from  5  subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  short  but  well  written  digest 
of  his  official  acts  and  deliverances,  in  which  we  find  nothing  out  of  the 
ordinary.  He  reports  the  Order  in  a  prosperous  and  flourishing  condi- 
tion, **one  new  Commandery,  and  a  healthy  growth  in  membership." 
Only  two  deaths  during  the  year.     No  dispensations  or  decisions. 

Proceedings  contain  nothing  of  general  interest.  The  Grand 
Treasury  contains  a  balance  of  $894.64,  which  is  good  for  so  small  a 
Jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Recorder  makes  the  following  claim  : 

By  comparison  it  is  found  that  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Wyoming 
still  holds  the  record  on  the  following  points  : 

1.  The  largest  percentage  of  Templars  to  the  population  of  the 
Grand  Jurisdiction ; 

2.  The  largest  percentage  of  Templars  to  the  number  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  in  the  Gr^nd  Jurisdiction  ; 

3.  The  largest  percentage  of  Templars  to  the  number  of  Master 
Masons  in  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  ; 

4.  The  largest  number  of  Subordinate  Commanderies  to  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Grand  Jurisdiction. 
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Besides,  there  is  a  Commandery  stationed  at  every  point  in  the 
Grand  Jurisdiction  where  there  is  located  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter. 

Which  is  a  trifle  remarkable. 

Portraits  of  two  Past  Grand  Commanders,  Sirs  Wm.  A.  Robbing, 
'98,  and  Otto  Gram,  '90,  both  fine  looking  meu,  adorn  the  pamphlet. 

Total  membership  381— a  grain  of  39. 

Correspondence  is  the  work  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Baird,  covers 
50  pages,  reviews,  briefly,  the  minutes  of  43  Templar  governinsf  Bodies, 
including  Mississippi  for  '99,  in  the  author's  usual  pleasant  and  instruc- 
tive style.  Our  Brother  was  somewhat  handicapped  by  ill  health, 
during  the  year,  but  reported  a  marked  improvement  and  is  now,  we 
hope,  in  perfect  health. 

Under  Arkansas  we  find  and  endorse  this  : 

Among  the  dispensations  granted  by  the  Bir  Knight  was  one  which 
he  sets  down  as  follows  :  ** April  8th,  1898,  to  Hot  Springs  Commandery 
to  parade  as  escort  to  a  company  of  volunteers  en  route  to  the  seat  of 
war."  While  there  was  no  authority  to  grant  such  a  dispensation  to  the 
Commandery,  it  must  be  conceded  that  the  patriotic  enthusiasm  mani- 
fest in  the  act  was  sufficient  to  excuse  the  over-riding  of  one  of  the 
tenets  of  Templar  law.    The  loyalty  of  Arkansas  is  all  right. 

Our  Brother's  review  of  Mississippi  is  short  but  courteous.  He  calls 
our  beloved  Brother  Jno.  Logan  Power,  *  Sir  G,  L.  Power*,  Grand  Re- 
coT-der,"  which  offense  we  hope  will  not  be  repeated.  However,  the 
*  intelligent  compositor"  is  probably  at  the  bottom  of  it. 

He  has  a  few  pleasant  words  for  this  committee,  which  are  appre- 
ciated.   We  copy  his  conclu«»ion  : 

If  the  paucity  of  controversial  questions  continues  the  mission  of  the 
Correspondent  as  an  advocate  must  soon  end.  There  seems  to  be  but 
one  important  question  for  discussion,  and  that  is  the  standing  of  Tem- 

Slars  on  dimit  from  their  Blue  Lodges.    Reviews  must  perforce  come 
own  to  the  dry  resume  of  routine  proceedings  unless  some  inventive  or 
daring  Templar  shall  throw  his  gauntlet  into  the  arena. 

We  also  appropriate  the  annexed  gem  of  poesy  : 

"THE  GOLDEN  CITY." 


"On  roseate  shores,  ?.n  evening's  g?ow. 

With  pulsing  music  soft  and  sweet. 
While  winds  of  summer  gently  blow. 

The  waves  of  Time's  great  ocean  beat ; 
No  cloud  obscures  the  heavenly  dome, 

And  only  on  the  shining  sea 
The  tossing  crests  of  silver  foam 

Presage  the  tempest  yet  to  be. 

"Low  down  upon  the  ocean's  verge. 

Blent  with  the  waters  and  the  skies, 
Far,  far  across  the  sounding  surge, 

The  Golden  City's  towers  arise  : 
Fair  in  the  sunset  light  they  gleam 

Youth's  chosen  realm,  lK>ld  manhood's  goal 
The  promised  land  of  fancy's  dream, 

The  Golden  City  of  the  soul ! 
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(I 


How  softly  bright,  how  purely  cold, 

Those  domes  and  pinnacles  of  bliss  I 
How  radiant,  through  its  gates  of  gold, 

That  world  of  rapture  smiles  on  this  I 
How  glorious,  in  the  dying  day, 

O'er  bastion  ridge  and  glimmering  moat, 
Through  rainbow  clouds  and  rosy  spray. 

Its  purple  banners  flash  and  float  I" 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Jethro  T.  HoUiday  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Re- 
corder and  Correspondent  continued. 


WEST    VIRGINIA— 19  00. 

The  26th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Fairmont,  May  9th.  Pres- 
ent R.\  E.\  Sir  George  W.  DeBolt,  G.  C;  E.\  Sir  Robert. 'C.  Darring- 
ton,  Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  balance  of  the  staff,  5  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders, a  long  list  of  Past  Commanders,  18  Grand  Representatives  and 
delegates  from  most  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies.  (We  find  no  re- 
port of  Credential  Committee.) 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  a  resume  of  his  official  acts  and 
deliverances.    He  opens  as  follows  : 

To  stand  before  you  today  and  cordially  welcome  you  to  the  city  of 
my  home  and  to  the  Asylum  of  my  home  Commandery,  is  not  only  the 

Froudest  moment  of  my  life,  but  one  of  the  most  pleasant  official  duties 
have  had  to  perform.  On  behalf  of  my  own  Commandery,  as  well  as 
myself,  I  also  extend  Knightly  and  courteous  greeting  and  a  hearty  wel- 
come to  the  twenty-sixth  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

While  these  annual  s^atheriags  may  not  be  productive  in  bringing 
about  a  greater  degree  of  proficiency  in  ritualibtic  and  other  details  per- 
taining to  our  Order,  they  bring  us  into  closer  fellowship,  strengthen  the 
bonds  of  friendship  and  brotherly  love,  and  inspire  our  hearts  more 
deeply  with  a  greater  love  and  respect  for  the  noble  and  elevating  prin- 
ciples of  this  magnanimous  order.  Dissensions  may  arise  and  differences 
may  exist,  but  in  dealing  with  these  and  all  other  (questions  coming  be- 
fore this  Grand  Body,  may  you  be  so  guided  by  justice,  wisdom  and 
charity  that  peace  and  harmony  will  prevail. 

He  issued  two  dispensations  for  new  Commanderies  and  several  for 
other  and  special  purposes. 

Instead  of  summarizing  his  Correspondence  he  quotes  it  in  full, 
which  while  much  the  easiest  way  to  prepare  an  address,  is  calculated  to 
excite  the  ire  of  reviewers  and  is  a  custom,  we  trust,  that  will  not  be- 
come general. 

Proceedings  contain  nothing  particularly  startling.  The  Grand 
Inspector  visited  every  Commandery  but  one  and  reports  the  Order  as 
being  in  about  the  same  condition  as  last  year.  Grand  Treasurer  re- 
ports a  balance  due  him  of  $45.07,  and  total  receipts  of  ^1,109.00. 

Grand  Recorder  reports  121  created ,   48  admitted-;   8  reinstated ; 
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total  gain  177.  Dimitted  02,  flmspended  13,  erroneously  reported  2,  died 
10,  total  loBS  87,  leaving  a  net  gain  of  90. 

Correepondenoe  is  the  fourth  of  the  line  of  these  papers  from  the 
fertile  brain  of  Bro.  W.  W.  Van  Winkle,  in  which  the  transactions  of 
39  Grand  Commanderies,  not  including  ours,  are  carefully  and  cour- 
teously considered.  The  document  covers  104  pages  and  is  an  excellent 
report. 

Under  Maine  we  find  he  has  appropriated  Bro.  Berry's  statistics  and 
as  they  are  interesting,  we  follow  suit.    Besides  they  are  short : 

COMPARISON  OF  NORTH  AMERICAN  STATISTICS. 


Date. 


1870 
1880 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 


Templars 


25,844 

50,681 

84,923 

88.094 

93,874 

99,429 

102,708 

107,195 

111,894 

114,439 

117,534 

118,182 


Royal 
Arch. 


96.265 
127,025 
157,898 
165,193 
174,232 
184,430 
192,875 
199,680 
200,167 
210,763 
214,6vj8 


M.  Masons 


483,535 
573,317 
651,028 
673,643 
695,193 
722,733 
746,292 
765,293 
781,670 
804,706 
817,000 
827,740 


Percentage 

of  Templars 

to  M.  Ma- 


sons. 


5. 

8  84 
13. 

13.077 
13.5 
13.757 

13  762 
14. 
14,31 
14.221 

14  386 
14  277 


Under  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Itsland  we  find  this  : 

He  was  confronted  with  the  non-afiiliatioQ  amendment  and  like 
others  referred  to  the  Grand  Master  who  consistently  holds  that  it  ap- 
plies from  the  date  of  promulgation,  and  the  word  '^hereafter"  was  used 
to  prevent  the  law  having  retroactive  effect. 

While  we  can  concede  this  construction  can  be  given,  we  did  not  so 
understand  the  purpose  in  the  Grand  Encampment,  but  that  it  applied 
only  to  members  who  should  thereafter  become  unaffiliated  with  Lodge 
and  Chapter,  and  to  such  as  should  subsequently  become  Commandery 
members.  The  Grand  Encampment  must  meet  this  question  again  at 
Louisville. 

Of  course  we  know  nothing  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment in  passing  the  law,  but  what  we  do  know  is,  that  the  law,  as  en- 
acted,  admits  of  but  one  construction  and  that  the  one  given  by  the 
Grand  Master. 

We  copy  his  **conclusion  :" 

We  have  reached  another  milestone  in  our  record  of  Correspondence, 
and  confess  we  are  not  satisfied  with  our  labor.  We  have  not  been 
permitted  to  give  as  much  time  to  this  duty  as  we  contemplated,  and 
throughout  have  been  harassed— more  properly  embarrassea — with  ex- 
acting business  demands  on  our  tinie.    Our  efforts  have  been  to  elctract 
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all  that  occurred  in  the  several  Grand  Jurisdictions  that  seemed  to  be 
important,  and  it  is  presented  to  you  for  what  it  is  worth,  and  the  trust 
that  you  will  be  interested. 

Not  much  has  occurred  in  the  Templar  world  to  provoke  question 
since  the  laws  were  revised  by  the  Grand  Encampment.  There  is  some 
doubt  about  the  leg^islation  concerning  dependent  membership  and  non- 
affiliation.  There  is  evidently  further  legislation  on  these  questions  to 
be  had  in  Liouisville. 

R.-.  E.-.  Sir  Frank  H.  Marshall  is  G.  C;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondent as  before. 


WISCONSI  N— 1  9  0  0. 

The  42d  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  October  9th. 
There  were  present:  .R.'.  E.'.  L.  A.  Bishop,  Grand  Commander,  E.*. 
Sir  Geo.  H.  Francis,  Grand  Recorder,  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  8 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  2  Past  Deputy  Grand  Commanders,  2  Past 
Grand  Generalisimos,  5  Past  Grand  Captains  General,  19  Past  Com- 
manders, 20  Grand  Representatives,  and*  delegates  from  28  Subordinate 
Comamnderies . 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  covers  26  pages  and  is  an  epitome 
of  a  successful  administration.  Appropriate  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memr 
ory  and  merit  of  the  Knightly  dead,  among  them,  we  regret  most  sin- 
cerely to  find  the  name  of  Grand  Recorder  Jno.  W.  Lafiin,  who  entered, 
we  trust,  his  heavenly  rest  on  August  30th,  at  11:40  a.  m.  The  Grand 
Commander  appointed  E.'.  Sir  Geo.  H.  Francis,  a  lawyer  and  "Christ- 
ian gentleman"— a  rare  combination — to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of 
the  lamented  Lafiin.  As  he  made  the  matter  a  subject  of  prayer,  we  are 
inclined  to  believe  the  appointment  was  an  eminently  wise  one.  He 
issued  quite  a  number  of  dispensations,  but  all  for  wise  and  proper  pur- 
poses. 

He  made]  four  decisions,  all  of  which  are  correct,  except  the  third, 
which  we  quote : 

January  27,  1900,  I  received  the  following  from  a  Recorder  :  "What 
is  the  status  of  a  member  dropped  from  the  rolls,  as  stated  in  Article  5  of 
the  i3y  Laws  ?  It  would  seem  that  by  simply  paying  up  dues  would  rein- 
state. Now  what  is  the  difference  between  dropping  from  the  rolls  or 
suspension  for  non-pavment  of  arrearages  and  the  other  the  same  (sus- 
pension) he  can  only  be  restored  by  petition  and  ballot.  There  seems  to 
be  a  difference  for  the  same  offense . " 

Answer.  A  Sir  Knight  can  only  "be  dropped  from  the  rolls  for  non- 
payment of  dues,"  or  **suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,"  whichever 
term  you  use,  by  following  the  instructions  given  in  Article  5  of  the  By- 
Laws.  The  status  of  the  Sir  Knight  is  the  same  in  either  case.  To  be 
restored  to  good  standing  in  the  Commandery  does  not  restore  to  mem- 
bership in  the  Commandery.  This  can  only  be  done  by  petition  and 
unanimous  vote.  The  close  of  the  last  paragraph  of  Article  6  of  the  By- 
X*aws  "subject  to  being  reinstated  on  payment  of  arrearages,"  clearly 
means  that  the  arrearage  must  be  paid  in  order  that  the  Commandery 
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may  be  in  a  pOBition  to  take  action  ab  to  the  standing  of  the  Sir  Knight. 
A  majority  vote  will  restore  him  to  good  standing  in  the  Order,  while 
an  unanimojs  vote  will  be  required  to  restore  him  to  membership  in  the 
Commandery,  only  on  petition,  presented  after  being  restored  to  good 
standing  in  the  Order,  and  in  that  case  the  petition  ne^  not  lay  over  but 
be  acted  upon  at  once. 

The  above  case  differs  from  non-afflliation  in  Lodge  or  Chapter,  or 
both,  in  this,  that  when  a  Sir  Knight  has  been  reinstated  in  Lodge  or 
Chapter,  he  becomes  reinstated  in  good  standing  and  membership  in  the 
Commandery,  without  a  vote  of  the  Commandery,  as  the  offense  was  not 
committed  in  the  Commandery,  but  in  the  Lodge  and  Chapter,  and  he  be- 
ing restored  to  good  standing  and  membership  in  the  Lodge  and  Chapter, 
restores  him  to  good  standing  and  membership  in  the  Commandery.  The 
fact  of  the  name  of  a  Sir  Knight  being  dropped  from  the  roll  in  conse- 
quence of  non-payment  of  dues  should  not  in  itself  be  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent his  membership  being  restored  by  the  Commandery  after  he  has 
paid  all  arrearages  and  petitioned  for  the  same. 

In  our  judgment  he  makes  a  distinction  between  ^'suspension"  and 
'^dropping  from  the  roll,"  when  there  is  really  no  difference  between  the 
two.  Nor  do  we  think  it  just  or  right  to  make  either  of  these  unfortu- 
nates pass  the  ordeal  of  the  ballot — unanimous — in  order  to  be  restored 
to  membership.  This  should  never  'be  done  except  when  the  penalty 
was  inflicted  for  crime.  It  is  not  a  crime  against*  morality  or  Templary 
for  a  man  to  fall  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  in  a  large  majority  of 
cases,  hence  the  punishment  is  too  severe.  However,  the  Law  Commit- 
tee endorsed  the  decision— which  was  wrong— and  disapproved  of  some  of 
the  dispensations,  all  of  which,  as  we  remarked  above,  were  right  and 
proper. 

He  issued  General  Order  !No.  1,  rlgildy  enforcing  the  "Dependent 
Membership  Law,"  both  in  spirit  and  in  letter.  He  visited  every  Com- 
mandery in  the  Jurisdiction,  an  unusual  thing. 

The  whole  address,  as  well  as  his  administration,  are  creditable  to 
both  his  head  and  heart.  Wisconsin  generally  ''bobs  up  serenely" 
when  there  is  a  demand  for  grand  men.  She  is  cut  native  State  !  Sin- 
gular coincidence. 

The  proceedings  were  mostly  routine  and  local.  The  Grand  Re- 
corder reported  a  membership  of  3,149— a  gain  of  24.  Treasury  has  a 
balance  of  $3,276.00. 

A  Past  Grand  Master's  gavel  was  presented  to  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander Golden  in  a  neat  speech  by  a  plain  Sir  Knight — A.  E.  Matthu- 
8on.  Of  course  Brother  Goldin  responded  in  a  similar  strain.  We  find 
no  intimation,  in  the  minutes,  that  Wisconsin  contemplates  buying  a 
hotel  in  Louisville,  for  Triennial  uses. 

OOKRESPONDENCE. 

Eighty-seven  pages  of  the  pamphlet  are  occupied  by  this  report,  ^ 

which  is  the  I8th  in  regular  descent  from  the  pen  and  gray  matter  of 
our  Brother  Wm.  C.  Swain.    In  it  he  pays  his  intellectual  respects  to 
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the  transactions  of  forty  Templar  lef^islatures  in  his  usual  lucid  and  en- 
tertaining style.    He  opens  as  follows  : 

We  present  our  Eighteenth  Annual  Report.  We  pen  these  opening 
lines  with  a  heart  filled  with  sadness.  When,  in  1883,  we  presented  our 
first  report,  a  Brother  stepped  into  his  position  as  Grand  Recorder, 
with  whom  we  have  since  been  almost  daily  associated,  and  whom  we 
had  learned  to  love.    And  it  is  hard  to  believe  we  shall  see  kim  no  more. 

As  we  stood  by  his  open  coffin,  and  looked  upon  his  face,  memory 
called  up  the  numerous  similar  occcisions  when  he  had  stood  beside  us, 
and  the  peaceful,  smiling  look  upon  his  dead  face  seemed  to  indicate 
that  as  he  passed  away,  he  had  a  glimpse  of  the  coming  glory,  and  of 
reunion  with  loved  Brothers  gone  before. 

Another,  who  commenced  his  career  as  Correspondent  at  the  same 
time,  the  genial  and  courteous  Knight,  Ruckle,  has  also  ^crossed  the 
river.     **To  the  past  go  more  dead  faces,  every  year." 

Under  Arizona  he  pats  Brother  Belden  on  the  back,  coddles  .him  up 
considerably,  for  his  defense  of  winebibbing,  endorses  all  Belden  says, 
and  more  too,  all  of  which  is  easily  accounted  for. 

Speaking  of  *  ^temperance"  in  language  'as  being  a  good  thing  in 
discussing  such  matters  as  these,  we  beg  both  Brother  Swain  and 
Brother  Belden  to  read  the  23d  chapter  of  St.  Matthew's  Gospel,  where 
the  Master  exprobses  His  opinion  on  the  religious  characteristics  of  peo- 
ple who  make  clean  the  outside  of  the  cup  and  platter  while  within  is  all 
manner  of  uncleanness.  No  doubt  these  brethren  will  consider  our 
Lord's  language  as  somewhat  intemperate,  whether  they  say  so,  or  not, 
but  that  fact  will  not  detract  from  the  respectability  or  force  of  the  ex- 
ample as  a  rule  of  action  for  us  in  condemning  wrong  doing. 

From  his  review  of  Brother  Woodruff's  (Kentucky)  report,  we  clip 

this: 

Which  reminds  us,  apropos  of  nothing,  that  at  the  time,  some  six- 
teen or  eighteen  years  ago,  when  the  doctrine  of  trinity  was  under 
somewhat  heated  discussion,  one  of  the  most  urgent  advocates  of  the 
doctrine,  who  was  firmly  of  the  belief  that  all  who  could  not  swallow  it 
whole,  without  sauce,  should  be  incontinently  turned  out,  was  at  the 
same  time  in  urgent  need  of  discipline  from  the  prohibition  advocates, 
to  say  nothing  of  other  pecadilloes. 

For  the  purpose  of  asking — Who  was  the  culprit  and  what  were  the 
pecadilloes  referred  to  ? 

Our  Brother  William  devotes  five  and  a  half  pages  to  our  proceed- 
ings for  1899  and  1900,  condenses  what  he  doesn't  like  and  commends 
what  suits  his  perverted  taste.  Among  the  latter  he  quotes  Fred's 
' 'Commentary  on  the  law  making  power."  He  also  quotes  some  of  our 
timely  and  sensible  remarks  on  the  subject  of  wine-drinking,  pre- 
facing the  clipping  as  follows  : 

A  characteristic  report  on  Correspondence  from  DeLap.  We  give 
it  brief  notice,  because  proceedings  of  1900  are  past  due  as  we  write 
this.    We,  however,  again  make  the  assertion  that  he  lays  himself  open  ! 

to  the  charge  of  being  unchristian  when  he  makes  such  assertions  as  are  I 

1  contained  in  the  following  : 

After  which  he  soliloquizes  thusly : 
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Not  only  in  this  generation,  but  in  all  generations,  from  the  time  of 
Christ  down,  good  Christian  men  have  used  wine,  as  Christ  Himself  used 
it.  And  by  what  right  does  DeLap,  or  any  any  one  else,  say  they  are  not 
Christians  ?  Try  your  hand  ut  preaching  the  cardinal  virtues  of  tem- 
perance, Bro.  DeLap,  and  see  if  it  will  not  do  more  ^ood. 

In  his  conclusion  he  gets  a  good  deal  of  sound  sense  on  Masonic 
Homes.  In  Mississippi  they  are  trying  to  start  one,  as  is  also  the  ease 
in  Wisconsin.  They  have  about  $30,000  saved  for  the  purpose,  since 
1891.  DeLap  quotes  from  the  Ohio  statistics  of  the  Home,  showing  that 
besides  erection  of  building  the  cost  per  capita  of  maintaining  the  in- 
mates was  $209.00,  which  would  not  go  far,  supporting  100  inmates. 

We  can  only  repeat,  what  we  have  often  said  before,  that  our  Lord 
never  drank  alcohol  in  any  shape.    Nor  has  any  ^*good'^  Christian  men  or 
women  in  this  or  any  age,  and  Bro.  Swain  knows  it  as  well  as  we  do 
Alcohol  and  Godliness  won't  assimilate  and  you  may  as  well  quit  trying 
to  make  them  do  so.    Referring  to  Bro.  Cobb's  address  he  says : 

He  congratulates  the  Grand  Commando ry,  as  do  we,  on  the  restora- 
tion to  health  of  Bros.  Fred.  Speed  and  P.  M.  Savery,  who  one  year  ago 
were  very  ill,  the  former  in  Chicago.  We  could  illy  spare  such  members 
of  our  Order. 

He  revoked  the  dispensation  of  Mary  Savery  Commandery,  U.  D., 
because  they  violated  the  law  by  donating  back  to  candidates  a  portion 
of  the  fees  for  degrees,  but  restored  it  on  the  money  being  paid  back, 
and  the  promise  not  to  do  so  again.  He  recommended  as  a  partial 
remedy,  that  the  foes  for  degrees  be  fixed  high  enough  to  cover  cost  of 
uniform. 

He  quotes  some  of  our  squibs  in  last  report,  dividing  them  up  with 
the  following  remarks  between  : 

His  qualifying  remark,  **in  suflScient  (quantities,"  chanflres  the  whole 
meaning  of  the  above,  because  it  reduces  it  to  a  question  oF  temperance, 
and  thus  makes  the  paragraph  contradictory. 

But  the  following  gives  the  keynote  to  all  of  DeLap's  reports,  and 
shows  what  we  have  said  right  along,  that  he  simply  desires  a  good 
fight,  and  doesn't  desire  to  hurt  anybody : 

For  the  sake  of  the  point  of  charity  in  the  above,  we  forgive  the 
politics  in  it,  as  well  as  in  the  following  : 

Bro.  DeLap,  our  Grand  Commander's  name  is  Bishop — not  Bertrop. 
You  drank  too  much  cold  water  before  you  wrote  the  name. 

I  never  wrote  it  "Bertrop."  The  measley  *  intelligent  compositor" 
is  the  **son  of  a  Sea  Captain's  cook"  who  perpetrated  the  outrage.  For 
this  and  similar  deviltries  committed  by  him,  he  ought  to  be  hanged, 
and  no  doubt  that  will  be  his  ultimate  fate.        • 

Under  Montana,  after  reviewing  Bro.  Hedges'  Correspondence  Re. 
port  he  naively  remarks : 

''We  hope  to  meet  Hedges  at  Cincinnati  in  a  few  days,  and  will 
swap  lies." 

We  copy  his  conclusion  : 

The  main  topic  of  interest  continues  to  be  the  dependent  member- 
ship law — the  disputed  point  being  whether  it  is  retroactive.    As  a  mat- 
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ter  of  present  law,  there  can  be  no  question,  as  the  Graod  Master's  de- 
cision settles  the  point,  that  it  is  retroactive,  until  Grand  Encampment 
meets.  And  if  we  are  to  have  the  law  at  all,  we  can  see  no  reasod,  in 
Justice  or  equity,  why  the  Sir  Knight  who  has  been  nonafflliate  in  Lodge 
and  Chapter  these  many  years,  should  not  suffer,  as  well  as  he  who  be- 
comes one  tomorrow.  As  to  the  effect  of  the  law  so  far,  we  think  it  has 
been  to  reduce  slighly  membership  in  Commandery,  without  addincr  to 
that  of  other  bodies.  * 

Another  matter  of  interest  we  note,  is  the  increased  attention  paid 
to  inspections,  which,  instead  of  being  a  mere  perfunctory  duty,  per- 
formed as  an  adjunct  to  banquets,  is  rapidly  becoming  a  means  of  devel- 
oping discipline,  and  adding  to  interest  and  efficiency. 

R.V  E.'.  C.  A.  Lamoreux,  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  W.  W  Perryi 
Grand  Recorder ;  Correspondent  as  before. 


VERMONT— 1900. 

The  Fifty-eighth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Burlington,  June 
12th.  There  were  in  attendance  :  R.*.  E.*.  Jesse  E.  Thompson,  Grand 
Commander,  E. '.  Sir  W.  G.  Reynolds,  Grand  Recorder,  all  the  other 
Grand  Officers,  8  Past  Grand  Commanders,  1  Deputy,  1  Past  Grand 
Generalissimo,  and  Representatives  from  12  Subordinate  Comman- 
deries. 

The  address  of  the  R.*.  E.*.  is  a  pleasant  resume  of  a  quiet  but  suc- 
cessful administration,  but  is  mostly  local  in  its  references.  We  excerpt 
from  his  opening : 

Many  charming  and  beautiful  mornings  have  been  born  to  us  by 
that  sun,  whose  coming  opens  and  governs  the  day,  and  whose  disap- 
pearance gives  birth  to  the  twilight,  followed  in  turn  by  the  starry 
decked  heavens  and  the  deepening  shadows  of  night,  since  we  closed  the 
transactions  of  our  last  Annual  Conclave ;  and  I  now  welcome  you  to  the 
EHfty-eighth  Annual  Couclave  of  this  Grand  Commanderv. 

I  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  Grand  Commander  of 
Knights  Templar  and  Appendant  Orders  of  the  State  with  some  appre- 
ciation of  the  weighty  responsibilities  which  you,  my  Fraters,  and  Coun- 
selors, had  by  your  suffrages  placed  upon  my  shoulders.  The  fulfillment 
of  which  you  gave  me  strictly  in  charge  to  execute. 

We  are  all  of  one  family,  human  not  divine,  hence,  there  must  have 
been  faults,  mistakes  of  purpose,  not  intent  of  heart. 

As  you  cast  your  criticising  eye  over  these  events,  be  large  of  heart 
and  lenient  of  judgment,  imbued  with  the  forgiving  spirit  and  with 
charity  if  the  Executive  Officer  of  this  Grand  Body  has  failed  in  the 
proper  discharge  of  any  of  his  official  duties. 

It  has  been  my  purpose  to  so  administer  the  affairs  of  Templarism 
within  our  Grand  Jurisdiction  that  brotherly  love  and  harmony  should 
prevail,  thus  exemplifying  within  our  ranks  the  excellent  tenets  of  our 
faith,  unsullied  honor,  unwearied  .zeal  in  a  brother's  cause,  and  univer- 
sal benevolence. 

It  has  been  my  pleasupe  during  the  past  two  years,  to  represent  in 
various  ways,  this  Executive  Body,  a  body  whose  purposes  for  good  are 
as  extended  and  as  limitless  as  space  itself. 
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Oui^ Brother  seems  to  have  a  rather  large  sized  opinion  of  the  ''pur- 
poses" of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Vermont,  judging  by  the  closing 
clause  of  the  last  sentence  quoted,  and ,  as  our  divine  Lord  takes  more 
account  of  the  irUention  than  of  the  act  itself,  our  Green  Mountain  breth- 
ren have  considerable  to  their  credit  on  ihe  book  that  will  be  opened  on 
that  Last  Great  Day.  We  trust  that,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  they 
will  accomplish  all  those  purposes  to  the  largest  extent.  His  visitations 
were  quite  general  and  were  pleasant  and  profitable  no  doubt.  He 
naively  remarks  of  his  visit  to  Beauseant  Commandery :  *' After  reach- 
ing Brattleboro  we  received  that  constant  attention  which  unfits  one  for 
an  early  and  peaceable  return  home."  We  suggest  that  our  Brother 
join  the  Shriners  where  he  will  be  able  to  secure  a  permit  from  the 
^*head  of  the  family"  to  be  out  all  night  without  producing  a  ''state  of 


war. 


» 


He  granted  a  number  of  dispensations,  most  of  them  to  parade,  some 
to  "pilgrimage"  and  two  or  three  for  * 'Memorial  Day"  escort  duty. 
There  was  a  time  when  these  last  would  have  provoked  a  protest,  but  as 
we  grow  older  we  get  more  liberal  and  begin  to  feel  that,  as  no  evil  is  at 
all  likely  to  result  from  these  things,  it  is  as  well  to  turn  'em  loose. 

An  elegant  portrait  of  the  R.  *.  E.  *.  makes  the  frontispiece  of  the 
pamphlet.    A  frank,  open,  and  exceedingly  pleasant  face. 

The  Grand  Recorder  reports  receipts  of  $840 ;  a  total  membership  of 
1,697  and  a  net  gain  of  64. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  on  hand  of  $1,198.07.  A 
cx>mmittee  was  appointed  to  negotiate  the  purchase  of  a  hotel  in  Louis- 
ville for  use  of  the  Grand  Body  next  year. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Is  the  finished  production  of  our  much  valued  friend  and  brother, 
Past  Grand  Commander  ^Kittridge  Hoskins,  it  being  the  7th  of  the  line 
and,  like  the  other  six,  it  comes  up  to  the  best  standard  of  excellence. 
We  copy  his  opening : 

Your  Committee  on  Correspondence  herewith  submit  their  Seventh 
Annual  Report  of  the  proceedings  of  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions  for  the 
year  1899.  As  the  writer  was  about  to  commence  his  labors  he  was  taken 
with  a  severe  attack  of  the  grippe  which  confined  him  to  his  house  for 
nearly  four  weeks  and  at  one  time  he  was  most  forcibly  reminded  that 
"the  old  must  die  and  the  young  may  die,"  and  that  the  work  of  review 
he  had  so  thoroughly  enjoyed  in  the  past  would  devolve  upon  some  oae 
of  his  associates  upon  the  committee.  But  thanks  unto  Him,  in  whom 
we  are  early  taught  to  put  our  trust,  the  writer  is  again  enabled  to  enter 
upon  this  task  of  love.  A  review  of  the  several  Grand  Jurisdictions  as 
they  were  received  from  time  to  time,  shows  that  there  are  but  very  few 
questions  arising  to  provoke  disputation,  as  past  legislation  by  the  Grand 
Encampment  and  well  considered  decisions  have  settled  the  questions 
over  which  controversies  have  been  had  and  with  reference  to  which 
much  has  been  written.  It  is  exceedingly  fortunate  that  it  is  so,  for  it  is 
much  better  that  the  reviewer  should  confine  his  report  to  the  reproduo- 
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lion  of  some  of  the  more  important  doings  of  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions, 
the  ptrusal  of  which  by  Templars  of  his  own  Jurisdiction  will  be  both 
interesting  and  instructive,  rather  than  unseemly  contention  *'full  of 
sound  and  fury"  but  "signifying  nothing."  Therefore  this  report  will  be 
confined,  so  far  as  possible,  to  a  brief  review  of  that  which  our  sister 
Grand  Bodies  did  during  the  year  of  which  we  write.  As  has  been  our 
usual  custom,  and  for  the  greater  convenience  of  ouri  readers,  we  follow 
the  alphabetical  method  of  arrangement. 

Our  brother  has  our  sincere  sympathy  in  his  wrestle  with  the  grippe 
and  our  congratulations  on  his  recovery,  although  one  never  knows,  or  is 
sure,  that  he  is  well  of  the  disease. 

« 

Bro.  Hoskins' review  of  Mississippi  while  nece'sarily  short,  is  ex- 
tremely courteous  and  pleasant.    We  clip : 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  not  published.  In  his 
haste  in  leaving  home  he  forgot  to  bring  the  address  he  had  prepared, 
and,  therefore,  was  granted  "leave  to  print,"  bgt  the  Grand  Recorder  had 
not  received  it  when  he  made  up  the  proceedings  for  the  printer. 

The  Commiitee  on  Jurisprudence,  speaking  through  their  Chair- 
man, Sir  Frederic  Speed,  Past  Grand  Commander,  discuss  the  ques- 
tion whether  a  petition  for  the  Orders  can,  with  the  aid  of  a  special  dis- 
pensation of  the  Grand  Commander,  be  presented  and  acted  upon  at  a 
Special  Conclave  of  a  Commandery.  Their  conclusion  is  that  it  can- 
not, which  is  good  law  and  in  accordance  with  the  Statutes  of  the 
Grand  Encampment. 

What  is  lacking  in  the  proceedings  is  more  than  made  up  in  the  ex- 
cellent Correspondence  report  of  our  esteemed  Frater,  Sir  E.  G.  DeLap, 
Past  Grand  Commander.  The  report  embraces  the  proceedings  of  thirty- 
nine  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions, 'which  are  reviewed  wlih  great  care  and 
courteous  consideration.  He  makes  copious  extracts  from  address  and 
report  in  nearly  all  of  them,  but  owing  to  the  fact,  which  we  all  seem  to 
recognize,  "a  dearth  ef  exciting  topics  for  discussion,  hence  the  pithi- 
ness and  spice  that  arc  usually  In  evidence  in  these  reports  are  absent 
this  year  to  a  great  degree." 

You  did  just  right  my  dear  Fra'er,  and  you  could  put  the  C'om- 
mandcry  to  the  performance  of  a  better  or  more  sacred  duty,  outside 
their  own  Asylum.  We  should  revere  the  memory  of  the  dead,  whether 
they  wore  the  blue  or  the  gray,  and  their  last  resting  places  ought  to  be 
to  their  relatives  and  friends,  a  sacred  sbnne  to  which  annual  pilgrim- 
affe  should  be  made.  We  are  a  united  country,  and  don't  believe  any 
Sir  Knight  will  be  made  disloyal  by  acting  as  escort  to  a  Camp  of  Vete- 
rans of  the  Confederacy,  when  they  go  to  deposit  the  sweet  flowers  of 
spring-time  upon  the  graves  of  their  dead.  We  never  were  built  to 
think  so,  even.  And  we  rejoice  that  there  is  something  a  Commandery 
of  Knights-  Templar  can  find  to  do  outside  their  own  Asylum,  and  in  full 
uniform,  aside  that  permissible  for  a  Blue  Lodge  to  do. 

WhicA  shows  that  there  is  nothing  narrow  or  bigoted  in  the  make 
up  of  this  grand  man.    We  copy  his  conclusion,  long  as  it  is,  without 
apology : 

We  have  endeavored  to  digest  as  best  we  could  the  important  and 
most  interesting  portions  of  each  of  the  several  Grand  Jurisdictions  as 
they -have  appeared  to  us  on  a  review  of  the  proceedings,  that  our  read- 
ers might  know  something  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  Templar  world 
around  us.    We  have  interjected  but  few  opinions  of  our  own  in  this  re- 
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port,*  as  the  questions  formerly  at  Issue  have  been  settled,  for  a  time 
at  least,  by  the  legislation  of  the  last  Grand  EncampmeDt.  We  cuuld 
not  forbear,  however,  discussing  at  some  length  the  question  of  non-affil- 
iation in  Lodge  and  Chapter  in  view  of  the  construction  given  the  stat- 
ute of  the  Grand  Encampment,  upon  that  subject,  by  our  Most  Eminent 
Grand  Master.  We  believe  his  construction  to  be  wrong,  contrary  to 
the  intention  of  ofir  Grand  Templar  legislature,  and  contrary  to  all  well 
established  judicial  decisions  with  reference  to  the  construction  of  stat- 
utes ;  and  we  are  supported  in  our  view  by  some  of  the  best  and  most 
learned  jurists  who  are  members  of  our  Order.  What  we  have  thus 
written  must  stand  as  the  opinion,  at  least,  of  one  humble  Templar  who 
has  the  best  interest  of  the  Order  at  heart. 

We  have  been  gratified,  in  our  review  of  the  several  proceedings,  to 
note  how  few  decisions  have  been  called  for,  and  how  few  have  been 
promulgated  by  the  Grand  Commanders,  and  evidences  the  fact  that  the 
Eminent  Commanders  are  making  a  greater  study  of  the  Statutes  and 
Regulations  than  ever  before. 

Another  thing,  still  more  gratifying,  is  the  spirit  of  intense  li*yalty 
and  patriotic  devotion  to  country  and  flag  that  pervades  every  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  as  is  made  prominently  manifest  in  address  and  correspon- 
dence reports.  In  our  recent  war  with  Spain,  short  and  decisive  as  it 
was,  our  Order  bore  its  part  as  shown  by  the  ''Roll  of  Honor"  published 
in  many  of  the  proceedings.  Vermont  bore  its  part  in  contributing 
more  than  twice  its  quota  called  for,  and  we  desire  to  place  here,  upon 
perpetual  record,  the  names  of  some  of  Vermont's  Praters  who  re- 
sponded to  their  country's  call  "To  Arms." 

Sir  Osman  D.  Clark,  Mt.  Zion,  No.  9,  Colonel. 

Sir  John  H.  Mimros,  P.  E  C.  Lafayette,  No.  3,  Lt.  Colonel. 

Sir  Jacob  Gray  Estey,  Beauseant,  No.  7,  Major. 

Sir  Henry  H.  Lee,  Palestine,  No.  5,  Surgeon. 

Sir  Joseph  W.  Jackson,  St.  Aldemar,  No.  11,  Asst.  Surgeon. 

Sir  Prank  L.  Greene,  Lafayette,  No.  3,  Capt.  Co.  B. 

Sir  Prank  B.  Putnam,  Beauseant,  No.  7,  2d  Lieut.  Co.  L 

The  foregoing  we  have  in  mind  as  we  write,  and,  no  doubt,  there 
were  others  whose  names  do  not  occur  to  us.  Aside  from  territory  ac- 
quired and  the  rank  accorded  us  among  the  world's  great  powers,  the 
war  has  resulted  in  inestimable  benefits  to  us  as  a  Nation,  in  this,  that 
the  men  who  once  wore  the  blue  and  grey  together  with  their  sons, 
standing  side  by  side  with  elbow  touching  elbow,  fighting  under  the 
same  flag  and  in  vindication  of  the  honpr  and  glory  of  a  united  country, 
have  buried  beyond  resurrection  all  differences  which  in  the  past  had 
existed  between  the  northern  and  southern  sections  of  our  beloved  land. 
True  it  is,  Templarism  did  much  towards  its  accomplishment,  and  for  it 
let  God  be  praised  in  hymns  of  thanksgiving. 

With  Knightly  regards  to  the  several  members  of  our  Guild,  and  to 
each  and  every  one  who  shall  read  this  report,  we  make  our  bow  and 
say  God  Bltss  All  of  Yon. 

Courteously  submitted,  • 

KlTTREDQE  HOSKINS. 

May  God  bless  our  Brother  and  with  him  all  the  brethren  of  the 
Green  Mountain  State. 

Sir  Daniel  N.  Nicholson  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  continued. 
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V  I  R  G  I  N  I  A— 1  8  9  9. 

The  77th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  November  16th. 
There  were  present :  R.-.  E.*.  Philip  Trasher  Woodfin,  G.  C;  R.*.  E.\ 
Jas.  B.  Blanks,  Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  3  Past 
Grand  Commanders,  a  lot  of*  Eminent  Commanders,  19  Grand  Represen- 
tatives, and  representatives  from  17  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  simple  business  document.  He 
did  a  land  office  business  in  appointing  and  recommending  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives. His  dispensations  were  for  proper  objects.  From  his  de- 
cisions we  quote : 

Dove  Commander V,  No.  8,  applied  for  a  dispensation  on  the  28th  of 
September,  1899,  for  the  purpose  of  parading  as  escort  to  Roman  Eagle 
Lodge,  No.  122,  A.,  F.  &  A.  M.,  on  the  occasion  of  laying  the  corner- 
stone of  a  Jewish  Synasrogue  in  Danville. 

This  application  was  denied  for  the  following  reasons  : 
"It  is  unnecessary  to  remind  the  f raters  of  Dove  Commandery  that 
the  fundamental  principle  of  our  Order  is  founded  upon  **The  Christian 
Beligion^' — that  it  is  a  Christian  Order ;  one  in  whicn  those  not  believ- 
ing in  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Savior  of  mankind,  can  have  neither  interest 
or  part,  therefore  it  would  be  inconsistent  for  a  Commandery  of  Knights 
Templar,  marching  under  the  banner  of  the  Cross,  to  participate  in  the 
ceremonies  of  laying  the  corner-stone  of  a  Jewish  Synagogue,  or  to  act 
as  an  escort  on  such  an  occasion." 

The  logic  of  the  decision  is  all  right,  but  there  is  an  element  of  in- 
tolerance about  it  that  we  do  not  like.  The  **Man  of  Sorrows"  was  a 
Jew.  His  mission  was,  primarily,  to  the  Jewish  race ;  it  was  His  custom 
on  the  Sabbath  and  at  other  times  to  attend  divine  service  and  to  teach 
in  the  Synagogues ;  He  wept  over  Jerusalem  because  it  rejected  Him 
and  His  Grospel  of  love  and  peace  and  the  warmest  emotions  of  His 
infinite  love,  pity  and  compassion  were  stirred  to  their  profoundest 
depths  by  His  solicitude  for  their  eternal  interests.  Such  being  the  case 
it  has  always  been  a  mystery  to  us  how  His  professed  followers  could  find 
it  in  their  hearts  to  persecute,  ostracise  and  hate  His  kindred,  according 
to  the  flesh.  Looking  down  the  corridors  of  time,  beholding  the  end 
from  the  beginning,  the  Almighty  saw  that  the  people,  set*  apart  and 
chosen  by  Himself  as  the  fountain  from  which  was  to  come  the  Saviour, 
Christ  our  Lord,  would  reject  Him  and  cleave  to  the  Mopaic  Dispensa- 
tion, but,  notwithstanding  all  this  today  the  people  called  Jews  stand 
alone  and  are  yet  beloved  by  the  Father  and  the  Son.  Paul  in  his  letter 
to  the  Romans,  said  :  "Brethren,  my  heart's  desire  and  prayer  to  God 
for  Israel  is,  that  they  might  be  saved.  For  I  bear  them  record  that  they 
have  a  zeal  of  God,  but  not  according  to  knowledge.  For  they,  being 
ignorant  of  God's  righteousness  and  going  about  to  establish  their  own 
righteousness  have  not  submitted  themselves  unto  the  righteousness  of 
God."  This  is  the  very  mild  indictment  found  by  the  apostle  against 
them,  which  indictment  will  apply,  with  added  force  against  a  certain 
class  of  alleged  Christians  of  our  day  who  not  only  "go  about  to  estab 
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Country  is  the  special  object  of  His  care  and  protecting  providenoe.  He 
knows  what  is  best  for  our  country  and  for  us,  and  that  is  what  He 
sends  us. 

We  beg  our  brethren  of  the  Guild  to  believe  that  we  have  written 
nothing  in  this  report  that  had  malice  for  its  inspiration,  or  unkindness 
for  its  basis. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  largest  measure  of  success  and  prosperity 
for  each  of  you  as  well  as  the  Order  at  large  and  with  sentiments  of  sin- 
cere affection  for  all  of  you,  we  beg  to  remain, 

Courteously  and  faithfully  yours, 

E.  G.  DeIjAP,  Reporter. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


-OF 


AN  EMERGENT  CONCLAVE 


OF  THE 


Grand  Commandery, 


KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR, 


-IN  THE 


STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI, 


-HELD  AT- 


Jackson,  September  25*  1901, 


AT  THE  FUNERAL  OF 


JOHN    LOGAN    POWER, 


LATE  GRAND  RECORDER. 


E^mergent  Conclave. 


An  Emergent  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Cominandery  convened  in  the 
Asylum  of  Mississippi  Commandery  No.  1,  Knights  Templar,  in  the  city  of 
Jackson,  on  tlie  25th  day  of  September,  1901,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  pur- 
suant to  the  summons  of  the  Right  Eminent,  the  Grand  Commander,  for 
the  purpose  of  interring  the  remains  of  Very  Eminent  Sir  John  Looan 
Power,  late  Grand  Recorder. 

Present. 

Right  Eminent  Sir  Harry  T.  Howard, Grand  Commander. 

Very  Eminent  Sir  Oliver  L.  McKay, Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Eminent  Sir  R.  H.  Hknry, Grand  Generalissimo. 

Eminent  Sir  D.  K,  Adkisson, as  Grand  Captain  General. 

Eminent  Sir  Irving  Miller Grand  Prelate. 

Eminent  Sir  Gus  J.  Baiiin Grand  Treasurer. 

Right  Eminent  Sir  Frederic  Speed as  (irand  Recorder. 

Eminent  Sir  John  Foc.go  Dixon Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Eminent  Sir  De  B.  Waddell Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Eminent  Sir  George  C.  Myers Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

P^ininent  Sir  Nolan  Stewart Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Eminent  Sir  (ieorqe  C.  Hoskins Grand  Warder. 

Eminent  Sir  George  F.  Swann as  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

And  representatives  of  Aberdeen,  the  Coast,  Mississippi,  Cyrene, 
Rosalie,  Holly  Springs,  St.  Cyr,  St.  Klmo,  Lexington,  Delta,  Hattiegburg, 
West  Point  and  Magnolia  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander  stated  that  the  (irand  Commandery  had 
been  convened  in  Emergent  Conclave  for  the  purpose  of  escorting  the 
Grand  lK>dgeand  paying  the  honors  of  Templar  Masonry  to  the  remains  of 

John  LrOgan  Poiver, 

late  (irand  Recorder,  whose  mortal  had  put  on  immortality,  on  the  night 
of  the  24th  instant,  and  dicected  that  the  lines  should  be  formed  under 
the  direction  of  the  Grand  Captain  General. 

Tlie  Grand  Commandery  was  then  formed  as  a  Commandery,  78 
swords,  being  in  the  ranks,  and  escorted  the  Grand  Lodge  to  the  resi- 
dence of  the  deceased  and  thence  to  the  Kirst  Presbyterian  Church,  and, 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  religious  services,  to  the  cemetery,  where  the  in- 
terment took  place  with  religious  and  Masonic  services.  After  which 
the  Grand  Commandery  returned  to  the  Asylum  and  was  dismissed. 

HARRY  T.  HOWARD, 

Grand  Commander. 
Attest: 

Frederic  Speed, 

Acting  Grand  Recorder. 
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Qr^od  GomiD^odery  of  A\issis$ippi 


Forty-Second  Annual  Conclave. 


THE  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  in  Mississippi,  con- 
vened in  its  Forty-Second  Annual  Conclave  in  the  city  of  Winona, 
on  Tuesday,  February  25, 1902,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m  ,  there  being  present : 

Grand  Officers. 

Right  Eminent  Sir  Harry  T.  Howard. Grand  Commander. 

Very  Eminent  Sir  Oliver  L.  McKay Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Eminent  Sir  R.  H.  Henry Grand  Generalissimo. 

Eminent  Sir  Frank  Burkitt Grand  Captain  General. 

Eminent  Sir  Irving  Miller Grand  Prelate. 

Eminent  SirGus  J.  Baiiin Grand  Treasurer. 

Right  Eminent  Sir  Frederic  Speed Acting  Grand  Recorder. 

Eminent  Sir  John  Foggo  I^ixon Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Eminent  Sir  DeB.  Waddell Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Eminent  Sir  George  C.  Myers Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Eminent  Sir  Nolan  Stewart Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Kminent  Sir  George  C.  Hoskins Grand  Warder. 

Eminent  Sir  C.  E.  Rombbrger asGrandCaptainof  the  Guard. 

Past  Grand  Officers. 

John  K.  Fdlson Past  Grand  Commander. 

E.  Geo.  DeLap Past  Grand  Commander. 

P.  M.  Savery Past  Grand  Commander. 

H.  M.  Rombkrger Past  Grand  Commander. 

W.  A.  Bodbnhamer Past  Grand  Commander. 

Frank  P.  Jenkins Past  Grand  Commander. 

James  M.  Buchanan Past  Grand  Commander. 

John  S.  Cobb Past  Grand  Commander. 

Also  present  the  following  Standing  Committees : 

Templar  Law — Frederic  Speed,  p.  g.  r.;    I*.  M.  Savery,   v.  g.  c;  AV. 
A.  Bodenhamer,  p.  g.  c. 

Fraternal  Correspondence— E.  G.  DeLap,  p.  g.  c,  Reporter. 

Triennial    Conclave,   Grand   Encampment — E.    N.   Thomas,   E.  J. 
Martin,  Harry  T.  Howard,  E.  E.  Clement,  John  S.  Cobb,  p,  e.  c. 


R.-. 

E.- 

K.-. 

E.- 

R.-. 

E.- 

R.-. 

E.- 

R.-. 

E.- 

R.  . 

E- 

R.-. 

E.- 

R.-. 

E.- 
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Grand  Representatives. 

Alabama Rev.  N.  G.  Augustus. 

Arkansas Harry  T.  Howard,  g.  c. 

California P.  M.  Savery,  p.  g.  c. 

Connecticut G.  I).  Brown. 

District  of  Columbia K.  J.  Martin. 

Florida J.  E.  Seavej-. 

Illinois .lames  K.  Moore. 

Indiana C.  E.  Grafton. 

Iowa Frederic  Speed,  p.  g.  c. 

Louisiana E.  Geo.  DeLap.  p.  g.  c. 

Massachusets  and  Rhode  Island John  S.  Cobb,  p.  c;.  c. 

Minnesota H.  M.  Romberger,  p.  (j.  c. 

Missouri w^mma^i^mmmm^m 

Nebraska Emmett  N.  Tliomas. 

New  Hampshire Benjamin  V.  White. 

New  Jersey E.  Ernest  Clement. 

New  York E.  G.  DeLap,  p.  g.  c. 

South  Dakota Wm.  G.  Sykes. 

Texas G.  J.  Bahin. 

West  Virginia W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.  g.  c. 

Also  present  the  representatives  of  twenty  CommanderieSj  and  a 
large  number  of  visiting  Knights. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  the  Divine 
Blessing  being  invoked  by  Rev.  frvin  Miller,  Grand  Prelate. 

The  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  announced  as  the  — 

Committee  on  Credentials — G.  B.  Brown,  R.  A.  Steiglerand  W.  M. 
Conner,  who  submitted  the  following  report  which  was  received  and 
adopted : 

Report  of  .Conninlttee  on  Credentials. 

Aberdeen,  No.  17.— William  Kimmel,  Generalissimo,  proxy  for  Eminent 
Commander  and  Captain  General. 

Coahoma,  No.  23. — J.  S.  Brooks,  Eminent  Commander;  J.  J.  Brooks, 
Captain  General. 

Cyrenk,  No.  9. — J.  H.  Stalzfus,  Eminent  Commander;  F,  E.  Smith,  Cap- 
tain General. 

Delta,  No.  16. — W.  F.  Steiger,  Generalissimo. 

DeMolay,  No.  8.—  D.  S.  McClanahan,  proxy  for  Eminent  Commander ;  B. 
A.  Weaver,  Generalissimo ;  P.  W.  Mair,  Captain  General. 

Hattiesburg,  No.  21.— W.  M.  Conner,  Captain  General. 

Holly  Springs,  No.  4.— N.  G.  Augustus,  Eminent  Commander;  M.  H. 
Leach,  Captain  General. 

IvANHOE,  No.  10. — Wm.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.  g.  c.  Eminent  Commander. 

Lexington,  No.  3. — B.  A.  Stigler,  Eminent  Commander ;  J.  W.  Smith, 
Captain  General. 

Magnolia,  No.  2. — Albert  G.  Cassell,  Captain  General,  proxy  for  Emi- 
nent Commander  and  Generalissimo. 
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Maky  Savbry,  No.  14. — T.  A.  Read,  Eminent  Canimander. 

Mississippi,  No.  1. — R.  H.  Henry,  proxy  for  Eminent  Commander,  Gene* 
ralissimo  and  Captain  General. 

KosALiB,  No.  5. — Wm.  C.  Hathcox,  Eminent  Commander;  E.  Sadler, 
Generalissimo. 

St.  Elmo,  No.  18. — John  E.  Seavey,  Eminent  Commander;  George  C. 
Hoakins,  proxy. 

St.  Cyk,  No.  6.— G.  D.  Brown,  Eminent  Commander;  G.J.  Robertson, 
Generalissimo. 

Thb  Coast,  No.  19.— J.  J.  Lemon,  Eminent  Commander;  E.  E.  Clement, 
("aptain  General. 

Wk8t  Point,  No.  20. — R.  D.  Weir,  Eminent  Commander. 

Yazoo,  No.  23. —  M.  L.  Steigler,  Eminent  Commander. 

The  following  Pant  Grand  Officers  are  also  present: 

H.  M.  Romberger Past  Grand  Commander. 

P.  M.  Savery Past  Grand  Commander. 

John  S.  Cobb Past  Grand  Commander. 

J.  K.  Fulson Past  Grand  Commander. 

E.  G.  DeLap Past  Grand  Commander. 

F.  P.Jenkins Past  Grand  Commander. 

Irvin  Miller Past  Grand  Commander. 

And  the  following  visiting  Sir  Knights  : 

Lkxington,  No.  3.— C.  C  Sweeney,  J.  B.  Cunningham,  C.  C.  Pahlen,  Gus 
Lofstrom,  John  Belford,  0.  D.  Bailey,  B.  C.  Seitzler,  Mark  Love. 

St.  Cyk.  No.  0.— C.  E.  Romberger,  p.  k.  c;  T.  F.  Trainer,  J.  E.  DeLoach, 
J.  N.  Rose,  A.  H.  Bavs,  T.  U.  Sisson,  J.  F.  Leverette,  W.  B.  Van- 
kirk,  C.  H.  Campbell,  D.  T.  Markette,  John  H.  Wagner,  E.  Dnn- 
st:in,  M.  J.  Peters,  Paul  Clanton,  J.  B.  Rogers,  D.  H.  Halliwell,  D. 
L.  Boon,  A.  Kennedy,  M.  A  Montgomery. 

H*TTiH8BUKG,  No.  21. — R.  McDuffey. 

Ivanhok,  No.  10.  -W.  C.  Peeler,  C.  B.  Evans. 

Macon,  U.  D. — J.  O.  Faser. 

Grrbnwoop,  U.  D.-  N.  E.  Whitehead. 

Cyrbnk,  No.  9.— E.  J.  Martin,  p.  k.  c;  W.  H.  Howard,  p.  e.  c;  A.  J.  Peck, 
Charles  Elmire,  H.  G.  Meyer,  H.  Thornton,  J.  L.  Spinks,  I).  B. 
Wad  dell,  p.  e.  c. 

Holly  Springs,  No.  4. — J.  W.  Stephenson,  A.  D.  Bailey. 

St.  Elmo,  No.  18.— C.  E.  Grafton,  p.  e.  c. 

Delta,  No.  16.— R.  Soinerville,  W.  C.  Bard,  C.  H.  Trist,  J.  B.  Scruggs, 
E.  L.  Grady. 

DkMolay,  No.  8.— H.  M.  Waddoll,  B.  A.  Weaver. 

Mary  Savery,  No.  14. — J.  M.  Dickey,  Clarence  McCord. 

Coast,  No..  19. — E.  E.  Clements,  p.  e.  v.;  J.  W.  Grayson,  J.  C.  Bradford, 
L.  R.  Bowen. 

Abbrdbbn,  No.  17. — A.  C.  Lowe,  J.  L.  Shell,  L.  G.  Nesbit. 

Courteously  submitted, 

G.  B.  BROWN, 
R.  A.  STEIGLER, 
W.  M.  CONNER. 

Committee. 
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Devotional  Offices. 

Tlie  linea  were  tlien  formed  and  the  Grand  Oommandery  marched  to 
tlie  Metliodist  Church,  Rev.  J.  C.  Park,  Pastor,  where  the  Grand  Prelate 
load  the  Sir  Knights  in  their  devotions,  the  effect  of  the  office  being 
greatly  increased  by  the  beautiful  rendition  of  the  musical  portions  of 
the  service,  by  the  choir  of  the  church,  led  by  the  pastor  and  reinforced 
by  a  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  city,  who  kindly  lent  their 
assistance.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  office,  the  Eminent  Grand  Prelate 
preached  the  following 

Sermon : 

"  Therefore  let  all  the  Hoase  of  Israel  know  assuredly,  that  God  hath  made  that  same 
Jesus,  whom  ye  crucified,  both  Lord  and  Christ."  "  The  Lord  hath  risen  indeed,  and  hath 
appeared  unto  Simon."— Matthew  ii,  36 ;  and  Luke  xzlv,  34. 

Peter  tells  us  that  '^Christ  also  hath  once  suffered  for  sins,  the  just 
for  the  unjust  that  he  might  brine  us  to  God,  being  put  to  death  in  tlie 
Hesh,  but  quickened  by  the  spirit. 

The  question  most  vital  to  our  Holy  Christianity  is,  did  Christ  die? 
and  did  He  rise  from  the  dead  ?  He  did  die  but  not  only  as  a  private 
individual,  nor  will  He  rise  as  such,  He  died  for  others,  and  rose  as  the 
''  first  fruits  of  those  that  slept.''  One  of  the  miracles  attending  the  death 
of  Christ  was  the  opening  of  ttie  graves  and  rising  of  many  bodies  of 
the  saints,  (  Math.  27  ch.,  51  to  53  verses)  "He  rent  the  bars  of  the 
tomb  and  the  saints  arose."  This  fact  shows  the  connection  of  Christ 
with  His  people  in  this  great  matter. 

The  death  and  resurrection  of  Christ  were  subjects  of  ancient  proph- 
ecy. He  almost  invariably  in  speaking  of  His  own  death  spoke  also  of 
His  resurrection.  His  resurrection  was  precisely  as  He  himself  predicted 
it  would  be.  The  testimony  of  the  saints  is  powerful  evidence  of  it — for 
Ciirist  appeare<l  many  times  after  His  resurrection  to  competent  wit- 
nesses, we  therefore,  are  bound  to  consider  the  resurrection  of  Christ  a 
great  fact. 

Christ  having  risen,  we  turn  to  the  garden  where  Christ  was  laid,  to 
the  rock, — to  the  new  sepulchre— we  point  to  the  place  where  Christ  lay 
and  declare  that,  "Jesus  died  and  rose  again'' — how  comforting  these 
grand  truths,  "  for  if  we  believe  that  Jesus  died  and  rose  again,  even  so, 
them  also  that  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring  with  him." 

There  is  in  the  human  some  deep  and  intense  desires,  a  burning 
thirst  for  happiness— the  thirst  of  the  intellect,  the  thirst  of  conscience, 
the  thirst  of  heart,  to  meet  these  deep  necessities,  man  needs  truth  for 
the  intellect,  pardon  for  the  conscience,  and  consolation  for  the  heart, 
all  of  this  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Christ  brings  to  humanity.  No 
human  invention, — no  system  of  philosophy — no  code  of  morals  ever 
met  these  wants  of  man,  for  after  ne  has  tried  them  all,  his  thirst  is  as 
deep,  as  intense,  as  burning  as  ever.  The  Gospel,  the  preaching  of  Christ 
crucified,  the  preaching  of  Christ  risen  from  the  dead,  the  preaching  of 
Christ  ascended  into  Heaven,  is  the  living  water  that  rolls  from  beneath 
the  tlirone,  and  that  meets  and  satisfies  all  man's  necessities,  this  preach- 
ing of  Christ  is  the  remedy  for  all  man's  moral  wants.  The  sorrowing 
Disciples  of  our  Lord,  not  fully  understanding  him  when  He  told  them 
He  would  rise  from  the  dead,  when  they  saw  him  expire  upon  the  cross 
and  cry  but,  "  it  is  finished,"  felt  that  their  hopes  for  humanity,  for  their 
(sountry,  and  for  themselves,  which  had  confidentlv  anchored  upon  Hia 
wisdom.  His  goodness,  and  His  power,  were  rmlely  driven  from  their 
holding,  and  they  themselves,  cast  upon  the  turbulent  sea  of  an  un- 
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friendly  world,  at  the  mercy  of  ite  angry  waves,  and  without  the  guid- 
ance of  a  Pilot,  or  the  assuance  of  a  secure  ancliorage  or  a  safe  harbor. 
Christ's  death  to  them  was  an  astonishing  surprise.  ''  They  knew  not 
the  scriptures,  tliat  He  must  rise  again  from  the  dead."  Their  Jewish 
prejudices  concerning  the  Messiaii  clung  to  them  and  their  minds  were 
stupified  so  that,  although  they  reposed  entire  confidence  in  the  truth  of 
tiieir  master's  teacliing,  they  could  not  and  did  not  understand  the  same 
in  regard  to  his  death  and  resurrection.  They  were  tlierefere,  *'  slow  of 
heart  to  believe  "  that  *'  He  had  risen  from  the  dead  "  for  this  was  con- 
trary to  all  their  former  calculations  and  was  beyond  their  compre- 
liension. 

Both  His  friends  and  His  enemies  considered  his  death  as  the  com- 
plete and  iinal  overthrow  of  Christianity,  but  how  wonderfully  they  were 
mistaken.  His  enemies  went  to  Pilate  and  said,  *'Sir,  we  remember  that 
that  deceiver  said,  while  He  was  yet  alive,  '  after  three  days  I  will  rise 
again,'  command  therefore  that  the  sepulchre  be  made  sure  until  the 
third  day,  lest  his  Disciples  come  by  night  and  steal  him  away,  an<I  say 
he  has  risen  from  the  dead."  Pilate  yielded  to  their  requests,  but  on  the 
morning  of  the  third  day  the  sepulchre  presented  subjects  of  curious  and 
deep  interest,  subjects  of  investigation.  The  official  seal  had  been  bro- 
ken, the  great  stoiie  which  had  closed  the  entrance  to  the  tomb  had  been 
rolled  away,  and  the  body  of  Jesus  was  gone,  these  were  facts  about 
wliich  there  could  be  no  mistake — no  doubt. 

How  did  all  this  happen  7  would  be  the  natural  enquiry  of  everyone 
in  any  way  interested  in  the  matter.  The  Chief  Priests  and  Pharisees 
were  interested,  they  had  negotiated  for  having  the  sepulchre  made  sure 
— they  therefore  asserted  **  that  while  the  guard  slept,  his  Disciples  stole 
him  away. 

There  is  liowever,  no  probability  in  this  story, — would  a  soldier  sleep 
on  his  post?  Nay,  verily,  for  it  was  death  by  the  law. 

Then  again,  why  would  the  Disciples  want  to  steal  away  the  body  ? 
Surely  not  for  more  decent  burial,  for  his  body  was  laid  away  in  Joseph's 
new  tomb.  Therefore  it  is  a  fact  that  there  never  was  a  clumsier  inven- 
tion, or  a  grosser  absurdity  palmed  off  upon  the  world  in  any  age,  or  by 
any  people. 

There  is  another  account  of  these  mysterious  phenomena,  which  is, 
that  Christ  rose  from  the  dead  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  after  His 
crucifiction.  Only  these  two  methods  of  accounting  for  the  events  at 
the  sepulchre;  were  resorted  to  at  that  time.  Christian  Masonry  adopts 
the  latter,  and  teaches  it  in  the  most  forcible  and  impressive  manner. 
The  Sabbath  speaks  of  a  Jesus  risen,  a  grave  conquered,  a  Heaven  opened. 
The  early  Disciples  of  Christ  were  very  imperfect  in  their  knowledge, 
what  did  they  know  about  the  Trinity ; — about  imputed  righteousness ; — 
about  justification  by  faith  ;~about  redemption  through  the  cross. 
Wherein  then  consisted  their  religion?  in  ttiis,  they  followed  Christ, 
they  trusted  in  Christ  and  they  loved  Christ.  They  loved  him  as  one 
superior  in  goodness,  superior  in  wisdom,  superior  in  power  to  them- 
selves, this  was  all,  and  for  them  it  was  enough,  so  even  to-day,  the  great 
essential  of  the  Christian  religion  is  to  know  Christ. 

These  Disciples  declare  in  the  most  explicit  terms,  that  they  had  seen 
Him,  that  they  had  conversed  with  Him,  that  they  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  manual  examination  of  their  Master,  after  Ho  arose 
from  the  dead.  They  knew  Him  intimately,  they  saw  Him  often, 
not  only  in  the  gloom  of  the  night,  but  also  in  the  light  of  day, 
not  only  when  they  were  separate  from  each  other,  but  also  when 
they  were  together,  notonly  at  a  distance,  but  when  He  was  in  the  midst 
of  them,  not  for  a  hurried  moment  only,  but  in  long  interviews.  They 
could  not,  therefore,  have  been  mistaken  in  his  identity.  They  also  saw 
bis  familiar  face,  they  heard  the  voice  whicii  had  so  often  thrilled  their 
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hearts  with  joy.  He  repeated  to  them  and  explained  his  former  teach- 
ings. He  called  their  special  attention  to  His  lacerated  hands  and  feet, 
by  which  He  was  nailed  to  the  Cross.  He  also  called  their  attention  to 
Hie  pierced  side,  whence  had  issued  such  unmistakable  signs  of  His 
death.  How  was  it  possible  therefore,  that  they  should  mistake  as  to 
His  identity  ;  they  saw  Him  move,  they  heard  Him  speak,  they  ate  and 
drank  with  Him,  they  could  not  therefore,  be  mistaken  **  that  He  was 
risen  from  the  dead." 

What  then  the  purposes  and  what  the  results  of  Christ's  resurection? 

Ist.  His  body  was  changed  from  a  natural  body  to  a  spiritual  body. 
This  could  not  have  been  done  without  His  resurrection.  ''Flesh  and 
blood  cannot  inherit  the  Kingdom  of  God.'' 

2d.  His  resurrection  more  than  any  thing  else  attested  His  Messiah- 
ship.  He  was  declared  to  be  "  the  Son  of  God  with  power  by  his  resur- 
rection from  the  dead."  His  many — various — benevolent  and  stupend- 
ous miracles,  had  stronglv  challenged  the  universal  consent  of  the  world 
to  the  justness  of  His  claims  as  Messiah.  His  resurrection  from  the 
dead  renders  unbelief  in  regard  to  the  matter,  in  the  case  of  all  who 
admit  that  fact. 

3rd.  The  success  and  spread  of  the  Gospel,  were  the  result  chiefly  of 
the  resurrection  of  Christ.  In  the  conversion  of  multitudes  from  sin  to 
God,  the  Apostles  gave  strong  testimony  to  the  resurrection  of  Christ. 

4th.  It  reveals  the  Christian  religion  to  the  world  in  all  its  glorious 
splendor,  and  Christianity  is,  therefore,  a  glorious  truth  and  reality.  A 
truth  that  has  comforted  the  dying,  and  has  peopled  Heaven  with  an 
"  innumerable  multitude  that  no' man  can  number,"  which  *'have  gone 
up  out  of  great  tribulation  and  washed  their  robes  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb," — a  grand  truth  and  reality  that  fills  the  world  of  mankind  with 
hope  to-day,  for  though  we  are  sinners,  Christ  is  a  Saviour— yea,  a  great 
Saviour — a  loving  Saviour— a  willing  Saviour— a  powerful  Saviour — 
a  risen  and  ascended  Saviour,  that  has  opened  up  a  new  and  living  way 
from  earth  to  Heaven. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  sermon,  the  Acting  Grand  Recorder  stated 
that  Right  Eminent  Sir  Phineas  M.  Savery  would  supply  the  place  of 
the  late  Grand  Recorder  who  for  many  years  had  plead  the  cause  of  the 
orphans  at  Natchez.  Sir  Savery  then  made  tender  and  pathetic  reference 
to  the  voice  which  was  now  silent  in  death,  but  which  had  never  ceased 
to  plead  with  the  Masons  of  Mississippi  in  the  cause  of  the  poor  and 
destitute  children  gathered  under  the  motherly  care  of  the  noble  lady 
managers  of  the  Natchez  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum  and  said,  that  the 
Sir  Knights  could  do  nothing  which  would  have  been  more  pleasing  to 
•Sir  Power  than  making  a  generous  contribution  and  that  by  so-doing 
they  would  honor  his  memory  and  it  would  go  up  to  heaven  as  the  sweet 
smelling  savor  of  incense  burned  on  the  holy  altar  of  God.  The  war- 
dens then  received  the  offerings  of  the  Knights  and  large  congregation 
present,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-eiglit  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

The  devotional  office  being  concluded,  the  Grand  Commandery 
returned  to  its  place  of  meeting  and  resumed  business.  The  Grand  Com- 
mander read  the  following 

ADDRESS  : 

Sir  Knights  ok  thk  Grand  Commandkrv  op  Mississippi  : — 

Once  more  are  we  assembled  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  take  up  our 
work  and  share  in  the  responsibilities  committed  to  our  charge. 
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Painfally  conscious  as  we  are  that  death  must  come  to  all  alike,  we 
can  but  pause  to  shed  a  tear,  to  send  up  a  prayer,  and  to  lay  our  offerings 
upon  the  new  made  graves  of  those  we  love. 

WILLIAM  McKINLEY. 

Early  in  September  came  the  news  that  our  President  had  been 
struck  down  by  the  hand  of  the  assassin.  Later  came  the  following  order 
from  our  Grand  Master: — 

GRAND  ENCAMPMENT  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR,  U.  S.  A. 


Offiok  of  the  Grand  Mahtkk, 
Bryan,  Texas,  September  Nth,  1901 


.} 


To  all  Grand  Commanders,  and  all  Commanders  and  Subordinate  Commanders 
under  our  Jurisdiction  : 

Death,  the  silent  messenger,  has  invaded  our  Asylum  and  laid  his 
hand  on  our  Brother,  the  President, 

* 

William  McKinlby. 

"  The  tear  that  we  shed,  though  in  silence  it  rolls. 
Shall  long  keep  his  memory  green  in  our  souls." 

It  is  ordered  that  as  a  tribute  of  respect  the  Banners  of  our  Order 
be  draped  in  mourning  for  the  period  of  sixty  days ;  that  you  set  aside  a 
page  01  your  records  and  have  it  suitably  inscribed  to  his  memory ;  that 
this  order  be  read  ai  the  head  of  the  lines  at  the  first  Conclave  after  its 
receipt,  and  that  all  Templars  duly  observe  the  day  of  his  interment. 

[  Seal.]  HENRY  BATES  STODDARD. 

Grand  Master. 
Attest:    John  A.  Gkrow,  Grand  Recorder. 

In  conformity  to  that  order  Coast  Commandery  No.  19  attended  the 
Episcopal  Church  on  Thursday,  September  19,  1901,  at  2  f.  m.  By  request, 
as  Grand  Commander  of  Mississippi,  I  delivered  the  memorial  address, 
voicing  the  sorrow  and  sympathy  of  every  true  American  within  our 
state. 

Sir  Knight  McKinley  was  no  stranger  to  us.  Having  seen  and  heard 
him  on  his  southern  trip,  we  were,  therefore,  in  some  little  degree  able 
to  understand  his  magnetism.  A  typical  citizen,  democratic  in  every- 
thing, loving  truth  and  his  country  above  all  things,  and  giving  up  his 
life  in  the  sunshine  of  his  duties,  a  martyr  to  our  republican  ideals  basely 
betrayed  by  the  Judas  kiss  of  a  bigot. 

JOHN  LOGAN  POWER. 

Following  rapidly  on  the  death  of  our  President  came*  that  of  one 
nearer  and  dearer  to  us,  our  Grand  Recorder.  On  tlie  morning  of  Sep- 
tember 24,  I  received  a  message  announcing  that  the  loving  heart,  the 
benevolent  hand,  the  just  min<l  of  our  long-time  friend  John  Logan 
Power  had  passed  away.    On  Wednesday,  September  25,  we  placed  his 
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body  in  the  grave  as  the  full  moon  rose  slowly  into  the  sad  autumnal  skies 
and  as  the  mocking  bird  sang  his  song  above  us. 

If  faith  and  charity,  temperance  and  fortitude  be  the  characteristics 
of  a  Knight  Templar,  Sir  Knight  Power  was  indeed  a  brother  of  the 
Temple.  Coming  to  this  country  as  a  poor  Irish  lad,  by  his  undaunted 
courage  and  prodigious  energy  he  raised  himself  to  a  position  of  power 
and  love,  and  to-day,  when  we  look  back  on  the  record  of  his  life,  we  are 
filled  with  the  glow  of  honest  pride,  thankful  such  a  man  was  our  friend 
and  brother.  A  man  whose  every  thought  was  for  the  poor,  to  clothe 
the  naked  and  visit  the  sick,  remembering  that  "in  as  much  as  ye  liave 
done  it  unto  the  least  of  these,  you  have  done  it  unto  me.'* 

To  his  friends  and  children  his  memory  must  always  stand  as  a  pillar 
of  light.  When  Time  binds  up  our  wounds  and  the  dull  despair  of  grief 
has  passed  away  we  can  look  upon  him  as 

"  Asleep  not  dead,  a  good  man  never  dies." 

On  my  return  home  1  issued  the  following  order: — 

GRAND  COMMANDERY  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR, 

•State  of  Mississitpi. 

Hkadquarteks  Gkand  Comma ndrka',  > 
BiLoxi,  September  26th,  1901.       j 

To  all   Commanders  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the   Grand    Commandery  of 
Mimmppi : 

It  is  my  painful  duty  to  announce  to  you  the  death  of  our  Grand  Re- 
corder, 

John  L.  Powkr, 

in  the  city  of  Jackson,  on  Tuesday,  24th  September,  1901. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  that  you  have  the  mnners  of  our  Order  draped 
in  mourning  for  a  period  of  30  days,  and  that  you  have  set  aside  a  page 
of  the  records  of  your  Commanderies,  and  have  it  inscribed  to  the  niem- 
orv  of  so  true  and  noble  a  Knight. 

H.  T.  HOWARD, 

Grand  Commander. 
Fkedkric  Speed, 

Acting  Grand  Recorder. 


From  outside  of  our  state  I  received  tlie  following  letters : — 

Fond  Du  Lac,  Wis.,  October  15,  1901. 

//.  T.  Howard^  Grand  Commander^  Hih.ri^  MiiOi. : 

Dear  Si u  Knight:  I  have  just  received  your  announcement  of  tlie 
tleath  of  Sir  Knight  John  L.  Power,  with  an  account  of  his  life-work. 
Sorry  I  did  not  receive  it  prior  to  the  meeting  of  our  Grand  Commandery, 
October  9th,  so  I  might  have  made  an  official  announcement  at  that  time. 
Many  thanks  for  favoring  me  with  tiiis  notice.     His  was  truly  a  noble 
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life.  Wisli  it  might  be  read  at  the  head  of  every  Commandery  a»  an  ex- 
ample to  other  Sir  Knights.  I  hereby  extend  my  sympathy  to  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Mississippi  for  its  great  loss. 

Courteously  yours, 

N.  C.  GRIFFIN, 

Grand  Representative  of  the  (^rand  Commandery  of  Missis- 
sippi, near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Wisconsin. 


GRAND  COMMANDERY,  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR, 

Statk  of  Nkw  York. 

Office  ok  Guand  Commander, 
BiNGiiAMTON,  N.  Y.,  October  17,  11K)1 


.} 


Sir  H.  '/".  Howard^  Rt.  Em,   Grand  Corninander^  Grand   Commandery  of  Mis- 
sissippi: 

Rt.  Em.  Sir  and  Dear  Fratkr:  lam  in  receipt  of  your  announcement 
of  the  death  of  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  John  L.  Power  and  I  hasten  to  offer 
the  sympathy  and  condolence  of  a  sister  Templar  Jurisdiction.  1  have 
read  witn  deep  interest  Sir  Kt.  Power's  record  and  I  am  glad  that  such  a 
life  was  given  to  the  world  for  an  example  and  for  an  inspiration.  There 
are  not  enough  men  of  this  class  in  the  world,  in  the  church,  and  in  Tem- 
plary.  With  assurances  of  personal  regard  and  sympathy,  1  remain  my 
dear  sir,  Courteously, 

ERASTUS  C.  DELAVAN, 

Grand  Commander. 


TowANDA,  Pa.,  October  18,  1901. 
R.'.  E.'.  Sir  H.  T,  Howard,  Grand  Commander: 

Sir  and  Brother:  1  am  just  in  receipt  of  your  notice  of  the  death  of 
your  late  Grand  Recorder,  E.*.  Sir  John  L.  Power.  The  attention  of  our 
Grand  Commander  shall  be  called  to  this  at  once ;  meanwhile,  as  your 
Representative,  allow  me  to  express  my  sincere  sympathy  at  the  loss  you 
have  sustained. 

I  have  read  Judge  Speed's  tribute  and  memorial  with  deep  interest, 
and  no  further  proof  could  be  required  of  the  great  worthiness  of  him 
who  served  you  so  long  and  faithfully. 

Yours  sincerely, 

JAMES  H.  CODDING, 
Representative  of  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi. 


GRAND  COMMANDERY,  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR, 

State  of  New  York. 

Office  of  Grand  Prici.ate,  \ 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  October  25,  1901.  j 

Rt.  Eminent  Sir  H.  T.  Howard^  Grand  Commander,  Stale  of  Mimmippi : 

Mt  Dear  Frater  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  General  Order,  September 
26,  1901,  announcing  the  death  of  your  Eminent  Grand  Recorder,  Sir 
John  Logan  Power,  on  September  24,  1901.    I  assure  you,  on  behalf  of 
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the  Knights  Templar  of  the  state  of  New  York,  that  we  are  grieved  at 
your  loss,  and  I  would,  for  them,  extend  to  you,  for  yours,  our  Knightly 
sympathy.  Fraternally  yours, 

CORNELIUS  L.  TWING, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Necrology. 


St.  Albans,  Vt.,  November  6th,  1901. 
Hon.  Frederic  Speedy  Vickshurgy  Miss. : 

My  Dbau  Bkotuer  Spkbd:  The  sad  announcement  of  the  death  of 
Brother  John  L.  Power  carries  sorrow  to  the  heart  of  every  one  who 
knew  him  even  casually. 

I  met  him  in  General  Grand  Bodies  and  honored  and  respected  him. 
I  may  add,  loved  those  prominent.features  of  his  character  which  were 
patent  to  every  one  who  listened,  or  had  conversation  with  him.  Your 
loss  is  great.    Vermont  mourns  with  Mississippi. 

Sincerely  and  fraternally, 

ALFRED  A.  HALL. 


Madison,  Indiana,  October  18th,  1901. 

Kininent  Sir  Frederic  Speed,  Acting  (irand  Recorder^  (irand  Commamlenj  of 
Mississippi^  Knights  Templar^  Virksbnrgy  Miss.: 

My  Dkak  Sik  and  Fk.\tbk:  Tiirough  your  kindness  and  thoughtful 
courtesy,  I  am  in  receipt  of  the  very  beautiful  and  appropriate  memorial 
notice  of  the  <leatli  of  your  Grand  Recorder,  Eminent  Sir  John  L.  Power, 
for  wliich  you  will  please  accept  my  thanks. 

I  iiave  noted  with  much  pleasure  the  record  of  the  long,  useful, 
brilliant  and  honorable  career  of  the  deceased  Frater,  and  surely  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  is  honored  by  having  had  for  HI  years 
an  officer  so  distinguished  to  fill  this  most  important  position  in  a  (irand 
Commandery.  Having  performed  his  work  well,  having  run  his  course, 
having  kept  the  faith,  we  have  hope  that  hencefortli  there  is  laid  up  for 
liiin,  and  not  only  for  him,  but  for  all  of  those  who  love  His  appearing,  a 
crown  of  great  rejoicing,  which  he  shall  receive  from  the  hands  of  our 
Great  Captain  General  at  the  Heavenly  Encampment.  '^  Requiescat  in 
pace."  Courteously  yours, 

FREDERICK  GLASS, 

Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Missis- 
sippi, near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Indiana. 


1324  18th.  Strket,  \ 

Washington,  October  15th,  11)01.  j 

My  Deak  Siu  KxKiHT:  1  want  to  thank  you  for  sending  the  tribute 
to  Brother  Power;  and  to  congratulate  you  and  the  Fraternity  upon  the 
very  happy  manner  in  which  you  treated  the  subject. 

Not  the  least  merit  of  this  tribute,  although  one  rarely  met  with  in 
such  notices— is  absolute  justice  and  truth. 

Sincerely  yours, 

JAMES  H.  HOPKINS. 
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GRAND  COMMANDERY  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR  OF  NEBRASKA. 

Omaha,  Octo!)er  21st,  1901. 

.Sir  Frederic.  Speed,  Acting  Grand  Uecorder,  Vickslmrg,  Mm.  : 

My  Dkar  Sir  Knight:  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  tlie  re- 
reipt  of  the  notice  of  the  death  of  our  mutual  friend  and  Sir  Knight, 
Jolm  L.  Power.  Sir  Power  has  had  an  honorable  and  favorable  connection 
with  the  masonic  fraternity  of  your  state.  He  was  born  the  same  year 
as  the  writer,  and  was  married  in  the  same  year,  1857.  He  was  married 
in  December  and  the  writer  in  February.  1  desire  to  tender  the  frater- 
nity of  Mississippi  my  kindest  sympathy,  and  also  extend  to  his  widow 
and  children  the  warmed  sympathy  of  a  Brother,  Companion  and  Sir 
Knight  in  the  hour  of  tlieir  great  sorrow^. 

"  But  yet  he  liveth  on, 

**  And  evermore 
"  His  influence  will  abide,  his  aims  be  won, 

"  And  reach  fruition  on  another  shore." 

I  am  fraternally  and  courteously  yours, 

DANIEL  H.  WHEELER. 


GRAND  COMMANDERY,  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR  OF  NEBRASKA. 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  October  18,  HK)1. 

Fred^Tic  Speed,  Aciiiig  Grand  Kecorder,  Vicksbxirg,  Miss.  : 

E.'.  AND  Deak  Sir  Knight:      I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 


tliat  he  was  quite  feeble,  I  did  not  think  that  the  end  was  so  near.  I  am 
pleased  to  see  that  iiis  long  services  in  the  several  Grand  Bodies  of  your 
state  received  fitting  recognition  by  them. 

With  personal  regards  and  good  wishes,  I  am 

Truly  and  courteously, 

FRANCIS  E.  WHITE, 

Grand  Recorder. 
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OF  THK  State  of  Florida. 

Orlando,  Florida,  U)th  October,  1901. 
Hon.  Frederic  Speed: 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  and  Dear  Frater:  I  am  just  in  receipt  of  the  general 
order  to  the  Templars  of  Mississippi  containing  tlie  very,  very  sad  intel- 
ligence of  the  death  of  our  dear  frater  Sir  John  L.  Power. 

When  I  recall  my  meeting  him  so  recently  at  Louisville  his  death  is 
indeed  a  shock  to  me.  I  had,  as  you  know,  known  him  for  many  years 
and  always  held  him  in  the  tiighest  respect  and  admiration  for  his  integ- 
rity, manliness  and  many  lovable  qualities  of  heart  and  mind.  But  he 
had  well  rounded  out  a  life  of  usefulness  and  honor.  His  death  is  our 
loss  not  his.  The  memory  of  his  noble  life  and  labors  should  and  will 
bean  inspiration,  to  all  who  knew  him,  to  a  higher  sense  of  life  and 
duty.  Very  courteously  and  sincerely, 

WM.  HENRY  JEWELL. 

2 
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Alabama  mourns  the  death  of  its  Grand  Prelate,  the  Rev.  Owen  P. 
Fitzsimmons,  who  departed  this  life  at  Ashviliei  N.  C,  September  17, 
1901. 

In  Connecticut  there  is  mourning  for  R.*.  E.".  Frederic  A.  Spencer 
Past  Grand  Commander,  who  died  at  Waterbury,  December  8,  190J, 
and  that  Grand  Commandery  sustained  a  second  bereavement  in  the 
death  of  its  Grand  Commander  G.  Herrick  Wilson,  at  Meriden,  January 
10th,  1902. 

Tlie  Grand  Commandery  of  Indiana  was  greviously  attiicted  by  the 
death  of  its  Grand  Treasurer  Josepli  W.  Smith, 4it  Indianapolis,  Novem- 
ber 30th,  1901. 

Thomas  Russell  Ercanback,  a  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Iowa,  who 
was  greatly  esteemed,  passed  *'into  tlie  silent  land''  at  Anamosa, 
August  4,  1901. 

Within  six  months  our  Fraters  in  Minnesota  lost  by  death  three  of 
their  Past  Grand  Officers,  James  M.  Cole,  Past  Grand  Commander, 
having  died  at  Winona,  June  13th,  1901 ;  Joseph  Hayes  Thompson,  Past 
Grand  Warden,  at  Minneapolis,  June  14th,  1901,  and  Russell  C.  Munger, 
Past  Grand  Generalissimo,  at  Rochester,  November  25th,  1901. 

James  Wassen  Moore,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Minnesota  died  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  August  2nd,  UK)1. 

Henry  Horner  Kuhn,  Grand  Commander  of  Pennsylvania,  died  at 
Johnstown,  November  Ist,  1901. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Kdwin  Gustavus  Bower  of  Texas,  died  at 
Dallas,  November  30th,  1901. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Philip  Thrasher  Woodfin,  of  Virginia,  died 
near  Hampton,  August  24th,  1901. 

VACANCIES. 

On  September  25th,  1901, 1  appointed  Sir  Knight  Frederic  Speed,  of 
Vicksburg,  Acting  Grand  Recorder. 

On  September  27th,  1901,  with  the  approval  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, I  appointed  Sir  Knight  John  A.  Webb,  of  Jackson,  a  committee 
of  one  to  examine  the  books  of  the  Grand  Recorder  from  his  last  report 
•to  the  day  of  his  death. 

I  herewith  submit  his  report  to  the  Grand  Commandery,  adding  that 
the  balance  found  was  turned  over  to  Grand  Treasurer  Bahin. 

SPECIAL  CONCLAVttS. 

May  21,  1901.  Constituted  Coahoma  Commandery  No.  22,  at  Clarks- 
dale. 

September  25th,  1901.    Funeral  of  Grand  Recorder  at  Jackson. 

November  19th,  1901.  Constituted  and  installed  the  officers  of 
Yazoo  City  Commandery  No.  21,  at  Yazoo  City. 

UISPJCNSATIONS  URANTED. 

April  5th,  1901.     For  Easter. 

April  15th,  1901.  For  new  Commandery  at  Macon,  W.  T.  Scales,  E. 
C;  T.  J.  Evans,  G.;  and  E.  H.  Noffinger,  C.  G. 
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July  Ist,  1?K)1.  For  new  Cominandery  at  Greenwood,  Dr.  Whitehead, 
E.  C;  Walter  Tacket,  G.;  and  T.  W.  Smith,  C.  G. 

November  11,  1901.  To  The  Coast  Commandery,  No.  19  to  continue 
work  until  a  new  charter  could  be  issued  in  place  of  the  one  destroyed 
by  fire. 

DISPKNSATIQ^S  RUFUSED. 

April  IGth,  1901.    To  DeMolay,  No.  S,  to  ballot  out  of  time. 
June  8th,  1901.     To  Magnolia  No.  2,  to  ballot  out  of  time. 
July  loth,  1901.     To  Greenwood  U.  I>.,  to  ballot  out  of  time. 
July  20th,  Wm.    To  Coahoma  No.  22,  to  ballot  out  of  tim«. 
August  13th,  HK)1.    To  Holly  Springs  No.  4,  to  ballot  out  of  time'. 
November  16, 1901.    To  Cyrene  No.  10,  to  ballot  out  of  time. 
November  28,  1901.    To  Ivanhoe  No.  10,  to  ballot  out  of  time. 

CHAHTKKS   GRANTKD. 

April  15th,  1901.  Coahoma  No.  22,  Clarksdale,  and  Yazoo  City  No. 
23,  Yazoo  City. 

TRIENNIAL. 

Much  time  was  expended  by  Sir  Knight  E.  N.  Thomas,  chairman  of 
the  committee,  to  secure  a  fair  attendance  at  Louisville.  On  my  arrival 
at  Mississippi  headquarters  I  appointed  P.  G.  Com.  Hayes  my  chief  of 
staff,  and  Sir  Knights  Thomas  and  Gibson  hh  aides  to  the  chief  of  stafl'of 
the  (irand  Encampment  in  the  parade  that  escorted  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment to  its  place  of  meeting. 

Two  subjects  of  interest  were  settled  by  the  Grand  Encampment : 

First,  No  candidate  can  take  the  Orders  unless  in  good  standing  in 
Ix)dge  and  Chapter. 

Second,  Not  even  the  Grand  Master  can  make  a  Knight  Templar  ex- 
cept at  a  stated  conclave,  the  candidate  must  take  tlie  regular  course. 

Our  headquarters  were  centrally  located  and  we  had  a  pleasant  time, 
our  wives  contributing  largely  to  our  success. 

GRAND    REPRKHKNTATIVES. 

I  have  commissioned  tiie  following  named  Sir  Knights  as  our  Grand 
Representatives  to  their  respective  Grand  Conunanderies: 

Alabama. — Hy.  Matthews. 

Connecticut. — Jno.  W.  Mix. 

Florida.— Geo.  W.  Hvde. 

Georgia.— Thos.  E.  Fletcher. 

Illinois. — J.  G.  El  wood. 

Iowa.— H.  H.  Pratt. 

Kansas. — J.  B.  Fugate. 

Maryland. — George  Cook. 

Massaciuisetts  and  Rhode  Island. — Benjamin  W.  Rowell. 

Minnesota. — Charles  H.  Mix. 

New  Y'ork. — John  II.  Chapman. 

North  Dakota,— F.  H.  Sprague. 
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Ohio. — William  L.  Buchner. 
Pennsylvania. — Jolin  F.  Rau. 
South  Dakota.— William  H.  Rodille. 
Texas.— S.  M.  Williams. 
West  Virginia.— Edward  O.  Bower. 
Virginia. — J.  T.  Parker.         • 

And  I  nominated  the  following  nameil  Sir  Knights  for  appointment : 

Alabama. — N.  G.  Augustus. 

Connecticut.— G.  D.  Brown. 

Florida. — J.  E.  Seavey. 

Georgia. — J.  C.  French. 

Illinois. — James  K.  Moore. 

Iowa. — Frederic  Speed. 

Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.— John  S.  Cobb. 

Maryland. — James  T.  Harrison. 

Minnesota.— H.  M.  Romberger. 

North  Carolina.— Edward  M.  Moore. 

New  York.— Enoch  George  DeLap. 

Ohio. — John  A.  B.  Jones. 

Pennsylvania.— Oliver  L.  McKay. 

South  Dakota. — W.  G.  Sykes. 

Texas. — Gus.  J.  Bahin. 

West  Virginia. — W.  A.  Bodenhamer. 

Virginia. — William  G.  Benbrook. 

VISITATIONS. 

May  6th,  1901.    Macon  U.  I). 

May  21,  1901.    Coahoma  No.  22. 

November  19,  1901.     Yazoo  City  No.  23. 

January  10th,  1902.  Requested  P.*.  D.".  C*.  G.  D.  Brown  to  proceed 
to  Clarksdale  and  install  officers  of  Caohoma  No.  22.  He  answered  as  fol- 
lows: 

Watek  Valley,  Miss.,  January  16th,  1902. 

Harry  T.  Howard,  R.\  E.\  G.  (\,  BUom,  Miss: 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir:  At  the  wired  request  of  Sir  J.  S.  Brooks,  which  also  ex- 
pressed your  approval,  I  installed  the  officers  of  Coahoma  Commandery, 
No.  22,  Clarksdale,  Miss.,  on  the  evening  of  the  14th. 

The  occasion  was  quite  pleasant,  and  the  Sir  Knights  of  Coahoma, 
No.  22,  are  enthusiastic  and  promise  good  things  for  1902. 

With  fraternal  regards  and  good  wishes, 

Sincerely  yours, 

G.  D.  BROWN. 

CHKISTMA8   OBSBKVANCB,    1901. 

The  usual  circular  was  issued  to  the  Commanderies  asking  participa- 
tion in  the  toast  to  M.*.  K,*.  Grand  Master, 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

I  wish  to  tliank  M.'.  E.'.  Gr.  Jr.  Warden  Tiionias,  of  the  Grand  En- 
cnmpment;  the  Grand  Commandery  of  New  York;  St.  Cyr,  No.  6,  of 
Water  Valley,  and  Cyrene,  No.  9,  of  Meridian,  for  messages  received  on 
Christinas  wishing  your  Grand  Commander  and  his  Sir  Knights  a  Merry 
Christmas.  To  Sir  Knight  Speed,  acting  Grand  Recorder,  I  extend  special 
thanks  for  his  kindness  in  promptly  answering  all  questions  in  and  out 
of  routine  business. 

CHARTERS. 

I  recommend  that  charters  be  granted  Macon  and  Greenwood  Com- 
manderies,  U.  D. 

MONUMENT. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  fund  started  by  our  Grand  Captain 
General  Henry,  to  secure  means  sufficient  to  erect  a  monument  to  our 
late  Grand  Recorder,  therefore  I  suggest  that  the  Grand  Commandery 
contribute  a  sum  for  that  purpose. 

We  honored  him  when  alive  let  us  do  this  much  for  his  memory. 

UNIFORMS. 

I  notice  in  visiting  the  different  commanderies  that  some  of  the 
officers  wear  baldrics.  I  should  think  that  officers  wearing  shoulder 
straps  should  not  wear  baldrics.  I  recommend  that  the  new  navy  cap 
be  adopted  for  fatigue  dress. 

WORK. 

Eminent  commanders  should  see  that  the  Work  is  not  rattled  off  in 
order  to  put  a  number  of  candidates  through  in  a  given  time,  but  rather 
that  the  sense  of  the  text  and  the  grand  impressiveness  of  the  Clirist-like 
lesson  might  be  instilled  into  the  mind  of  the  candidate  and  make  him 
better  and  less  selfish. 

The  Order  of  Malta  appears  never  to  be  conferred  in  some  Comman- 
deries. I  call  the  attention  of  Commanders  to  the  fact  that  it  must  be 
done. 

SOCIAL. 

The  knowledge  of  being  able  to  confer  degrees  in  a  parrot-like  man- 
ner behind  guarded  doors  is  thought  to  make  a  first-clasd  Templar,  and 
the  social  side  of  life  is  never  thought  of.  Is  there  no  way  to  bring 
about  a  change  by  leaving  our  swords  in  the  asylum  and  having  our 
wives  and  sisters  with  us  oftener?  What  would  the  Louisville  Triennial 
have  amounted  to,  if  the  ladies  had  staid  home?  Why  can  not  they  be 
with  us  at  the  installation  of  our  officers,  at  receptions  in  our  asylums, 
and  at  our  banquets  ? 
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DISPENSATIONS. 

I  have  been  in  correspondence  witli  one  half  of  our  Conimanderies 
on  the  subject  of  balloting  out  of  time  and  in  one  instance  my  refusal  to 
grant  dispensation  was  questioned.  I  would  therefore  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  Grand  Master's  report  on  the  subject,  wherein  he  states  that 
there  is  only  one  road  to  the  Temple,  here  at  home,  as  well  as  in  Canada 
and  England,  and  that  the  (constitution  cannot  be  set  aside  for  a  seie(tted 
privileged  few. 

The  spirit  of  the  law,  in  the  statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  must 
be  regarded  if  we  wish  to  maintain  the  fundamental  rule  "  that  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  all  shall  be  absolutely  equal." 

FINAL    REMARKS. 

Our  number  is  increasing.  Our  strength  is  great  because  we  do  not 
solicit  for  the  Order.  The  candidates  come  of  their  own  free  will  and  all 
the  honor  lies  with  the  Order. 

It  is  therefore  but  just  and  right  that  the  candidate  should  take  the 
regular  course. 

And  now  having  ended  the  duties  of  the  high  office  to  whicii  you 
called  me  last  year,  I  submit  for  your  consideration  the  above  report, 
conscious  of  your  ready  sympathy  for  my  failings  and  praying  always  (or 
tlie  spread  of  our  glorious  Order. 

HARRY  T.  HOWARD, 

Grand  Commander. 

Reference  of  Address. 

On  motion,  the  Grand  Commander's  address  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three  for  apportionment  and  the  Deputy  Grand  Commander 
appointed  Sir  Knights  DeLap,  Jenkins  and  Martin  such  Committee. 

Report  Triennial  Committee. 

Sir  Knight  E.  N.  Thomas  presented  the  report  of  the  Triennial  Com- 
mittee which  was  read  and  ordered  published  in  the  proceedings,  and 
the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Commadery  extended  to  the  committee. 

To  Uie  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  in  the  tState  of  Mimmppi: 

Your  committee  on  Triennial  Conclave  begs  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  this  committee  submitted  to  the  last 
annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  your  committee  secured  a 
house  in  Louisville  for  the  accommodation  of  (iO  Sir  Knights  and  their 
families.  Your  committee  is  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  it  had  the 
house  in  readiness  for  the  reception  of  the  Mi.ssissippi  Sir  Knights.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee,  together  with  Grand  Commander  Howard 
and  Past  Grand  Commander  Speed,  reached  Louisville  on  the  25th  of 
August  to  arrange  for  the  reception  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mis- 
sissippi, and  such  Sir  Knights  as  might  attend.    They  prepared  liand- 
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some  decorations  for  our  quarters,  and  made  every  arrangement  that 
was  possible  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  Sir  Knights.  There 
were  about  forty  in  attendance,  this  included  the  Sir  Knights  and  their 
families.  We  think  that  Mississippi  was  far  more  creditably  represented 
at  this  Triennial  tlian  it  has  been  for  years.  Our  headquarters  were  not 
as  elegant  and  pretentious  as  those  of  some  other  states,  but  were  hand- 
somely decorated  and  we  think  did  credit  to  the  state.  Through  the  ef- 
forts of  your  committee  we  succeeded  in  having  about  forty  Sir  Knights 
in  the  parade,  and  we  think  that  Mississippi  was  enabled  to  make  a  very 
respecial^le  appearance.  The  Grand  Commandery  of  Misbissippi  is  in- 
debted to  Past  Grand  Commander  Sir  Knight  J.  J.  Hays  for  his  earnest 
effort  in  getting  the  Mississippi  Sir  Knights  in  the  parade.  The  con)- 
mittee  feels  that  without  his  assistance  nothing  would  have  been  accom- 
plished in  this  direction,  and  the  committee  desire  to  extend  thanks  to 
Sir  Knight  Hays  for  his  earnest  and  valuable  assistance.  The  Sir  Knights 
of  Mississippi  were  most  courteously  received  and  generously  enter- 
tained by  their  Kentucky  Fraters.  We  believe  that  on  no  similar  occa- 
sion was  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  entertained  with 
more  hospitality.  We  think  that  every  one  who  attended  received  great 
inspiration,  and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  such  a  knightly  gathering 
must  result  in  great  benefit  to  the  Order.  Your  committee  further  re- 
ports that  in  addition  the  sum  of  $500  donated  to  it  by  the  (4 rand  Com- 
mandery, Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9,  of  Meridian,  and  Delta  Comman- 
dery, No.  16,  of  Greenville,  each  gave  foO,  and  your  committei*  expended 
the  $600  for  necessary  expenses  require<i  to  entertain  the  (irand  Com- 
mandery of  Mississippi  and  our  Mississippi  Sir  Knightn.  The  amount 
donated'  was  not  sufficient,  but  the  comniittee  made  it  answer.  The 
chairman  of  this  committee  is  especially  indebted  to  Grand  Comman- 
der Howard,  to  Past  (-Jrand  Commander  Speecl,  and  to  our  lamented 
an«l  dearly  beloved  Gran<l  Recorder  Tower,  for  the  kind  and  valuable 
assistance  given  him,  and  he  feels  ronnt rained  to  say  without  surh  as- 
sistance he  must  have  failed  in  his  efforts  to  discharge  his  duties  as 
chairman  of  this  committee.  In  conclusion,  the  chairman  desires  to 
say  that  he  did  everything  in  his  power  to  secure  a  proper  attendance  at 
I^nisville,  that  if  he  did  not  succeed  it  was  not  for  lack  of  earnest  effort 
on  his  part.  He  believes  that  it  is  practically  impossible  to  interest  the 
Sir  Knights  of  Mississippi  in  an  undertaking  of  this  kind,  and  he  would 
suggest  that  hereafter  the  local  commanderies  must  take  up  the  matter, 
should  the  state  ever  be  at  all  creditably  represented  at  a  Triennial.  It 
is  a  matter  of  regret  that  Mississippi  Templars  do  not  feel  sufficient  in- 
terest to  induce  them  to  attend  on  an  occasion  of  this  kind. 
Courteously  submitted, 

E.  N.  THOMAS,  Chairman. 

At  half-past  twelve  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  Grand  Commandery  adjourned 
until  half-past  two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


AFTERNOON  CONCLAVE. 

At  half-past  two  o'<dock,  the  Grand  Commandery  resumed  la))or — 
present  all  the  Grand  Officers  and  Representatives  as  at  the  morning 
Conclave. 

Apportionment  of  Address. 

The  committee  on  apportionment  of  the  (^rand  Commander's  Ad* 
dress  submitted  the  following  report  which  was  adopted: 
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To  the  Right  Eminent^  the  Grmul  Cammandery : 

The  committee  on  the  apportionment  of  the  Grand  Commander's 
Address  beg  leave  to  report.  They  recommend  the  several  topics  be  ap- 
portioned to  committees  as  follows  : 

{  1  )  So  much  as  relates  to  the  death  of  President  McKinley  and  Sir 
Knights  of  other  Jurisdictions  to  a  special  committee  of  three. 

(2)  So  much  as  refers  to  death  of  Sir  Knight  Jolin  L.  Power  to  a 
committee  composed  of  the  whole  Commandery  and  that  the  R.".  E.'. 
Grand  Commander  designate  some  Sir  Knight  to  voice  tiie  sentiments 
of  this  sorrowing  (irand  Commandery. 

(  3  )     So  much  as  refers  to  Triennials  to  a  special  committee  of  three. 

( 4  )  So  much  as  refers  to  charters  and  dispensations  to  tlie  commit- 
tee on  Templar  haw. 

(  5  )  So  much  as  refers  to  a  monument  to  Sir  Knight  J.  L.  Power  to 
the  Finance  Committee. 

(6)  So  much  as  refers  to  Work,  uniform  and  social  features  tea 
special  committee  of  three. 

Courteously  submitted, 

G.  D.  BROWN, 
R.  A.  STEIGLER, 
W.  M.  CONNER, 

Committee. 

Appointment  of  Comnnittees. 

The  Deputy  Grand  Commander  subsequently  appointed  the  follow- 
ing named  Sir  Knights  on  such  committees: 

On  death  of  President  McKinley,  and  Fraters  of  other  Jurisdictions, 
Sir  Knights  Frederic  Speed,  Frank  Burkittand  R.  H.  Henry. 

To  voice  the  feelings  of  the  Grand  Commandery  on  death  of  Sir 
Knight  Power,  Sir  Knight  Phineas  M.  Savery. 

On  Triennial  Conclave,  Sir  Knights  De.  B.  Waddell,  Nolan  Steward, 
R.  Sommerville,  W.  M.  Conner,  Thomas  B.  Franklin. 

On  Social  Features,  Uniform,  Work,  etc.,  Sir  Knights  John  S.  Cobb, 
W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  C.  E.  Romberger. 

Finance  Committee. 

The  Grand  Commander  appointed  Sir  Knights  A.  C.  T-owe,  J.  H. 
Stalzfus  and  N.  G.  Augustus,  as  the  Finance  Committee. 

Report  of  Acting  Grand  Recorder. 

To  the  Right  Eminent^  the  Grand  Commandery: 

For  the  first  time  in  thirty-two  years,  a  period  longer  than  but  few  of 
us  have  been  Masons,  and  extending  back  beyond  the  life-time  of  some 
of  us,  another  comes  and  stands  in  the  place  of  one  who,  by  his  con- 
stancy and  courage,  his  unwearying  industry  and  a  patience  which  knew 
no  bounds,  whose  name  was  a  household  word  with  us  all,  and 
attempts  tlie  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  Grand  Recordership. 
The  transactions  of  the  office  since  the  death  of  Sir  Power,  have  been 
but  few  in  number,  and  of  comparative  unimportance.  The  account  of 
the  late  Grand  Recorder  prepared  by  his  son.  Sir  George  B.  Power,  an<l 
audited  by  Sir  John  A.  \Vebb,  and  found  to  be  absolutely  correct,  is 
presented  as  follows: 
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J.   L.  Power,  Grand  JRecokdek,  in  Account  with  the  Grand  Comman- 

DERY  OF  Mississippi,  K.  T.  : 

I)k. 

To  apparent  error  in  settlement  of  1900  witli  Grand  Treasurer 
— being  difference  between  receipts  and  amount  paid  over 
—see  pages  23  and  2(5,  Proceedings  1901 S  2  01 

To  receipts  from  all  sources,  not  previously  accounted  for I,5(i5  49 


S  \,M'u  oO 


Or. 


By  disbursements  as  per  vouchers  1  to  15  inclusive $  1,057  (\',\ 

Balance  on  hand 509  87 


Grand  Commandery  DIsbursenrients— I90I. 


Voucher  No. 


(I 

I. 
(I 

t( 
(t 

(I 

<4 
(( 
(( 

it 
i  ( 
4( 
(( 


1. 

9 


Pay  Roll  at  Water  Valley,  1901 $ 

E.  G.  DeLap,  Fraternal  Correspondence 

3.  Frederic  Speed,  Codification  of  the  laws  of 

the  Grand  Commandery,  see  p.  32,  pro.  1901 

4.  J.W.Tucker,  Printing 

5.  American  Seal  and  Stamp  Works,  Seal 

0.     Rogers,  Smith  &Co.,  Pictures  of  Gen.  Smith 

7.  J.  Manz,  Engraving  Co.,  Pictures,  Win.  Star- 

H»K 

8.  Vicksburg  Herald,  Printing 

9.  American  Express  Company,  Account 

10.  Southern  Express  Company,  Account 

11.  Wm.  H.  Mayo,  Grand   Encampment  Dues, 

1901 

12.  E.  N.  Thomas,  Chairman  Conclave  Com 

13.  J.  L.  Power,  (irand  Recorder,  Postage  Acct.. 

14.  J.  Manz,  Engraving  Company,  Accounts 

15.  J.  L.  Power,  Grand   Recorder,  Salary  for  7 

months,  from  Fe])y.  to  Sept ,  at  $250  per 
year 


171 

85 

100  00 

25 

00 

00 

45 

5 

00 

i\ 

00 

17 

(58 

80 

.^ 

25 

99 

11 

500  00 

19 

14 

31  52 


145  83 


Total  Disbursements $  1,057  ()3 
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Grand  Commandery  Receipt8-«-i900. 


Comma  NO  KRY. 


Mississippi 1 

Magnolia 2 

liexington 3 

Holly  Springs 4 

Rosalie 5 

8t.  Cyr (> 

DeMolay 8 

Cyrene/. 9 

Ivanhoe 10 

Mary  Savery 14 

Delta 10 

Aberdeen 17 

St.  Elmo 18 

The  Coast 19 

West  Point 20 

Hattiesburg 21 


• 

» 

X 

> 

n 

H 

U 

^ 

^; 

< 

OS 

H 


«2  08$   62  08  

154  74   102  50  $52  24 
27  81    27  81 


15  43 

15  43 

()9  30 

(>9  30 

irxi  4(i 

156  4(5 

31  00 

31  00 

208  88 

208  38 

121  80 

121  80 

30  75 

30  75 

(57  81 

(54  81 

40  90 

40  JK) 

137  68 

137  68 

44  87 

44  87 

101  35 

\M)  02 

76  20 

76  20 

$  1 .347  0() 

$  1 ,280  49 

3  00 


11  33 


m\ 


>  y/ 


Addition  A  r.  Ukckipts. 

Greenwood  Commandery — Dispensation  Fee $100  00 

Macon  Comtnandery-Dispensation  Fee 100  (0 

Yazoo  Commandery— Orders  Conferred 85  00 


$285  00 


Total  Receiits $1,565  49 

November  29tli,  1901. 
H.   T.  Howard,  Grand  Commander j  Bilo.riy  Miss.  : 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :  I  have,  this  afternoon,  handed  to  Bro. 
John  A.  Webb  for  his  inspection,  my  father's  accounts  as  Grand  Recor- 
der of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi ;  this  was  done  in  accord- 
ance with  instructions  of  your  letter  of  some  weeks  since.  In  explana- 
tion of  the  delay  incident  to  the  making  up  of  these  accounts,  will  say 
that  I  have  done  the  very  best  I  could  under  the  circumstances,  which  I 
trust  you  will  fully  appreciate. 

I  have  requested  Bro.  Webb,  after  verifying  the  accounts  and  making 
up  his  report  thereon,  to  sul)mit  them  to  you  ;  of  you  and  of  the  Grand 
Commandery,  I  would  request  the  privilege  of  making  any  correction 
either  on  the  debit  or  credit  side  of  tiiis  account  as  I  may  find  such  cor- 
rections necessary;  you  will  understand  my  reason  for  making  this  re- 
quest when  I  say  that  I  cannot  be  alisolutely  certain  that  they  embrace 
everything,  though  everything  that  I  could  find  any  trace  of  has  been 
included. 

As  Bro.  Webb  will  forward  them  to  you  to-morrow,  T  will  not  give 
vou  anv  statement  of  the  account. 

Thanking  you  for  your  indulgence  in  this  matter  and  assuring  you  of 
my  warm  personal  esteem  and  fraternal  regard,  I  am 

Courteously  yours. 

GhX),  B.  POWER, 
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Jackson,  Miss.,  November  JWth,  1901. 
Most  Eminent  Sir  //.  7'.  Honard,  Grand  Commander  knights  Temjtliir,  Biloxij 

HoNouEi)  Sir:  In  acconlaiice  with  your  favor  of  the  27th  of  Septem- 
ber, appointing  me  as  special  agent  for  the  Grand  Conunandery  to  check 
up  and  report  on  the  accounts  of  our  late  Brother  J.  L.  Power,  as  Grand 
Recorder,  I  have  the  lionor  to  herein  submit  said  report,  as  follows : 

Dr. 

To  apparent  error  in  last  report $        2  01 

Receipts  from  all  sources 1,565  49 

Total  Reckipts Sl,5()7  50 

Cr. 
By  disbursements  as  per  vouchers $1,057  63 


Balance  on  HAND $    509  8 


/ 


In  making  this  check  I  have  been  as  careful  as  possible,  assisted  by 
Bro.  Geo.  B.  Power,  and  think  it  is  correct,  however,  I  ask  that  this  be 
not  filed  as  a  final  report,  allowing  Bro.  Power  to  supplement  or  correct 
as  it  may  :ippear  either  as  a  debit  or  credit.  Bro.  Power  has  written  you 
on  the  subject  and  while  w'e  do  not  anticipate  any  corrections,  yet  in 
the  further  inspection  of  his  papers  some  may  appear.  What  is  desired 
by  both  is  to  have  it  positively  correct. 

With  tliese  papers  you  will  find  an  itemized  statement  of  receipts 
and  disbursements,  together  with  proper  vouchers,  etc.,  as  well  as  a 
l)alance  sheet,  together  with  an  order  on  Britton  &  Kountz  Bank,  of 
Natchez,  for  the  balance  due  by  him  $509.87.  I  must  ask  that  you  ejccuse 
the  longtime  it  has  taken  to  perfect  this  work,  V)ut  I  was  dependent  on 
Bro.  Geo.  Power  who  was  compelled  to  go  through  a  number  of  papers  in 
order  to  separate  and  itemize  the  account,  and  to  whom  I  am  indebted 
for  the  inclosed  report.     With  the  kindest  regards  I  am 

Courteously  yours, 

JNO.  A.  WEBB. 

Diary  of  Sir  Power. 

The  following  is  taken  from  Sir  Power's  diary  as  written  by  him: 

March  7. — Returned  to  Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5,  approved   uniform 
By-Laws. 
Returned  approved  By-La wsMarySavery  Commandery,  No.  14. 
Returned  approved  By-Laws  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9. 

April  15. — Dispensation  for  new  Commandery  at  Macon:  Signed  John  S. 
Cobb,  O.  L.  McKav,  J.  L.  Spinks,  K.  J.  Martin,  J.  W.  Hol- 
brook,  W.  S.  Farmer,  T.  J.  Patty,  W.  F.  Scales,  T.  J.  Evans, 
E.  N.  XoflTsinger,  T.  J.  Wilkins,  J.  W.  B.  Patty,  M.  M.  War- 
ren, J.  0.  Faser. 

Dr.  W.  F  Scales,  E.  C;  T.  J.  p:vans,  Gen'o.;  E.  N.  Noflsinger, 
C.  G.     Paid  $100.00. 

April  23.— Charter  to  Yazoo  Commandery,  No.  2.3,  dated  April  15th,  1901. 

June  12. — Calvin  W.  Prather,  Indianapolis  is  Grand  Recorder,  Grand 
Commandery  of  Indiana. 

June  13. — Edward  CorroU  Parmelee,  Grand  Secretary  Grand  Lodge  and 
Chapter,  and  Grand  Recorder  Grand  Commandery,  Colo- 
rado, died  at  Denver  May  10,  1901.  Born  in  Waterbury,  Vt., 
May  16,  1835.  Wm.  D.  Todd  succeeded  as  Grand  Secretary  ; 
Room  39,  Masonic  Temple. 
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July  12. — Dispensation  for  new  ComnxanderyatGreeenwood.  Paid  $100. 
Dispensation  dated  Julv  1 :  Dr.  N.  E.  Wliiteliead,  E.  C;  AV. 
P.  Tackett,  Gen'o.;  T.  W.  Smith,  C.  G. 

Julv  18.— Received  of  Grand  Recorder  Mayo,  two  copies  Malta   Ritual, 
424  and  425  ;  and  two  copies  Cypher,  1375  and  I37f>. 
Sent  one  set  to  M.  L.  Stijijler,  Yazoo  City. 
Sent  one  set  to  Dr.  W.  F.  Scales,  Macon. 

July  26.— Sent  one  set  Malta  Ritual  and  Cypher  to  Dr.  N.  E.  Whitehead, 
Greenwood. 
Sent  one  K.  T.  Ritual  to  Cyrene  Coinmandery. 

Aug.  20. — Circular  from  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  gives  J.  E.  Cherry 
Creston  as  Grand  Recorder. 

John  H.  Gordon. 

Past  Grand  Commander,  John  H.  Gordon,  died  at  his  residence  near 
Port  Gibson  on  the  17th  inst.,  aged  sixty  years,  from  a  stroke  of  paralysis. 
His  Commandery  went  out  of  existence  several  years  ago,  and  since  then 
he  had  not  been  affiliated,  but  formerly  he  was  a  very  zealous  and  active 
Knight  Templar.  He  was  formerly  president  of  the  Port  Gibson  Bank, 
and  one  of  the  wealthiest  business  men  of  Claiborne  county,  and  a 
man  highly  esteemed  in  tlie  community. 

Rbturns  and  Rkceipts. 

All  of  the  Commanderies  have  made  their  reports  and  paid  dues; 
the  receipts  of  the  Acting  Grand  Recorder  being  as  follows: 

Coast  Commandery $  27  00 

Rosalie  Connnandery (>6  00 

Cyrene  Commandery 213  00 

Huttiesburg Commandery 43  00 

Aberdeen  Commandery 36  00 

Yazoo  Commandery.....' 35  00 

Mississippi  Commandery 47  00 

Ivanhoe  Commandery 103  86 

Coahoma  Commandery 22  00 

r^exington   Commandery 67  00 

West  Point  Commanderv 93  65 

DeMolay  Commandery (>!  00 

St.  Cyr  Commandery 122  00 

Holly  Springs  Commandery 23  00 

Mary  Savery  Commandery 42  00 

St.  Elmo  Commandery.....* 71  00 

Delta  Commandery "  84  00 

Magnolia  Commandery 73  00 

SI  ,229  51 

Cash  receipts  this  vear $1,229  51 

last  year 1,017  36 


((  (( 


Excess  this  year $    212  15 
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Financial  Statement. 

Dr. 

1901.     Dec.  17. — To  this  amount  received  from  balance  in  handfl 

of  late  Grand  Recorder $    bOi)  87 

From  Comnianderies 1,229  51 

$1,739  38 
Cr. 

1901.  Dec.  17. — By  this  amount  remitted  Grand  Treasurer $    50^)87 

1902.  Jan.  11.— Remitted  Grand  Treasurer 289  00 

"      25.  "  "  "          83  44 

"     Feby.     1.  "  "  "          536  51 

13.  "  "  "          172  50 

"        "       20.  "  "  "          148  0<i 

$1,739  38 

Expense  Account. 

The  expenses  have  been  as  follows : 

Dr. 

1901.  Oct.    2.  Warrant  No.  1,  Contingent  expenses,  Grand  Rec*r..$  20  00 

"     11.  "  "     2,  J.  W.Tucker,  printing  for  Sir  Power      125 

'*     Nov.  27.          "          *'    3,  American  Express  Co.,  Jackson,  ex- 
press for  Sir  Power 3  :55 

"        *'    27.          **          "    4,  American  Express  Co.,  Jackson,  ex- 
press   35 

"        "     28.  "  "     5,  E.  N.  Thomas 25  00 

"     Dec.     2.  •*  "    6,  Piazza  &  Botto,  rent  for  Nov 10  00 

<'        "      9.          "          "     7,  Frederic  Speed,  Salary  for  quarter..    62  50 
**        **     10.          "          **     8,  Clarion   I^edper  Co.,  printing  pro- 
ceedings, 1901 245  40 

1902.  Jan.    2.  **  "    9,  Piazza  &  Botto,  rent  for  Dec 10  00 

*'        "    22.  **  **  10,  Vicksburg     Herald,   printing    and 

stationery 36  95 

»«        '*     27.  **  "  11,  J.  Manz   Engraving  Co.,   portraits 

for  proceedings 2  67 

"     Feb.    5.  "  "  12,  Piazza  &  Botto,  rent  for  Jan 10  00 

"    11.  **  *'  13,  Clarke  &  Co.,  stationery 45 

'*        **    20.  "  *'   14,  Frederic  Speed,  balance  salary  Grd. 

Recorder 41  70 

$469  62 
Ck. 

By  Warrants  1  to  14  inclusive $469  62 
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Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  K.  T.— Receipts  I90I. 


Namk  of  Commandery 


• 

o 

o 

^■^ 

•■/.• 

• 

x 

b 

as 

< 

a 

X 

5^ 

u 

^ 

^ 

y\ 

^^ 

Aberdeen 

Coahoma 

Coast 

Cvrene 

DeMolav 

Delta.....'. 

Hattiesbnr^.... 
Holly   Springs. 

Ivan hoe 

Lexington 

Magnolia 

Mississippi 

Rosalie 

Saverv,  Marv... 

St.  Cyr .*..... 

St.  Elmo 

West  Point 

Yazoo 


28 
17 
27 

ii:j 

89 
88 
18 
<)2 
82 
58 
85 
4() 
27 
// 
50 
44 
20 


$  28 
17 
27 
118 
8(> 
89 
88 
18 
02 
82 
58 
85 
4(> 
27 
77 
50 
44 


•A 


y. 

U 


00 

$10  00 

00 

5  00 

00 

00 

100  00 

00 

25  (M) 

00 

45  00 

00 

5  00 

00 

5  00 

00 

40  (H) 

(Kl 

:J5  00 

00 

15  00 

00 

10  00 

00 

20  00 

00 

15  00 

00 

45  00 

00 

15  00 

00 

50  m) 

00 

15  00 

22 
27 

218 
01 
84 
48 
28 

102 

07 
— •■> 
<•) 

47 

00 

42 

1 22 
71 

104 
85 


00 
00 
00 
(K) 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
(K) 
00 


Y, 


< 


$ $  80  m 


10 
85 


:'>5 

00 


22 
27 

218 
01 
84 
48 

1 28 
08 
07 
78 
47 
0(> 
42 

1 22 
71 
98 


00 

00 

00 

00. 

(K) 

00 

OOt 

8(i 

00 

00 

OOt 

00 

(K) 

00 

00 

00 

00 


*  Short  S2.00.  t  Overpaid  $1  80.  ;  S2.00  paid  for  Orders  in  1900. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 


NAMK. 
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99 
X 

H 
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Aberdeen,  17 

Coaiioma 

Coast,  19 

Cyrene,  9 

DeMolav,  8 

Delta,  H) 

Hattiesburg,  21.. 
Holly  Springs,  4. 

Ivanhoe,  10 

Lexington,  3 

Magnolia,  2 

Mississippi,  1 

Rosalije,  5 

Mary  Savery,  14 

8t.  Cyr,  6 

St.  Elmo,  18 

West  Point,  20... 
Yazoo,  23 


26 
1(> 
29 

m 

31 
27 
40 
15 
60 
27 
58 
36 
43 
25 
84 
56 
45 
18 


C-l 
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25 
5 
9 
1 
1 
8 
7 
3 
2 
4 
3 
9 
3 

12 
3 


5  1 


1 
3 


a; 

< 
X 

z 

X 


V. 


C5 


4 
1 


732i93     9     4    106     31 


20 
6 

12 
1 
4 
8 
8 
4 
2 
4 
3 
9 

.) 

12 
3 


H 

S3 


«  ad 
*  & 

£  o 


as 
o 

fa 

c 

fid 
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u 
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K 
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1 
1 
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2 


4 


1 


•> 
11 


9 
3 


19 


GO 
K 
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*> 


H 

a 

'A 

% 
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2 
3 
1 


3 
1 
6 
3 
4 


3  3 
1 
1 

2  11 


1      1  13  65    778 


13 
1 


28 
17 
27 
113 
36 
39 
:58 
18 
()2 
32 
58 
35 
4<J 
27 
82 
5(i 
44 
20 


*  Member  of  another  Commandery. 

Add  Greenwood  Commandery,  U.  D.,  20.  Macon  Commandery,  U. 
D.,  16—36.  Returns  received  afterwards;  making  total  membership  814 
and  the  net  gain  for  tiie  year  77. 

Which  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 


Grand  Treasurer's  Report. 

The  Very  Eminent,  the  Grand  Treasurer,  submitted  liis  report  as 
follows : 

G.  J.  Bahin,  Grand  Treasurer  in  Account  with  the  Grand  Commandery, 

K.  T.,  Mississippi: 

1901.  Debit. 

Feb.  23.    To  Cash  Grand  Recorder  J.  L.  Power, %    56(>  33 

Dec.  21.      **      **      From  F.  Speed,  Actg.  Grand  Recorder 

balance  in  hand  of  late  Grand  Recor- 
der, J.  L.  Power 509  87 

1902. 
'  Feb.  25.      "       '*     From  Actg.  Grand  Recorder  F.  Speed, 

to  date 1,229  51 

$2,305  71 
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1\K)1.  Credit.  Voucher. 


Oct.  10.    Bv  Cash,  F.  Speed,  Contingent  act....      '*     1 $  20  00 

"     15.     ''       '*      J.W.Tucker "     2 125 

Dec.    8.     "        "       E.  N.  Thomas **    3 25  00 

U.     "        "       Piazza  &  I  Jot  to.  Rent  act....      "     4...... 10  00 

American  Express "     5 3  35 

(i 35 


"      "     "        **       American  Express " 

ii       <<      ii        ft  (t  (t  (t 


(( 


10.  **  **  F.  Speed,  salarv  (jrand  Re- 
corder  ' *'     7 62  50 

1902. 

Jan.  12.  •'  "  Piazza  &  Botto,  Rent  act....  "     8  10  00 

"      "  "  "       Clarion  Ledjrer "     J) 245  40 

*'    27.  "  *•      Vicksburg  Herald "  10 

Feb.     4.  '*  "  J.  Manz  Eng.  Co.,  Chicago  "11 

"     11.  "  *'  Piazza  i^  Botto,  Rent  act....  "12 

"     17.  "  "      Clarke  &  Co *  13 

"    22.  "  "       Frederic  Speed "  14 

$  2,3a5  71 

$  409  02 


30 

95 

2 

67 

10  00 

45 

41 

70 

Balance  on  Hand $    1,836  09 

Which  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Appointment   of    Committees. 

The  Right  F^minent,  the  Grand  Commander, appointed  the  following 
committees: 

On  Report  Tkienniai.  Commjttkk. — Sir  Knights  DeB.  Waddell,  Nolan 
Stewart,  R.  Sommerville,  W.  M.  Conner  and  T.  B.  Franklin. 

On  Social  Featukks,  Uniform  Work,  &c. — Sir  Knights  John  S.  Cobb, 
W.  A.  Bodenhamer  and  C.  K.  Roml)erj;i»r. 

Finance  Com.mittee.— sir  Knights  A.  C.  Lowe,  J.  H.  Stalzfus  and  N. 
G.  Augustus. 

Collection  at  Devotional  Office. 

The  Very  Kminent,  the  Grand  Treasurer,  reported  tiiat  the  collection 
at  the  Devotional  Otiice  this  morning,  was  one  liundred  and  sixty  eight 
dollars  and  fiftv  cents. 

Fraternal  Correspondence. 

Right  Eminent,  Sir  Enoch  George  DeL«p,  submitted  in  print,  his 
report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence,  which  was  ordered  publislied  with 
the  proceedings. 

Power  Monument. 

Very  Eminent,  Sir  R.  H.  Henry,  addressed  the  (irand  Commandery 
regarding  the  proposed  monument  to  the  late  Grand  Recorder  and  the 
subject  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Greenwood  Commandery,  U.  D. 

A  petition  in  due  form,  was  received  from  (rreenwood  Commandery, 
accompanie<l  by  its  Returns  an<l  minutes,  asking  for  a  charter,  wliicli  was 
referred  to  the  Finance  (/ommittee. 
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Macon  Comnrfandery,  U.  D. 

A  petition  indue  form,  was  received  from  Macon  Conimandery,  ac- 
companied by  its  Returns  and  a  statement  of  its  proceedings,  t)ie  minute 
book  having  been  burned  in  a  conflagration  which  destroyed  the  asylum 
and  inconsequence  of  losses  sustained  at  that  time,  said  petition  asked 
tor  a  remission  of  dues  to  the  Grand  Commandery,  which  was  referfed 
to  the  Finance  Committee. 

By-Laws. 

Lexington  Commandery  submitted  its  By-Laws  and  asked  for  their 
approval  by  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Templar  Law. 

Ivanhoe  Commandery  submitted  an  amendment  to  its  By-Laws, 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Templar  Law. 

Law  Report. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  on  motion,  was  adopted: 

To  the  Grand  Commandery  : 

Your  Law  Committee  again  having  under  consideration  the  question 
as  to  how  Commanderies  may  deal  with  Sir  Knights  who  are  in  arrear- 
ages for  dues,  the  undersigned,  members  of  said  committee  courteously 
submit  the  following: 

The  code  of  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Kncampment,  K.  T.,  U.  S.  A.,  pro- 
vides two  methods  of  dealing  with  sucli  delinquents. 

The  one  by  disfranchisement;  Article  18,  sections  4  and  5.  The 
other  by  suspension  ;  Article  48,  section  6. 

Either  of  these  methods  may  he  chosen  by  Commanderies. 

Disfranchisement  only  deprives  Sir  Kniglits  of  the  right  to  vote  and 
hold  office.  Upon  payment  of  arrearages  disfranchised  Knights  may  be 
restored  to  all  their  rights  and  privileges  by  a  majority  vote. 

Suspension  for  any  cause  whatever,  severs  the  membership  of  a  Sir 
Knight  from  his  Commandery.  See  Article  48,  section  1.  When  sus- 
pended. Sir  Knights  may  be  restored  to  good  standing  by  a  majority 
vote,  but  for  restoration  to  membership  a  unanimous  ballot  is  required  ; 
Article  48,  section  9. 

Neither  of  these  methods  is  mandatory,  as  Commanderies  may  sup- 
port themselves  by  other  resources  if  they  have  them.  But  when  one  of 
these  methods  has  been  provided  for  in  the  By-Laws,  then  all  the  pro- 
visions of  the  code  of  Statutes  relative  thereto  become  obligatory,  and 
must  be  strictly  observed. 

The  making  of  By-Laws  is  imposed  on  the  subordinate  Comman- 
deries by  the  code  of  Statutes,  but  all  By-l^aws  and  amendments  thereto 
must  be  approved  by  the  Grand  Commandery  before  they  can  have  any 
binding  force  or  effect. 

Courteously  submitted, 

FREDKRIC  SPEKD, 

P.  M.  SAVKRY, 

W.  A.  BODENHAMKR, 

Committee. 
3 
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By-Laws  Approved. 

To  the  Grand  Connmandery : 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  recommend  that  the  amendment  to 
the  By-Laws  of   Ivanhoe   Commandery   and   tl»e  By-Laws    ol    Lexing- 
ton Commandery,  referred  to  them,  be  approved. 
Courteously  submitted, 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 

P.  M.  SAVERY, 

W.   k.  BODENHAMKR, 

Committee. 
Wliich  was  adopted. 

Election  of  Officers. 

The  Grand  Commandery  tlien  proceeded  to  tlie  election  of  ofticer.s, 
with  the  following  result: 

Grand  Commander Oliver  L.    McKay. 

Deputy  Grand  Commander R.  H.  Henry. 

Grand  Generalissimo Frank  Burkitt. 

Grand  Captain  General John  Foggo  Dixox. 

Grand  Prelate Jambs  A.  Leach. 

Grand  Treasurer Gus.  J.  Bah  in. 

Grand  Recorder - Frederic  Speed. 

Senior  Grand  Warden DeB.  Waddell. 

Junior  Grand  Warden Geokge  C.  Myeks. 

Grand  Standard   Bearer Nolan  Stewart. 

Grand  Sword  Bearer Geokge  C.  Hoskins. 

Grand  Warder Garland  D.  Bkown. 

The  Grand  Commander  was  authorized  to  appoint  the  Grand  Senti- 
nel from  the  members  of  the  Commandery  stationed  at  the  place  here- 
after to  be  selected  as  the  place  of  liolding  the  next  Annual  Grand  Con- 
clave. 

Report  of  Finance  Committee. 

The  Finance  Committeee  submitted  the  following  report,  tiie  consid- 
eration of  which  was  postponed,  subject  to  call. 

To  the  Grand  Commandet  y  of  Knights  Templar  in  the  State  of  Missimppi  : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  was  referred  the  reports  of 
the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Acting  Grand  Recorder  respectfully  submit 
that  we  have  carefully  examined  the  same  and  find  them  correct. 

We  recommend  that  one  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  to  the 
monument  fund  of  the  late  Sir  Knight  Power. 

We  further  recommend  that  the  dues  of  Macon  Commandery,  U.  D., 
be  remitted,  it  having  suffered  a  loss  by  fire,  and  that  a  charter  be 
granted  them. 

We  fmrther  recommend  that  a  charter  be  granted  Greenwood  Com- 
mandery, U.  D. 

Courteously  submitted, 

A.  C.  LOWE, 

J.  H.  STALZFUS, 

N.  G.  AUGUSTUS, 

Committee. 
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Next  Annual  Grand  Conclave. 

After  full  consideration  of  several  motions,  it  was  voted,  that  the 
next  Annual  Grand  Conclave  shall  beheld  on  theTuesday  precedingthe 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  at  the  sanie  place,  if  there  be  a  Com- 
raandery  stationed  there,  otherwise  that  the  Grand  Commander  appoint 
the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  Conclave. 

Finance  Committee  Report. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Finance  Comn)ittee  was  re- 
sumed and  the  same  was  amended  by  striking  out  one  hundred  and  in- 
serting two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  as  the  Grand  Commandery's  con- 
tribution to  the  Power  Monument  Fund,  and  as  amended  the  report  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

Mckinley. 

Right  Eminent,  Sir  Frederic  Speed,  speaking  for  the  committee, 
made  a  verbal  report  upon  the  death  of  President  McKinley,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote  and  the  committee  was  directed  to 
reduce  the  same  to  writing,  which  was  done  as  follows: 

Joy  and  sorrow  alternate  as  the  sun  moves  upon  the  dial;  pleasure 
is  swallowed  up  in  a  seething  caldron  of  woe  and  tears  are  intermingled 
with  the  wine  of  life.  Yesterday  was  a  day  of  rejoicing  and  the  people 
of  Mississippi,  with  a  common  impulse,  acclaimed,  with  glad  enthusiasm, 
the  first  citizen  of  the  land ;  the  streets  of  its  cities  and  hamlets  were 
a  blaze  of  glory,  and  flowers  were  woven  into  garlands  and  streamers 
floated  in  the  air  and  cannon  thundered  a  welcome  and  bells  rang  with 
joyous  peals.  The  heroic  city  of  Vicksburg  hailed  the  chief  magistrate 
as  it  had  done  no  previous  visitor  and  was  proud  of  the  honor  he  con- 
ferred upon  it  by  entering  its  portals  and  becoming  its  guest  of  honor. 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixth  dav  of  September  last,  the  rays  of  the 
rising  sun  as  they  came  over  the  hills,  bathed  the  land  with  glory  and 
gladness,  and  throughout  all  the  nation  there  was  peace  and  happiness, 
but  at  evening  the  heavens  were  overcast  and  every  head  bowed  in  an- 
guish before  an  overpowering  sorrow,  for  one  of  the  gigantic  columns  of 
the  temple  of  civilization  had  fallen  and  every  lover  of  his  country  was 
a  Niobe,  weeping  and  inconsolable.  A  blow  had  been  struck,  as  a 
flash  of  lightning  out  of  a  clear  sky,  at  humanity  and  all  the  world  stag- 
gered beneath  an  assassin's  stroke  and  but  one  name  was  upon  all  lips 
and  every  thought  turned  towards  the  fair  city  upon  the  Inland  Sea, 
where  the  people's  best  beloved  lay  writhing  in  mortal  anguish. 

It  was  only  a  few^  hours  before  that,  in  the  presence  of  a  great  con- 
course of  people,  the  chief  of  the  nation  had  stood  amid  the  combined 
exhibit  of  the  world's  progress  in  skill  and  inventive  ingenuity,  and 
God's  goodness,  and  gazed  upon  a  wondrous  scene  of  beauty.  As  he 
looked  toward  the  east,  through  the  long  avenue  and  beheld  the  magnif- 
icent exhibit  of  man's  progress,  power  and  enlightenment,  as  shown  in  the 
scores  of  temples,  with  wondrous  graceful  outline  and  symmetry  of  pro- 
portion, in  which  the  finest  products  of  art,  manufactures,  agriculture 
and  commerce  were  displayed,  and  as  heljeheld  the  lightning  Sash  from 
more  than  a  half  million  lights,  presenting  a  dream  of  beauty  such  as 
man's  eyes  had  never  before  seen,  God's  challenge  to  Job,  '*  Canst  thou 
send  lightnings  that  they  may  go,  and  say  unto  then,  here  we  are," 
doubtless  came  to  his  mind  and  the  thought,  surely  this  is  a  vision  of 
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the  gates  of  heaven,  and  alas,  might  it  not  have  been  to  him  a  glimpse  of 
the  splendors  of  the  city  and  temple  of  the  king,  into  whose  gates  he  was 
so  soon  to  enter. 

This  is  neither  the  time  nor  place,  when  we  are  mingling  our  tears 
with  those  of  every  one  who  loves  liberty,  order  and  good  government, 
to  attempt  to  protray  our  horror  and  detestation  of  the  awful  crime 
which  has  caused  all  the  world  to  mourn  or  to  applaud  the  punishment 
wliich  overtook  the  foul  fiend  whose  hellish  instincts  prompted  the  act. 
**  Vengeance  is  mine,  saith  the  Lord,  I  will  repay."  But,  we  may  as  a 
branch  of  the  great  Masonic  Craft,  which  has  always  and  everywhere, 
taught  that  man  is  free  and  sovereign  over  his  mind  and  conscience  and 
the  laborer  worthy  of  his  wages,  and  as  the  firm  defender  of  the  rights  of 
the  people,  felicitate  ourselves,  that  it  has  never  taught  the  principles  of 
anarchism  and  no  Czolgosz  has  ever  knelt  at  our  altars. 

Oh,  how  our  lips  do  stammer,  when  we  come  to  speak  of  the  great 
career  which  has  ended  and  how  inadequate  words  are  to  convey  the 
feeling  deep  down  in  all  our  hearts.  Had  we  the  gift  of  eloquence,  we 
could  tell  you  of  the  virtues  and  amiable  qualities  which  made  William 
McKinley's  name  second  only  to  those  of  Washington  and  Lincoln  in 
the  affections  of  the  American  people  and  his  personality  the  admiration 
of  all  people,  upon  whom  the  benign  rays  of  nineteenth  century  civiliza- 
tion have  fallen. 

Time  and  circumstances  do  not  permit  an  extended  eulogy,  nor  is  it 
necessary,  for  there  is  not  a  school  boy  who  to-day  sits  in  the  little  school 
house  upon  the  hill,  from  the  Aroostook  to  the  Rio  Grande,  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  that  does  not  know  that  he  was  the  highest  and 
best  product  of  public  education,  and  that  his  is  the  story  of  multitudes 
of  poor  boys  who  have  laid  the  foundations  of  their  greatness  in  the 
public  school,  and  fought  their  way  from  the  alphabet  to  a  degree,  over- 
coming many  obstacles,  which  would  have  conquered  a  heart  less  stout. 
Kre  the  beard  had  grown  he  was  to  be  found  in  the  ranks  as  a  private 
soldier  fighting  for  his  country.  The  four  years  which  are  usually  given 
to  laying  the  foundation  for  a  learned  profession  he  gave  to  battling  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Union.  And  when,  the  war  clouds  had  rolled 
away  and  the  angel  of  peace  had  come  down  and  whispered  a  message  of 
reconcilliation  into  the  ears  of  the  great  commanders  of  the  contending 
forces,  he  took  up  again  the  thread  of  life  which  war  had  tangled,  and 
began  anew  the  struggle.  Entering  at  the  bar,  he  practiced  his  pro- 
fession for  some  time  and  until  he  became  absorbed  in  the  great  civic 
battles  of  politics,  in  which  he  was  advanced  through  a  protracted  Con- 
gressional career  and  the  governorship  of  his  state  to  the  executive 
mansion. 

When  he  came  to  the  presidential  office,  the  waves  as  they  came 
dashing  over  the  spice-laden  Southern  sen,  brought  a  wail  of  anguish 
and  were  freighted  witli  the  expiring  groans  of  the  murdered  sons  of  the 
ever-faithful  isle,  and  gave  the  lie  to  the  great  truths  which  went  thun- 
dering round  the  world  from  Independence  Hall,  that  all  men  are  en- 
dowed with  the  heaven-born  gift  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  the 
mightiest  nation  on  the  earth  sat  idly  by  with  impotent  hands  and  per- 
mitted the  work  of  the  butcher,  Weyler,  to  go  on  unmolested,  for  fear  of 
trespassing  upon  the  treaty  rights  of  a  friendly  nation  and  allowed, 
almost  within  sight  of  the  statue  of  liberty,  the  despot  to  slay  and  kill, 
burn  and  desolate,  with  unparalleled  cruelty  and  a  savagery  of  which  the 
Apache  would  be  ashamed.  And  then,  there  came  sighing  through  the 
pines,  a  cry  of  agony  from  a  land  where  a  brutal  soldiery  was  encouraeed 
to  ravish  its  daughters,  and  children  were  torn  from  their  mother's 
breasts  and  slaughtered  before  their  faces,  because  the  fathers  and  sons 
were  endeavoring  to  throw  off  the  intolerable  yoke  of  Spanish  despotism, 
and  put  to  naught  the  blessed  Master's  teaching  of  peace  and  good  will 
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aiuoiigst  men.  The  moral  sense  of  the  people  overcame  the  inertness  of 
ciiploinacy,  and  the  people's  representatives  commanded  the  beast  to 
loosen  its  fangs  from  the  throat  of  its  victim.  The  reply  came  from  the 
dying  sailors  of  the  Maine.  We  know  now  that  the  president  was 
greater  than  the  Congress— greater  than  the  people,  with  whose  impa- 
tient demands  for  the  redress  of  frightful  wrongs  he  was  in  lull 
sympathy,  for  he  knew  time  was  required  for  the  work  of  preparation, 
and  he  made  it  while  all  around  him  the  cry  was  for  war,  and  his  great 
heart,  which  had  bled  with  sorrow  for  the  wronged  and  oppressed  all 
the  days  of  his  life,  was  lacerated  by  the  awfulness  of  Spanish  barbarity, 
but  he  restrained  himself  and  the  country,  until  all  was  in  readiness  to 
strike ;  and  when  he  struck,  the  map  of  the  world  was  changed  almost, 
as  it  were,  in  a  niglit. 

And  when  all  the  land  was  in  a  blaze  of  glory  and  there  was  shout- 
ing for  joy  in  every  hamlet,  this  great  soul  which  had  controlled  the  im- 
pulse of  the  nation,  in  its  desire  to  stretch  forth  its  mighty  hand  to  raise 
a  failing  brother,  spoke  a  sentence  which  healed  the  sore  between  the 
sections  that  not  even  a  score  of  years  had  been  able  to  medicate,  and 
said,  all  the  sacred  dead  are  the  nation's  legacy,  wh.ether  they  died  be- 
neath the  stars  and  bars  or  the  star  spangled  banner.  And  there  was  no 
longer  a  past  to  divide. 

We  do  not  speak  of  his  statesmanship  and  the  great  things  which  he 
did  in  the  halls  of  Congress,  for  about  the  wisdom  of  legislation  men  dif- 
fer ;  but  there  is  by  common  consent  a  verdict  of  his  countrymen,  that 
there  was  in  all  he  did  and  said  inflexible  patriotism,  rugged  honesty 
and  a  high-minded  and  noble  purpose,  which  lifted  him  up  beyond  the 
domain  of  party  politics  and  enrolled  his  name  among  ihose  of  the  great 
statesmen  of  our  eountry. 

Shall  we  speak  of  his  intellectual  gifts  and  attainments  ?  What  need  ? 
Did  not  all  the  world  read  his  last  words  of  council  nnd  admonition  spo- 
ken at  Buffalo,  but  a  few  hours  before  he  fell,  and  must  we  say  that  only 
a  statesman  of  the  highest  mental  calibre  could  have  given  utterance  to 
such  thoughts?  RatTier  let  us  think  o(  the  man,  from  his  human  side. 
Amongst  men  he  whs  amiable,  kind,  considerate,  firm  and  true  in  his 
frendships  and  with  a  heart  always  open  to  distress  and  affliction,  and 
ever  extending  down  his  arm  to  raise  a  falling  brother. 

Dare  we  intrude  upon  that  family  circle  at  Canton  and  tell  how  true 
and  tender  and  affectionate  he  was  at  all  times  to  her  who  was  tlie  part- 
ner of  his  joys  and  sorrows?  No  need  for  us  of  our  fair  iSouthland, 
where  woman  is  the  brightest  jewel  in  our  crown,  to  say  that  he  posses- 
sed a  virtue  which  we  most  highly  esteem.  Did  we  not  but  a  few  short 
months  since  witness  at  Vicksburg  the  solicitude  he  displayed  and  how, 
even  though  thousands  of  voices  were  raised  in  his  honor,  his  first 
anxiety  and  care  was  for  his  wife;  the  cheers  were  grateful,  but  the  so- 
licitude shown  lor  the  comfort  and  safety  of  the  lady  proved  him  the 
true  gentleman. 

I  saw  this  majestic  figure  at  his  own  home  a  few  days  before  he  left 
it  on  his  last  journey  towards  the  National  capital.  Tliere  was  a  smile 
upon  his  lips  and  a  cordiality  and  geniality  of  welcome  in  the  out- 
stretched hand  with  which  he  greeted  me.  The  step  was  as  elastic  as 
that  of  a  youti).  The  voice  was  full  and  sweet  and  he  heard  what  I  had  to 
say  with  patience  and  interest,  and  no  detail  was  too  irksome  for  him. 
And  as  he  took  my  hand  at  parting,  in  his,  he  said  with  a  countenance 
wreathed  in  smiles  and  betokening  genuine  pleasure,  how  thoroughly  he 
appreciated  liis  welcome  in  Vicksburg  and  on  his  passage  through  our 
state.  The  surroundinjis  weresimplicity  itself,  the  house  was  nota  pahice 
nor  the  furnishings  elaborate  or  expensive;  it  was  just  such  a  comfort- 
able home  as  any  man  of  moderate  means  mi^ht  have,  and  it  was  amid 
such  unpretentious  surroundings  that  the  most  august  personage  on  earth 
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held  his  court.  With  a  single  secretary  aud  a  few  clerks,  no  aid-de- 
camp, nor  guards,  nor  tramping  sentinels,  the  man  whose  word  was  law, 
within  constitutional  limits,  literally,  from  the  rising  to  the  setting  of  the 
sun  ;  the  commander-in-chief  of  armies  whose  drum-beat  goes  rolling 
around  the  world,  and  whose  navy  carries  our  flug  into  the  utmost  parti 
of  the  earth,  transacted  the  executive  governmental  business  of  an 
hundred  millions  of  people.  A  plain,  democratic,  American  citizen,  he 
was,  even  as  president,  in  his  own  house,  plain  and  unpretentious;  a  cul- 
tivated and  refined  gentleman. 

And  he,  who  rose  so  high,  had  no  extraneous  forces  to  make  him 
great.  It  was  all  his  own  innate  grandeur  of  character  and  strong  will- 
power and  self-control,  with  a  fixed  and  steadfast  determination  to 
achieve  to  the  highest,  that  took  him  from  the  little  common  school  to 
the  presidential  cliair.  There  is  not  a  boy  so  poor  in  all  the  land  but 
may  profit  by  liis  example. 

liiis  man  who  wore  in  life  upon  his  breast,  the  Templar  cross  and 
made  his  own  its  legend,  **  In  hoc  signo  vinces, "  did  not  tremble 
when  tlie  angel  came  and  summoned  him,  but  replied,  *'  It's  (iod's  way^ 
Hm  will  be  done,"  and  he  went  out  into  tlie  night,  knowing  in  whom  he 
trusted. 

Such  a  life  is  not  lived  in  vain.  Though  his  mortal  has  put  on  im- 
mortality, he  yet  lives  and  will  continue  to  live  so  long  as  men  sliall  es- 
teem that  which  is  high  an<l  true,  noble,  good  and  courugeous.  And  he 
will  only  be  forgotten  when  the  people  shall  cease  to  be  free  and  law, 
liberty  and  constitutional  government  shall  perish  from  the  face  of  the 
earth. 

PARVIN. 

When  the  summons  came  to  Theodore  Sutton  Parvin,  of  Iowa,  on 
the  28th  of  June  last,  to  join  the  innumerable  host  which  have  passed 
the  portals  of  the  Lodge  whose  Tyler  is  death,  he  took  from  Masonry  not 
only  one  who  had  attained  to  a  ripe  old  age,  but  one  who  throughout  all 
those  years  had  led  an  extremely  useful  life  and  departing  left  behind 
him  numerous  memorials  which  will  perpetuate  his  memory,  in  the 
work  which  he  did,  notably  the  great  Iowa  Masonic  Library,  wliich  he 
created.  It  would  be  impossible  to  bring  within  the  compass  of  this  re- 
port, even  a  bare  outline  of  his  life  and  the  Fervices  which  he  rendered 
to  the  Craft  and  the  world,  aud  anything  less  would  be  an  injustice, 
both  to  him  and  ourselves.  Suffice  it  to  say  here,  that  when  the  history 
of  his  period  shall  be  written,  the  name  of  Theodore  Sutton  Parvin  will 
be  associated  with  his  cotemporaries  Pike,  Fellows,  Mackey,  Morris, 
Hillyer,  and  the  other  great  men  and  Masons,  whose  learning  and  zeal 
'made  theirs  the  golden  age  of  Masonry. 

POWER.  « 

Right  Eminent  Sir  Phineas  M.  Suvery,  for  the  Committee  on  Necrol- 
ogy, submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  :  ^' 

i 

Right  Eminent  Sir  John  Logan  Power,  Grand  Recorder  and  Honor- 
ary Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar 
of  Mississippi,  entered  into  rest  at  his  home  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  Septem])er 
24th,  1901.  His  fraters  recognize  that  their  "Chief  of  Stafl*"  has  fallen 
on  his  shield  of  Faith,  beneath  tiie  folds  of  the  Beauseant  and  in  the  van 
of  Christian  warriors  battling  for  the  Christ. 

He  has  laid  aside  the  cross  of  Mortality  and  gone  to  secure  the  crown 
of  Immortality.     He  sleeps— a  victor's  sleep.    The  record  of  his  life-work  ^ 

shows  a  constant  battle  for  the  right,  and  the  good  that  he  has  done  will 
live  in  the  hearts  of  his  fraters  wheresoever  dispersed,  as  jewels  in  their 
several  caskets  of  remembrance. 
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Recognizing  the  loss  to  earth  of  a  valiant  and  magnanimous  Knight 
of  the  Temple,  unanimously  award  to  his  memory  the  fraternal  love  of 
Christian  Knighthood,  and  tender  Christian  condolence  to  his  bereaved 
family,  and  the  host  of  fraters  who  will  unite  with  us  in  asserting  *'  Well 
done,  good  and  faithful  servant,"  passed  from  earth,  but  resting  safely 
in  the  "  Camp  of  the  Blessed  Master.'' 

Tlie  following  beautiful  boquet,  written  by  Mrs.  Josie  Frazee  Capple- 
man,  is  made  part  of  this  report: 


Ah,  me!    Oar  ''  grand  old  man  "  Is  gone- 
None  f^rander  e*er  could  be  ; 
Not  e^en  a  Gladstone  -  good  and  great— 
To  us,  was  great  as  he. 

Ye  Masons  mourn  a  missing  Knight 
From  out  your  sacred  band  ; 
And  we— our  best  and  brightest  "  Star  " 
In  all  Magnolia-land. 

A  guiding  star  in  all  things  good, 
Their  honors  too,  he  shared, 
And  willing  worked  in  every  walk  ; 
For  self  he  never  spared. 


How  meek,  with  all  his  many  gifts » 
And  modest  all  the  while  ; 
One  was  he,  'mong  a  million  men^ 
Who  thought  or  knew  no  guile. 


A  Soldier  of  the  Gray  was  he— 

None  braver  in  the  fight ; 

With  Southland,  as  with  all  things  else — 

Forever  for  the  Right. 

How  much  of  good  unto  the  State 
He  loved  and  served  so  well ; 
How  much  of  good  to  all  mankind- 
No  one  can  ever  tell. 


He  was  my  friend  -on  firmer  friend 
Nor  sun,  nor  stars  can -shine  : 
Tho'  great  the  loss  unto  the  State, 
The  greater  loss  is  mine. 

« 

He  was  my  friend  —a  father,  too. 
In  his  dear,  thoughtful  way  :— 
*•  One  of  my  daughters,  so  are  you," 
He  would  oft'  to  me  say. 


He  was  my  friend  -a  kind,  Just  friend. 
And  gentle,  e'en  as  just, 
A  friend  whom  one- thro'  trials,  thro'  time, 
Implicitly  could  trust. 


A  man  in  whom,  all  men  had  faith, 
A  man,  nor  Truth  more  true, 
A  man  e'er  reverenced  and  beloved 
By  all  who  of  him  knew. 


A  fairer  soul  ne'er  took  its  flight 
To  bide  among  the  blest  ;— 
Rest  spirit,  of  that  great,  good  man. 
In  God's  own  Mansion  rest. 
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We  recommend  a  page  of  our  records  be  dedicated  to  his  memory— 
that  oar  banners  and  jewels  be  draped  in  mourning  thirty  days. 

Adjournment. 

And,  as  a  furtlier  mark  of  respect  and  esteem  for  the  late  Grand  Re- 
corder, the  Grand  Commandery,  at  half-past  four  o'clock,  p.m.,  adjourned 
until  to-morrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY'S  CONCLAVE 


i 


At  nine  o'clock,  a.  m.,  Wednesday,  February  26tli,  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery resumed  labor.  Present,  all  the  Grand  Officers  and  Represen- 
tatives, as  at  yesterday's  Conclave. 

Installation.  j 

r 
Right  Eminent  Sir  Phineas  M.  Savery,  Past  Grand   Commander,  as- 
sisted by  Right  Eminent  Sir  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  as  Grand   Marshal,  in- 
stalled the  Grand  Officers  elect,  and  at  tiie  conclusion  of  tiie  ceremony  ""i 
made  a  brief  but  eloquent  address,  the  pathos  and  tenderness  of  which 
was  greatly  appreciated  by  the  Grand  Commandery. 

Appointment  of  Committees. 

The  Grand  Commander  appointed  Sir  Knights,  Harry  T.  Howard, 
W.  A.  Bodenhamer  and  .lames  M.  Buchanan,  as  the  Standing  Committee  ' 

on  Templar  Law,  and  re-appointed  Sir  Knight  Enoch  George  DeLap  as 
the  Fraternal  Correspondence  Committee. 
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Thanks. 

On  molioii,  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Coininandery  were  tendered  to 
Sir  Knight  Irvin  Miller,  Grand  Prelate,  for  liie  forceful  and  appropriate 
sermon  at  the  Devotional  Offices,  and  a  copy  of  same  requested  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  in  tlie  proceedings. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Commandery  were  heartily 
tendered  to  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Park,  Pastor,  and  the  Stewards  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  the  use  of  their  handsome  and  commodious  edifice, 
during  the  Devotional  Offices,  and  Brother  Park  and  the  choir  of  the 
cliurch,  and  tlie  ladies  and  gentlemen  assisting  them,  were  tendered 
thanks  for  the  beautiful  and  appropriate  music  which  they  rendered. 

Banner  Presentation. 

The  Grand  Standard  Bearer  presented  himself  before  the  Grand 
Commander,  holding  a  new,  elegant  and  costly  Grand  Commandery  ban- 
ner, which  Right  Eminent  Sir  Speed  said  had  been  purchased  by  the  late 
Grand  Recorder  and  was  carried  in  the  Triennial  parade  at  Louisville. 
It  was  Sir  Power's  intention  to  provide  for  its  payment,  but  as  you  all 
know,  death  had  laid  his  icy  finger  upon  him  when  he  reached  home 
from  Louisville  and  liis  intentions  were  broken  off.  Right  Eminent  Sir 
Harry  T.  Howard,  without  reporting  the  fact  to  the  Acting  Grand  Re- 
corder, sent  his  check  in  payment  of  the  bill  and  it  was  only  in  settling 
up  the  business  of  the  year  that  tbe  fact  was  developed.  Sir  Howard, 
desiring  tiiat  this  Standard,  so  beautiful  and  appropriate,  shall  be  a  me- 
morial of  him  who  procured  it  and  marched  beneath  its  folds  at  Louis- 
ville, where  his  last  masonic  duty  was  performed,  permits  me  in  his  name 
and  stead,  to  present  it  to  the  Grand  Commandery.  I  am  sure  that  on 
all  future  festival  occasions  when  Mississippi  Knights  Templar  shall  be 
arrayed  beneath  its  folds,  that  it  will  recall  two  names  which  will  ever 
remain  very  precious  in  our  memories,  those  of  our  great  and  good 
Grand  Recorder  and  that  of  the  retiring  Grand  Commander — Power  and 
Howard. 

The  Grand  Commander  in  pleasing  and  felicitous  words  accepted 
the  gift  and  assured  the  generous  donor  that  it  would  be  preserved  as  a 
perpetual  reminder  of  him  whose  memory  it  commemorates  and  of  him 
whose  name  will  be  inseperably  associated  with  it,  and  tendered  to 
Right  Eminent  Sir  Howard  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

Thanks  to  Sir  Howard. 

Sir  Knights  DeLap  and  Burkitt,  ottered  the  folowing  which  was  unan- 
imously adopted  by  a  rising  vote: 

Remlvedy  That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Commandery  are  due  and 
heartily  tendered  Right  Eminent  Sir  Harry  T.  Howard  for  his  digni- 
fied and  courteous  demeanor  during  his  term  of  office,  and  for  the  zeal 
and  activity  he  has  displayed. 
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Adjournment. 

The  Grand  Comraandery  having  completed  the  business  of  the 
Forty-fiftii  Annual  Conclave  was  adjourned,  the  Grand  Prelate  leading 
the  Sir  Knights  in  their  devotions,  until  Tuesday  after  the  third  Mon- 
day in  February,  1903. 


Grand  Commander. 


Grand  Recorder. 


THE    KNIGHTLY    DEAD 


The  Coast, 

Q.    EDWARD    PARK, 

May  7th,  1901. 

Ctrbne, 

T.    R.    HARRISON, 

April  19tta,  1901. 

HoLLT  Springs, 

J.    H.    ATHEY, 

Jane  20Ui,  1901. 


Itanhoe, 
WILLIAM    J.    CURTIS. 


I.    H.    GOFF. 


Macon, 

.    N.    WARREN, 

August  14th,  1901. 


Magnolia, 

ALBERT    M.    LEA, 

December  24th,  1901. 


Mississippi, 

JOHN    LOGAN    POWER, 

September  24th,  1901. 

B.    C.    LEMLY, 

Janaary  2d,  1901. 

JAMES    M.    McKEE. 

St.  Ctr, 

J.      B.     PATE, 

August  28th,  1901. 

T.    H.    WALKER, 

December  4th,  1901. 

Yazoo, 

J.    C.    HENDERSON, 

June  16th,  1901. 
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Those    whose    mortal    has   put    on    immortality. 


OWEN    P.    FITZ8IMON8, 

Grand  Prelate,  Alabama. 


FREDERIC  A.    SPENCER, 

Grand  Commander,  Connecticut. 


G.  HERRICK   WILSON, 

Past  Grand  Commander,  Connecticut. 


JOSEPH    W.    SMITH, 

Grand  Treasurer,  Indiana. 


THOMAS  RUSSELL   ERCANBRACK, 

Past  Grand  Commander,  Iowa. 


JAMES  M.  COLE, 

Past  Grand  Commander,  Minnesota. 


JAMES     WASSEN      MOORE, 

Past  Grand  Commander,  Nebraska. 


HENRY  HORNER  KUHN, 

Grand  Commander,   PennsyWanla. 


JOSEPH    HOLMES    BULLOCK, 

Grand  Treasurer,  Tennessee. 


EDWIN   QUSTAVUS  BOWER, 

Past  Grand  Commander,  Texas. 


PHILIP    TRASHER    WOODFIN, 

Past  Grand  Commander,  Virginia. 
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Srand  Encaropinent  Kpigbts  Templar 

^*  Of  the  United  States  of  America. 


SIR  KNIGHT  HENRY  BATES  STODDARD,  GRAND  MASTER. 


General  Orders  No.  1. 


To  all  Grand  Commanderies  and  Subordinate  Commanderies  within  the  Jiiri&- 
diction  of  and  holdiny  aUegiaiice  to,  the  Grand  Kncam^rment  of  Knights 
Templar  of  the  UnUed  Stated  of  America— G RE ICTING: 

Know  Ye,  That,  in  conformity  to  a  custom  heretofore  approved  by 
tlie  Grand  Encampment,  we  announce  the  appointment  of  the  following 
Sir  Knights — to  whom  commissions  have  been  issued — as  our  represent- 
atives, and  have  assigned  to  them  the  duty  of  visiting  at  tlieir  conveni- 
ence, the  Grand  Commanderies,  and  the  Subordinate  Commanderies 
holding  Charters  or  Dispensations  immediately  under  this  Grand  En- 
campment, in  their  respective  districts,  inspecting  them,  and  reporting 
to  us  such  matters  as  may  seem  to  them  important : 

First  Ditsrict. — New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  Sir  Knight  Joseph 

A.  Locke,  v.*.  E.*.  Grand  Senior  Warden,  Portland  Maine,  Kepresenta- 
tive. 

Second  District. — Maine,  Connecticut  and  Delaware,  Sir  Knight 
Henry  W.  Rugg,  V.*.  E.*.  Grand  Generalissimo,  Providence,  Khode  Island, 
Representative. 

Thihd  District. — Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, Sir  Knight  Arthur  McArthur,  V.'.  E.*.  Grand  Standard  Bearer,  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  Representative. 

Fourth  District. — New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Districtof  Columbia, 
Sir  Knight  H.  Wales  Lines,  V.*.  E.*.  Grand  Treasurer,  Meriden,  Conn., 
Representative. 

Fifth  District. — Maryland,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia,  Sir  Knight 
Frank  H.  Thomas,  V.".  E.-.  Grand  Junior  Warden,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Representative. 

Sixth  District.— Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan,  Sir  Knight  William 

B.  Melish,  V.'.  K.*.  Captain  General,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Representative. 

t 

Sbventh  District. — Iowa,  Missouri  and  Olno,  Sir  Knight  George  M. 
Moulton,  R.'.  E.".  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Chicago,  III.,  Representative. 

Eighth  District. — Alabama,  Kentucky  and  Mississippi,  Sir  Knight 
Walter  M.  Hind  man,  Past  Grand  Commander,  Vincennes,  Ind.,  Repre- 
sentative. 

Ninth  District. — Florida,  Georgia  and  Tennessee,  Sir  Knight  Joseph 
K.  Orr,  Past  Grand  Commander,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Representative. 

Tenth  District. — Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  North  Dakota  and  South 
Dakota,  Sir  Knight  George  H.  Benzenberg,  Past  Grand  Commander, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Representative. 

45 


46  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI.  1902 

Klbvbnth  District. — Arkansas  and  Texas,  Sir  Knight  Robert  Strong, 
v.*.  E.'.  Grand  Warder,  New  Orleans,  La.,  Representative. 

Twelfth  District. — Louisiana  and  Kansas,  Sir  Knight  Charles  £. 
Rosenbaum,  V.'.  £.*.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard,  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
Representative. 

Thirteenth  District. — Indian  Territory  and  Oklahoma  Territory, 
Sir  Knight  Robert  M.  Elgin,  Past  Grand  Commander,  Houston,  Texas, 
Represenative. 

Fourtkentu  District. — Colorado  and  Nebraska,  Sir  Knight  John  A. 
Gerow,  V.*.  E.*.  Grand  Recorder,  Detroit,  Mich.,  Representative. 

Fifteenth  District. — Idaho,  Montana  and  Wyoming,  Sir  Knight 
Edward  D.  Neill,  Past  Grand  Commander,  Butte,  Mont.,  Representative. 

Sixteenth  District. — Arizona  and  New  Mexico,  Sir  Knight  George 
J.  Roskruge,  Past  Grand  Commander,  Tucson,  Arizona,  Representative. 

Seventbknth  District.  -Nevada  and  Utah,  Sir  Knight  Jacob  Weath- 
wax.  Past  Grand  Commander,  Aberdeen,  Wash.,  Representative. 

Eighteenth  District. — California,  Oregon,  Washington  and  Sand- 
wich Islands,  Sir  Knight  Frank  W.  Sumner,  Past  Grand  Commander, 
San  Francisco,  CaL,  Represesentative. 

Ninetkenth  District. — North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina,  Sir 
Knight  W.  S.  Liddell,  Past  Grand  Commander,  Charlotte,  N.  C,  Repre- 
sentative. 

Given  under  my  hand  in  the  City  of  Bryan,  Texas,  this  thirty-first 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  1901,  A.  O.  783. 

[Seal]  henry  BATES  STODDARD, 

Grand  Master. 

At  test — 

JOHN  A.  GEROW. 

Grand  Recorder. 
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Grand   Commanders 

From  Organization— 1857  to  I902. 


William  H.  Stevens 1857  to  1858— Died  October  13,  1866. 

George  P  Crump 1858  to  1859— Died  1860. 

Giles  Mumford  Hillver 1859  to  1860— Died  April  23,  1871. 

Harvey  VV.  Walter.'. 18(50  to  1861— Died  Sept.  19.1878. 

Benjamin  S.  Tappaii 1861  to  1866— Died  March  1,  1866. 

Edward  Lee 1866  to  1867— Died  1878. 

Christopher  A.  Manlove 1867  to  1868— Died  Dec.  29,  1878. 

Fleet  C.  Mercer 1869  to  1870 -Died  January  26,  1885. 

John  K.  Fulson,  Water  Valley 1869  to  1870. 

CharlesT.  Bond 1870  to  1871— Died  Dec.  14,  1872. 

William  8.  Patton 1871  to  1872— Died  July  5, 1889. 

Enoch  Geo.  DeLap.  Natchez 1872  to  1873. 

Edmund  T.  Henry 1873  to  1874— Died  April  10,  1881. 

Phineas  M.  Savery,   Tupelo 1874  to  1875. 

Gid  W.  Cox 1875  to  1876— Died  Julv  9,  1900. 

Oliver  Clifton,  Jackson 1876  to  1877— (  Not  affiliated.) 

William  A.  Fairchild  1877  to  1878— Died  Sept.  20,  1878. 

WMlliam  Gallatin  Paxton 1878  to  1879— Died  October  26,  1898. 

Charles  M.  Erwin  1879  to  1880— (  Non-resident.) 

William  G.  Benbrook,  Natchez 1880  to  1881. 

William  French 1881  to  1882— Died  April  28,  1884. 

James  T.  Meade,  Biriuingliain,  Ala..  1882  to  1883 — (  Non-resident.) 

H.  M.Romberger,  Winona 1883  to  1884. 

W.  P.  Towler 1S84  to  1885— Died  March  30,  1893. 

John  H.  Gordon,  Port  Gibson 1885  to  1886— Died  Feb.  17,  1902. 

Bolivar  A.  Vaughan 1886  to  1887— Died   Nov.  5,  1897. 

N.S.Walker 1887  to  1888--Died   August  12,1895. 

Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburir 1888  to  1890. 

James  J.  Hayes,  Vicksburg 18^)0  to  1891. 

J.  E.  Leigh 1891  to  1892— Died  Nov.  7,  1891. 

W.  A.   Bodenhamer,  Okalonn 1892  to  1893. 

S.  W.  Ferguson,  Greenville 1893  to  1894. 

J.  C.French,  Natchez 1894  to  1S95. 

Frank  P.Jenkins,  Aberdeen 1895  to  1896. 

James  M.  Bncliannn,  Meridian 1896  to  1897. 

James  T.  Harrison.  Columbus 1897  to  1898. 

William  Starling,  Greenville 1898  to  1899— Died  Dec.  10,  1900. 

Johns.  Cobb,  Verona 1899  to  MKX). 

John  A.  B.  Jones,  Brandon HKK)  to  1901. 

Harrv  T.  Howard,  Biloxi 1901  to  1902. 

Oliver  L.  McKay,  Meridian 1902  to  VMi. 

Honorary  Past  Grand  Commanders. 

J.  L.  Power,  p.  e.  c Mipsissippi  No.  1 — Elected   in   1891, 

Died  September  24, 1''01. 

John  D.  Miles,  p.  k.  c Magnolia,  No.  2— Klected  in  1892. 

GuB  J.  Bahin Rosalie,  No.  5— Elected  in  1896. 
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Grand  Representatives 

Commissioned  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Nllssfsslppi. 


Grand  Commandenj.  Hepresentntive — Postoffice.  Date  of  Conwiimon. 

Alabama N.  G.  AugustuR,  Holly  Springs |  Dec^^n^mi 

Arkansas Harry  T.  Howard,  p.  g.  c,  Biloxi Feb.  7,  1899. 

Cnliforniii Phineas  M.  Savery,  p.  g.  c,  Tupelo March  27,  1890. 

Colorado T.  G,  Birchett,  Vicksburg Jan.  24,  1890. 

Connecticut Garland  D.  Brown,  Water  Valley  Nov.  1,  1898. 

District  Columbia  K<lward  J.  Martin,  Meridian  Dec.  24,  1898. 

Florida J.  E.  Seavey,  Brookhaven July  28,  1899. 

Georjiia J.  C.  French,  p.  g.  c,  Natchez Oct.  15,  1901. 

Illinois James  K.  Moore,  Vicksburg ^ Renewed 

C     Dec.  28,  1901. 

Indiana C.  E.  Grafton,  Brookhaven July  25,  1899. 

Iowa Frederic  Speed,  p.  g.  c,  Vicksburg Dec.  22,  1898. 

Kansas Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  p.  g.  c,  Natcliez July  IH,  18iK). 

Kentucky Cass  Oltenburg,  Lexington Jan.  25,  1899. 

Louisiana Enoch  Geo.  DeLap,  p.  g.  c,  Natchez 1892. 

Maine C.  L.  lancoln,  Columbus Oct.  10,  1895. 

Massachusetts  and 

Rhode  Island. ...John  S.  Cobb,  p.  g.  c,  Verona August  1898. 

Maryland James  T.  Harrison,  p.  o.c,  Columbus...  5  Renewed 

(     Feb.  4, 1902. 

Minnesota H.  M.  Romberger,  p.  g.  c,  Winona Nov.  23,  1891. 

Nebraska Emmett  N.  Thomas,  Greenville April  12,  1894. 

New  Hampshire.. ..Benjamin  V.  White,  Meridian Feb.  8,  1901. 

New  Jersey E.  Emmet  Clement,  Ocean  Springs Aug.  21,  1899. 

New  York Enocli  Geo.  DeLap,  p.  g.  c  ,  Natcliez Jan.  15,  181K). 

North  Carolina Ebnezer  Thompson,  Biloxi March  19,  1897. 

North  Dakota John  D.  Miles,  Vicksburg 

Ohio John  A.  B.  Jones,  p.  g.  c,  Gloster ..Dec.  23,  1901. 

Pennsylvania Oliver  L.  McKay,  Meridian Jan'y   11,  H)02. 

South  Dakota William  G.  Sykes,  Aberdeen Dec.  16,  1898. 

Tennessee ■■■■■■■i^b^bhhbb 

Texas G.  J.  Bahin,  Natchez Nov.  19, 1898. 

Vermont James  J.  Hayes,  p.  g.  c,  Vicksburg June  5,  1899. 

Virginia William  G.  Benbrook,  p.  g.c,  Natchez..July  1896. 

West  Virginia W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.  g.  c,  Okolona.... 

Wisconsin John  A.  Dicks,  Natchez Nov.  20,  1895. 

Wyoming J.  H.  Wright,  Meridian October  1896. 
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Grand  Representatives 

Commissioned  by  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi. 


Grand  Commandery.  Represenlalive—Postaffice.  Date  of  Commission. 

C  Doc.  17   1901 

Alabama Henry  H.  Mathews,  Montgomery J    Renewed 

C     Feb.  7,  1902, 
Arizona 

Arkansas George  P.  Taylor,  Forest  City Jan.  18,  1890. 

California Carroll  Cook,  San  Francisco Dec.  19,  IJKX). 

Colorado Alfonso  A.  Burnard,  Leadville Jan.  2,  1890. 

-m  ...  ^   ,       ,,T    ,».       ,r  ...  ( July  22,  1890. 

Connecticut John  W.  Mix,  Yatesville <    Renewed 

(     Feb   7,  1902. 

District  of  Col. ...Albert  B.  Jackson Oct.  10,1896. 

Florida  George  W.  Hyde,  Gainsvile Feb.  7,  1902. 

Georgia Thomas  E.  Fletcher,  Forsythe Feb.  7,  1902. 

( J&n.  9.  1899. 
Illinois James  G.  Elwood,  Joliet <    Reappointed 

f     Feb.  7, 1892. 
Indian  Territory 

T     ,.                              i:*     J     •   1    r>i          %ii   ^'  I  August  17, 1899. 

Indiana Frederick  Glass,  Madison <    Renewed 

/     Feb.  9,  1902. 

Iowa Henri  R.  Pratt,  Keokuk  Feb.  7,  1902. 

Kansas S.  J.  B.  Fugate,  Newton Feb.  7,  1902. 

Kentucky Reginald  Heber  Thompson,  Louisville... June  8,  1892. 

Ix)uisiana Joseph  H.  DeG range,  New  Orleans 

Maine J.  H.  Druramond,  Portland Dec.  23,  1889. 

,,        .       ,                   ^              ^      1     ,.  .  .  ( October  8,  1896. 

Maryland  George  Cook,  Baltimore <    Renewed 

(     Feb.  7,  1902. 

( Dec.  16,  1892. 
Mass.  and  R.  I Benjamin  Rowell,  Lynn <    Renewed 

I     Feb.  7,  1902. 

( June  28,  1893. 
Minnesota Charles  H.  Mix,  Crookston <    Renewed 

I     Feb.  7,  1802. 

( Feb.  6,  1890. 
Missouri Alex.  M.  Dockery,  St.  Louis \    Renewed 

C     Feb.  7,  1902. 

Montana E.  D.  Aiken,  Butte  City July  10,  1891. 

Nebraska Louis  F.  de  Lorermier,  Desha Oct.  8,  1896. 

(  July  22,  1899. 
New  Hampshire  ...Rev.  Daniel  C.  Roberts,  Concord <    Renewed 

(    Feb.  7.  1902. 

New  Jersey  Thomas  Godson,  Newark Dec.  23,  1889. 

New  York John  H.  Chapman,  Newbury Feb.  7,  1902. 

North  Carolina Martin  S.  Willard,  Wilmington March  9,  1897. 

North  Dakota Frank  A.  Briggs,  Bismarck Oct.  8,  1896. 

c  March  11,  1893. 
Ohio  William  L.  Beuchner,  Youngstown <    Reappointed 

(     Feb.  17.  1901. 

Oregon Irvin  W.  Pratt Aug.  19,  1899. 

Pennsylvania John  F.  Rau,  Philadelphia Feb.  17,  1902. 

South  Dakota William  H.  Ruddel,  Brooklyn Feb.  7,  1902 

Tennessee James  Park  Hanner,  Franklin Aug.  16,  18W. 

Texas Will  N.  Kidd,  Houston March  14, 1902. 

Vermont George  W.  Squier,  Swanton Jan.  18,  1899. 

( August  5, 1889 

Virginia John  T.  Parham,  Petersburg <    Renewed 

^  '  '^  (     Feb.  7,  1902. 

Washington  Walter  J.  Thompson,  Tacoma May  24,  1889. 

West  Virginia Edward  O.  Bower,  Sistersville Feb.  7,  1902. 

Wisconsin N.  C.  Giffin,  Fon  du  Lac 

Wyoming John  C.  Davis,  Rawlins Oct.  8,  1895. 
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ROSTER  OF  QRAND  COMMANDERIE8. 


Alabama.— Grand  Commander,  Robert  Moulthrop,  Eufalla;  Grand  Re- 
corder, George  A.  Beaucamp,  Montgomery. 

Arizona.— Grand  Commander,  Frederick  G.  Brecht,  Prescott;  Grand  Re- 
corder, George  J.  Ruskruge,  Tucson. 

Arkansas.— Grand  Commander,  Edgar  A.  McCulloch,  Marianna;  Grand 
Hecorder,  Fay  Hempstead,  iJttle  Rock. 

California. — Grand  Commander,  George  Butterfield  McKey,  San  Jose; 
Grand  Recorder,  William  A.  Davis,  San  Francisco. 

Canada.— Grand  Cainmander,  Jolin  Vallentine  Ellis;  Grand  Recorder, 
William  H.  Whyte,  Montreal. 

Colorado. — Grand   Commander,  Julius  Bidwell  Bissell,  Denver;  Grand 
Recorder,  William  D.  Todd,  Denver. 

Connecticut. — Grand  Commander,  Alberts.  Comstock,  Norwich;  Grand 
Recorder,  Eli  C.  Hirdsey,  Meriden. 

District  of  Columbia.— Grand  Commander,  George  Gibson,  Washington; 
Grand  Recorder,  Arvine  W.  Johnston,  Washington. 

England  and  Wales. — Grand  Commander,  The  Earl  of  Euston,  London  ; 
Grand  Recorder,  C.  F.  Matier,  London,  W.  C,  P^ngland. 

Florida.— Grand  Commander,  William  S.  Ware,  Jacksonville;    Grand 
Recorder,  Wilbur  P.  Webster,  Jacksonville. 

Georgia. — Grand  Commander,  Earnest  A  Cutts,  Savannah  ;  Grand  Re- 
corder, William  S.  Rockwell,  Savannah. 

Illinois.— Grand  Comniander,  Charles  P.   Kane,   Bloomington  ;    Grand 
Recorder,  Gilbert  W.  Barnard,  Chicago. 

Indiana. — Grand  Commander,  Leonidas  P.  Newby,  Knightstown;  Grand 
Recorder,  Calvin  W.  Prather,  Indianapolis. 

Indian  Territory. — Grand  Commander,  Zachary  Taylor  W^ilrond,  Musko- 
gee; Grand  Recorder,  Joseph  S.  Murrow,  Ataka. 

Iowa. — Grand  Commander,  W.  H.  Norris,  Manchester;  (iirand  Recorder, 
J.  E.  Cherry,  Creston. 

Ireland. — Grand  Commander,  IL  R.  H.  Duke  of  Connaught;  Grand  Re- 
corder, John  A.  Baker,  Dublin. 

Kansas.— Grand  Commander,  Edward  W.  Wellington,  Ellsworth  ;  Grand 
Recorder,  Thomas  J.  Anderson,  Topeka. 

Kentucky.— Grand  Commander,  Henry  T.  Jefferson  I^uisville;  Grand 
Recorder,  Alfred  H.  Bryant,  Covington. 

Louisiana. — Grand  Commander,  Joseph  J.  Hooper,  New  Orleans;  Grand 
Recorder,  Richard  Lambert,  New  Orleans. 

Maine. — Grand   Commander,  Albert    M.   Spear,   Gardiner;    Grand   Re- 
corder, Stephen  Berry,  Portland. 

Maryland.— Grand  Commander,  Graham   Dukehart,   Baltimore;  Grand 
Recorder,  John  H.  Miller.  Baltimore. 

Massachusetts  &  Rliode  Island.— Grand  Commander,  George  E.  Hilton, 
Lynn,  Mass.;  Grand  Recorder,  Benjamin  W\  Rowell,  Boston. 

Michigan. — Grand  Commander,   Charles  R.  Hawley,  Bay  City;    Grand 
Recorder,  Henry  L.  Anthony,  Sturgis. 

Minnesota. — Grand   Commander,    Jehial    W.    (/hamberlain,    St.   Paul; 
Grand  Recorder,  Thomas  Montgomery,  St.  Paul. 
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Mississippi. — Grand   Commander,   Oliver  L.  McKay,    Meridian;   Grand 
Recorder,  Frederic  Speed,  Vicksbiirjr. 

Missouri. — Grand  Commander,  Horace  G.  Clark,  St.  Louis;  Grand  Re- 
corder, William  H.  Mayo,  St.  Louis. 

Montana.— Grand  Commander,   James  H.   Montietli :  Grand  Recorder, 
Edward  D.  Neil,  Butte. 

Nebraska. — Grand  Commander,  Samuel  P.  Davidson,  Tecumseh  ;  Grand 
Recorder,  Francis  K.  Wliite,  Omaha. 

New  Hampshire. — Grand    Commander,    Frank    L.    Sanders,    Concord: 
Grand  Recorder   Frank  D.  Woodbury,  Concord. 

New  Jersey.— Grand   Commander,    Josiah    S.    Davitison,   Washinpton ; 
Grand  Recorder,  Charles  Bechtel,  Trenton. 

New  York. — Grand  Commander,   Eraptus  C.  Delavan,  5oO   Fifth    Ave., 
Brooklyn;  Grand  Recorder,  Authur  Mac  Anthur,  Troy. 

North    Carolina. — Grand    Commander,    DeWitt    E.    Allen,    Charlotte; 
Grand  Recorder,  James  C.  Munds,  Wilmington. 

North  Dakota. — Grand  Commander,  Clark  W.  Kelly,  Devils  Lake;  Grand 
Recorder,  Frank  J.  Thompson,  Fargo. 

Ohio. — Grand  Commander,  William  L.  Bates,  Dayton;  Grand  Recorder, 
John  N.  Bell,  Dayton. 

Oklahoma.— Grand  Commander,  Julius  Ca'sar  Cross;  Grand  Recorder, 
DeForest  DeFrancin  Leach,  Oklahoma  City. 

Oregon.— Grand  Commander,  Frank  A.  Moore,  Salem;  Grand  Recorder, 
James  F.  Robinson,  Kugene. 

Pennsylvania. — Grand    Cotnniander,     Thomas    F.    Penman,    Scranton ; 
Gran<l  Recorder,  William  W,  Allen,  Philadelpliia. 

Prince  Edward  Island. — Grand  Recorder,  B.  Wilson  Hi^'iin. 

Scotland,  -(irand  Comman<ler,  The  Marquis  of  Breadalbjine,  Edinburgh  ; 
Grand  Recorder,  Lindsey  Mac  Kersey,  Edinburgh. 

South  Dakota.— Grand  Commander,  Morris  H,  Kelly,  Aberdeen  ;  Grand 
Recorder,  George  A.  Pettigrew,  Flandreau. 

Tennessee.— Cirand  Commander.  William  Theodore  Hope,  Chattanooga; 
Grand  Recorder,  John  B.  Garrett,  Nashville. 

Texas,     (irand  Commander,  Frederic  M.  Gilbough,  Galveston:    Grand 
Recorder,  J,  C.  Kidd,  Hou.ston. 

Vermont.— Grand   Commander,   Daniel    Payson,    Windsor;   Grand    Re- 
corder, Warren  C.  Reynolds,  Burlington. 

Victoria,   Australia.— Grand  Recorder,  Charles  Chapman,  Melbourne. 

Virginia. — Grand    Commander,   J.   E.  Alexander,    Alexandria;    Grand 
Recorder,  James  B.  B.  Canks,  Petersburg. 

Washington. — (irand  Commander,  John  Lillie,  Port  Townsend  ;  Grand 
Recorder,  Yancey  (/.  Blalock,  Walla  Walla. 

West  Virginia. — Grand  Connnander,  John  K.  F.Steele,  Keystone;  (irand 
Recorder,  R.  C.  Dunnington,  Fairmont. 

Wisconsin.— Grand  Commander,  Giles  Stevens,  Reedsburg;  Grand  Re- 
corder, W.  W.  Perry,  Milwaukee. 

Wyoming.— (f rand    Connnander,   T.   Se<hlon    Taliaferro,    Green    River; 
Grand  Recorder,  Adrian  J.  Parshall,  ("heyenne. 

(irand  Encampment.— (irand  Mnster,  Henry  B.  Stod<lard,  Bryan,  Texas; 
(irand  Recorder,  John  A.  (lerow,  Detroit,  Mich. 
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MASONIC  PERIODICALS. 


Shiboleth Memplii?,  Tenn. 

American  Tyler Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Constellation St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Advocate Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Square  and  Compass New  Orleans,  La. 

Tidings Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Token Portland,  Maine. 

Voice  and  Review Chicago,  111. 

Chronicle Columbus,  Ohio. 

Tennessee  Mason Nashville,  Tenn. 

Trowel Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Standard New  York. 

Illinois  Freemason Bloomington,  111. 

Trestle  Board San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Square  and  Compass Denver,  Col. 

Pacific  Mason Seattle,  Wash. 

Keystone Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mystic  Tie Elkins,  West  Virginia. 

Missouri  Freemason St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Freemason Toronto,  Canada. 

Australian  Freemason Melbourn,  Australia. 

Masonic  News Peoria,  111. 

Masonic  Clironicler Chicago,  111. 

Freemason  and  Fez Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 


Returns  of  Commanderies, 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  27,  1901, 


Including  Officers  for  I902. 


ABERDEEN  COMMANDERY,  No.  17.~Abkrdeen,  Monroe  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  4t!i  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1902. 

E.  S.  Clopton E.  C.  J.  W.  Eckford,  p.  k.  c Treasurer 

William  Kimmell Gen'o.  A.  C.  Ix)ve Recorder 

H.  C.  Hamilton C.  G.  P.  VV.  Lusk St.  Bearer 

F.  P.  Jenkins,  p.  g.  c Prelate.  J.  H.  Murphy Sw.  Bearer 

J.L.  Shell S.  W.  L.  Y.  Niabet Warder 

E.  W.Holmes J.  W.  S.  B.  Holmes C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commandkks. — W.  G.  Svkes,  W.  B.  Halker,  A.  A.  Posev,  W.  H. 
CliflTord,  I.  J.  McDonald. 

Members. — S.  H.  Berg,  J.  A.  Bowen,  J.  M.  Hij^gson,  Joe  Hamm,  W. 
S.  Lindawood,  J.  A.  Mayfield,  Willis  Puckett,  E.  G.  Smith,  E.  L.  Svkes, 
W.  C.  Sykea,  W.  F.  Thomas. 

Admitted. — J.  L.  Shell,  Joe  Hamm. 
Knighted. — H.  C.  Hamilton,  W.  C.  Sykes. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $36.00 


COAHOMA  COMMMANDERY,  No.  22.— Clarksdalb,  Coahoma  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2nd  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1902. 

J.  S.  Brooks E.  C.  J.  H.Johnson Treasurer 

J.  W.  Cutrer Gen*o.  S.  F.  Carr Recorder 

J.  J.  Brooks C.  G.  G.  W.  Butler,  Jr St.  Bearer 

Edward  M.  Fant Prelate.  J.  N.  0.  Shinkle Sw.  Bearer 

E.  E.  McDaniel S.  W.  J.  B.  Chism Warder 

J.  T.  I^ngino J.  W.  W.  E.  Dickey C.  of  Guard 

Members. — R.   B.  Hebdon,   F.  L.   Hope,   W.   G.  James,   Alexander 
McAhee,  W.  C.  Weathersby. 

Knighted. — J.  T.  I^ngino. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $22.00 
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CYRKNK  COMMANDKRY,  No.  9.-  Micuidian,  I.auderdalk  County. 
Re^^ular  Conclaves,  2n(l  Tliursday  in  each  month. 

Oi«FU'KK8    FOK    1902. 

J.  H.  Stalzfue K.  C.     W.  S.  Harris Treasurer 

M.  R.  (irant Gen^o.     R.  E.  Moody,  p.  e.  c Recorder 

F.  E.  Smith C.  G.     M.  M.  Klein St.  Bearer 

1).  B.  Waddell,  p.  k.  c  l*relate.     C.  \V.  ^chamber Sw.  Bearer 

J.  H.  Harris S.  W.     E.  Burckel Warder 

H.  F.  Broach,  Jr J.  W.     A.  J.  Peck C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commandkks.— J.  M.  r'Uchanan,  p.  g.  c,  G.  Smallshaf,  J.  H. 
Wrij^ht,  A.  Harrison,  E.  J.  Martin,  B.  V.  VVliite,  VV.  U.  Howard,  J.  L. 
Spinks. 

MembivKS. —  W.  H.  Armstroiij^,  B.  J.  Allen,  F.  W.  Bross,  W.  E.  Baskin, 

F.  V.  Brahan,   F.  1).  Bradlev,  K.  S.  Bostick,  T.  A.  Baucum,  P.  A.  Broach, 

G.  A.  Baxter,  W.  H.  Cameron,  J.  W.  Collins,  C.  C.  Coffee,  F.  H.  Crane, 
N.  M.  Collins,  B.  J.  Carter,  J.  R.  Dovvdle,  G.  I.  Downes,  C.  H.  Dabbs, 
Josepii  Eaken,  Chas.  Elmire,  P.  M.  Frazell,  S.  .1.  Ferguson,  C.  L.  Gaston, 
C.  S.  Gardiner,  E.  D.  Godfrey,  Jr.,  W.  H.  Gallespy,  H.  T.  Greene,  C.  L. 
Gray,  J.  C.  Hautrh,  Rev.  F.  B.  Ilollowman,  C.  R.  Hoye,  W.  B.  Harberson, 
L.  H.  Hulse,  J.  W.  Hagemeyer,  R.  P.  Hall,  H.  W.  Hoye,  George  HoetHe, 
A.  C.  Hulett,  F.  A  Hulett,  G.  B.  Harper,  J.  T.  I«lehart,  Rev.  J.  E.  Jones, 
W.  N.  Jones,  W.  E.  Jones,  John  Kamper,  E.  B   Keeling,  W.  F.  Kennedy, 

A.  A.  Kincannon.  Rev.  F.  M.  Keen,  J.  A.  Kellv,  P.  J.  Krouse,  T.  B. 
Lamb,  T.  C.  Lyle,  C.  R.  Lewis,  C.  C.  Miller,  Rev.  Irvin  Miller,  C.  W. 
Morgan,  J.  X.  Melton,  P.  L.  Martin,  H.  C.  Majure,  H.  G.  Meyer,  B,  J. 
Morrison,  Joshua  F.  Moore,  Jas.  F.  Moore,  Walter  Meeds.  B.  McClana- 
han,  A.  D.  McRaven,  J.  C.  McClinton,  Hugh  McNeill,  Wm.  McNeill,  J. 
M.  McBeath,  C.  E.  Newcomer,  H.  K.  Noer,  W'  A.  Ray,  C.  M.  Rubush,  W. 

B.  Rogers,  A.  J.  Russell,  J.  K.  Smith,  H.  C.  Smith,  S.  A.  Scruggs,  J.  H. 
Short,  C.  A.  Stovall,  J.  A.  Treadawav,  J.  R.  Tackett,  H.  Tliornton,  J.  B. 
Watts,  T.  L.  Wainwright,  M.  W.  Woodburv,  S.  E.  Wilson,  R.  J.  Wright, 
O.  W.  Wadsworth,  W.  A.  Webster. 

Knkjhted.— H.  F.  Broach,  Jr.,  P.  A.  Broach,  G.  A.  Baxter,  E.  Burckel, 

C.  H.  Dabbs,  W.  H.  (^allaspy.  C.  L.  Grav,  H.  S.  Greene,  George  Hoettle, 
A.C.  Hulett,  F.  A,  Hulett,  G.  B.  Harper.  P.  J.  Krouse,  (\  R.  Lewie, 
Joshua  F.  Moore,  James  F.  Moore,  J.  M.  McBeath,  Hugh  McNeill,  Wm. 
McNeill,  Walter  Meeds. 

DiMiTTED.— C.  S.  Eiistman. 

Died. — T.  R.  Harrison. 

Suspended.— T.  C.  Carter. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $213.00 


DELTA    COMMANDERY,    No.  10.— Greenville,   WASurNOTON  County. 
Regular  Conclave,  2nd  .Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1902. 

E.  N.  Thomas E,  C.  J.  B.  Scruggs Treasurer 

W.  T.  Steger Gen'o.  C.  A.  Kinkead Recorder 

J.  D.  Duncan C.  G.  A.  K.   Burnett St.  Brearer 

Robt.  Somerville Prelate  C.  H.  West Sw.  Bearer 

J.  P.  Bailey S.  W.  A.  B   Nance Warder 

J.  T.  Green J.  W.  E.  L.  Grady C.  oi  Guard 

Past  Grand  Commander. — William  Cross. 


1902  RETURNS  OF  COMMANDERIES.  56 

Mkmbkrs.— S.  Archer,  W.  C.  Boyd,  L.  Bratson,  C.  N.  Bell,  W.  M. 
Burr,  J.  H.  Baker,  W.  S.  Cluck,  J.  H.  Casiip,  T.  F.  Davis,  J.  P.  Finley,  W. 
B.  Faieon,  P.  Greshain,  J.  M.  Hutsell  H.  T.  Irevs,  Jr.,  W.  G.  Jaquess, 
J.  G.  Jones,  W.  H.  McClain,  C.  C.  Moody,  E.  P  Odeneal,  W.  B.  Roberts, 
J.  A.  Richardson.  A.  J.  Rose,  R.  M.  Standiier,  A.  G.  Scott,  W.  R.  Trigg, 
S.  W.  Ferguson. 

Admittkd.— J.  P.  Bailey,  S.  W.  Ferguson,  J.  M.  Hutsell. 

Kniohtkd.— J.  H.  Baker,  VV.  M.  Burr,  J.  D.  Duncan,  J.  T.  Green,  W. 
P.  Gresham,  C.  A.  Kinkead,  C.  C.  Moody,  A.  B.  Nance,  A.  J.  Rose. 

Dues  to  Grand  Comniandery $84.00 


DeMOLAY  COMMANDERY,  No  8.— Columbus,  Lowndes  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1902. 

C.  L.  Lincoln K.  C.     M.  A.Franklin Treasurer 

B.  A.  Weaver Gen*o.    T.  W.  Harris Recorder 

P.  W.  Maer C.  G.     W.  W.  Westmoreland St.  Bearer 

H.  M.  Waddell Prelate.    J.  B.Thames  Sw.  Bearer 

T.  B.  Franklin S.  VV.     J.  W.  Cooper Warder 

C.  C.  Buder J.  W.     D.  S.  McClanahan C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commander. — J.  T.  Harrison,  p.  a.  c. 

Membkks. -J.  S.  Billups,  G.  Y.  Banks,    Willis  Banks,  C.  E.  Boykin, 
L.  Dariscli,  J.  M.  Easton,  J.  W.Gardner,  U.  W.  Hntchins,  J.  R.  Mallory, 

C.  W.  Mills,  E.  S.  Moore,  J.  P.   Martin,  W.  C.  McCiillar,  H.  Osborne,   W. 

D.  Prowell,  A.  J.  Roili^ers,  J.  IL  Stephens,  W.  A.  Stepp,  J.  P.  Stansil,  W. 
H.  Taylor,  Walter  Weans,  W.  E.  Warring,  E.  B.  Wilmot. 

Admitted. — A.  J.  Rodgers. 

Knighted. — J.  W.  Cooper,  P.  W.  Maer,  W.  A.   Stepp,  J.  B.  Thames, 
W.  W.  Weaver. 

DiMiTTED.— Charles  G.  McGee. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery S61.00 


GREENWOOD  COMMANDERY,  U.  D.— Greenwood,   Leflore  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2nd  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1902. 

N.  E.  Whitehead E.  C.    T.  W.  Smith C.  G. 

Walter  Tackett Gen'o.     C.Dunn Recorder. 

Members.— W.  S.  Barry,  C.  C.  Crockett,  S.  L.  Gwinn,  J.   W.   Greer, 

D.  S.  Humphreys,  W.  T.  Johnson,  E.  E.  Kerah,  H.  G.  Kitchell,  D.  M. 
McGehee,  E.  R.  McShane,  Gid  Montjov,  Jr.,  S.  L.  Heves,  W.  H.  Stevens, 
G.  B.  Stewart,  C.  A.  Spencer,  VV.  S.  Vardaman,  W.  S.  Wingfield,  B.  T. 
Sayer. 

Admitted. — W.  T.  Johnson.  B.  T.  Sayer,  N.  E.  Whitehead. 

Knighted. — W.  S.  Barry.    C.  W.  Crockett,  C.  Dunn,  S.  L.  Gwinn,  J. 
W.Greer,  D.  S.  Humphreys,  E.  E.  Kersh,  H.G.  Kitchell,  D.  M.  McGehee, 

E.  R.  McShane,  Gid  Montjoy,  Jr.,  S.  L.  Rieves,  W.  H.  Stevens,  G.  B. 
Stewart,  C.  S.  Spencer,  VV.  S.  Vardaman,  W.  S.  Wingfield. 

Dues  to  the  Grand  Commandery $85.00 
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HATTIESBURG  COMMANDERY,  No.  21— Hattiesburg,  Perry  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Monday  night  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1902. 

J.  P.  Carter E.  C.     W.  A.  Dozier Treasurer 

A.  A.  Montague Gen'o.    J.  W.  Montague...; Recorder 

W.  M.  Conner C.  G.    T.  L.  Montague St.  Bearer 

S.  E.  Travis Prelate.     H.  C.  Greer Sw.  Bearer 

S.  J.  Pettigrew S.  W.    T.  M.  Ferguson Warder 

W.  R.  McDonald J.  W.     R.  S.  Ellis C.  of  Guard 

Members. — H.  E.  Allen,  T.  M.  Curtis,  S.  E.  Cowan,  O.  W.  Conner,  A. 
E.  Carmichael,  R.  S.  Cottongin,  S.  K.  Eaton,  E.  M.  Ellis,  M.  Dunn,  H. 
H.  Folk,  D.  M.  Gatlin,'  S.  T.  Garraway,  E.  L.  Gilliam,  B.  F.  Jones,  A.  C. 
Lovell,  John  McDuffy,  John  M.  Mclnnis,  A.  H.  McSwain,  H.  M.  McCal- 
luin,  J.  G.  Napier,  T.  E.  Ross,  C.  L.  Rice,  C.  Z.  Stevens,  E.  W.  Toomer, 
J.  E.  Taylor,  J.  F.  Wilder. 

Knighted.— C.  L.  Rice. 

DiMiTTED. — P.  E.  Blaylock. 

Disfranchised.— J.  A.  Beaumont,  J.  T.  Grant. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery 143.00 


HOLLY  SPRINGS  COMMANDERY,  No.  4.— Holly  Springs,  Marshall 

County, 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Monday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1902. 

N.  G.  Augustus,  p.  K.  c E.  C.    J.  G.  Leach Treasurer 

S.  D.  Hamilton Gen'o.    L.  B.  Mosby,  p.  b.  c Recorder 

M.  H.  Leach C.  G.    J.  P.  Cherry St.  Bearer 

G.  C.  Myers,  p.  e.  c Prelate.     R.  A.  McWilliams Sw.  Bearer 

T.  L.  Bennett S.  W.    J.  W.  Stephenson Warder 

W.  B.  Bradberry,  p.  e.  c J.  W.    J.  P.  Alvis, C.  of  Guard 

Members.— H.  D.  Campbell,  W.  S.  Hill,  J.  R.  Horton,  B.  T.  Kim- 
brough,  B.  F.  Popham,  J.  S.  Wilson. 

Admitted. — N.  G.  Augustus,  p.  e.  c. 

Knighted. — T.  L.  Bennett. 

Suspended. — J.  P.  Alvis,  J.  P.  Cherry. 

Died. — J.  H.  Athey. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $23.00 


IVANHOE  COMMANDERY,  No.  10.— Okolona,  Chickasaw  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  1st  and  3rd  Thursdays  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1902. 

Wm.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.  g.  c E.  C.  Thos.  Wesley  Williams.. .Treasurer 

G.  A.Russell Gen'o.  Frank  Burkitt Recorder 

Thomas  M.  Walton C.  G.  Lovic  P.  Haley St.  Bearer 

James  A.  Leach Prelate.  Ward  Dawson Sw.  Bearer 

John  M.  Davis S.  W.  W.  L  Harrell Warder 

Frank  M.  Elliott J.  W.  Thos.  R.  Schrimsher C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commanders. — Phineas  M.  Savery,  g.  c.  a  p.  q.  c;  Edward  M. 
Walker,  p.  c;  John  S.  Cobb,  p.  c.  a  p.  g.  c;  William  M.  Buchanan,  p.  c. 
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Mbmbbbs. — Geo.  W.  Anglin,  Jerry  L.  Arnold,  Breck  S.  Allen,  Wil- 
liam L.  Burnett,  Clarence  W.  Bolton,  William  A.  Canty,  Newman 
Cayee,  R.  W.  Ciiandler,  George  G.  Dillard,  J.  M.  Dodd,  Jesse  T.  Davis, 
Charles  B.  Evans,  B.  B.  Fitzpatrick,  William  I).  Frazee,  J.  T.  Garrett, 
William  H.  Griffin,  James  Gordon,  E.  J.  Hall,  Zack  T.  Harper,  John  T. 
Harris,  George  S.  Henderson,  Jack  F.  Hodges,  Charles  B.  Hood,  Henry 
R.  Hodges,  J.  Frank  Harrell,  Alex.  W.  Johnson,  Van  C.  Kincannon, 
Thomas  J.  Keeney,  B.  M.  McCullough,  L.  B.  McCuUough,  William  C. 
Peeler,  Joe  R.  Price,  Louis  S.  Pitts,  J.  Quil  Bobbins,  John  M.  Reed, 
William  J.  Stockett,  Jerry  Seale,  Robert  M.  Sadler,  John  D.  Smith,  James 
M.  Trice,  Robert  L.  Thomas,  William  S.  Thompson,  J.  Rice  Williams, 
Thomas  A.  Williams,  Thomas  H.  Williams,  William  X.  Wilson. 

Knighted.— Ward  Dawson,  Lovic  P.  Haley,  J.  Frank  Harrell,  Rev. 
James  A.  Leech,  John  D.  Smith,  J.  Rice  Williams,  Thomas  A.  Williams, 
Thomas  H.  Williams. 

DiMiTTED. — HoseaB.  Abernathy,  Nick  G.  Augustus,  Henry  L.  House- 
man, D.  D.  Richards. 

Died.— William  J.  Curtis,  D.  H.  Goff. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $103.86 


LEXINGTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  3.— Lexington,  Holmes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1902. 

R.  A.  stitzler,  p.  b.  c E.  C.     P.  A.  Lindholm Treasurer 

W.  P.  Tackett,  p.  k.  c Gen'o.     C.  C.  Swinney Recorder 

T.  W.  Smith,  p.  k.  c C.  G.     C.  C  Pahlen St.  Bearer 

W.  L.  Jordan Prelate.     E.  W.  Jordan Sw.  Bearer 

J.  W.  McBee S.  W.     GCis  Loftstrom Warder 

S.  M.Smith J.  W.    T.J.  Jordan C*  of  Guard 

Past  Commander.- Cass  Oltenburg, 

Members. — E.  V.  Ashley,  R.  H.  Baker,  S.  D.  Bailey,  John  Belford, 
J.  T.  Buck,  R.  0.  Brown,  J.  B.  Cunningham,  C.  S.  Drake,  J.  H.  Fuqua, 
D.  H.  Hobbs,  H.  S.  Hooker,  J.  W.  Jordan,  Mark  Love,  E.  F.  Noel,  Ike 
Pickens,  B.  C.  Stitzler,  J.  E.  Stantteld,  J.  H.  Watson,  T.  J.  Wyatt. 

Knighted. — J.  B.  Cunningham,  J.  E.  Dodd,  C.  S.Drake,  D.  H.  Hobbs, 
Mark  Love,  Ike  B.  Pickens,  T.  J.  Wyatt. 

Suspended. — N.  E.  Whitehead. 

Reinstated. — N.  E.  Whitehead. 

Dimitted. — W.  T.  Johnson,  N.  E.  Whitehead. 

Expelled. — J.  E.  Dodd. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $67.00 


MACON  COMMANDERY,  U.  D.— Macon,  Noxubee  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1902. 

W.  K.  Scales E.  C.     E.  H.  NofTsinger C.  G 

T.J.  Evans Gen'o.     J.  O.  Faser Recorder 

Members. — W.  F.  Allen,  L.  C.  Cline,  G,  W.  Cunningham,  M.  W.  Er- 
vin,  W.  C.  Grace,  J.  W.  Holbrook,  G.  T.  Heard,  W.  B.  Patty,  Elliott 
Parker,  W.  E.  Stokes,  J.  H.  Wright,  T.  J.  Wilkins,  Jr. 
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Admittkd.-W.  B.  Patty.  T.  J.  Wilkins,  Jr.,  M.  M.  Warren,  W.  F. 
Scales,  T.  J.  Evans;  E.  H.  Noffsinger,  J.  O.  Faser,  J.  W.   Holbrook. 

Knightbd.~M.  W.  Ervin,  VV.  E.  Stokes,  J.  H.  Wright,  G.  W.  (^un- 
ningliam,  G.  T.  Heard,  Elliott  Parker,  I..  C.  Cline,  W.  C.  Grace,  W.  F. 
Alien. 

Died.— M.  M.  Warren. 

Dues  to  the  Grand  Commandery , $45.00 


MAGNOLIA  COMMANDERY,  No.  2.- Vicksburg,  Warren  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1902. 

Edward  M.  Moore,  p.  e.  c E.  C.     Henry  W.  Bowen Treasurer 

George  B.  Hackett Gen'o.     Alexander  M.  Paxton Recorder 

Albert  G.  Cassell 0.  G.     James  W.  Mann  St.  Bearer 

William  O.  Menger Prelate.     Albert  A.  Arnold Sw.  Bearer 

James  K.  Moore,  p.  e.  c S.  W.     John  C.  Bryson ...Warder 

Robert  B.  Chapman J.  W.     Jolin  W.  Parkhurst C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commanders.— Frederic  Speed,  p.  «.  c,  John  W.  Powell,  p.  e. 
c,  John  D.  Miles,  p.  k.  c,  James  J.  Hayes,  p.  g.  c,  Edward  C.  Carroll,  p. 
K.  c,  William  G.  Kiger,  p.  e.  c. 

Members. — Charles  K.  Armstrong,  Janies  B.  Anderson,  Emile  Bo- 
nelli,  Richard  K.  Boney,  James  H.  Britton,  Daniel  M.  Chichester,  Sam- 
uel Childress,  Henry  A.  Carrington,  William  ('urphey,  Marye  Dabney, 
Henry  P.  Davis,  Charles  H.  Fife,  Conway  C.  Flowerree,  Benj.  VV.  Grif- 
fith, Charles  E,  Gore,  George  C.  Harris,  Patrick  Henry,  Andrew  J. 
Hood,  Spencer  S.  Hudson,  Albert  L.  Jaquith,  George  M.  Klein,  William 

B.  Klein,  William  W.  Lord,  James  J.  Lum,  William  J.  McKee,  Chester 
R.  McFarland,  William    Murray,  Charles  Pare,    Miller  R.  Payne,  John 

C.  Prichett,  Albert  G.  Russell,  William  Robb,  Murray  F.  Smith,  Wil- 
liam J.  Smith,  John  D.  Smith,  John  T.  Wells,  James  C.  White,  Albert 
L.  Williams,  Charles  G.  Wright,  James  H.  Woodruff. 

Knighted.— James  H.  Britton,  Daniel  M.  Chicester,  William  M. 
Robb. 

Reinstated. — George  M.  Klein. 

Dimitted.—  George  R.  Trafford. 

Died. — Albert  M.  Lea. 

Disfranchised. — William  M.  Chamberlin,  John  R.  White. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $73.00 


MARY  SAVERY  COMxMANDERY,  No.  14. -Corinth,  Alcorn  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Kriday  of  each  month. 
Officers  for  1902. 

Traverse  A.  Read E.  C.  James  P.  Collier,  p.  e.  c. .Treasurer 

James  R.  P.  Cameron (len'o.     John  W.  McAnulty Recorder 

John  H.  Collier C.  (4.     Jocob  W.  Giddens St.  Bearer 

Wain  W.  Fitzgerald Prelate.     Homer  E.  W^alker Sw.  Bearer 

Russell  Mc  Weaver S.  W.     Morris  B.  Abl)ey Warder 

Clarence  W.  MeCord J.  W.    George  H.  Beemer C.  of  Guard 
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i\I KM BBRS.— Hubert  E.  BlaUeslee,  James  M.  Dickey,  John  B.  Davis, 
Gi»or)?e  F.  Ferris,  James  R.  Hutt*,  Mark  Kershaw,  William  J.  Lamb, 
Robert  K.  Nisbet,  Levi  M.  Piiiliips,  Morgan  D.  Ross,  Henry  S.  Sprag- 
nins,  Charles  M.  Taylor,  Edward  W.  Walton,  Ernest  F.  Waits,  James 
W.  Zachery. 

Kniohtkd.  -George  F.  Ferris,  Henry  S.  Spraggins,  Russell  Mc Weaver. 

DiMiTTEi).— James  W\  Gilbert. 

Dues  to  Gran<l  Commandery $42.00 


MLSSISSHM'I  COMMANDERY,  No.  1.— Jackson,  Hinds  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2nd  Monday  of  each  montlj. 

OFFirKllH   FOK   1902. 

M.  Whitehead E.  C.  H.  M.  Taylor Treasurer 

W.  W.  Lake Cien'o.  W.  J.  Brown,  Jr.,  p.  k.  c Recorder 

W.  F.  Wihox C.  G.  J.J.  WMiite,  p.  e.  c St   Bearer 

J.  A.   Webb,  p.  E.  c Prelate.  R.  H.  Henry,  p.  k.  c Sw.  Bearer 

W.  li.  Taylor,  p.  e.  c 8.  W.  D.  E.  Adkisson,  p.  k.  c Warder 

Nolan  Stewart,  p.  k.  c J.  W.  George  F.  Swann C.  of  Guard 

Vast  Commanpkks. — R.  F.  McGill,  George  IxMiion,  A.  G.  Lewis,  J.  A. 
B.  Jones,  p'  a.  c,  J.  W.  Power. 

Mkmbkrh.— L.  H.  Applegate,  Robert  Bradley,  J.  J.  B.  Berry,  H.E.  A. 
Bourgears,  A.  J.  (3hapmun,  W.J.  Ferguson,  Richard  Grittith,  George 
T.  Gracev,  J.  M.  Hartfiehl  W.  W.  Morrison,  W.S.  Pittman,  A.  B.Quinn, 
R.  V.  Rachford,  J.  F.  Robinson,  J.  M.  Stringlev,  E.  B.  Tabar,  G.  V. 
Toms,   H.  L.  Whitfield. 

Knkuitkd. — W.  W.  Morrison,  H.  L,  Whitfield.  These  were  knighted 
in  1900  and  their  names  inadvertantly  omitted  from  the  roll. 

Died. — J.  L.  Power,  p.  e.  c,  B.  C.  Lemley,  James  M.  McKee. 

Dues  to  (4rand  Commandery $47.00 


ROSALIE  COMMANDERY,  No.  5— Natchez,  Adams  CouxVty. 
Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Tliursday  of  each  month,  from  November  to  May. 

Officeks  for  1902. 

William  C.  Hathcox E.  C.     George  W.  Koontz Treasurer 

i^ouis  A.  Benoist Gen'o.     Charles  F.  Merrick Recorder 

William  L.  Wells C.  G.     Walter  Rutherford St.  Bearer 

E.  (n'orge  Del^ap,  p.  «.  c Prelate.     Thomas  J.  Murden Sw.  Bearer 

WMUiam  Stietenroth S.  W.     John  A.  Dicks,  p.  k.  c Warder 

Edmund  Sadler J.  W.    Charles  M.  Sawyer C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commanders. — William  G.  Ben  brook,  p.  g.  c,  Charles  T. 
Chamberlain,  Gus.  J.  Bahin,  Frank  S.  Shaw,  J.  Foggo  Dixon,  Melchoir 
Beltzhoover,  William  B.  Irvine,  James  C.  French,  p.  g.  c. 

Members. — T.  Jeff  Adams,  Samuel  D.  Baker,  J.  Oscar  Baily,  George 
M.  Brown,  James  A.  Clinton,  Lemuel  P.  (/onner,  William  O.  Dobyns,  I^. 
C.  DuCote,  James  S.  Fleming,  James  S.  Guy  nor,  Edmund  B.  Geddes, 
Samuel  P.  Hornsby,  William  H.  Jewell,  William  J.  Kaiser,  Rufus  F. 
Learned,  Louis  R.  Martin,  Stephen  D.  McNair,  T.  Quitman  Munce, 
Patrick  J.  McCormick,  Seaborn  McDowell,  R.  Lee  Parker,  George  B. 
Power,  Hazen  Stedman,  Benj.  D.  Watkins,  Jeff  Truly,  Henry  C.  Turley. 

Knhhitkd. — J.  Oscar  Bailey,  Thomas  J.  Murden,  E<lmund  Sadler, 
Henry  0.  Turley. 

Disfranchised. — Henry  L.  Klapp. 

Dues  to  Grand  Coramanderv $66.00 
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ST.  CYR  COMMANDERY  No.  6.— Watkb  Valley,  Yalobusha  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Offickks  for  1902. 

G.  D.  Brown,  p.  e.  c E.  C.  J.  N.  Rose Treasurer 

G.  J.  Robertson (ien'o.  C.  E.  Rouiberger  p.  e.  c Recorder 

S.  B.  Brown,  p.  e.  c C.  (i.  T.  F.  Trainor St.  Bearer 

F.  M.  McCarthy Prelate.  A.  Kennedy Sw.  Bearer 

D.  H.  Halliwell S.  W.  Win.  James,  p.  k.  c Warder 

R.  W.  Heliums J.  W.  J.  K.  Fnlson,  v.u.c C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commanders. — H.  M.  Romberger,  v.  g.  c,  Joel  Croom,  Wm.  H. 
Price. 

Members. — W.  H.  Askew,  W.  J.  Aldridge,  J.  V.  Blackmer,  W.  C. 
Blount,  T.  J.  Binford,  D.  L.  Boon,  A.  H.  Bays,  C.  H.  Campbell,  E.  F. 
Crisp,  R.  F.  Cathey,  W.  H.  Cook,  S.  R.  Cain,  Paul  Clanton,  L.  W.  Dekle, 
J.  E.  DeLoach,  F.  B.  DeShow,  E.  Demston,  J.  E.  Daniels,  H.  A.  English, 
B.  B.  Ford,  H.  Gibbons,  J.  T.  Goodwin,  A.  C.  Green,  A.  P.  Gemthrop,  J. 
D.  Haile,  J.  S.  Hudson,  O.  H.  Haws,  M.  W.  Jackson,  J.  S.  Kettle,  J.  L. 
Kirby,  R.  C.  Leland,  H.  W.  Latimer,  J.  M.  Leverette,  J.  W.  Lee,  B.  T. 
Markett,  A.  W.  McDonald,  John  R.  Moore,  A.  C.  Martin,  F.  E.  Mills,  M. 
A.  Montgomery,  R.  N.  Owens,  M.  J.  Peters,  J.  B.  Rogers,  W.  R.  Ruflin, 
J.  E.  Rovira,  B.  R.  Scott,  A.  T.  Smith.  W.  F.  Sheffner,  F.  H.  Smith,  T.  U. 
Sisson,  J.  L.  Sisk,  J.  B.  Talbert,  B.  F.  Thomas,  B.  A.  Talbert,  W.  B. 
Vankirk,  F.  W.  Weatherlv,  W  C.  Winter,  Jno.  Wright,  W.  O.  Wood,  T. 
H.  Wilson,  D.  D.  Wilkins',  Wm.  Ward,  Homer  Weir,  J.  H.  Wagner. 

Knighted. — W.  J.  Aldridge,  A.  P.  Gemthrop,  O.  H.  Haws,  J.  M. 
Leverette,  J.  W.  Lee,  F.  M.  McCarthy,  M.  A.  Montgomery,  J.  L.  Sisk, 
John  H.  Wagner. 

DiMiTTED. — H.  A.  Gant,  F.  L.  Hope,  F.  B.  Herron,  J.  H.  Johnson,  J. 
W.  McCorkle. 

Died. -J.  li.  Pate,  T.  H.  Walker. 

Disfranchised. — I.  T.  Blount,  K.  W.  Hartwell,  W.  H.  Latimer,  A.  A. 
Martin;  W.  E.  Moring,  D.  C.  Powell,  H.  Spearman,  W.  L.  Waldron. 

Dues  to  Grand  Comman<lery $123.00 


St.  ELMO  COMMANDERY,  No.  18.  -Brookhaven,  Lincoln  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2nd  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1902. 

John  E.  Seavey,  p.  e.  c E.  C.     E.  McCormick,  p.  e.  c Treasurer 

W.  F.  Parsons Gen'o.    J.  B.  Daughtry Recorder 

W.  C.  McCormick C.  G.     R.  C.   Applewhite St.  Bearer 

W.  H.  Seavey Prelate.     A.  E.  Moreten Sw.  Bearer 

C.  E.  Grafton S.  W.    J.  D.  Cull Warder 

R.J.  Boone J.  W.    Z.  P.Jones C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commanders.— G.  C.  Hoskins,  John  M.  Maynor. 

Members. — A.  fL  Addison,  C.  E.  Batley,  L.  O.  Bridewell,  Jacob  W^ 
Boone,  G.  D.  Ballard,  L  V.  Bowman,  J.  1).  Bachelder,  Jr.,  E.  N.  Cun- 
ningham, Charles  L.  Carroll,  Charles  E.  Dunbar,  Z.  D.  Davis,  E.  H. 
Eusterling,  D.  D.  Ewing,  J.  W.  Elliott,  I).  L.  Easterling,  F.  H.  Fellman, 
Nick  Greener,  Charles  F.  Heuck,  S.  W.  Hoskins,  J.  A.  Hudgins,  F.  M. 
I./ee,  W.  L.  McCormick,  J.  Arch  McCormick,  Henry  Maynor,  Hugh  Mc- 
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Colgan,  E.  M.  Mayaon,  H.  F.  Milliken,  Felix  May,  H.  E.  Magee,  L.  W. 
McDaiiiel,  I.  L.  Parsons,  M.  Ryala,  Nat  Robertson,  W.  R.  Simmons,  G. 
G.  Shackelford,  H.  A.  Tibbs,  Samuel  Wilkinson,  H.  Winborne,  J.  O. 
Watkins,  C.  M.  Waterman,  V.  B.  Watts,  Jr.,  Ben  A.  Williams. 

Admitted.— F.  H.  Fellows,  W.  W.  Robertson. 

Knighted. — R.  C.  Applewhite,  R.  J.  Boone,  Benj.  A.  Williams. 

DiMiTTED.— D.  Currie,  C.  H.  Trotter. 

Disfranchised.— Charles  A.  May  nor,  Henry  Meyer,  J.  B.  Tarsney. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery S71.00 


THE  COAST  COMMANDERY,  No.  19.  -Biloxi,  Hariuson   Cuuntv. 
Regular  Conclaves,  3r(l  Thursday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1902. 

Thomas  H.  Gleason,  p.  e.  c E.  C.  Lazarus  Lopez Treasurer 

James  J.  Lemon Gen'o.  Henry  J.  Meant Recorder 

E.  E.  Clement,  p.  e.  c C.  G.  John  Carraway St.  Bearer 

Thomas  H.  Gravson  Prelate.  'I'heodore  P.  Dulion  Sw.  Uearer 

John  C.  Bradford S.  W.  William  K.  M.  Dukate Warder 

Lewis  R,  Bowen J.  W.  Richard  B.  Harrison C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commander. — H.  T.  Howard,  p.  g.  c. 

Members. — Walter  T.  Bolton,  Ernest  L.  Doyle,  William  Gorenflo, 
Josepli  B.  Garrard,  Nathan  C.  Hill,  Charles  D.  Lancaster,  PMward  W. 
Morrill,  James  H.  Neville,  Colins  Plielps,  Joseph  W.  Swetman,  Walter 
A.  White,  Charles  W.  Wachenfeld,  Thomas  H.  Warren,  Thomas  J. 
Roselle. 

Died. — G.  Edmond  Park. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commanderv $27.00 


WEST    POINT   COMMANDERY,  No.    20.-Wkst   Point,  Clay  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Monday  night  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1902. 

R.  D.  Weir E.  C.  C.  W.  Gibson Treasurer 

L.  P.  Leland Gen'o.  Kd  Joiner Recorder 

R.  R.  Ellis C.  G.  H.  A.  Dugan St.  Bearer 

R.  C.  Gibson Prelate.  J.  R.  Brinder Sw.  Bearer 

A.  N.  Eshman S.  W.  C.  S.  Joiner Warder 

Arthur  Dugan  J.  W.  B.  Y.Rhodes C.  of  Guard 

Members. — O.  C.  Brothers,  Jr.,  W.  L.  Barham,  J.  E.  Blythe,  H.  C. 
Barksdale,  F.  A.  Critz,  J.  R.  Campbell,  M.  W.  Chapman,  w!  R.  Dillard, 
T.  C.  Exum,  Jr.,  A.  J.  Evans,  A.  F.  Fox,  C.  L.  Foster,  J.  W.  Gibson,  V. 
S.  Hulbert,  F.  G.  Hawkins,  J.  W.  Heard,  H.  A.  Hayse,  J.  C.  Hurbert, 
William  Johnson,  J.  E.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Kevs,  H.  A.  Linburger,  Robert 
McCreath,  J.  S.  Moore,  W.  S.  Rhvne,  R.  M.  Trotter,  J.  H.  Turbeville,  J. 
J.  Stevens,  B.  W.  Stewart,  S.  M.  Roane,  S.  E.  F.  Rose,  W.  L.  West. 

Knighted.— A.  J.  Evans,  H.  C.  Barksdale,  J.  W.  Gibson,  M.  M. 
Warren,  T.  J.  Wilkins.  W.  B.  Patty.  J.  A.  Faser,  W.  F.  Scales,  E.  H. 
Noffsinger,  T.  J.  Evans,  J.  C.  Hurbert,  J.  S.  Moore. 

Dimitted.— W.  F.  Scales,  E.  IL  NotFsinger,  W.  B.  Patty,  J.  O.  Faser, 
M.  M.  Warren,  T.  J.  Wilkins,  T.  J.  Evans,  J.  A.  Hill,  S.  L.  Hearn,  S.  L. 
Wood,  W.  M.  McEntosh. 

Disfranchised.— H.  L.  Joiner,  J.  P.  Kennedy. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery :F104.00 
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YAZOO  COMMANDERY,  No.  23.— Yazoo  City,  Yazoo  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1902. 

M.  L.  Stigler E.  C.    C.  liivingston Treasurer 

A.  B.  Kelly Gen'o.     S.  8.  Shipp Recorder 

J.  C.  Hollingsworth C.  (1.     J.  S.  Perrin St.  Bearer 

Lee  Bovd Prelate.     W.  G.  Deles Sw.  Bearer 

P.  B.  Powell S.  W.     Robert  Torrv Warder 

F.  H.  Blundell J.  W.     A.  M.  Holmes  C.  of  Guard 

Mkmbbks. — B.   K.   Bell,  J.  A.  Crisler,   Horten   Frizell,   A.  M.  Hicks, 
J.  8.  Hord,  W.  B.  Lewis,  VV.  I).  Pugh,  J.  8.  Williams. 

Knighted. — Hortoii  Frizell,  W.  D.  Pugii,  J.  8.  Williams. 

Died.— J.  C.  Henderson. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commanderv f.Vi.OO 


REPORT  ON 


rRATERHAL  CORRE^PONPEHCE. 


To  THE  Gkand  Commandkky  op  Mississippi  : 


H  E  undersigned  submits,  in  what  follows,  his  report  on  Corre- 
spondence which  he  trusts  will  meet  with  that  measure  of 
appreciation  and  approval  at  your  hands  as  its  distinguished 

merit  and  excellence  would  seem  to  warrant. 
We  have  received  the  following  pamphlets : 


Arizona 1900 

Alabama 1901 

Connecticut 1901 

Canada 1900 

California 1901 

District  of  Columbia 1901 

Florida 1901 

Indiana 1901 

Illinois 1901 

Kansas .....1901 

Kentucky 1901 

Louisiana 1901 

Michigan 1901 

Missouri 1901 

Minnesota 1901 

Maine 1901 

Maryland "...1900 


Massachusets  and  Rhode  Isrd..1901 

New  Jersey 1901 

New  York 1901 

North  Carolina 1901 

New  Hampshire 1900 

Nebraska 1901 

Ohio 1900 

Ohio 1901 

Oklahoma 1901 

Pennsylvania 1901 

South  Dakota 1901 

Tennessee   1901 

Texas 1901 

Vermont 1901 

West  Virginia 1901 

Wyoming 1901 

Wisconsin 1901 


ARIZONA— 1900. 

The  Eighth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Phoenix,  November  14th. 
Present:  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Geo.  Sands,  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  Geo.  J. 
Roskruge,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand  OflScers,  four  Past  Grand 
Commanders,  thirteen  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  three 
Subordinate  CommanderieR. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  very  short  and  confined  to 
matters  of  local  interest.    He  reports  the  Order  in  good  shape,  made  no 
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decisions  and  issued  no  dispensations.  In  his  conclusion  he  commends 
hem  all  "  to  the  kind  care  of  Him  we. profess  to  follow."  It  is  proper  to 
remark  right  here  that  ** profemon^*  is  about  all  there  is  of  it,  both  in  the 
Order  of  the  Temple  and  in  the  Churches.  The  Grand  Recorder  reports 
collections  $411,  and  expenses  of  $571,  leaving  a  balance  on  the  wrong 
side,  of  $150,  in  round  numbers.  Among  the  expense  items  was  $100  for 
Galveston  relief  and  $240  for  six  Past  Grand  Commander's  jewels. 

Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  on  hand  from  last  year  of  $1,028 ; 
income  $451,  and  a  balance  in  hand  over  all  of  $909.58,  which  makes 
everything  serene.  We  look  in  vain,  however,  for  the  item  recording 
the  payment  of  any  tijing  to  our  friend  Belden  for  his  really  good  reports 
on  correspondence — which  is  a  shame.  Total  membership  191 — again 
of  24. 

Correspondence  Report  covers  sixty- three  pages,  reviews  the  pro- 
ceedings of  most  of  the  Templar  legislatures,  contains  lots  of  information 
and  is  the  work  of  our  good  Brother  Belden. 

Under  Georgia  and  commenting  on  the  remarkable  deliverances  of 
the  Grand  Commander  of  that  bailiwick  on  the  inutility  and  general 
worthlessness  of  these  reports,  he  has  the  following  exceedingly  sensible 
remarks  to  make: 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  the  writer  of  such  an  otherwise  ad- 
mirable address  could  go  so  far  astray  as  to  attempt  to  base  an  argument 
for  the  contraction  of  these  reports  upon  this  prediction  made  in  1860,  of 
which  he  further  says :  "  Those  who  will  take  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Correspondence,  since  1871,  when  the  first  one  was 
made,  will  see  how  well  he  prophesied." 

We  do  not  happen  to  have  the  reports  of  all  the  years  back  to  1871, 
but  we  will  commence  with  the  reports  of  the  past  eight  years  made  by 
v.*.  E.*.  Sir  Knight  Roland  B.  Hall.  Where  is  the  "monstrous  evil" 
which  we  are  to  see  so  "well  prophesied?"  Where  are  the  sentences 
"  unjust  in  substance,  unkind  in  tone,  and  unmasonic  in  temper?"  And 
if  Brotiicr  Brown  shall  say  that  he  did  not  refer  to  the  reports  of  Georgia 
so  much  as  to  tliose  of  other  committees,  we  again  must  take  exception 
and  ask  for  a  few  particulars. 

Correspondence  Reports  may  not  be  necessary  ;  they  may  be  a  luxury 
that  Georgia  should  not  afford  ;  but  the  discussion  of  that  question  need 
not  include  an  attempt  to  belittle  and  besmirch  the  literary  efforts  of  a  set 
of  men  who  have  been  willing  to  devote  several  weeks  of  the  year  to  the 
close  study  of  the  affairs  of  our  illustrious  and  magnanimous  Order  to 
properly  fit  themselves  to  review  the  same.  Those  reports  are  very 
generally  conceded  to  be  a  series  of  reviews  that  rank  high  among  con- 
troversial papers  for  their  dignity,  erudition,  pleasantry  and  acuteness. 
Let  it  be  remembered,  in  this  connection,  that  this  is  largely  a  labor  of 
love,  for,  while  a  few  receive  fair  pay  for  the  time  employed,  many  of  the 
Correspondents  perform  this  service  without  the  hope  of  any  pecuniary 
fee  or  reward. 

We  beg  to  suggest  to  Brother  Belden  that  it  is  not  impossible  that 
Grand  Commander  Brown  does  not  know  the  war  is  over  and  that  he  is 
still  voting  for  Andrew  Jackson  for  president. 

Under  Maryland  we  find  these  in  regard  to  the  Dependent  Member- 
ship law: 

Many  times  during  our  Masonic  career  we  have  been  compelled  to 
cast  a  vote  against  a  proposition  to  remit  all  dues  of  members  who  had 
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paid  regularly  for  a  certain  long  period,  say  twenty-five  years.  We 
wanted  to  vote  for  it;  we  thought  that  the  brother  who  had  loyally  given 
a  share  of  his  earnings  during  the  years  when  he  was  able  to  work  should 
not  be  called  upon  to  give  of  the  savings  put  aside  for  liis  old  age,  when 
he  could  earn  nothing  more;  but  there  must  be  no  class  legislation  in 
Masonry,  and  we,  for  that  reason,  could  not  let  our  sentiment  control 
our  vote.  In  every  discussion  over  this  proposal  we  believe  this  same 
sentiment  has  been  expressed  and  the  same  conclusion  was  reached. 
The  remission  could  not  be  made  for  a  class,  but  it  was  and  often  is  done 
for  the  individual. 

Now,  if  we  could  not  do  that  for  a  deserving  class,  how  can  we  do  it 
for  a  class  whose  only  merit  (?)  is  that  they  have  done  less  for  our  great 
Fraternity  than  the  rest  of  us. 

We  regret  our  inability  to  concur  in  the  first  paragraph  and  decide 
that  his  point  is  not  well  taken.    The  second  and  last  is  all  right. 

Brother  Belden's  attention  to  Mississippi  at  Meridian,  is  very  full, 
fraternal  and  courteous.  He  denominates  the  report  of  the  Law  Com- 
mittee, "  spicy  "  and  takes  issue  with  its  findings  and  drift.  He  charact- 
erizes Brother  Waddell's  sermon  as  a  ^*  touching  disc6urse, "  and  calls  us 
an  '*  erratic  critic. ''    He  then  clips  a  part  of  our  doxology  and  remarks : 

Was  you  ever  kilocked  down  and  tramped  on,  and,  upon  getting  up, 
mad,  sore,  soiled  and  ready  to  thrash  the  cause  of  all  your  woes,  observe 
a  gentlemen,  with  hat  in  hand,  politely  saluting  you  and  asking  your 
pardon  for  liis  unintentional  clumsiness?  What  did  you  do  ?  Yes,  and 
that  is  what  we  must  do. 

Did  you  ever  read  Dr.  Holmes'  description  of  the  class  in  punning? 
One  of  the  incidents  is  of  the  scholar  who  was  at  the  foot  of  the  class,  and 
some  question  having  been  passed  down  through  the  whole  class,  he 
guessed  the  answer  correctly.  **Go  up  head,  Jocelyn,"  said  the  teacher. 
The  pupil  fell  over  one  scholar,  upset  another,  tipped  up  the  next,  and, 
having  routed  the  whole  class,  fetched  up  as  ordered,  at  the  head. 
Upon  being  remonstrated  with  for  his  manner  of  advancing,  nays :  **  I  did 
as  I  was  told. "  "  How  was  that?  "  the  teacher  asks.  He  replies :  "  You 
said.  Go  up  head,  Jocelyn,  ( jostling.)  "  We  are  reminded  of  this  story 
when  we  observe  the  swath  Brother  DeLap  makes  as  he  rushes  over  this 
field. 

If  we  have,  unfortunately,  knocked  Brother  Chas.  over  and  trampled 
on  him,  we  are  sorry,  didn't  mean  to,  etc.,  besides  he  ought  to  have  kept 
out  of  the  wav. 

We  take  pleasure  in  repeating, "  without  repetition,  "  that  the  report 
is  a  good  one  and  ought  to  be  paid  for. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Fred.  G.  Brecht  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 


ALABAMA— 1901. 

The  Forty-first  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Tuscaloosa,  May  8th. 
Sir  Russell  H.  Cunningham,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Geo.  A.  Beauchamp, 
Grand  Recorder ;  three  Past  Grand  Commanders,  a  lot  of  Past  Com- 
manders, twelve  Grand  Representatives,  including  Brother  Matthews 
for  Mississippi  and  delegates  from  eight  Subordinate  Commanderies. 
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An  address  of  welcome  was  a  feature  of  the  opening.  Its  author  was 
the  Mayor  of  the  town  and  an  eminent  Sir  Knight,  and  it  was  a  good 
one,  we  presume,  as  we  iiave  not  read  it. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  epitome  of  a  creditable  and 
successful  administration  ;  ''Strictly  business  "  from  foundation  to  finish. 

He  granted  the  usual  number  of  dispensations,  nearly  all  of  them  to 
"  ballot  out  of  time, "  which  was  and  is  all  right.  The  Death  Roll  is 
short,  for  which  we  are  not  ungrateful.  Among  them,  however,  was 
their  courtly,  genial  and  Knightly  Grand  Recorder,  H.  Clay  Armstrong. 
Peace  to  his  ashes. 

He  made  but  one  decision  and  that  was  correct.  He  reports  the 
Order  in  a  healthy  condition.  Under  the  head  of  "  Recommendations'' 
he  opens,  as  follows : 

**  If  Knight  Templarism  is  a  good  thing,  then  it  is  a  good  thing  to  be 
a  Knight  Templar.  If  it  is  a  good  thing  to  be  a  Knight  Tem}>lar, 
then  all  who  possess  the  requisite  qualifications  should  be  a  Knight 
Templar. " 

While  the  grammar  in  the  last  sentence  is  a  trifie  shaky,  w^e  have  no 
hesitation  in  endorsing  the  sentence.  He  then  gives  them  a  short  ex- 
hortation in  favor  of  Lodge  and  Chapter  membership,  remarking  that 
'*  These  last  orders  have  both  a  fundamental  and  historic  relation  to 
Knight  Templarism. " 

We  confess  our  inability  to  discover  the  wherein  and  how  of  it.  He 
then  quotes  Grand  Master  Gobin's  remark  :  ''  Knight  Templarism  is  an 
order  for  gentlemen, "  and  we  would  like  to  inquire  what,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  R.'.  E.'.  and  the  Grand  Master,  constitutes  a  "gentleman?" 
Is  it  a  certain  sized  bank  account,  good  clothes,  social  position  or 
pedigree?  If  yes,  then  we  demur  to  the  proposition  and  deny  that 
an  Order,  founded  upon  the  religion  of  Christ,  could,  properly,  be  estab- 
lished limiting  its  membership  to  this  class.  Our  Lord  came  into  this 
world  in  order  that  the  world,  through  Him,  might  be  saved,  all  of  it. 
Not  the  rich  and  great,  but  publirans  and  sinners  as  well,  hence  unless 
your  doors  are  open  to  the  honest  and  worthy  of  the  race,  without  regard 
to  wealth  or  social  position,  you  had  better  put  in  a  new  foundation. 
Sociology,  wealth  or  pedigree  never  made  a  man.  Neither  will  they 
make  a  decent  Templar,  any  more  than  church  membership  makes  a 
man  a  Christian.  We  are  not,  at  all,  partial  to  "  Knight  Templarism  " 
as  applied  to  the  Order  by  both  the  R.*.  K.'.  and  Grand  Master  Gobin. 
We  would  have  said,  *'  The  Order  of  the  Temple  and  Malta  is  one  that 
commends  itself  to  gentlemen  always.  "  ChristianSy  those  who  are  really 
so — are  God's  children  and  God's  children  are  gentlemen,  both  by  birth 
and  in  character,  and  there  never  was  a  sincere  child  of  God  in  this 
world  who  lacked  the  honor  and  respect  of  everybody.  There  are  many 
who  pass  as  gentlemen  who  are  no  more  entitled  to  the  title  tlian  the 
devil  is  to  be  called  a  saint,  so  if  we  are  hunting  for  gentlemen  to  make 
Templars  of,  it  will  be  as  well  to  wear  strong  glasses  else  we  may  be 
fooled. 
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The  address  is  a  very  good  one,  barring  the  too  freqaent  use  of  the 
phrase,  "  Knight  Templarism.  " 

The  proceedings  are  mostly  of  local  interest. 

Finances  healthy;  balance  on  hand  $1,269.30.  Total  membership 
463— a  gain  of  112. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  the  work  of  our  good  brother,  Geo. 
F.  Moore,  and  like  those  that  have  preceeded  it  from  the  same  source. 
It  covers  over  100  pages  and  considers  the  minutes  of  most  of  tiie  Tem- 
plar Grand  Bodies.    He  opens  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  on  Correspondence  presents  its  annual  report  in  an 
unaccustomed  form.  We  have  for  many  years  written  these  reports  and 
they  have  heretofore  been  '*  all  pen  work  with  no  extensive  quotations 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  various  Grand  Commanderies.  We  have 
tried  the  topical  method  of  reporting  also,  but  this  is  our  first  essay  as 
one  of  those  who  give  the  opinions  of  others  without  insisting  much 
upon  our  own  views.  We  hope  our  selections  and  remarks  will  be  read 
by  our  ITraters  and  that  they  will  be  found  to  be  interesting. 

It  makes  but  little  difference  as  to  the  style  of  architecture  Brother 
Moore  uses,  he  always  produces  an  admirable  result. 

Brother  Moore  accords  three  pages  to  our  pamphlet  for  1900.  Of 
the  report  of  Committee  on  Revision  he  says : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  revised  Code  of  Laws  for  the 
government  of  the  Grand  Commandery  in  harmonv  with  the  laws  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  made  a  report.  We  observe  that  there  is  some  sar- 
casm in  this  report  for  we  find  this  language:  "  As  we  are  generously 
permitted  to  regulate  the  amount  of  our  reveues,  I  submit  the  necessary 
statistics." 

Quoting  some  gentle  remarks  of  ours,  anent  French  Masonry,  Drey- 
fus, etc.,  he  says: 

Dreyfus  is  a  French  Mason  and  there  are  many  of  them  who  are  as 
good  men  and  as  good  Masons  as  live  on  this  earth.  They  are  not  all  of 
the  class  which,  we  judge,  Brother  DeLap  has  in  mind — those  who  are 
atheists  and  with  whom  Masons  of  other  countries  do  not  fraternize. 

The  judicial  crime  of  the  nineteenth  century  was  the  conviction  of 
Dreyfus,  and  the  fact  that  he  was  a  32  degree  Mason  was  used  against 
him  by  the  Clerical  party.  Read  his  letters  to  his  wife.  Brother  DeLap, 
and  your  kind  heart  will  never  allow  you  to  abuse  that  victim  of  Clerical 
despotism  rampant  in  the  Opportunist  Republic  of  France. 

We  beg  to  suggest  to  our  Brother  that  we,  by  **  French  Masonry ''  in 
connection  with  Dreyfus,  had  reference  to  the  Atheistic  brand  of  that 
article  and  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  are  not  many  there  of  any 
other  brand.  So  far  as  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Dreyfus  is  concerned  we 
will  "  reserve  our  opinion,"  for  the  present. 

We  are  sorry  not  to  devote  more  space  to  Brother  Moore*s  excellent 
report,  but  Alabama's  space  is  full  and  we  are  suffering  with  toothache 
besides. 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Robt.  Monthrop  is  Grand  Commander;  E.'.  Sir  Geo.  A. 
B«»ach»mpi  Grand  Recorder  nnd  Sir  Geo.  F.  Moore  OorreBpoodent. 
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connecticut— 1901. 

The  Seventy-fourth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Middletown, 
March  19th.  Present:  R.'.  Sir  Eddie  S.  Davis,  Grand  Commander;  £.*. 
Sir  Eli  C.  Bindsey,  Grand  Recorder;  twelve  PaetGrand  Commanders  fifty 
Past  Commanders,  twenty-one  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates 
from  eleven  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  epitome  of  the  events  of  a 
creditable  and  successful  administration,  well  written,  but  mostly  of 
local  interest.  He  visited  a  few  of  his  Subordinates,  had  a  good  time  at 
each  and,  no  doubt,  good  resulted. 

He  issued  several  dispensations,  among  them  one  to  New  Haven 
Commandery  No.  2,  to  make  a  '* pilgrimage^*  to  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
Richmond,  Va.,  presumably  in  quest  of  the  "  Holy  Grail."  We  shall  be 
glad  when  this  thing  is  located  and  we  can  have  a  rest  from  this  "  pil- 
grimage "  nonsense. 

He  also  obtained  permission  from  His  Royal  Nibs,  the  Grand  Com- 
mander of  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  New  Haven  Commandery  to 
enter  that  bailiwick  in  fatigue  or  full  uniform  or  in  a  natural  state,  as 
they  might  elect !  A  decidedly  risky  business.  We  should  always  be 
careful  in  cases  of  this  kind  as  no  one  can  tell  when  these  aliens  and 
invincible  warriors  may  take  a  notion  to  raise  a  row  and  overturn  the 
government! 

His  reference  to  their  Masonic  Home  indicates  that  it  is  in  a  shaky 
condition  and  needs  help.  We  hope  the  response  will  be  liberal  and 
prompt.    His  portrait  adorjis  the  pamphlet. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  of  local  interest.  The  Grand 
Treasurer's  report  shows  a  cash  balance  in  bank  of  $1,077.42.  Grand 
Recorder's  shows:  128  Knighted,  4  affiliated,  2  reinstated,  total  gain 
134;  suspended  N.  P.  D.,  26,  died  61,  withdrawn  3,  total  90;  showing  a 
net  gain  of  38.    Total  membership  2696. 

Correspondence  covers  sixty-two  pages  of  the  pamphlet;  digests  the 
doings  of  most  of  the  Templar  family  of  Grands  and  is  the  work  of  our 
valued  friend  and  talented  brother,  Hugh  Sterling.  Although  short, 
the  report  is  an  excellent  one,  worthy  of  its  author  and  of  a  careful 
perusal  by  the  Templars  of  Connecticut.  Brother  Hugh  devotes  over 
two  pages  to  our  Meridian  proceedings,  has  only  pleasant  words  for  us, 
for  which  we  are  grateful.  He  copies  our  remarks  in  regard  to  his  re- 
port and  observes: 

We  hardly  know  how  to  feel,  what  expression  of  countenance  to  as- 
sume, or  what  to  say  in  answer  to  the  above.  We  should  be  sorry  to 
say  that  the  last  sentence  is  anything  but  sincere  and  possibly  be  mis- 
taken, and,  yet,  we  do  not  want  the  other  fellow  to  think  we  have  been 
taken  in;  the  truth  is  we  do  not  know  *' where  we  are  at "  concerning 
the  sentence. 

We  agree  with  him  in  what  he  says  under  Georgia  regarding  the 
Shrine  holding  its  meetings  at  the  same  time  and  place  as  the  Grand 
Commandery. 
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We  beg  to  assure  our  brother  that  when  we  praise  people,  we  are 
altoays  sincere  and  mean  exactly  what  we  say.  This  rule,  however, 
is,  nearly  always,  reversed  when  we  abuse  people. 

We  copy  his  conclusion  in  which  there  is  much  good  sense: 

Of  the  many  pages  that  it  is  necessary  for  a  Correspondent  to  review 
much  that  is  of  interest  must  of  necessity  be  omitted.  It  is  therefore  a 
question  of  judgment  as  to  what  will  be  of  the  greatest  interest  to  those 
for  whom  these  reports  are  prepared.  Your  Correspondent,  having  this 
in  mind,  has  endeavored  in  the  foregoing  to  comply  with  the  idea,  as  set 
forth  above.  In  our  last  report  we  called  your  attention  that  the  only 
question  about  which  there  was  an  controversy  was  the  one  of  non- 
affiliation  in  Lodge  and  Chapter.  This  same  question  is  still  being  agi- 
tated, and  if  we  mistake  not,  it  is  opposed  more  positively  than  ever. 
One  of  its  most  unfavorable,  and  we  might  say,  unjust  interpreta- 
tions is,  its  application  to  those  who  have  paid  for  life-membership  in 
Commandery.  A  Templar  may  have  been  such  for  thirty  or  forty  years, 
it  matters  not,  he  may  have  been  dimitted  from  his  Lodge  and  Chapter 
for  various  causes  for  more  than  a  score  of  years,  he  may  have  arrived  at 
that  time  in  his  life  when  lie  is  content  with  the  fellowship  to  be  found 
in  his  Commandery  in  which  he  stands  exempt  for  life  with  no  desire  or 
even  physical  ability  to  attend  any  other  Masonic  gathering,  yet  this 
man  must  give  up  his  affiliation  in  Commandery  where  perchance,  out- 
side of  his  immediate  family,  he  is  wont  to  meet  the  only  friends  and 
companions  of  his  youth  that  remain,  all  because  he  is  not  in  affiliation 
with  Lodge  and  Chapter.  We  cannot  believe  that  the  great  body  of 
Masons  in  this  country  will  give  their  approval  to  the  continuance  in 
force  of  a  law  that  is  possible  of  such  interpretation. 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Albert  S.  Comstock  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 

and  Correspondent  as  before. 

CAN  ADA— 1900. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Assembly  was  held  in  the  city  of  Kings- 
ton, Sept.  5th  and  6th.  Present:  M.*.  E.*.  Sir  Knight  Jno.  Valentine 
Ellis ;  Supreme  Grand  Master ;  a  number  of  **  Great  Officers ;"  "  Provin- 
cial Grand  Priors ;  "  "Grand  Officers;"  "Members  of  Grand  Council- 
Elected  ; "  ditto,  appointed,  two  Past  Supreme  Grand  Masters  and 
twenty-three  out  of  the  thirty-eight  Subordinate  Commanderies.  A 
couple  of  short,  but  good,  welcoming  speeches  preceded  the  opening  of 
Great  Priory.  Then  came  the  Grand  Master^s  address  which,  like  all 
these  papers  in  Canada,  w^as  an  able,  exhaustive  and  interesting  produc- 
tion. He  indulges,  briefly,  in  some  historical  events  in  the  life  of  the 
order,  which  reached  the  centennial  in  1900,  having  been  first  organized 
in  1800.  We  should  like  to  copy  all  this,  but  lack  of  space  forbids. 
Under  the  head  of  "  War,  "  he  says  ; 

WAR. 

Since  our  last  Assembly  the  nation  has  entered  upon  a  difficult  war 
in  South  Africa,  and  our  Dominion  drew  the  sword,  on  behalf  of  the 
mother  country,  in  support  of  the  cherished  principles  of  British  free- 
dom. My  first  dispensation  as  your  Grand  Master  was  in  favor  of  a 
Companion  to  receive  the  Orders  in  less  than  the  constitutional  period 
before  his  departure  to  the  battlefield.  Our  Praters  of  the  Encampment 
of  St.  John  mourn  the  death  of  one  of  their  members,  Capt.  Charles  F. 
Harrison,  who  died  in  hospital  while  in  the  service  of  his  country:  and 
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to  the  homes  of  many  of  our  members  the  stern  reality  of  war  lias  been 
brought  by  the  death  of  relatives  or  friends.  As  a  society  with  affilia- 
tions in  many  lands  we  refrain  from  discussing  party  or  national  ques- 
tions, even  though  we  rejoice  as  citizens  at  the  success  of  the  armies  of 
our  Empire.  As  men  interested  in  the  cause  of  suffering  humanity  we 
shall  rejoice  when  Peace  spreads  abroad  her  wings  and  the  sounds  of 
War  are  heard  no  more. 

We  regret  our  inability  to  concur  in  his  eulogy  of  the  **  cherished 
principles  of  British  freedom  "  as  is  exemplified  in  the  Boer  war.  Over 
a  year  has  elapsed  since  our  good  brother  rejoiced  at  the  "  success  of  the 
armies  of  our  Empire, ''  and  the  end  is  not  yet.  This  teaches  us  not  to 
crow  till  w^e  get  out  of  the  woods  and  never  to  count  the  chickens  until 
the  old  hen  leaves  the  nest  with  them.  We  are  sorrv  our  Cousins  are 
not  fighting  some  of  the  Continental  Powers,  who  so  hate  them  and  us, 
instead  of  the  poor  Dutchmen.  Then  we  would  feel  like  praying  for 
Great  Britain  to  win,  and  like  helping  her  out,  if  she  needed  it. 

Under  the  head  of  "  Dispensations,  "  we  find  this: 

With  some  reluctance  I  declined  to  issue  a  dispensation  to  enable  a 
Preceptory  to  appear  in  public  in  order  to  inter  a  Frater  with  funeral 
rites.  I  did  so  because  Great  Priory  itself  has  not,  up  to  this  time,  con- 
templated the  burial  of  a  Frater  as  a  member  of  the  Order.  If  it  had, 
some  ritual  or  form  would  have  been  prepared  or  provided.  It  is  true 
there  are  ceremonials  for  the  burial  oi  members  oi  the  Order  in  other 
jurisdictions  and,  no  doubt,  the  old  Templars  had  particular  interment 
customs  of  their  own,  but  the  Great  Priory  has  not  taken  action  in  the 
matter.  Again,  it  appeared  in  this  instance  that  while  the  Frater,  on 
whose  behalf  the  application  was  made,  continued  his  membership  in  a 
Preceptory  he  had  ceased  connection  with  his  Craft  Lodge,  and  could 
not,  therefore,  be  buried  by  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  Of  itself  this  might 
not  be  a  reason  why  a  Templar  should  not  be  buried  by  the  Order  of  the 
Temple  if  provision  was  made  for  it,  but  it  may  be  a  reason  why  there 
should  be  no  such  provision.  Burial  of  the  dead  with  Masonic  cere- 
mony is  a  practice  hallowed  by  time  and  appeals  to  us  in  many  ways;  it 
better  be  left  to  the  Masonic  Craft  and  not  usurped  in  any  way  by  us. 
On  the  other  hand  in  view  of  our  connection  with  Freemasonry  I  would 
not  refuse  authority  to  a  Preceptory  to  appear  in  public  as  an  escort  to  a 
Lodge,  or  in  any  position  which  might  be  assigned  to  it  at  a  funeral,  by 
and  under  the  auspices  of  a  Lodge  if  the  person  to  be  interred  died  in 
full  connection  with  this  Order.  To  <lo  this  is  an  old  custom  and  was 
followed  in  York,  now  Toronto,  as  far  back  as  1805  and  probably  before. 

This  strikes  us  as  being  somewhat  strange.  Better  change  and  be  in 
order.  An  Order  that  does  not  bury  its  own  dead,  and  that  is  without  a 
ritual  for  this  service,  is  away  behind  the  times.  However,  it  is  none  of 
our  business. 

Proceedings  were  routine  and  of  local  interest. 

Total  membership  2009— a  gain  of  124.  Considering  the  fact  that 
this  Order  is  one  hundred  years  old  in  that  jurisdiction,  the  number  of 
members  is  singularly  small. 

Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash  balance  of  $2,614.70.  ^ 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Past  Grand  Mabter  Will  H. 
White,  covers  56  pages,  reviews  the  transactions  of  most  of  the  Templar 
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world  and  is  a  very  good  one.     He  is  patriotic,  as  thiSi  which  we  clip 
from  his  **  Opening  Chorus, ''  will  show: 

As  we  closed  our  report  last  year  the  war  in  South  Africa  was  just 
commencing,  the  British  Province  of  Natal  had  been  invaded  by  the  Boers 
and  British  troops  were  hurrying  to  the  front.  We  were  not  altogether 
surprised  at  this,  as  letters  from  Canadian  Brethren  in  that  far-off  land 
had,  from  time  to  time,  contained  warnings  that  the  Boers  would  ere  long 
attempt,  as  they  said,  to  drive  the  British  into  the  sea.  We  felt  that  the 
spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  old  flag  would,  if  given  the  opportunity,  surprise 
the  world  by  the  readiness  in  which  Canada,  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
and  otlier  portions  of  the  great  British  Empire  would  spring  to  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Motherland.  The  offers  were  made  and  accepted,  and  as 
we  quoted,  **  the  whelps  of  the  Lion  answered  him.  "  How  well  Cana- 
dians and  their  comrades  from  distant  portions  of  the  Empire  fought 
and  died  in  that  far-off  country  for  Flag  and  Empire,  is  now  a  matter  of 
history,  and  Paardeburg  and  the  dawn  of  Majuba  dav  will  long  stand  as 
a  record  of  Canadian  pluck  and  endurance,  and  loyalty  to  the  old  flag. 

Their  is  no  discount  on  the  valor  or  loyalty  of  our  neighbors.  It  is 
characteristic  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  half  of  the  Western 
Hemisphere  to  be  both,  and  we  are  not  surprised. 

Brother  White's  attention  to  Mississippi  is  of  the  Meridian  conclave, 
and,  though  brief  is  courteous  and  kind.  He  is  something  of  a  prophet, 
as  the  concluding  lines  of  the  last  paragraph  of  his  *'  Conclusion, "  which 
we  copy,  abundantly  proves: 

There  is  little  to  summarize  in  the  review  of  the  various  proceed- 
ings. The  principal  point  has  been  the  many  adverse  criticisms  on  the 
recent  non-afiiliation  law  and  ruling,  and  we  expect  the  next  Triennial 
will  see  some  discussion  thereon.  There  has  been  little  in  the  various 
decisions  of  the  Grand  Commanders.  The  few  announced  being  practi- 
cally a  reference  to  existing  laws  and  rulings.  The  Order  is  steadily  in- 
creasing in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  our  sincere  hope  is  that 
it  may  be  slow  and  sure,  and  may  not  become  too  popular  so  as  to  induce 
too  great  an  influx  and  thereby  add  undesirable  men  to  its  ranks.  We 
want  only  the  cream  of  men  in  morals  and  character. 

As  we  write  report  comes  to  hand  that  the  trouble  in  South  Africa 
is  coming  to  an  end,  as  far  as  heavy  fighting  is  concerned,  and  that  we 
may  ere  long  welcome  back  to  home  and  country  our  gallant  fellow- 
countrymen.  They  will  get  a  big  reception.  There  may  be  yet  some 
difficult  work  in  Africa,  as  from  appearances  guerilla  tactics  are  likely  to 
be  adopted— similar  no  doubt  to  that  in  the  Philippines, — but  Canada 
has  nobly  helped  to  defend  the  flag. 

Grand  Master  and  Grand  Cliancellor  re-elected.  Brother  White  re- 
mains as  Correspondent. 

CALIFORNIA-1901. 

The  Forty-third  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  April 
18th.  There  were  present:  R.\  E.*.  Sir  Fred  Marvin  Miller,  Grand 
Commander;  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Wm.  A.  Davies,  Grand  Recorder;  sixteen  Past 
Grand  Commanders,  one  Past  Grand  Generalisimo,  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Frank 
W.  Sumner  as  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Master,  twenty  Grand 
Representatives  and  delegates  from  thirty-six  Subordinate  Comman* 
deries. 
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The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  admirable  paper,  covers 
thirty-two  pages  and  is  a  complete  resume  of  a  successful  and  creditable 
administration.  We  should  like  to  copy  his  opening  in  its  entirety,  but 
as  it  is  so  long  we  compromise  on  what  follows : 

It  is  in  obedience  to  the  uninterrupted  usage  of  our  Order  that  we, 
putting  aside  the  sordid  cares  of  every  day  life,  meet  together  upon  this 
April  morning  to  take  a  backward  glance  at  the  official  year  just  closed, 
and  to  express  a  hope  that  the  coming  one  may  be  still  richer  in  its 
fulfillment  of  blessings  and  opportunities. 

We  meet  in  gladness  and  congratulation,  not  unmindful  of  the  fact 
that  we  are  the  joint  heirs  by  the  grace  of  God,  as  well  as  by  choice,  to 
the  rich  legacy  bequethed  to  us  from  a  mighty  past ;  and  that  each  com- 
ing year  exacts  from  us  still  loftier  aims,  still  higher  obligations.  I^t 
us,  then,  return  thanks  to  the  Almighty  Father,  who  has  held  us  so  far, 
in  the  hollow  of  His  hand  ;  may  He  give  us  wisdom  and  understanding 
to  do  His  work,  and  may  His  tender  care  and  divine  love  be  not  with- 
drawn from  us  in  the  future. 

There  is  something  pleasingly  altruistic  and  uplifting  to  the  soul  in 
the  thought  that  we  come  to-day  not  only  for  an  interchange  of  ideas,  and 
development  of  ways  and  means  to  further  perfect  our  Order,  but  that 
we  come  for  the  interchange  of  Knightly  courtesies  and  the  pledging  of 
eternal  fellowship. 

Time  and  place  both  conspire  to  make  our  meeting  one  of  gladness 
and  joy— San  Francisco  and  a  California  spring-time.  The  heaven-sent 
rains  have  spread  our  valleys  and  hillsides  with  a  rich  promise  of  har- 
vest; the  fruit  trees  stand  forth  veiled  in  white  and  pink,  glad  harbin- 
gers of  plenty;  and  where  the  plowshare  has  not  turned  the  virgin  soil, 
the  poppy  has  spread  her  cloth  of  gold  to  delight  the  fancy.  We  feel  this 
spring-time  in  tne  blood  !  There  is  a  smell  of  fresh  turned  earth,  a  pun- 
gent odor  of  balsamed  woods,  a  baby  woolliness  of  new^  grown  leaves, 
that  appeals  to  our  tenderness,  and  an  exhilarating  ozone  in  the  air  that 
works  havoc  with  our  senses. 

Under  the  bewitching  influence  of  a  California  spring  we  grow  vain- 
glorious, and  condole  with  our  Eastern  f raters  whose  season  at  this  time 
of  year,  coquetting  with  them  from  the  lap  of  winter,  presents  a  blade  of 
grass  only  to  withdraw  it  for  an  icicle.  Hot  so  with  us.  We  retire  some 
night  in  a  diaphanous  fog,  and  in  the  morning  she  stands  before  us  in 
her  multi-colored  garments  awaiting  our  pleasure. 

Unfortunate  Easterner !    Happy  Calitornian ! 

"  It  is  a  goodly  thing  to  see 
What  heaven  hath  done  for  this  delicious  land 
What  fruits  of  fragrance  blush  on  every  tree. 
What  glorious  prospects  o'er  the  hills  expand. " 

It  is  said  in  the  Temple  of  Diana  every  pillar  that  upheld  its  arches 
was  the  gift  of  a  sovereign.  Let  us  be  able  to  feel  that  in  our  noble 
Temple  every  pillar  that  upholds  its  arches  is  a  sovereign.  Not  a  sover- 
eign by  pillage  and  sword,  but  by  right  of  conquest  over  mind  and 
character. 

I  wish  to  commend  the  harmony  in  general  existing  throughout  the 
Jurisdiction.  To  be  tolerent  and  liberal  minded  toward  all,  quick  in  ap- 
preciation and  slow  to  condemnation,  is  to  cultivate  the  attributes  not 
only  of  a  great  soul  but  of  a  great  fraternal  Order.  The  mediocrity  of 
the  hypercritical  is  proverbial.  It  is  meet  and  good  that  there  should 
be  individuality  in  a  Commandery.  And  with  cordial  intent  and  a  de- 
sire to  excel,  this  quality  stimulates  action,  provokes  interest  and  adds 
zest  to  hospitality.  But  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  for  us  there  can 
be  no  honors  if  internal  discord  is  the  price  of  their  attainment. 
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Recognizing  that  we  are  of  one  family,  human,  not  divine  and  there- 
fore liable  to  err,  banded  together  in  a  fraternal  Order,  the  very  essence 
of  its  teachings  being  brotherly  love,  we  should  aim  to  be  gracious  of 
heart,  lenient  of  judgment  and  imbued  with  that  Christian  charity  that 
hastens  to  attribute  a  fault  to  an  error  of  judgment  rather  than  that  of 
heart. 

Sir  Knights,  to  be  appreciated,  to  be  understood,  is  as  the  breath  of 
life  to  unfolding  childhood.  And  take  ourselves  as  seriously  as  we  may, 
we  must  at  times  recognize  how  under  the  conventional  exterior  of  the 
man  lies  the  boyish  sensibilities  of  early  youth. 

We  wlio  are  bound  together  by  ties  as  sacred  as  those  that  bound 
the  apostles  of  old,  who  have  knelt  at  the  Temple  altar  and  partaken  of 
the  mystic  cup,  let  us  not  forget  that  coldness  and  distrust  stultify  the 
warmest  and  most  benevolent  intentions.    Aim  to  be  noble ! 

'^  Be  noble !  and  the  nobleness  that  lies 
In  other  men  sleeping,  but  never  dead. 
Will  rise  in  majesty  to  meet  thine  own. 


»» 


Under  "  Necrology, "  he  pays  eloquent  and  loving  tribute  to  the 
memory  and  merit  of  the  knightly  dead.  Of  our  old  and  much  loved 
friend  and  brother,  Caswell,  he  says : 

A  great  man  has  been  defined  as  one  who  occupies  a  higher  sphere 
of  thought  into  which  others  rise  with  labor  and  difficulty.  But  while 
Sir  Knight  Caswkll  is  to  be  numbered  with  those  favored  few  who  rise 
easily  to  this  higher  sphere,  he  is  not  to  be  measured  by  this  standard 
alone.  The  perfection  of  his  character  can  not  be  estimated  if  we  round 
it  out  on  the  coldly  intellectual  side  only — the  man  who  gives  from  his 
brain  alone  and  not  his  heart.  He 'was  responsive,  human  and  sympa- 
thetic; and  the  high  position  he  attained,  step  by  step,  was  reached  by 
the  ladder  of  esteem  and  affection.  "  The  Psalmist  has  numbered  out 
the  years  of  man,"  and  Sir  Knight  Caswell  liaving  lived  them  to  the 
full  honor  of  an  eartiily  existence,  he  passed  to  a  higher  and  broader 
field  of  action. 

**But  these  are  deeds  that  should  not  pass  away, 
And  names  that  must  not  wither. " 

He  approved  the  bonds  of  Grand  Treasurer— $5,000 ;  and  Grand  Re- 
corder—$3,000. 

His  dispensations  were  all  for  ligitimate  and  proper  purposes.  He 
made  several  decisions.  We  are  obliged  to  dissent  from  his  conclusion 
in  the  second  case.  In  this  a  so-called  Templar  had  signed  the  By-Laws 
of  the  Commandery  without  being  dubbed  a  Knight  of  Malta — had  di- 
mitted  from  Commandery,  Lodge  and  Chapter;  subsequently  affiliated 
with  the  Lodge  and  called  upon  the  Commandery ,  from  which  he  dimitted 
to  complete  its  work  (  Just  as  I  finished  writing  the  above,  I  was  called 
to  the  telephone  to  receive  the  following  dispatch :  **  Papa  is  slowly 
passing  away — may  live  till  morning.  Signed,  J.  W.  Power.  ^*  As  Grand 
Secretary  Power  was  endeared  to  me  by  intimate  and  affectionate  associa- 
tion for  more  than  a  third  of  a  century,  and  as  I  loved  and  revered  him, 
it  is  only  natural  that  this  sad,  sad  news  should  render  me  incapable  of 
continuing  my  work  at  this  time.  May  God  comfort  those  who  are  left 
behind. )  ( Since  writing  the  above  I  have  traveled  one  hundred  miles 
and  returned)  and  helped  to  perform  the  last  sad  rites  for  one  of  the 
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noblest  and  best  of  men — Brotlier  Jno.  Logan  Power,  Grand  Secretary, 
and  with  whom  I  have  been  intimately  and  affectionately  associated  for 
many  years  and  whose  death  brought  sincere  sorrow  to  a  thousand 
homes  and  many  thousand  hearts— br'ept.  26th. )  by  conferring  the  Order 
of  Malta  upon  him,  which  the  Commandery  refused  to  do,  and  the 
R.*.  E.'.  sustained  them.  It  occurs  to  us  that  while  the  law  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  requires  affiliation  with  Lodge  and  Chapter,  its  funda- 
mental principles  are  based  on  moral  honesty  to  a  large  extent.  When 
the  brother  paid  the  Commandery  for  the  Orders  he  paid  for  Red  Cross, 
Templar  and  Malta,  and  it  was  no  fault  of  his  that  he  did  not  obtain  the 
latter  when  he  did  the  others,  hence  the  Cojnmandery  was  in  his  debt  to 
that  extent  and  no  legislative  enactment  or  other  requirement  of  any 
governing  body  could,  in  morality  or  common  honesty,  relieve  the  Com- 
mandery of  its  obligation  to  complete  its  work  for  which  it  had  taken 
the  candidate's  money.  His  affiliation  or  non-affiliation  had  absolutely 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  If  the  brother  had  been  guilty  of  crime  and  be- 
came, thereby,  unworthy  to  be  taken  by  the  hand  as  a  brother,  then  it 
only  remains  for  the  Commandery  to  return  him  a  just  proportion  of  the 
fees  he  had  paid  into  its  treasury  for  what  he  had  not  received.  (We 
note  that  the  decision  was  approved  by  the  Law  Committee  and  Grand 
Body,  at  which  we  wonder. ) 

We  copy  another  one  of  his  decisions,  in  full: 

Quesium. — What  is  the  full  intent  of  Article  XII,  General  Regula- 
tions of  the  Grand  Commandery  which  states :  That  the  Commanderies 
of  this  Jurisdiction  be  prohibited  from  receiving  a  petition  for  the  Or- 
ders of  Knighthood  from  either  a  saloon-keeper  or  a  bar-tender.  Does 
this  apply  to  a  hotel  keeper  who  runs  a  saloon  ? 

Answer, — I  do  not  for  a  moment  think  the  intent  of  this  Regulation 
is  to  include  hotel  keepers  generally.  In  a  matter  of  this  kind,  I  would 
say  that  while  the  law  is  most  emphatic  as  regards  a  saloon-keeper  or  a 
bar-tender  being  received,  and  adverse  to  sucli  proceedings,  a  man  that 
has  a  bar  as  an  adjunct  to  his  hotel  is  another  matter.  Nevertheless,  the 
matter  must  be  considered  from  the  point  of  view  as  to  whether  the  bar 
is  simply  an  adjunct  of  the  hotel,  served  by  some  one  else  simply  as  a 
means  of  accommodation  to  the  guests,  or  if  on  the  other  hand  the  hotel 
is  an  adjunct  of  the  bar.  Nearly  all  hotels  have  bars  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  guests,  and  we  know  that  in  many  instances  the  proprietors 
are  men  themselves  opposed  to  the  use  of  all  spirituous  liquors,  the  bar 
in  these  instances  being  a  necessary  adjunct  to  the  hotel.  Personally, 
the  proprietor  has  no  management  of  the  same,  and  could  in  no  wise  be 
termed  a  saloon-keeper.  While  this  might  in  a  manner  seem  somewhat 
sophistical  in  argument,  the  distinction  must  be  patent  on  considera- 
tion. It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  question  of  home  rule.  The  character  of 
the  man,  the  character  of  the  hotel,  and  the  conducting  of  the  same  are 
to  be  considered. 

Yearly  the  necessity  has  been  forced  upon  us  of  dealing  more  strenu- 
ously in  these  matters.  The  Commandery  is  not  an  eleemosynary  insti- 
tute for  the  social  benefit  of  men  of  doubtful  position  who  would  re- 
habilitate themselves  through  our  Order.  Upon  each  member  depends 
the  keeping  up  of  the  dignity  and  Templar  standing  of  the  Commandery. 

Yes,  it  does  "seem  somewhat  sophistical,''  to  "a  man  up  a  tree." 
It  it  a  little  difficult  to  understand  how  A,  can  keep  a  bar  attachment  to 
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his  hotel  and  not  be  a  saloon-keeper,  while  B.  cannot  have  a  similar  at- 
tachment to  his  grocery  store  without  being  a  saloon-keeper ! !  One  is 
just  as  "  necessary ''  as  the  other  and  when  the  gentlemanly  proprietor  of 
a  hotel  with  a  saloon  attachment  stands  before  the  bar  of  God  he  will 
undoubtedly  receive  the  same  consideration  and  sentence  as  will  the  fel- 
low who'owns  and  runs  the  ordinary,  every-day  doggery  for  the  benefit  of 
his  "guests. ''  Away  with  such  transparent  nonsense.  Either  repeal  your 
law  or  enforce  it  against  all  comers.  God  will  damn  a  hotel  keeper,  for 
making  beasts  of  men,  as  quickly  and  as  emphatically  as  He  will  the  or- 
dinary brand  of  saloon-keeper. 

He  reports  the  year  as  being  one  of  more  than  ordinary  activity,  and 
growth  in  membership.  His  visitations  were  quite  general.  The  ad- 
dress, as  a  whole,  is  a  good  one. 

The  proceedings  were  of  local  interest. 

Finance  in  good  shape — balance  $5,636.07.  Total  membership  3556 — 
a  gain  of  246.  Total  assets,  $118,052.00;  total  liabilities,  $9,076.28 ;  net  as- 
sets, $108,976,46. 

One  hundred  and  eight  pages  of  the  pamphlet  are  occupied  by  Grand 
Secretary  Davies'  Correspondence  report,  in  which  the  doings  of  forty- 
two  Templar  Grands  are  carefully  digested  and  ably  reviewed,  including 
Mississippi  for  1900— Our  good  brother  devotes  about  three  pages  of  his 
admirable  %'eport  to  our  pamphlet,  tells  his  California  brethren  all  we 
did  at  Meridian.  We  copy  liis  flattering  observations  on  our  report, 
because  it  suits  us  to  do  so : 

This  important  paper  is,  as  for  twenty  years  back,  the  production  of 
Brother  K.  G.  DeLap,  or,  as  our  old  friend  Corson  used  to  say,  the  other 
Enoch.  Brother  De  Lap  has  his  peculiarities.  He  never  spells  God  with 
a  little  "g, ''  and  he  never  fails  to  enforce  his  meaning  upon  the  average 
intellect.  In  the  paper  before  us  he  gives  ample  evidence  that  his  con- 
victions were  founded  upon  the  almighty  force  and  importance  of  Truth. 

Brother  DeLap  reviews  our  Forty-first  Annual  and  clears  us  with  a 
tolerable  bill  of  health.  He  dodges  a  trifle  at  the  word  "pilgrimage," 
and  we  don't  wonder,  for  it's  enough  to  scare  any  one  out  of  his  nine- 
teenth century  senses.  He  notes  the  resignation  of  our  good  Frater, 
Caswell,  and  reports  the  fraternal  ceremonies  attendant  upon  the  recep- 
tion of  the  remains  of  a  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Tennessee*  a  soldier 
in  the  service  of  his  country,  an  American  citizen  and  a  gentleman. 

We  enjoy  Brother  De  Lap's  reports  to  that  extent  that  we  have  no 
respect  for  a  frater's  different  opinion.  Of  all  things,  we  like  him  be- 
cause he's  no  dodger. 

Mississippi  is  improving  in  numbers  and  consequently  in  strength. 
May  she  continue  to  improve,  and  may  our  Fraters  Speed  and  DeLap 
continue  with  us  to  note  the  growth  and  rejoice  in  the  increased  strength. 

Praise  coming  from  Brother  Davies  is  a  good  thing  to  hand  down  to 
one's  children. 

We  excerpt  a  part  of  his  conclusion  : 

We  cannot  quite  understand  when,  how  or  where  the  dimitted  Mason 
has  acquired  any  rights,  and  Brother  Haskins  does  not  specify. 

When  a  man  associates  himself  with  Masonry,  he  obligates  himself 
to  sustain  it.  When  he  applies  for  and  receives  a  dimit  from  Lodge  or 
Chapter,  he  should  afiiliate  elsewhere  within  a  reasonable  time  or  he  be- 
comes a  non-supporter  of  Masonry,  and  consequently  without  the  pale  of 
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the  Order,  and  not  entitled  to  any  of  its  rights  or  benefits.  **  If  he  will 
not  work,  neither  should  he  eat.  He  is  no  longer  a  Mason,  and  is  not 
received  as  such.  The  only  ri^ht  he  has  acquired  is  that  he  is  not  now  a 
Mason.  One  of  the  rights  or  benefits  which  Masonry  has  to  reward  the 
faithful  with  is  the  right  to  enter  the  Commandery.  Our  Order  is,  and 
immemorial  I  y  has  been,  subordinate  to  Masonry.  Only  Masons  can  be- 
come Sir  Knights  of  the  Temple,  and  Masonic  law  follows  them.  The 
Lodge  and  Chapter  are  necessary  to  the  life  of  the  Commandery.  They 
must  be  sustained  that  the  Commandery  may  live.  Those  who  shirk 
their  share  in  sustaining  the  I^odge  and  Chapter,  to  that  extent  weaken 
the  life  of  the  Commandery.  They  are.no  longer  true  and  courteous  Sir 
Knights.  If  for  a  while  we  overlooked  that  fact,  and  for  years  inflicted 
no  punishment,  did  the  guilty  man  acquire  any  "vested  rights"?  We 
hardly  think  he  did,  any  more  than  if  a  man  refused  to  pay  his  poll  tax 
or  refused  to  work  out  his  road  tax  for  a  few  years  in  a  Vermont  town, 
and  the  matter  was  overlooked,  as  it  sometimes  is,  that  he  acquired 
thereby  any  *'  vested  rights. "  He  might  afterward  be  compelled  to 
make  up  that  which  he  had  unlawfully  withheld,  if  in  the  future  the 
autliorities  demanded  it.  No  man  gains  "  rights  "  by  doing  wrong.  The 
dimitted  brother  is  doing  a  wrong.  By  the  present  law  a  few  will  no 
longer  be  permitted  to  shirk  their  fair  share  of  the  burden.  Their  wil- 
lingness to  wrong  others  cannot  "hereafter"  be  overlooked,  and  their 
selfishness  should  not  be  clothed  with  an  assumption  of "  vested  rights. " 
My  dear  Brother  Haskins,  do  not  bring  up  any  so-called  "rights, " 
wiiich  are  in  realty  our  wrongs,  to  becloud  us  when  we  endeavor  to  right 
these  wrongs. 

And  now,  to  quote  the  words  of  Brother  Albert  Pike  in  his  immortal 
poem: 

"  To  the  past  go  more  dead  faces 
Every  year ; 
As  the  loved  leave  vacant  places 
Every  year." 

In  our  National  Jurisdiction  the  "  Winge<l  Messenger"  has  served 
the  fatal  mandate  upon  twelve  Past  Grand  Commanders,  one  Deputy 
Grand  Commander,  three  Grand  Prelates,  four  Grand  Recorders,  a 
Grand  Junior  Warden  and  a  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

In  addition  to  this  unusual  demand,  the  great  storm  at  Galveston 
enveloped  Grand  Commander  Robert  Maxwell  Smith  of  Arkansas,  who, 
with  his  family  was  making  a  temporary  sojourn  at  that  city,  and  last, 
althougli  first  in  our  affection,  our  own  friend  and  frater.  Past  Grand 
Commander  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell  and  for  many  years  Grand  Re- 
corder, surrendered  his  place  among  tlie  living  and  passed  to  eternal  rest. 

"  And  I  Bit  and  think,  wben  the  sanset's  gold 

Is  flashing  rtver  and  hlU  and  shore, 
I  shall  one  day  stand  by  the  water  oold. 

And  list  for  the  sound  of  the  boatman's  oar ; 
I  shall  watoh  for  a  gleam  of  the  flapping  sail, 

I  shall  hear  the  boat  as  it  grains  the  strand, 
I  shall  pass  from  sight  with  the  boatman  pale, 

To  the  better  shore  of  the  Spirit  Land. 
I  shall  know  the  loved  who  have  gone  before, 

And  Joyfully  sweet  will  the  meeting  be, 
When  over  the  river,  the  peaceful  mer, 

The  Angel  of  Deatn  shall  carry  me. " 

For  the  Committee, 

William  A.  Da  vies. 

Chairman. 

R.'.E.\  Sir  George  B.  McKee  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent,  as  before. 
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DISTRICT   OF  COLUMBIA— 1901. 

The  Sixth  Annaal  was  held  in  the  city  of  Washington,  May  13th. 
Present:  R.*.  E.\  Sir  Harrison  Dingman,  Grand  Commander;  E.-.  Sir 
A.  VV.  Johnston,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  members  of  the  staff 
except  the  Grand  Treasurer ;  five  Past  Grand  Commanders,  and  one  Past 
Grand  Captain  General. 

Tliirty  Grand  Representatives,  including  Sir  A.  B.  Jackson  for  Mis- 
sissippi, and  delegates  from  five  Subordinate  Coinmanderies  and  forty- 
four  Past  Commanders.  Two  Pa^jb  Grand  Commanders,  Lynch  of  In- 
diana and  McKean  of  Pennsylvania,  were  properly  received  as  visitors. 

The  Grand  Commander  opens  an  excellent  address  as  follows : 

Sir  Knights  :  With  gratitude  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  his  special 
care  and  protection  during  the  past  twelve  months,  I  extend  to  you  all 
a  knightly  greeting  and  welcome  to  the  Sixth  Annual  Conclave  of  our 
Grand  Commandery.  I  ask  your  close  attention  to  the  various  matters 
that  may  be  brought  forward  during  the  time  we  shall  remain  in  session, 
and  that  each  of  you  will,  if  possible,  remain  to  the  adjournment  of  this 
Conclave. 

It  seems  but  a  short  time  since  you  honored  me  by  elevation  to  the 
Grand  Commandership,  and  yet  a  year,  filled  with  its  cares  and  respon- 
sibilities, its  joys  and  sorrows,  has  passed  into  eternity,  never  more  to  be 
recalled  until  the  last  Great  Day  when  we  shall  be  asked  for  an  accounta- 
bility of  the  trust  to  us  confided.  I  express  the  hope  that  when  that 
time  comes  to  each  of  us,  our  answer  mav  be  such  as  will  bring  forth  the 
order:  "  Well  done,  true  and  faithful  Sir  Knight!  enter  upon  the  re- 
ward that  awaits  the  faithful.  " 

He  reports  the  Order  in  good  condition  and  that  peace  and  concord 
prevail.  Appropriate  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  merits  of  tlie 
knightly  dead,  both  of  his  own  and  sister  Jurisdictions.  He  made  but 
three  decisions,  two  of  them  correct ;  the  other,  which  was  that  a  candid- 
ate with  a  cork  leg,  but  able  to  kneel,  is  ineligible  from  '*  the  fact  that  hi$ 
appearance  in  the  linen  of  a  Commandery ^  would  necessarily  mar  the  correctness  of 
its  formaiion.  "  What  a  pity  !  He  then  adds :  "  The  Commandery  could 
not  take  part  in  the  escorts  in  the  Asylum  or  be  a  participant  in  any  parade 
before  the  public,  etc.  "     Horrible ! 

We  would  like  to  know  what  the  Christian  religion  and  the  practice 
of  the  Christian  virtues  have  to  do  with  military  parades  or  the  *'  correct- 
ness "  of  formation  of  Commandery  lines  ?  And  yet  these  are  the  basis 
upon  which  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  stand  and  there  can  be  no  warrant 
of  law,  having  due  regard  for  the  mission  of  the  institution,  that  bars  the 
door  of  the  Asylum  against  any  Companion  who  has  enough  of  his  orig- 
inal corporosit.y  to  enable  him  to  make  himself  known  as  a  Templar.  If 
we  are  hunting  perfection  of  form  instead  of  excellence  of  life  and  char- 
acter; if  we  are  after  dudes  instead  of  men;  if  legs  outrank  brains  and 
moral  character,  and  if  we  propose  to  entirely  ignore  the  pure  teachings 
of  the  Order  and  make  of  it  a  fancy  military  society,  then,  and  in  that 
case,  the  decision  was  right  and  proper,  but  if  we  are  trying  to  make 
men  better,  purer  in  heart  and  life,  we  will  pay  less  attention  to  legs 
than  brains  and  the  decision  will  be  adjudged  to  be  wrong. 

His  dispensations  were  all  for  proper  purposes. 
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Were  mostly  routine  and  of  local  interest.  Grand  Recorder  reports 
collections  amounting  to  $898.35.  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  in 
hands  of  $900.80.  The  Grand  Body  approved  all  the  decision?,  which  in- 
dicates that  they  are  ''long''  on  style  and  ''short"  on  more  important 
matters. 

Total  membership,  1497— a  gain  of  4. 

CORRESPONDENCli;. 

Is  the  fourth  in  regular  line  of  Brother  Geo.  H.  Walker  in  which  the 
transactions  of  44  Templar  legislatures  are  courteously  and  intelligently 
considered — Mississippi  for  1900  among  the  number. 

Our  pamphlet  receives  full  and  fraternal  attention  from  our  good 
brother,  for  which  we  are  obliged. 

The  whole  report  is  good,  but  would  be  better  if  Brother  Walker 
would  speak  out  in  meeting,  himself,  occasionally. 

R.\  E.'.  Sir  Geo.  Gibson  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Reporter  as  before. 


FLORIDA— 1901. 

The  Seventh  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Jacksonville,  May  16th. 
Present: 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Warren  Tyler,  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  Wilbur  P. 
Webster,  Grand  Recorder;  (  Prelate,  Grand  Treasurer  and  Sword  Bearer 
absent )  Four  Past  Grand  Commanders;  twenty-one  Grand  Representa- 
tives, and  Delegates  from  six  out  of  eiglit  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

Tlie  Grand  Commander's  address  is  quite  lengthy,  and  is  well  writ- 
ten but  is  mostly  confined  to  local  matters.  He  refers  in  feeling  terms 
to  the  scenes  of  sorrow,  suflfering  and  loss  resulting  from  the  great  fire, 
in  tiie  following  language: 

But  in  doing  so  a  feeling  of  sincerest  grief  and  sympathy  comes  o'er 
me  when  I  try  to  realize,  as  no  one  but  an  actual  sufferer  can,  the  untold 
loss  and  suffering  that  so  many  of  our  f raters, brethren  and  their  families 
have  so  recently  been  called  on  to  endure  as  was  caused  by  the  terrible 
baptism  of  fire  that  passed  over  this  beautiful  city  less  than  a  fortnight 
«go.  A  few  minutes  past  high  twelve,  when  the  operative  craft  were  en- 
joying a  brief  season  of  refreshment  from  their  labors,  the  dreaded  fire 
alarm  was  sounded.  The  best  efforts  of  one  of  the  best  and  most  efficient 
fire  departments  in  the  South  were  soon  seen  to  be  of  little  avail  in  stem- 
ming the  fearful  tide  of  destruction.  Assistance  was  summoned  from 
neighboring  cities,  which  was  gladly  furnished.  Willing  hearts  and 
hands  did  all  they  could.  The  city  was  doomed,  and  in  seven  short  hours 
the  heart  of  the  city  was  burned  out,  millions  of  property  had  gone  up 
in  smoke,  and  thousands  of  her  people  were  left  penniless  and  homeless; 
pretentious  business  houses,  churches,  public  buildings  and  handsome 
residences  with  their  beautiful  gardens  of  tropical  plants  and  overhang- 
ing shade  trees  draped  with  Spanish  moss,  the  delight  of  everyone,  resi- 
dent and  tourist  alike — all  fell  an  easy  prey  to  the  devouring  flames. 
Taking  place,  as  it  did,  in  broa<l  daylight,  tlie  loss  of  life  was  very  small, 
and  for  this  much  we  are  devoutly  thankful.     The  true  spirit  of  gener- 
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ouS'hearted  sympathv  immediately  manifested  itself,  as  in  many  a  prev- 
ions  like  disaster,  and  everyone  who  was  spared  a  place  to  shelter  another 
threw  wide  open  the  doors  and  welcomed  the  suffering  and  homeless 
with  truest  hospitality.  In  a  few  hours  the  wires  flashed  the  sad  news 
across  the  continent,  and  with  lightning  rapidity  came  back  loving  mes- 
sages of  sympathy  and  offers  of  assistance,  followed  by  donations  of 
money,  food  and  clothing,  with  promises  of  more  as  soon  as  the  neces- 
sities of  the  situation  could  be  ascertained.  The  work  of  Relief  Com- 
mittees is  orogressing  with  commendable  success,  and  ere  long  this 
people  will  nave  recovered  from  the  first  great  shock,  and  already  plans 
for  the  rebuilding  of  the  city  in  even  greater  splendor  than  formerly 
have  in  many  instances  been  consummated  and  the  work  begun. 

He  reports  prosperity  and  peace.  Appropriate  reference  is  made  to 
the  Knightly  dead  of  sister  Jurisdictions,  noting  the  fact  that  their  own 
official  ranks  remain  unbroken. 

His  dispensations  were  for  proper  purposes  and  he  made  no  decisions. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  of  local  interest,  except  that  the 
report  of  the  Grand  Recorder  contains  some  historical  facts  in  regard  to 
the  Order  in  Florida  previous  to  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Body, 
going  back  as  far  as  1851.  But  for  its  length  we  would  copy.  He  reports 
collections  of  $229.50  and  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  cash  balance  on 
hand  of  $591.45.  Total  membership  322— a  gain  of  37.  No  report  on  Cor- 
respondence. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Wm.  8.  Ware  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  as 
before. 


INDIANA— 1901. 

The  Forty-seventh  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Muncie,  April 
17th.    Present: 

R.'.  E.*.  8ir  Eugene  W.  Kelley,  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  Jacob  W. 
Smith,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers;  fourteen  Past 
Grand  Commanders;  a  multitude  of  Past  Commanders;  twenty-four 
Grand  Representatives,  and  Delegates  from  all  the  chartered  Subordin- 
ate Commanderies  in  the  state. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  well  written  resume  of  a  suc- 
cessful administration.  Eloquent  and  proper  tribute  is  paid  to  the 
memory  of  the  Knightly  dead,  chief  among  them  being  our  esteemed 
brother,  Past  Grand  Commander  N.  R.  Ruckle,  who  died  at  his  post  and 
thus  closed  a  life  of  distinguished  usefulness,  and  faithful  and  most  effi- 
cient service.  His  place  in  the  Councils  of  the  Order  and  especially  in 
its  literature  will  be  hard,  indeed,  to  fill.    Peace  to  his  ashes. 

His  dispensations  were  all  for  proper  purposes. 

His  first  decision  was  that  suspension,  by  his  Lodge,  of  an  officer  of 
the  Commandery,  not  only  suspended  him  in  the  Commanderv,  but 
vacated  his  office  also.  We  are  unable  to  see  why  reinstatement  in  the 
Lodge  does  not  reinstate  in  the  Commandery.  Not  to  membership  alone 
but  also  to  his  office.    Where  is  the  difference  ? 

The  Grand  Body  approved  the  decision. 
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Under  the  head  of  *' Inter-state  Courtesies"  he  records  the  melan- 
cholly  fact  that  the  Grand  Commander  of  Illinois,  at  his  request,  had 
consented  to  allow  Valparaiso  Commandery  to  "iVmidg"  Illinois  for  the 
purpose  of  burying  on«  of  its  members.  How  childishly  silly  all  such 
stuff  and  nonsense  as  this  is ! ! 

Proceedings  were  routine  and  devoid  of  general  interest. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  on  hand  of  $4,788.27.  Grand 
Recorder  reported:  Knighted  218,  reinstated  18,  affiliated  38,  total  ac- 
cessions 274,  died  60,  dimitted  62,  suspended  49,  expelled  I ;  total  loss 
172,  making  the  net  gain  of  102.    Total  membership  3,767. 

The  Pay  Roll  required  $2,061.15;  estimated  expenses  for  current  year 
$2,000 ;  amount  appropriated  to  buy  a  hotel  in  Louisville  and  stock  the 
pantry,  $2,000;  total  of  $6,0(51.15  which  being  deducted  from  cash  in  hand, 
$4,788.27,  leaves  as  a  reminder  a  debt  of  $1,272.88.  We  would  have  de- 
clined to  buy  the  hotel  and  put  up  at  a  boarding  house. 

CORRESPONDBNCB. 

Covers  only  forty-five  pages  and  is  the  maiden  effort  of  Past  Grand 
Commander  Simon  S.  Johnson.  We  greet  him  with  pleasure  and  heart- 
ily welcome  him  to  the  family  of  "mutuals"  and  have  no  doubt  he 
would  have  made  an  able  successor  to  the  gifted  Ruckle,  but  another 
king  reigns  who  *'  Knew  not  Joseph, ''  and  his  official  head  dropped  into 
the  basket.  Brother  Simeon  digests,  briefly,  the  transactions  of  thirty- 
eight  Templar  Grands  in  a  courteous  and  interesting  style,  Mississippi 
for  1900  getting  three  pages  oi  polite  attention.  Referring  to  Brother 
Cobb's  address  he  says: 

Grand  Commander  announces  that  his  duties  had  been  light  and 
says  that  ^*  our  laws  are  so  plain  and  comprehensive,  and  our  member- 
ship so  well  informed,  not  a  question  has  been  presented  to  me  that  is  of 
sufficient  importance  to  require  notice  here."  This  is  indeed  a  good 
showing,  and  the  Grand  Commandery  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  such 
a  happy  state  of  affairs,  and  is  the  only  instance  reported  where  such 
condition  exists. 

Numerous  dispensations  granted  to  ballot  upon  petitions  "out  of 
time"  upon  petitions  of  35  candidates,  one  to  hold  "special  conclave 
and  ballot  at  such  meeting,"  one  to  hold  regular  meeting  three  days  be-  • 
fore  time  prescribed  by  By-Laws  for  such  conclave,  etc.    Grand' Com- 
mander must  "  run  his  office  on  the  easy  plan." 

He  copies  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Revised  Code  and  says: 

Evidently  this  Committee  believes  that  the  Grand  Encampment 
has  a  "sure  grip  "  on  the  state  Jurisdictions,  but  a  careful  examination 
will  show  that  such  is  not  the  case.  Grand  Commanderies  of  the  several 
states  are  supreme  except  as  they  have  otherwise  determined,  and  can 
legislate  upon  their  own  internal  matters  as  they  see  fit,  avoiding  any 
conflicting  legislation. 

Possibly  80,  but  we  can't  see  it.  He  says  that  this  Committee  has 
"  discovered  a  new  word,  provincial "  and  concludes  it  means  "  prelimin- 
ary, etc."  We  beg  to  suggest  to  our  brother  that  the  word  we  used  or 
wrote  was  not  "  provincial,  "  but  "  proemial  "  and  the  "  intelligent  com- 
positor "  did  the  needful.    We  copy  his  "  finis :  " 
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It  is  a  wise  precaation  taken  by  tlie  Grand  Commanderies  to  order  a 
Correspondence  Report  "  printed  as  an  appendix, "  and  thus  the  Com- 
mittee left  to  support  its  own  views. 

As  has  been  said  by  many  Correspondents,  no  question,  save  that  of 
the  status  of  Sir  Knights  non-afUliated  in  Lodge  and  Chapter,  remains 
undecided,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  this  will  be  settled  satisfactorily 
at  the  August  Triennial  and  in  the  various  conclaves  with  right  and  jus- 
tice, and  as  intended  at  time  of  passage  of  the  regulation. 

Among  the  many  practices  prevailing  in  the  Grand  Commanderies, 
there  is  a  noticeable  tendency  for  Grand  Commander  to  grant  special 
dispensations  for  privileges,  etc.,  upon  the  **  slightest  provocation" — to 
ballot  on  petitions  same  night  received,  to  receive  and  ballot  at  special 
conclaves,  etc.— and  it  w^ould  seem  that  some  Grand  Commanders  as- 
sume to  decide  what  is  the  proper  time  and  occasion,  etc.  We  depre- 
cate the  increase  of  such  "action" — there  is  too  much  "prerogative." 
Grand  Officers  are  creatures  of  law  and  regulation,  and  the  exercise  of 
"extra favors"  ought  to  be  condemned. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Leonidas  P.  Newby  is  Grand  Commander;  E.'.  Sir  Calvin 
W.  Prather,  Grand  Recorder;  E.*.  Sir  Martin  H.  Rice,  Correspondent. 


ILLINOIS— 1901. 

The  Forty-fifth  Annual  at  Chicago,  October  22nd.  Present:  R.'.  E.*. 
Sir  Charles  P.  Kane,  Grand  Commander;  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Gilbert  VV.  Bar- 
nard, Grand  Recorder.  All  the  other  Grand  Officters,  except  the  Deputy 
Grand  Commander,  E.'.  Sir  Fred  C.  Winslow,  who  passed  to  his  eternal 
rest  on  the  preceding  10th  of  October;  twenty  Past  Grand  Commanders, 
thirty-one  Grand  Representatives,  including  Sir  James  G.  Elwood,  from 
Mississippi,  about  seventy-five  Past  Commanders  and  Representatives 
from  sixty-five  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

A  beautiful  invocation  by  Grand  Prelate,  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Parker, 
was  a  feature  of  the  opening. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  full,  well  written  and  interest- 
ing resume  of  a  successful  administration.     We  excerpt  the  opening : 

Partially  regretful,  altogether  content,  I  arise  as  a  valedictorian,  to 
lay  before  you  a  summary  of  the  doings  of  the  Grand  Commander  during 
the  past  year.  Many  of  the  lines  which  crowd  the  long  record  are  writ- 
ten with  a  light  heart;  some  amid  the  emblems  of  mourning;  all  are 
penned  with  a  consciousness  of  the  charm  which  such  a  retrospect  must 
cast  upon  any  appreciative  mind. 

A  spirit  of  activity  dominated  the  entire  year.  I  have  found  my 
office  a  busy  one,  but  capably  to  serve  this  Grand  Body  and  Order  has 
been  my  sincere  endeavor,  my  first  desire.  However  indifferent  the  suc- 
cess achieved,  at  least  I  have  striven  to  discharge  every  official  duty  with 
an  honest  purpose  and  singleness  of  heart  for  tlie  prosperity  of  your  af- 
fairs committed  to  mv  hands. 

Every  hope  has  not  been  realized,  nor  every  expectation  fulfilled. 
When  and  where  has  it  not  been  so?  Still  we  have  felt  the  strong  cur- 
rent of  progress,  upon  whose  broad  bosom  the  matters  of  the  wide  world 
are  now  sweeping  on,  and  despite  all  failures,  disappointments  and  even 
disaster,  we  have  been  able  to  comprehend  that,  He  who  sitteth  in  the 
heavens  can  overrule  all  to  His  righteous  purpose,  and  wisely  ordain  that 
the  ultimate  good  of  the  universe  shall  be  the  consummation  of  all  the 
vicissitudes  of  time. 
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Eloquent  and  merited  tribute  was  paid  to  the  virtues  and  memory  of 
the  Knighly  dead,  both  of  his  own  and  sister  Jurisdictions  ;  among  the 
former  the  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  and  then  Past  Grand  Comman- 
ders, and  among  the  latter  our  own  beloved  brothers,  Power  and  Starling. 
Peace  to  the  ashes  of  each  and  all  of  them.  May  we  meet  them  in  that 
"  upper  and  better  country."  Portraits  of  the  deceased  Grand  Officers 
and  the  presiding  Grand  Commander,  and  also  of  Brothers  Power,  Speed, 
et  als.  find  place  in  the  pamphlet.  His  decisions  were  sound  and  his 
dispensations  for  proper  purposes.  He  devotes  much  space  to  the  Tri- 
ennial at  Louisville.  There  were  present  on  that  occasion  933  Knights, 
410  ladies  and  209  musicians  from  Illinois ^-total  1552.  That  beats 
Mississippi  all  hollow.  Illinois  Templars  honored  themselves  and  hu- 
manity by  their  active  participation  in  the  local  obsequies  of  our  loved 
and  lost  President,  Sir  AVm.  McKinley,  full  report  of  which  was  made  in 
the  address. 

He  recommended  an  appropriation  of  $500  to  their  orphanage  which 
was  made. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and,  mostly  of  local  interest.  Peace 
prevails.    The  Order  is  prosperous,  its  growth  vigorous  and  healthy. 

Treasury  contains  a  balance  of  $7,614.77.  Total  membership  of  9,842 
— a  gain  of  256. 

Our  good  friend  and  brother  John  Corson  Smith,  the  celebrated  Ma- 
sonic tramp,  writer  and  all  round  cemented  brick  is  the  paternal  ancestor 
of  the  correspondence  report  which  is  good  reading  from  end  to  end.  It 
covers  eighty-four  pages  and  considers  nearly  all  the  doings  of  the  Tem- 
plar world  in  his  usual  entertaining  and  instructive  style.  Mississippi 
at  Water  Valley  has  full  and  pleasant  notice.  He  expresses  surprise  at 
the  large  attendance  in  so  small  a  jurisdiction.  Says  of  Brother  Jones' 
address  that  "it is  a  good  report  of  duties  well  performed."  We  also 
copy  these : 

Portraits  appear  in  proceedings  of  Sir  Knights  Harry  T.  Howard,  R.'. 
£.*.  Grand  Commander;  Gideon  Warren  Cox  and  William  Starling,  Past 
Grand  Commanders,  the  two  latter  deceased,  and  as  an  introduction  to 
correspondence,  an  excellent  likeness  of  the  genial  DeLap.  No  one  for 
one  moment  could  be  brought  to  believe  that  so  genial  a  frater  could 
write  such  stinging  criticisms  with  a  pen  dipped  in  such  bitter  fluid  and 
yet  without  malice.  There  is  not  an  unkind  thought,  a  vindictive  wish 
or  malicious  desire  in  vein  or  fibre  of  the  make  up  of  Sir  Knight  DeLap. 
He  is  simply  sincere,  has  a  strenuous  way  of  expressing  himself,  which 
may  not  at  all  times  be  for  the  best,  but  to  do  otherwise  would  be  decep- 
tion in  DeLap.  To  know  Sir  Knight  George  is  to  know  a  true  Templar, 
to  know  a  sincere  advocate  of  all  that  stands  for  the  good  of  Christian 
Knighthood — to  love  him.  Mississippi  Templars  have  many  who  in 
their  daily  teachings  illustrate  the  virtues  of  our  Order,  as  a  John  L. 
Power,  a  Fred  Speed,  a  Rev.  Irvin  Miller  or  P.  M.  Savery,  and  many 
others  we  could  name. 

All  of  which  is  appreciated.  We  also  excerpt  this  reference  to  our 
beloved  Brother  Power : 
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JOHN  LOGAN  POWER.  GRAND  RECORDER  FOR  THIRTY-ONE  YEARS. 

Colonel  Power  served  all  the  Masonic  Grand  Bodies  of  Mississippi  as 
Secretary  until  the  morning  of  September  24,  1901,  wlien  at  12:30  o  clock 
his  spirit  took  its  flight  from  his  frail  body  and  the  ^'Kingdom  of  God  " 
liad  come  to  him.  Advised  by  wire  we  took  an  immediate  train  and  ar- 
rived at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  in  time  to  participate  in  the  last  sad  rites 
to  be  performed  over  the  remains  of  Mississippi  s  Secretary  of  State,  na- 
ture's nobleman  and  the  first  in  rank,  as  he  was  in  act  and  deed,  its  best 
known  philanthropist.  Thousands  assembled  to  honor  his  memorv. 
The  state  capitol  and  many  dwellings  and  business  houses  were  heavily 
draped  with  the  habiliments  of  mourning.  The  governor  and  state  offi- 
cers, state  national  guard,  firemen,  inmates  of  the  state  institutions,  mu- 
nicipal officers,  the  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of  Pythias  and  other  fraternal 
associations  gathered  in  his  honor.  The  craftsmen  assembled  from  far 
and  near  and  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  escorted  by  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  Knights  Tem- 
plar, the  remains  of  our  departed  brother  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  beauti- 
ful cemetery  at  Jackson,  September  25, 1901. 

Following  the  regular  report  we  find—"  Masonic  Rambles  in  Amer- 
ica," which  will  be  an  interesting  part  of  the  book  we  hope  to  see  in  print 
in  the  near  future,  profusely  illustrated,  containing  pictures  of  Ma- 
sonic Temples  in  several  of  the  larger  cities,  also  of  public  buildings  in 
Vicksburg  and  a  flattering  portrait  of  our  animated  Masonic  structure, 
Fred  Speed.  We  clip  the  following,  being  a  part  of  his  account  of  his 
visit  to  Mississippi : 

The  week  following  in  company  with  Brother  Speed  and  several  mem- 
bers of  W.  H.  Stevens  Lodge  we  left  for  Water  Valley  to  attend  the  con- 
clave of  Grand  Commandery.  Colonel  Power  and  one  hundred  or  more 
Sir  Knights  joined  us  at  Jackson  and  all  journeyed  two  hundred  miles  to- 
gether. At  Water  Valley  we  put  up  at  the  only  hotel  in  the  town  and 
slept  three  in  a  bed.  It  was  amusing  and  yet  enjoyable,  as  all  were  good 
natured  and  the  best  was  done  for  us  that  could  be  in  so  small  a  place. 
The  hotel  was  new,  locks  were  on  all  the  doors,  except  the  one  to  the 
room  in  which  the  Judge  and  I  slept,  but  not  a  key  to  be  found  in  all  the 
house.  Electric  lights  had  but  recently  been  put  in  and  the  globes  were 
dangling  from  long,  loose  looped  up  wires,  which  were  in  the  way  and 
proved  an  annoyance.  For  a  small  Templar  jurisdiction  as  Mississippi 
the  attendance  of  Sir  Knights  was  large,  being  250  or  more,  which  at- 
tracted my  attention.  On  asking  the  reason  I  was  informed  that  upon 
the  close  of  the  Grand  Commandery  there  was  to  be  a  meeting  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  the  temple  of  which  was  on  wheels,  meeting  in  various 

garts  of  the  state.    This  brought  man^^  Sir  Knights,  not  officers  of  their 
dmmanderies,  who  with  forty  wandering  bedouins  captured  upon  the 
Libyan  desert,  helped  make  the  large  attendance. 

There  were  dancing  dervishes,  praying  dervishes,  singing  dervishes 
and  Bektasiii  dervishes  who  from  their  residence  back  in  the  desert  had 
never  seen  electric  lights  and  to  see  their  various  efiorts  to  extinguish 
those  lights  was  amusing.  One  Arab  from  away  back  of  the  pyramids 
having  vainly  tried  to  blow  out  a  light  tied  his  silk  scarf  around  the 
globe  and  retired.  But  it  was  no  use,  he  could  not  go  to  sleep  as  the 
light  shown  through  the  scarf.  An  idea  came  to  him,  such  an  idea  as 
could  only  emanate  in  the  brain  of  a  bedouin,  and  taking  the  wire  he 
undid  the  loop,  put  the  globe  in  the  dressinff  case,  which  he  closed  with 
a  praver  to  Allah  for  the  liappy  thought,  and  rolling  himself  in  bis  camel 
•kin  laid  him  down  to  sleep. 
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The  grand  conclave  was  largely  attended,  was  harmonious  and  en- 
thusiastic. 

The  next  day  we  journeyed  by  train,  *^  special  HMied,**  to  Oxford, 
distance,  seventeen  miles;  time,  three  hours!  where  we  spent  several 
days  in  attendance  upon  Grand  Council  Royal  and  Select  Masters, 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  Order  of  High  Priesthood,  and  Grand  Lodge 
A.  F.  and  A.  M.  The  sessions  of  these  grand  bodies  were  largely  at- 
tended, the  business  well  conducted  and  legislation  interesting.  I  was 
presented  in  each  grand  body,  cordially  received  and  warmly  welcomed. 

During  our  stay  in  Oxford,  Brothers  Speed,  Burkitt  and  myself  were 
the  guests  of  Brother  and  Mrs.  G.  R.  Hill,  whose  home  comforts  we  much 
enjoyed,  regretting  when  the  time  came  to  say  good-bye. 

Brother  Hill  is  the  clerk  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  for  the 
northern  district  of  Mississippi,  and  at  his  home  we  met  Brother  M.  A. 
Montgomery,  a  native  and  former  resident  of  Charleston,  Illinois,  whom 
we  had  known,  and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  renew  the  acquaintance.  Brother 
Montgomery  is  the  United  States  Attorney  for  the  same  district  and  is 
favorably  known  and  appreciated  in  that  part  of  the  state,  as  was  at- 
tested in  his  journeyings  over  the  sands  of  the  Libyan  desert  at  Water 
Valley.  There  seemed  to  be  a  Shriner  from  every  county  in  his  judicial 
district  present  and  consequently  Brother  Montgomery  had  as  many 
trackless  paths  to  take  over  the  hot  sands  as  there  were  counties  repre- 
sented and  he  took  them  as  a  good  lUinoisian  would,  and  the  boys  en- 
joyed it. 

Among  the  brethren  we  met  were  many  well-known  in  Illinois. 
We  recall  the  genials  George  DeLap,  J.  L.  Spinks,  P.  M.  Savery,  Frank 
Burkitt,  T.  B.  Franklin,  Gus  J.  Bahin,  Rev.  Irvin  Miller,  and  many 
others. 

On  reciving  copy  of  proceedings  of  grand  bodies  I  find  the  honors 
extended  me  are  recorded,  also  of  portrait  and  extracts  of  my  address,  all 
of  which  is  very  kind. 

We  certainly  enjoyed  his  visit  and  will  be  glad  to  see  him  again. 
R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Hiram  H.  Green  is  Grand  Commander ;    Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 


K  A  N  S  A  S— 1  901. 

The  Thirty-second  Annual  was  held  in  Salina,  May  14th.  There 
were  in  attendance : 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Perry  M.  Hoisington,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Thomas 
J.  Anderson,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand  OflScers;  seven  Past 
Grand  Commanders ;  twenty  Grand  Representatives,  and  Delegates 
from  thirty-six  Subordinate  Commanderies,  together  with  sixty-four 
Past  Commanders.    A  goodly  array  for  a  thirty-two-year-old — surely 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  up  to  the  usual  standard  of 
these  papers,  in  Kansas,  which  is  praise  enough.  We  excerpt  from  his 
opening : 

So  I  am  happy  to  greet  you  all.  The  gray-haired  soldiers  whose  wis- 
dom and  devotion  laid  the  foundations  of  this  Grand  Coramandery,  and 
whose  ranks,  alas!  are  thinning;  the  robust  men  of  a  younger  generation 
upon  whose  shoulders  must  fall  the  duties  of  the  hour,  and  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  future  ;  the  honored  guest  who  comes  as  the  embodiment 
of  our  national  authority,  and  whom  w^e  delight  to  honor  for  himself  as 
well ;  and  lastly,  the  stranger  who  may  be  within  our  gates  this  day,  I 
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greet  you  all,  and  trust  we  may  all  draw  from  this  convention  some  im- 
pulse which  will  make  us  better  men,  and  which  may  abide  with  us  until 
time  shall  be  no  more. 

Eloquent  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  magnanimous  dead 
both  in  the  address  and  in  the  able  and  eloquent  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Necrology  of  whicli  Past  Grand  Commander  Will  C.  Chaffer  was  chair- 
man. He  reported  that  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  of  Kansas  had 
contributed  $1,164.50  for  relief  of  Galveston  sufferers,  which  was  very 
liberal. 

He  made  but  one  decision,  which  we  quote : 

Query:  The  proper  authorities  having  requested  the  local  Com- 
mandery  to  lay  the  corner-stone  of  a  new  court  house,  the  Commander 
wrote  asking  if  a  dispensation  would  be  granted  to  perform  the  cere- 
mony. 

Decision :  The  Masonic  ceremony  of  laying  a  foundation  stone  is  one 
of  the  so-called  *'  ancient  ceremonies  of  the  Order, ''  and  by  immemorial 
custom  is  performed  only  by  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Ma- 
sons of  the  country,  province  or  state  where  the  public  building  is  to  be 
erected.  There  is  nothing  in  Templarism  bearing  symbolically  on  the 
builder's  art,  and  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  no  ritual  extant  providing 
for  the  performance  of  this  ceremony  by  a  Com  mandery.  The  authority 
can  not  be  given. 

While  we  can  see  no  harm  in  granting  the  request,  his  conclusion  as 
to  the  proper  body  to  perform  the  duty,  or  ceremony,  is  beyond  dispute. 

He  granted  the  usual  batch  of  dispensations  to  ballot  out  of  time. 
Peace  prevails  and  prosperity  abounds.  The  paper  is  short,  but  brevity 
is  the  soul  of  wit. 

PROCEEDINGS. 

Were  mostly  of  local  import  and  interest.  Grand  Treasurer's  report 
shows  that  he  holds  a  cash  balance  in  hand  of  $1,922.17.  Grand  Re- 
corder, increase  of  253  ;  decrease  206— a  net  gain  of  50,  and  a  total  mem- 
bership of  3361. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  appropriations  amounting  to 
$1,928.06.  Among  other  items  we  find :  Grand  Commander's  salary  $100; 
Committee  on  Correspondence  $100,  and  a  limit  to  his  report  to  100 
pages.  Kansas  Correspondence  reports  have  heretofore  been  quite  vol- 
umnious,  but  always  able  and  interesting.  The  one  before  us  is  the 
handiwork  of  R.\  E.*.  Sir  Wm.  M.  Shaver,  covers  but  seventy-six  pages 
and  briefly  reviews  the  minutes  of  forty-two  Templar  Grands,  our  own 
for  1900  getting  two  pages  and  a  half,  nearly. 

While  our  brother's  report  is  a  trifle  brief,  it  is,  still,  an  excellent 
and  able  paper.    Under  California  we  find  this  : 

The  condition  of  affairs  in  one  Commandery  is  deplorable.  With  a 
a  membership  of  eighty,  a  good  average  attendance,  officers  well  drilled 
and  zealous,  excellent  paraphernalia,  and  in  good  financial  condition, 
no  work  has  been  possible  for  nearly  four  years,  some  member  beins  de- 
termined secretly  to  prevent  the  admission  of  any  one.  Tlie  Grand  Com- 
.  mander  recommended  an  inquiry  and  possibly  some  action  by  the  Grand 
Commandery.  The  Committee  on  Reports  of  Grand  Officers  recom- 
mended the  appointment  of  a  special  committee  to  confer  with  the  rep* 
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resentatiyes  of  the  coinmaudery,  and  to  *'  devise  ways  and  means  to  ter- 
minate existing  conditions, ''  and  if  unable  to  report  at  present  session 
that  it  be  continued  with  power  to  act. 

A  committee  consisting  of  three  Grand  Officers  and  two  Past  Grand 
Commanders  was  appointed,  but  they  later  reported  their  ''inability, 
from  present  conditions,  to  recommend  any  decided  action, "  and  the 
committee  was  ''continued  indefinitely." 

As  a  rule  in  such  case,  we  think  it  better  to  quietly  await  develop- 
ments ;  the  member  gets  ashamed  of  himself  after  awhile,  although  we 
admit  that  four  years  of  such  conduct  almost  makes  it  look  as  though  he 
was  incorrigible.  A  ^ood  old-fashioned  Methodist  prayer-meeting,  re- 
vival and  love-feast  might  do  good ;  and  we  have  seen  cases  where  the 
arrest  of  a  charter,  and  a  fresh  start  with  objectionable  features  barred 
seemed  really  justifiable. 

We  demur  to  the  "love-feast"  proposition.  An  old-fashioned 
Methodist  love-feast  cannot,  now,  be  had,  as  that  church  has  quit  that 
sort  of  business  and  gone  into  raising  money  for  this,  that  and  the  other 
thing,  while  the  people  are  allowed  to  go  down  to  hell  by  any  route 
they  choose.  Better  try  a  ward  caucus  or  a  war  dance,  after  which  go 
for  the  scalp  of  the  black-baller. 

Brother  Shaver's  attention  to  Mississippi  is  quite  full,  very  courteous 
and  fraternal.  He  quotes  from  report  of  Revision  Committee,  and  also 
from  that  of  the  Law  Committee,  but  without  comment. 

We  excerpt : 

In  the  Grand  Commander's  report  of  commissions  issued  to  Grand 
Representatives,  we  note  that  mention  is  made  of  one  issued  to  Sir  Chas. 
M.  Jones,  of  Wichita,  as  Grand  Representative  of  Mississippi  near  Kan- 
sas, the  same  bearing  date  of  July  29,  1899,  and  we  also  observe  that  Sir 
Jones'  name  appears  among  the  tabulated  list  of  Grand  Representatives 
in  the  Appendix.  As  we  lail  to  find  the  name  of  Sir  Jones  recorded 
among  the  list  of  distinguished  dead,  we  fear  that  the  memorial  circular 
announcing  the  death  ol  our  beloved  frater,  which  occurred  on  August 
21,  1899,  failed  to  reach  Grand  Recorder  Power. 

Our  good  brother  Power  has,  doubtly,  ere  this,  clasped  hands  with 
Brother  Jones  on  the  banks  of  the  River  of  Life. 
We  also  copy  his  "  Finis :  " 

FINIS. 

In  conclusion,  the  chairman  of  your  committee  would  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  only  question  of  general  interest  under  discupsion  in 
Templar  Jurisdictions  of  the  United  States  is  Section  1,  Title  XXXV, 
Grand  Encampment  Law.  Upon  this  there  is  great  diversity  of  opinion 
among  the  reviewers,  but  how  far  their  expressions  are  personal  and 
how  far  they  reflect  the  opinions  of  their  respective  Grand  Command- 
eries  we  are  unable  to  say. 

Personally  we  believe  in  the  law  and  in  the  rulings  thereunder  of  M.*. 
£.*.  Grand  Master  Lloyd,  but  we  shall  give  this  Grand  Commandery  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  the  question  and  express  its  own  opinion  by  pre- 
senting a  supplemental  report  from  the  Committee  on  Correspondence 
in  open  Conclave. 

The  resolution  was  introduced  and  adopted. 

R.'.  £.'.  Sir  Edward  W.  Wellington  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand 
Recorder  and  Correspondent  as  before. 
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KENTUCKY— 1901. 

The  Fifty-fourth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Lexington,  May  15th. 

The  opening  was  preceded  by  devotional  servires  under  the  "  direc- 
tion of  the  Grand  PrelHte,  Eminent  Sir  Jno.  W.  Landrum. ''  The  ab- 
sence of  the  title,  "  Rev'd,  ^*  indicates  that  the  Grand  Prelate  is  not  a 
preacher  and  be  may  not  be  even  a  lay  member  of  the  church,  and  all 
'this,  if  true,  shows  that  the  Order  in  that  bailiwick  is  ''short''  on  com- 
petent **  Sky  Pilots,  "  and  long  on  aspiring  lay  men.  We  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  meeting  a  Jno.  Landrum  at  Water  Valley  in  1898.  He  hailed  from 
Paducah  Commandery  No.  11  and  we  found  him  to  be  a  genial,  lovable, 
lively,  whole-souled,  handsome,  jolly  Kentuckian,  but  he  was  not  what 
one  would  call  particularly  pious  or  clerical  in  thought  or  action.  Not 
that  he  was  lacking  in  the  bearing,  conduct  and  manners  of  a  Christian 
gentleman,  but  simply  not  what  would  be  considered  an  evangelical 
apostle.  While  the  tailor  frequently  makes  the  man,  it  as  often  happens 
that  the  '*  cloth  "  and  the  Bishop  are  the  only  ones  responsible  for  the 
genesis  of  the  preacher,  which  relieves  tlie  Almighty  as  the  author  of  a 
bungle.  No  doubt  Brother  John  would  make  a  good  preacher  if  the 
*Lord  called  him  to  that  work  and  we  presume  he  filled  the  office  of  Grand 
Prelate  with  honor  to  himself  and  the  satisfaction  of  his  brethren. 

Reverend  W.  H.  Pinkerton  preached  a  good  sermon  from  the  verse  of 
Matthew  24th. 

This  was  followed  by  an  address  of  welcome  by  the  Mayor,  on  behalf 
of  the  city,  and  that  by  one  from  Sir  W.  C.  P.  Breckinridge  on  behalf  of 
of  the  local  Commandery.  Mayor  Duncan  did  well ;  Brother  Breckin- 
ridge held  up  his  end  of  the  log  of  Kentucky  eloquence  without  the 
quiver  of  a  muscle. 

Grand  Prelate  Landrum  then  made  a  few  pertinent  and  appropriate 
remarks. 

A  beautiful  poem  written  by  him,  was  set  to  music  and  sung  during 
the  Conclave.    We  copy : 

*<  THK  8WKBTEST  STOBY  KTER  TOLD. " 

To  Bethlehem  the  wise  men  come  by  night, 

A  little  Star  to  guide  their  steps  aright ; 

They  came  to  search  for  one  they  longed  to  see, 

Whom  God  hath  sent  this  world  of  sin  to  free. 

In  a  lowly  place  they  found  the  one, 

Of  poor  ana  humble  birth,  yet  God's  own  Son; 

Tidings  of  great  toy  the  Angels  bring, 

For  '^Unto  us  this  day  Is  bom  a  King. " 

Bethlehem!    Babe  of  Bethlehem  I 

The  story  of  Thy  birth  will  ne'er  grow  old; 
Bethlehem!     Babe  of  Bethlehem! 

Oh!    That's  the  sweetest  story  ever  told. 

( Repeat. )  • 

The  story  of  the  Christ  that  came  to  save, 

Who  conquered  death  and  triumph'd  o'r  the  grave; 

When  sorely  tempted  yielded  not  to  sin, 

And  taught  us  "  Peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men. " 

A  Savior,  good  and  pure,  from  Heaven  above, 

A  willing  heart  so  full  of  tend'rest  love; 

His  voice  for  us  in  sweetest  prayer  was  raised, 

Oh!   May  His  Holy  Name  be  ever  praised! 
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Sayiorl    Blessed  Savior! 

The  story  o£  Thy  life  will  ne'er  gjow  old; 
Saylor!    Blessed  Savior! 

Oh!    That's  the  sweetest  story  ever  told. 

( Repeat. ) 

The  story  of  His  death  on  Calvary 

Is  one  we've  often  heard  at  mother's  knee; 

His  life  went  out,  His  spirit  to  Its  flight: 

He's  waiting  now  in  robes  of  spotless  white. 

With  anxious  heart  He  bids  the  wand'rer  come 

Into  His  Father'H  House,  the  Christian's  Home, 

Tell  it  softly,  gently,  as  of  old, 

The  dearest,  sweetest  story  ever  told. 

Calvary!    Lamb  of  Calvarv! 

The  story  of  Thy  death  will  ne'er  grow  old; 
Calvary!    Lamb  of  Calvary! 

Oh!    That's  the  sweatest  story  ever  told. 
Calvary !    Lamb  of  Calvary ! 

Thy  birth.  Thy  life.  Thy  death  will  ne'er  grow  old! 
Calvary!    Lamb  of  Calvary! 

Oh!    That's  the  sweetest  story  ever  told. 

Grand  Cominandery  was  then  opened  with  the  following  present: 
R/.  E.'.  Sir  Jno.  Grubbs  Orndorff,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  A.  F.  Bryant, 
Grand  Recorder;  thirteen  PastGrand  Commanders;  twenty-seven  Grand 
Representatives,  and  Representatives  from  twenty-one  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies. 

The  address  is  a  business  paper,  devoted  almost  exclusively  to  mat- 
ters of  local  interest.     We  clip  his  opening  "  chorus :  " 

It  is  the  experience  of  such  as  have  touched  the  '^sear  and  yellow  leaf 
of  life,"  and  this  experience  duly  comes  to  such,  that  *'  this  life  is  a  scene 
of  vanity,  that  soon  passes  away,  and  affords  no  solid  satisfaction  but  in 
the  consciousness  of  doing  well,  and  in  the  hopes  of  another  life.  The 
two  most  precious  things  on  this  side  of  the  grave,  are  our  reputation 
and  our  life.  But  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  most  contemptible  whis- 
per may  deprive  us  of  the  one,  and  the  weakest  weapon  of  the  other.  A 
wise  man,  therefore,  will  be  more  anxious  to  deserve  a  fair  name,  than 
to  possess  it,  and  this  will  teach  him  so  to  live  as  not  to  be  afraid  to 
die. " 

All  of  our  Grand  OfRcers  and  Past  Grand  Officers,  so  far  as  I  am  ad- 
vised, thanks  to  Our  Heavenly  Father,  have  been  preserved  another  year, 
and  are  on  this  side  of  eternity. 

He  issued  thirty-one  dispensations,  all  for  "  rush  work, "  which  was 
all  right.    He  has  this  to  say  of  the  "  Home :  " 

OUR   HOME. 

As  we  labor  for  those  we  love,  and  sacrifice  for  those  most  near  and 
dear,  let  us  ever  keep  in  mind,  as  Templars  and  Masons  of  all  degrees, 
that  pride  of  Kentucky  Free  Masonry,  and  admiration  of  our  Brethren, 
Companions  and  Fraters  abroad,  the  Masonic  Widows'  and  Orphans* 
Home  of  Kentucky,  and  see  that  it  lacks  for  no  good  thing.  The  founda- 
tion of  this  noblest  and  grandest  charity  of  all  the  fraternal  organiza- 
tions extant,  was  laid  in  the  hearts  of  the  craft  years  and  years  ago. 

Its  first  inmates  were  received  just  thirty  years  ago,  and  its  Directors' 
last  report  shows  that  it  had  given  a  home,  protection  and  education  to 
1074  helpless  ones  of  our  faith  ;  and  out  of  an  average  ot  about  250  in- 
mates, only  one  death  in  a  year.  On  and  on  it  goes  to  the  nurture  and 
training  of  waifs,  as  it  were,  to  useful  citizenship.  The  continued  pros- 
perity of  this  institution  is  due  in  a  large  degree  to  the  Indef  Atigable  geft) 
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and  devotion  of  the  several  Boards  of  Directors,  who  from  its  inception 
to  the  present  time,  composed  in  the  main  of  the  best  and  most  success- 
ful business  men  of  the  city  of  Louisville,  almost  all  of  whom  are  Knights 
of  our  Magnanimous  Order,  and  who  have  in  the  past,  and  are  still  mak- 
ing sacrifice  of  their  individual  business  interest  oftimes,  to  advance 
the  interest  of  the  Home.  These  Brethren  and  Fraters,  together  with  the 
Medical  Staff,  and  estimable  Superintendent  and  other  officers  residing 
at  the  Home,  are  entitled  to  the  highest  commendations  of  this  Grand 
Body,  because  they  reflect  great  credit  on  Symbolic,  Capitular,  Cryptic 
and  Templar  Masonry  in  this  Jurisdiction.  Ours  constitutes  tlie  vanguard 
of  this  substantial,  successful  and  enduring  Masonic  Charity,  and  it  is  no 
wonder  that  so  many  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  have  patterned  after  us, 
and  successfully  too,  while  others  still  are  making  preparations  to  succor 
the  needy  of  our  faith. 

Which  is  respectfully  referred  to  Brother  Barckley  et  al. 

Reports  of  Inspecting  Officers  occupy  considerable  space  and  show 
that  the  Order  is  prospering  in  that  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

The  proceedings  were  mostly  of  local  interest. 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  account  shows  a  balance  on  regular  account 
of  $1,169.92.    It  also  shows  collections  of  $9,675,  on  account  of  Triennial. 

We  note  that  a  certain  resolution  was,  ''on  motion,  laid  on  the 
table, "  This  may  be  all  right  in  Kentucky,  but  we  people  down  here, 
think  it  discourteous  to  entertain  a  motion  to  table  in  a  Masonic  or 
Templar  body. 

Total  membership  2395 — a  gain  of  208.    Triennial  boom  ! 

Correspondence  is  the  25th,  26th  or  27th  in  succession  from  the 
head,  heart  and  hand  of  our  good  brother,  Chas.  R.  Woodruff.  Like  the 
balance  of  them,  tiiis  is  a  good  one,  in  which  he  digests  the  minutes  of 
forty-fiveTemplar  governing  bodies,  Mississippi  for  1900  getting  two  and  a 
half  pages  in  which  he  has  pleasant  words  for  all  of  us,  including  this  Com- 
mittee, all  of  which  is  appreciated.  He  says  of  us:  ''He  makes  a 
grave  mistake  in  assuming  that  our  appropriation  for  the  Pittsburg  Tri- 
ennial headquarters  was  entirely  expended  in  the  purchase  of  old  bour- 
bon. " 

We  supposed  that  our  Kentucky  brethren  manufactured  their  own 
bourbon  and  took  it  along  with  them  and  "  assumed  "  that  the  appropria- 
tion had  been  spent  for  doctored  wines,  which  are  infinitely  worse  than 
pure,  old  Kentucky  bourbon.  We  hope  and  believe  that  our  Brother 
Chas.  had  a  good  time  at  the  Triennial. 

R.'.  E.\  Sir  Henry  Theodore  Jefferson  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand 
Recorder  and  Correspondent  as  before. 


LOUISIANA  — 1901. 

The  Thirty-eighth  Annual  was  held  at  New  Orleans,  February  15th. 
There  were  in  attendance  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Graham  Surghnor,  Grand  Com- 
mander; R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Richard  Lambert,  Grand  Recorder;  twelve  Past 
Grand  Commanders;  a  number  of  other  Past  Grand  officers;  nineteen 
Grand  Representatives,  not  including  ours,  and  representatives  from  five 
Subordinate  Commanderies.    Six  of  the  staff  were  absent. 
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The  address  is  a  short  resume  of  an  uneventful  administration  and 
is  confined  to  matters  of  local  interest.    We  copy  his  opening: 

I  esteem  it  as  a  great  privilege  and  pleasure  to  meet  with  you  on  this 
grand  occasion.  It  is  the  thirty-eighth  Annual  conclave  of  our  beloved 
Order,  and  I  extend  to  one  and  all  who  have  assembled  here  my  most 
courteous  and  Kniglitly  greetings,  with  the  hope  that  we  may  be  per- 
mitted to  enjoy  many  such  gatherings  ere  we  start  upon  that  journey  from 
whence  no  traveler  returns. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  prosperity  to  our  country  and  to  our 
beloved  fraternity.  The  close  of  the  year  was  marred  by  the  cyclone  in 
our  neighboring  City  of  Galveston,  which  proved  to  be  the  most  terrible 
catastrophe  in  the  history  of  our  country,  and  one  in  which  many  of  our 
bretheren  met  an  untimely  end.  I  am  proud  to  know  that  the  fraternity 
of  Louisiana  responded  more  than  generously  to  the  cry  of  distress. 

Witli  the  year  1900,  ended  the  ninteenth  Century,  which  has  wit- 
nessed the  growth  of  our  nation  from  infancy  to  sturdy  manhood.  To- 
day at  the  dawn  of  the  twentieth  Century,  it  stands  the  peer  of  any  na- 
tion on  the  earth.  All  thoughtful  people  concede  that  the  new  century 
will  witness  more  marvelous  progress,  and  more  undreamt  of  achieve- 
ments among  mankind  than  in  all  the  past  history  of  the  world.  Ideas 
which  to-day  appear  chimerical  and  the  creature  of  a  disorded  mind  will 
prove  to  be  established  facts.  The  responsibilities  of  men  will  be  in 
proportion  to  this  advanced  civilization  and  progress  and  our  children 
should  be  trained  so  that  they  will  measure  full  stature  with  the  trials 
and  responsibilities  which  they  will  encounter. 

The  material  advancement  of  civilized  man  during  the  past  century 
has  been  ahead  of  and  out  of  proportion  to  his  moral  and  spiritual  de- 
velopment, but  during  this  century  where  he  is  now  weak,  he  should  be 
strengthened,  so  his  energies,  abilities  and  aspirations  will  be  for  the  up- 
lifting and  purification  of  mankind,  that  in  the  end,  all  shall  call  his 
name  Emmanuel,  and  shout  with  one  acclaim,  *'Non  nobis  Domine; 
non  nobis  sed  Nomini  tua  da  Gloriam.'' 

He  issued  a  dispensation  for  a  new  Commandery  at  Hammond,  which 
was  duly  chartered  by  the  Grand  Body. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  also,  local.  Cash  balance  in  the 
treasury,  $491.17.    Total  membership  322 — a  gain  of  eighteen. 

Portraits  of  present  Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Recorder  embel- 
lish the  pamphlet.    They  are  both  fine  and  good  looking  men. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence,  which  shows  that  our  Pelican 
brethren  are  "  short "  on  literature,  and  the  two  portraits  that  they  are 
"  long"  on  art.    Give  us  a  report  next  year  brethren. 

R.".  E.'.  Sir  James  J.  Harper, is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
as  before;  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  R.'.  E.'.  A.  G.  Brice 
and  Grand  Secretary  Lambert,  both  Past  Grands. 


MICHIGAN  — 1901. 

The  Forty-fifth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  May  21st. 
There  were  present:  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Philip T.  VanZile,  Grand  Commander; 
R.".  E.*.  Sir  Hy  L.  Anthony,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  rest  of  the  Grand 
Officers;  fifteen  Past  Grand  Commanders;  forty-nine  Past  Eminent  Com- 
manders and  representatives  from  42  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  is  a  well  written  epitome  of  a  creditable  administration. 
We  excerpt  the  following: 
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In  this  connection  it  may  be  remarked,  as  a  just  criticism,  in  my 
opinion,  in  years  past  that  Templar  Masonry  all  over  the  country  has 
been  too  exclusive.  Knights  Templar  have  failed  to  obey  the  beautiful 
admonition  so  often  given  and  so  much  cherished  by  them,  *'  Let  your 
light  so  shine  before  men  tliat  they,  seeing  your  good'works,  may  glorify 
our  Father  in  Heaven.**  We  have  clothed  the  Order  in  the  greatest  of 
mystery ;  with  so  mysterious  an  air  have  we  guarded  it,  that  we  became 
even  myst^riouH  to  ourselves  as  well  as  to  the  outside  world,  and  as  a  re- 
sult the  interest  flagged  and  the  world  did  not  care  for  us. 

Templar  Masonry,  outside  the  good  it  can  do  in  the  world,  would  not 
be  worth  having;  its  value  is  in  the  uplift  it  gives  to  humanity.  If  its 
objects  and  purposes  are  merely  to  meet  and  do  ritualistic  work  behind 
closed  doors  and  shaded  windows  then  it  is  naught  but  mummery,  and  a 
mummary  that  is  so  selfish  that  the  sooner  it  dies  and  is  forgotten  the 
better. 

Knight  Templarism  has  a  higher  mission  than  this.  Its  monuments 
of  the  past  bespeak  a  more  exalted  work.  It  is,  and  will  continue  to  be 
a  power  in  the  world,  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  its  influence  will  be 
in  proportion  to  its  ability  to  reach  out  from  its  asylums  which  are 
closed  to  the  public,  and  put  its  hands  upon  the  hearts  and  purposes  of 
men  and  show  them,  and  through  them  exhibit  to  the  world,  that  it  is 
indeed  an  institution  founded  upon  that  world-wide.  Heaven-high  foun- 
dation, ''the  Christian  religion  and  the  practice  of  Christian  virtues." 

As  well  might  it  be  said  that  it  would  have  been  better  for  the  great 
Captain  of  our  salvation  had  he  lived  secluded  with  his  twelve  Apostles, 
or  for  the  Church  to  forever  seclude  herself  from  men,  as  that  Knights 
of  the  Temple  should  seclude  themselves  from  the  world,  and  be  wrap- 
ped and  clothed  in  simply  ritualistic  work.  The  Templars,  to  feel  the 
ideals  of  the  Order,  must  let  their  light  shine  not  alone  in  the  valleys 
but  upon  the  mountain  tops.  They  must  let  the  world  know  that  they 
are  a  living  and  breathing  life  and  power  for  good  in  the  world. 

We^  confess  our  inability  to  concur  in  the  proposition  that  we  "  have 
clothed  the  Order  in  the  greatest  of  mystery,  Ac.**  Take  away  the  halo 
of  secrecy  and  mystery  and  it  will  fall  to  bits.  We  would  be  more  than 
glad  to  see  it  fulfill  the  high  mission  or  reach  the  high  plane  the  Right 
Eminent  assumes  to  be  its  privilege  as  well  as  duty.  Referring  to  ''  the 
great  Captain  of  our  salvation,"  we  are  inclined  to  the  belief  that  He 
would  talk  to  us— were  He  bodily  present  among  us — much  the  same 
as  He  did  to  tlie  Scribes,  Pharisees  and  Hypocrites  in  the  xxiii  chapter 
of  Matthew's  Uospel  and  with  equal  justice.  They  made  a  great  parade 
of  (heir  religion  and  the  parade  was  all  there  was  in  it,  and  their  race  is 
not  yet  extinct.  About  every  man  you  meet  is  a  member  of  some  church 
and  thinks  he  has  a  through  ticket  to  the  Heavenly  Jerusalem,  because 
of  that  membership,  but  if  suddenly  called  to  his  account,  he  would, 
no  doubt,  land  at  a  different  port.  The  churches  can  make  enough  dress 
parade  christians  without  any  assistance  from  us. 

He  reported  that  the  sum  of  $806.50  had  been  contributed  to  the  re- 
lief of  Galveston  sufferers  by  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  of  Michi- 
gan. He  granted  a  large  number  of  dispensations  and  all  for  legitimate 
purposes,  save  one,  which  was  of  the  old  Memorial  Day  brand.  In 
extenuation  he  rehashed  the  old  time  rot  about  saving  the  country  from 
the  demnition  bow-wows  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  when  the  fact  is, 
that  God  Almighty  saved  the  country  and  for  a  purpose  and  that  purpose 
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was  to  raise  up  for  Himself  a  united  people  tliat  by  tlie  force  and  moral 
effect  of  its  unity  should  hold  the  balance  of  the  world  in  check.  How- 
ever, "  Ephraim  is  joined  to  idols,  let  him  alone.*' 

His  decisions  were  in  accord  with  the  law  as  it  stands.  The  address 
as  a  whole,  was  a  good  one.  An  excellent  portrait  of  its  author  adorns 
the  pamphlet.  A  kindly  and  intelligent  face.  Proceedings  routine  and 
mostly  of  local  interest.  The  Grand  Recorder's  report  shows  a  total 
membership  of  5,880 — a  net  gain  of  ninety-five.  Total  collections 
$4,769.00. 

Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  cash  balance  on  hand  of  $6,878.12. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology  covers  two  pages  imd  is  an  ele- 
gant and  eloquent  tribute  to  the  Knightly  dead  of  our  country. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  approved  the  dispensations  of  the 
R.*.  E.*.  including  the  "Memorial  Day"  one,  as  being  "in  conformity 
with  sound  Templar  law,  while  the  law  of  the  Grand  Encampment  pro- 
hibits all  such  parades.  We  presume  it  is  all  right,  but  it  seems  like  the 
Grand  Encampment  is  "  short "  on  wund  Temple  law  and  that  the  Wol- 
verines are  "  long"  on  that  commodity. 

Our  good  Brother  Tony  presented  his  third  report  as  Correspondent, 
which  like  the  other  two,  is  a  good  one.  In  it  he  digests  tlie  minutes  of 
forty-five  Templar  Grands  in  142  pages  ;  Mississippi  for  1900  getting  three 
pages.     We  excerpt : 

I  beg  to  urge  upon  every  Templar  who  desires  to  keep  abreast  of  the 
best  Templar  thought  and  opinion,  to  carefully  study  this  report.  Not 
for  anything  I  may  have  said,  but  because  among  its  pages  will  be  found 
the  best  thought  and  noblest  sentiments  emanating  from  prominent 
Templars  throughout  the  United  States.  I  have  not  hesitated  in  every 
instance  to  cull  the  best  sayings  and  now  have  the  pleasure  of  laying 
them  before  you. 

In  which  we  fully  concur. 

His  attention  to  Mississippi  is  full  and  courteous.  He  says  of  Brother 
Cobb's  adddress  that  it  is  a  well  written  document  and  copies  a  couple 
of  paragraphs  to  prove  it.  There  are  "  no  flies  on  "  our  John  S.  We  beg 
pardon  of  the  dudes  among  the  Mutuals  for  using  slang.  He  copies  the 
law  report  on  Dependent  Membership  Law  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
in  full  and  remarks: 

Here  in  Michigan  so  far  we  have  been  able  to  observe,  the  senti- 
ment embodied  in  the  foregoing  is  not  endorsed.  Personally  the  writer 
recognizes  the  fact  that  to  the  Grand  Encampment  is  delegated  ample 
power  and  authority  to  amend  or  alter  any  of  the  statutes  governing  the 
Order,  and  that  each  and  all  of  us  have  solemnly  vowed  that  we  will  re- 
cognize and  obey  such  authority.  We  think  the  Grand  Master  ably  and 
completly  settled  the  whole  question  when  he  said,  "The  law  does  not, 
as  some  suppose;  recognize  or  make  two  classes,  one  privileged  and  ex- 
empted from  the  necessity  of  being  in  good  standing  in  Lodge  and 
Chapter  and  the  other  required  to  be  in  good  standing  in  both.  On  the 
contrary,  it  treats  all  alike  ;  it  is  uniform  and  impartial  in  its  operation." 
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He  has  some  pleasant  words  for  this  Committee  and  puts  us  to  rout 
on  grammar  as  follows: 

Michigan  receives  two  pages  of  kindly  mention  and  we  happily  es- 
cape without  any  castigation.  In  speaking  of  the  custom  of  the  com- 
mittees in  our  Grand  Commandery  conclaves  of  prefacing  their  reports 
by  saying,  **  Your  committee  to  whom"  etc.,  he  criticises  for  using  the 
personal  pronoun  '*whom"  instead  of  the  relative  which,  and  says  he 
considers  it  a  little  shaky  grammatically.  It  is  many  a  long  year  since  we 
laid  aside  our  grammar  and  took  up  the  sterner  study  of  the  daily  life 
of  a  busy  man,  but  we  venture  to  say  that  we  are  correct.  The  words 
*'  to  whom"  refers  to  the  persons  composing  the  committee,  therefore  we 
say  whom,  using  the  personal  pronoun.  If  it  were  an  abstract  quantitv 
having  no  reference  to  persons  we  might  consistently  say  **  which. ^* 
Come  again  Bro.  DeLap,  we  think  we  have  demolished  you  this  time. 

We  pass!  Acknowledge  we  were  wrong  and  beg  pardon.  Don't  see 
how  it  all  happened— but  happened  it  did  and  has.  From  his  conclusion 
we  clip  the  following,  which  teaches  us  something  we  did  not  know,  viz: 
That  "Masonic"  had  been  struck  out  and  "proper"  inserted. 

Again  are  we  pleased  that  the  word  "  masonic"  has  been  stricken 
from  the  law  and  the  word  "proper"  inserted  instead,  thus  leaving  to 
the  sober  judgment  and  sound  opinion  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  each 
Jurisdiction  to  say  what  shall  constitute  a  proper  occasion  for  public  pa- 
rade. A  case  in  point  is  in  our  own  Jurisdiction  during  the  past  year, 
wherein  Grand  Commander  Van  Zile,  granted  his  dispensation  for  6om- 
manderies  to  parade  at  the  unveiling  of  statues  of  some  of  the  heroes  of 
the  Civil  war  at  Hackley  Park  in  the  City  of  Muskegon.  What  more 
holy  or  dignified  duty  can  a  Templar  engage  in  than  thus  doing  honor  to 
the  memory  of  the  veterans  who  carried  our  flag  to  victory  in  those  old 
days. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Charles  R.  Hawley,  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Re- 
corder and  Correspondent  same  as  before. 


MISSOURI— 1901. 

The  Fortieth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  April  23rd. 

Present: 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Reuben  Barney,  Grand  Commfinder;  Sir  W.  H.  Mayo, 

Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  Staff  Officers;  fifteen  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders; twenty-nine  Grand  Representatives;  forty-seven  Past  Com- 
manders, and  fifty-eight  representatives  of  Subordinate  Commanderies. 
The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  comparatively  short,  but  well 
written  and,  locally,  of  much  interest.     We  excerpt  from  his  opening: 

On  the  assembling  of  the  Fortieth  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Knights 
Templar  of  Missouri,  to-day,  under  the  vernal  sunlight  of  a  new  century, 
and  a  new  era  of  fraternity  and  peace,  we  may  review  with  knightly  pride 
the  marvelous  achievements  of  our  beloved  Order  in  the  past,  and  antici- 
pate with  prophetic  assurance  the  magnificent  possibilities  of  the  future. 
iJniversal  fraternity  among  men  has  become  the  rule  and  not  the  excep- 
tion. The  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man  is  no  longer 
an  idea,  but  a  fact.  Standing  in  the  full-orbed  splendor  of  this  new  cen- 
tury, I  may  say  to  you  in  the  languase  of  the  prophet:  "  Arise,  shine  : 
for  thy  light  is  come  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon  thee.  " 
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He  visited,  personally,  eight  of  his  Subordinate  Commanderies.  He 
issued  a  long  list  of  dispensations,  one  of  them  allowing  a  Commandery 
to  be  pious  on  June  3d,  in  lieu  of  Ascension  Day,  and  in  uniform. 

He  made  but  one  decision,  which  we  quote: 

DKCISION. 

The  following  question  has  been  submitted  to  me  for  my  decision  as 
Grand  Commander: 

Question. — What  is  the  standing  of  a  f rater  who  was  expelled  by  his 
Lodge  and  who  appeals  from  the  decision  of  his  Lodge  to  the  Grand 
Lodge.  The  Grand  Lodge  reduces  his  punishment  to  that  of  suspension, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  suspension  the  Grand  Lodee  restores 
him  to  good  Masonic  standing,  but  not  to  membership  in  his  Lodge. 
Does  this  act  of  the  Grand  Lodge  restore  him  to  membership  in  his  Com- 
mandery? 

Ansioer. — The  frater  becomes  a  voluntary  non-affiliate  from  the  time 
of  his  restoration  by  the  Grand,  I^dge,  and  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  does  not  restore  him  to  membership  in  his  Commandery. 

The  ruling  strikes  us  as  a  trifle  drastic,  as  it  makes  a  '*  voluntary 
non-affiliate'' out  of  a  man  who  had  been  kicked  out,  bodily.  He  was 
certainly  a  non-affiliate,  but  not  of  his  own  volition,  as  he  had  fought 
the  case  to  a  finish.  We  move  to  strike  out  the  word  *'  volurUaryf  **  which 
makes  the  decision  accord  with  fact. 

He  pays  tribute  the  "  Masonic  Home,  "  which  was  what  it  deserved. 

PROCEBDINOS. 

Grand  Treasurer  reports  receipts  of  $5,353.75  and  balance  on  hand  of 
$5,361.20. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Home  reports  receipts  from  all  sources,  from 
Oct.  1st,  1900  to  April  Ist,  1901,  of  $20,982.00.  Expenditures  on  account  of 
running  expenses  of  the  home,  for  same  period,  $6,963.88,  and  this  does 
not  include  buildings  and  repairs,  taxes,  insurance,  furniture  and  crock- 
ery, which  amounts  to  $1,281.41.  There  were  at  the  time  in  the  Home 
seventy-five  children  and  thirty-eight  old  people— a  total  of  113  inmates 
and  the  cost  to  maintain  them  for  six  months  was  $67.60  a  head.  Not 
very  extravagant. 

A  lenu;thy  report  on  Necrology  was  made,  in  which  the  name  of  ou'r 
beloved  Brother  Starling  finds  its  appropriate  place. 

A  good  picture  of  the  R.*.  E.'.  makes  an  admirable  frontispiece  to 
the  pamphlet,  which  is  further  adorned  by  one  of  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander Jno.  Ure. — Grand  Commander  1871-1874. 

CORRBSPONDBNCB. 

Is  the  twenty-fourth  report,  in  regular  succession,  from  Grand  Re- 
corder Mayo,  and,  like  the  rest  of  them,  is  a  valuable  contribution  to 
Templar  lore  and  literature.  Brother  Mayo  devotes  a  couple  of  pages  to 
our  proceedings  at  Meridian. 

We  are  sorry  the  Grand  Encampment  did  not  retain  him  as  Grand 
Recorder,  but  that  Body  is  in  the  habit  of  doing  foolish  things  and  we 
are  not  surprised. 

We  copy  his  '*  Conclusion  "  and  statistical  table: 
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CONCLUSION. 

We  have  been  favored  witli  printed  proceedings  of  every  Grand 
Jurisdiction  under  the  Grand  Encampment  K.".  T.*.  IT.  S.  A.  wliich  we 
have  carefully  read,  and  in  a  general  way,  in  the  limited  space  at  our 
command,  given  in  the  foregoing  pages  most  of  the  acts  and  writings  of 
general  interest.  The  Revised  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  so 
successfully  accouiplished  and  unanimously  adopted  at  Pittsburg  in  1898, 
have  by  this  time  been  very  thorou{(hly  digested  and  have  met  with  very 
general  approval,  not  only  by  Executive  Grand  Officers,  Committees  on 
Jurisprudence  and  Grand  Gommanderles,  but  also  by  writers  of  reports 
on  correspondence,  with  a  few  notable  exceptions,  particularly  of  Illinois, 
Ohio  and  Pennsylvania;  yet  their  objections  are  very  thoroughly  and 
logically,  as  well  as  Masonically,  met  and  answered  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter Lloyd's  now  famous  opinion  and  ruling  on  the  subject  of  Non-Affilia- 
tion. In  this  connection  we  commend  a  careful  study  of  our  accompany- 
ing statistical  tai>le,  which  shows  very  plainly  and  forcibly  that  the  gen- 
eral workings  of  the  law  in  compliance  with  the  ruling  of  the  Grand 
Master  has  not  been  detrimental  to  tlve  advancement  and  net  increase  of 
the  Order. 
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♦  The  net  gain  In  Mississippi  for  the  year  1900  was  25.— Acting  Grand  Kbcorper. 
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R.*.  E.'.  Horace  6.  Clark  is  Grand  Conmiander ;  Grand  Recorder  and 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 


MINNESOTA-1901. 

The  Thirty-sixth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Minneapolis,  April 
24th.    There  were  present: 

R.-.  E.'.  Sir  Thos.  W.  Warren,  Grand  Commander;  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Thos. 
Montgomery,  Grand  Recorder;  and  all  the  other  Grand  OflScers,  except 
the  Captain  of  the  Gaard  ;  twelve  Past  Grand  Commanders;  three  other 
Past  Grand  Officers ;  about  forty  Past  Commanders  ;  twenty-four  Grand 
Representatives,  not  including  ours,  and  Delegates  from  twenty-two 
Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  well  written  account  of  his 
stewardship  but  is  devoid  of  general  interest,  to  a  large  extent. 

He  issued  a  dispensation  for  a  new  Commandery  at  New  Ulen  and 
started  it,  in  what  we  hope  will  be  a  successful  life,  with  considerable 
display.  He  made  no  decisions  and  granted  but  few  special  dispensa- 
tions and  these  for  proper  purposes. 

He  visited  and  inspected  quite  a  number  of  his  Subordinates,  had 
pleasant  times  and  found  the  Order  fairly  prosperous.  He  reported  that 
most  of  the  Commanderies  had  been  pious  in  uniform  and  according  to 
Gunter's  tactics,  on  Easter  or  Ascension  Days. 

Galveston  was  relieved  to  the  extent  of  $100  out  of  the  Grand  Treas- 
ury. 

His  portrait  embellishes  the  pamphlet.  He  is  not  as  handsome  as 
our  Brother  Howard,  but  he  is  not  in  fault. 

Proceedings  routine  and  mostly  of  local  interest.  Grand  Treasurer's 
account  shows  disbursements  of  $1,861.76  and  a  cash  balance  in  hand  of 
$2,516.08.  Total  membership  2,739— a  net  loss  of  six.  "  What's  the  mat- 
ter with  Hanna?" 

COKRESPONI>ENCK. 

Covers  forty  pages,  reviews  the  doings  of  only  twenty-seven  Grand 
Jurisdictions,  in  the  courteous  and  modest  style  of  our  good  brother, 
Grand  Recorder  Montgomery,  who  as  usual,  is  its  author. 

There  is  lots  of  information  contained  in  Brother  Thos.'  forty  pages, 
but  he  is  cliary  of  discussions.  Brother  Montgomery's  review  of  Missis- 
sippi at  Meridian,  although  brief,  is  quite  fraternal.  We  appropriate  his 
table  of  statistics,  with  thanks: 
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R.-.  E.-.  Sir  J.  W.  Chnniberliii 
am!  Correspondent  as  before. 


I  Grand  Commander.    Grand  Kecorder 


M  AIMK  — 1901  . 
1  was  lield   in  the  city  of   Portland,   May  iltli. 
e  R.'.  E.'.  .Sir  Albert  M.  Spear.  Grand  Comniaii' 
Berry,  Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  balance  of  the 
staff,  except  the  Standard  and  Sword  Bearerx;  fifteen  Past  Grand  Com- 
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There  were  in  attendai 
der;R.-.  E..  Sir  Stephe 
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inanders,  a  long  list  of  Past  Commanders ;  thirty-one  Grand  Representa- 
tives, including  oar*s,  Brother  Drummond  ;  and  delegates  from  seventeen 
out  of  nineteen  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  elegant  paper.  We  excerpt 
from  his  opening : 

As  you  stand  upon  the  great  Brooklyn  Bridge  suspended  in  mid  air 
and  spanning  East  Kiver  from  side  to  side,  you  observe  two  massive  wire 
cables  extending  from  end  to  end.  A  closer  view  discloses  the  fact  that 
thene  cables  are  composed  of  innumerable  strands  of  finer  wire,  woven 
and  interwoven  to  give  them  length  enough  and  strength  enough  to  span 
the  chasm  over  which  tliey  are  to  pass. 

At  either  side  of  this  river  collossal  pillars  of  masonry  rise  high  in 
the  air.  Over  these  pillars  these  cables  are  stretched.  They  are  the  sup- 
ports without  whicii  this  bridge  could  not  even  be  conceived.  Upon 
them  depends  the  whole  structure  over  which  passes  a  countless  mass  of 
humanity  from  day  to  day. 

Like  these  pillars  are  great  epochs  in  human  history,  and  the  lesser 
events  are  but  the  finer  wires,  forming  the  great  cables  of  development, 
over  which  progress  passes  from  one  great  epoch  to  another. 

More  than  two  thousand  years  ago  a  council  of  Athenians  stood  upon 
the  mountain  side  looking  over  the  plains  of  Marathon,  stretching  away 
to  the  coast  of  Attica. 

Beneath  them  was  encamped  the  invading  force  of  a  mighty  empire. 
The  council  adjourned,  a  battle  was  fought  and  the  field  of  Marathon 
marks  a  great  epoch.  Had  the  result  been  difierent  the  world's  history 
would  have  been  changed,  and  that  magnificent  civilization  whose  influ- 
ence has  westward  found  its  way  even  to  the  present  day,  would  have 
been  turned  back  forever. 

In  like  manner  the  association  of  the  nine  men,  who,  in  the  twelfth 
century  at  Jerusaleni,  bound  themselven  together  for  the  protection  of 
the  Holy  Sepulchre,  marks  a  great  epoch ;  for,  from  their  action,  their 
names,  their  deeds,  their  precepts,  has  sprung  into  life  the  magnificent 
order  of  the  Tem.plary  of  to-day,  whose  name  is  a  synonym  of  honor  and 
whose  influence  encircles  the  earth. 

We  would  have  said,  "  magnificent  order  of  the  Temple,"  instead  of 
"  Order  of  the  Templary^^  as  he  puts  it.  We  abominate  the  word  "Tem- 
plary,"  and  dislike  to  see  it  used  at  all.  Of  the  other  condition  of  the 
Order  in  that  Jurisdiction,  he  says : 

In  this  connection,  therefore,  I  wish  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  the 
Subordinate  Commanderies  of  the  state  were  never  in  a  more  prosperous 
condition  than  to-day,  and  the  membership  never  more  alert  to  the  prin- 
ciples oi  the  Order. 

Nearly  every  Commandery  in  the  state  has  a  good  comfortable  home, 
and  some  of  them  live  in  luxury.  But  one  Commadery  has  any  debt,  and 
in  this  case,  the  amount  of  the  liabilities  above  the  assets  are  only 
fllS.Ol. 

Every  other  Commandery  has  in  its  treasury  a  surplus  ranging  from 
$17,000  down  to  a  small  sum,  in  most  cases,  however,  the  amount  being  a 
substantial  asset.    The  membership  has  increased. 

That  $17,000  fellow  leads  us,  a  trifle  in  the  matter  of  assets.  Eloquent 
tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  merit  of  the  Knightly  dead.  His  de- 
cisions were  sound  in  law  and  good  judgment.    His  dispensations  were, 
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generally,  for  sensible  objects.    Ue  reported  liberal  contributions  by  the 
Templars  of  Maine  to  the  Galveston  suflferers.    We  are  not  surprised. 

We  clip  from  his  "  Conclusion :" 

1  once  saw  Helen  Kellar,  then  a  little  girl,  deaf,  dumb  and  blind  from 
birth.  She  had  never  heard  the  voice  of  kind  men  or  gentle  women  ;  nor 
the  chant  of  the  little  birds ;  nor  the  murmur  of  the  rippling  brook ;  she 
had  never  uttered  speech  to  her  little  companions  nor  spoken  a  word  to 
the  kind  animals  so  fond  of  a  child's  caress ;  she  had  never  seen  the  sweet 
smile  of  a  human  face,  nor  the  glitter  of  the  shining  stars ;  nor  the  glory 
of  the  silvery  moon  ;  nor  the  majesty  of  the  mountain  top ;  nor  the 
beauty  of  the  land  and  sea ;  yet  some  mysterious  power  was  able  to  pen- 
etrate those  barricaded  senses  and  fill  her  little  soul  with  a  perfect  con- 
ception of  all  the  beauties  of  life  and  nature. 

Who,  but  that  God,  in  whom  every  Knight  Templar  must  believe, 
could  have  made  those  Islind  eyes  to  see,  those  silent  lips  to  speak  and 
those  dumb  ears  to  hear?  From  what  other  source  can  emanate  that 
mystic  influence  which  surrounds  the  true  Templar,  and  quickens  his 
sense  of  a  true  appreciation  of  the  soul  and  spirit  of  the  Order. 

Proceedings  routine  and  mostly  of  local  interest. 

Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash  balance  in  hand — General  Fund, 
12,190.64.    Triennial  Fund  $406.36. 

Grand  Recorder's  report  contains  about  four  lines  in  which  he  says, 
that  he  has  nothing  to  say.  They  indulged  in  Fiftieth  Anniversary  Sup- 
per. Speeches  were  made  by  our  young  friends,  Drummond,  Berry  and 
others — a  feast  of  fat  things,  no  doubt.  A  portait  of  that  Nestor  of  Ma- 
sonic Jurisprudence,  Brother  Josiah  H.  Drummond  makes  a  magnificent 
frontispiece  to  the  pamphlet.  "  May  his  life  be  prolonged  and  his  years 
as  many  generations." 

Total  membership  3,590— a  gain  of  108. 

Our  Brother  Berry  digests  the  transactions  of  forty-five  Templar  Leg- 
islatures in  an  excellent  report  of  fifty-five  pages,  including  Mississippi, 
for  1900  and  1901.  His  attention  to  Mississippi  is  rather  full  and,  as  usual 
with  Stephen,  is  non-commital.  He  reports  nearly  all  we  did,  at  both  ses- 
sions without  comment,  except  to  quote  a  little  scripture  at  this  commit- 
tee, after  clipping  some  of  our  chaste  and  somewhat  elegant  remarks  on 
the  saving  efficacy  of  morality.  We  confess,  however,  that  we  cannot 
reconcile  the  passage  quoted  with  the  matter  under  consideration.  Will 
our  Brother  Stephen  rise  and  explain  ? 

The  ^'intelligent  compositor"  has  led  him  and  others  into  error  by 
printing  the  statement  that  our  report  for  1900  is  our  twentieth  and  that 
of  1901  our  twenty-sixth  ! 

We  clip  his  "  Conclusion  "  which  is  distressingly  but  characteristi- 
cally brief: 

Our  task  is  ended  and  the  sun  is  set.  The  woods  on  the  farther 
shores  are  a  dark  mass  of  shadow.  The  yachts  and  vessels  at  anchor 
have  set  their  night  signals.  The  fort  has  fired  the  evening  gun.  The 
boys  in  the  row  boats  are  pulling  in  to  the  moorings.  A  soft  cool  breath 
comes  blowing  over  the  water  to  temper  the  glowing  heat.  Night  Com- 
eth, and  with  it  that  mo^t  gracious  gift  to  mortals,  Sleep. 
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R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Clayton  J.  Farrington  Ib  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Re- 
corder and  Correspondent  as  before. 

We  are  much  indebted  to  Brother  Berry  for  appreciated  kindnesses 
and  beg  to  express  our  grateful  thanks. 


MARYLAND  — 1900. 

Tlje  Thirtieth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  November 
22nd.     Present : 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Lewis  Hy.  Uhrig,  Grand  Commander;  E.".  Sir  John 
Hy.  Miller,  Grand  Recerder  ;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers  save  the  Junior 
Warden  and  Inspector;  nine  Past  Grands  ;  nineteen  Grand  Representa- 
tives, including  ours,  and  Representatives 'of  twelve  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies,  besides  a  long  list  of  Past  Commanders. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  short,  well  written  and  devoted 
to  matters  of  local  interest.  His  dispensations  were  unimportant.  He 
made  no  decisions.  He  reports  the  Order  in  a  healthy  and  satisfactory 
condition.  His  portrait  makes  an  elegant  frontispiece  to  the  pamphlet. 
A  kind,  intellectual  and  pleasant  phiz.  The  Grand  Recorder  reports  a 
net  gain  of  four  and  a  total  membership  of  1,251.  Grand  Treasurer  re- 
ports a  cash  balance  of  $1,207.76.  Other  proceedings  routine  and  local. 
A  portrait  of  the  present  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Graham  Duke- 
hart,  adorns  the  pamphlet.    Another  good  face. 

Past  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Jno.  H.  Miller  occupies  108  pages  with 
his  excellent  report  on  correspondence  in  which  he  digests  the  transac- 
tions of  nearly  all  the  governing  bodies  of  Templary,  in  his  usual  court- 
eous and  instructive  style,  Mississippi  for  1900  among  the  number.  Un- 
der California  we  line  these : 

He  also  objects  to  having  wine  at  the  banquets.  This  is  surprising 
to  us  of  the  East,  as  we  seldom  object  to  a  glass  of  good  wine,  such  as  Cali- 
fornia can  furnish,  as  it  will  not  intoxicate  wlien  taken  in  moderation, 
and  gentlemen  should  always  drink  in  moderation ;  but  we  do  object  to 
the  use  of  the  so  called  wines,  that  are  mere  imitations  and  consist  mostly 
of  drugs.  We  seldom  drink,  although  we  enjoy  a  glass  of  good  wine, 
such  as  we  got  at  Golden  Gate  Commandery's  headquarters  in  St.  Louis 
in  1886,  because  we  prefer  to  take  our  drugs  under  the  advice  of  our  phy- 
sician. However,  we  do  protest  against  the  display  made  by  one  of  the 
Commanderies  of  the  Pacific  coast,  which  advertises  at  every  Triennial 
Conclave  to  give  away  pure  fruits  and  wines  to  all  who  visit  their  head- 
quarters. We  have  had  frequent  invitations  to  visit  this  Commandery's 
headquarters,  but  never  availed  ourself  of  the  opportunity  until  the  Tri- 
ennial in  Boston  in  1895,  when  we  went  around  to  please  our  son,  a  young 
man  of  twenty;  got  into  the  crowd  unconsciouslv,  or  rather  the  crowd 
got  around  us  and  were  gradually  pushed  up  to  the  door,  where  we  met 
two  Sir  Knifshts,  one  of  whom  was  a  perfect  gentleman.  We  went 
through  the  door,  because  we  had  to,  as  we  could  not  fly  over  the  heads 
of  the  crowd,  while  our  son  at  the  request  of  the  gentleman  held  the 
door  for  a  moment  and  for  his  politeness  was  seized  by  the  other 
Knight  Templar  and  handled  quite  roughly  before  we  could  rescue  him. 
The  boy  took  the  matter  very  coolly,  while  we  got  a  little  warm  and 
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would  have  left  had  we  been  able  to  get  througii  tlie  crowd  whicli  blocked 
the  street.  After  everything  had  been  explained  we  went  inside  and 
were  surprised  to  find  nobody  but  the  attendants  and  ourselves  while 
the  crowd  outside  was  being  crushed  and  having  its  clothes  torn  in  its 
eflforts  to  get  in.  We  were  handed  some  fruit  and  wine  and  took  a  seat 
to  recover  from  the  fatigue  of  the  effort  we  had  undergone  in  trying  to 
protect  ourselves  while  getting  in,  when  we  were  approached  by  one  of 
the  attendants  who  politely  requested  us  to  leave  so  that  others  might 
come  in.  We  thanked  him  and  left  by  the  rear  entrance,  bidding  fare- 
well to  that  Comniaudery*8  headquarters  forever.  We  had  seen  the  bear 
and  felt  his  hug  and  were  glad  to  escape  with  a  whole  skin. 

Our  Brother  lias  our  sympathy.  Another  case  of  poor  dog  Tray. 
We  regret  that  he  did  not  wade  in  and  clean  out  the  whole  caboodle. 
That  was  a  religious  duty,  which  he  seems  to  have  neglected.  His  atten- 
tion to  Mississippi  is  full,  fraternal  and  exhaustive.  He  has  only  pleas- 
ant words  for  us  and  seems  to  understand  the  character  of  this  com- 
mittee, which  is  really  refreshing. 

There  are  lots  of  real  gems  in  his  report  which  we  would  like  to  clip. 
We  only  have  space  for  a  part  of  his  "  Conclusions  " : 

At  last  our  report  is  done  and  we  are  able  to  breathe  freely  once 
more.  Although  there  is  a  fascination  in  writing  a  Report  on  Corres- 
pondence, yet  the  labor  is  so  great  that  we  feel  considerable  relief  when 
we  can  say:  it  is  finished.  It  is  no  light  task  to  critically  read  about 
10,000  pages  of  proceedings,  statistics,  addresses,  and  the  reports  of  our 
Fraters  of  the  Guild  and  report  intelligently  on  the  same.  Ii  any  of  our 
Fraters  think  so,  let  them  try  it  and  see  if  they  do  not  agree  with  us  be- 
fore they  get  half  through.  Still,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  cross  pens  with  the 
"  bright  lights  "  of  the  Templar  world  and  read  their  comments  on  the 
various  questions  that  arise  in  the  several  Grand  Jurisdictions,  as  it 
takes  off  the  rough  edges  and  brightens  the  intellect  and  removes  the 
cobwebs  from  the  brain  which  a  too  close  application  to  business  is  apt 
to  engender. 

We  have  endeavored  to  give  the  best  opinions  for  and  against  the 
non-affiliation  law  of  the  Grand  Encampment  and  the  interpretation 
thereof  by  the  M.*.  E.*.  Grand  Master,  and,  while  we  are  opposed  to  the 
legislation  and  its  interpretation,  still  we  are  glad  to  see  that  all  have 
loyally  obeyed  the  M.'.  E.*.  Grand  Master  and  accepted  his  interpretation 
of  the  law,  even  when  opposed  to  and  disagreeing  with  the  same. 

We  believe  the  true  inwardness  of  the  act  is,  in  a  measure,  the  fault 
of  the  Eastern  Lodges  and  Chapters  that  have  either  through  inability 
or  carelessness  failed  to  remunerate  the  Pacific  Coast  and  Rocky  Moun- 
tain Lodges  for  the  advancements  they  have  made  to  stranded  brethren 
from  the  central  and  eastern  portions  of  our  great  country  in  the  effort 
to  get  them  home  and  among  friends  again.  This  causes  the  far  Western 
Lodges  so  much  expense  that  they  are  compelled  to  charge  double  and 
tripple  the  amount  of  dues  that  we  of  the  East  are  compelled  to  pay,  and 
this  causes  their  membership  who  can  not  or  are  unwilling  to  pay  such 
large  dues  to  withdraw. 

An  excellent  picture  of  Brother  Miller  is  another  adornment  of  the 
pamphlet.  A  fine  face  and  a  "long  head."  Good  looking,  too.  R.'.  E.** 
Sir  Graham  Dukehart  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondent  aa  before. 
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MASSACHUSETTS    AND    RHODE    ISLAND~1901. 

Ninety-fifth  Semi-Annual— Providence,  May  24th.  R/.  E.'.  Sir  Win- 
thorp  Messenger,  Grand  Commander,  presiding;  all  the  other  Grand 
Officers  were  also  present;  also  eleven  Past  Grand  Commanders. 

Much  space,  in  the  address,  is  used  in  eloquent  and  loving  tribute  to 
to  the  memory  and  merit  of  the  distinguished  dead  of  that  Jurisdiction, 
while  those  of  other  Jurisdictions  are  not  forgotten. 

He  made  several  '^  decisions,  "  all  of  which,  in  our  judgment,  were 
correct.  Among  his  "dispensations''  we  find  several  allowing  Com- 
manderies  to  be  pious  in  uniform  (  which  includes  the  sword  )  with  ban- 
ners but  without  muMic  on  Sunday  and  other  holy  days.  Why  bar  the 
music?  There  will  be  plenty  of  that  in  heaven,  but  no  stvords!  The 
w^eapons  of  our  warfare  are  spiritual,  not  carnal :  Neither  the  Blue 
Lodge  nor  its  Templar  escort  approached  God's  Home,  on  the  occasion 
referred  to,  in  a  proper  spirit;  nor  under  the  smile  of  approval  of  God, 
Who  is  a  Spirit  and  Who  must  be  "  worshiped  in  Spirit  and  in  truth." 
It  is  commendable  to  go  to  church,  but  useless,  as  a  means  of  grace,  when 
we  go  under  banners,  fiashy  uniforms  and  arms. 

The  Ninety-fifth  Annual  was  held  in  Boston,  Oct.  30th,  with  the  same 
officers  and  Past  Grand  Commanders  present,  plus  one  of  the  latter,  and 
Delegates  from  forty-six  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  very  long  and,  aside  from  the 
Necrological  portion  of  it,  is  confined  to  local.  Under  Necrology  we  find 
the  following  notice  of  the  death  of  our  beloved  Brother  Power. 

Eminent  Sir  John  Logan  Power,  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Mississippi,  died  September  24, 1901,  at  his  home  in  Jackson, 
Miss.,  at  the  age  of  67. 

A  poor  fatherless  Irish  lad,  he  landed  in  this  country  penniless,  and 
made  his  way  to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  where  he  learned  the  art  preservative. 
Having  mastered  its  details,  the  year  1854  found  him  in  New  Orleans, 
and  shortly  in  Jackson  Miss.,  where  he  lived  and  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  There  he  established  himself  as  an  editor  and  publisher,  his 
ready  pen  being  ever  in  demand. 

He  attained  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  civil  war,  having  been  ap- 
pointed, under  an  act  of  the  Confederate  congress,  a  superintendent  of 
army  records. 

He  was  secretary  of  the  constitutional  convention  in  Mississippi  in 
1866,  and  of  other  conventions  innumerable.  He  was  elected  and  re- 
elected state  printer  for  six  successive  ^ears,  first  in  1875.  Six  years  ago 
he  was  elected  Secretary  of  State,  and  it  is  claimed  that  he  was  the  best 
and  most  efficient  officer  who  ever  held  that  important  post. 

For  many  years  he  was  superintendent  of  the  PresDyterian  Sunday 
school  at  Jackson,  and  was  also  an  elder  of  that  church,  his  last  attend- 
ance at  church  being  at  a  prayer  meeting  at  which  he  conducted  the  ser- 
vice in  the  absence  of  the  pastor. 

And  this  in  reference  to  the  untimely  death  of  our  well-loved  Presi- 
dent: 

In  connection  with  our  immediate  Roll  of  Honor,  and  with  reference 
to  the  annexed  General  Order  of  the  Grand  Master  promulgated  Septem- 
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ber  14th,  in  memoriam  of  President  McKinley,  I  cannot  forbear  to  place 
upon  this  record  the  appreciation  of  the  deep  and  abiding  loss  our  nation 
and  our  noble  fraternity  sustained  in  his  wicked  assassination. 

In  the  very  prime  of  his  splendid  manhood,  at  the  very  pinnacle  of 
his  fame,  in  the  hour  of  ripest  achievement  and  richest  promise,  when 
peace  and  prosperity  seemed  nearest  fulfillment,  the  assassin,  defying  the 
law  which  placed  its  gracious  protection  about  him,  fired  the  fatal  shot 
which  sent  a  third  martyred  chief  magistrate  to  an  untimely  end. 

All  hearts  were  melted  in  universal  sorrow,  a  thrill  of  unutterable 
horror  convulsed  all  nations,  and  the  Christian  world  honors  his  mem- 
ory with  its  grateful  tribute  of  affectionate  appreciation. 

It  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  he  was  early  attracted  by  the  lofty 
tenents  and  beautiful  doctrines  of  this  Ancient  and  Honorable  Frater- 
nity. Pureminded,generou8,kind,con8iderate,  tender,  and  charitable, in 
heart  and  soul  he  was  a  thorough  Mason,  a  lovable  Companion,  a  most 
chivalric  Sir  Knight. 

While  the  world  mourns  him  as  a  citizen  and  ruler,  we  mourn  him 
as  Brother  and  Sir  Knight;  and  shall  ever  hold  him  in  grateful  and  affec- 
tionate remembrance;  an  example  to  emulate,  and  a  memory  that  is 
precious. 

Many  pages  are  devoted  to  the  Triennial,  in  which  we  find  nothing 
of  special  importance. 

His  decisions  were  unimportant,  but  sound  in  law. 

He  issued  lots  of  dispensations  to  parade  on  St.  John's  Day,  June 
24th.  Several  adjoining  states  permitted  the  Massachusetts  Templars  to 
enter  their  bailiwicks  with  arms  and  banners,  which,  as  we  have  before 
observed,  is  too  utterly  reckless  for  any  thing. 

They  still  continue  to  play  at  the  ^*  Pilgrimage  "  game,  with  an  oc- 
casional change  to  **  an  outing, ''  which  is  much  better  and  we  hope  the 
disease  will  spread. 

The  address  is  a  creditable  literary  production,  as  becomes  the  Em- 
pire Jurisdiction  of  the  globe. 

The  proceedings  were  mostly  routine  and  of  local  interest.  The  Tri- 
ennial at  Louisville  cost  them  $1,781.25. 

Cash  balance  in  Treasury,  $6,133.29.  Total  membership  13,368— a 
gain  of  248. 

Our  Rev.  Brother  Rugg  is  again  the  author  of  the  correspondence  re- 
port, which  covers  over  100  pages,  digests  the  transactions  of  forty  Tem- 
plar Grand  Bodies,  and  is  a  good  one. 

His  attention  to  our  pamphlet  is  full,  flattering  and  fraternal.  We 
copy: 

The  proceedings  ( 164  pp. )  are  ornamented  with  three  portraits.  The 
frontispiece  shows  the  attractive  face  of  the  Grand  Commander  elect, 
Sir  Harry  T.  Howard;  opposite  of  page  32  appears  the  presentment  of 
our  dear  Prater,  General  John  Corson  Smith,  of  Illinois,  and  opposite 
the  first  page  of  his  Renort  on  Correspondence  we  may  look  upon  the 
portrait  of  Past  Grand  Commander  E.  G.  DeLap.  The  three  portraits — 
**  Commander,  Representative,  Reporter  " — enhance  the  value  of  the  vol- 
ume whose  pages  we  are  just  now  turning. 

Sorry  we  cannot  agree  with  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  last  sentence. 
Referring  to  Brother  Jones'  remarks  anent  the  Ritual;  be  says ; 
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Our  tiiought  is  quite  otherwise.  To  secure  uniformity  of  work  is 
every  way  desirable.  For  this  there  must  be  an  authorized  standard  ; 
and  in  our  opinion  the  approved  rituals  may  well  be  sent  out,  under  care- 
ful safeguards,  and  in  limited  numbers,  for  the  use  of  Commanderies. 
Only  this  has  been  done,  as  we  are  informed,  nothing  more.  The  (irand 
Encampment  does  not  seem  to  be  blameworthy  in  that  it  has  caused  the 
official  ritual  to  be  made  available  for  general  use. 

His  pleasant  words  of  commentation  of  our  work  are  appreciated. 

We  excerpt  a  part  of  his  '*  Conclusion,  "  in  all  of  which  we  heartily 
concur : 

CONCLUSION. 

But  a  more  profound  feeling  oppresses  us  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  conclusion.  We  have  great  heaviness  of  heart,  in  common  with 
the  people  of  this  country,  who  are  in  mourning  to-day  because  their 
honored  and  greatly  beloved  President  is  dead.  He  was  a  noble  ruler, 
a  patriotic  citizen,  a  friend  of  progress  and  of  humanity,  a  broad- 
minded  and  noble-hearted  man.  Now,  alas!  he  lies  dead  by  the 
assassin's  bullet.  We  stand,  with  the  people  of  all  this  land,  under 
the  shadow  of  a  terrible  bereavement.  The  great  sorrow  brings  us 
closely  together;  as  citizens  we  unite  in  sincere  mourning  for  the  de- 
parted President ;  as  Masons  and  Knight  Templars  we  hold  his  works 
and  worth  in  tender  memory.  He  was  a  member  of  our  cherished  Order, 
and  in  life  and  character  gave  practical  illustration  of  it  chivalric  teach- 
ings. 

The  lessons  and  suggestions  which  appeal  to  us  at  this  hour,  as  we 
consider  the  assassination  of  President  McKinley,  are  of  varied  charac- 
ter. We  make  no  attempt  to  point  them  out,  except  so  far  as  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  perils  which  threaten  our  institutions  and  the  very  life  of 
the  Republic,  growing  out  of  the  spirit  of  unrest,  unbelief,  and  anarchy 
now  so  much  in  evidence. 

To  repress  this  spirit  should  be  the  effort  of  all  good  citizens.  They 
should  stand  together  for  the  maintenance  of  those  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  religious  truth  and  moral  virtue  so  absolutely  essential  to  the  ex- 
istence of  civil  government  and  free  institutions.  To  this  end  they 
should  recognize  the  proposition  that  true  liberty  is  the  very  opposite  of 
license  and  caprice.  It  is  vitally  identified  with  obedience  to  the  law — 
the  law  oC  righteousness,  the  law  of  related  life.  More  than  two  thous- 
and years  ago  one  of  the  Latin  writers,  in  describing  the  condition  of  a 
free  and  prosperous  people,  used  these  words:  "The  republic  must  be 
reared  on  the  basis  of  a  genuine  liberty,  a  liberty  that  consists  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  one's  own  rights,  while  not  interfering  with  the  rights  of  other 
people.  "  This  essential  truth  needs  to  be  stated  and  restated,  taught  in 
the  schools  and  enforced  in  home  instruction,  that  so  there  may  be  a 
willing  acceptance  of  those  restrictions  necessarily  imposed  for  the  com- 
mon welfare. 

We  may  well  rejoice  in  all  institutions  and  forces  conducive  to  the 
good  order  of  society.  Freemasonry  may  be  counted  among  these  forces. 
Its  conserving  tendencies  are  well  known.  It  respects  law  and  author- 
ity, seeking  for  that  best  expression  of  life  which  is  duly  regulated  and 
held  within  just  limitations. 

Templary  is  such  a  power.  It  stands  for  faith,  justice,  and  the  right. 
It  enforces  a  law  of  human  service  broad  as  the  Golden  Rule,  and  grand- 
ly illustrated  by  the  life  of  the  Master  who  "  went  about  doing  good," 
and  whose  word  rings  down  the  centuries  bidding  us  to  be  followers  of 
Him  in  very  deed  and  truth.     He  is  our  Royal  Leader,  as  be  is  the  bind- 
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ing  force  of  that  Brotherhood  which  is  growing  all  the  world  over — the 
inspiration  of  noblest  institutions — the  light  and  life  of  the  world. 

Our  Friend,  our  Brother  and  our  Ix)rd  ! 
What  may  Thy  service  be? 
Not  name,  nor  fame,  nor  ritual  word. 
But  simply  following  Thee ! 

We  have  been  sick  all  day  or  would  devote  more  time  to  our  Eastern 
brethren,  so  they  must  "  take  the  will  for  the  deed.  " 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Geo.  E.  Hilton  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Benj.  W. 
Rowell,  Grand  Recorder,  and  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  and  Rev.  Hy.  W.  Rugg,  Cor- 
respondent. 


NEW    JERSEY— 1901. 

The  Forty-third  Annual — Trenton,  May  14th.  There  were  present: 
Sir  W.  B.  Pugh,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Chas.  Bechtel,  Grand  Recorder; 
fifteen  Past  Grand  Commanders  and  Representatives  from  fourteen  Sub- 
ordinate Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  well  written  business  paper  in 
which,  however,  we  find  nothing  of  general,  or  outside  interest.  He  is- 
sued but  few  dispensations  and  made  no  decisions.  Much  of  the  address 
is  made  up  of  reports  of  Inspecting  Officers.  Proper  tribute  is  paid  to 
the  memory  of  the  Knightly  dead. 

Proceedings  were  of  local  interest  only.  Report  of  Grand  Treasurer 
shows  a  cash  balance  on  hand  of  $1,395.17.  The  sum  of  $293  was  con- 
tributed by  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  of  this  Jurisdiction  for  the 
relief  of  the  Galveston  sufferers.  We  note,  also,  that  the  system  of  rota- 
tion in  office  obtains  in  this  Grand  Commandery.  Total  membership 
1,941— a  gain  of  73. 

CORRESPONDBNCB. 

This  report  covers  86  pages  of  the  pamphlet,  considerably  more  than 
half  of  it,  and  is  the  handiwork  of  our  good  Brother  Peter  McGill  on 
whose  work  there  are  no  flies.  Sir  Peter  digests  the  deliverances  of 
forty-three  Templar  Grands,  including  Mississippi  for  1900,  in  his  usual 
clear  cut  and  entertaining  style.  Under  Arkansas  we  find  the  following, 
in  which  we  concur : 

Right  here  we  note  something  out  of  the  usual.  In  the  Synopsis  of 
Returns  are  two  suspension  columns,  one  for  N.  P.  D.,  the  otiier  for  un- 
masonic  conduct.  In  the  latter  are  three,  and  an  asterisk  calls  our  at- 
tention to  a  foot-note,  which  says  this  unmasonic  conducts  non- affiliation 
in  Lodge  and  Chapter,  This  is  rubbing  it  in  pretty  hard.  It's  bad  enough 
to  be  deprived  of  membership  for  this  offiense  (  ?  ),  but  to  have  it  go  on 
record  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land  hs  unmasonic  conduct  is 
stretching  the  point  too  much.  We  would  like  to  know  where  Recorder 
Hempsted  got  his  authority  to  so  designate  this  enormity.  It  is  now 
against  the  law  for  any  Commandery  to  retain  an  unaffiliated  member, 
but  it  is  not  now,  any  more  than  it  ever  was,  an  unmasonic  proceeding  in 
the  individual  to  remain  unaffiliated. 
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The  Grand  Recorder  simply  lacked  good  judgDient  and  a  knowledge 
of  tlie  proprieties. 

Brother  McGill's  review  of  Mississippi,  though  sliort,  is  very  kind 
and  fraternal.    Of  our  good  Brother  Waddel's  sermon  he  says: 

Grand  Comraandery  repaired  to  one  of  the  churches  and  listened  to 
a  discourse  delivered  by  the  Grand  Prelate.  This  was  a  stirring  appeal 
to  the  hearers,  an  appeal  to  the  better  manhood  which  exists  in  every 
one  of  us  to  be  true  to  ourselves,  our  vows  and  our  faith,  to  ever  remem- 
ber that  we  are  engaged  in  a  warfare  against  the  enemies  of  Faith,  Truth 
and  Purity.  The  text  presages  the  substance  of  the  discourse,  **  Watch 
ye,  stand  fast  in  the  faith,  quit  you  like  n)en,  be  strong ;  "  and  tlie  con- 
clusion is  '* Christ,  your  great  leader  and  captain,  calls  upon  you  to  be 
men,  and  men  you  cannot  be,  in  the  higher,  truer  sense  of  the  word, 
without  being  Christians — fighting  in  this  great  life  which  God  has  given 
you,  as  Christ  fought,  for  the  truth  and  the  right.  The  enemies  of  God, 
your  fellow-men,  and  your  own  souls,  are  around  you,  and  you  cannot  be 
men  and  fail  to  buckle  on  your  armor  and  give  them  battle. '' 

What  an  appeal  to  the  manhood  within  us  this  speaker  makes,  and 
what  a  reply  in  the  betterment  of  the  world  and  society  in  general  we 
should  make  to  it. 

Of  our  effort  he  says : 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  George  DeLap — this  is  not  correct,  it  should  be  E.*.  George 
Delap— presents  his  twentieth  report  on  correspondence.  We  cannot 
refrain  from  expressing  our  sorrow  that  Frater  DeLap  has  taken  to  part- 
ing his  name  in  the  middle.  At  his  time  of  life,  too— but  let  it  rest. 
Frater  DeLap  mourned  last  year  that  there  were  no  *' squabbles"  in 
sight ;  this  may  be  a  trap  for  the  unwary,  and  we  do  not  care  to  tread  in 
it.  A  man  certainly  has  the  right  to  part  his  name,  or  his  hair  for  that 
matter,  in  the  middle  if  he  so  wishes.  But  the  address  report  does  not 
show  that  our  Frater  is  suffering  from  any  trouble  that  is  usually  ascribed 
to  men  that  do  as  he  has  done.  From  start  to  finish  he  shows  that  he 
has  lost  none  of  his  vigor.  Not  quite  so  rampant  as  usual,  perhaps,  but 
that  is  because  he  finds  so  little  to  stir  him  up. 

We  beg  to  assure  our  Brother  Peter  that  we  do  not  part  either  our 
name  or  hair  in  the  middle-— that  is  the  work  of  the  "  intelligent  com- 
positor, "  and  is  without  either  our  approval  or  warrant.  We  used  to 
put  it  E.'.  Geo.,  but  that  was  many  years  ago.  However,  our  beloved 
Brother  Power,  who  reads  the  proof,  seems  to  insist  on  the  old  way,  and 
we  don't  want  to  kill  him,  if  it  can  be  avoided. 

Our  attention  to  New  Jersey  is  not  nearly  so  protracted,  lucid  or  en- 
tertaining as  it  would  be  had  we  been  free  from  a  racking  toothache, 
which  has  been  with  us  all  day,  and  it  hurts  so  right  now  that  we  will 
quit. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  J.  8.  Davidson  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 

NEW    YORK     n)01. 

The  pamphlet  did  not  materialize  until  our  report  had  been  in  the 

hands  of  the  printers  for  a  couple  of  weeks  and  we  are  not  sure  but  that 

we  are  too  late,  hence  the  review  will  l)e  brief. 

The  Eighty-eighth  Annual  was  held  in   the  city  of   Binghamton, 

Sept.  24th.    The  attendance  was  large.    R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Chas.  H.  Armitage, 
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Grand  Commander;  R.'.  E.\  Sir  Arthur  MacArthur,  Grand  Recorder; 
all  the  other  Grand  Officers  were  in  their  places ;  eleven  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders; lots  of  Grand  Representatives  and  Past  Commanders,  and 
Dele^fates  from  sixty  Subordinate  Commandeiies. 

A  couple  of  vrelcoming  speeches  were  made,  after  which  the  business 
of  the  conclave  begun. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  well  prepared  and  interesting 
resume  of  his  administration,  which  was  creditable  to  himself  and  to 
the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  New  York.    We  clip  from  his  opening: 

*'  There  never  was  occasion  and  there  never  was  an  hour, 

When  spirits  of  peace  on   angels'  wings  so  near  our  heads  did  soar; 

There's  no  event  so  glorious  on  the  page  of  time  to  appear, 

As  the  union  of  our  Brotherhood,  sealed  by  our  coming  here. " 

By  the  blessings  of  our  Father  who  is  in  Heaven  we  have  been  pre- 
served through  the  vicissitudes  of  the  past  year  in  sufficient  strength  and 
health  to  enable  us  to  assemble  once  again  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating 
our  Eighty-eighth  Annual  Conclave,  and  I  extend  to  each  of  you  Sir 
Knights  my  personal  congratulations,  a  fraternal  greeting  and  a  cordial 
welcome. 

Appropriate  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  Knightly  dead, 
but  in  the  long  list  we  fail  to  find  the  names  of  either  Brothers  Power, 
Starling  or  Stone. 

He  made  no  decisions.  His  dispensations  were  numerous  and  all 
all  for  proper  objects. 

He  reported  $1,908,  contributed  to  the  Galveston  fund  by  thirty-five 
Commanderies,  which  was  exceedingly  liberal  and  kind. 

He  suspended  an  E.*.  C*.  for  conferring  the  orders  after  asking, 
through  the  R.*.  E.'.,  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  over  the  candidate  before 
receiving  a  reply  to  his  request.  As  the  waiver  was  refused  it  left  the 
Commander  and  his  Commandery  in  a  pickle,  but  we  do  not  think  the 
offiense  demanded  so  severe  a  penalty  as  was  inflicted. 

Considerable  space  is  devoted  to  incidents  of  the  Triennial,  at  Louis- 
ville. He  pays  eloquent  tribute  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  our  mar- 
tyred President  and  closes  with  some  good  advice  which  should  be  heed- 
ed by  Templars  everywhere.    We  excerpt: 

Sir  Knights,  be  true  to  the  principles  and  teachings  of  our  Order.  Be 
true  to  one  another.  Upon  you  a  great  responsibility  rests ;  a  glorious 
work  awaits  you,  and  grand  results  will  be  achieved  if  your  work  be  well 
done.  Let  the  noble  contention  between  us  be  from  this  hour  which 
hand  shall  bear  the  Templar  Banner  farthest  in  its  march  of  triumph, 
and  which  voice  shall  loudest  proclaim  its  glory. 

His  portrait  adorns  the  pamphlet  and  shows  that  he  is  married,  as 
his  hair  is  very  thin. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  mostly  of  local  interest. 

The  Grand  Recorder  says,  in  his  report :  '*  The  last  year  has  been  a 
phenomonally  prosperous  one.  "  A  greater  number  were  dubbed  knights 
than  ever  before  in  that  Jurisdiction — 1,021 ! !  92  affiliated,  118  were  re- 
instated— total  gain  1,231.    145  dimitted,  21  were  dropped  from  the  rolls, 
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272  didn't  pay  their  due8,  3  were  expelled,  2  suspended  and  202  died — 
total  loss  645— showing  net  gain  of  586.    Pretty  fair. 

The  four  largest  Commanderies  contain  2,239  members,  an  average 
of  560 ;  the  four  smallest  an  average  of  49 ;  five  Commanderies  have  over 
500  members,  each;  four  have  over  400 ;  three  over  300,  and  so  on  doM^n 
the  line — giving  a  grand  total  of  12,749. 

Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  total  receipts  of  $8,331  and  a  balance 
from  last  year  of  |8,309.  He  paid  out  |8,448  and  had  a  cash  balance  in 
hand  of  $8,182  in  round  numbers.  This  is  a  trifle  better  showing  than 
we  made. 

Rev.  Sir  C.  L.  Twing  submitted  the  report  on  Necrology  and  it  is  a 
gem.  Again  we  look,  in  vain,  for  the  names  of  our  loved  and  lost,  in  this 
list.    They  are  not  there. 

A  special  Committee,  with  the  courtly  and  talented  Sir  Knight  Jesse 
B.  Anthony,  as  chairman,  submitted  an  eloquent  and  very  beautiful 
memorial  on  the  death  of  Sir  Wm.  McKinley,  late  President  of  the 
United  States,  which  we  would  copy  in  full  but  for  its  great  length. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Is  the  work  of  our  good  Brother  Jesse  B.  Anthony,  covers  117  pages, 
digests  the  transactions  of  forty-four  Templar  Grand  Bodies,  including 
Mississippi  for  1900  and  1901,  and  is  all  good.    We  copy  the  opening: 

We  submit  herewith  our  annual  report  on  correspondence  for  the 
year  1901.  We  have  aimed  to  embrace  therein  all  matters  of  general 
importance,  ignoring  the  ordinary  routine  of  business  incident  to  all  an- 
nual meetings. 

Tliere  has  been  but  little  developed  requiring  comment,  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  note  tlie  general  prosperity  of  the  Order,  the  pronounced 
elevation  of  its  tone  and  the  universal  absence  of  matters  of  contention. 

Before  this  report  is  printed  the  incidents  of  the  Triennial  Conclave 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  will  have  become  an  issue  of  the  past — un- 
doubtedly a  pleasant  memory — and  tliat  which  appears  to  be  the  only 
important  question  will,  we  hope,  have  been  satisfactorily  settled. 

Brother  Anthony's  review  of  Mississippi  is  full,  courteous  and  fra- 
ternal.   He  has  this  to  say  of  the  Law  Committee's  report  at  Meridian: 

We  cannot  see  wherein  the  status  of  the  Grand  Encampment  is  in 
any  way  different  now  from  what  it  was  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the 
revised  Constitution  of  1898.  It  has  never  been  "  a  confederation  of  sov- 
ereign bodies,  "  as  we  learned  a  few  years  ago  while  advocating  a  certain 
change  in  the  voting  qualification.  We  ascertained  that  it  was  not  **  a 
representative  body  "  and  therefore  gracefully  subsided.  Predicated  up- 
on the  lines  of  its  authority,  we  consider  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  a  very  satisfactory  code. 

We  are  not  satisfied  with  the  "  code,"  as  she  is,  and  do  not  expect  to 
be,  in  a  hurry. 

He  says  Brother  Waddell's  sermon,  at  Water  Valley,  was  an  excel- 
lent one.    He  observes  of  our  good  Brother  Jones,  and  Sir  Fred.  Speed: 

It  would  appear  to  us  that  the  Grand  Commander's  comparison  be- 
tween Ancient  Craft  Masonry  and  Templary,  with  reference  to  the  pro- 
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inulgation  of  the  ritual,  ie  eomewhat  strained,  but  somehow  tlie  atmos- 
phere of  Mississippi  is  not  congenial  to  Grand  Encampment  methods. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  reported  upon  several  questions  re- 
ferred to  tliem  and  we  cannot  disabuse  our  mind  of  the  impression  that 
the  chairman  allows  his  prejudice,  at  what  he  terms  **  a  masterpiece  of 
clumsy  legislation,  incapable  of  execution, "  to  warp  his  usual  good  judg- 
ment. While  we  should  not  agree  in  some  of  the  conclusions  advanced, 
we  have  not  the  time  to  give  our  reasons  therefor. 

Of  our  masterly  effort  he  says : 

New  York  has  extended  notice.  We  beg  to  assure  our  frater  that  we 
never  for  a  moment  entertained  the  thought  that  he  would  neglect  New 
York.  He  is  a  believer  in  the  principles  of  "dependant  membership" 
and  also  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  non-afliliation  law,  as  enacted 
by  the  Grand  Encampment,  *' admits  of  but  one  construction,  and  that 
is  the  one  given  by  the  M.\  E.".  Grand  Master. " 

We  copy  one  of  his  tables: 
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And  say  good-bye  and  God  bless  you. 

Sir  Erastus  C.  Delevan  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  before. 


NORTH    CAROLINA  — 1901. 

The  Twenty-first  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Greensboro,  May 
15th.  There  were  present:  R.'.  E.*.  W.  F.  Randolph,  Grand  Comman- 
der; Sir  James  C.  Munds,  as  Grand  Recorder;  six  Past  Grand  Comman- 
ders; eighteen  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  ten  Subordi- 
nate Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  exceptionally  short  and  confined 
entirely  to  local  matters  except  as  it  refers  to  the  Galveston  horror. 
Just  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  Past  Grand  Commander 
and  Grand  Recorder  Horace  H.  Munson,  who  had  dofied  his  armor  and 
entered  upon  the  realities  of  the  Eternal  State.  A  good  man  and  faithful 
and  valiant  Templar. 

His  dispensations  were  all  for  wise  and  proper  purposes.  The  pro- 
ceedings were  mostly  of  local  interest.  Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  a 
balance  of  $4,524.86.  Grand  Recorder  reports  a  total  membership  of  389 
— a  gain  of  eleven. 

The  Triennial  Committee  reported  that  they  had  secured  a  large  par- 
lor for  reception  room  of  Grand  Commandery  Headquarters  at  the  very 
reasonable  sum  of  |25  per  day. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-three  pages — or  nearly  three-fourths  of  the 
whole  pamphlet  are  occupied  by  the  report  on  correspondence,  which 
is  the  perfect  ashlar  of  our  good  Brother  James  Southgate  and  is  the 
fifth  in  regular  descent  from  the  same  ancestor.  In  this  report  the 
minutes  of  forty-one  Templar  legislatures  are  carefully  considered  and 
courteously  digested,  Mississippi  for  1900  among  the  rest.  Under  Ala- 
bama and  referring  to  the  Xmas  observance,  he  has  this  to  say : 

This  is  another  one  of  the  fads  that  has  in  late  years  been  introduced 
among  Templars.  With  strict  temperance  ideas  we  are  not  presumed  to 
be  in  favor  of  thisadditional  temptation  thrown  in  the  way  of  our  brethren 
at  this  time  of  the  year  when  there  are  so  many  open  doors  for  dissipa- 
tion. Many  a  Frater,  who  has  striven  for  years  has  been  brought  back 
to  his  cups  at  this  season.  We  see  no  particular  benefit  arising  from  this 
custom,  and  certainly  not  if  wine  is  used,  and  whenever  we  receive  the 
notice  from  Sir  Knight  Berry  we  reply  that  if  cold  water  **  the  beverage 
prepared  by  God  himself,  to  nourish  and  invigorate  His  creatures  be 
used,"  we  will  "  jine,"  otherwise,  nil. 

We  are  inclined  to  think  he  is  about  right. 

Mississippi  gets  three  pages  of  fraternal  and  Knightly  attention  in 
this  excellent  report  in  which  the  reader  may  find  a  complete  synopsis  of 
the  transactions  of  every  Grand  Jurisdiction  reviewed  and  a  knowledge 
of  the  general  condition  of  the  Order  therein.  Unhappily  a  large 
majority  of  the  members  do  not  have  access  to  these  reports,  and  more 
unhappily  still  many  of  those  who  have  access  to  them  lack  good  sense 
enough  to  read  them,   hence  are  as  ignorant  of  the  matters  connected 
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with  the  Order  to  which  they  belong  as  are  ordinary  church  membere  of 
the  joys  of  pardoned  sin. 

Our  good  brother  indulges  in  another  "dig"  at  the  Christmas  ob- 
servance under  Montana.  He  says:  "If  drinking  wine  is  to  commemo- 
rate the  death  of  our  blessed  Saviour  around  the  festive  board,  outside 
of  a  church  service,  we  do  not  see  where  the  appropriateness  comes  in." 
After  carefully  adjusting  our  glasses  and  looking  at  the  proposition  care- 
fully and  without  prejudice,  we  can't  see  it  either. 

We  clip  his  "  Conclusion  :  " 

CONCLUSION. 

It  was  indeed  a  surprise  to  this  writer  when  our  name  was  read  out 
among  the  Committees  as  the  Fraternal  Correspondent  for  the  Grand 
Coinmandery,  and  we  at  once  asked  what  was  the  matter  with  Sir  Chase, 
and  were  informed  that  he  had  removed  permanently  from  tiie  state  and 
his  business  probably  would  keep  him  all  the  year.  Like  the  neighbor- 
hood horse,  that  stands  ready,  night  and  day,  to  be  hitched  to  a  cart, 
buggy  or  wagon,  in  single  or  double  harness,  we  have  always  been  ready 
to  serve  in  any  position  given  us  by  the  Fraternity,  and  for  many  years 
we  have  devoted  our  best  efforts  to  the  promotion  of  the  Craft.  This  is 
our  excuse  for  appearing  as  Correspondent  this  year,  and  with  the  hope 
that  we  have  said  somethiuK  that  will  be  of  benefit,  and  will  aid  in  dis- 
seminating the  truth  as  we  find  it  in  Templarism.  We  have  been  taujzht 
to  love  and  revere  it  for  the  principles  which  it  inculcates  and  the 
good  it  accomplishes,  lor  we  are  of  those  who  think  that  it  is  the  real 
conservative  element  in  this  country  which  is  eventually  to  bring  to- 
gether the  various  peoples  of  this  land  in  that  brotherly  loVe  and  affec- 
tion which  can  never  be  accomplished  politically.  At  our  Grand  Kn- 
campment  assemblies  when  Sir  Knights  meet  together  the  grasp  of  tiie 
hand  is  hearty  and  truly  fraternal.  Long  may  Templary  live  to  bless  the 
land,  and  with  our  best  wishes  for  those  of  the  Corps  we  have  met  in 
other  years  and  for  those  new  Fraters  that  have  come  to  the  board  since 
we  last  had  the  pen  in  hand,  we  bid  you  adieu  until  we  meet  again. 

Yours  courteously, 

JAMES  southgatj:. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  DeWitt  E.  Allen  is  Grand  Commander. 
E.*.  Sir  James  C.  Mounds  is  Grand  Recorder. 
R.\  E.*.  Sir  James  Southgate,  Correspondent. 


NEW    HAMPSHIRE— 1900. 

The  Fifty-third  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Concord,  Sept  25th. 
There  were  present :  R.*.  E.\  Sir  Henry  B.  Quinby,  Grand  Commander ; 
E.*.  Sir  Frank  D.  Woodbury,  acting  Grand  Recorder  ;  all  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  staff,  except  the  Grand  Captain  Guard  ;  fourteen  Past  Grand 
Commanders  ;  a  big  lot  of  Past  Commanders;  twenty-four  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives, and  Delegates  from  eleven  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  short  but  well  \vritten  resume 
of  his  administration.  We  copy  his  "  opening  chorus,  "  in  which  we  find 
several  leading  questions,  which  not  many  of  us  can  answer  in  the  af- 
firmative without  losing  our  resemblance,  in  regard  to  telling  the  truth, 
to  the  late  G.  Washington.    It  is  proper  for  us,  also,  to  remark,  that  if 
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we  were  required  to  "  don  the  coat  of  mail,  and,  with  visor  down,  wield 
tlie  battle  axe  and  charge  with  lance  in  shock  of  battle,  etc.,  "  the  prob- 
ability is  that  there  woald  be  great  slaughter  in  our  own  ranks,  while  the 
unterrified  Saracens  would  sit  still  and  enjoy  the  circus.  We  hope  our 
good  friend  Cornelius,  of  Montana,  will  not  start  on  his  crusade  against 
the  "  unspeakable  Turk  "  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  Holy  Land,  un- 
til he  drills  his  squad — a  Httle  at  least.    But  here  is  the  excerpt : 

The  second  year  of  my  occupation  of  the  high  otBce  of  Grand  Com- 
mander of  Knights  Templar  of  New  Hampshire  has  come  to  its  close  and 
finds  us  an  organization  thoroughly  liarmonous  and  most  flourishing. 
No  incident  has  occurred  to  cause  the  least  friction  ;  each  Commandery 
has  seemed  to  vie  with  the  other  in  loyalty  and  consideration  toward 
your  Grand  Commander,  and  it  has  appeared  to  be  the  aim  of  all  to  see 
"  who  best  could  work  and  best  agree.  '* 

While  we  are  not  required  to  pass  a  novitiate  clad  in  pilgrim's 
weeds,  as  poor  and  weary  pilgrims,  or  clothed  in  penitential  robes,  as 
penitents,  as  did  our  ancient  fraters;  while  we  do  not  don  the  coat  of 
mail  and,  with  visor  down,  wield  the  battle  axe  and  charge  with  lance 
in  shock  of  battle  the  Saracen  in  endeavor  to  wrest  from  his  impious 
possession  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  yet  we,  as  Christian  warriors,  have  many 
and  distinct  duties  and  responsibilities  devolving  upon  us.  Are  we  alive 
to  them?  Are  we  leading  exemplary  lives?  Are  we  employing  any  of 
our  time  in  deeds  of  exalted  useiulness?  Are  we  devoting  a  day  or  an 
hour  even  to  charity  ?  In  a  word,  are  our  vows  merely  perfunctory,  car- 
rying with  them  no  meaning  and  no  sincerity,  and  conveying  to  our 
hearts  no  sense  of  obligation  incurred  in  becoming  members  of  this 
splendid  Order  ?  My  fraters,  if  such  has  been  our  condition  thus  far  let 
us  renew  our  vows  and  strive  to  live  nearer  the  ideal  of  a  Templar's  life  ; 
let  us  make  our  acts  and  our  conversation  pure  and  helpful,  and  as  we 
are  raised  insensibly  thereby,  so  will  our  fellows  with  whom  we  come  in 
contact  be  benefited  and  ennobled. 

Among  his  dispensations  we  find  several  tliat  indicate  the  utter  fear- 
lessness of  the  man.  For  instance,  he  actually  allowed  two  Massa- 
chusetts Commanderies  to  invade  New  Hamshire  and  make  a  ''  pilgrim- 
age" through  the  mountains,  etc.!  How  did  he  know  that  those  doughty 
knights  would  not  seize  upon  some  strategic  point,  in  those  mountains, 
entrench  themselves  and  from  thence  raid  and  terrorize  the  state?  Pru- 
dence teaches  us  to  regulate  our  lives  and  actions  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  reason,  etc.,  but  he  threw  prudence  to  the  winds  and  did  despite 
to  one  of  the  cardinal  virtues!  We  cannot  be  too  careful  along  these 
lines.  It  is  better  to  let  the  Holy  Grail  be  our  safeguard  than  to  risk  too 
much. 

He  visited  several  of  his  Subordinates,  ofiicially. 

Proper  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  merit  of  the  knightly  dead. 

An  elegant  picture  of  the  R.'.  E.*.  beautifies  the  pamphlet. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  mostly  of  local  interest.  Grand 
Treasurer  has  a  cash  balance  of  $1,451.78. 

Total  membership  2,234 — a  gain  of  27.  Only  eleven  Commanderies 
in  the  state  which  gives  an  average  membership  in  each  of  over  200. 

Our  good  friend  and  Brother  Wait  is  the  author  of  the  report  on  cor- 
respondence which,  like  its  predecessors  from  the  same  distinguished 
source,  is  "  all  wool  and  a  yard  wide. "     He  fills  over  eighty  pages  in 
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which  he  reviews  the  proceedings  of  forty-two  Templar  legislatures  in 
his  customary  courteous  and  interesting  style. 

Our  brother  devotes  eight  pages  to  Mississippi  for  1899-1900,  quoting 
largely  from  the  Law  and  other  reports.  We  excerpt  from  his  review  of 
our  report,  the  following : 

Quoting  largely  from  our  observations  in  our  review  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  Washington  upon  the  effect  of  non-affiliation  in  Lodge  or  Chap- 
ter, our  f rater  thus  dissents  : 

"  We  regret  our  utter  inability  to  concur  in  our  good  brother's  prop- 
osition that  because  a  breach  of  contract  is  not  a  crime  under  the  civil 
law  that  the  same  rule  would  apply  in  Masonry.  The  cases  are  not  all 
analogous.  Freemasonry  professes  to  be,  and  is,  a  pure  system  of  moral- 
ity and  its  members  of  their  own  free  will  and  accord  assume  certain  ob- 
ligations, among  them  to  pay  a  certain  sum  each  year  into  the  treasury 
of  the  Lodge  for  charitable  or  otiier  uses.  The  failure  to  redeem  this  ol)- 
ligation,  except  from  poverty  or  other  cause,  is  a  violation  of  a  promise 
without  just  cause  and  is,  therefore,  a  moral  wrong,  and  any  moral  wrong 
committed  by  a  Mason  is  of  necessity  a  crim^ against  Masonry  and  should 
be  punished.  It  is  not  the  poor  and  unable  who  are  suspended  for  this 
cause,  but  it  is  those  who  can  but  will  not  fulfill  their  obligations,  and  the 
punishment  of  suspension  and  even  expulsion  is  none  too  severe  for 
these  drones  in  the  hive. " 

While  it  is  doubtless  true,  that  the  rules  of  the  public  law  are,  as 
such,  of  no  binding  force  in  Masonry,  it  is  equally  true,  that  in  the  in- 
fliction of  punishments  for  Masonic  offences  degrees  of  moral  turpitude 
are  recognized  and  acted  upon,  and  punishments  are  graduated  in  sever- 
itv  to  accord  with  the  degrees  of  turpitude  implied  in  the  offence  com- 
mitted. Such  is  not  only  the  principle  upon  which  both  the  civil  and 
and  the  Masonic  law  proceeds,  but  it  accords  with  the  general  sense  of 
mankind  wherever  any  considerable  degree  of  civilization  has  been 
1  cached.  To  visit  the  non-payment  of  a  civil  debt,  liowever  able  to  pay 
might  be  the  debtor,  with  the  penalty  due  to  the  felon,  would  shock  the 
moral  sense  of  the  civilized  world.  Has  Masonrv  a  lower  standard  in 
tliis  respect  than  that  of  the  practical  world  ?  We  think  not.  Should 
non-payment  of  an  indebtedness  to  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  be  treated  as  the 
highest  crime  in  Masonry?  We  protest  against  it  with  every  moral 
sentiment  we  possess.  Dues  to  the  Lodge  are  among  the  incidents  of 
membership  in  the  Lodge.  They  are  exacted,  and  paid,  as  the  consider- 
ation of  the  benefits  of  membership  in  the  Lodge.  The  pecuniary  con- 
sideration of  membership  in  the  fraternity  at  large  is  the  fee  exacted 
for  conferring  the  degrees,  and  of  that  there  is  never  any  non-payment. 
For  non-payment  of  periodical  dues  to  the  Lodge,  the  proper  and  ap- 
propriate penalty  is  ttie  deprivation  of  that  for  which  it  is  to  be  paid  as 
the  consicieration,  that  is  to  say,  deprivation  of  membership  in  the 
Lodge,  with  its  privileges.  The  infliction  of  a  higher  penalty  is  not  only 
out  of  harmony  with  universally  received  ideas  everywhere  outside  of 
Masonry,  but  is  illogical  as  well.  In  these  views  we  regret  to  disagree 
with  our  f rater  of  Mississippi,  but  we  must  hold  to  them  unless  we  snail 
receive  other  and  better  light,  for  which  we  confess  we  do  not  look. 

We  beg  to  suggest  to  our  good  friend  that  we  have  not  intimated 
that  there  are  not  and  should  not  be  grades  of  crime  in  Masonic  Juris- 
prudence. Neither  have  we  contended  or  believed  that  non-payment  of 
dues  is  a  Masonic  felony,  but  the  contrary.  We  contend  simply  that  it 
is  a  moral  wrong  and  that  sins  against  morality  are  sins  against  Masonry 
and  should  be  punished,  but  not  capitally,  of  course.   We  do  not  discover 
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any  particular  difference  between  us  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  pun- 
ishment. Brother  W.  thinks  deprivation  of  membership  is  enough, 
while  we  suspend,  which  is  no  more  and  no  less. 

Would  like  to  devote  more  space  to  New  Hampshire,  but  feel  too 
badly.  We  are  grateful  to  Brother  W.  for  kind  expressions  in  regard  to 
our  efforts  in  this  line  and  for  the  full  and  fraternal  attention  to  our 
pamphlets. 

R.'.  E  •.  Geo.  I.  McAllister  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Frank  D.  Wood- 
bury is  Grand  Recorder;  R.*.  E.*.  A.  S.  Wait,  Correspondent. 


NEBRASKA— 1901  . 

The  Twenty-ninth  Annual  convened  in  the  city  of  York,  April  18th. 
There  were  in  attendance  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Thomas  G.  Rees,  Grand  Comman- 
der ;  R.*.  E.-.  Sir  Francis  E.  White,  Grand  Recorder ;  five  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders ;  thirteen  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  twenty- 
four  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  addresss  is  very  short,  devoted  to  business 
entirely  and  of  local  interest  only. 

He  issued  a  few  dispensations  and  those  for  proper  purposes.  Two 
decisions,  both  unimportant. 

Among  his  recommendations  was  one  that  the  Correspendent  be 
paid,  which  was  adopted. 

His  portrait  makes  an  elegant  frontispiece  to  the  pamphlet.  A  good 
face  and  a  *' long  head." 

PROCEEDINGS 

Were  brief  and  routine  and  of  local  interest.  Grand  Treasurer  reported 
balance  of  cash  in  hand  $2,740.66.  Grand  Recorder's  report  shows  that 
the  printing  bill  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  for  printing  700  copies  of  pro- 
ceedings amounted  to  $376.50,  and  they  only  cover  128  pages.  Tolerably 
expensive,  it  strikes  us.  Number  Knighted,  112;  admitted  21;  rein- 
stated, 11 ;  and  number  gained  by  charter,  Commandery  No.  24,1 1  ;  Total, 
156.  Number  admitted,  45;  deceased,  30;  suspended,  58;  expelled,  1 ; 
lost  by  other  causes,  2;  total,  136;  making  net  gain  20.  Total  member- 
ship, 1,660. 

Grand  Recorder  and  Past  Grand  Commander,  Francis  E.  White,  is 
author  of  the  Correspondence  report,  which  covers  96  pages,  reviews  the 
proceedings  of  44  Templar  Grands,  Mississippi  for  1900  and  1901,  among 
the  number.  Our  Brother  gets  up  an  excellent  and  extremly  well  writ- 
ten report,  in  fact  it  is  a  mine  of  Templar  lore,  knowledge  and  informa- 
tion. Nothing  of  general  interest  or  importance  escapes  his  eye  or  at- 
tention. He  devotes  five  pages  to  our  proceedings  at  Meridian  and 
Water  Valley.  Tells  the  Nebraskans  all  we  did  at  both  sessions  and 
does  it  courteously  and  pleasantly.  He  doesn't  agree  with  us  in  all  our 
dogmas  and  deliverances,  but  his  opinion  is  kindly  and  politely  ex- 
pressed. He  has  concluded  after  reading  a  few  of  our  reports,  that  we 
mean  well  although  somewhat  rough  and  uncouth,  and  we  are  gratified. 
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He  characterizeB  our  Brother  Waddell's  address  at  Water  Valley  a$ 
being  an  able  one,  and  we  concur. 

His  whole  review  of  Mississippi  is  very  full  and  fraternal. 
He  concludes  as  follows : 

In  concluding  our  second  review  we  are  satisfied  that  tlie  world  is 
better  to-day  than  it  was  when  we  completed  our  first  one.  Chistianity, 
fraternity  and  brotherhood  have  been  steadily  moving  forward.  Each 
member  received  into  our  Order  has  strengthened  it,  and  contributed  to 
the  general  good  of  mankind.  The  influence  of  Templar  Masonry  has 
always  been  on  the  side  of  that  which  is  best.  The  amount  of  eood  that 
we,  as  an  Order,  can  do,  is  the  sum  total  which  each  individual  member 
contributes  to  the  whole.  If  we  do  the  small  amount  of  good  that  op- 
portunity presents  to  us,  showing  both  by  precept  and  example  that  we 
are  true  to  the  principles  of  Christian  Knighthood,  the  deeds  ro  done 
will  not  only  permeate  the  community  wherein  we  live,  but  will  go  ou 
and  on  until  distant  lands  shall  have- felt  their  influence,  and  our  power 
for  good  will  have  greatly  increased. 

May  God  bless  our  good  brother  both  in  things  temporal  and  eternaL 
R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Samuel  P.  Davidson  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recor- 
der and  Correspondent  as  before. 


OHIO  — 1900. 

The  Fifty-eighth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Columbus,  October 
17th.    There  were  present : 

R.'.  E.".  Sir  Arthur  B.  Foster,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  presiding;  Sir 
John  H.  Bell,  Grand  Recorder;  ten  Past  Grand  Commanders;  one  Past 
Grand  Captain  Guard ;  twenty-two  Grand  Representatives,  including 
Sir  William  L.  Beuchner,  for  Mississippi,  and  delegates  from  fifty-seveu 
out  of  fifty-eight  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  of  the  Acting  Grand  Commander  is  a  well  written  re- 
sume of  his  administration.  Under  the  caption,  "  In  Memoriam  "  we 
find  this: 

IN   MEMORIAM. 

''  The  dead  are  like  the  stars  by  day, 
Withdrawn  from  mortal  eye. 
But,  not  extinct,  they  hold  their  way 
In  glory  through  the  sky." 

Spirits  from  bondage  thus  set  free, 
Vanished  amidst  immensity, 
Where  human  thought  like  human  sight. 
Fails  to  pursue  their  trackless  flight. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  Grand  Commandery,  we  have 
been  called  upon  to  drape  our  banners  and  jewels  in  mourning  emblem- 
atical of  our  great  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  a  Grand  Commander,  whom 
death  removed  from  our  midst  on  March  10th,  after  a  long  and  painful 
illness. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Knight  Horace  Reed  Bradbury  was  a  most  valiant 
Knight,  an  exemplar  of  chivalric  honor,  always  faithful  and  true  to  his 
friends  and  the  Order  he  loved  so  well.    He  was  a  consistent  Mason, 
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quiet,  dignified  and  unassuming,  loyal  to  his  country  and  to  his  fellow- 
men,  and  is  mourned  by  all  wlio  knew  him.  ^'  Rest  to  his  ashes,  and 
peace  to  his  soul.*' 

He  pays  proper  tribute  to  the  memory  and  merit  of  the  magnani- 
mous dead,  both  of  his  own  and  sister  Jurisdictions.  Two  new  Com- 
manderies  were  constituted,  and  one  dispensation  for  a  Commandery 
was  granted.  His  decisions  were  sensible  and  sound,  but  their  subject 
matter  is  devoid  of  general  interest. 

He  reports  a  gain  in  membership  of  313,  which  is  somewhat  remark- 
able. 

Forty-eight  pages  of  the  volume  are  filled  with  the  reports  of  the 
Commandery  Inspectors,  which  are  very  full  and  complete  and  show 
that  the  Order  is  in  excellent  shape  in  that  Jurisdiction. 

Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  cash  balance  in  hand  of  $8,985.89. 
Grand  Recorder's  report  is  full  and  interesting.  It  shows  number  dubbed, 
604.  Admitted,  145;  reinstated,  76;  total  gain  825.  Withdrawn,  182; 
died,  127;  dropped,  non-payment  of  dues,  194;  suspended,  unmasonic 
conduct,  4;  expelled,  5;  total  loss,  512;  making  a  net  gain  of  313,  as 
above.  Total  membership  8,945 ;  number  uniformed,  8,335.  Cash  on 
hand  in  Subordinate  Commanderies  $29,141.  Uncollected  dues,  $11,- 
999.  Value  of  real  estate,  $45,716  value  of  furniture  and  paraphernalia, 
$79,975 ;  value  of  other  assets,  $40,163.  Total,  $206,997.  Liabilities,  $18,- 
904,  leaving  net  assets  $188,092,  on  which  insurance  is  carried  to  the 
amount  of  $113,538.  This  showing  is  a  trifle  ahead  of  what  we  can  do 
along  these  lines. 

The  annual  reports  of  officers  of  the  Ohio  Masonic  Home  show  some 
interesting  items.  Receipts  during  the  year  $29,411.  Expenses  during 
the  year  $20,894.  Expended  for  betterment  of  main  building  $1,377 ; 
do.  grounds,  $103;  do.  farm  and  barn  $461.  Under  the  head  of  *' main- 
tenance" we  note  that  the  pay  roll — main  building  amounts  to  $5,234; 
of  farm  $794;  heat  and  light,  $2,990;  table  supplies,  $6,129. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  contributed  $17,260 ;  Grand  Chapter  $4,261 ; 
and  Grand  Commandery  $2,500  in  1899.  These  and  the  Grand  Council 
have  contributed  since  the  start  of  the  "Home"  as  follows:  Grand 
Lodge,  $72,851;  Grand  Chapter,  $39,813;  Grand  Council,  $2,500,  and- 
Grand  Commandery,  $11,500.  At  the  time  of  making  the  report  the 
Home  contained  62  men,  average  age  72  years,  and  29  women,  average 
age 69  years;  24  boys,  average  age  10  years;  girls 23,  average  age  11  years. 
Total  inmates,  138.  Under  the  item  **  maintenance,"  which  does  not  in- 
clude **  betterments"  we  find  a  total  of  $19,000,  in  round  numbers,  which 
being  divided  by  the  number  of  inmates,  138,  we  find  that  it  costs  a  little 
over  $138.00  to  support  a  single  inmate  for  one  year,  which  is  not  extrava- 
gant. We  congratulate  our  Buckeye  brethren  on  the  success  of  their 
"  Home"  and  their  manner  of  exemplifying  what  Masonic  and  Christian 
Charity  really  are. 

The  pay  roll  for  the  session  amounted  to  $1,204.00. 

Our  good  Brother,  Grand  Recorder  Bell,  is  the  builder  of  the  Corres- 
pondence report  which  covers  150  pages,  digests  the  proceedings  of  44 
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Templar  Grands,  in  his  usual  courteous  and  sensible  style.  Brother 
Bell's  review  of  our  pamphlet  is  for  the  years  1899  and  1900  and  is  fra- 
ternal and  extended,  in  fact  he  notes  all  we  did.  He  has  the  temerity 
to  refer  to  this  writer  as  "Our  venerable  Frater!"  which  we  beg  to  as- 
sure him  is  risky  business,  as  we  are  about  the  youngest  boy  in  the  pro- 
cession. 

He  quotes  our  remarks  in  regard  to  holy  days,  in  a  recent  review  of 
Kentucky  and  says : 

We  should  like  to  ask  Brother  DeLap  where  in  the  Bible  he  finds  au- 
thority for  the  "canonization  "  of  Sunday,  or  the  so-called  Christian  Sab- 
bath. If  we  have  read  aright, "  canonization  ''applies  to  persons  not  days. 
However,  it  seems  to  us  there  is  as  good  authority  for  the  observance 
of  Good  Friday,  Easter  and  Ascension  day,  as  Holy  days,  as  that  of  Sun- 
day. It  is  certain  that  the  teachings  of  the  Order  of  Knights  Templar 
give  great  pominence  to  the  events  in  the  life  of  the  Redeemer,  which 
these  days  are  designed  and  appointed  to  commemorate,  and  in  com- 
mon with  the  great  majority  of  professed  Christians,  their  observance 
by  Knights  Templar  is  fitting  and  appropriate.  Evidently  Brother  De- 
Lap  has  no  affinitv  for  a  church  "  tnat  does  not  hamper  a  man  in  re- 
ligion or  politics.  Maybe  he  has  made  a  big  mistake,  and  like  the 
darkey,  instead  of  jining  de  Army  ob  de  Lord,  has  jined  de  Navy." 

Brother  DeLap  evidently  has  little  use  for  so-called  "  pilgrimages  " 
and  the  "  invading  "  business. 

To  which  we  reply  that — We  haven't  looked  for  it  and  it  is  barely 
possible  that  Brother  Jones  is  right  and  we  used  the  wrong  word — we  do 
sometimes,  not  being  at  all  learned. 

Our  Brother  is  wrong  in  his  conjecture  in  the  closing  paragraph.  We 
have  jined  both  the  Army  and  the  Navy.  We  beg  to  suggest  to  him 
that  sutlers  and  camp  followers  are  not  worth  a  cent  as  fighters,  and 
some  members  of  all  the  churches,  both  clerical  and  lay  belong  to  these 
classes. 

We  are  gratified  for  his  kindly  words  for  your  committee,  and  his 
flattering  attention  to  our  proceedings,  giving  us,  as  he  does,  nearly  ten 
pages.  As  we  expect  to  receive  the  Ohio  pamphlet  for  the  current  year 
in  time  to  include  it  in  this  report  we  say  good  bye  for  the  present. 

We  beg  to  express  to  the  Templars  and  Masons  of  Ohio,  (  his  own 
Masonic  home  )  our  profound  sympathy  with  them,  the  nation  and  the 
world,  on  the  untimely  and  tragic  death  of  our  beloved  and  peerless 
brother  and  President,  Sir  William  McKinley.  The  first  among  his 
equals,  a  statesman  of  the  highest  order,  a  ruler  whocse  throne  was  in  the 
hearts  of  his  people  and  who  was  the  highest  ideal  of  an  American  citi- 
zen, husband  and  friend.  May  God,  in  His  infinite  mercy  sustain  and 
help  his  beloved  wife,  and  speedily  annihilate  all  Anarchists,  who  now 
curse  the  earth  by  being  upon  it. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  A.  B.  Foster  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  before. 
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OHIO— 1901. 

This  pamphlet  reached  us  after  our  report  had  been  in  the  hands  of 
the  printer  about  ten  days  and  our  personal  regard  for  Brother  Bell  and 
the  other  Buckeyes  is  the  only  reason  why  we  include  it  in  our  '*able 
and  exliaustive  report"  for  current  year. 

The  Fifty-ninth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Lima,  Oct.  9th.  R.*. 
£.'.  Arthur  B.  Foster,  Grand  Commander,  presiding,  and  brother  Jno. 
Bell  at  the  Recorder's  desk. 

The  attendance  was  large.  All  the  Grand  Officers,  except  Grand 
Treasurer;  ten  Past  Grand  Commanders;  nineteen  Grand  Representa- 
tives ;  a  great  multitude  of  Past  Commanders,  and  Delegates  from  fifty- 
seven  Subordinate  Commanderies  out  of  fifty-nine  being  present. 

The  address  is  a  well  written,  business  paper.  We  excerpt  a  part  of 
the  "  opening  chorus:  " 

I  welcome  you  to  this,  our  Fifty-ninth  Annual  Conclave,  and  the 
first  of  the  twentieth  century;  and  in  doing  so,  it  is  my  privilege  and  a 
pleasure  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  satisfactory  condition  of  the  Order 
in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  on  the  progress  made  by  Templarism 
during  the  century  closed  by  the  passing  of  the  year  1900.  We  find  it 
difficult  to  grasp  and  comprehend  the  wonderful  development  of  science 
and  invention,  and  the  progress  made  in  civilizing  the  world  during  the 
years  covered  by  the  nineteenth  century.  During  this  period  of  won- 
derful progression,  our  Order  has  not  been  idle,  but  has  grown  from  a 
small  and  unorganized  squad  to  a  mighty  army  of  Christian  Knights, 
waging  war  against  superstition  and  oppression,  working  at  all  times,  in 
season  and  out  of  season,  for  the  uplifting  and  betterment  of  mankind. 

For  the  purpose  of  remarking  that  the  "  mighty  army  of  Christian 
Knights '*  has  made  but  little  impression  on  the  bulwarks  of  '* supersti- 
tion and  oppression, ''  so  far  as  our  observation  extends.  It  is  possible 
that  their  swords  of  piety  may  have  become  tangled  up  with  their  legs 
of  godliness  and,  thereby,  interfered  with  their  effectiveness.  We  may 
be,  doubtless  are,  a  crank,  but  we  are  not  of  those  who  make  it  a  point  to 
claim  the  earth  as  the  spiritual  heritage  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple. 
There  are  lots  of  good  men  in  it,  but  not  enough  to  ''tree  a  whale/'  or 
"  burn  a  river. "    Hardly. 

He  pays  proper  tribute  to  the  Knightly  dead,  both  of  his  own  and 
sister  Jurisdictions.  Among  the  former,  Grand  Treasurer  Joel  Burton 
Parsons,  who  passed  to  his  reward  on  Sept.  16th,  1901,  less  than  a  month 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Body.  Peace  to  his  ashes.  We  find  no 
reference,  however,  to  the  decease  of  our  own  beloved  Brother  Power,  an 
omission  we  do  not  understand,  as  notice  of  the  fact  must  have  reached 
theR.-.  E.-. 

Ohio  was  well  represented  at  Louisville — 598  Knights  being  present, 
we  believe — all  of  them  after  the  scalp  of ''  superstition  and  oppression, " 
or  the  "Holy  Grail!" 

He  issued  as  many  ''  dispensations  "  as  he  cared  to,  but  does  not  say 
what  for.    He  made  four  decisions,  in  all  of  which  we  concur. 

Due  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  our  beloved  Presi- 
dent McKinley, "  the  first  among  his  equals, "  in  all  of  which  we  also 
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concur :    He  was  a  Christian  and  a  genUeman !    Would  to  God  there  were 
more  like  him. 

A  portrait  of  the  R.'.  £.'.  adorns  the  pamphlet. 

The  proceedings  were  principally  routine  and  of  local  interest. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  total  receipts  of  $9,145.00,  and  a  balance 
in  hand  of  $8,985.89;  total  resources,  $18,130.89;  disbursements,  $9,736.52. 
Net  balance,  $8,394.37.  Among  the  expenditures  we  find  $300  pai<i  our 
Brother  Bell  for  his  report  on  correspondence  and  $150  for  'Miorses  for 
parade.  "  — (  We  suppose  at  Louisville ! )  Grand  Recorder  Bell  reports 
736  "  created, "(  He  should  have  said  "dubbed.")  90  admitted  and  91 
reinstated— a  total  gain  of  827.  From  this  deduct:  Withdrawn,  112; 
died,  129;  dropped  N.  P.  D.,  126;  suspended,  3 ;  expelled,  2.  Total,  372— 
showing  a  net  gain  of  455.  Total  membership,  9,490.  Of  this  number 
8,864  have  uniforms. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  in  considering  the  decisions  of  the 
Grand  Commander  arrived  at  the  somewhat  singular  conclusion  that  a 
man  could  not  fill  the  office  of  £.*.  C.'.  and  Captain  of  the  Guard  at  the 
same  time  and  give  satisfaction  I    We  concur. 

There  is  a  full  report  in  regard  to  the  Masonic  Home  of  Ohio,  which 
institution  is  a  credit  to  the  fraternity  in  that  bailiwick,  but  it  costs  a 
lot  of  money  to  run  it.  There  are  some  things  that  strike  us  as  extrava- 
gant, as  for  instance:  Pay  Roll,  main  building,  $5,810;  do.  grounds, 
$51.25 ;  do.  farm  and  barn,  $792.  Total  for  hire,  $6,653;  total  for  **  main- 
tenance, "  $20,049,  in  round  numbers.  There  are  in  the  Home  63  men — 
average  age  72  ;  34  women— average  age  70;  24  boys — average  age  12,  and 
24  girls — average  age  11.  Total  inmates,  145.  Thus  it  costs  $138,  each,  per 
annum  for  these  waifs  which,  in  the  light  of  our  experience,  or  observa- 
tion, is  too  much.  Among  the  inmates,  especially  the  boys  and  girls, 
there  must  be  many  who  could  help  materially  in  the  work,  without  in- 
jury to  themselves,  and  thus  reduce  the  *'  Pay  Roll.  "  Perhaps  we  are 
wrong,  at  all  events  it  is  none  of  our  business.  There  have  been  $270,- 
274.00  contributed  to  the  organization  and  support  of  this  noble  charity, 
and  we  congratulate  our  Ohio  brethren  on  their  liberality.  Possibly  the 
'*  Holy  Grail  "  may  be  found  in  this  institution. 

A  picture  of  our  ( late  )  gentle,  lovable  and  loved  Brother  Wm.  Mc- 
Kinley,  in  full  Templar  uniform,  beautifies  and  adorns  the  pamphlet. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Covers  102  pages,  digests  the  proceedings  of  forty-three  Templar 
Grands  and  is  the  finished  production  of  Grand  Recorder  Jno.  N.  Bell 
and  is  his  third.  Like  the  other  two,  this  is  a  good  one  and  reflects  credit 
upon  its  author  and  the  Imperial  Jurisdiction  here  presents  in  this  field. 
His  attention  to  Mississippi  at  Water  Valley,  is  very  full  and  generally 
fraternal.  He  quotes  our  Brotlier  Jones'  fulminations  in  regard  to  the 
ritual,  which  he  calls,  "  the  nub  of  the  address.  "  He  neither  approves 
or  denounces,  which  he  ought  to  have  done — one  or  ''  t'other.  " 

Of  the  report  of  the  Law  Committee  he  says ; 
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They  ^o  into  a  long  dissertation  on  the  vexed  question  of  dealing 
with  a  dielinquent  for  dues,  claiming  that  under  the  statues  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  tliat  the  only  penalty  autliorized  by  the  law  is  "  depriving 
a  member  of  the  right  to  vote  and  hold  office. '' 

The  difficulty  seems  to  be  with  our  brethren  of  Mississippi,  that  they 
are  laboring  under  the  delusion  that  their  hands  are  tied  entirely  by  the 
Grand  Encampment,  and  that  they  have  no  power  and  authority  to  en- 
act such  laws  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for  their  own  benefit  and 
protection,  subject  only  to  the  general  provisions  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment Statutes. 

And  as  this  is  an  attack  on  '*  Our  Fred, ''  we  let  that  doughty  Knight 
respond  to  it,  himself,  which  he  does  in  the  following  vigorous  and  thor- 
ough style : 

'*Tlie  trouble  in  Mississippi  is  this:  When  a  Mason  of  any  degree 
takes  an  obligation  to  support  and  maintain  the  Statutes  and  laws  of  a 
higher  body,  they  have  an  insane  idea  that  it  means  something  and 
when  they  find  the  law  written  in  the  Code  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
their  insane  delusion  is  that  they  are  as  gentlemen  bound  to  obey  it. 
The  Grand  Encampment  made  a  faw  which  if  literally  executed  would 
break  up  every  Commandery  under  its  Jurisdiction.  There  is  no  sort  of 
use  in  glossing  over  this  sort  of  thing  and  our  Committee  finding  the  law 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  defective,  said  so  in  plain  English  words, 
wiiich  no  amount  of  silly  admiration  for  the  Grand  Encampment  can 
explain  away.  The  question  is  to  find  an  adequate  remedy  for  as  stupid 
a  piece  of  legislation  as  was  ever  devised.  It  does  not  take  much  thought 
to  be  able  to  reason  out  the  suggestion  of  our  Committee,  that  the  errand 
Encampment  having  legislated,  no  Grand  Commandery  can  enact  any 
law  on  the  subject,  for  that  is  the  law,  and  the  only  law  there  can  be.  ** 

In  all  of  which  we  concur,  except  the  claim  that  we  of  Mississippi 
pay  more  heed  to,  and  try  to  keep  solemnly  assumed  obligations  more 
than  do  our  neighbors.  The  facts  do  not  warrant  the  assumption.  Not 
by  a  jug  full !  Nine-tenths  of  us  do  not  allow  the  obligations  taken  at  the 
altar  of  Masonry  as  of  any  binding  effect  and  they  have  no  influence  at 
ail  in  our  treatment  of,  and  actions  towards  our  brethren.  There  are 
exceptions  to  this  rule,  but  they  are  scarce.  We  thank  the  Lord  for  the 
exceptions.  This  reminds  us  of  a  story  we  heard  in  our  younger  days. 
It  was  at  a  prayer  meeting  and  an  old  brother  in  the  course  of  his  prayer 
said  :  "  Lord,  Thou  has't  created  man  in  Thine  own  image.  Thou  hasH 
created  woman,  with  a  slight  variation,  etc.,"  whereupon  another  old 
brother  bawled  out:  "Thank  the  Lord  for  the  variatian ! ^'  And  so  we 
thank  Him  that  there  are  some  who  will  not  swear  to  a  lie,  while  at  a 
Masonic  altar,  any  quicker  than  in  the  court  of  justice. 

We  also  excerpt  this: 

A  very  pleasing  event  closed  the  conclave.  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Knight  John 
Corson  Smith  gave  a  very  interesting  sketch  of  the  assault  of  the  Turks 
under  the  Sultan  Solyman  on  the  little  fort  of  St.  Elmo,  on  the  Island  of 
Malta,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  ending  by  presenting  a  bit  of  stone 
from  the  underground  Chapel  of  the  fort,  to  St.  Elmo  Commandery  No.  18. 

Also  this: 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  again  the  work  of  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander DeLapi  written  in  hie  inimitable  style,  full  of  bright  sayings  and 
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comments  upon  the  doings  of  other  Grand  Bodies,  many  of  which  we 
would  be  glad  to  quote  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers,  but  we  have  already 
devoted  fall  space  to  Mississippi,  and  must  abstain,  giving  room,  how- 
ever, to  a  part  of  his  conclusion,  which  we  must  say  has  '^  lots  of  sense '' 
in  it: 

And  this,  from  his  "  Conclusion  :  " 

While  writing  the  closing  pages  of  our  report,  the  terrible  news  came 
over  the  wires  that  our  beloved  President,  Sir  Knight  William  McKinlev, 
had  been  assassinated  by  the  hand  of  a  cowardly  anarchist.  The  details 
of  this  horrible  crime  have  been  heralded  over  the  world  and  caused 
the  deepest  sorrow  and  indignation,  not  only  in  this,  but  in  every  civil- 
ized country  of  the  globe.  Words  cannot  express  our  feelings  at  this 
time.  We  know  not  what  we  say.  The  tears  dim  our  eyes  as  we  think 
of  the  noble,  upright  Christian  Knight,  the  true  and  faithful  husband, 
the  patriotic  statesman,  the  true  and  tried  friend  of  every  American  citi- 
zen, treacherously  done  to  death  in  the  very  act  of  giving  kindly  greet- 
ing to  his  fellow-citizens.  No  nobler,  kindlier,  more  generous  spirit  ever 
animated  living  man.  His  last  words  will  ever  remain  on  the  records  of 
time,  an  inspiration  to  all  mankind,  "Good-bye,  all ;  good-bye.  It  is 
God*8  way,  His  will  be  done. " 

Sir  William  L.  Bates,  K.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 

OKLAHOMA  — 1901  . 

The  Sixth  Annual  was  held  at  Perry,  April  10th.  Present:  R.*.  E.*. 
Sir  Harper  S.Cunningham,  Grand  Commander;  E.\Bir  De  Forest  DeFrancis 
I^each,  Grand  Recorder;  Sir  Julius  Cxsar  Cross,  Deputy  Grand  Com- 
mander; one  Past  Grand  Commander;  three  Past  Eminent  Comman- 
ders, and  delegates  from  four  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  a  brief  resume  of  his  official  acts 
and  deliverances,  in  which  we  find  nothing  of  general  interest. 

The  proceedings  were  devoid  of  general  interest,  also.  Grand  Re- 
corder reports  collections  of  $530.50.  He  has  a  new  system  of  "  Matthew- 
Mattocks,"  as  this  excerpt  will  show: 

"  RKCAPITULATION." 

"  Balance  in  Treasury  April  9th,  1901 $433  91 

Receipts  to  April  9, 1901 530  50 

Total $759  11 

Disbursements  to  April  9,  1901 $325  20 

Balance  in  treasury  April  9,  1901 $433  91  " 

Grand  Treasurer's  account  shows  same  balance,  but  he  gets  them  by 
another  way. 

The  Grand  Recorder  is  evidently  a  novice  in  the  office  as  lie  gives  no 
statistics  showing  the  number  of  members— gain  or  loss,  and  closes  the 
journal  in  the  following  unique  style : 
**  Grand  Commandery  closed  inform." 

Courteously  submitted. 

Signed  by  Grand  Commander  alone. 
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A  Grand  Cominandery  when  closed  by  the  Grand  Commander  is 
closed  in  ample  form,  and  the  journal  should  be  eigned  by  him  and  at- 
te8te<l  by  the  Grand  Recorder.     Do  things  right,  brethren! 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Julius  Caesar  Cross,  Jr.,  is  the  Grand  Commander;  DeF. 
DeF.  I^ach,  Grand  Recorder.    No  Correspondent. 

A  picture  of  Julius  Ciesar  adorns  the  pamphlet. 


PENNSYLVANIA— 1901. 

The  Forty-eighth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Reading,  May  28th. 
There  were  present : 

R.'.  E.\  Sir  Adam  H.  Schmehl,  Grand  Commander ;  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Wm. 
W.  Allen,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers  except  Grand 
Captain  of  the  Guard ;  ten  Past  Grand  Commanders  ;  twenty- three  Grand 
Representatives,  and  Delegates  from  all  the  seventy-six  Subordinate 
Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  simply  a  business  paper  contain- 
ing a  brief  review  of  the  principal  features  of  his  administration.  Proper 
mention  is  made  of  the  Knightly  dead  of  the  country  who  have  been 
honored  by  holding  important  official  positions  in  the  Order  and  their 
names  made  a  part  of  the  records  of  the  Grand  Body. 

His  visitations  were  quite  general  and  resulted  in  good,  we  hope. 
He  made  quite  a  number  of  decisions.  To  the  query:  **  Can  an  objec- 
tion once  made  and  recorded  be  removed?"  he  answerd,  "No,"  and 
cites  the  law  of  the  Grand  Encampment  to  support  the  decision,  which 
we  doubt  not  it  does,  but  that  fact  does  not  prevent  us  from  denying  its 
sense  and  propriety.  •There  are  several  cases  where  it  would  be  emi- 
nently wise  and  proper  to  clear  the  record  and  try  it  Again,  but  it  would 
do  no  good  to  cite  them.  He  issued  a  lot  of  dispensations,  the  very  first 
in  the  lot  being  to  allow  a  Massachusetts  Commandery  to  "  invade"  Penn- 
sylvania and  make  a  **  pilgrimage ! "  All  of  which  we  hope  sincerely,  was 
accomplished  without  strife  or  bloodshed. 

He  refused  to  allow  a  Subordinate  Commandery  to  bury  a  non-affil- 
iated Templar  with  the  honors  of  Knighthood.  Had  we  been  the  Com- 
mander of  that  Commandery  we  should  have  buried  the  Brother  and  then 
asked  for  the  endorsement  of  the  act  by  the  Grand  Commander.  In  our 
opinion  death  settles  all  debts,  public  and  private. 

When  the  soul  leaves  its  earthly  tenement  both  it  and  the  body 
should  pass  beyond  the  range  and  operation  of  human  law  as  its  juris- 
diction ceases  when  the  defendant  appears  before  the  bar  of  God. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  of  local  interest.  Grand  Treas- 
urer reported  a  balance  in  hand  of  $6,824.15.  He  also  reported  contribu- 
tions for  Galveston  relief  of  $2,111.92.  Grand  Recorder's  report  shows 
that  there  were  1,028  Templars  dubbed  ( they  call  it  "  created  "  )  98  ad- 
mitted, one  by  error;  total  gains  1,127;  resigned,  91;  died,  210;  sus- 
pended, 165  ;  expelled,  1 ;  errors,  4 ;  total  loss,  471  ;  net  gain,  656.  Total 
membership,  13,288. 
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One  Commandery  conferred  the  Orders  on  82  candidates,  another  on 
68.  The  installation  of  the  Grand  Officers  was  in  public  and  was  pre- 
ceded by  some  speech  naaking  and  presentation  of  a  sword  to  the  newly 
elected  Grand  Commander.    All  of  which  was  very  pleasant. 

8ir  James  H.  Codding  presented  the  Correspondence  report,  it  being 
his  first  offence,  our  good  Brother  Smith,  the  usual  architect  of  these  pa- 
pers being  absent  on  a  "  pilgrimage  abroad."  The  report  takes  rank  with 
the  best  and  Brother  Smith  could  not  have  dropped  his  mantle  on  wor- 
thier shoulders.  Forty-two  pamphlets  are  courteously  reviewed,  our 
own  for  1900  getting  three  pages. 

Brother  Codding  notes  the  fact  that  Brother  Waddell  delivered  an 
"  excellent  discourse  "  and  remarks,  anent  Brother  Speed's  Law  Report 
upon  the  non-affiliation  statute,  *'  construing  it,  as  we  think  it  was  in- 
tended at  its  passage.*'  He  quotes  liberally  from  our  report  but  neither 
agrees  or  dissents  in  words.  He  also  says:  '*  An  admirable  portrait  of 
the  present  Grand  Commander  (  Jones )  adorns  the  book.  It  is  one  of 
the  finest  pieces  of  work  of  its  kind  that  we  have  ever  seen." 

We  copy  his  conclusion : 

l'envoi. 

From  nearly  every  part  of  a  broad  domain,  more  than  imperial  in  its 
magnitude,  we  have  endeavored  to  gather  and  present  the  signs  and 
proofs,  of  the  grand  progress  of  Templarism.  To  all  who  have  loved  the 
Order,  who  have  labored  for  its  advancement,  and  have  given  time  and 
thought  to  its  jurisprudence  and  rituals,  these  indications  cannot  fail  to 
be  most  gratifying.  Strong  hands,  strong  minds,  and  strong  hearts  are 
everywhere  carrying  on  the  work.  We  have  reached  an  eminence  which 
half  a  century  ago  might  well  have  seemed  impossible. 

Among  the  members  of  the  Reportorial  Corps,  we  have  found  very 
few  subjects  leading  to  argument.  There  is  a  general  disposition  to  place 
in  retirement  many  opinions  respecting  jurisprudence  and  ritual,  for  the 
sake  of  the  greater  glory  which  comes  from  our  closely  united  Order. 
While  we  are  pleased  always  with  judiciously  manifested  individuality, 
and  may  always  learn  something  therefrom,  yet  it  is  perliaps  best  that 
Templarism  should  follow  upon  the  course  now  so  happily  begun. 

If  any  little  heresy  has  crept  into  the  foregoing  pages  the  writer  alone 
is  responsible ;  the  more  so  as  he  is  a  temporary  substitute,  filling  an- 
other's place;  but  as  a  member  of  our  glorious  Order  he  cordially  em- 
braces this  opportunity  of  extending  to  all  whose  correspondence  he  has 
read,  with  so  much  pleasure,  the  assurance  of  high  esteem  and  fraternal 
regard. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Thomas  F.  Penman,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recor- 
der and  Correspondent,  ( i.  e.  Brother  Smith  )  as  before. 


SOUTH   DAKOTA  — 1901. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Sioux  Falls,  June  14th. 
There  were  present: 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Eugene  W.  Coughran,  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  George 
A.Pettegrew,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers;  six  Past 
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Grand  Commanders;  sixteen  Grand   Representatives;  twenty-five  Past 
Commanders  and  Delegates  from  twelve  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  well  written  epitome  of  a  very 
creditable  administration.  After  a  rehash  of  the  Constantine  Crosp 
myth,  he  indulges  in  the  following  very  sensible  remarks : 

It  has  been  truly  said,  The  Red  Cross  Degree  is  founded  upon  Truth  ; 
the  emblem  of  the  Order  being  the  passion  cross,  which  is  to  commemo- 
rate our  faith  in  God.  As  Judaism  was  a  preparation  for  Christianity, 
so  the  order  of  the  Red  Cross  is  a  preparation  for  the  Christian  order  of 
the  Temple." 

'  Z. Though  this  Order  has  passed  through  many  phases  and  transitions 
since  its  inception,  they  have  been  like  purifying  fires,  brightening  its 
luster  and  leaving  it  better,  grander,  and  more  far  reaciiing  in  its  infiu- 
ence  for  the  good  of  mankind  ;  and  my  friends,  I  firmly  believe,  that  it 
is  destined  to  ever  continue  abreast  of  the  times,  hand  in  hand  with 
tlie  Christian  religion. 

He  pays  proper  tribute  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  Knightly 
dead,  both  of  his  own  and  sister  Jurisdictions. 

His  dispensations  were  for  wise  and  proper  purposes.  On  the  subject 
of  'HTrand  Commandery  Home,"  he  discourses  in  this  sensible  style: 

The-  question  of  a  permanent  home  or  meeting  place  of  this  Grand 
Commandery  having  been  agitated  for  some  time,  I  would  recommend 
that  it  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon  at  this  meeting.  The  fact  that  each 
Commandery  wll^re  our  Conclaves  are  held,  in  their  laudable  desire  to 
make  these  gatherings  as  enjoyable  as  possible,  carry  their  hospitality. to 
the  extent  of  embarrassing  them  financially,  so  that  it  requires  several 
^ears  for  them  to  recover,  makes  action  of  some  kind  advisable;  settled 
m  a  permanent  abiding  place,  this  unnecessary  expenditure  for  enter- 
tainment is  obviated. 

'I  he  proceedings  are  devoid  of  general  interest. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  cash  balance  on  hand  of  $1,023.09* 
which  is  a  good  showing  for  so  young  a  body. 

The  Grand  Recorder  reports  collections  amounting  to  $754.20,  and 
remarks  that,  *'  For  the  first  time  since  I  have  occupied  this  office,  the 
returns  were  all  in  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Constitution. 
Total  membership,  771 — a  gain  of  16. 

A  portrait  of  Grand  Commander  Coughran  adorns  the  pamphlet. 

Our  good  brother,  Past  Grand  Commander  Sam  Jumpre,  jumps  into 
the  ring  with  his  sixth  report  on  Correnpondence  which,  like  the  other 
five,  is  a  very  good  one.     AVe  copy  his  "  opening  chorus :" 

We  commence  our  Sixth  Annual  Report  on  New  Year's  Day.  Stand- 
ing on  the  threshold  of  the  New  Year  and  the  new  century,  w^e  gaze 
back  into  the  years  that  have  passed,  viewing  with  pride  and  admiration 
the  wonderful  and  marvelous  records  that  have  been  made.  The  ad- 
vancement of  Masonry  and  Templarism  has  been  co-equal  with  the  pro- 
gress of  civilization  and  science.  The  wonderful  achievements  in  steam 
and  electricity  during  the  departing  century  are  without  a  parallel  in  the 
history  of  the  world.  Christianity,  Masonry,  Templarism  and  Science 
are  marching  in  solid  phalanx,  civilizing  and  Christianizing  all  races  and 
and  all  countries.     The  wonderful  progress  and  advancement  of    the 
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past  will  be  forgotten  in  the  greater  and  grander  achievements  of  the 
Twentieth  century.  New  powers  and  new  elements  now  unknown,  will 
he  harnessed  and  trained  to  do  the  will  of  man,  making  the  world  better 
and  brighter  as  it  grows  older,  and  where  the  world  is  brighter;  where 
mankind  is  happier;  where  Christianity  is  more  Christlike;  where 
civilization  is  higher,  there,  side  by  side,  kissed  by  the  same  gentle 
winds,  will  wave  the  Templar  banner  and  "Old  Glory."  Templarism 
and  Patriotism  should  be  the  watchword  of  the  new  century  for  every 
Knights  Templar,  with  America  for  Americans,  and  Americans  for  the 
whole  world. 

Brother  Samuel  digests  the  proceedings  of  forty  Templar  legisla- 
tures in  his  usual  courteous  and  instructive  style,  Mississippi  for  1900 
getting  three  and  a  half  pages  out  of  seventy-eight  in  all. 

His  attention  to  our  pamphlet  is  full  and  fraternal.  He  says  of 
Brother  Cobb's  address  that  it  **wa8  a  well  prepared  document,"  and  of 
your  committee: 

Twenty  times  Sir  K.  G.  DeLap  has  presented  the  Report  on  Corres- 
pondence. The  twentieth  number  shines  out  equal  to  the  best,  in  spite 
of  the  apology  offered  by  the  Brother  that  its  defects  must  be  attributed 
to  the  fact  that  during  the  compiling  of  the  report  he  was  under  a  con- 
stant strain  of  worry  and  trouble.  Whatever  the  cause,  he  has  the 
heartfelt  sympathy  of  the  Guild. 

And  after  quoting  sundry  "  gems  of  thought  "  from  our  report,  he 
remarks:  "Brother  DeLap  is  all  right  at  heart,  but  it  will  be  a  long 
time  before  he  brings  this  wicked  world  to  his  way  of  thinking."  Per- 
hai)s  so.     May  God  bless  our  brother. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Morris  H.  Kelly  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  ))efore. 


TKNN  KSSKE  -1901  . 

The  opening  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual  was  preceded  by  devotional 
offices  at  the  first  Presbyterian  church  at  Chattanooga,  after  which  a  wel- 
come address  by  Rev.  Sir  Bachman  was  made,  which  was  responded  to 
by  Grand  Commander  Freeman.  Both  addresses  were  short,  spicy  and 
appropriate. 

Getting  down  to  business,  there  were  found  to  be  present:  R.*. 
E.'.  Sir  R.  R.  Freeman,  Grand  Commander;  E.'.  Sir  Jno.  B.  Garrett, 
Grand  Recorder;  all  the  balance  of  the  Grand  Officers;  five  Past  Grand 
Commanders;  a  long  list  of  Past  Commanders;  nineteen  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives, including  Brother  Hanner  for  Mississippi,  and  Representa- 
tives from  fifteen  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  the  shortest  of  the  season,  cover- 
ing less  than  three  pages,  more  than  half  of  it  being  made  up  of  a  poem 
of  fifteen  verses.     We  copy  a  verse  to  show  you  its  trend  : 

The  Templars'  light  refulgent  bright, 
Should  reach  a  man's  immortal  soul. 
To  stir  its  depths  with  impulse  right. 
And  lead  him  to  his  Heavenly  goal. 
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So  it  should,  but  it  seldom  does.  The  prose  part  of  the  address  con- 
tains nothing  of  general  interest.  His  office  bad  been  something  of  a 
sinecure — it  did  not  take  many  words  to  tell  what  he  had  done. 

The  Grand  Recorder  reports  receipts  of  $1|765.25  from  the  Subordi- 
nate Commanderies,  which  leads  us  considerably.  He  also  notes  the  de- 
cease of  distinguished  Templars  outside  of  Tennessee,  which  duty  is 
usually  performed  by  the  Grand  Commander. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  on  hand  of  only  $246.25, 
which  we  can  beat. 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  became  decidedly  elo- 
quent in  their  reference  to  the  Grand  Commander's  poetical  address. 
Hear  them : 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  Grand  Body  has  its  Grand 
Commander  seen  proper  to  consult  the  muses  and  make  a  report  almost 
in  its  entirety  in  poetical  stanzas.  To  this  there  can  be  no  objection,  es- 
pecially so  where  each  particular  stanza  is  weighted  with  such  sentiments 
of  morality  and  goodness  as  in  this  particular  case.  Music,  flowers,  and 
poetry  are  great  factors  in  the  mind  of  man  to  correct  evils,  elevate 
thought,  and  scatter  roses  along  the  pathway  of  life. 

The  music,  beautiful  and  heavenly,  we  enjoyed  in  the  morning  hour 
of  devotional  service  at  the  church ;  the  flowers  we  have  about  us  in  the 
decoration  of  this  beautiful  Asylum,  and  the  happy  thoughts  contained 
in  the  poetic  effusions  of  the  Grand  Commander  we  will  have  to  feed  our 
brain  upon  until  next  we  meet. 

We  infer,  from  the  above,  that  the  "  Poem  "  was  original  with  the 
Grand  Commander  and,  if  so,  we  desire  to  offer  our  congratulations,  as  it 
is  really  a  nice  little  piece.  The  same  committee  disapproved  his  allow- 
ing a  Subordinate  Commandery  to  "  ballot  out  of  time,  "  claiming  that 
it  is  prohibited  by  Title  VII,  Sec.  1,  of  the  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment. What  if  it  did  ?  Is  there  anything  that  a  Grand  or  Subordinate 
Commandery  can  do  that  is  not  prohibited  by  some  "  Title  "  or  **  Sec- 
tion ''  of  the  fulminations  of  the  Grand  Encampment  ?  If  there  is,  what 
is  it? 

Total  membership  1001 — a  gain  of  6. 

Our  good  brother,  Hy  H.  IngersoU,  is  the  author  of  a  short  (  57  pp. ) 
but  really  excellent  report  on  Correspondence,  in  wJiich  the  transactions 
of  forty-two  Templar  legislatures  receive  courteous  attention,  our  own  at 
Meridian  getting  five  pages.    We  copy  a  part  of  his  **  Opening  Chorus :  " 

Summoned  to  the  agreeable  task  of  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  sis- 
ter Grand  Commanderies  in  America  and  wheresoever  else  around  the 
globe  they  may  be  found — rarely,  we  imagine,  off  our  own  continent — 
your  Correspondent,  though  somewhat  experienced  in  such  work  for 
Ix>dge  and  Chapter,  feels  that  he  is  entering  a  new  country  where  dif- 
ferent rules  prevail  and  different  tastes  are  in  vogue,  and,  therefore,  takes 
up  pencil  and  scissors  with  some  misgivings,  but  cheerfully  withal,  for 
to  him  the  life  of  service  is  the  life  of  joy,  and  he  has  long  since  solved 
the  problem  of  human  happiness  by  ever  striving  to  make  others  happy. 

If,  therefore,  our  labors  in  this  new  field  shall  only  prove  fruitful, 
and  shall  be  as  welcome  as  in  the  old,  the  reward  will  be  ample  and  the 
{service  fully  requited^ 
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**  I  live  for  those  who  love  me, 
Kor  those  who  know  me   true, 
For  the  Heaven  that  hends  above  me, 
And  awaits  my  spirit,  too ; 
For  the  cause  that  lacks  assistance, 
For  the  wrongs  that  need  resistence, 
For  the  future  in  the  distance, 
And  the  good  tliat  I  can  do. " 

There  is  a  specious  freedom  in  Grand  Lodge  work,  not  to  be  found  in 
any  other  Masonic  service.  Here  one  has  to  answer  only  to  his  Grand 
Ix)dge.  It  owns  no  superior,  and  however  welcome  may  be  the  plaudits 
of  others,  he  may  be  well  content  if  he  has  pleased  and  gratified  his 
brethren. 

In  Chapter  work  the  feeling  is  close  akin  to  this,  for  here  the  worker 
scarcely  feels  the  velvet  hands  and  silken  bonds  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter;  and  so  his  words  are  specialy  addressed  to  the  Companions  of 
his  own  state,  to  whose  tastes  he  caters,  however  grateful  may  be  the  ap- 
probation of  his  fellow  Correspondents. 

But  since  the  Grand  Encampment  is  the  common  sovereign  of  all 
Knights  Templar,  and  the  Grand  Commandery  only  at  best  a  subaltern, 
your  Correspondent  feels  the  he  is  sub  modo  a  servant  of  the  Encamp- 
ment, and  so  one  of  a  corps  of  Correspondents  writing  under  it,  if  not  for 
it ;  and  thus  his  liberty  of  speech  is  somewliat  abridged,  though  he  may 
have  a  sense  of  freedom  in  addressing  his  Fraters  of  the  Guild,  which 
would  be  bad  form,  surely,  in  a  Grand  Lodge  Report,  where  it  is  all  for- 
eign correspondence. 

We  beg  to  suggest  to  our  Brother  Henry  that  we  are  not  sub  modo^  or 
any  other  way  **  a  servant  of  the  Encampment, "  and  don't  intend  to  be. 
Brother  IngersoH's  attention  to  Mississippi  is  courteous,  very  full  and 
fraternal.  He  says  of  our  good  Brother  Jab.  Jones'  portrait:  "An  ex- 
cellent half-tone  of  the  strong  face  of  the  venerable  Grand  Commander 
embellishes  this  pamphlet,  etc.," 

He  quotes  liberally  from  reports  of  Committees,  Brother  Waddell's 
sermon  and  our  report  and  doesn't  find  fault  with  any  of  them.  This  is 
pleasant,  from  a  standpoint  of  peace,  but  is  discouraging  when  you  are 
hunting  for  a  fight. 

Under  Ohio  we  find  there : 

The  report  upon  Masonic  Homes  shows  the  total  receipts  of  the  gen- 
eral fund  to  have  been  $214,463.  The  expenses  during  the  year  were 
$20,894,  while  the  receipts  during  the  year  were  $24,021,  of  which  the 
Grand  Lodge  contributed  $17,200;  Grand  Chapter,  $24,261  ;  and  Grand 
Commandery,  $2,o00.  The  contributions  from  the  Scottish  Rite  Bodies 
are  not  reported. 

There  are  now  in  the  Home  138  inmates— 62  men,  29  women,  24  boys, 
and  23  girls.  Tlie  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  seems  to  have  taken  upon 
itself  the  duty  and  pleasure  of  giving  Christmas  presents  to  these  in- 
mates, and  in  "addition  to  the  innumerable  articles  furnished  by  seventy- 
two  Chapters  of  this  Order  in  Ohio,  $256  were  sent  in  cash,  and  besides, 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Eastern  Star  appropriated  $100,  and  three 
Shriner  Temples  contributed  $275  for  the  purpose  of  a  fine  piano  for  the 
Home.  And  thus  the  occupants  of  this  Masonic  residence  were  made 
happy  with  gifts  galore. 
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Who  wouldn't  be  a  Shriner,  and  with  the  Shrinere  stand  ?  Nobody 
but  a  two-legged  Ichsyotlianrus  !  Mississippi  gets  more  space  in  this  re- 
port than  any  other  state,  which  shows  that  Brother  Henry  knows  when 
he  finds  a  good  thing — and  saves  it. 

We  copy  his  conclusion  and  say  good  bye,  with  regret : 

Welcome  the  end  !  It  has  been  a  delightful  journey.  Many  old 
friends  we've  met,  and  made  many  new  acquaintances,  and  should  have 
made  more,  but  for  the  slips  that  denied  us  sight  of  Oklahoma  and 
South  Carolina — or  do  they  have  Knights  Templar  there?— and  much 
joy  they've  brought  us  for  our  Tennessee  Fraters ;  yet,  welcome  the  end, 
and  a  rest! 

Of  all  the  good  things  we  have  saved  up  for  inspiration  and  use  "  at 
the  finish,  "  we  ( how  many  are  there  of  us,  any  way?;  present  now  but 
one,  and  that  is  for  the  eyes  of  the  functionaries  who  ordain  *^  Christmas 
observance. " 

When  in  your  wisdom  you  are  devising  for  the  honor  of  the  Order, 
and  the  use  of  intelligent  beings,  a  ceremony  for  this  gladsome  day,  and 
you  contemplate  devising  a  stereotype  telegram  to  the  Grand  Master  for 
all  the  Knights  Templar  to  send,  and  a  stereotype  response  for  all — pray 
DON'T.  Give  individual  hearts  and  brains  and  tongues  a  chance,  and  let 
each  voice  its  own  sentiment.  There's  scarce  aCommandery  in  America 
but  has  at  least  one  Frater  in  it  who  can  write  a  toast;  and  the  Grand 
Master  can  find  a  vocabulary  somewhere,  even  on  Christmas  Day. 

Our  Fraters  of  Tennessee  will  accept  these  first-fruits  as  tokens  of 
loving  service  cheerfully  rendered,  and  the  (luild  will  perhaps  open  its 
ranks  to  make  standing  room  for  the  latest  recruit,  and  **  first  pity, 
then  endure,  and  then  embrace.  " 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Wm.  L.  Hope  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  before. 
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A  special  Conclave  was  held  at  Sherman,  February  5th,  to  pay  the  final 
honors  to  the  Grand  Prelate,  Rev.  Sir  John  C.  Carpenter,  who  exchanged 
the  sorrows  and  sufterings  of  earth  for  the  joys  and  deliglits  of  that  up- 
per and  better  country  on  February  3rd,  1901.  The  Right  Eminent,  in 
General  Order  No.  3,  paid  an  eloquent  and  touching  tribute  to  his  mem- 
ory and  worth.    Peace  to  his  ashes. 

The  Forty-eighth  Annual  was  held  in  Galveston  April  17th.  Present: 
R.".  E.'.  Sir  A.  B.  Howard,  Grand  Commander  ;  E.'.  Sir  J.  C.  Kidd,  Grand 
Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand  Oflicers  except  Treasurer  and  Sword 
Bearer;  eight  Past  Grand  Commanders  ;  sixteen  Grand  Representatives 
and  Delegates  from  twenty-three  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  well  written  and  comprehen- 
sive document,  but  it  is  largely  local  in  its  references.  His  dispensations 
were  all  for  wise  purposes. 

One  new  Commandery  was  instituted. 

Considerable  space  is  occupied  by  correaponence  in  regard  to  relief 
for  the  storm  suff*erers,  among  others  being  that  of  our  Grand  Comman- 
der Jones.  Portraits  of  Grand  Prelate  Carpenter,  deceased,  and  Grand 
Commander  Howard  adorn  the  pamphlet. 


FRATERNAL  CORRKSPONDl^lNCHi.  6(1 

Proceedings  routihfe'  and  of  local  interest.  The  Grand  Treasurer  re- 
ports a  cash  balance  in  liand  for  General  Fund  11,630.75;  Triennial  Fund, 
$1,500— $3,410.75. 

The  Returns  show :  Creations — 217,  affiliations,  61 ;  reinstatements, 
17;  total  gain  295.  Dimissions,  78;  suspensions,  66,  and  deaths,  33 — 
177  ;  leaving  a  net  gain  of  118.     Total  membership,  2,270. 

The  Triennial  Committee  reported  that  they  had  bought  a  privatfe 
residence  in  Louisville  and  food  for  40  people  for  four  days  for  $500, 
which  was  quite  reasonable. 

Correspondence  covers  76  pages,  reviews  the  proceedings  of  40  Tem- 
plar Grands,  not  including  Mississippi,  and  is  the  work,  we  presume  of 
Brother  Robert  M.  Elgin,  and  is  a  good  one  like  he  usually  gets  up.  We 
regret  that  our  pamphlet  failed  to  reach  him. 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Fred  M.  Gilbough,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recol*- 
der  and  Correspondent  as  before. 
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The  Fifty-ninth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Burlington,  June 
11th.    There  were  in  attendance  : 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Danl.  N.  Nicholson,  Grand  Commander ;  E.".  Sir  War- 
ren G.  Reynolds,  Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  balance  of  the  Grand  Of- 
ficers; ten  Past  Grand  Commanders;  two  Past  Deputy  Grand  Com- 
manders; one  Past  Grand  Generalissimo;  twenty-seven  Grand  Represen- 
tatives and  Representatives  from  twelve  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  is  a  well  written  resume  of  a  creditable  and  successful  ad- 
ministration but  is  mostly  confined  to  matters  of  local  import.  ,He  de- 
votes considerable  space  to  the  coming  Twenty-eighth  Triennial  Con- 
clave, and  to  the  subject  of  loyalty  to  the  Grand  Commandery  on  the 
part  of  its  subordinates. 

He  reported  having  rented  864  square  feet  of  space  in  the  '*  Gait 
House,''  Louisville,  for  headquarters  four  days  for  the  nominal  considera- 
tion of  $144.00.  The  reports  of  the  Inspecting  oflScers  show  the  Order  to 
be  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition. 

We  clip  the  following  which  we  find  under  the  head  of  **  Condition 
of  the  Order :  " 

As  to  *•  outside  orders,"  it  cannot  be  denied  that  they  have  an  un- 
healthy influence  upon  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  It  has  been  fully  demon- 
strated that  the  attractions  of  some  of  them  allure  the  brethren  from  the 
solemn  and  impressive  ceremonies  of  Masonry,  and  this  too,  on  occa- 
sions set  apart  by  Masonic  teachers,  (especially  for  instruction  and  ex- 
emplifying the  work  of  the  several  degrees,  due  and  ample  notice  of  tlie 
meetings  to  be  held  being  given,  and  certain  it  is  that  some  men  join  the 
Fraternity,  entirely  unmindful  of  the  great  underlying  principles  of  the 
institution. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  presiding  officer  of  every  Commandery  and 
other  Masonic  Bodies  so  far  as  possible,  to  see  that  no  improper  induce- 
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ments  are  held  out  to  men  to  join,  and  have  candidates  understand  that 
"  Masonry  is  a  law  unto  itself  and  can  never  be  made  a  convenience  of 
the  *  joiner.* " 

The  Right  Eminent  evidently  believes  in  the  old  ^'  saw :" 

^'  A  little  nonsense  now  and, 
Is  rellished  bv  the  best  of  men." 

And  he  is  correct,  we  like  it  ourself ! 

A  portrait  of  the  Right  Eminent  occupies  the  title  page  and  is  fol- 
lowed by  a  sketch  of  his  useful  and  honorable  career. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology  is  very  full  and  complete, 
coverings  pages  and  paying  eloquent  and  feeling  tribute  to  the  Knightly 
dead.  The  names  of  nine  R.'.  E.'.  Past  Grand  Commanders  appear  in 
the  report.  We  note  tlie  absense  of  that  of  our  own  good  Brother  Past 
Grand  Commander,  William  Starling. 

The  Grand  Recorder  reports  receipts  of  1864.00,  and  a  total  member- 
ship of  1,966— a  gain  of  69. 

Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  on  hand  of  $1,265.57.  We  note, 
with  pleasure,  that  one  item  of  disbursement  in  his  report,  was  $100.00 
sent  to  Galveston  sufferers. 

CORRKSPONDBNCE 

Covers  84  pages,  reviews  most  of  the  proceedings  of  Templar  govern- 
ing bodies  and  is  the  eighth  in  regular  descent  from  the  brain,  scissors 
and  pen  of  our  good  friend  and  brother,  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Kittridge  Haskins. 
Of  course  it  a  good  one,  as  that  is  the  only  kind  he  writes. 

Under  California  we  find  this : 

The  Grand  Commander  discourses  quite  eloquently  against  the  use  of 
wine  at  their  banquets,  and  congratulated  his  Fraters  that  the  habit  of 
using  wine  at  their  banquets  was  gradually  passing  away.  He  was  in  favor 
of  passing  a  law  prohibiting  its  use  at  the  banquet  table;  either  by  the 
Grand  Commandery  or  the  Subordinate  Commanderies.  He  also  earn- 
estly recommended  that  Grand  Body  to  enact  a  law  prohibiting  a  petition 
being  received  for  the  Orders  from  a  saloon-keeper  or  bar-tender.  His 
appeal  was  partially  effective,  for  we  observe  that  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence,  in  their  report  which  was  subsequently  adopted,  earnestly 
recommended  to  the  Commanderies  in  that  Jurisdiction  that  they  ab- 
stain from  the  use  of  wine  at  their  banquet  tables,  and  also  *'  That  all 
Commanderies  in  this  Jurisdiction  be,  and  they  are,  prohibited  from  re- 
ceiving or  acting  upon  the  petitions  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  from 
either  a  saloon-keeper  or  a  bar-tender." 

If  our  Fraters  of  California  do  not  desire  to  assist  in  the  consumption 
of  the  wines  which  are  manufactured  in  that  state  in  large  quantities, 
why  don't  they  insist  upon  the  passage  of  a  state  law  prohibiting  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  wines  altogether?  Up  here  in  Vermont  we  are 
not  troubled  with  that  kind  of  beverage  except  when  some  one  receives 
an  invoice  of  California  wine  to  be  distributed  contrary  to  law.  As  we 
have  stated  in  our  former  reports,  the  only  liquids  we  can  procure  for 
use  at  the  banquet  table  is  coffee  and  the  pure  water  that  flows  from  our 
mountain  springs.  As  long  as  you  permit  its  manufacture  your  people 
certainly  ought  to  be  compelled  to  share  in  its  consumption. 
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It  is  probable  that  our  California  friends  are  like  a  certain  blatant 
prohibitionist,  who  also  professed  to  have  *'  swept  into  the  experience  of 
entire  sanctification  who  claimed  that  his  neighbors  have  no  right, 
morally,  to  sell  liquors,  and  should  be  debarred  that  privilege  by  law  ; 
but  claimed  the  right  to  have  a  jug  of  ^  bug  juice  *  at  home  for  his  own 
use!''  This  sort  of  prohibitionist  makes  us  tired.  If  I  have  no  right 
to  sell,  he,  logically,  has  no  right  to  drink  it,  as,  if  he  drinks  it,  he 
must  manufacture,  buy  or  steal  it,  and  this  sort  of  temperance  howlet 
just  as  lief  do  the  latter  as  either  of  the  former.  It  is  not  the  use  but 
the  abuse  of  wine  and  strong  drink  that  hurts.  This  fact,  however^ 
does  not,  in  any  degree,  justify  their  use  at  a  Templar  banquet  or  on  the 
sideboards  or  in  the  cellars  of  Christian  homes,  and  you  will  never  find 
them  in  the  latter  except  in  small  quantities  and  for  medicinal  use.  We 
read,  recently  that  the  followers  of  John  Wesley,  in  England  clergy  and 
laity,  have  wine  and  beer  on  their  tables !  "  How  are  tlie  mighty  fal- 
len ! ''  We  expect  to  get  to  Heaven  some  time  and  when  we  do  and 
walk  its  ** golden  streets''  and  mingle  with  its  inhabitants,  we  shall 
not  look  for  or  expect  to  see  a  single  wine  bibbler  or  beer  guzzler.  They 
won't  be  there !  Their  beery  breath  and  wine  laden  exhalations  would 
befoul  the  atmosphere  of  the  "Land  of  Bulah  "  in  half  an  hourl  There 
is  but  one  thing  on  earth  that  smells  quite  as  bad  as  the  breath  of  a 
drinker  of  wine,  beer  and  whisky,  and  that  is  a  glue  factory  with  a  skunk 
as  a  good  second  1 

Brother  Haskens  gives  our  Meridian  minutes  about  two  and  a  half 
pages,  and  this  simply  extracts,  all  of  which  is  wrong.  Let  us  have  more 
of  Brother  Kittridge  and  less  scissors  and  paste. 

Brother  Raskins'  "  Conclusion  "  covers  8  pages  and,  under  the  head 
of  '*  Nonaffiliation,"  he  makes  out  a  very  strong  case  against  the  decision 
the  Grand  Master,  that  the  action  had  at  Pittsburg  In  regard  to  non- 
affiliates  wasjntended  to  be  retroactive  and  while  we  have  been  of  the 
opinion  that  the  decision  was  sound,  we  are  not  now  nearly  so  certain  of 
the  fact.  But  for  its  great  length  and  the  fact  the  "decision"  was  en- 
dorsed at  Louisville,  in  August  last,  we  would  copy  it  all. 

We  have  a  warm  corner  in  our  heart  for  our  Vermont  brethren  and 
leave  them,  for  the  present,  with  regret. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Daniel  Payson  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 
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The  Twenty-seventh  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Martinsburg, 
May  8th.  Present:  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Frank  H.  Markell,  Grand  Commander; 
E.'.  Sir  Robt.  C.  Dunnington,  Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  other  members  of 
the  staff,  except  the  Grand  Prelate  ;  six  Past  Grand  Commanders ;  two 
Past  Grand  Generalissimos ;  a  good  many  Past  Commanders  and  Repre- 
sentatives from  twelve  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  is  a  strictly  business  paper  but  is  mostly  confined  to 
local  matters* 
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His  decisions  were  in  conformity  with  the  law.  His  dispensations 
for  proper  purposes. 

The  Staff  Officers,  some  of  them,  also  made  reports  of  visitations, 
which  are  made  a  part  of  the  records. 

Proceedings  routine  and  of  local  interest.  The  Grand  Treasurer  re- 
ports a  cash  balance  of  $351.90.  The  Grand  Recorder  reports  collec- 
tions of  $1,188.  Total  membership  1,333 — a  gain  of  134!  Pretty  good. 
A  portrait  of  the  present  Grand  Commander  adorns  the  pamphlet. 

Our  good  brother,  W.  W.  VanWinkle,  submits  his  fifth  report  on 
Correspondence,  which  covers  134  pages  and  reviews  the  proceedings  of 
forty  four  Templar  Grands,  in  his  usual  courteous  and  sensible  style, 
Mississippi  for  1900  receiving  due  attention.  We  do  not  concur  in  this, 
which  we  find  under  **  District  of  Columbia:  " 

His  dispensations  w^ere  seven,  and  four  were  to  allow  a  ballot  on 
petitions  out  of  time.  Such  dispensations  as  a  rule  have  met  our  disap- 
proval, although  there  may  have  been  cause  inducing  these.  It  is  not 
permissible  even  with  the  Grand  Master's  consent  to  set  aside  the  law, 
however  prominent  the  applicant  or  supposedly  urgent  the  case.  It  is 
clearly  provided  in  the  Grand  Encampment  Constitution  that  petitions 
can  only  be  received  and  acted  on  at  stated  Conclaves,  and  cannot  be 
balloted  on  in  less  time  than  two  weeks,  without  special  dispensation 
from  the  Grand  Master  or  Grand  Commander.  The  prerogative  is  limited 
to  time  of  ballot,  and  does  not  extend  to  reception  of  petition.  That 
must  be  at  a  stated  Conclave.  The  dispensation  to  receive  and  ballot 
upon  the  petition  of  Companion  VVintield  Scott  Scliley  was  without 
authority  of  law.  It  seems  the  Jurisprudence  Committee  dodged  the 
issue  and  asked  time  to  thoroughly  consider  and  report  at  the  next  An- 
nual Conclave.  The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  however, 
decided  it  was  an  error. 

The  Schley  dispensation  may  have  been  in  contravention  of  some 
fulmination  of  the  Grand  Kncampment  and  labeled  "  Law,"  but  it  was 
eminently  right,  proper  and  sensible. 

Brother  Van's  attention  to  Mississippi  is  full  and  cordial.  As  our 
report  is  already  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  we  will  close  with  Brother 
Van's  **  Conclusion :  " 

Again  the  last  milestone  has  been  reached  in  a  journey  in  which 
many  obstacles  were  encountered,  and  pursuing  it  our  personal  comfort 
was  sacrificed.  We  were  obliged  to  write  hurriedly,  as  we  could  snatch 
time  during  the  past  thirty  days,  mostly  at  night  when  sleep  should 
have  been  our  right.  We  are  satisfied  many  errors  have  crept  in,  and 
that  our  occasional  comments  are  open  to  criticism,  for  which  we  ask 
charitable  judgment,  feeling  satisfied  if  we  have  succeeded  in  a  lim- 
ited measure  in  presenting  matter  interesting,  readable  or  instructive  to 
our  Fraters  for  whom  we  specially  write. 

The  law  enacted  in  Pittsburg  in  reference  to  non-affiliation,  requir- 
ing dependent  membership,  seems  to  be  the  ever  present  topic  of  dis- 
cussion. It  will  be  the  prominent  question  to  engage  attention  at  Louis- 
ville. It  is  the  reverse  of  the  law  as  it  was,  and  its  operation  as  con- 
strued by  the  Grand  Master  is  contrary  to  the  intention  supposed.  The 
Grand  Master's  ruling  is  right,  and  the  fault  is  in  the  legislation.  It  was 
not  intended  to  disturb  the  established  status  of  non-affiliates  in  I^dge 
and  Chapter  prior  to  its  enactment,  but  as  construed,  it  does  and  has. 


t'RAfKRN*AL  CdRRtisPONt)KNCK.  73 

It  certainly  should  be  amended  to  reach  the  intended  purpose  and  re- 
store the  status  of  Sir  Knights  affected,  or  should  be  repealed  and  an- 
other law  passed  that  will  avoid  question  and  settle  con tro very. 

We  are  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  pay  more  attention  to  this  really  ex- 
liaustive  and  instructive  report,  but  so  it  is.  "  May  he  (  using  the  lan- 
guage of  his  uncle,  *  Rip.  * )  live  long  and  prosper.  " 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Jno.  K.  Glide  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 


WYOMING  — 1901. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Rawlins,  April  10th. 
There  were  present : 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  JethroT.  HoUiday,  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  Adrian 
J.  Parshall,  Grand  Recorder;  and  all  the  balance  of  the  staff,  except  the 
two  Wardens,  and  the  Captain  of  the  Guard.  There  were  also  in  attend- 
ance six  Past  Grand  Commanders  ;  five  past  Eminent  Commanders,  and 
Delegates  from  six  Subordinate  Commanderies,  as  well  as  ton  Grand 
Representatives. 

The  address  of  the  Right  Eminent  is  a  brief  resume  of  a  rather  une- 
ventful administration,  in  which  we  find  nothing  of  general  interest. 
No  decisions  or  dispensations  of  importance. 

An  excellent  portrait  of  the  Grand  Commander  adorns  the  pamphlet. 

Proceedings  local.  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  on  hand  of 
$1,195.71.  Grand  Recorder  reports  total  receipts  of  $600.00,  and  a  total 
membership  of  392— a  gain  of  11. 

Brother  Baird,  late  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent,  having  been 
appointed  U.  S.  Attorney  for  Hawaii,  was  unable  to  prepare  tlie  latter 
report,  the  acting  Grand  Recorder  recommended  that  the  code  of  Statutes, 
the  Constitution,  Laws  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  &c.,  be  published 
instead,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

We  are  sorry  to  lose  Brother  Baird  from  the  corps  of  Mutuals  as  he 
was  among  the  best  in  the  Guild  and  his  place  will  be  hard  to  fill.  May 
success  attend  him  in  his  faraway  home. 

R.-.  E.\  Sir  T.  Seddon  Taliaferro,  Jr.,  is  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Ad- 
rian J.  Pashall  is  Grand  Recorder ;  Sir  Jessee  Knight,  Chairman  Corres- 
pondence Committee. 


WISCONSIN— 1901  . 

Forty-third  Annunal  at  Milwaukee,  October  8th.  Present: 
R.'.  E.*.  C.  A.  Lamoreaux,  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  W.  W.  Perry, 
Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers;  seven  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders; several  other  Past  Grand  ofiicers ;  along  batch  of  Past  Com- 
manders ;  twenty  Grand  Representatives,  includng  Brother  Griffin  for 
Mississippi ;  and  Representatives  of  twenty-seven  Subordinate  Comman* 
defies. 
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The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  plain,  practical  and  well 
written  bneiness  paper  as  becomes  the  Grand  Commander  of  our  native 

state. 

He  reported  that  tlie  utmost  harmony  prevails  among  the  Badger 
Templars.  He  appointed  an  ''  Inspector  General  *'  deeming  it  the  most 
important  act  of  his  administration;  Perhaps! 

He  only  visited  one  Commandery — that  is  the  Grand  Commandery, 
the  Inspector  General  faithfully  performed  his  duty. 

He  made  half  a  dozen  decisions  and  all  of  them  were  correct.  He 
reported  that  the  Louisville  "outing"  only  cost  $412.16,  which  was  very 
reasonable. 

PROCEEDINGS 

Were  local  and  devoid  of  general  interest.  In  the  expense  account 
at  Louisville  we  find  $7.50  was  paid  for  a  "  Horse  for  parade."  Why  not 
add  $2.50  to  the  $7.50  and  take  the  horse  home  ?  Over  in  Texas,  a  couple 
of  years  ago,  horses  were  a  drug  on  the  market  at  $3.00  a  dozen,  which 
makes  the  price  paid  for  the  use  of  one  horse,  for  a  part  of  one  day  look 
rather  dear.  Another  item  was  $35.00  for  cigars,  which  was  money  well 
spent;  $39.90  was  paid  for  "  supplies,"  which  was  probably  for  the  use  of 
Swain  and  consisted  of — wine, — in  a  horn  ! 

Grand  Recorder  reports  a  total  membership  of  3,268— a  gain  of  119, 
Grand  Treasury  has  a  cash  balance  of  $2,822.06. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Covers  102  pages,  digests  the  minutes  of  46  Templar  Governing  Bodies, 
including  the  Grand  Encampment  and  Mississippi,  for  1901  and  is  the 
work  of  that  celebrated  apostle  of  "  Temperance,"  our  Brother  William 
Swain.    He  opens  as  follows  : 

This  is  our  Nineteenth  Annual  report.  We  should  have  commenced 
one  year  earlier,  so  that  our  first  report  in  the  twentieth  century  should 
have  been  our  twentieth.  But  we  didn't.  We  ought  here  to  say  some- 
thing about  the  new  century,  and  what  was  not  done  in  the  nineteenth, 
but  tiiat  has  all  been  said  by  others,  and  we  don't  mean  to  be  plagiarists. 
We  will  agree,  however,  at  the  close  of  the  twentieth  century  to  give  a 
full  review  of  it,  provided  any  of  the  readers  of  this  report  shall  at  that 
time  express  a  desire  for  it. 

Since  our  last  report,  two  of  those  who  were  in  this  field  when  we 
began  have  passed  away,  and  we  miss  them— Caswell  of  California,  full 
of  years  and  honors,  and  Fisher,  then  of  Vermont,  bright,  genial  and 
witty. 

Wonder  where  you  will  "beat"  at  the  close  of  the  century.  We 
hope  in  heaven,  but  there  will  have  to  be  a  reformation  if  St.  Peter  lets 
you  in. 

William's  report  has  "  no  flies  on  it. "  It  is  readable  as  a  French 
novel  and  twice  as  sensible,  except  in  spots  where  he  tries  to  defend 
wine  drinking.  Along  the  same  line,  as  the  above,  we  find  this  under 
Georgia ; 
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He  puts  all  his  eloqaence  into  the  closing  of  his  address,  and  does 
not  believe  the  Twentieth  Century  will  equal  the  Nineteenth  in  achieve- 
ments in  science  and  literature : 

Many  believe  that  the  Nineteenth  Century  has  only  shown  the  pos- 
sibilities along  these  lines  and  that  the  genius  of  the  Twentieth  Century 
must  bring  them  to  perfection.  I  am  not  a  pessimist,  but  do  sincerely 
doubt  this  statement.  I  believe  that  in  many  respects,  literature  and 
science  have  reached  the  perfection  of  human  achievement. 

Not  beinfi;  the  son  of  a  prophet,  we  will  not  predict  what  the  century 
will  bring  forth,  but  if  he  will  call  on  us  at  its  close,  we  will  tell  him 
what  has  been  accomplished.  We  don't  know  where  we  will  be  at  that 
time,  but  neither  do  we  know  where  he  will  be.  But  we  will  hope,  for 
both  of  us. 

Under  Illinois,  and  speaking  of  our  good  brother  Jno.  Corson  Smith, 
he  says : 

''The  General  admits  that  lie  traces  his  genealogy  back  to  Tubal  Cain, 
'  who  was  a  Smith,  and  a  worker  in  brass. '  This  corrects  the  error  into 
which  we  had  fallen,  that  it  was  his  family  tree  which  had  a  marginal 
note  about  half-way  down  it,  to  the  effect,  that  'about  this  time  the 
world  was  created. '  " 

Under  Maine  this : 

He  is  willing  to  allow  that  Pharaoh  wore  boots,  but  he  still  goes 
a  little  too  much  on  dreams: 

"  We  pass  the  boots  because  they  do  not  affect  the  argument  as 
Spanish  leather  bottles  affect  sherry,  but  we  claim  that  dreams  are  re- 
liable as  to  beverages.  There  was  the  man  wlio  dreamed  that  St.  Peter 
invited  him  to  drink  and  asked  him  whether  he  would  have  it  hot  or 
cold,  and  he  said  hot,  and  woke  up  too  soon  to  get  it.  He  wished  he  had 
said  cold,  but  in  his  dream  he  did  not  hesitate,  for  he  knew  that  poteen 
sliould  be  taken  hot,  and  if  Brother  Swain  does  not  agree  with  us  we 
shall  lose  confidence  in  his  taste.  " 

Hot  poteen  in  a  dream  has  a  fine  flavor,  but .    The  old  darky 

in  the  woods  had  dressed  his  'possum,  put  it  to  the  fire  to  roast,  and 
while  it  cooked,  slept,  with  blissful  dreams  of  his  coming  feast.  Just  as 
it  was  done,  another  darkey,  who  knew  not  Joseph,  came  along,  yielded 
to  temptation,  ate  the  'possum,  smeared  the  old  darky's  mouth  and 
hands  with  tlie  fat,  left  the  bones  laying  around  him,  and  departed.  The 
old  darky  woke  up.  The  strongest  kind  of  circumstantial  evidence 
proved  to  him  that  he  had  eaten  the  'possum.  He  admitted  to  himself 
that  he  had,  but  he  "  didn't  seem  to  get  no  sort  of  satisfaction  from 
him. "    Same  with  poteen  when  it  only  comes  in  a  dream. 

Brother  Swain's  attention  to  Mississippi  is  full,  ( 5  pp. )  fraternal  and 
characteristic.  He  calls  Brother  Waddell's  sermon  "  clean-cut  and  well- 
prepared.  " 

He  quotes  the  Law  Committee's  report  on  punishment  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues,  in  full,  and  remarks:  "Notwithstanding  which,  we  con- 
tinue to  suspend  for  non-payment  of  dues ;  and  have  not  yet  heard  of 
any  appeal  to  the  courts.  " 

He  also  remarked  :  "  General  Smith,  both  of  Chicago  and  the  United 
States,  was  present  and  properly  received,  and  presented  to  St.  Elmo 
Commandery  a  souvenir  from  the  ancient  fortreBS  of  St.  Elmo. " 
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The  General  was  a  most  pleasant  visitor  and  we  enjoyed  his  visit  im- 
mensely. Come  down,  yourself,  William,  and  we  will  treat  you  "  like  a 
lord. "  He  says,  of  your  Reporter,  that  he  called  Davies^  of  California, 
report  on  Correspondence"  a  disease  of  the  Appendix!"  and  adds: 
*'  When  Davies  gels  after  you.  Brother  DeLap,  for  this,  we  wouldn't  like 
to  be  tiie  Pickwick  to  stand  between  you.  "  No  danger ;  Wm.  A.  Davies 
has  sense  enough  to  know  that  we  meant  to  write  "  Appendices,"  and 
probably  did. 

He  then  quotes  some  of  our  Biblical  theology,  which  he  does  not 
like,  but  thinks  some  poor  old  elder,  who  is  dead  and  in  heaven,  no 
doubt  would  be  delighted  with  it. 

He  then  continues : 

As  DeLap  is  always  unhappy  unless  engaged  in  a  fight,  we  give  him 
the  advantage  of  quoting  some  of  his  utterly  untenable  and  indefensible 
remarks,  and  the  one  on  proliibition  more  especially  because  most  of 
those  pushing  the  modern  fad  of  prohibition  in  Masonic  bodies  appear 
to  be  under  the  same  delusion. 

After  quoting  our  unanswerable  contention,  he  says  : 

The  two  **  monumental "  errors  in  the  above,  which  are  without  a 
shadow  of  authority,  are  the  statements  ;  first,  that  wine  in  our  Saviour's 
time  was  not  wine,  and,  second,  the  implied  statement,  that  a  man  can- 
not put  any  wine  in  his  stomach  without  being  a  drunkard.  He  can 
find  no  cyclopedia,  dictionary,  or  other  authority,  which  gives  any  other 
meaning  to  the  word  wine,  than  the  fermented  juice  of  the  grape  or  other 
fruit,  and  tiiat  Christ  so  understood  it,  is  evidenced  by  the  way  he  spoke 
of  not  putting  new  wine  into  old  bottles.  And  while  there  are  in  the 
bible  plenty  of  denunciations  of  drunkenness,  he  can  find  nowhere  a 
condemnation  ot  wine  itself.  As  we  have  often  said,  temperence  is  a 
c&rdinal  virtue;  prohibition  is  a  political  fad,  which  is  not,  and  in  the 
nature  of  things  never  can  be,  a  political  fact.  Such  a  definition  of  wine 
as  DeLap,  and  some  others,  give,  was  never  heard  of,  until  as  late  as  the 
time  of  DeLap's  grandfather. 

There  are  no  *'  monumental"  or  other  errors  in  our  contentions  on 
this  subject,  and  he  knows  it.  I  did  not  say  that  there  was  no  wine  in 
our  Saviour's  time.  I  did  say,  in  substance,  that  there  was  no  wine  then 
like  that  we  now  have  in  general  use  and  such  as  is  dispensed  in  sa- 
loons. You  could  put  it  in  a  "  new  "  or  old  bottle,  when  first  made  and 
either  would  hold  it,  because  it  is  not  expected  to  ferment,  being  made 
up  of  drugs  and  chemicals  with  the  juice  of  half  a  dozen  grapes  to  the 
barrel  of  it.  Wine,  in  the  time  of  our  Lord,  was  made  of  the  pure  jnice 
of  the  grape,  and  to  that  sort  we  do  not  object,  if  used  and  not  abused, 
but  we  don't  have  tliatsort  very  often  now.  Such  wine  as  that  in  a  man's 
stomach,  in  proper  quantities,  does  not  make  him  a  drunkard,  but  a  very 
little  of  the  modern  sort  will  make  a  man  not  only  drunk  but  a  fool  as 
well. 

Wine  is  condemned  in  The  Book  in  these  words :  "  Wine  is  a  mock- 
er, &c."  Every  creature  and  thing  that  God  has  made,  is  good,  wine  and 
strong  drink  included,  each  in  its  proper  sphere  and  without  abuse,  and 
it  is  the  abuse  of  these  things  against  which  we  complain. 
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Swain  believes  in  the  political  fad  of  prohibition,  just  as  far  and  as 
much  as  we  do.  But  there  is  no  use  in  talking  to  him.  Ephraim  is 
joined  to  his  idols,  let  him  alone. 

He  lets  us  down  as  easily  as  he  can,  as  follows : 

We  have  paid  DeLap  the  compliment  of  quoting  only  where  we  dis- 
agree. But  there  are  many  things  we  particularly  like  and  concur  in, 
especially  his  remarks  under  Virginia,  on  the  decision  against  acting  as 
escort  in  laying  the  corner-stone  of  a  Jewish  Synagogue. 

• 

Brother  Swain  always  gets  up  a  first-class  paper,  and  the  one  under 
review  is  up  near  the  head. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Giles  Stevens  is  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  W.  W.  Perry, 
Grand  Reconler;  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Wm.  Swain,  Correspondent. 


CONCLUSION. 

And  now  after  "  many  dangers,  toils  and  snares,"  we  have  arrived 
at  the  end  of  our  journey.  The  untimely  illness  and  lamentable  death 
of  our  beloved  brother,  Grand  Recorder  Power,  resulted  in  prevent- 
ing our  getting  the  proceedings  of  all  the  Templar  Grand  Bodies  and 
any  who  are  absent  from  our  list  must  accept  the  fact  stated  above 
as  the  reason  therefor.  We  received  the  Maine  pamphlet,  glanced  over 
it,  laid  it  aside,  "  for  a  more  convenient  season, "  and  now  we  can^t  find 
it  high  nor  low.  Our  brethren  of  that  bailiwick,  in  their  last  Conclave, 
did  nothing  wrong  or  startling.  The  same  old  high-toned,  dignified, 
courteous  and  Knightly  conduct  and  bearing,  so  emminently  character- 
istic of  them,  still  obtains  from  the  administration  of  the  retiring  Grand 
Commander  to  the  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  Our  Brother 
Stephen  always  presents  perfect  work,  of  course. 

There  is  nothing  new  or  startling  under  discussion  and  but  little 
chance  of  a  scrimmage.  Some  of  the  "  giant  intellecks  "  are  still  harp- 
ing on  tha  "  Dependent  Membership"  law,  possibly  for  want  of  more 
interesting  and  exciting  topics. 

Peace  prevails  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  and  prosperity  fol- 
lows in  its  wake. 

Death  has  taken  many,  very  many,  of  the  leaders  of  the  Templar 
hosts  and  the  bullet  of  a  hell-spavened  anarchist  has  made  a  nation 
mourn  and  broken  a  woman's  heart. 

A  jealousy  and  malignity,  peculiar  to  men  of  small  intellectual  cali- 
ber and  without  a  thought  or  aspiration  not  founded  upon  pure  selfish- 
ness, has  tried  to  rob  one  of  our  greatest  naval  heroes  of  the  honors  due 
him  for  services  rendered  at  Santiago  on  that  memorable  3rd  of  July, 
some  time  ago.  We  have  had  occasion  to  say  before  that,  sometimes,  we 
have  wondered  why  the  good  Lord  allowed  hell  and  the  deVil  to  exist, 
but  when  we  think  about  the  treatment  of  Schley,  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  how  the  "  intelligent  compositor  "  and  the  proof  reader  man- 
gle up  our  pure  English  and  make  us  lie,  in  print,  we  wonder  no  longer. 

Some  of  you  may  rise  to  inquire  what  these  things  have  to  do  with 
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a  Correspondence  report?  If  you  ask  the  question,  we  shall  be  couipelled 
to  answer  "  Nothing  **  if  you  follow  the  beaten  track. 

fint  while  this  is  true,  it  is  equally  true  that  the  little  we  have  said 
will  find  an  amen  in  each  of  your  honest,  unselfish  and  manly  bosoms, 
and  we  have  no  apology  to  offer. 

There  are  some  who  cannot  appreciate  or  see  the  good  of  these  re- 
ports— possibly  because  they  do  not  read  them.  These  will  read  a  daily 
paper  from  end  to  end,  including  the  advertisements,  edited  by  one  of 
their  own  political  party,  swear  to  the  truth  of  everything  they  read 
and  to  the  falsity  and  baseness  of  the  contents  o^  the  paper  of  the  other 
party,  and  so  on,  and  these  are  the  '*  Ducks  "  that  condemn  these  reports. 

The  same  rule  obtains  in  the  state  and  national  legislatures.  If  the 
Republicans  are  in  power  the  Democrats  oppose  every  move  they  make, 
no  matter  what.  If  the  Democrats  are  at  the  bat,  the  same  high  grade 
of  political  patriotism  compels  the  Republicans  to  the  same  course,  until 
only  the  power  and  might  of  the  God  of  Truth -and  Justice  preserves 
our  country  from  destruction  and  ruin.  If  the  Order  of  the  Temple 
would  become  a  most  potent  factor  for  good,  an  earnest  and  united  efiTort 
should  be  made  to  correct  this  crying  and  growing  evil  in  our  political 
economy. 

We  might  say  a  similar  word  of  the  churches,  which  are  much  more 
anxious  to  cut  each  other's  throats,  swell  their  own  roll  of  membership, 
than  they  are  to  save  men  from  sin  and  death,  but  it  would  do  no  good. 

Praying  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  our  Templar  Zion  and  tliat 

Heaven's  choicest  blessings  may  rest  upon  and  abide  with  each  one  of 

you,  I  beg  to  remain, 

Courteously  yours, 

E.  G.  DeLAP, 

Reporter. 

Natchez,  Mississippi,  Xmas,  1901. 
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Grand  Representatives. 

Arkansas Harry  T.  Howard,  p.  g.  c. 

Calikornia PhineHS  M.  Savery,  p.  g.  c. 

District  op  Columbia Edwin  J.  Martin,  p.  e.  c. 

Illinois James  K.  Moore,  p.  k.  c. 

Indiana C.  E.  Grafton,  p.  e.  c. 

Iowa Frederic  Speed,  p.  g.  c. 

Kansas William  G.  Benbrook,  p.  g.  c. 

Louisiana Enoch  George  DeLap,  p.  g.  c. 

Maryland James  T.  Harrispn,  p.  g.  c. 

Montana D«B.  Waddell,  g.  c.  o. 

Nbbkaska Emmet  N.  Thomas,  p.  k.c. 

New  HAHPSUiRii Benjamin  V.White,  p.  k.  c. 

New  Jersey E.  Ernest  Clement,  p.  e.  c. 

New  Mexico Thomas  B.  Franklin,  p.  k.  c. 

New  York Enoch  George  DeLap,  p.  g.  c. 

Oregon George  C.  Myers,  p.  e.  c. 

Ohio John  A.  B.  Jones,  p.  g.  c. 

Pennsylvania Oliver  Lee  McKay,  g.  c. 

South  Dakota .* William  G.  Sykes,  p.  e.  c. 

Tennessee Harry  T.  Howard,  p.  g.  c. 

Texas Gus  J.  Bahin,  g.  t. 

Virginia William  G.  Benbrook,  p.  g.  c. 

West  Virginia William  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.  g.  r. 

Also  present,  the  representatives  of  twenty  Commanderies  and  a 
large  number  of  visiting  Templars. 

Opening. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  opened  by  the  Grand  Commander  in 
Ample  Form,  the  Grand  Prelate  leading  in  the  devotions. 

Committee  on  Credentials. 

TheRight  Eminent  Grand  Commander  appointed  Sir  Knights  H.  M. 
Waddell,  M.  L.  Steigler  and  Robert  Sommerville,  as  the  Committee  on 
Credentials,  who  presently  submitted  a  partial  report  and  were  granted 
further  time  in  which  to  complete  it. 

Devotional  Offices. 

At  eleven  o'clock  the  Grand  Commandery,  escorted  by  Tlie  Coast 
Commandery  and  a  large  number  of  Templars  in  full  uniform  proceeded 
to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  where  the  acting  Grand  Prelate,  Sir  Ihving 
Miller,  led  it  in  its  devotions,  according  to  its  ritual,  the  choir  of  the 
church,  assisted  by  a  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  wlio  generously 
tendered  their  services,  beautifully  rendering  the  musical  portion.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  Devotional  office  the  acting  Grand  Prelate  preached 
an  able  and  interesting  extemporaneous  sermon,  having  been  called  upon 
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without  previous  notice,  in  the  absence  of  the  Grand  Prelate.  A  collec- 
tion was  then  taken  for  the  Natchez  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum,  Right 
Eminent  Sir  Phineah  M.  Savery  making  the  appeal,  which  was  gener- 
ously responded  to  with  a  contribution  amounting  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty-two  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

The  Grand  Commandery  having  returned  to  the  Asylum  of  The 
Coast  Commandery,  resumed  labor,  and  the  Right  Eminent,  the  Grand 
Commander,  appointed  as  the  Committee  on  Finance : 

Sir  Knights  Thomas  B.  Franklin,  Nolan  Stewart  and  George  C. 
Hoskins. 

Very  Eminent  Sir  R.  H.  Henry,  Deputy  Grand  Commander  and  Emi- 
nent Sirs  George  C.  Hoskins,  Grand  Sword  Bearer;  and  Garland  D. 
Brown,  Grand  Warder,  having  been  delayed  on  a  belated  train,  entered 
and  assumed  their  respective  stations. 

Address. 

The  Right  Eminent,  the  Grand  Commander,  then  addressed  the 
Grand  Commandery  as  follows: 

To  THE  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar,  of  Mississippi  : 

It  is  with  sincere  pleasure  I  give  you  glad  and  cordial  greeting  to 
this  our  Forty-third  Annual  Conclave,  in  which  our  Heavenly  Father, 
by  His  most  kind  and  gracious  providence  and  boundless  love,  has  per- 
mitted us  to  gather,  and  to  whom,  with  humble  and  grateful  hearts,  we 
reverently  offer  our  prayers  of  gratitude  and  love  for  the  many  blessings 
received  at  His  hands  during  the  year  just  passed,  and  for  the  privilege 
of  once  again  greeting  our  beloved  fraters,  to  look  into  each  others  faces, 
clasp  again  the  fraternal  hand,  and  renew  once  more  the  vows  of  friend- 
ship and  fraternity. 

Into  the  dreamless  past  has  gone  another  year  since  last  we  met. 
The  valleys  and  the  hill  tops  are  being  painted  with  winter's  icy  tints, 
and  we  are  forcibly  reminded,  by  the  wintrys  winds — sighing  among 
leafless  branches,  that  we  are  one  year  nearer  our  eternal  home. 

"  Another  year,  with  all  its  hopes  and  fears, 
Has  sunk  into  the  deep  abyss  of  time." 

Its  joys  and  sorrows  have  become  things  of  yesterday.  As  we  as- 
semble together  to  review  the  past,  may  we  learn  therefrom  our  duty  for 
the  present  and  gather  inspiration  for  the  future,  and  as  we  go  forward 
to  meet  the  responsibilities  which  lie  before  us,  full  of  bright  hope  and 
promise  in  the  spirit  of  true  fraternity,  may  the  same  enthusiasm  for 
the  advancement  of  our  beloved  Order  continue  to  influence  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  our  entire  membership  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past. 

As  members  of  a  Christian  organization,  and  as  citizens  of  the  com- 
monwealth, at  no  time  in  the  past  have  we  met  under  more  pleasing 
conditions,  for  never  was  the  Order  in  a  more  prosperous  condition  in 
this  Jurisdiction,  nor  the  influence  of  the  teachings  of  the  Prince  of 
of  Peace  more  potent  in  the  affairs  of  the  world's  history  than  at  this 
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we  have  entered  in  official  correspondence   with  the  Jurisdictions  of 
Arizona  and  Mexico.  * 

GRAND    KEPRK8UNTAT1VRS. 

I  have  recommended  the  following  as  Representatives  near  this 
Grand  Commandery  and  they  have  heen  either  commissioned  or  con- 
tinued as  follows : 

District  of  Columhiai  Edwin  J.  Martin,  Meridian,  renewed  March 
15th.,  1902. 

Georgia,  James  C.  Frrnch,  Natchez,  renewed  March  13th.,  1902. 

New  Jersey,  £.  Ernest  Clement,  Biloxi,  renewed  March  20th.,  1902. 

Tennessee,  Harry  T.  Howard,  Biloxi,  appointed  April  4th.,  1902. 

Montana,  DeB.  Waddell,  Meridian,  appointed  March  30th.,  1902. 

Oregon,  George  C.  Myers,  Holly  Springs,  appointed  February  21st., 
1902. 

Arizona,  O.  A.  Harrison,  Meridian,  appointed  June  26th.,  1902. 

New  Mexico,  Thomas  B.  Franklin,  Columbus,  appointed  March  4th., 
1902. 

On  the  recommendation  of  their  respective  Grand  Commanders,  I 
appointed  the  following  Representatives  and  they  were  commissioned 
or  their  old  commissions  continued  as  follows: 

To  Arkansas,  T.  H.  Jackson,  appointed  November  15th.,  1902,  in  place 
of  George  P.  Taylor,  deceased. 

Connecticut,  William  C.  Comstock,  appointed  November  2Cth.,  1902, 
in  place  of  John  W.  Mix,  deceased. 

Kentucky,  A.  H.  Bryant,  appointed  September  14th.,  1902,in  place  of 
Reginald  Heber  Thompson,  deceased. 

New  Mexico,  Jason  W.  Jamks,  appointed  November  Ist.,  1902. 

Arizona,  James  Monah  Swkatman,  appointed  July  2nd.,  1902. 

Maine,  Cyrus  W.  Davis,  appointed  February  7th.,  1903,  in  place  of 
JosiAH  Hayden  Drummond,  deceased. 

installations. 

• 

Sir  James  A.  Leech,  Grand  Prelate  elect,  not  being  present  at  our  last 
annual  conclave,  I  commissioned  Eminent  Sir  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.g.c, 
to  represent  me  in  installing  the  Grand  Prelate  at  Okalonn.  which  was 
done  under  date  of  March  7th.,  last,  at  a  stated  conclave  of  Ivanhoe  Com-: 
mandery. 

NEW   COMMANDERIKS   CONSTITUTED. 

On  April  11th.,  last,  I  commissioned  Eminent  Sir  E.  N.  Thomas,  of 
Greenville,  Miss.,  to  represent  me  and  to  constitute  Greenwood  Comman- 
dery No.  24  and  to  install  officers.  Sir  Knight  Thomas  reports,  under 
date  of  April  24th.,  that  he  had  performed  that  duty  under  date  of  April 
23rd.,  stating  that  the  Grand  Commandery  has  a  right  to  expect  great 
things  of  Greenwood  Commandery,  it  being  composed  of  a  splendid  body 
of  Templars.  On  April  25th.  I  constituted  Macon  Commandery  No.  25, 
at  Macon,  Miss.,  and  installed  its  officers,  being  assisted  by  the  following 
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Sir  Knights  from  Meridian:  £.  J.  Martin,  F.  E.  Smith,  A.  J.  Peck  and 
J.  H.  Stoltzfus.  The  Commandery  gives  great  promise  for  tiie  future. 
Both  of  the  above  named  Commanderies  were  chartered  U.  D.  during  the 
previous  year. 

JURISDICTION. 

During  tlie  latter  part  of  the  year,  my  attention  was  called  to  the  fact 
that  many  Commanderies  were  not  aware  of  the  provisions  of  the  statute 
oi  the  Grand  Encampment  in  regard  to  the  laws  relating  to  jurisdiction, 
but  were  acting  under  the  old  law,  which  authorized  concurrent  jurisdic- 
tion. I  requested  the  Grand  Recorder  to  call  the  Commandery's  atten- 
tion to  this  fact,  and  he  advises,  under  date  of  September  11  th.,  that  he 
would  forward  to  each  Eminent  Commander  a  copy  of  the  statutes  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  in  which  the  law  of  jurisdiction  is  plainly  laid 
down,  thereby  avoiding  the  necessity  of  any  misunderstanding  on  this 
score  in  the  future. 

DISPENSATIONS  GRANTED. 

For  reasons  which  I  deemed  to  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  Order, 
I  granted  the  following  dispensations :  To  Mississippi  Commandery  No. 
1,  Mary  Savery  No.  14,  Hattiesburg  No.  21,  and  Coahoma  No.  22  to  bal- 
lot on  petitions  for  the  Orders  at  stated  conclaves,  waiving  statutory 
limit. 

DISPENSATIONS   NOT   GRANTED. 

Aberdeen  Commandery  No.  17,  Mary  Savery  No.  14,  Holly  Springs 
No.  4,  and  Hattiesburg  No.  21  to  ballot  on  petitions  for  the  Orders  out  of 
time  at  other  than  stated  conclaves.  Article  4,  Section  3  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Grand  Encampment  provides  '*  that  petitions  for  the  Orders 
can  be  received  and  balloted  on  only  at  a  stated  conclave." 

CHRISTMAS    DAY   OBSERVANCE. 

The  observance  of  Christmas  day  has  now  become  one  of  the  estab- 
lished features  of  our  Order,  and  your  Grand  Commander  is  not  to  be 
numbered  among  those  who  object  to  this  beautiful  custom  established 
by  Templars,  of  meeting  with  their  wives,  daughters  and  sweet-hearts  at 
the  same  hour  on  Christmas  day— the  day  of  all  hollidays — with  tidings 
of  great  joy  that  a  Savior  is  born,  and  to  wish  a  Merry  Christmas  and 
drink  a  toast  to  the  Grand  Master,  but  rather  would  he  extend  the  scope, 
and  include  one  to  the  Grand  Commander  of  the  Jurisdiction  as  well. 

The  custom  of  participating  in  the  Chiistmas  libation,  when  prop- 
erly conducted,  is  a  beautiful  one,  and  has  become  so  well  established 
that  it  may  now  be  considered  a  permanent  one.  It  seems  to  me  that 
something  might  be  added  to  its  interest  by  appointing  a  Committee 
on  Christmas  Observance,  by  the  Grand  Commandery,  similar  to  that  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  and  with  similar  functions,  and  I  recommend 
such  an  appointment.  On  December  1st.,  I  requested  the  Grand  Recor- 
der to  prepare  and  promulgate  the  usual  circular  requesting  the  several 
Commanderies  of  the  Jurisdiction  to  assemble  on  Christmas  dav  and  ob- 
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serve  the  custom  of  the  Order,  which  was  done.  I  received  the  follow- 
ing messages  on  Christmas  day,  which  filled  my  heart  with  gratitude  to 
those  who  so  kindly  remembered  me,  and  to  all  of  whom  I  made  cordial 
acknowledgment : 

"Water  Vallby,  Miss.,  December  25th.,  1902. 

R.  K.  Grand  Cmninanderf  Oliver  L.  McKay^  Meridiaii:        ' 

All  manner  of  good  wishes  from  St.  Oyr  No.  6." 

**  Lexington,  Miss.,  December  25th.,  1902. 
Oliver  I..  McKay^  Meridian: 

Lexington  Oommandery  No.  3  unites  in  greeting  to  our  Most  Emi- 
nent Grand  Commander  and  the  Fraternity. 

R.  A.  STIGLER,  k.c." 

"  Meridian,  Miss.,  December  25th.,  1902. 

To  Sir  Olhier  L.  McKay ^  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery.  Knights  TempUir,  of  Uic  State  of  Mississippi : 

The  Templars  of  Cyrene  Cominandery  No.  9,  extend  to  you  and  yours 
most  sincere  Christmas  greetings.  May  long  life,  abundant  health  and 
unlimited  prosperity  be  yours;  and  may  He.  who  gave  us  Chngtmatrand 
all  its  blessings  and  happiness,  ever  have  you  and  yours  in  His  holy 
keeping." 

history  op  the  twenty-eighth  triennial  conclave. 

On  January  1st.,  I  directed  the  Grand  Recorder  to  purchase  a  copy  of 
the  History  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Triennial  Conclave,  published  un<ler 
authority  of  the  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar,  of  Kentucky,  at 
a  cost  of  ten  dollars,  said  history  to  be  kept  in  the  library  of  the  Grand 
Commandery,  in  the  office  of  the  Grand  Recorder. 

FRATERNAL   COURTESIES. 

I  received  invitations  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of  New  York  to 
be  present  at  its  Eighty-ninth  Annual  Conclave  which  was  held  at  Sara- 
toga, September  11th.,  last,  to  which  I  made  suitable  acknowledgements 
and  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  shown  by  our  Fraters  of  the  Empire 
State. 

STATUS  OP  CANDIDATES   ELECT. 

During  the  early  part  of  November  last,  I  was  requested  for  dispen- 
sation from  Cyrene  Commandery  No.  9,  at  Meridian  for  waiver  of  statu- 
tory limit  to  ballot  on  petition  of  a  Companion  who  had  previously  been 
elected  to  the  Orders  but  who  had  failed  to  present  himself  within  six 
months  after  notice  of  his  election  thereto.  I  advised,  that  the  dispen- 
sation was  unnecessary,  as  I  was  of  the  opinion,  after  reading  Section 
3,  Title  37,  of  the  Statutes,  that  no  time  limit  had  been  fixed  by  the  Grand 
Encampment  as  to  when  a  candidate  must  present  himself,  after  his 
election  to  receive  the  Orders,  consequently  the  Commandery  could  pro- 
ceed and  confer  the  Orders  on  the  candidate  at  its  pleasure.  In  looking 
over  the  proceedings  of  the  Triennial  Conclave  held  at  Louisville,  1901, 


1903  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI.  11 

on  pa{<e  70,  decision  number  14,  I  find  the  question  fully  answered  by 
the  Grand  Master,  as  follows:  "  There  is  nothing  in  the  Constitution 
or  Statutes  which  deals  directly  with  the  question  you  ask.  But  from 
the  reading  of  Section  3,  Title  37,  of  the  Statutes,  it  seems  no  time  limit 
has  been  fixed  by  the  Grand  Encampment  as  to  when  a  candidate  must 
present  himself  after  election  to  receive  Orders ;  and  as  you  say  no  regu- 
lation on  the  subject  has  been  adopted  by  your  Grand  Commandery  in 
which  he  was  elected,  I  think  the  Orders  can  be  conferred  at  any  time. 
The  same  question  was  presented  to  Grand  Master  McCurdy.  It  seemed 
to  him  reasonable,  and  he  so  held,  that  the  candidate  must  present  him- 
self within  twelvemonths  or  be  barred ;  but  the  Committee  on  Jurispru- 
dence (  whose  report  was  sustained  by  the  Grand  Encampment),  in  pas- 
sing on  his  decision,  said:  *  It  undoubtedly  is  founded  npoif  good  sense 
and  is  the  expression  of  good  judgment,  but  it  has  not  been  made  the 
law  of  the  Order  and  cannot  be  approved  as  such.'  ( See  proceedings 
A.  D.  1895,  pages  52  and  140)." 

Personally,  I  agree  fully  with  Grand  Masters  McCurdy  and  Lloyd 
that  the  candidate  should  be  required  to  present  himself  within  a  reas- 
onable limit  to  receive  the  Orders  after  notice  of  his  election  thereto  or 
be  barred,  but  it  has  not  been  made  the  law  of  the  Order,  and  cannot  be 
enforced. 

On  page  16,  of  same  proceedings,  the  following  extract  from  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Law  is  taken,  bearing  on  Question  14  above 
referred  to :  "  Number  14  was  correctly  decided.  In  accordance  with 
the  suggestion  made  by  Grand  Master  McCurdy,  and  now  Grand  Mas- 
ter Lloyd,  we  recommend  that  the  following  proviso  be  added  to  Title 
37,  Sections: 

"  Provided,  however,  that  unless  the  candidate  shall  present  him- 
self to  receive  the  Orders  within  six  months  after  his  election,  said 
election  shall  be  treated  as  void  and  of  no  effect." 

The  above  recommendation  that  a  proviso  be  added  to  Title  37,  Sec- 
tion 3,  was  adopted  by  the  Conclave,  but  that  was  the  end  of  it,  under 
the  ruling  of  Grand  Master  Lloyd,  to  the  efifect  that  bo  amendment  could 
be  considered  which  was  not  submitted  in  accordance  with  Section  13, 
Article  4,  of  the  Constitution,  and  as  no  steps  were  taken  to  bring  it 
before  the  next  Triennial  Conclave,  the  recommendation  is  of  no  effect 
whatever;  however,  it  is  my  personal  opinion  that  the  Body  could  origi- 
nate and  act  on  an  amendment  to  the  statutes  at  the  same  meeting  the 
amendment  was  proposed  for  which  opinion,  I  trust  the  Grand  Master 
will  not  have  me  tried  for  high  treason. 

CONCLUSION. 

Sir  Knights,  as  I  am  about  to  surrender  to  my  successor  the  high 
position,  to  which,  by  your  most  gracious  favor,  I  was  elevated  one  year 
ago,  I  sincerely  desire  to  return  my  hearty  thanks  for  the  uniform  kind- 
ness and  courtesy  which  I  have  received  at  your  hands  ;  especially  do  I 
wish  to  thank  my  associate  officer,  the  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  Knight 
Speed,  whose  advice  and  assistance  has  been  invaluable  to  me,  and 
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which  I  have  always  found  as  freely  and  cordially  j?iven  as  they  have 
been  thankfully  received.  His  kindness  has  rendered  my  work  so  much 
more  pleasant,  and  I  bespeak  for  my  successor,  the  same  kind  and  con- 
siderate attention  at  his  hands. 

In  laying  aside  the  authority  with  which  you  so  generously  entrusted 
me,  let  me  beseech  you,  Sir  Knights,  as  Soldiers  of  the  Cross,  to  make 
Templary  an  every  day  religion  of  love  and  kindness,  not  only  pro- 
fessing it,  but  living  up  to  the  high  standard  of  Christian  Knighthood, 
for- 

"  Soon  our  Great  Captain  calls  us  home, 
We  fold  our  tent,  we  sheath  our  blade. 
And  in  Paradise  await 
The  great  Immanuel's  accolade. 
And  may  we  hear  from  Judge  Supreme 
The  summons  grand,  the  cheering  word, 
Thou  hast  been  faithful  unto  death, 
A  Crown  of  Life  is.thy  reward." 

As  I  join  the  ranks  of  our  loved  Past  Grand  Commanders,  whose 
lives  have  been  devoted  to  the  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues,  it  is  my 
prayer  that  our  ranks  may  be  unbroken  for  many  years  to  come,  and 
upon  the  Grand  Comman<lery  and  Sir  Knights,  wheresoever  they  may 
be,  I  ask  God's  blessings  with  the  wish  that  peace,  health  and  happiness 
may  be  found  in  all  your  households,  and  the  coming  year  bring  to  each 
of  you,  blessings  unalloyed  with  sorrow. 

Sir  Knights,  the  business  of  the  Annual  Conclave  awaits  your  will 
and  pleasure. 

Courteously  submitted, 

OLIVER  LEE  McKAY, 

Grand  Commander. 

GRAND  COMMANDERY  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR  OF  MISSISSIPPL 

CHRISTMAS    OBSERVANCE. 

To  tJie  Eminent  Commanders  and  Sir  Knights  of  the  si'veral  Commanderies  of 
the  State  of  Mmimppi : 

Sir  Knights — The  Festival  of  the  Nativity  of  our  Blessed  I^ord  and 
Master,  is  again  about  to  be  celebrated  with  gladness  and  rejoicing  and 
its  recurrence  affords  an  opportunity  for  ns  poor  Fellow  Sohliers  of  the 
Temple  to  renew  our  vows  of  fidelity  and  cultivate  the  social  amenities, 
without  which  Masonry  is  but  an  idle  ceremonial  observance,  beginning 
and  ending  only  where  it  ought  to  commence,  with  the  conferring  pf  de- 
grees, a  "  tinkling  symbol  and  sounding  brass." 

The  "  Christmas  Observance  "  enjoined  by  the  Grand  Encampment, 
does  not  call  for  any  great  sacrifice  of  our  time  or  expenditure  of  our 
money,  but  it  rings  with  the  true  melody  of  the  sacred  season  and  af- 
fords us  an  opportunity  to  meet  and  greet  each  other  on  this  "  day  of 
days,"  with  "glad  tidings  of  great  joy,"  that  a  Saviour  is  born  and  to 
wish  each  other  a  Merry  C'hristmas,  when  as  our  hands  meet,  our  hearts 
may  go  out  full  of  love  towards  all  the  Brotherhood. 

Right  Eminent,  Sir  Oliver  Lee  McKay,  Grand  Commander,  sends 
greetings  to  all  of  you,  with  the  wish  that  health,  peace,  plenty  and  true 
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happiness  may  be  found  in  all  your  households  and  the  coming  year 
brine  to  each  of  you  blessings  unalloyed  with  sorrow. 

It  is  his  command  that  the  several  Commanderies  of  this  Jurisdic- 
tion assemble  themselves,  either  in  their  Asylums,  or  elsewhere,  as  the 
Eminent  Commander  may  appoint,  at  noon,  Eastern  time,  which  in  this 
Jurisdiction  is  eleven  o^clock,  on  Christmas  day,  and  join  with  all  the 
Templar  Brotherhood  in  the  United  States,  in  the  sentiment  prepared 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Grand  Encampment : 

F  To  our  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master,  Heniy  Bates  Stoddard  :    May  our  Order  under  his 

r  sway  become  the  noblest  champion  of  the  Christian  virtues. 

To  which  the  Grand  Master  has  sent  the  following  response: 

Sir  Knights  :  May  each  so  live  and  act  that  he  may  exemplify  the  teachings  of  the 
Blessed  Immanuel. 

The  Grand  Recorder  ventures  to  add  the  suggestion  that  our  Christ- 
mas gathering  would  be  brighter  and  sweeter  if  the  wives,  daughter^ 
and  sweethearts  of  Templars  were  to  be  invited  to  grace  it  with  their 
presence,  when  a  sentiment  which  finds  lodgment  in  the  breast  of  every 
true  and  courteous  Sir  Knight,  would  be  appropriate : 

To  Woman  :  Last  at  the  cross  and  first  at  the  sepulcher,  ever  faithful  and  true  :  the  Joy 
of  our  hearts  and  the  beacon  star  of  our  lives  :  bright,  be  ever  bright,  her  visions  of 
the  morrow. 

Courteously, 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 
\  Grand  Recorder. 

Reference  of  Address. 

Eminent  Sir  Frank  Burkitt  ottered  the  following  which  was  adopted: 

Remlved,  That  portion  of  the  Grand  Commander's  address  relating 
to  Dispensations  be  referred  to  a  Special  Committee  of  three.  So  much 
as  relates  to  the  Christmas  observance  to  a  like  committee,  and  tlie 
remainder  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law. 

The  Very  Eminent,  the  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  appointed  on  the 
first  of  said  committees.  Sir  Knights  W.  P.  Tackett,  Vj.  Ernest  Clements 
and  George  C.  Myers ;  and  upon  the  second.  Sir  Knights  Charles  Heuck, 
James  K.  Moore  and  B.  A.  Weaver. 

Qrand  Recorder's  Report. 

The  Grand  Recorder  submitted  his  Annual  Report  as  follows,  and 
the  same  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

To  the  ItigJU   Eminniiy  tlie  Grand  Commandery  : 

The  Grand  Recorder  begs  leave  to  courteously  submit  his  Annual 
Report.  The  duties  of  the  last  year  have  been  purely  routine  and  do 
not  call  for  remark.  All  the  Commanderies  have  forwarded  their  An- 
nual Returns  and  paid  their  dues. 

FRKDERK^  SPEED, 

Grand  Recorder. 


Ifi 


PROCKEDINGS  OF 


1903 


Grand  Comnnanclery  of  Mississippi  K.  T.— Receipts  I902. 


NaMK  OF  COMMANDERY. 


Aberdeen 

Coahoma 

Cvrene 

Delta 

DeMolay 

Greenwood 

Hattiesburg... 
Holly  Springs 

Ivanhoe 

J^xington 

Macon 

Magnolia 

Mary  Savery... 

Mississippi 

Rosalie 

St.Cyr 

St.  Elmo 

The  Coast 

West  Point 

Yazoo 


n 

n 
55 


32 
19 
130 
43 
40 
21 
39 
24 
(>3. 
35 
20 
()0 
36 
36 
44 

^•^» 

// 
64 
27 
37 
19 


< 
H 

o 


$  32  00 

19  00 
130  00 

43  00 
40  00 
21  00 
39  00 
24  00 

63  00 

35  00 

20  00 
60  00 

36  00 

36  00 

44  00 
77  00 

64  00 
27  00 

37  00 
19  00 


■< 

Q 

H 

X 
O 

z 


$  30  00 

20  00 

110  00 

35  00 

15  00 

5  00 
10  00 
25  00 
20  00 
15  00 
20  00 
15  00 
45  00 
30  00 
10  00 

5  00 
65  00 


20  00 


< 
o 


$  62  00 

39  00 
24  00 
78  00 
55  00 

26  00 
49  00 

49  00 
83  00 

50  00 

40  00 
75  00 

81  00 

66  00 
54  00 

82  00 
129  00 

27  00 

67  00 
19  00 


o 

< 


H 

< 
Pui 


$26  44 


$  61  00* 

38  00* 
240  00 

78  00 
55  00 

26  00 
49  00 

49  00 
83  OOt 

50  00 

39  * 
75  00 

81  00 
m  00 
54  UO 

82  OOt 
129  00 

27  00 
30  56 
19  00 


»  Owes  f  1.00.    t  2  Honorary,    t  Paid  Sl.OO  to  correct  error  of  last  year. 


GRAND  COMMANDEBY  OF  MI8S8ISSIPPI. 
STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 


Ureenwooil 

HnttieBburt; 

Holly  8prin>tB... 

Lexington  

Miu;on 

MHKnolitt 

MisHinsippi 

KoBEilie 

Mkfv  Hrtvery 

St.  Cyr 

St.  Elmo 

Tlie  CoHBt , 

West  I'oint 


Orand  Treasurer's  Report. 

rlie    Graiiil   TreHSurer   submitted    liie    Annual   Report,   aa  follows, 
whiih  WH9  on  motion,  referred  to  tlie  Finance  Coinmittef : 

iiv  J.  Baihn,  Ghand  Trbamiibbb,  is   AcioiFST  WITH  THE  Grand  OouMAN- 
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CRKDIT. 


Paid  out  on  warrants $1,130  49 

Balance  to  new  account 2.037  16 


$3,167  65 


The  Grand  Commandery  atone  o'clock  adjourned  until  half- past  two 
o'clock  this  afternoon. 


AFTERNOON  CONCLAVE. 


At  half  past  two  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the  Grand  Commandery  resumed 
labor,  all  the  Grand  Officers  and  Representatives  being  present,  as  at 
the  morning  Conclave. 

Election  of  Officers. 

The  Grand  Commandery  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  with 
the  following  result : 

Grand  Commander Robert  Hiram  Hrnry. 

Deputy  Grand  Commander Frank  Burkitt. 

Grand  Generalissimo John  Foogo  Dixon. 

Grand  Captain  General Dk  B.  Waddell. 

Grand  Treasurer Gus.  J.  Bahin. 

Grand  Recorder Frkdbric  Speed. 

Senior  Grand  Warden George  C.  Mykrs. 

Junior  Grand  Warden Nolan  Stewart. 

Grand  Standard  Bearer GeorgeC.  Hoskins. 

Grand  Sword  Bearer Garland  D.Brown. 

Grand  Warder J.  S.  Brooks. 

Adjournment. 

At  four  o'clock,  the  room  being  required  for  the  Assembly  of  the 
Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  the  Grand  Commandery 
adjourned  until  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


1903  GRAND  COMMANDKRY  OF  MFSSISSIPPI.  19 


SECOND  DAY. 


At  nine  o'clock,  Wednesday,  February  18th.,  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery  resumed  labor,  the  Divine  blessing  being  invoked  by  the  Grand 
Prelate,  the  several  Grand  Officers  and  Representatives  being  in  their 
stations  and  places,  as  on  yesterday.  ' 

Report  of  Finance  Committee. 

To  tfie  liiglit  tCminent^  the  Grand  Commandery : 

The  Finance*  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  exam- 
ined the  accounts  of  the  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer,  and  find 
them  to  be  correct. 

NOLAN  STEWART, 
GEORGE  C.  H0SKIN8, 
T.  B.  FRANKLIN, 

Committee. 

Amendments  to  Statutes. 

Sir  Tiiomas  B.  Franklin,  inove<l  the  adoption  of  the  following  amend- 
ments to  the  Statutes,  which  were  considered  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  adopted  by  a  like  vote : 

Section  7.  Tfie  Grand  Officers,  Members  of  Standing  Committees 
and  the  Eminent  Commander  or  his  proxy,  of  each  Commandery, 
whose  Returns  shall  liave  been  made  and  dues  to  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery paid,  shall  be  reimbursed  for  their  attendance  to  the  extent  of  their 
actual  expenses,  excluding  all  compensation  paid  in  other  Masonic 
Grand  Bodies,  meeting  during  the  same  week  at  the  same  place. 

Add  to  Section  2,  and  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  fifty  dollars 
in  full  for  his  services. 

Amend  Section  3,  by  substituting  Five  hundred  dollars  in  lieu  of 
Two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  in  the  last  line. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Credentials. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

To  the  Right  Eminent,  the  Grand  Commandertf  : 

Your  Committee  reflpectfuUy  beg  leave  to  report  that  all  the  Com- 
manderies  have  reported  and  are  repreHented,  and  ask  to  be  discharged. 

Courteously, 

H.  M.  WADDKLL, 
UOBT.  SOMERVILLE, 
R.  A.  STIGLER, 

Committee. 
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Abkrdebn,  No.  17. — William  Kimmell,  Eminent  Commander. 

Coahoma,  No.  22. — J.   S.  Brooks,    Eminent   Commander;  J.  J.  Brooks, 
Captain  General. 

Cyrbnk,  No.  9.— F.  E.  Smith,  Generalissimo. 

Delta,  No.  16. — E.  N.  Thomas,  Eminent  Commander;  C.  H.  West,  Gen- 
eralissimo. 

DkMolay,  No.  8. — B.   A.  Weaver,  Generalissimo,  T.  B.  Franklin,  Cap- 
tain General. 

Grkknwood,  No.  24. — E.  R.  McShane,  Eminent  Commander, 

Hattiesburg,  No.  21. — W.  M.  Conner,  Captain  General. 

HoLirY   Springs,  No.  4. — S.  I).    Hamilton,    Eminent    Commnder;  J.  G. 
Leach,  Generalissimo. 

IvANHOK,  No.  10. — W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.g.c,  Eminent  Commander ;  P. 
M.  Savery,  p.g.c.  Captain  General. 

Lexington,  No.  3. — R.   A.  Stigler,  Eminent  Commander;  W.  P.  Tackeit, 
Generalissimo. 

Macon,  No.  25. — W.  F.  Scales,  Eminent  Commander. 

Magnolia,  No.  2. — J.  K.  Moore,  proxy. 

Mississippi,  No.  1. —  W.  W.  Lake,  Eminent  Commander. 

Rosalie,  No.  5. — W.  G.  Benbrook,  p.e.c,  proxy. 

Mary  Savicry,  No.  14. — T.  A.  Read,  p.k.c,  proxy  for  Eminent  Com- 
mander. 

St.  Cyr,  No.  6. — G.  D.  Brown,  Eminent  Commander. 

St.  Elmo,  No.  18. — Charles  F.  Heuck,  proxy  for  Eminent  Commander. 

The  Coast,  No.  19.— J.  C.  Bradford,  Eminent  Commander  ;  J.  J.  Lemon, 
Generalissimo;  T.  J.  Rosell,  Captain  General. 

West  Point,  No.  20. — R.  R.  Ellis,  Eminent  Commander. 

Yazoo,  No.  23. — M.  L.  Stij;ler,  p.e.c,  proxy. 

Visiting  Fratkrs. — J.  G.  Robertson,  p.cg.,  John  H.  Waener,  R.  W. 
Heliums,  J.  L.  Sisk,  B.  A.  Talbert,  J.  T.  Talbert,  Edwin  Wright,  J.  S. 
Hudson,  B.  B.  FonI,  J.  E.  Holmes,  S.  H.  Logan,  T.  L.  Bennett,  Ar- 
thur Graham,  W.  U.  Hampton,  A.  L.  Bondurant,  S.  F.  Carr,  W.  C. 
Boyd,  K.  L.  Grady,  J.  M.  Davis,  C.  B.  Evans,  H.  Thornton,  C.  H. 
Dabbs,  E.  S.  Bostick,  J.  L.  Spinks,  A.  J.  Peck,  C.  W.  Schamber,  W. 
F.  Parsons,  R.  C.  Applewhite,  H.  F.  Mulliken,  Robert  Somerville, 
J.  H.  McBee,  S.  M.  Smith,  C.  C.  Pahlen,  P.  A.  Lindholm,  W.  L.  Jordan, 
J.  B.  Pickens,  J.  L.  Dyson,  R.  C.  McBee,  J.  B.  Cunningham,  B.  W. 
Lipsev,  H.  S.  Hooker,  I).  H.  Hobbs,  J.  T.  Buck,  E.  H.  Buell,  J.  E. 
Staniield,  R.  C.  Elmore,  W.  M.  Meek,  G.  B.  Stewart,  H.  M.  Waddell, 
T.  J.  Wyatt,  J.  S.  Hoard.  D.  S.  McClanahan,  Lee  Boyd,  W.  H. 
McLean,  J.  M.  Dickey,  J.  W.  Jordan. 

Your  Committee  respectfully  beg  to  report  that  all  the  Commando- 
ries  have  reported  and  are  represented. 

Fraternally, 

H.  W.  WADDELL, 
KOBERT  SOMERVILLE, 
R.  A.  STIGLER, 

Committee. 
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Additional  Report  on  Crbdrntials. 

V'o  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander ,  Grand  Command^ry  : 

Right  Eminknt  Sir  :  Your  Coiiiniittee  on  Credentials  be^  to  file  this 
additional  report  of  Past  Eminent  Commanders  and  visiting  Sir  Knights, 
so  far  as  has  been  reported  to  us : 

Past  Grand  Commanders. — John  K.  Fulson,  P.  M.  Savery,  W.  A.  Boden- 
hamer,  J.  A.  B.  Jones,  ( Rep.  Ohio ),  J.  M.  Buchanan,  E.  George 
DeLap,  William  G.  Benbrook,  James  T.  Harrison. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders. — C.  E.  Romburger,  W.  J.  Brown,  W.  H.  How- 
ard, E.  J.  Martin,  J.  H.  Stoltzfus,  C.  E.  Grafton,  E.  E.  Clement,  T'  H. 
Gleason,  N.  E.  Whitehead. 

Your  Committee  ask  that  this  report  be  received  and  the  Committee 
discharged. 

Christmas  Observance. 

The  Special  Committee  on  so  much  of  the  Grand  Commander's  Ad- 
dress as  relates  to  the  Christmas  Observance,  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  was  adopted  : 

To  tfie  Right  hlminenty  tfie  Grand  Commandery : 

Your  Committee  on  Christmas  Observance  recommend  the  adoption 
of  that  part  of  the  Right  Eminent,  the  Grand  Commander's  Address  as 
refers  to  Christmas  Day  Observance  and  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee as  outlined  in  his  address. 

CHAKLES  HEUCK, 
B.  A.  WKAVEK, 
JAMES  K.  MOORE, 

Committee. 

Templar  Law  Report. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  L^w  submitted  the  following  report 
which  was  adopted  : 

To  the  HigJU  Kminent,  tlie  Grand  C&mviandery. 

We  your  Committee  on  Templar  Law,  approve  the  action  of  the 
Grand  Commander,  and  would  suggest  that  the  following  resolution  be 
adopted  by  this  Grand  Commandery: 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar  of  the 
United  States,  be,  and  is  hereby  petitioned  to  enact  a  statute  requiring 
all  the  candidates  for  degrees  to  present  themselves  for  the  same  within 
six  months  after  being  notified  of  favorable  action  upon  their  petitions, 
and  failing  so  to  do,  the  election  shall  lapse  and  become  void. 

Courteously  submitted, 

H.  T.  HOWARD, 

W.  A.  BODKNHAMER, 

J.  M.  BUCHANAN, 

Committee. 

Dispensations. 

The  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Right 
Eminent,  the  Grand  Commander's  Address,  as  relates  to  Dispensations, 
granted  and  refused,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted : 
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with  suffering  and  sorrow ;  and  the  ^enaineness  of  whose  Masonic 
character,  and  his  undying  devotion  to  its  principles,  have  been  mani- 
fested in  liis  superb  and  princely  generosity."  He  left  behind  him  an 
imposing  monument  in  the  Hills  Masonic  Temple,  which  was  his  gift  to 
tlie  local  Masonic  bodies  of  Muskegon,  where  he  made  his  home  and  died. 
For  fifteen  years  he  was  the  Commander  of  his  Commandery  and  had 
always  been  a  working  Mason,  in  all  the  bodies  from  Lodge  to  Consistory. 

Thomas  Russell  Ercanbrack,  a  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Iowa,  who 
passed  through  the  East  Gate,  Auj^ust  4th.,  1901,  was  for  many  years  one 
of  the  most  conspicuous  figures  in  Iowa  Masonic  circles,  and  had  re- 
ceived the  highest  honors  his  brethren  could  bestow.  A  fine  Chrif^tian 
character,  a  liigh  toned  gentleman,  and  a  lawyer  of  fine  abilities,  he 
enjoyed  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  the  respect  and  love  of  his 
Masonic  associates. 


Tiiose  of  us  who  attended  the  Triennial  Conclave  at  Chicago,  in  1880, 
will  always  retain  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  genial  and  kind  hearted 
Grand  Commander  of  Illinois,  Charles  Moody  Morse,  whose  efforts  to 
make  our  visit  one  of  unalloyed  pleasure  were  so  successful,  and  won  for 
Chicago  and  Illinois,  well  deserved  praise.  At  the  ripe  old  age  of  nearly 
eighty-two  years,  spent  in  a  life  of  unusual  activity  and  usefulness,  our 
Frater  died  at  the  home  of  his  son,  in  Philadelphia,  March  29th.,  1892. 
His  was  the  career  so  common  in  the  early  days  of  the  great  west,  when 
the  brain  and  sinue  of  the  east  flocked  towards  the  setting  sun  and  built 
up  in  the  wilderness  a  mighty  empire.  For  thirty-four  years  Sir  Morse 
filled  positions  of  the  greatest  responsibility  in  the  management  of  wliat, 
from  a  small  beginning,  grew  into  one  of  the  greatest  of  railway  systems 
and  it  is  said  that  during  all  this  time  he  was  never  in  an  accident  in- 
volving loss  of  life  or  considerable  distruction  of  property.  His  Masonic 
record  extended  from  1853  until  his  precious  remains  were  carried  home 
to  Jacksonville  to  be  buried  amongst  the  people  he  loved  so  well,  by  the 
brethren  and  Templars  he  had  served  so  faithfully. 

To  the  loving  words  of  the  Grand  Commander  in  speaking  of  a  Tem- 
plar whom  we  all  knew  and  loved,  Ambrose  A.  Posey,  PastEmminent 
Commander  of  Aberdeen  Commandery,  I  cannot  refrain  from  adding  my 
own.  For  many  years  he  was  an  attendant  at  the  meetings  of  our 
Masonic  Grand  bodies,  where,  although  a  quiet  and  unobtrusive  man, 
he  rendered  with  his  wise  counsel  and  advice,  important  and  valuable 
service  and  was  highly  esteemed.  The  grass  grows  upon  his  grave,  but 
amongst  it  will  be  commingled  the  fragrance  of  the  fiowers  which  will 
ever  bloom  in  the  memories  of  those  of  us  who  were  his  friends  and 
associates. 


Installation. 


The  Grand  Officers  elect  were  then  Installed  into  their  respective 
offices  by  Past  Grand  Commander  Frederic  Speed,  Past  Grand  Comman- 
der Phineas  M.  Savery,  acting  as  Grand  Marshal,  and  afterwards  install- 
ing the  Grand  Recorder. 
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Adjournment. 

The  Grand  Coininandery  having  completed  the  biiainess  of  the 
Forty-Third  Annual  Grand  Conclave  was  adjourned,  the  Grand  Prelate 
leading  the  Sir  Knights  in  their  devotions,  until  Tuesday  February  16th., 
liW. 

R.  H.  HELNRY, 

Grand  Commander. 


(irand  Recorder. 


The  Knightly  Dead 


ABERDEEN 

AMBROSE  A.  POSEY,  -  -  October  ad.,  190a 

CYRENE 

JOSEPH  EAKEN,  -          -          -             January  7th.,  190a 

A.  J.  RUSSELL,  ...             June  4th.,  190a 

C.  L.  OASTON,  ....      June  30th.,  190a 

W.  J.  KENNEDY,  -          -  .        -       AuguAt  aoth.,  190a 

HATTIE^BURG 
T.  L.  MONTAGUE,  ...        April  5th.,  190a 

IVANHOE 

JAHES  W.  TRICE,  P.E.C.        -        -  April  nth.,  190a 

MAGNOLIA 

JOHN  W.  POWELL,  P.E.C,     -  -         May  isL,  190a 

ALBERT  GALLATIN  CASSELL,    -      August  aoth.,  190a 

MISSISSIPPI 

ROBERT  BRADLEY,  -  -  February  3d.,  190a 

HARRY  M.  TAYLOR,  -  -  June  I5t.,  190a 

ROSALIE. 

JAMES  S.  GAYNOR,         -  -       November  nth.,  190a 

ST.    CYR 

FRANK  T.  TRAINOR,  -  September  a6th,  190a 

R.  N.  OWENS,  ...  October  13th,  190a 

ST.   E.LMO 

C.  n.  WATEflAN,         ...         August  ad.,  190a 

WEST  POINT 


R.  C.  GIBSON. 


YAZOO 


ALEXANDER  HOLMES, 


April  loth  ,  190a 
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Grand    Commanders 

From  Organization— 1857  to  1903. 


William  H.  Stevens 1867  to 

George  P.  Crump 1858  to 

Giles  Mumford   Killyer 1859  to 

Harvey  W.  Walter 1860  to 

Benjamins.  Tappan 1861  to 

Kdward  Lea 1866  to 

Christopher  A.  Manlove 1867  to 

Fleet  C.  Mercer 18(>9  to 

John  K.  Fulson,  Water  Valley 1869  to 

Charles  T.  Bond 1870  to 

William  S.  Patton 1871  to 

Enoch  George  DeLap,  Natchez 1872  to 

Edmund  T.  Henry 1873  to 

Phineas  M.  Savery,  Tupelo 1874  to 

Gid  W.  Cox 1875  to 

Oliver  Clifton,  Jackson 1876  to 

William  A.  Fairchild 1877  to 

William  Gallatin  Paxton 1878  to 

Charles  M.  Erwin 1879  to 

William  G.  Benbrook,  Natchez 1880  to 

William  French 1881  to 

James  T.  Meade, 1882  to 

Henry  M.  Komberger,  Winona 1883  to 

W.  P.  Towler 1884  to 

John  H.  Gordon,  Port  Gibson 1885  to 

Bolivar  A.  Vaughan 1886  to 

Nathan  S.  Walker 1887  to 

Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg 1888  to 

James  J.  Hayes,  Vicksburg 1890  to 

Joseph  Edward  I-eigh 1891  to 

William  A.  Bodenhamer,  ()kolona....l892  to 

Samuel  W.  Ferguson,  Greenville 1893  to 

James  C.  French,  Natchez 1894  to 

Frank  P.  Jinkins,  Aberdeen 1895  to 

James  M.  Buchanan,  Meridian 1896  to 

James  T.  Harrison,  Columbus 1897  to 

William  Starling 1898  to 

John  S.  Cobb,  Verona 1899  to 

John  A.B.  Jones,  Hazlehurst 1900  to 

Harry  T.  Howard,  Biloxi ...1901  to 

Oliver  Lee  McKay,  Meridinn 1902  to 

Robert  Hiram  Henry,  Jackson 1903  to 


858— Died 
859— Died 
860— Died 
861— Died 
866— Died 
867— Died 
868— Died 
870--Died 
870. 

871— Died 
872— Died 
873. 

874— Died 
875. 

876— Died 
877— ( Not 
878— Died 
879— Died 
880- (Non 
881. 

882— Died 
883— Died 
884. 

885— Died 
886— Died 
887— Died 
888— Died 
890. 
891. 

892— Died 
893. 
894. 
895. 
896. 
897. 
898. 

899— Died 
JHK). 
901. 
V02. 
1K)3. 
904. 


October  13,  1866. 
1860. 

April  23,  1871. 
Sept.  19,  1878. 
March  1,  186<5. 
1878. 

Dec.  29,  1878. 
January  26,  1885. 

Dec.  14,  1872. 
July  5,  1889. 

April  19,  1881. 

July  9,  1900. 
Affiliated.) 
Sept.  20,  1878. 
October  26,  1889 
-resident.) 

April  28,  1884. 
March  8,  1903. 

March  30,  1893. 

Feb.  17,  ■l*K)2. 
November  5,  1897. 
August  12.  1895. 


November  7,  1891 


Dec.  10,  1900. 


Honorary  Past  Grand  Commanders. 


John  Logan  Power,  p.e.c Elected  in  1891. 

John  D.  Miles,  p.k.c Elerte<l  in  1S92. 

Gus  J.  Bahin.  p.k.c Elected  in  1896. 
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Grand  Representatives 

Commissioned  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi. 


Grnnd  Commandery.  Hepreseiitatitr — PoaLofiica,  Date  of  Commisdon, 

Alabama N.  G.  AugustuB,  HollySprings {  Di^^?^J^3^*"cJ^f 

Arizona ().  A.  Harrison,  p.e  c.  Meridiiin June  26. 1902. 

Arkansas Harry  T.  Howard,  p.g.c,  Biloxi Feb.  7, 1899. 

("alifornia PhineflB  M.  Saverv,  p.g.c,  Tupelo March  27,  1890. 

Colorado T.  G.  Birchett,  VicksburK Jan.  24.  I8?K). 

(November  1,1896. 
Connecticut Garland  D.  Brown,  Water  Vallev -^renewed  Nov.  16, 

1 1902. 

District Coluinbia.Ed win  J.  Martin,  Meridian Dec.  24,  1898. 

( July  28,  1899.  re- 
Florida J.  K  iSeavev,  Brookbaven <newe<l  March  13, 

<1902. 

(Georgia J.  C.  French,  p.g.c,  Natchez Oct.  15.  1901. 

!Jan.  2,  1899,  re- 
newed Dec.  26, 
1901. 

Indiana C.  E.  (irafton,  Brookbaven  July  25,  1899. 

Iowa.  .' Frederic  Speed,  p.g.c,  Vicksburg Dec.  28, 1898. 

,»     ,        ,                 ^.       .  ( July  18,  1896,  re- 
Kansas  Wni.  G.  Benbrook,  p.g.c,  Natchez, <newed  March  17, 

(1902. 

Kentucky Cass  Oltenburg,  Lexinjrton Jan.  25,  1899. 

Louisiana K.nocli  Geo.  DeLap,  p.g.c,  Natciiez 1892. 

Maine C.  L.  Lincoln,  ColunibuH  Oct.  16,  1895. 

MsifiHiU'liusettHand 

Riiode  Inland John  S.  Cobb,  p.g.c,  Verona August,  1898. 

I  Oct  16,  1896,  re- 
Marvland James  T.  Harrison,  p.g.c,  Coluntbus -^newed  Feb.    24, 

I  1902. 

Minnesota H.  M.  Romberger,  p.g  c.  Winona Nov.  23,  1891. 

Montana DeK.  Wa<idell,  p.g.c,  Meridian March  30,  1902. 

Nebraska Emmet  N.  Thomas,  Greenville April    12.   1894. 

(  Feb.  8,  1901,  re- 

New  Hampshire...  Benjamin  V.  White,  Meridian ^,  newed  Nov.  20, 

*  "'  (1902. 

New  Jersey E.  Emmet  Clement,  Ocean  Springs .'.Aug.  21,1899. 

New  Mexico Thomas  B.  Franklin,  Columbus August  14, 1902. 

New  York Flnoch  Geo.  DeLap,  p.g.c,  Natchez Jan.  15,1890. 

North  Carolina Ebenezer  Thompson,  Biloxi  March  19,  1897. 

North    Dakota John  D.  Miles,  Vicksburg 

Ohio John  A.  B.Jones,  p.g.c,   Hazlehurst Dec.  23,  1901. 

Oregon (i<'orge  ('.  Myers,  p.ic.c.  Holly  Springs..Feb.  12,  1902. 

rennsvlvania Oliver  L.  McKay,  p.g.c.  Meridian Jan.  11,  1902. 

(  Dec.  Ifl,  1898,  re- 
South   Dakota Willian»  (i.  Svkes,  Aberdeen <newed  March  14, 

f 1902. 

Tennessee Harrv  T.  Howard,  p.g.c,  Biloxi April  4,  1902. 

Texas G.  J.Bahin,  p.g.c,  Natchez Nov.  19,  1898. 

Vermont James  J.  Hayes,  P.G.t*.,  Vicksburg June  5.  1899. 

Virginia William  G.  Benbrook,  p.g.c,  Natchez. ..July,  1896. 

West  Virginia W.  A.  Bodenhanier,  p.g.c,  Okolona 

Wisconsin lohn  A.  Dix.  Natchez Nov.  20,  1895. 

Wyoming J.  H.  Wright,  Meridian October,  1896. 
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Grand  Representatives 

Coin  missioned  by  the  Grand  Conrimandery  of  MIssleelppl. 

Grand  Commandery.  Represefilative  —  I'osl  Office.  Date  of  Commimon. 

i  D6C.      17      1901 
Alabama  Henry  M.  Matliews,  Montgomery •<  renewed 'Feb.  7*, 

f  IifIIZ. 

Arizona James  Manoah  Swetman,  Phoenix July  2,  1902. 

Arkansas T.  H.  Jackson,  Brinkley Nov.  1,  1902. 

California Carroll  Cook,  San  Francisco Dec.  19,  1900. 

Colorado  Alfonso  A.  Burnard,  Lejidville  Jan.  2,  1890. 

Connecticut William  C.  Comstock,  Meriden Nov.  26,  1902. 

District  Columbia  Albert  B.Jackson Oct.  10,1896. 

Florida George  W.  Hyde,  Gninsville  Feb.  7,  1902. 

Georgia Thomas  K.  Fletcher,  Forsyth Feb.  7,  1902. 

c  Jan.  9,  1899,  re- 
Illinois James  G.  Elwood,  Joliet (iS^^    ^^^'  ^' 

c  Aug.  17, 1899,  re- 
Indiana Frederick  Glass,  Madison..  <newed    Feb     9, 

( 1902. 
Iowa Henri  R.  Piatt,  Keokuk Fel).  7,  HK)2. 

Kansas S.  J.  B.  Fugate,  Nqwton Feb.  7,'  1902! 

Kentucky Alfred  H.  Bryant,  (yovin^rton Sep.  14,  HH)2. 

liOuisiana Joseph  H.  DeGrange,  New  Orleans 

Maine Cyrus  W.  Davis,  Waterville Feb.  2,  1902. 

c  Oct.  8,  1898,  re- 
Maryland   George  Cook,  Baltimore <newed    Feb.    7, 

Massachusetts  <& )  «>     •       •      t>        hi  ( Dec.  16  1892,  re- 

Rhode iBb.mi}'**'"!'"'""  ^*«"  '-y""  |f«J«<«    Feb.  7. 

Minnesota Charles  H.  Mix,  Ciookston  <newed   Fob.'    7. 

( 1902. 

TW-  •  Ai         TLC    rk     1  cj*    r       •  \  Feb.' 5,  1890,  re- 

Missoun  Alex.  M.  Dockery,  St.  Louis ^  newed    Feb.    7, 

/  1902. 

Montana E.  D.  Aikin,  Butte  City July  10,  1901. 

Nebraska Louis  F.  de  Lorennier,  Desha Ort  8,  1896. 

i  July  22,  1800.  re- 

New  Hampshire..  Daniel  C.  Roberts,  Concord <  newed    Feb.  7, 

^  »  1902. 

New  Jersey Thomas  Goodson,  Newark Dec.  23,  1^89. 

New  York John  H.  Chapman,  Newberg Feh.  7,  1902. 

North  Carolina Martin  S.  Willard,  Wilmington March  9,    1897. 

North  Dakota Frank  A.  Briggs,  BisiiiHrck Oct.  8,  1896. 

New  Mexico Jason  W.James,  Roswell Nov.  1,  1902. 

r\i  '  wii-         T     II        u  v  ^  (March    11,    1898, 

Ohio William  L.  Meuchner,  xoungstown ■<  renewed  Feb.  17, 

1 1901. 

Oregon Trvin  W.Pratt Aug.  19,  1889. 

Pennsylvania John  F.  Ran,  Philadelphia  Feb.  17,  1901. 

South  Dakota William  H.  Kuddell,  Brooklyn   Feb.  17,  1902. 

Tennessee JameS  Park  Htniner,  Kranklin Aug.  16.  1899. 

Texas Will  N.  Kidd,  Houston Marcli  14,  1902. 

Vermont George  W.Squier,  Swanton Jan.  18,  181)9. 

Virginia  John  T.  Parham,  Petersburg ^newed    Feb.   7. 

( 1902. 

Washington Wnlter  J.  Thompson,  Tacoiiia May  24,  1889. 

West  Virginia Ktlward  O.  Bower,  SJHterville Feb.  7,  1902. 

Wisconsin ..N.  C.  Giffin,  Fon  du  Lac 

Wyoming John  C.  Davis,  Rawlins Oct.  8,  1895. 
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ROSTER  OF  GRAND  COMMANDERIE8. 


Alabama — Grand  Commander,  George  F.  Wheelock,  Birmingham. 
Grand  Recorder,  George  A.  Beauchamp,  Montgomery. 

Arizona — Grand  Commander,  Anthony  Arthur  Johns,  Prescott. 

Grand  Recorder,  George  J.  Ruskruge,  Tucson.  ' 

Arkansas— Grand  Commander,  Frank  Hill,  Fayetteville. 
Grand  Recorder,  Fay  Hempstead,  Little  Rock. 

California — Grand  Commander,  W.  Frank  Pierce,  Croker  Building,  San 

Francisco. 
Grand  Recorder,  William  A.  Davis,  San  Francisco. 

Canada— Supreme  Grand  Master,  David  L.  Carley,  Windsor. 
Grand  Recorder,  William  H.  Whyte,  Montreal. 

Colorado— Grand  Commander,  Ed.  Gene  Arnold,  Denver. 
Grand  Recorder,  William  D.  Todd,  Denver. 

Connecticut-  Grand  Commander,  Edward  E.  Fuller,  ToHand. 

Grand  Recorder,  Eli  C.  Birdsey,  Meriden. 

District  of  Columbia — Grand  Commander,   George   E.  Corson,   Wash- 
ington 
Grand  Recorder,    Arvine  W.  Johnston,   Wash- 
ington. 

England  and  Wales — Grand  Commander,  The  Earl  of  P^uston,  London. 

Grand  Recorder,  C.  F.  Matier,  Mark  Masons  ILiU,  i 

Great  Queen  Street,  London,  W.  C.  England.  i 

Florida— (irand  Commander,  William  S.  Ware,  Jacksonville. 
Grand  Recorder,  Wilbur  P.  Webster,  Jacksonville. 

(lEORGiA— (irand  Commander,  Frank  O.  Miller,  Fort  Valley. 
Grand  Recorder,  William  S.  Rockwell,  Savannah. 

Illinois— Grand  Commander,   Holmon  Green  Purington,  Masonic  Tem- 
ple, Chicago. 
Grand  Recorder,  Gilbert  W.  Barnard,  Chicago. 

Indiana — Grand  Commander,  Sidney  W.  Doughiss,  Evansville. 
Grand  Recorder,  Calvin  W.  Prather,  Indianapolis. 

Lndian    Territory — Grand    Commander,    Zacharv     Tavlor      Waldron, 

Muskogee. 
Grand  Recorder,  Joseph  S.  Morrow,  Atoka. 

Iowa— Grand  Commander,  Frederick  W.  Craig,  Des  Moines. 
Grand  Recorder,  David  M.  Brownlee,  Sioux  City. 

Iueland— Grand  Commander,  H.  R.  H.  Duke  of  Connaught. 
Grand  Recorder. 

Kansas  -Grand  Commander,  Tliomas  L.  Bond,  Salina. 

Grand  Recorder,  Thomas  J.  Anderson,  Topeka. 

Kentucky — Grand  Commander,  Frank  U.  Johnson,  Frankfort, 
Grand  Recorder,  Alfred  H.  Bryant,  Covington. 

Louisiana — Grand  Commander,  Joseph  J.  Hooper,  New  Orleans. 
Grand  Recorder,  Richard  Lambert,  New  Orleans. 

Maine — Grand  Commander,  Frederick  W.  Plaisted,  Augusta. 
Grand  Recorder,  Stephen  Berry,  Portland. 
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Maryland — Grand  Commander,  Charles  Clark,  Baltimore. 
Grand  Recorder,  John  H.  Miller,  Baltimore. 

Massachusetts  &  Rhode  Island— Grand  Commander,  George  H.  Kenyon, 

Providence. 
Grand  Recorder,  Benjamin  W.  Howell, 
Boston. 

Michigan — Grand  Commander,  James  Findlater,  Detroit. 
Grand  Recorder,  Henry  L.  Anthony,  Sturgis. 

Minnesota — Grand  Commander,  Rolaii  H.  Hartley,  Minneapolis. 
Grand  Recorder,  Thomas  Montgomery,  St.  Paul. 

Mississippi — Grand  Commander,  Robert  Hiram  Henry,  Jackson. 
Grand  Recorder,  Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg. 

Missouri— Grand  Commander,  John  F.  Katon,  Kansas  City. 
Grand  Recorder,  William  H.  Mayo,  St.  Louis. 

Montana — Grand  Commander,  James  H.  Montieth. 
Grand  Recorder,  Edward  D.  Neil,  Butte. 

Nebraska — Grand  Commander,  Frank  K.  Ballard,  North  Platte. 
Grand  Recorder,  Francis  E.  White,  Omaha. 

Ne^v  Hampshirk — Grand  Commander,  Frank  L.  Sanders,  Concord. 

Grand  Recorder,  Frank  Dana  Woodbury,  Concord. 

New  Jersey — Grand  Commander,  Daniel  Demerast,  Montclair. 

Grand  Recorder,  Charles  Bechtel,  Trenton. 

New  Mexico — Grand  Commander,  C.  N.  Black  well,  Raton. 

•Grand  Recorder,  Alpheus  A.  Keen,  Albuquerque. 

Nkw  Youk — Grand  Commander,  William  J.  Maxwell,  550  Fifth  Avenue, 

Brooklyn. 
Grand  Recorder,  Authur  MacAuthur,  Troy. 

North  Carolina — Grand  Commander,  John  C.  Drewry,  Raleigh. 

Grand  Recorder,  James  C.  Munds,  Wilmington. 

North  Dakota — Grand  Commander,  Robert  M.  Carothers  Grand  Forks. 

Grand  Recorder,  Frank  J.  Thompson,  Fargo. 

Ohio— Grand  Commander,  William  T.  McLean,  Sidney. 
Grand  Recorder,  John  N.  Bell,  Dayton. 

Oklahoma — Grand  Commander,  Enoch  Moulton  Bamford,  Guthrie. 

Grand  Recorder,  Harper  C.  Cunningham,  Oklahoma  City. 

Oregon— Grand  Commander,  Frank  Eugene  Allen,  Albany. 
Grand  Recorder,  James  F.  Robinson,  Eugene. 

Pennsylvania — Grand  Commander,  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  Philadelphia. 

Grand  Recorder,  William  W.  Allen,  Philadelphia. 

Prince  Edwards  Island — Grand  Recorder,  B.  Wilson  Higgs. 

Scotland  —Grand  Commander,  The  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  Edinburgh. 
Grand  Recorder,  Lindsey  MacKersey,  Edinburgh. 

South  Dakota— Grand  Commander,  Morris  H.  Kelly,  Aberdeen. 

Grand  Recorder,  George  A.  Pettigrew,  Flandreau. 

Tennessee— Grand  Commander,  James  Park  Hanna,  Franklin. 
Grand  Recorder,  John  B.  Garret,  Nashville. 

Texas — Grand  Commander,  J.  F.  Zurn,  Fort  Worth. 
Grand  Recorder,  J.  C.  Kidd,  Houston. 
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Vermont — Grand  Commander,  Daniel  Payson,  Windsor. 

Grand  Recorder,  Warren  C.  Reynolds,  Burlington. 

Victoria,  Australia — Grand  Recorder,  Charles  Chapman,  Melbourne. 

Virginia — Grand  Commander,  John  E.  Townee,  Petersburg. 
Grand  Recorder,  James  B.  Blanks,  Petersburg. 

Washington — Grand  Commander,  Frank  P.  Weymouth,  Spokane. 

Grand  Recorder,  Yancey  C.  Blalock,  Walla  Walla. 

West  Virginia — Grand  Commander,  James  A.  Bryan,  Parkersburg. 

Grand  Recorder,  R.  C.  Dunnington,  Fairmount. 

Wisconsin — Grand  Commander,  H.  E.  Reid,  Chippewa  Falls. 
Grand  Recorder,  W.  W.  Perry,  Milwaukee. 

Wyoming — Grand  Commander,  James  M.  Rumsey,  Rawlins. 
Grand  Recorder,  Adrian  J.  Parshall,  Cheyenne. 

Grand  Encampment — Grand  Master,  Henry  B.  Stoddard,  Bryan,  Texas. 

Grand  Recorder,  John  A.  Gerow,  Detroit,  Mich. 


MASONIC  PERIODICALS. 


Shiboleth..... Memphis,  Tenn 

American  Tyler Ann  Arbor,  Mich 

Masonic  Constellation ..St.  Louis,  Mo 

Masonic  Advocate Indianapolis,  Ind 

Square  and  Compass New  Orleans,  La 

Masonic  Tidings Milwaukee,  Wis 

Masonic  Token Portland,  Maine 

Masonic  Voice  and  Review Chicago,  111 

Masonic  Chronicle Columbus,  Ohio 

Tennessee  Mason Nashville,  Tenn 

Masonic  Trowel Little  Rock,  Ark 

Masonic  Standard New  York 

Illinois  Freemason Bloomington,  III 

Trestle  Board San  Francisco,  Cal 

Square  and  Compass Denver,  Col 

Pacific  Mason Seattle,  Wash 

Keystone Philadelphia,  Pa 

Mystic  Tie Klkins,  West  Virginia 

Missouri  Freemason St.  Louis,  Mo 

Freemason Toronto,  Canada 

Australian  Freemason  Melbourne,  Australia 

Masonic  News Peoria,  111 

Masonic  Observer , Minneapolis,  Minn 

Kansas  Freemason Wichita,  Ks 

El  Ideal  Masonico  Sancto  Spiritus.  Cuba 

Masonic  Illustrated 15  (iroat  C^ueen  street,  London,  Eng 
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KKPKE8ENTATION    BY    PHOXY. 

Section  1.  All  the  elective  officers  of  this  Grand  Couiinandery,  all 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Commanders,  Past  Grand 
Generalissimos  and  Pass  Grand  Captains-General,  wlio  are  members  of 
Commanderies  within  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  Commander,  General- 
issimo and  Captain-General  of  each  Commandery,  may  appear  and  vote 
by  proxy  in  the  Grand  Commandery,  said  proxy  being  at  the  time  a 
member  of  the  same  Commandery  as  liis  principal,  and  producing  a 
properly  authenticated  certificate  of  his  appointment. 

GRAND    TKKASUKKR. 

Section  2.  The  Grand  Treasurer  shall  render  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery at  each  annual  Grand  Conclave  a  true  and  perfect  account  of  all 
moneys  received  or  disbursed  by  him,  and  suoh  other  accounts  as  may 
be  required  by  the  Grand  Commander,  from  time  to  time  and  he  shall  only 
pay  out  any  of  the  funds  in  his  hands  upon  the  warrant  of  the  Grand  Re- 
corder, issued  by  order  of  and  countersigned  by  the  Grand  Commander  i 
and  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  Fifty  Dollars  in  full  for  his  services. 

OKANI)    RECOKDKR. 

Section  3.  The  Grand  Recorder  shall  receive  and  collect  all  the 
revenues  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  pay  them  over  to  the  Grand 
Treasurer  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  thirty  days  after  their  receipt  by 
him  ;  he  shall  render  an  account  to  the  Grand  Commanderv  at  each  of 
its  annual  Grand  Conclaves  and  to  the  Grand  Commander  as  often  as  he 
may  require,  of  all  moneys  received  by  him  and  paid  over  by  him  to  the 
Grand  Treasurer,  showing  the  date,  source  and  amount  thereof,  and  he 
shall  likewise  report  all  the  transactions  of  his  office.  And  lor  his  ser- 
vices he  shall  be  paid  an  annual  salary  of  Five  Hundred  Dollars. 

CHARTER    FEE. 

Section  4.  The  fee  for  a  Dispensation  for  a  new  Commandery  shall 
be  One  Hundred  Dollars,  to  be  paid  before  the  Dispensation  issues,  and. 
there  shall  be  no  Charter  fee. 

ANNUAL    DUES. 

Section  5.  There  shall  be  paid  by  each  Commandery  when  its  an- 
nual return  is  sent  in,  for  every  Knight  Templar  created  tlierein  during 
the  preceding  year,  the  sum  of  Five  Dollars,  and  at  the  same  time  for 
every  member  upon  the  roll  of  each  Chartered  Commandery,  on  the  Festi- 
val of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  the  sum  of  One  Dollar. 

FEE    FOR    ORDERS. 

Ffection  6.  No  Commandery  shall  confer  the  Orders  of  Knighthood 
for  a  less  sum  than  Forty  Dollars,  which  must  accompany  the  petition, 
to  be  refunded  to  the  candidate  if  he  shall  be  rejected. 

EXPENSES   OF    MEMBERS. 

Section  7.  The  Grand  Officers,  Members  of  Standing  Committees 
and  the  Eminent  Commander,  or  his  proxy,  of  each  Commandery,  whose 
returns  shall  have  been  made  and  dues  to  the  Grand  Commandery  paid, 
shall  be  reimbursed  for  their  attendance,  to  the  extent  of  their  Hctual 
expenses,  excluding  all  compensation  paid  in  other  Masonic  Grand 
bodies,  meeting  during  the  same  week  and  at  the  same  place. 


Returns  of  Commanderies^ 

For  the  Year   Ending  December  27,  1902, 

Including  Officers  for   1903. 


ABKKDEKN  COMMANDERY,  No.  17.— Aberdeen,  Monroe  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th.  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1903. 

William  Kimmell K.  C,    J.  W.  Eckford,  p.e.c Treasurer 

H.  C.  Hamilton Gen'o.     A.C.Lowe Recorder 

J.  L.  Shell C.  G.     P.  W.  Lusk St.  Bearer 

F.  P.  Jinkins,  p.g.c Prelate.    J.  H.  Murphy Sw.  Bearer 

K.  VV.  Holmes 8.  W.     L.  G.  Nesbit Warder 

W.  H.  Clifton,  P.E.C J.  W.    T.  B.  Holmes C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commanders — W.  G.  Sykes,  W.  B.  Walker,  J.  J.  McDonald. 

Members. — S.  H.  Berg,  J.  A.  Bowen,  J.  M.  Higgason,  W.  S.  Linda- 
wood,  J.  A.  Mayfield,  K.  L.  Sykes,  W.  C.  Sykes,  E.  G.  Smith,  Joe  Ham, 
Kdgar  Wilson,  R.  C.  CacJden,  R.  R.  Love,  C.  T.  Schubert,  Robert  L.  Bar- 
tholamew,  M.  P.  Reed,  L.  A.  Bodine,  G.  S.  Clopton. 

Knighted. — L.  A.  Bodine,  Robert  L.  Bartholamew,  R.  C.  Cadden,  R. 
R.  Love,  M.  P.  Reed,  C.  T.  Schbert. 

Suspended  N.  P.  D.,  Reinstated. — Edgar  Wilson. 

DiMiTTKD. — W.  F.  Thomas,  Willis  Puckett. 

Died. — A.  A.  Posey. 


COAHOMA  COMMANDERY,   No.  22.— Clarksdalb,  Coahoma  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2nd.  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Oeficers  for  1903. 

J.  S.  Brooks E.  C.  J.  H.Johnson Treasurer 

J.  W^.  Cutrer Gen'o.  S.  F.  Carr Recorder 

J.  J.  Brooks C.  G.  J.  N.  D.  Shinkle St.  Bearer 

E  M.  Fant Prelate.  J.  B.  Chism Sw.  Bearer 

E.  C.  McDaniel S.  W.  G.  B.  Butler,  Jr Warder 

J.  T.  Longino J.  W.  W.  E.Dickey C.  of  Guard 

Members. — A.  T.  Butler,  E.  J.  Barker,  M.  E.  Denton,  W.  P.  Moore, 
R.  B.  Hibdon,  F.  L.  Hope,  W.  C.  Weathersby. 

Knighted. — A.  T.   Butler,  E.  J.  Barker,  M.  E.  Denton,  W.  P.  Moore. 

DiMiTTKD  — W.  G.  Jaques.* 

Expelled. — Alexander  McPhee. 


*  Member  Delta  Commandery  borrowed  to  organize. 
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CYRENE  COMMANDERY,  No.  9.— Mkridian,  Laudkudalk  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2n(l.  Thursday  of  eacli  uiontli. 

Office  Ha  for  1903. 

M.  R.  Grant E.  C.  William  S.  Harris Treasurer 

Frank  E.Smith Gen'o.  Robert  E.  Moody,  p.e.c Recorder 

Henry  F.  Broach,  Jr C.  G.  M.  M.  Kline St.  Bearer 

DeB.  Waddell,  p.k.c Prelate.  Charles  W.  Schamber 8w.  Bearer  r 

J.  W.  Hagenieyer S.  W.  P.  A.  Broach Warder 

Sam  M.  Houston J.  W.  A.  J.  Peck .C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commandeks.t— J.  M.  Buchanan,  p.g.c,  G.  Smallshaf,  J.  H. 
Wright,  O.  A.  Harrison,  E.  J.  Martin,  B.  V.  White,  W.  H.  Howard,  John 
L.  Spkins,  J.  H.  Stoltzfua,  Oliver  Lee  McKay,  g.c. 

« 

Members. — Ben  J.  Allen,  F.  W.  Bross,  F.  V.  Brahan,  F.  D.  Bradley, 
E.  S.  Bostick,  T.  A.  Baucum,  Edward  Burckle,  George  A.  Baxter,  E.  E- 
Broach,  C.  Y.  Brandon,  Albert  S.  Bozeman,  S.  B.  Burr,  Jr.,  Adam  M.  Byrd. 
William  D.  Cameron,  J.  W^.  Collins,  C.  C.  Coffee,  F.  H.  Crain,  Ben  J.  Car. 
ter,  N.  M.  Collins,  P.  A.Crook,  W.  S.  Carter,  C.  P.  Chambers,  William  H. 
Duff,  J.  R.  Dowdle,  S.  I.  Downs,  Charles  H.  Dabbs,  Charles  Elmire,  M. 
P.  Feazell,  S.  J.   Ferguson,   C.  D.  Franklenson,  P.  S.Gardner.  L.  D.  God.  • 

frey.  Jr.,  W.  H.  Gallespy,  H.  S.  Greene,  C.  L.  Gray,  J.  C.  Haugh,  T.  B. 
HoUoman,  C.  R.  Hoye,  W.  B.  Harberson,  John  H.  Hams,  R.  P.  Hall,  H. 
W.  Hoye,  George  Hoeftie,  A.  C,  Hulett,  F.  A.  pulett,  George  B.  Harper, 
William  G.  Hayes,  J.  T.  Igleliart,  W.  K.  Jones,  J.  E.  Jones,  W.  N.  Jones, 
J.  S.  Jenkins,  Jno.  Kamper,  E.  B.  Keeling,  A.  A.  Kincannon,  F.  M.  Keen. 
J.  A.  Kelly,  P.  J.  Krause,  Charles  Kramer,  T.  B.  Lamb,  T.  C.  Lyle,  Chas. 
L.  I^wis,  John  K.  Logan,  E.  A.  Ledyard,  C.  C.  Miller,  Irvin  Miller,  C.  W. 
Morgan,  J.  N.  Melton,  P.  L.  Martin,  H.  C.  Majure,  H.  G.  Meyer,  B.  J. 
Morrison,  Josh  F.  Moore,  James  F.  Moore,  W.  Meeds,  E.  M.  Martin,  Jr., 

B.  McC^anahan,  A.  D.  McRaven,  J.  C.  McClinton,  Hucrh  McNeil,  Wil- 
liam McNeill,  J.  M.  McBeath,  J.  W.  McCorkle,  B.  McDade,  A.  G.  Mc- 
Cants,  C.  E.  Newcomer,  D.  A.  Ray,  C.  M.  Rubush,  W.  B.  Rogers,  J.  R. 
Smith,  H.C.Smith,  S.  A.  Scruggs,  J.  H.  Short,  C.  A.  Stovall,  John  L. 
Stutz,  J.  A.  Treadawav,  J.  R.  Tackett,  H.  Thornton,  J.  B.  Watts.  T.  L. 
Wainwright,  M.  W.  Woodburv,  S.  E.  Wilson,  R.  J.  Wright,  D.  IJ.  Wads- 
worth,  W.  A.  Webster,  W.  R.  Weight,  C.  L.  Hutchinson,  W.  E.  Baskin. 

• 

Admittkd.— J.  W.  McCorkle,  O.  L.  McKay, 

Knighted. — E.  E.  Broach,  C.  Y.  Brandon,  Albert  S.  Bozeman,  Adam 
M.  Byrd,  W.  S.  Burr,  Jr.,  P.  A.  Crook,  Wa<le  S.  Carter,  C.  P.  Chambers, 
WMlliam  H.  Duff,  C.  D.  Friinkenson,  Sam  M.  Houston,  William  G.  Hayes, 

C.  L.  Hutcliinson,  J.  S.  Jenkins     ('harles  Kramer,  Jolin  K.  Logan,   E.  A. 
Ledvard,  E.  M.  Martin,  Jr.,  B.  McDade,  Allen  G.  McCants,  John  I^.  Stutz,  ' 
William  R.  Wright. 

Dimittki). — W.  H.  Arinstong,  L.  H.  Iliilse,  H.K.  Neer. 

DiKi).— Joseph  Eaken,  C.  L.  Gaston,  W.  F.  Kennedy,  A.  J.  Russell. 


^/ 
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DEI.TA    COMMANDERY,  No.   16. -Gkkknvillb,    Washington  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2nd.  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officrrs  for  1903. 

E.  N.Thomas E.  C.  J.  B.  Scruggs Treasurer 

C.  n.  West ...Gen'o.  C.  A.  Kinkead Recorder 

William  Cross,  p.g.c C.  G.  S.  C.  Bull,  Jr St.  Bearer 

Robert  Somerville Prelate.  M.  O.  Shivers Sw.  Bearer 

W.  T.  Steger S.  W.  A.  B.  Nance Warder 

E.  L.Grady J.  W.  J.  D.  Duncan C.  of  Guard 

• 

Mkmbeks.— S.  Archer,  W.  C.  Boyd,  C.  N.  Bfell,  J.  H.  Baker,  J.  P.  Bai- 
lev,  A.  K.  Burnett,  W.  S.  Clack,  J.  H.  Casey,  A.  C.  Coxe,  T.  F.  Davis,  S. 
W.  Ferguson,  J.  P.  Finlay,  W.  B.  Faison,  W.'  P.  Gresham,  J.  P.  Green,  J. 
M.  Hutsell,  H.  T.  Ireys,  .Jr.,  W.  G.  Jaques,  J-  G.  Jones,  W.  H.  McClain, 
C.  C.  Moody,  S.  J.  Mulvaney,  J.  C.  Moorhead,  E.  P.  Odeneal,  W.  B.  Rob- 
erts, J.  A.  Richardson,  A.  J.  Rose,  C.  H.  Rock,  A.  G.  Scott,  W.  R.Trigg, 
A.  W.  Oliver. 

Knightkd. — S.  C.  Bull,  Jr.,  A.  C.  Coxe,  S.  J.  Mulvanev.  J.  C.  Moorhead, 
A.  W.  Oliver,  C.  H.  Rock,  M.  O.  Shivers. 

DiMiTTRD. — William  Burr,  R.  M.  Standifer. 

DisPKANCHisBi). — L.  Bratson. 


DeMOLAY  COMMANDERY,  No.  8.— Columbi's,  Ix)wni)ks  Coitnty. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th.  Friday  of  each  month. 

t 
Officers  for  1903. 

C.  L.  Lincoln E.  C.     M.  A.Franklin Treasurer 

B.  A.  Weaver Gen'o.     D.  D.  Richards Recorder 

T.  B.  Franklin C.  G.     R.  S.  Curry St.  Bearer 

H.  M.  Waddell Prelate.     J.  W.  Cooper Sw.  Bearer 

C.  C.  Buder S.  W.     D.  S.  McClanaham Warder 

W.  A.Stepp J.  W.    J.  B.Thames C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commanders.— J.  T.  Harrison,  p.q.c. 

Members. — J.  D.  Askew,  J.  S.  Billups,  George  Y.  Banks,  Willis  Banks, 
C.  E.  Boykin,  N.  L.  Davis,  J.  M.  Easton,  J.  W.  Gardner,  T.  W.  Harris,  R. 
W.  Hutchins,  O.  W.  Mills,  J.  P.  Martin,  J.  R.  Mallory,E.  S.  Moore,  W.  C. 
McCullas,  R.  C.  McClanaham,  II.  Osborne,  W.  D.  Prowell,  N.  J.  Rodgers, 
P.  W.  Maer,  J.  II.  Stephens,  J.  P.  Stansil,  W.  H.  Tavlor,  Walter  Weaver, 
W.  E.  Warring,  G.  B.  Wilmot,  W.  W.  Westmoreland. 

Admitted. — D.  D.  Richards. 

Knighted.— J.  D.  Askew,  R,  S.  Curry,  R.  C.  McClanaham. 
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GREENWOOD  COMMANDERY,  No.  24.— Greknwood,  Leflore  County 

Regular  Conclaves,  2nd.  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Officeks  for  1903. 

E.  R.  McShane,  p.e.c E.  C.    C.  W.  Crockett Treasurer 

R.  S.  McLemore Gen'o.     G.  B.  Stewart Recorder 

D.  M.  McGehee C.  G.     W.S.Barry St.  Bearer 

N.  E.  Whitehead,  p.e.c Prelate.    J.  W.  Greer Sw.  Bearer 

W.  S.  Vardaman S.  W.     W.  H.  Stevens.... Warder 

C.  W.  Crockett J.  W.     H.  G.  Kitchell C.  of  Guard 

Mbmbeks. — C.  Dunn,  Sam  L.  Gwin,  D.  S.  Humphreys,  W.  T.  Johnson, 

E.  E.  Kersh,  Gid  Montjoy,  Jr.,  S.  L.  Rives,  C.  S.  Spencer,  B.T.  Saver,  W. 
S.  Wingfield. 

Knighted. — R.  S.  McLemore. 

DiMiTTED.— T.  W.  Smith,  Walter  Tackett.* 

♦Borrowed  to  organize,  dropped. 


HATTIESBURG  COMMANDERY,  No.  21.— Hattiesburg,  Perry  County 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th.  Monday  night  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1903. 

J.  P.  Carter,  p.e.c E.  C.     W.  A.  Dozier Treasurer 

A.  A.  Montague Gen'o.    J.  W.  Montague Recorder 

W.  M.  Conner C.  G.    J.  G.  Napier St.  Bearer 

S.  E.  Travis Prelate.     D.  M.  Gatlin Sw.  Bearer 

S.  J.  Pettigrew S.  W.     H.  C.  Greer Warder 

W.  R.  McDonald J.  W.     R.  S.  Ellis C.  of  Guard 

Members. — H.  E.  Allen,  T.  M.  Curtis,  S.  E.  Cowan,  O.  W.  Conner,  A. 
E.  Carmichael,  R.  S.  Cottingin,  M.  Dunn,  S.  C.  Eaton,  E.  M.  Ellis,  T.  M. 
Ferguson,  H  H.  Folk,;s.  T.  Garroway,  E.  L.  Gilliam,  Walter  Green,  B.  F. 
Jones,  J.  H.  Kenedy,  A.  C.  Lovell,  John  McDuffy,  J.  M.  Mclnnis,  A.  H. 
McSwain,  H.  M.  McCallum,  T.  E.  Hoss,  C.  L.  Rice,  C.  Z.  Stevens,  E.  W. 
Toomer,  J.  E.  Taylor,  J.  F.  Wilder. 

Knighted. — Walter  Green,  J.  H.  Kenedy. 

Died. — T.  L.  Montague. 


HOLLY  SPRINGS  COMMANDERY,  No.  4.— Holly   Springs,  Marshall 

('OITNTY. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th.  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1903. 

S.  D.  Hamilton E.  C.  R.  A.  McWilliams Treasurer 

J.  G.  Leach Gen'o.  L.  B.  Mosbv,  p.e.c Recorder 

D.  M.  Featherston C.  G.  P.  E.  Irby.' St.  Bearer 

G.  C.  Myers,  p.g.c Prelate.  W.  S.  Hill Sw.  Bearer 

M.  H.  Leach,  p.e.c S.  W.  W.  B.  Bradberry,  p.e.c Warder 

T.  L.  Bennett J.  W.  J.  P.  Alvis C.  of  Guard 
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Membkks.— J.  H.  Alexander,  J.  S.  Brooks,  H.  I).  Campbell,  H.  L.  Dix. 
A.  B.  Graham,  J.  R.  Horton,  B.  T.  KimbrouKli,  B.  L.  Milam,  B.  F.  Pop- 
ham,  J.  W.  Stepheneoii,  J.  L.  Wilson,  T.  P.  Willis. 

Knioutbd. — H.L.  Dix,  D.  M.  Featherston,  A.  B.  Graham,  P.  E.  Irby, 
T.  P.  Willis. 

SusPBNDKD  N.  P.  D.,  Rkinstatkd. — J.  H.  Alexander,  J.  S.  Brooks,  B. 
L.  Milam. 

DiMiTTED. — N.  G.  Augastus,  p.e.c. 

DiSFKANCiiiSED.— J.  P.  Cherry. 


IVANHOE  COMMANDERY,  No.  10.— Okalona,  Chickasaw  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  1st.  and  8rd.  Tliarsday  nights  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1903. 

Wm.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.g.c E.  C.  Thos.  W.  Williams, °  p.e.c... .Treas'r 

Thomas  M.  Walton Gen'o.     Frank  Barkitt,  p.e.c Recorder 

P.  M.  Savery,  °p.g.c C.  G.     R.  M.  Sadler St.  Bearer 

J.  M.  Davis Prelate.    T.  S.  Keeney Sw.  Bearer 

Joe  R.  Price S.  W.     W.  I.  Harrell Warder 

Frank  M.  Elliott J.  W.    T.  R.  Schriinsher C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commanders.— E.  W.  Waller,  John  S.  Cobb,  p.g.c,  Wm.  M.  Bu- 
chanan. 

Members. — G.  W.  Anglin,  J.  L.  Arnold,  B.  S.  Allen,   W.  L.  Burnett, 

C.  W.  Bolton,  W.  A.  Cantv,  N.  Cayce,  R.  W.  Cliandler,  G.  G.  Dillard,  J. 
M.^Dodds,  J.  T.  Davis,  Ward  Dawson,  C.  B.  Evans,  B.  B.  Fitzpatrick,  W. 

D.  Frazee,  J.  T.  Garrett,  W.  H.  Griffin,  James  Gordon,  E.  J.  Hall,  Z.  T. 
Harper,  J.  T.  Harris,  G.  S.  Henderson,  J.  F.  Hodges,  C.  B.  Hood,  H.  R. 
Hodges,  J.  F.  Harrell,  L.  P.  Haley,  J.  G.  Houghton,  C.  S.  Harrill,  A.  W. 
Johnson,  V.  C.  Kincannon,  James  A.  Leech,  B.  McCullough,L.  B.  McCul- 
lough,  W.  C.  Peeler,  L.  S,  Pitts,  J.  Q.  Robbins,  J.  M.  Reed,  G.  L.  Russell, 
W.  J.  Stockett,  Jerry  Scale.  J.  C.  Smith,  G.  W.Stovall,  J.  D  Sansom,  R. 
L.  Thomas,  W.  S.  Thompson,  J.  R.  Williams,  T.  A.  Williams,  T.  H. 
Williams,  W.  X,  Wilson. 

Knighted. — J.  G.  Haughton,  J.  D.  Sansom,  W.  G.  Stovall,  C.  S.  Harrill. 

Died. — James  M..  Trice,  p.e.c. 


Honorary. 


LEXINGTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  3.— Lexington,  Holmes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2nd.  and  4th.  Tuesday  nights  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1903. 

R.  A.  Stigler,  p.e.c E.  C.  P.  A.  Lindholm Treasurer 

W.  P.  Tackett,  p.e.c Gen'o.  J.  L.  Dyson Recorder 

T.  W.  Smith,  p.e.c C.  G.  C.  C.  Pahlen St.  Bearer 

W.  L.  Jordan Prelate.  I.B.Pickens Sw.  Bearer 

J.  H.  McBee S.  W.  Gus  Ixjfstrom Warder 

S.M.Smith J.  W.  E.  W.Jordan C.  of  Guard 


42  RETURNS  OF  COMMANDERIES.  1903 

Past  Commanders.— CasB  Oltenburg. 

Mkmbers. — E.  V.  Ashley,  R.  H.  Baker,  S.  D.  Bailey,  John  Bedford,  R. 
O.  Brown,  J.  T.  Back,  J.  B.  Cunningham,  C.  f^.  Drake,  R.  C.  Elmore,  J.  H. 
Fuqua,  D.  H.  Hobbs,  H.  8.  Hooker,  J.  W.  Jordan,  J.  T.  Jordan,  Mark 
Love.  W.  M.  Meek,  E.  F.  Noel,  B.  C.  Seitzler,  J.  E.  Stanfield,  C.  C.  Swin- 
ney,  J.  H.  Watson,  T.  J.  Wyatt. 

Knighted. — J.  L.  Dyson,  R.  C.  Elmore,  W.  M.  Meek. 


MACON  COMM  ANDERY,  No.  25.~Macon,  Noxubee  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2nd.  and  4th.  Tuesdays  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1903. 

W.  F.  Scales,  p.b.c E.  C.  George  Richardson Treasurer 

H.  H.  Brooks,  Jr., Gen'o.  J.  O.  Faser Recorder 

E.  H.  Hoffeinger C.  G.  L.  C.  Cline iSt.  Bearer 

W.  C.  Grace Prelate.  W.  E.  Stokes Sw.  Bearer 

W.  B.  Pate S.  W.  F.  J.  Wilkins,  Jr., Warder 

W.  F.  Allen J.  W.  G.  W.  Cunningham C.  of  Guard 

Members. — M.  M.  Ervin,  F.  J.  Evans,   J.  W.  Holbrook,  W»  W.  Ham- 
ilton, Elliott  Parker,  J.  H.  Wright,  J.  W.  Wilkins,  G,  T.  Heard. 

Knighted. — Hardin  H.  Brooks,  Jr.,  W.  W.  Hamilton,  George  Rich- 
ardson, John  W.  Wilkins. 


MAGNOLIA  COMMANDERY,  No.  2.— Vicksbukg,  Warren  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  Ist.  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1903. 

Edward  M.  Moore E.  C.  Henry  W.  Bowen Treasurer 

George  B.  Hackett Gen'o.  Alexander  M.  Paxton Recorder 

Charles  G.  Wright C.  G.  James  W.  Mann St.  Bearer 

William  O.  Menger Prelate.  Albert  A.  Arnold Sw.  Bearer 

James  K.  Moore,  p.e.c S.  W.  John  C.  Bryson Warder 

liobert  B.  Chapman J.  W.  John  W.  Parkhorst C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commanders. — Frederic  Speed,  p.g.c,  John  D.  Milee^  James  J. 
Hayes,  p.g.c,  Edward  C.  Carroll,  W.  G.  Kiger. 

Members.— Charles  E.  Armstrong,  James  B.  Anderson,  Emile  Bo- 
nelli,  Ricliard  K.  Boney,  James  H.  Brittan,  Daniel  M.  Chichester,  Samuel 
Childres,  Henry  A.  Compton,  William  Curphey,  Marye  Dabney,  Henry 
P.  Davis,  Charles  H.  Fife,  Conway  C.  Flowerree,  John  Bryan  Foster,  Ben, 
W.  Griffith,  Charles  E.  Gore,  George  C.  Harris,  Patrick  Henry,  Andrew 
J.  Hood,  Spencer  S.  Hudson,  Albert  L.  Jaquith,  George  M.  Klein,  Wil- 
liam B.  Klein,  William  W.  Lord,  James  J.  Lum,  William  J.  McKee,  Ches- 
ter R.  McFarland,  Andrew  J.  McCallum,  William  A.  Montgomery,  Wil- 
liam Murray,  Charles  Pare,  Miller  R.  Payne,  John  C.  Pritchett,  Albert  G. 
Russell,  William  Robb,  Murray  F.  Smith,  William  J.  Smith,  John  D. 
Smith,  JohnT.  Wells,  James  C.  White,  John  B.White,  Albert  L.  Wil- 
liams, James  H.  Woodruff. 

Admitted. — John  B.  White. 

Knighted. — J.  Bryan  Foster,  William  A.  Montgomery.  Andrew  J. 
McCallum. 

Died.— John  W.  Powell,  p.e.c,  Albert  G.  Cassell, 
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MARYSAVKRY  COMMANOERY,  No.  14.— Corinth,  Alcorn  County. 

Regular  Conclavee,  4th.  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1903. 

Charles  M.  Taylor E.  C.     James  W.  Zachary Treasurer 

Wain  W.  Fit«j<erald Gen*o.     George  H.  Beeiner Recorder 

John  II.  Collier C.  O.    James  R.  P.  Cameron St.  Bearer 

James  P.  Collier,  P.E.c Prelate.     Roy  L.   Young Sw.  Bearer 

Russell  M.  Weaver S.  W.    Thos.  W.  Cogdell Warder 

Eieazer  P.  Simmons J.  W.    Clarence  W.  McCord C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commandkr. — Traverse  A.  Read. 

Membrrs. — Robert  T.  Adams,  Morris  B.  Abbey,  Henry  E.  Blakeslee, 
Austin  Crouch,  Shelby  H.  Curlee,  James  W.  Dickey,  J.  B.  Davis,  George 
F.  Ferris,  Jacob  W.  Giddens,  James  R.  Huff,  Mark  Kershaw,  Phil  H. 
Kilpatrick,  William  J.  Lamb,  John  W.  McAnulty,  Richard  E.  Niabet,  S. 
B.  Meyer,  Levi  M.  Phillips,  M.  D.  Ross,  H.  S.  Spraggins,  Ed.  W.  Walton, 
Ernest  F.  Waits,  Homer  E.  Walker,  Herbert  N.  Young. 


Knighted. — Robert  T.  Adams,  Thomas  W.  Cogdell,   Austin  Crouch, 
Shelby  H.  Curlee,  Phil  H.  Kilpatrick,  S.  B.  Meyer,  Eieazer  P.  Simmons, 

11  TX^  ¥T_1_  X.     "XT       XT 


MISSISSIPPI  (;()MMANDERY,  No  1.-JackroN,  Hindh  Coitnty. 

Regular  Conclaves,  3rd.  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1903. 

W.  W.  Lake E.  C.     Nolan  Stewart,  p.e  c Treasurer 

W.  F.  VVilcox Gen'o.     W.  J.  Brown,  Jr.,  p.e.c Recorder 

J.  A.  Webb,  p.e.c C.  G.     J.  J.  Payne St.  Bearer 

H.  L.  Whitfield Prelate.     Wirt  Adams Sw.  Bearer 

I).  K.  Addkison,  p.e.c S.  W.     A.  P.  Lusk Warder 

Kdward  B.  Lewis J.  W.     George  F.  Swann C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commandkrs. — George  Lemon,  A.  G.  Lewis,  J.  A.  B.  Jones,  p.«.c  . 
W.  B.  Taylor,  R.  H.  Henry,  d.o.c,  J.  J.  WMiite,  J.  W.  Power,  M.  White- 
head. 

Members. — L.  H.  Appelgate,  J.  T.  R.  Berry,  A.  J.  Chapman,  W.  J. 
Ferguson,  Richard  Griffith,  George  T.  Gracey,  Thomas  B.  Graham.  J.  M. 
Hartfield,  J.  J.  Harlson,  W.  S.  Pittman,  A.  B.  Quinn,  J.  F.  Robinson,  J.  M. 
Stingley,  C.  I).  Smith,  E.  B.  Tabor,  G.  V.  Toms. 

Admitted. — A.  P.  Lusk. 

KNKiHTED. — Wirt  Adams,  Thomas  B.  Graham,  J.  J.  Haralson,  Edwanl 
B.  Lewis,  J.  J.  Payne,  C.  D.  Smith. 

Died — Robert  Bradley,  H.  M.  Taylor. 

DisFRANCHiSKD.— R.  F.  McGill,  H.  E.  A.  Bourgeois,  W.  W.  Morrison, 
R.  V.  Rachford. 
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ROSALIK  COMMANDERY,  No.  5.— Natchkz,  Adams  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  4th.  Tuesday  of  each  month  from  November  to  May. 

Officers  for  1903. 

William  C.  Hathcox E.  C.  George  W.  Koontz Treasurer 

Walter  Rutherford i....Gen*o.  Charles  F.  Merrick Recorder 

Etimund  Sadler C.  G.  William  B.  Irwin, p.k.c... St.  Bearer 

E.  George  DeLap,  p.g.c Prelate.  W.  Calvin  Brown Sw.  Hearer 

Tiios  J.  Murden s.  W.  William  L.  Wells Warder 

William  A.  Jewell J.  W.  Charles  M.  Sawyer C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commandbks. — William  G.  Benbrook,  p.g.c,  Charles  T.  Cham- 
berlain, Gus  J.  Bahin,  Frank  S.  Shaw,  J.  Foggo  Dixon,  Melchoir  Beltz- 
hoover,  James  C.  French,  p.g.c. 

Mkmbbrs. — Samuel  D.  Baker,  Louis  A.  Benoist,  J.  Oscar  Bailey,  Geo. 
M.  M.  Brown,  James  A.  Clinton,  Lemuel  P.  Conner,  John  A.  Dicks, 
William  C.  Dobyns.  L.  C.  DuCote,  James  E.  Fleming,  Edmund  B.  Geddes, 
Samuel  P.  Hornsby,  William  J.  Kaiser,  Rufus  F.  Learned,  Walter  H" 
Lynch,  Louis  R.  Martin,  Stephen  D.  McNair,  Seaborn  McDowell,  T. 
Quitman  Munce,  R.  Lee  Parker,  Hugh  Steadman, William  Stieten roth,  Jeff 
Truly,  Henry  C.  Turley,  Ben  S.  Watkins. 

Knighted. — Walter  H.  Lynch,  W.  Calvin  Brown. 

DiMiTTBi). — George  B.  Power. 

DiKi). — James  S.  Gay  nor. 

DisFRANCiiisKi). — T.  Jeff  Adams,  P.  J.  McCormick. 


St.  CYR  COMMANDERY,  No.  6.— Watkr  Valley,  Yalobusha  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2nd.  Thursday  in  each  month. 

Officers  for  1903. 

(t.  D.  Brown,  p.E.c E.  C.  R.  C.  Leland Treasurer 

A.  Kennedy Gen*o.  C.  E.  Romberger,  p.e.c Recorder 

8.  B.  Brown,  P-B.c C.  G.  Joel  Crooms,  p.e.c St.  Bearer 

O.  H.  Haws Prelate.  L.  W.  Dekel Sw.  Bearer 

J.  H.  Wagner S.  W.  G.  J.  Robertson Warder 

R.  W.  Heliums J.  W.  J.  K.  Fulson,  p.g.c C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commanders. — H.  M.  Romberger,  p.g.c,  W.  H.  Price. 

Mkmbbks. — W.  H.  Askew,  W.  J.  Aldredge,  J.  V.  Blackmer,  W.  C. 
Blount,  T.  J.  Binford,  D.  L.  Boon,  A.  H.  Bays,  C.  H.  Campbell,  E.  F. 
Crisp,  R.  K.  Cathev,  S.  R.  Cain,  Paul  Clanton,  W.  S.  Cook,  J.  E.  DeLoach, 
F.  B.  DeShon,  E.  Dunston,  J.  E.  Daniels,  H.  A.  English,  B.  B.  Ford,  H. 
Gibbon,  A.  C.  Green,  A.  P.  Guntharp,  D.  A.  Hallowell,  J.  D.  Haile,  J.  s. 
Hudson,  William  James,  M.  W.  Jackson,  J.  S.  Kettle,  J.  L.  Kirby,  J.  M. 
Leverette,  J.  W.  Lee,  A.  W.  McDonald,  John  R.  Moore,  A.C.  Martin,  F. 
E.  Mills,  M.  A.  Montgomery,  F.  M.  McCarthy,  M.  J.  Peters,  J.  B.  Rogers, 
W.  R.  Rulfin,  J.  N.  Rose,  J.  E.  Rovira,  C.  T.  Robinson,  B.  R.  Scott,  A.  T. 
Smith,  W.  F.  Shoffner,  F.  H.  Smith,  T.  U.  Sisson,  J.  L.  Sisk,  B.  A.  Tabert, 

B.  F.  Tliomas,  J.  B.  Talbert,  W.  B.  Vankirk,  D.  R.  Wagner,  F.  W. 
Weatherlv,  W.  C.  Winter,  John  Wright,  Edwin  Wright,  W.  O.  Wood, 
T.  H.  Wilson,  D.  D.  Wilkins,  William  Ward,  Homer  Weir. 
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Admitted. — D.  R.  Wagner,  Edwin  Wright. 

Knigiitkd. — C.  T.  Robinson. 

SusPENDKD  N.  P.  D.,  Reinstated. — B.  F.  Markette. 

DiMiTTKD. — James  T.  Goodwin,  B.  F.  Markette. 

Died. — R.  N.  Owens,  Frank  T.  Trainor. 

Disfranchised. — H.  W.  Latimer.  • 


St.  ELMO  COMMANDERY,  No.  18.— Brookiiaven,  Lincoln  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2nd.  Friday  in  each  month. 

Officers  fok  1903. 

John  E.  Seavey,  p.e.c E.  C.     Harry  A.  Tibbs Treasurer 

W.  F.  Parsons Gen*o.     Josiah  B.  Daughtry Recorder 

J.  M.  Woods C.  G.     H.  A.  Addison St.  Bearer 

W.  H.  Seavey Prelate.     I.  L.  Parsons Sw.  Bearer 

CharleP  E.  Grafton S.  W.     H.  C.  Applewhite Warder 

F.  H.  Fellows J.  W.     Z.  P,  Jones C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commandkrs. — G.  C.  Hoskius,  E.  McCormick,  John  M.  Maynor. 

Members. — C.  E.  Battey,  L.  O.  Bridewell,  Jacob  W.  Boone,  G.  D.  Bal- 
lard, I.  V.  Bowman,  D.  J.  Batchelder,  R.  J.  Boone,  Samuel  Byrd,  L.  H. 
Baggett,  S.  T.  Bvrd,  J.  D.  Call,  K.N.  Cunningham,  Charles  L.  Carroll, 
Charles  Dunbar,'  Z.  I).  Davis,  W.  E.  Doggett,  E.  H.  Easterling,  D.  D.  Ew- 
ing,  J.  W.  Elliott,  D.  L.  Easterling,  Nick  Greener,  Will  Gleason,  Charles 
Heuck,  S.  W.  Hoskins,  W.  H.  Jackson,  F.  M.  Lee,  G.  G.  Lyell,  F.  C. 
Leng,  A.  E.  Moreton,  W.  L.  McConnico,  W.  C.  McCormick,  J.  Arch  Mc- 
Cormick, Hugh  McColgan,  E.  M.  Mason,  H.  F.  Mulliken,  Felix  Mav,  El- 
liot H.  Magee,  L.  W.  McDaniel,  W.  E,  Montgomery,  M.  L.  Ryals,  W.  W. 
Robertson,  Will  O.  Rea,  R.  B.  Stamps,  Sam  Wilkinson,  Hurlburt  Winborn, 
T.  O.  Watkins,  V.  B.  Watts,  Jr.,  Ben  A.  Williams,  E.  H.  Wentworth. 

Knighted.— Samuel  Byrd,  L.  H.  Baggett,  Stanly  T.  Byrd,  W.  E.  Dog- 
gett, Will  Gleason,  W.  H.  Jackson.  G.  G.  Lyell,  F.  C.  Leng,  W.  E.  Mont- 
gomery, Will  O.  Hea,  R.  15.  Stamps,  E.  H.  Wentworth,  J.  M.  Wood. 

Died. — C.  M.  Waterman. 

Disfranchised. — J.  A.  Hudgins,  Henry  Maynor,  G.  G.  Shackelford, 
W.  R.  Simmons. 


THE  COAST  COMMANDERY,  No.  10.— Biloxi,  Harrison  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  3rd.  Thursday  in  each  month. 

Officers  for  1903. 

J.  C.  Bradford ..E.  C.    T.  P.  Dulion Treasurer 

J.  J.  Lemon Gen'o.     H.  J.  Meant Recorder 

T.J.  Rosell C.  G.     J.  W.  Swetman St.  Bearer 

T.  W.  Grayson i  Prelate.     C.  W.^Wachenfeld  Sw.  Bearer 

L.  R.  Bowen S.  W.     W.  K.  M.  Dukate Warder 

H.  T.  Howard,  p.g.c J.  W.     R.  B.  Harrison C.  of  Guard 


1 
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Mrmbkrs. — E,  F^.  Clement,  J.  H.  Gleason,  W.  T.  Bolton,  John  Carra- 
wav,  E.  L.  Doyle,  W.  Gorenflo,  J.  B.  Garrard,  N.  C.  Hill,  Xj.  Lopez,  C.  D. 
Lancaster,  E.  W.  Morrill,  J.  H.  Neville,  C.  Phelps,  W.  A.  White,  T.  H. 
Warren. 


WRST  POINT  COMMANDERY,  No.  20.— West  Point,  Clay  Cointy. 
Regular  Conclaves,  Ist.  Monday  night  in  each  month. 

Offickks  for  1903. 

R.  R.  Ellis E.  0.     J.  R.  Brinker Treasurer 

H.  C.  Barksdale Gen'o.     Ed  Joiner Recorder 

H.  A.  Dugan C.  G.     William  Johnson St.  Bearer 

A.  N.  Eshman Prelate.     W.  L.  West Sw.  Bearer 

H.  L.  Joiner S.  W.     C.  S.  Joiner Warder 

A.  Dugan J.  W.     B.  Y.  Rhodes C.  of  Guard 

Members. — A.  M.  Augustine,  O.  C.  Brothers,  Jr.,  W.  L.  Barham,  F.  A. 
Critz,  J.  R.  Campbell,  M.  W.  Chapman,  H.  C.  Campbell,  T.  C  P^xum,  Jr., 
J.  A.  Evans,  A.  F.  Fox,  F.  G.  Hawkins,  J.  W.  Heard,  J.  C.  Hurlbert,  H.  A. 
Lirburtrer,  R.  McCreath,  J.  S.  Moore,  F.  H.  Powers,  J^.  M.  Roane,  S.  E.  F. 
Rose,  B.  W.  Stewart,  J.  J.  Stevens,  J.  H.  Smith.  J.  H.  Turbeville,  R.  M. 
Trotter,  R.  D.  Weir. 

Knighted. — A.  M.  Augustin,  H.  C.  Campbell,  F.  H.  Powers,  J.  H. 
Smith. 

SusPENDKD  N.  P.  D.,  Reinstated. — H.  L.  Joiner. 

DiMiTTED. — C.  W.  Gibson,  J.  W.  Gibson,  V.  S.  Hurlbert.  H.  A.JHayse, 
J.  E.  Joiinson,  J.  W.  Keyes,  W.  R.  Dillard,  L.  P.  Leland. 

Died. — R.  C.  Gibson. 

DisFRANCHisKi). — J.  E.  Blythe,  C.  L.  Foster,  W.  S.  Rhyne. 


YAZOO  (COMMANDERY,  No.  23.— Yazoo  City,  Yazoo  (^htnty. 

Regular  Conclaves,  3d.  Tuesday  in  each  month. 

Officers  for  1903. 

P.  Burrufi  Powell E,  C.     Clifton  Livingston Treasurer 

A.  Boling  Kelly Gen'o.     Samuel  S.  Shipp Recorder 

J.  Cliff  Hollingsworth C.  G.     James  vS.  Perrin St.  Bearer 

Lee  Boyd Prelate.     W.  G.  Deles Sw.  Bearer 

M.  Leith  Stiller,  p.e.g S.  \W     Robert  Torrev Warder 

Frank  H.  Blundell J.  W.     Brad  K.  Bell.' C.  of  Guard 

Members — John  A.  Cri8ler,  Horton  Frizzell,  Allen  M.  Hicks,  John  S. 
Hord,  William  B.  Lewis,  William  D.  Pugh,  John  Siiarp  Williams. 

Died. — Alex.  Holmes. 
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REPOR.T   ON 


FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE, 


To  The   Grand   Command kky    of   Misui88iffi: 

HAT  follows  is  the  report  of  your  Committee  on  Correspon- 
dence, for  the  current  term.     We  suggest  that  you  can  only 

t  Itfi^T  determine  its  excellence  as  a  literary  production  and  its 
value  as  a  mine  of  Templar  lore,  jurisprudence,  courtesy  and  good 
English,  by  reading  it!!  It  is  barely  possible  that  some  of  you  would 
be  wiser  than  you  now  are  if  you  should  adopt  the  above  suggestion,  but 
it  is  not  likely  that  your  knowledge  box  will  be  overloaded  if  you  should 
read  a  thousand  ordinary  books  and  one  of  these  reports.  There  are 
lots  of  good  things  in  this  report,  some  of  them  the  offspring  of  the  gray 
matter  of  others,  many  of  them  the  product  of  the  giant  mind  of  your 
committee  and  it  will  pay  you  to  read  the  whole  paper.  Suppose  you 
trv  it! 

Witli  theue  remarks  we  submit  the  list  of  the  jurisdictions  received, 
and  reviewed  by  ue,  which  follows: 

Alabama 1902  Missouri 1902 

Arizona 1901  Montana 1901 

Arkansas 1902  Nebraska 1902 

California 1902  New  Hampshire 1901  and  1902 

Canada 1902  New  Jersev 1902 

Connecticut 1902  New  Mexico 1901 

District  of  Columbia 1902  New  York 1902 

Bn^land  and  Wales 1902  North  Carolina 1902 

Florida 1902  North  Dakota 1902 

Georgia UK) I  and  1902  Ohio 1902 

Indiana 1902  Oklahoma 1902 

Indian  Territory 1902  Oregon 1902 

Illinois 1902  Pennsylvania 1902 

Iowa 1902  South  Dakota 1902 

Kansas 1902  Tennessee 1902 

Kentuckv 1902  Texas 1902 

Louisiana 1902  Virginia 1901 

Maine 1902  Washington 1902 

Maryland 1901  West  Virginia 1902 

Massachusetts  &  Rhode  Island. .1902  Wisconsin 1902 

Michigan 1902  Wyoming 1902 

Minnesota 1902 
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ALABAMA— 1902. 


The  Forty-second  Annual  was  held  at  Mobile,  May  14th.  Present: 
R.'.  E/.  Sir  Robt.  Moulthorp,  Grand  Comnaander;  E.'.  Sir  Geo.  A.  Beau- 
champ,  Grand  Recorder;  eight  Past  Grand  Commanders,  eighteen  Grand 
Representatives,  and  delegates  from  seven  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  is  one  of  the  correspondence  sort,  that  is,  instead  of 
giving  the  gist  of  it,  he  copies  it  in  full,  which  is  a  pernicious  habit!  He 
reports  the  Order  as  being  in  a  growing  condition.  We  copy  his  second 
**  Recommendation  " : 

That  this  Grand  Commandery  instruct  the  Subordinate  Comman- 
dery  entertaining  at  our  Annual  Conclaves,  to  discontinue  the  use  of  in- 
temperate drinks,  which  are  growing  so  popular  as  an  adjunct  to  the 
ante-room  luncheon.  We  appreciate  fully  the  kindly  intentions  of  the 
Entertaining  Committee  acting  on  these  occasions ;  their  labor  is  truly 
commendable;  through  their  efforts  much  pleasure  is  added  to  our 
annual  meetings ;  but  we  come  together  as  representatives  of  a  Christian 
Order,  and  it  is  possible  for  this  indulgence  to  cause  some  one  to  forget 
that  crowning  principle — Temperance. 

Which  shows  an  uncanny  state  of  affairs  over  there.  We  never 
heard  of  tanglefoot  or  forty-rod-red-eye  being  served  to  Templars  at 
luncheon  arfd  do  hope  the  practice  will  not  invade  our  bailiwick.  We 
hope  the  Alabama  ladies  do  not  provide  this  sort  of  "  refreshments ''  on 
these  occasions. 

Tlie  proceedings  were  devoid  of  special  interest  to  outsiders.  Treas- 
ury balance  $797.00.    Total  membership  510,  a  gain  of  48. 

Our  good  brother  Moore  submitted  a  very  brief  report  on  correspon- 
dence. It  is  first-class,  what  there  is  of  it,  as  his  papers  always  are. 
Brother  Moore  devotes  two  and  a  half  pages  to  Mississippi  for  1901,  and 
all  this  made  up  of  clippings  from  Brother  Jones'  address  and  our  report, 
which  he  honors  us  by  saying  is  always  interesting.  He  approves 
Brother  Jones'  ideas  as  to  succession  in  office. 

We  excerpt  his  conclusion  : 

There  are  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand 
Knights  Templars  in  these  United  States. 

What  a  wonderous  power  would  this  host  of  good  men  exert  for  the 
betterment  of  liumanity  if  their  efforts  were  only  concentrated  for  even 
a  little  time  on  some  object  which  is  worthy  of  them. 

Education  and  charity  should  be  our  rallying  cry.  Not  alone  the 
education  of  the  schools,  but  that  which  teaches  Masonic  truth  and 
Masonic  work;  not  alone  the  charity  which  ^ives  alms  to  poor  and 
weary  pilgrims  traveling  from  afar,  but  that  which  forgiveth  and  is  kind. 

We  thank  our  friends  and  fraters  for  all  their  kindness  to  us.  The 
"Guild"  is  a  noble  body  of  men,  and  when  year  by  year  they  have 
dropped  out  of  Templar  ranks  to  cross  the  Styx  their  works  do  follow 
them. 
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Re  111  em  be  rill);  and  reiterating  the  words  of  one  of  America's  greatest 
men,  *'  with  cfjariiy  for  all,  with  malice  to  none,"  we  close  this  imperfect 
report. 

R.'.  K.'.  iSir  (leo.  K.  Wlierlock  is  (.irand  Commander;  E.".  Sir  (ileo. 
A.  Keauchamp,  <Trand  Recorder;  H.'.  I'*..  Sir  Geo.  K.  Moore,  Correspon- 
dent. 


ARKANSAS— 1902. 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  was  held  at  Little  Rock,  April  15th.  R.*.  E.'. 
Sir  Edgar  A.  McGulloch,  Grand  Commander;  £.*.  Sir  Fay  Hempstead, 
Grand  Recorder;  two  of  the  Grand  Officers  were  absent.  There  were 
present  six  past  Grand  Commanders,  several  other  Past  Grand  Officers, 
sixteen  Grand  Representatives  and  Representatives  from  nine  out  of 
eleven  Subordinate  Commanderies.  The  address  of  the  Grand  Comman- 
der is  a  well  written  account  of  his  stewardship,  but  is  barren  of  matters 
of  general  interest. 

He  granted  eight  dispensations  to  rush  the  ballot  and  then  renews  a 
suggestion,  made  by  him  one  year  before,  that  that  sort  of  thing  ought 
to  be  stopped  !  Why — in  the  name  of  wonder — did  he  not  practice  as 
well  as  preach  ? 

He  reports  the  Order  in  good  shape. 

Proceedings  of  local  interest.  It  cost  tlie  Grand  Body  $303.2<)  to  at- 
tend the  triennial,  which  was  quite  cheap. 

Grand  Recorder  reported  receipts  of  $917.00  and  expenditures  of 
f959.00,  which  is  a  "  surplus  "  on  the  wrong  side.  Total  membership  571 , 
a  gain  of  32.     No  report  on  correspondence. 

R.".  E.*.  Sir  Frank  Hill,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  as  before. 


ARIZONA— 1901. 

The  Ninth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Prescott,  November  13th. 
Sir  Fred.  G.  Brecht,  Grand  Commander,  presiding;  Sir  Geo.  J.  Roskruge, 
Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  Grand  Officers,  except  the  two  Wardens,  were 
present,  also  six  Past  Grand  Commanders,  a  number  of  Past  Command- 
ers and  Representatives  trom  their  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  is  a  simple  epitome  of  the  events  of  an  easy  going  admin- 
istration and  is  devoid  of  general  interest. 

He  allowed  one  of  his  Subordinates  to  act  as  escort  to  President 
McKinley  when  he  visited  them  last  year,  which  was  perfectly  right  and 
the  correct  thing  to  do.  Our  country  never  had  a  President  so  entirely 
lovable  and  so  universally  loved  as  was  William  McKinley. 
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Proceedings  were  entirely  routine.  Grand  Recorder  reported  col- 
lections of  1318.00.  A  total  membership  of  194,  a  gain  of  3,  which  is  bet- 
ter than  a  loss. 

Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash  balance  in  hand  of  $767.68. 

COBRESPONDBNCK. 

Covers  82  pages  and  is  the  work  of  the  Chesterfield  of  the  Mutuals— 
who  doesn't  know  the  difference  between  billinsgate  and  buncomb,  who 
would  call  a  bull  a  male  cow  and  a  dude  a  gentleman. 

He  has  this  to  say  in  his  review  of  Mississippi  1901 : 

Grand  Commander  Jones  devotes  the  longest  paragraph  in  his  An- 
nual Address  to  a  fulmination,  of  peculiar. construction,  against  the  rit- 
ual distributed  by  the  Grand  Encampment.  His  long  tirade  is  a  queer 
mixture  of  history,  ritual  prodigy,  calamity  and  prophesy,  and  is  a  sort 
of  left-handed  attack,  since  he  does  not  plainly  state  his  position,  but 
leaves  it  to  inference.  And  notwithstanding  he  berates  tliat  ritual,  he 
throws  in  ten  quotations  from  it  to  help  construct  his  address. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  Grand  Commander  Jones'  language  is 
about  as  plain  as  that  of  most  people  and  that  people  of  ordinary  intel- 
ligence would  see  no  need  of  interpretation  by  inference. 

He  pays  his  respects  to  **  Our  Fred's"  Law  Report  quite  liberally, 
but  we  will  only  copy  a  part : 

Considerable  space  is  taken  up  by  the  reports  of  the  Committee  on 
Templar  Law.  We  have  heretofore  held  Past  Grand  Commander  Speed, 
the  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  in  very  high  esteem  as  an  expounder 
of  the  law,  but  he  has  made  such  elaborate  reports  this  time  and  has  evi- 
dently used  such  shallow  reasoning  that  we  are  rudely  shocked.  He  has 
taken  two  pages  to  report  upon  the  question  ''as  to  when  a  Comman- 
dery  can  suspend  a  member  for  the  non-payment  of  dues  and  what  is  the 
process."  Ue  divides  the  subject  under  four  heads,  saying  that  those 
four  extracts  from  the  Constitution  and  Statutes  are  the  only  ones  appli- 
cable. 

Further  along  these : 

The  next  question  which  the  committee  considers  is  as  to  Title  41 
of  the  Statutes.  To  our  amazement,  the  committee  debate  this  article 
as  though  it  treated  of  the  mentcU  qualifications  of  the  candidate.  We 
have  never  thought  of  it  as  applying  to  otlier  than  the  physical  qualifi- 
cations. Bro.  Speed  pretends  that  tliis  section  refers  to  an  examination 
of  proficiency  in  the  preceding  degrees  similar  to  what  is  demanded  at 
different  stages  in  Lodge  and  Chapter,  and  even  goes  so  far  as  to  inject 
the  words  of  "  preceding  degrees  "  after  the  word  "ceremonies  "  in  his 
**  Synopsis  of  Templar  Law  "  to  make  it  fit  his  contention. 

The  third  bit  of  profound  wisdom  that  this  committee  has  given,  is 
that  Sec.  1,  Title  IX,  which  says:  **  When  a  Knight  Templar  is  buried 
by  his  Commandery,  the  burial  ceremony  approved  by  the  Grand  En- 
campment in  185^  must  be  observed,  means  that  it  must  be  gone 
through  with  from  beginning  to  end,  regardless  of  the  weather  or  any 
other  conditions  which  might  make  it  desirable  to  shorten  it.  A  very 
unreasonable  inference.    We  can  imagine  some  Sir  Knight  to  be  so  great 
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a  stickler  for  law  and  form  that  he  would  stand  out  in  a  drenching  storm, 
awaiting  the  recovery  of  a  lost  page  of  the  ritual,  because  he  believes,  as 
Bro.  Speed  puts  it,  he  must  remain  '*  regardless  of  the  weather  or  any 
other  condition^*  but  we  do  not  believe  there  are  many  such  in  our  ranks, 
or  anywhere  outside  of  the  retaining  walls  of  an  insane  asylum. 

We  trust  that  '*  Fred  '*  will  now  retire  afid  not  again  attempt  to 
"  read  and  expound  the  law."     He  evidently  lacks  capacity. 

He  then  takes  this  Committee  in  hand  with  the  following  result : 
We  quote  the  next  to  the  last  paragraph  of  the  conclusion : — 

We  beg  our  brethren  of  the  Guild  to  believe  that  we  have  written 
nothing  in  this  report  that  had  malice  for  its  inspiration  or  unkindness 
for  its  basis. 

Why  does  he  ask  that  we  believe  any  such  thing?  Simply  because 
he  is  conscious  that  some  of  his  language  needs  an  apology,  and  it  dojes. 

It  should  be  remembered  by  all  participating  in  this  Fraternal  Cor- 
respondence that  we  are  gentlemen,  commenting  upon  the  phases  and 
varieties  of  an  association  of  Christian  gentlemen,  and  not  writing  arti- 
cles for  *'  yellow  journals  "  or  police  '*  Gazettes."  No  one  of  us  has  a 
license  to  be  "  unreasonably  intolerant"  and  make  use  of  "  intemperate 
utterances  and  fulminations"  such  as  Bro.  De  Lap  admitted  that  he  had 
made  last  year,  and  which  he  has  repeated  in  this  paper,  and  now  begs 
us  to  believe  are  of  an  innocent  character. 

The  apology  of  last  year  and  the  request  made  this  year  show  that 
Bro.  De  Lap's  conscience  is  pricked,  and  it  should  be.  His  ability  to 
make  a  caustic,  spirited  and  curious  review  is  peerless.  He  has  a  keen 
sense  of  the  ridiculous,  a  facility  of  expression  and  a  freshness  of  imagi- 
nation that  is  par  excellence.  What  we  'criticise  in  him  is  his  lack  of  ap- 
preciation of  his  audience  and  the  proprieties  of  the  occasion.  We,  of 
the  Mutuals,  incline  to  the  Chesterfieldian  rather  than  to  the  Billings- 
gate style.  We  have  too  high  an  appreciation  of  our  cause  to  silently 
witness  its  degredation,  and  earnestly  protest  against  the  introduction 
of  anything  which  soils  the  otherwise  dignified  character  of  our  State 
papers,  keeping  in  mind  Roscommon's  oft-quoted  couplet : — 

''  Immodest  words  admit  of  no  defense. 
For  want  of  decency  is  want  of  sense." 

Our  distinguished  egotist  is  entirely  mistaken  if  he  supposes,  for  a 
moment,  that  we  have  made  an  apology  to  him  or  any  one  else  for  what 
we  have  written  in  these  reports,  certainly  not  to  a  Dude.  We  would  say 
more,  but  the  game  is  not  worth  the  powder.  He  was  elected  Grand 
Commander.  This  may  kill  him,  or  cure  him  of  being  a  conceited  ass, 
Vale-Belden ! 

Chas.  D.  Belden,  Grand  Commander ;  George  J.  Roskruge,  Grand 
Recorder. 


CONNECTICUT— 1902. 

The  75th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Norwich,  March  18th.  R.'. 
E.'.  Albert  S.  Com^tock,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  The  attendance 
was  very  full.  The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  business  paper,  and 
in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  **  the  land  of  steady  habits."  He  states, 
with  a  gravity  commensurate  with  the  vast  importance  of  the  issues 
involved,  that  be  granted  permission  to  the  Templars  of  New  Hampshire 
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and  Massachusetts  to  *' enter  and  pass  through  this  juridi(!tion  in  full 
Templar  uniform,"  both  going  to  and  returning  from  the  Grant  Encamp- 
ment !  We  are  glad  he  did  so,  because  it  would  have  been  hard  on  those 
brethren  had  tliey  been  compelled  to  go  around  Connecticut  instead  of 
cutting  across!  He  also  allowed  a  visiting  Commandery  to  '*  enter  and 
pass  through  "  on  a  "  pilgrimage  "  to  Buffalo  !  We  should  always  try  to 
be  courteous  and  chivalric,  but  these  specially  Templar  virtues  shouh) 
not  be  exercised  to  the  peril  of  the  inhabitants,  as  a  whole.  Not  that 
the  average  Templar,  "  in  full  Templar  uniform,"  is  likely  to  *'cut,  slash, 
kill  and  slay,"  but  it  is  better  not  to  take  everything  for  granted  along 
here. 

He  says  this  foolishness  *'  seems  in  some  way  to  have  become  an 
established  custom,"  mores  the  pity  and  adds ;  I,  at  the  same  time,  can- 
not but  think  it  a  needless  formality,  etc."  In  our  opinion  it  is  not 
only  a  needless  but  a  senseless  and  ahiiurd  fad.  He  made  but  one  deci- 
sion, viz :  that  dues  do  not  accrue  during  suspension.    Correct. 

He  issued  quite  a  lot  of  dispensations,  but  all  for  proper  purposes. 
The  address,  while  it  is  an  elegant  paper,  is  quite  devoid  of  interest  out- 
side of  his  own  bailiwick.  An  excellent  portrait  of  the  Grand  Com  mander 
makes  an  admirable  frontispiece  to  the  pamphlet.  A  good  head  and  a 
pleasant  face.  Although  that  great  Masonic  luminary — our  Fred — says 
that  the  financial  condition  of  the  different  Grand  Bodies  is  not  a  mat- 
ter of  general  interest,  and  should  be  left  out  of  correspondence  reports. 
I  shall  continue  to  talk  about  it  just  the  same,  as  there  is  no  better  in- 
dex to  the  amount  of  interest  that  is  felt  in  the  Order  itself,  by  its  mem- 
bers, than  is  this  same  question  of  money. 

With  the  above  preface,  I  proceed  to  note  that  the  Treasury  of  our 
wooden-nutmeg  brethren  is  not  plethoric,  as  they  commenced  the  year 
owing  the  Grand  Treasurer  $9.95.  On  March  18th,  1902,  however,  they 
had  $1,115.45  in  bank. 

The  Grand  Recorder's  report  shows  a  membership  of  2747,  a  gain  of 
52.  Aside  from  the  above  we  find  nothing  of  general  interest  in  the 
proceedings. 

A  group  picture  of  sixteen  members  of  The  Connecticut  Associa- 
tion of  Past  Grand  Commanders,  who  were  present  at  this  Conclave, 
embellishes  the  pamphlet.  An  exceptionally  fine  looking  body  of  Chris- 
tian gentlemen. 

Our  old  and  beloved  friend  and  brother.  P.*.  G.*.  C*.  Hugh  Sterling, 
again  presents  the  correspondence  report,  in  which  he  pays  his  respects 
to  thirty-nine  Templar  Grands  in  his  usual  instructive  and  entertaining 
style,  Mississippi,  for  1901,  getting  four  pages.  He  quotes  liberally  and 
with  approval  from  the  address  of  Grand  Commander  Jones  and  the  en- 
tire report  of  the  Law  Committee,  because  of  its  distinguished  parentage. 
He  has,  also,  a  pleasant  word  for  this  Committee,  which  is  appreciated. 

Sir  Knight  Edward  E.  Fuller,  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander;  iSir  Knight 
Eli  C.  Birdsey,  P.*.  G.'.  C*.  Grand  Recorder ;  Sir  Knight  Hugh  Sterling, 
Correspondent. 
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CALIFORNI  A  — 1902. 

The  Forty-foarth  Annual  was  held  inUhe.city  of  San  Francisco, 
April  15th.  All  the  Grand  Officers  were  .present.  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Geo.  B. 
McKee,  Grand  Commander,  presiding;  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  W.  A.  Davies,  Grand 
Recorder. 

There  were  also  present,  twelve  Past  Grand  Commanders,  twenty- 
three  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  thirty-six  Chartered 
Subordinate  Commanders  and  one  U.  D. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander,  while  quite  lengthy,  is  a 
well  written  and  complete  resume  of  a  successful  and  creditable  admin- 
istration. He  has  discovered  the  gist  of  merit  in  these  annual  assem- 
blies, as  this  paragraph  from  his  opening  will  show : 

Time  and  place  have  mucli  to  do  with  the  pleasures  of  these  gath- 
erings, but  by  far  the  greater  boon  is  the  joy  that  comes  when  hand 
meets  hand  and  heart  meets  heart  in  knightly  unison.  The  cheering 
word,  the  cordial  grasp,  the  hearty  greeting,  all  combine  to  make  us  feel 
and  know  that  the  efibrts  we  have  put  fortli  in  the  cause  of  Templarism 
are  yielding  bountiful  returns.  We  know,  indeed,  that  our  lives  have 
been  made  better  and  therefore  happier  by  its  sublime  teachings,  and  that 
our  cherished  Order  in  the  future,  as  it  has  in  the  past,  will  ever  be  found 
foremost  in  all  efforts  to  elevate  mankind  to  a  higtier  plane  of  usefulness 
and  unselfishness. 

Of  the  visit  of  our  lamented  President  and  brother,  McKinley,  to  the 
*'  Pacific  Slope,"  he  says : 

During  this  year  we  have  been  visited  by  the  late  President  of  the 
United  States,  iSir  Knight  Wm.  McKinley.  From  the  crossing  of  the  line 
on  the  south  to  the  recrossing  on  the  north  he  was  everywhere  received 
with  enthusiastic  and  overwhelming  gatherings  of  our  people,  all  anxious 
to  do  him  honor  and  to  strew  his  pathway  with  fiowers.  One  of  the 
most  pleasing  surprises  to  him  on  the  trip  was  the  grand  reception  given 
him  at  Mechanics  Pavilion  in  this  city  by  California  Commandery  No.  1. 

The  President  expressed  his  delight  at  the  peculiar  type  of  this  re- 
ception, and  was  sorry  that  all  of  his  party  could  not  have  made  it  conve- 
nient to  be  present.  He  remarked  that  it  was  entirely  different  from 
anything  that  they  had  witnessed  during  their  trip.  Especially  touch- 
ing to  him  were  tlie  movements  of  the  Drill  Corps  as,  headed  by  a  fine 
representation  of  the  old  Colonial  drum  corps,  they  came  down  the  main 
entrance  on  double-quick,  to  the  front  of  the  stage  where  he  was  seated. 
Counter-marching  in  double  circle,  they  halted,  knelt,  and  chanted  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  arose  and  took  seats  on  his  right. 

He  issued  several  dispensations,  but  all  for  proper  purposes. 

His  decisions  were  sound— in  our  opinion. 

An  excellent  portrait  of  the  R.'.  £.*.  adorns  the  pamphlet. 

Proceedings  were  mostly  routine  and  of  local  interest.  The  Grand  Re- 
corder reported  a  gross  gain  of  467  and  a  loss  of  244,  leaving  net  gain  223. 
Total  membership  2779.  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  of  cash  on 
hand  of  $5,832.65. 


FRATERNAL  CORRKSPONDKNCK. 


CORKKSPONDRNCE. 

Is  the  masterly  production  of  R.*.  E.\  Ciraiid  Recorder  Win.  A. 
Davies  and  digests  the  minutes  of  forty-two  Templar  Leg;islature8  in  his 
usual  courteous  and  entertaining  style.  The  report  covers  167  pages, 
cost  the  Grand  Commandery  $200.00  and  is  worth  twice  the  amount. 

Being  considerably  more  than  half  sick,  we  will  be  obliged  to  be  brief 
in  our  review  of  it,  which  brevity  we  hope  will  be  pardoned  by  our 
brother.  We  regret  the  absence  of  Mississippi  from  the  report.  Why — 
he  does  not  say. 

W.  Frank  Pierce  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand    Recorder 


and  Correspondent,  as  before. 


CAN  A  DA— 1902. 

The  19th  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Ottawa.  M.*.  E.-.  Sir  Knight 
David  Leonard  Carley,  Supreme  Grand  Master,  on  the  Throne.  Wel- 
coming speeches  and  responses  preceded  the  opening  of  Great  Priory. 
Twenty-eight  Subordinate  Preceptories  were  represented. 

The  Grand  Master^s  address  is  up  to  standard  of  Templar  literature 
in  Canada,  and  that  is  praise  enough.  Due  tribute  is  paid  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  Knightly  dead  of  the  entire  Continent,  and  to  our  late  Presi- 
dent, Sir  Wm.  McKinley.  The  address  is  brief,  and  aside  from  the 
above,  confined  to  local  matters. 

Proceedings  devoid  of  general  interest.  The  Order  is  in  a  healthy 
and  vigorous  condition.  Total  membership  2273,  again  of  171.  Cash 
balance  in  treasury  $3,857.37. 

CORKBSPONDKNCB. 

Is  the  work  of  our  distinguised  brother,  Past  S.\  G.*.  M.\  Will  H. 
Whyte,  reviews  the  proceedings  of  forty  Templar  Grand  Bodies  and  like 
his  former  reports,  is  able  and  interesting. 

Mississippi,  at  Winona,  gets  three  pages  of  courteous  attention,  for 
which  we  are  obliged.  He  is  pleased  to  note  that  "Our  Fred  "  was 
elected  to  the  place  so  long  and  faithfully  filled  by  Bro.  Power,  of  preci- 
ous memory. 

He  seems  to  be  a  little  nettled  at  several  things  in  our  report  as  the 
following  will  show : 

Frater  £.  G.  Delap  submits  his  annual  and  interesting  Report  on 
Correspondence.  Canada,  at  Kingston,  1900,  receives  fraternal  attention. 
He  states  that  "  a  couple  of  short  but  good  welcoming  speeches  pre- 
ceded the  opening  of  Great  Priory,"  and  remarks  that  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter's address,  which  like  all  these  papers  in  Canada,  was  an  able,  exhaus- 
tive and  interesting  production. 

Our  good  Frater,  however,  regrets  his  inability  to  "  concur  in  Grand 
Master  Ellis'  eulogy  of  the  cherished  principles  of  British  Freedom," 
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expresses  his  sympathy  for  the  **  Poor  Dutchmen/'  and  states  a  year  had 
elapsed  since  Brother  Ellis  rejoiced  at  the  "  Success  of  the  Armies  of 
the  Kmpire/'  and  that  the  end  is  not  yet,  and  favors  us  with,  '*  it  is  best 
not  to  crow  until  out  of  the  woods,"  etc.,  etc.,  **  never  to  count  chick- 
ens," etc.,  and  other  such  courteous  and  kindly  remarks,  and  says: 

We  are  sorrv  our  Cousins  are  not  fighting  some  of  the  Continental 
Powers,  who  so  hate  them  and  us,  instead  of  the  poor  Dutchmen.  Then 
we  would  feel  like  praying  for  Great  Britan  to  win,  and  like  helping  her 
out,  if  she  needed  it. 

Now  this  is  awfully  kind  in  our  dear  Frater ;  the  end  was  in  sight, 
it  was  a  case  even  then  of  guerilla  warfare.  Now^  it  is  all  over  and  we 
are  not  indebted  for  either  the  prayers  or  assistance  of  our  valiant  Fra- 
ter, which,  no  doubt,  would  have  been  exceedingly  valuable.  But  some- 
how there  is  running  through  our  grav  matter,  Frater  Delap,  a  medlev 
of  words,  and  among  them  **beam*'^  and  "mote"  and  **  Filipinos,'* 
and  the  statement  of  an  American  Senator  that  the  native  owners  of 
certain  islands  are  being  governed  without  the  consent  of  the  governed, 
contrary  to  the  cherished  principles  of  a  certain  declaration.  The 
**  Poor  Dutchmen"  brought  their  trouble  on  themselves,  but  we  have 
not  heard  that  the  certain  islanders  did.  We  are  confident,  however, 
that  under  our  respective  flags,  both  peoples  will  yet  be  fai*  better  off 
and  more  prosperous. 

Referring  to  Grand  Master  Ellis'  refusal  to  allow  Preceptory  to  turn 
out  in  uniform  at  a  frater's  funeral,  who  was  not  being  buried  by  his 
Ix>dge  with  Masonic  honors,  he  remarks: 

This  strikes  us  as  being  somewhat  strange.  Bettei  change  and'be 
in  order.  An  Order  that  does  not  bury  its  own  dead,  and  that  is  without 
a  ritual  for  this  service,  is  away  behind  the  times.  However,  it  is  none 
of  our  business. 

We  quite  agree  with  our  good  Frater  in  his  last  remark,  and  would 
like  to  courteously  add,  that  we  do  not  consider  it  the  business  of  the 
Order  of  the  Temple  to  usurp  the  prerogative  of  the  Lodge  in  the  ancient 
landmark  of  Masonic  burial,  and  that  the  Lodge  Ceremony  is  considered 
quite  honor  enough  for  a  Canadian  Templar,  that  a  good  Templar  will 
also  be  a  good  member  of  his  Lodge,  and  the  Brethren  who  first  assisted 
him  to  see  light,  should  also  be  the  ones  to  confer  the  last  sad  honors  on 
their  departed  Brother. 

Frater  DeLap  quotes  our  remarks  anent  Canada's  share  in  Soutli 
Africa,  and  says: 

There  is  no  discount  on  the  valor  or  loyalty  of  our  neighbors.  It  is 
characteristic  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  half  of  the  Western 
Hemisphere  to  be  both,  and  we  are  not  surprised. 

We  thank  Father  Delap  for  his  compliment — there  is  no  discount 
on  Anglo-Saxon  grit — no  matter  where  it  is  found.  But  we  must  hasten 
on.  Frater  Delap's  reports  are  spicy  and  interesting  from  first  to  last, 
he  writes  a  clever  report  but  is  somewhat  brusque  at  times  in  his  re- 
marks, glories  at  calling  a  spade  "  a  spade,"  and  is  very  severe  on  any- 
thing that  looks  to  him  like  a  sham  or  hypocrit,  whether  in  Clerical  or 
Masonic  quarters.  We  like  to  hit  back  ourselves  sometimes  for  the  fun, 
but,  we  hope,  never  hard  enough  to  make  a  wound  or  estrange  a  friend. 


We  regret  our  foolishness  in  joking  about  Grand  Master  Ellis'  eulogy 
of  the  "  cherished  principles,  etc,"  because  while  we  meant  absolutely 
nothing  offensive,  he  dosen't  like  it.     Forgive  us  Bro.  Whyte. 

In  regard  to  the  second  pharagraph  '*  we  pass,"  and  at  the  same 
time  freely  admit  the  "beam,"  ''mote"  and  "Filipinos"  indictment 
to  be  true.    The  same  rule  applies  to  the  third  paragraph,  and  we  en- 
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dorse  his  conclasion.  Refering  to  the  fourth  and  last  we  are  proad  of 
our  Canada  neighbors  and  their  and  our  mother  country  and  nre  read)' 
to  espouse  their  cause  at  any  and  all  times  and  investigate  the  righteous- 
ness, or  otherwise,  after  the  fight  is  over.  We  don't  propose  to  forget 
England's  kindness  to  us  in  the  late  Spanish  war. 

We  copy  the  following  from  his  conclusion : 

Strong  protest  has  been  .made  by  a  number  of  the  correspondents 
against  the  use  of  the  words  "  Invasion/*  '*  Invade''  and  "  Pilgrimage." 
In  the  sense  in  which  they  are  used,  it  is  certainly  very  absurd,  to  say 
the  least,  to  call  a  peaceful  visit  of  a  body  of  citizens  to  another  juris- 
diction, an  act  of  **  Invasion."  Nor  does  the  word  "  Pilgrimage  "  appear 
appropriate,  when  used  in  connection  with  an  excursion  or  holiday  trip 
of  a  body  of  present  day  Templars. 

As  we  are  about  half  sick,  we  will  say,  good  night  and  God  bless  you, 
to  our  Bro.  Whyte  and  his  Fraters  of  Canada. 

Grand  Master  re-elected. 


DISTRICT    OF    COLUMBIA— 1902. 

The  Seventh  Annual  was  held  at  Washington,  May  12tli.  Present: 
R.".  E.*.  Sir  Geo.  Gibson,  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  Arvine  W.  Johns- 
ton, Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  six  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders, twenty-seven  Grand  Representatives,  including  Sir  A.  B.  Jack- 
son from  Mississippi,  and  representatives  from  the  five  Commanderies  of 
that  jurisdiction. 

Several  distinguished  visitors  from  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  were 
also  in  attendance  and  were  courteously  greeted  and  cordially  welcomed. 

The  address  is  a  well  written  resume  of  the  events  of  his  adminis- 
tration, most  of  which  is  barren  of  general  interest.  He  made  but  one 
decision  and  that  of  local  interest  only. 

Proceedings,  naturally,  were  of  local  import.  The  Grand  Recorder 
reported  receipts,  including  two  loans  of  $400 each,  of  $1,986.00,  and  ex- 
penditures of  $2,247.19.  No  doubt  this  was  chargeable  to  the  fact  that 
they  were  so  '*  hospitably  "  entertained  at  Louisville.  Hospitality  at  $10 
a  day  does  not  catch  many  angels.  The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash 
balance  in  hand  of  $(>39.61,  out  of  whicli  $543.80  of  debts  were  to  be  paid, 
leaving  a  net  balance  to  carry  on  business  with,  of  only  $95.81.  Total 
membership  1,576,  a  gain  of  79. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Report  is  the  work  of  Sir  Geo.  H.  Walker,  in  which  he 
reviews  the  doings  of  most  of  the  Templar  governing  bodies,  in  his 
usual  courteous  and  instructive  style.  We  excerpt  his  **  opening 
chorus : " 
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We  herewitli  submit  the  tilth  annual  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence.  In  its  preparation  we  have  adhered  to  the  rule  ob- 
served in  previous  reports,  and  in  the  language  of  Sir  Knight  Anthony, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  for  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Michigan,  have  endeavored  '  to  place  before  our  readers  the 
best  gems  of  thought  that  eminate  from  our  fraters  from  all  quarters/ 
and  at  the  same  time  enlightep  them  upon  such  matters  of  general  in- 
terest as  may  be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  various  jurisdictions. 
Apology  should  be  made  for  the  brevity  and  evidently  hurried  manner 
in  which  the  work  has  been  done.  Other  Masonic  duties,  growing 
largely  out  of  the  recent  Masonic  Fair  and  Exposition,  have  engrosned 
our  time  to  such  an  extent  that  such  attention  has  not  been  given  to  this 
task  as  we  would  like.  However,  we  feel  that  the  reader  will  be  enabled, 
at  least  in  a  general  way,  to  learn  of  what  has  taken  place  during  the 
past  year  in  Templar  work. 

Under  Iowa  we  find  this  : 

He  did  not  like  the  action  of  Grand  Commander  Galliher  re- 
specting dispensations  to  ballot  on  petitions  at  a  special  conclave,  and 
adds: 

It  was  snobbery,  all  the  same.  Had  the  petitioner  been  plain  John 
Doe  the  dispensation  would  not  have  been  granted,  nor  asked  for.  The 
recent  haste  of  various  Masonic  bodies  to  do  homage  to  Spanish- 
American  war  heroes  belies  the  primary  teachings  of  Masonry  and 
ranks  toadyism  as  among  the  prime  virtues  inculcated  by  the  ancient 
craft.  We  have  not  been  so  taught ;  we  do  not  so  believe ;  we  would  not 
so  practice,  but  would  '  meet  upon  the  level '  and  require  every  postulant 
to  travel  the  same  road. 

We  have  clipped  the  above  expression  of  opinion,  because  it  has 
been  referred  to  by  a  number  of  correspondents.  We  desire  to  say  to 
Frater  Coxe,  with  due  deference  to  h\^  honorable  intentions  and  sincer- 
ity, that  he  has  wronged  Past  Grand  Commander  Galliher  in  thus  ex- 
pressing his  opinion.  No  higher  minded  man  or  one  more  sincere  in  all  his 
dealings  do  we  know  than  Past  Grand  Commander  Galliher.  We  do  not 
believe  that  there  was  any  thought  of  doing  anything  outside  the  line  of 
duty  when  he  asked  for  the  dispensation  for  Admiral  Schley  and  the 
other  candidate  likewise  vested  with  the  Orders.  We  believe  at  the 
time  that  the  power  exercised  in  granting  the  dispensation  was  not 
vested  in  the  Grand  Master,  and  so  the  Grand  Master  afterward  ruled. 
Our  own  Grand  Commandery,  in  acting  upon  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Jurisprudence,  disapproved  of  the  dispensation.  Nevertheless, 
we  know  that  the  then  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Knight  Galliher,  follow- 
ed strictly  in  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  line  of  duty,  and  no  one  who 
knows  him  would  say  that  he  would  manifest  any  fear  or  favor  in  the 
performance  of  any  trust,  no  matter  how  sacred. 

We  are  inclined  to  think  that  our  brother  Walker  has  the  best  in 
the  scrimmage  with  Bro.  Coxe.  We  know  that  Grand  Commander  Gal- 
liher did  the  correct  thing  in  the  Schley  dispensation.  There  is  no 
**  snobbery  "  in  honoring  a  hero  at  any  and  all  times. 

Brother  Walker  devotes  nearly  five  pages  to  our  doings  in  1901  and 
1902.  He  quotes  from  Grand  Commander  Jones'  address,  Speed's  law 
deliverances.  Grand  Commander  Howard's  address,  and  our  reports,  in 
fact  he  treats  us  nicely  and  with  much  respect,  for  all  of  which  we  are 
grateful.    He  makes  a  very  large  sized  mistake  in  saying— "Brother  De- 
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Lap  is  a  Prohibitionist."  We  are  not,  but  we  hate  strong  drink  and  its 
works  with  an  undying  hatred.  Prohibition  that  creates  and  fosters  the 
**  jug  trade  "  and  ''  blind  tigers/'  is  the  most  arrant  nonsense,  and  that  is 
the  kind  and  the  only  kind  that  is  "  holding  tlie  boards  "  to-day,  and  I 
want  none  of  it  in  mine.  I  do  not  believe  that  a  good  christian  woman 
will  ask  a  young  man  to  drink  a  glass  oi  wine  at  her  table  or  elsewhere; 
I  do  not  believe  that  a  true  gentleman  will  ask  a  boy  or  youni;  man  to 
drink  with  him  and  I  do  not  believe  that  vital  godliness  and  alcohol  will 
asseminate  in  thecorporosity  of  a  human  being.  The  devil  in  the  church 
and  the  demoralization  of  polite  society — so  called— are  more  accounta- 
ble for  the  cause  of  drunkeness  and  its  attendant  horrors,  than  are  the 
saloons. 

R.*.  E.'.  George  E.  Corson  is  Grand   Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 


GREAT    PRIORY    OF    ENGLAND    WALE8--1902. 

Was  held  in  Ix^ndon,  December  13th,  1901.  Present  and  presiding, 
The  Right  Honorable,  the  Earl  of  Euston,  Grand  Commander  Templars 
on  the  Throne. 

Tliere  was  a  large  attendance,  coming  from  all  the  subordinates  of 
Great  Priory.  The  Report  of  Council  was  presented  and  adopted,  but 
it  contains  nothing  of  general  interest. 

In  response  to  Sir  Stephen  Berry's  Christmas  circular,  the  Grand 
Master  remarked : 

fl 

I  am  certain,  Brethren,  that  all  will  wish  well  to  the  Knights  of 
our  Order  at  Christmas  time,  and  we  shall  specially,  as  desired,  remem- 
ber our  Brethren  beyond  the  seas.  I  desire  our  Great  Vice-Chancellor 
to  say  that  we  shall  be  prepared  to  comply  with  the  request  of  our 
American  Brethren. 

We  find  it  difficult  to  review  this  pamphlet,  being  in  something  like 
the  same  fix  as  the  old  lady  who  borrowed  Webster's  dictionary  to  read, 
asked  how  she  liked  it  she  replied — '*  The  words  are  all  right,  but  I  canH 
get  the  run  of  the  ttory"    Peace  and  prosperity  seem  to  prevail. 


FLORID.A  — 1902. 

The  Seventh  Annual  was  held  at  Jacksonville,  May  15th.  R.*.  E.*. 
W.  S.  Wall,  Grand  Commander.  All  the  Grand  Officers  were  present  ex- 
cept the  Warder;  eight  Subordinate  Commanderies  represented;  four  Past 
Grand  Commanders  were  present. 

The  address  is  "  strictly  business,"  but  devoid  of  general  interest. 

Proceedings,  routine.  Balance  cash  on  hand  $585.53.  Committee 
on  Triennial  reported  that  they  had  bought  a  hotel  in  Louisville  for  $80, 
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which  is  much  the  cheapest  purchase  we  have  noted  in  this  connection. 
Our  Florida  Brethren  not  only  bought  a  hotel,  but  had  a  good  time  at  a 
cost— in  all— of  only  1369  05 ! 

Total  membership  334,  a  gain  of  25.    No  report  on  correspondence. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  B.  H.  Chadwick  is  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  Wilber  P. 
Webster,  Grand  Recorder. 


GEORGIA— 1901. 

The  Fortieth  Annual  was  held  at  Americus,  May  8th.  Sir  Thomas  E. 
Fletcher,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  W.  S.  Rockwell,  Grand  Recorder; 
eleven  Coramanderies  were  represented,  six  Past  Grand  Commanders 
and  seventeen  Grand  Representatives  were  present. 

The  address  is  constructed  as  one  might  expect  it  to  be  in  a  juris- 
diction that  has  no  Foreign  Correspondence  Committee.  He  opens 
thusly:  "  I  will  vary  the  usual  custom  by  giving  you  the  statistical  part 
of  my  annual  message  first,  and  then  I  will  speak  to  you  of  our  beloved 
Order,  which  is  so  near  and  dear  to  me.*' 

His  dispensations  were  unimportant.  He  made  one  decision  and 
that  was  correct.  His  visitations  were  quite  general  and  the  Order 
seems  to!be  prosperous.  He  heads  his  conclusion  *'  Address''  in  which 
he  proceeds  to  revive  the  chestnutty,  if  not  shady  history  of  the  early 
Templars.  While  all  tliis  Tommy  Rot  has  been  sung  in  our  ears  for  de- 
cades of  years,  we  occasionally  encounter  a  crank  that  discovers  some- 
thing new.     For  instance,  the  Right  Eminent  Frater  says : 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  world  did  men  fiing  away  their  lives 
more  gloriously  for  a  hopeless  cause ;  never  did  a  Templar  play  the 
coward,  nor  when  all  hope  was  lost,  barter  to  a  Moslem  conqueror  his 
soul  in  return  for  his  life.  Twenty  thousand  Knights  fell  with  their 
faces  to  the  stars  and  seven  of  twenty-two  Grand  Masters  died  on  the 
field  of  battle. 

Ami  though,  Sir  Knights,  the  material  mission  of  the  Templar  failed 
and  the  Cross  went  down  before  the  Crescent  in  the  shock  of  arms  on 
the  glory-kissed  plains  of  Palestine,  yet  the  crimson  life  tide  of  the 
Templar  fiowed  not  in  vain,  nor  was  the  Beauseant  floated  in 
triumph  and  furled  in  defeat  in  the  breezes  of  the  Orient  for  naught. 

Kni|2:ht  Templarism  saved  and  preserved  pure  and  unpolluted  the 
tenets  of  Free  Masonry  to  bless  the  hearts  and  brighten  the  lives  of  the 
craft  til  rough  all  the  ages. 

And  Knight  Templarism,  too,  has  given  to  the  world  and  to  us,  nn' 
Fraters,  those  lofty  ideals,  chivalric  sentiments,  and  high  conceptions 
of  duty  and  right  living,  wliich  make  this  old  world  better  and  for  years 
beyond  our  ken,  a  light  ))ehind  them  leaves  upon  the  lives  of  men. 

How  sublimely  grand  in  story  and  in  song!  How  fanatical,  treach- 
erous, licentious  and  utterly  devilish  many  of  them  were  in  reality ! 
We  were  not  before  aware  that  "Knight  Templarism"  had  done  so 
much  in  the  matter  of  preserving  "  pure  and  unpolluted  "  the  tenets  of 


14  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Free  Masonry,  but  we  are  quite  sure  if  the  pure  tenets  of  anything  had 
rubbed  up  against  a  large  majority  of  the  earlier  Templars,  they  would 
have  been  pure  no  longer.  He  '*  believes  that  in  many  respects,  litera- 
ture and  science  have  reached  the  perfection  of  human  achievement," 
which  is  not  remarkable,  coming  from  Georgia  where  they  don*t 
believe  in  correspondence  committees. 

Proceedings  local  and  routine.    Cash  balance  $320.    Total  member- 
ship 855,  a  gain  of  66. 

Ernest  A.  Cutts  is  Grand  Commander;  Wm.  8.  Rockwell,  Grand 
Recorder. 


GEORGIA  — 1902. 

The  Forty-first  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Savannah,  May  14th. 
Sir  E.  A.  Cutts,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  W. S.  Rockwell,  Grand  Recorder; 
eight  Past  Grand  Commanders,  several  other  minor  Past  Grand  Offi- 
cers, a  dozen  Past  Commanders  and  delegates  from  thirteen  Subordinate 
Commanderies  were  present.  Total  membership  916,  a  gain  of  61. 
Forty-second  Annual  will  be  held  at  Rome,  May  13th. — Frank  O.  Miller, 
Grand  Commander,  Wm.  S.  Rockwell,  Grand  Recorder. 

In  the  above  we  have  simply  adopted  the  form  and  volume  of  the 
Georgia  report  as  we  find  it  in  the  pamphlet  before  us,  except  that  the 
Reporter,  who  is  also  the  Grand  Recorder,  and  who  works  for  nothing 
and  boards  himself — occasionally  puts  in  a  few  lines  from  Grand  Com- 
manders' address! 

And  this  is  the  culmination  of  the  idea  of  what  a  correspondence 
report  should  be  from  a  ''  Georgia  Cracker ''  standpoint ! 

Its  all  right,  however,  they  know  the  sort  of  literary  food  their 
stomachs  crave  and  we  presume  they  now  have  it,  are  satisfied,  and  we 
give  them  joy. 


INDIAN    TERRITORY  — 1902. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  McAlister,  April  10th. 
K.*.  E.'.  Sir  Zachary  Taylor  Walrond,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  At- 
tendance good. 

The  address,  while  well  written,  is  devoid  of  general  interest.  Pro- 
ceedings routine  and  of  local  interest. 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  account  is  most  uniquely  constructed,  but  we 
presume  he  intends  to  convey  the  idea  that  they  have  a  balance  of  near 
$500.00 

The  Grand  Recorder  says: — "  There  is  not  a  single  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings   of  the  Convention  that  organized  the  Grand  Body.    These 
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pamphlets  were  stored  in  a  supposed  fire-proof  place,  but  were  destroyed 
in  the  great  fire  in  Muskogee.  Any  of  you  who  have  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  two  first  meetings  of  this  Body  will  do  a  good  deed  by 
mailing  them  to  Grand  Recorder  J.  8.  Murrow,  Atoka,  Indian  Territory. 

We  find  the  following  also  in  the  minutes: 

'*  Whereas,  Cryptic  Masonry  is  a  necessary  adjunct  to  R.*.  A.*. 
Masonry  and  is  required  in  many  capitular  jurisdictions  as  a  condition 
precedent  to  membership  therein  ;  therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  no  one 
not  in  possession  of  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  shall  be  ac- 
cepted as  a  candidate  for  the  orders  conferred  in  our  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies." 

Which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  be  re- 
ported upon  at  next  annual  conclave. 

The  preamble  states  as  a  fact  something  that  we  did  not  know  be- 
fore, which  is  sometliing  remarkable. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommende<l  the  giving  of  a  $50  jewel  to 
each  Past  Grand  Commander,  and  the  levy  of  a  $50  tax  on  each  Com- 
mandery  to  meet  the  expense. 

The  report  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  tax  levy  and  substitut- 
ing a  pair  of  shoulder  straps  for  the  jewel.  We  commend  the  good 
judgment  of  the  Body  and  regret  the  lack  of  it  in  the  committee.  A 
Grand  Commandery  that  is  too  poor  to  pay  for  and  print  a  report  on 
Fraternal  Correspondence  is  too  poor  to  present  a  $50  jewel  to  its  Grand 
Commander  each  year. 

Total  Commanderies,  5.    Total  membership  223,  a  gain  of  10. 
R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Daniel  M.  Hailey  is  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  Joseph 
S.  Murrow,  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent — in  name  only  ! 


ILLINOIS  — 1902. 

The  46th  Annual  at  Chicago,  October  28th.  Present:  Sir  Hamer  H. 
Green,  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander ;  E.\  Sir  Gilbert  W.  Barnard, 
Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  other  Grand  Ofiicers,  and  Representatives  of 
66  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Prelate's  opening  prayer  is  a  part  of  the  minutes.  It  is 
a  good  one,  but  too  long. 

Portraits  of  several  of  the  Past  Grand  Commanders  adorn  the 
pamphlet. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  strictly  business  paper.  He 
indulges  very  little  in  the  sentimental,  but  is  clear  and  full  in  his 
report  of  his  acts  and  deliverences.  He  believes  in  being  good  at  Easter 
and  in  uniform,  reporting  that  all  but  thirteen  of  his  Subordinates  were 
pious  on  that  day.  • 

He  opens  his  tribute  to  tiie  dead  in  the  following  eloquent  and 
touching  manner: 
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trated  and  are  very  interesting  and  will,  no  doubt^  form  a  part  of  that 
book  we  hope  soon  to  see  published. 

May  the  ^ood  Lord  bless  Bro.  John  and  prolong  his  life  for  many 
years. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Holman  G.  Purinton  is  Grand  Commander  ;  General  Re- 
corder and  Correspondent  as  before. 


INDIANA— 1902. 

• 

Forty-eighth  Annual,  South  Bend,  April  IGth.  R.'.  E/.  Sir  Leon- 
idas  P.  Newby,  Grand  Commander ;  E.'.  Sir  C.  W.  Prather,  Grand  Re- 
corder; sixteen  Past  Grand  Commanders ;  about  three  hundred  Past 
Commanders;  twenty-eight  Grand  Representatives,  and  a  large  number 
of  visiting  privates  and  representatives  of  forty-three  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies  were  present. 

The  address  is  a  voluminous,  well  written  paper  and  is  a  complete 
epitome  of  a  successful  and  creditable  administration.  He  devotes  sev- 
eral pages  to  a  statement  of  the  fundamental  principals  and  teachings  of 
the  Order,  all  of  which  is  very  nice  and  very  true,  but  the  fact  remains 

0 

that  there  are  a  great  many  exceedingly  dull  scholars  in  our  ranks,  judg- 
ing by  their  daily  lives  and  actions. 

We  excerpt  a  passage,  or  two : 

Here  we  are  taught  the  doctrine  of  brotherly  love  and  the  princi- 
ples of  justice  and  moderation. 

Here  we  are  to  acknowledge  the  liberality  of  thought  and  speech, 
and  are  to  cast  off  cant  and  fanaticism. 

Here  we  are  taught  that  the  rich  and  the  poor  are  to  meet  upon  a 
common  level,  ignoring  conditions,  acknowledging  no  superiors  or  in- 
feriors, further  than  is  necessary  to  maintain  authority  and  government 
of  the  Order. 

Here  we  are  taught  to  circumscribe  our  actions,  to  keep  within  due 
bounds,  to  be  moderate  in  all  things ;  that  we  should  lay  aside  pomp 
and  pride,  to  be  able,  if  possible,  to  see  ourselves  as  others  see  us  and  to 
learn  to  control  our  own  actions  properly,  before  criticising  others. 

Seems  to  us  that  the  second  and  third  propositions,  in  the  above, 
are  more  honored  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance. 

Here  is  another  lesson  that  is  badly  learned  or  we  are  mistaken  in 
our  observations: 

Here  we  are  taught  not  only  how  to  die,  but  how  to  live,  knowing 
that  life  is  short,  and  death,  so  far  as  this  world  is  concerned,  is  eternal. 
That  while  thinking  of  and  giving  a  due  regard  to  the  things  that  are  to 
happen  in  the  world  to  come,  w^e  should  not  fail  to  appreciate  the  good 
things  of  this  world  and  the  many  pleasant  things  that  surround  us. 
That  while,  after  death,  we  may  be  so  fortunate  as  to  be  permitted  to 
walk  on  the  golden  shore,  be  invested  with  a  harp,  robed  with  a  white 
robe  and  crowned  with  a  crown  of  glory,  all  should  not  be  swallowed  up 
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in  the  contemplation  of  the  future.  We  should  make  the  most  out  of 
this  life  possible,  enjoy  it  while  we  may,  be  content  with  what  we  have, 
knowing  that  God  has'given  us  bodies  and  endowed  us  with  thought  and 
mind,  giving  each  an  opportunity  to  improve  his  condition  and  position 
in  life,  and  to  know  that  there  is  room  for  all  and  enough  for  all,  and  we 
should  therefore  have  charity  for  all  and  enmity  toward  none. 

We  heartily  endorse  the  doctrine  preached  by  our  R.*.  E.*.  Brother 
and  would  be  glad  if  every  Templar  measured  up  to  the  required  stand- 
ard. 

He  then  remarks  that  'Hhis  Institution  was  lirst  a  military  and  re- 
ligious one,  having  for  its  purpose  the  protection  of  Pilgrims  and  res- 
cuing the  Holy  Sepulcher  from  the  heathen. 

There  was  but  little  credit,  in  our  opinion,  in  the  stated  objects  of 
the  Order,  for  the  reason  that  in  the  idolatrous  veneration  of  the  sepul- 
cher by  the  Roman  church  and  the  Pilgrims,  aforesaid,  the  great  cen- 
tral figure,  in  the  plan  of  salvation,  our  Lord,  becomes  secondary  matter, 
when  it  should  be  the  first,  always.  Moses  led  Israel  out  of  Egypt,  and 
had  not  God  Almighty  buried  his  dead  body  in  a  valley  in  the  land  of 
Moab,  so  that  no  man  knows  his  sepulcher  unto  this  day,  the  Jewish 
people  would  have  forgotten  God  in  their  fanatical  reverance  of  the 
tomb  of  His  servant,  Moses. 

Appropriate  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  Knightly  dead, 
both  of  his  own  and  other  jurisdictions — among  tliem  our  own  Brother 
Power  and  President  McKinley. 

He  issued  twenty-five  dispensations  to  ballot  out  of  time.  He  had 
the  temerity  to  allow  a  Missouri  Commandery  to  pass  through  Michigan 
en  route  to  Ix)ui8ville.     A  decidedly  risky  business ! 

He  made  several  decisions,  but  of  local  interest.  The  address,  as  a 
whole,  is  a  good  one. 

Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash   balance  of  $4,725,  which   is  a 
healthy  condition  of  things. 

Grand  Recorder  reported  gross  gains  of  426,  losses  190,  a  net  gain  of 
236,  and  a  total  membership  of  4,003. 

It  cost  the  Grand  Commandery  nearly  $2,000  to  go  to  the  Louisville 
Triennial. 

Sir  Martin  H.  Rice  is  the  author  of  the  report  on  correspondence — 
his  first  offense — covering  sixty-six  pages  that  would  be  creditable  to  a 
veteran  of  the  Guild.  Forty-two  jurisdictions  are  reviewed,  ours  for 
1901,  included. 

His  attention  to  our  pamphlet  is  courteous  and  full.  He  says — 
*'  There  are  many  others  of  the  same  opinion  "  as  Grand  Commander 
Jones  in  regard  to  the  Oiristmus  Toa^t  '^fad."  He  also  remarks  that 
**  our  Fred  "  '*  wields  a  sharp  quill." 

He  has  a  pleasant  word  for  our  report,  which  is  appreciated,  inti- 
mates that  idosyncracies  is  not  the  correct  orthography  of  the  word  and 
is  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  *^  intelligent  compositor  "  followed 
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"  copy  "  in  leaving  out  the  second  "  i  "  and  puttinf?  a  "  c  "  where  an  "  s 
belongs.  We  plead  guilty  to  the  second  count  in  the  indictment,  but 
the  aforesaid  *'  compositor ''  is  responsible  for  the  first.  He  is  also  re- 
sponsible for  the  surplus  of  ninety-six  Past  "  Grands  "—as  we  had  it 
**  Past  Commanders."  Brother  Rice  is  on  our  side  in  the  **  invasion  " 
and  *'  pilgrimage  "  matter,  and  we  are  glad. 

He  closes  with  this  remark  :  "  Written  in  a  little  less  self-compla- 
cent and  dogmatical  style,  it  would  be  excellent."  We  are  obliged  to 
our  Brother,  but  beg  to  assure  him  that  the  "  self-complacency "  is 
always  intended  as  a  ^*  goak,"  pure  and  simple,  and  is  so  understood  by 
all  who  are  honored  with  our  acquaintance.  The  close  of  the  last  sen- 
tence is  an  apt  illustration,  as  Brother  Rice  ought  to  know  that  we  are 
not  serious  when  exalting  ourselves.  As  to  the  ^^  dogmatical  "  part  of 
it,  he  is  again  oif  his  base,  as  we  never  intended  to  convey  the  i<lea  that 
tlie  expression  of  our  views,  on  any  subject,  should  be  accepted  by  any 
one  else  as  being  correct,  because  we  so  regarded  them.  Don'tbe  unjust 
to  us— Brother  R. 

He  suggests,  as  an  old  editor,  that  we  read  our  own  proof,  and  if  we 
adopted  the  suggestion,  it  would  make  matters  worse  instead  of  better. 

We  sincerely  congratulate  our  brother  on  the  excellence  of  his 
report. 

Sir  Sidney  W.  Douglass  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  before. 


IOWA  — 1902. 

The  Thirty-ninth  Annual,  Templar  Park,  Spirit  Lake,  July  8th.  R.'. 
E.'.  Wm.  Hy.  Norris,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  All  the  Grand 
Officers  were  present  and  many  permanent  members  of  the  Grand  Body 
together  with  delegates  from  a  majority  of  the  51  Subordinate  Command- 
eries.  The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  typical  Iowa  paper,  elegant 
in  diction,  pleasant  in  tone  and  interesting  in  character.     We  copy : 

You  are  here  in  accordance  with  a  long  established  custom  within 
this  jurisdiction,  to  transact  the  business  of  this  Grand  Commandery ; 
and,  in  addition  thereto,  with  your  wives,  children  and  friends,  far  re- 
moved from  vexatious  cares  that  are  calculated  to  worry  and  annoy,  to 
enjoy  in  its  fullness  the  luxurious  quietude  and  rest  afforded  by  this 
sylvan  Templar  retreat. 

Beautiful  Templar  Park !  Ruggedly  jutting  out  into  historic  Spirit 
Lake  gives  color  to  the  tradition  that  here,  from  Nature's  own  altar  place, 
before  the  westward  march  of  civilization,  a  rude  and  savage  people 
burned  incense  to  the  Great  Spirit,  and  builded  council  fires  around 
which  were  discussed  matters  of  serious  import  to  the  tribes  of  red  men 
inhabiting  the  territory  adjacent  to  the  Okobojis. 
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Its  creecent  shaped  shore  line  ever  laved  by  the  restless  white-cap- 
ped waves  of  our  miniature  inland  sea,  while  over  all  is — 

"The  azure  curtain  of  God's  home 
Drawn  back  and  hung  star-pinned  to  space. 

A  spot — 

"  Where  clinking  coins,  that  clank  as  chains, 

Upon  the  souls  of  men  are  not : 
Nor  man  is  measured  for  his  gains 

Of  gold,  that  streams  with  crimson  stains.'' 

Thus,  removed  from  strife  and  care,  surrounded  by  the  Fraternal 
and  hearthstone  ties  that  bind,  the  heart  beats  quicker,  and  the  pulse 
thrills  warmer  as  we  approach  the  business  of  this  annual  meeting, 
fully  conscious  and  deeply  sensible  of  the  importance  attached  thereto. 

Among  the  many  who  have  passed  to  the  eternal  state,  he  refers  at 
length  to  the  memory  and  merit  of  Past  Grand  Commander  T.  R.  Ercan- 
brack,  who  died  on  August  4th,  1901.  Among  the  men  of  mind  and  lofty 
endowments,  our  late  friend  and  brother,  occupied  a  conspicuous  place 
and  his  place  in  the  literature  of  the  Order  it  will  be  hard  to  fill.  Peace 
to  his  ashes  and  may  God  bless  and  comfort  his  loved  ones  left  behind. 

He  reports  gross  gains,  377,  losses  255,  net  gains  122.  Total  member- 
ship 4860. 

He  also  reported  a  net  gain  of  192  during  the  interim  between 
January  Ist,  1902,  to  the  10th  of  June  following,  a  period  of  only  five 
months  and  ten  days.  This  is  a  greater  gain  than  has  been  made  in  any 
complete  year  before. 

He  issued  quite  a  number  of  Dispensations,  but  all  for  proper  pur- 
poses.   Fourteen  were  to  ballot  out  of  time.    Of  these  he  says : 

I  am  firmly  opposed  (except  only  in  cases  of  great  merit)  to  hasty 
and  unusual  action  on  petitions  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood,  and  have 
refused,  on  account  of  insufficient  showing,  nearly  as  many  requests  as 
dispensations  granted  for  this  purpose. 

My  opposition  is  based  mainly  upon  two  grounds : 

First — The  liability  to  err  where  unseemely  haste  is  exercised  in  the 
advancement  of  postulants;  and, 

Second — A  candidate,  if  "  railroaded  "  through,  may  at  least  be  ex- 
cused for  thinking,  where  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  Order  are  set 
aside  as  an  inducement  for  his  membership,  that  he  is  of  more  import- 
ance to  the  institution  than  the  latter  is  to  him. 

His  first  reason  is  not  valid.  His  second  contains  the  only  really 
good  excuse  for  refusing  these  dispensations.  It  would  be  just  like  a 
Dude  to  figure  it  out  exactly  as  the  R.*.  E.*.  suggests. 

His  decisions  were  in  accordance  with  the  law  as  it  stands. 

The  proceedings  are  mostly  routine  and  of  local  interest.  Finances 
in  healthy  condition  there  being  a  cash  balance  of  $1,530.00. 

Our  venerable  friend.  General  John  Corson,  the  Masonic  Tramp  of  the 
age,  "  bobbed  up  serenely  "  and  made  one  of  his  good  and  interesting 
talks  to  the  delight  and  pleasure  of  his  audience  as  this  will  show : 
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EPISODK. 

At  9:30  A.  M.  the  Sir  Knights  and  ladies  at  Templar  Park  assembled 
in  the  pavilion.  The  lines  were  formed,  and  Right  Eminent  Sir  John 
Corson  Smith,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Illinois,  was  introduced  by 
Past  Grand  Commander  W.  I.  Babb,  and  Grand  Commander  Norris  in 
his  usual  happy  manner  extended  to  him  an  earnest  welcome  to  Templar 
Park  and  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Smith,  after  first  responding  in  a  fitting 
manner  to  the  words  of  welcome  and  referring  to  his  temporary  resi- 
dence at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  in  1859 and  1860,  gave  to  those  assembled  a  most 
instructive  and  entertaining  address  on  his  travels  in  Egypt  and  the 
Holy  Land,  and  the  evidences  that  he  found  as  to  the  early  history  of 
Ancient  Operative  Masonry. 

He  demonstrated  quite  clearly  that  its  first  home  was  in  Egypt,  and 
was  carried  from  thence  by  the  children  of  Israel  to  Palestine.  Every 
one  present  was  delighted,  and  expressed  the  earnest  hope  that  his 
visits  might  be  oft  repeated. 

The  Triennial  Committee  reported  a  fund  of  $2,368.00,  of  which  they 
spent  $2,066.07.  For  headquarters  and  board  in  Louisville,  decorations 
and  banners  therefor,  they  paid  the  modest  sum  of  $849.00,  and  for  "  sup- 
plies for  reception,  $196.33 !  We  would  like  to  see  an  itemized  bill  of 
the  latter.  Kentucky  is  said  to  be  'Mong"  on  lovely  women,  magnifi- 
cent men  and  a  good  article  of  Bourbon.  The  first  two  were,  no  doubt, 
largely  in  evidence — how  about  the  last  ? 

They  call  their  Law  Committee,  "  Committee  on  Knightly  Courtety  and 
Jurisprudence,''  and  we  would  like  to  inquire  where  **c<mrte8y"  comes  in, 
in  the  determination  of  a  question  of  law?  We  have  always  supposed 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  a  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  to  construe  the  law, 
as  it  stands  and  determine  whether  the  action  of  Subordinate  Comman- 
deries,  individuals  and  the  Grand  Commander,  himself,  is  in  consonance 
with  the  statutes,  or  not,  and  we  confess  our  inability  to  see  how  the 
matter  of  **  Knightly  courtesy"  is  to  be  brought  in.  Possibly  the  Ches- 
terfield of  Christian  Knighthood,  Belden,  of  Arizona,  can  tell.  His  hat 
covers  a  great  many  other  things,  if  not  a  knowledge  of  the  proprieties 
in  this  case. 

Wonder  if  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  will  ever  be  rich 
enough  and  have  sense  enough  to  follow  the  lead  of  Iowa  and  have  a 
home  for  itself  as  lovely  and  delightful  as  Spirit  Lake  Templar  Park  is 
to-day?    We  hope  so. 

A  portrait  of  Grand  Commander  Norris  makes  an  elegant  frontis- 
piece to  the  pamphlet.     A  fine  face  and  a  '*  long  head." 

Our  good  and  Reverend  Bro.  Dr.  Alphabet  Coxe,  submitted  an  excel- 
lent Report  on  Correspondence,  covering  51  pages,  including  five  that 
are  occupied  by  his  prologue  and  "conclusion."  The  whole  report  is 
interesting  and  good  reading,  as  his  papers  always  are.  We  copy  a  part 
of  his  opening : 

We  hand  you  herewith  our  eleventh  annual  report  on  the  condition 
of  the  Templar  world.  We  come  with  tidings  of  peace  and  good-will 
from  every  quarter  which  we  have  visited.    No  contention  has  anywhere 
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arisen,  ''save  that  noble  contention,  or  rather  emulation,  who  best  can 
work  and  who  can  best  agree/'  The  action  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
at  Louisville  in  sustaininK  Grand  Master  Lloyd's  decision  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  non-afiiliate  law  of  1898  has  j;iven  rise  to  but  little  comment, 
and,  practically,  to  no  dissent.  Many  influential  fraters  believe  the  law 
to  be  unjust,  and  an  infringement  of  Masonic  rights,  but  recognize  the 
fuct  that  the  trend  to-day  is  toward  severe  legislation  against  non-affiU* 
ates,  and  that  there  has  not  yet  been  a  sufficient  test  of  the  law  to  result 
in  the  reaction  which  is  certain  to  come,  from  the  operation  of  two 
causes,  apparently  at  extremes,  but  really  one.  These  are  :  First,  the 
non-enforcement  of  the  law.  We  question  whether  there  has  been  an 
honest  and  impartial  effort  at  enforcement  in  any  Grand  Jurisdiction. 
Now  and  then  the  voice  of  a  Grand  Commander  has  been  raised  in  de- 
mand that  the  law  should  be  obeyed,  but  it  has  be^n  i'o:r^  etpraeterea  nihil. 
The  spasmodic  attempts  at  enforcement,  here,  and  there,  have  but 
shone  the  weakness  of  the  moral  hold  which  the  law  has — the  lack  of 
conviction  as  to  the  justice  of  the  law  which  alone  can  give  to  any  legisla- 
tion the  swing  of  conquest.  Then,  secondly,  where  the  law  has  been 
enforced  it  has  gendered  bad  blood,  stirred  up  unbrotherly  feeling,  and 
given  rise  to  animosities,  more  or  less  bitter,  which  time  alone  can  heal, 
and  which  are  quite  too  high  a  price  to  pay  for  the  questionable  advan- 
tage which  may  come  to  either  Lodge  or  Chapter.  Few  men  with  a 
grievance  but  will  find  some  one  to  sympathize  with  them  ;  with  the 
grievance  apparently  well-founded  the  sympathy  quickly  spreads,  and 
brothers  become  partisans  ere  they  are  aware.  Whether  enforced  or 
non-enforced,  the  two  positions  are  one  in  this:  they  alike  recognize 
that  there  is  something  about  the  non-affiliate  law  which  is  repugnant 
to  the  healthy  instincts  and  generous  impulses  of  the  average  Templar, 
the  law  breakes  down  at  the  point  of  practical  application,  however 
plausible  and  ingenious  may  be  the  arguments  brought  to  its  support. 

His  attention  to  our  doings  at  Water  Valley,  1902,  is  full,  courteous 
and  fraternal. 

We  beg  to  assure  him  that  Iowa's  pamphlet  is  never  left  out  of  our 
report  if  we  can  avoid  it.     We  regret  to  say  good-bye  to  Bro.  Coxe. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir'Fred  W.  Craig  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  David  Miller 
Brownlee,  Grand  Recorder. 

(What  is  the  matter  with  our  beloved  brother  Alf.  Wingate?  They 
don't  make  better  Grand  Recorders  than  he  was). 

Past  Grand  Commander  W.  I.  Babb,  Correspondent. 

(  What  is  the  matter  with  Bro.  Coxe?  ) 


KENTUCKY— 1902. 

The  Fifty-fifth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Versailles,  May  21st. 
The  opening  was  preceded  by  the  usual  welcoming  speeches,  all  of 
which  things  have  a  family  resemblance  and  are  quite  often  very  tire- 
some. A  short,  but  fairly  good  sermon,  in  which  "  Peter  the  Hermit" 
and  his  fanatical  ragamuffins  find  a  conspicuous  place,  ''Take  up  the 
Cross  and  follow  Me"  was  the  text.  A  very  good  text  and  an  impor- 
tant command  of  the  Master,  which  our  observation  causes  the  convic- 
tion that  it  is  much  oftener  honored  in  the  breach  than  in  its  observ- 
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ance.  Not  alone  in  the  pews,  but  in  the  pulpit  as  well.  Judas  has  had 
always,  a  much  larger  following  than  has  "  Simon  of  Cyrene.^' 

The  address  of  "  Welcome  "  was  longer  than  the  sermon.  It  usually 
takes  longer  to  convince  a  lot  of  visitors  that  they  are  an  appreciable 
element  of  hospitality,  where  said  visitors  are  made  to  pay  $2.50  a  day, 
or  more,  for  a  hard  bed  and  the  cheapest  fare  the  market  affords." 

The  moral  of  all  this  is— that  this  welcoming  ''  Rot "  is  a  good  thing 
to  dispense  with,  not  only  in  Kentucky  and  Mississippi,  but  everywhere 
else.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  citizens  and  hotel  keepers  are  always 
glad  to  welcome  the  members  of  the  Grand  bodies  to  their  city  or  town, 
and  the  animus  of  said  welcome  is  as  apparent  as  its  heartiness.  Let  us 
quit  the  foolishness. 

There  were  present  at  the  opening:  R.'.  E.\  Sir  Hy.  T.  Jefferson, 
Grand  Commander ;  all  the  other  Grand  Oflficers,  fourteen  Past  Grand 
Commanders,  twenty-six  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from 
twenty-three  Subordinate  Commanderies,  besides  a  multitude  of  Past 
Commanders. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  all  right  as  a  business  and  liter- 
ary production,  except  the  following  remarkable  paragraph,  which 
makes  us  tired.  It  is  the  first  sympton  of  mental  aberration  we  have 
noted  in  the  deliverances  of  Grand  Commanders  south  of  the  Ohio  river, 
and  is  humiliating.    Here  it  is: 

INVASION  OF  KRNTUCKY. 

I  received  numerous  requests  from  Commanderies  of  other  Juris- 
dictions for  permission  to  appear  in  full  uniform  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  in  Louisville,  August  27-30.  Of  course,  whatever 
permission  I  possessed  was  gladly  accorded  to  such  named  bodies  of 
Templars  as  desired  to  invade  the  '  Sacred  soil  of  Kentucky,'  although 
it  was  not  necessary,  as  they  had  been  invited  and  urged  to  visit  us. 

Can  such  things  be  and  not  excite  our  pity ! 

He  made  several  decisions — none  important  and  all  correct.  He 
granted  fifty-five  dispensations  to  '^  ballot  out  of  time,"  which  shows 
his  good  judgment.  Of  the  Masonic  Home  in  Kentucky,  he  has  this  to 
say: 

THE  MASONIC  HOME  IN  KENTUCKY. 

Kentucky  has  been  as  a  beacon  light  to  the  craft ;  if  I  may  be  par- 
doned for  lauding  our  own  doings,  and  we  built  better  than  we  knew; 
for  the  establishment  of  our  Masonic  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Home  has  set 
the  pace,  and  presented  our  example  that  has  been  copied  by  many 
Grand  Jurisdictions,  as  it  deserved  to  be,  to  the  great  relief  of  hundred's 
upon  hundreds  of  deserving  poor,  who  were  largely  dependent  upon 
Free  Masonry  to  prevent  want  and  suffering. 

*  Our  Old  Kentucky  Home  '  for  Masonic  Widows'  and  Orphans'  has 
sheltered  nearly  1,200  of  those  who  had  been  bereaved  andbereftof  their 
natural  protectors,  and  with  the  exception  of  240  now  at  the  Home, 
under  charge  of  our  esteemed  and  most  excellent  Frater,  E.  Sir  Isaac  A. 
Kelly  as  Superintendent,  they  have  gone  out  into  the  world  better  fitted 
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to  fill  honored  places.'  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  the  Home  with  M. 
W.  Bro.  Harry  Bailey,  Grand  Master  of  the  Masons  in  Kentucky,  Rear 
Admiral  Winpibld  Scott  Schley,  and  other  eminent  Sir  Knights,  Janu- 
ary 30th,  escorted  by  Templars  of  Louisville ;  the  impression  then  made 
upon  all  of  us  was  most  touchingly  interesting. 

Sir  Knight  Schley  was  the  guest  of  the  local  Commanderies,  and 
was  given  arousing  reception  at  the  Gait  House  the  same  evening. 

'The  Old  Masons'  Home'  is  another  great  institution  establieiied  by 
Kentucky  Masons,  of  whom  we  are  no  inconsiderable  part.  This  Home 
is  located  one  mile  from  the  Court  House  of  Shelbyville,  and  consists 
of  a  lovely  residence  on  a  fine  farm  of  125  acres,  which  is  well  stocked 
and  conducted  as  a  dairy  farm.  Its  usefulness  is  scarcely  commenced, 
and  I  bespeak  for  it  your  hearty  support. 

The  Grand  Lodge,  having  no  home  of  its  own,  first  provided  for 
others,  now  is  building  a  Temple  in  Louisville  that  will  reflect  honor  on 
the  craft. 

His  portrait  makes  an  admirable  frontispiece  to  the  pamphlet. 

Reports  were  made  by  the  several  members  of  the  staff  as  Inspecting 
Officers,  which  reports  show  the  Order  to  be  in  good  shape  in  the  Blue 
Grass  State. 

Proceedings  routine  and  of  local  interest  only.  Total  membership 
2631,  a  gain  of  236. 

correspondence. 

Is  again  the  finished   Ashlar  of  our  venerable  brother,  Ghas.   R. 
Woodruff  and  digests  the  minutes  of  forty-five  Templar  Grands,  Mis- 
sissippi for  1901  getting  three  pages  of  polite  attention.  Of  our  brother* 
Power  he  says : 

With  deep  sadness  we  received  notice  of  the  recent  death  of  Grand 
Recorder  J.  L.  Power,  whom  we  have  known  for  many  years  and  much 
revered,  and  whose  long  Masonic  life  was  a  continued  effort  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  whole  Fraternity.  The  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  excel- 
lent appointment  of  Sir  Knight  Frbdekic  Speed. 

A  valuable  *  synopsis  of  Templar  Law  applicable  to  Commanderies,' 
is  prepared  with  great  ability  by  Sir  Knight  Speed  and  published  with 
the  proceedings. 

Brother  Chas.  is  always  kind  to  Mississippi  and  never  fails  to  have 
a  pleasant  word  for  **  we  uns,"  all  of  which  is  appreciated. 

F.  H.  Johnson,  Grand  Commander;  A.  H.  Bryant,  Grand  Recorder  ; 
Chas.  R.  Woodruff,  Reporter. 


KANSAS  — 1902. 

The  Twenty-third  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Tcpeka, 
May  13th,  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  E.  W.  Wellington,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 
AH  the  Grand  Officers,  except  the  Grand  Generalissimo,  were  present, 
together  with  representatives  from  over  40  Subordinate  Commanderies, 
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a  grand  array  of  Grand  Representatives  and  a  multitude  of  Past  Grand 
officers  and  Past  Commanders. 

The  address  is  an  epitome  of  the  events  of  a  successful  and  credita- 
ble administration.  Due  respect  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  merit  of  the 
Knightly  dead. 

He  iriade  several  decisions,  one  of  which  we  quote : 

3.  Question.  Some  of  our  Sir  Knights  are  holding  dimits  and 
are  not  affiliated  with  Lodge  and  Chapter,  and  refuse  to  do  so.  What  is 
our  duty  in  the  matter  to  carry  out  tlie  spirit  of  Section  1,  title  35,  laws 
of  the  Grand  Encampment?  It  is  necessary  to  bring  action  against 
them  in  the  Commandery  or  are  thev  to  be  simply  dropped  from  the 
rolls? 

Answkr.  Charges  should  be  preferred,  notice  given  and  trial  had. 
It  may  be  the  dimit  is  not  six  months  old  ;  it  may  be  the  Templar  has, 
in  fact  applied  for  admission  in  some  other  Lodge.  He  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard.  ( See  decision  Grand  Master,  proceedings 
Grand  Encampment  1901). 

He  believes  in  enforcing  the  law  that  sets  a  Lodge  around  the  sacred 
persons  of  the  Great  who  must  be  approached  through  the  proper  chan- 
nel, as  the  following  shows : 

CORRBSPONDENCR. 

The  laws  of  the  Grand  Encampment  are  very  explicit  relative  to 
correspondence,  and  if  the  same  were  read  oftener  in  our  Commander- 
ies  much  trouble  and  annoyance  would  be  avoided.  There  are  many 
Commanders  who  still  depend  upon  their  Recorders  to  communicate 
with  their  Grand  Commander,  and  this  discourtesy  and  neglect  of  duty 
should  not  longer  be  tolerated.  Moreover,  it  should  not  again  be  neces- 
sary to  call  the  attention  of  members  of  this  Grand  Commandery  to  the 
fact  that  all  correspondence  with  other  Grand  Jurisdictions,  or  their  sub- 
ordinates, relative  to  the  matters  or  release  of  jurisdiction,  requests  to 
confer  the  Orders,  or  other  kindred  subjects,  are  proper  matters  to  be 
referred  to  their  own  Grand  Commander;  and  yet  I  am  forced  to  call 
attention  to  the  subject  as  one  concerning  which  there  should  be  no 
doubt,  and  again  caution  the  officers  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies 
to  refer  all  questions  of  inter-jurisdictional  importance  to  their  Grand 
Commander. 

He  devotes  considerable  space  and  time  to  the  Triennial  at  Louis- 
ville and  calls  the  trip  from  "Bleeding  Kansas"  to  that  show,  aptZ- 
grimagty  and  this  "  makes  us  tired.''  Our  Kansas  brethren  seem  to  have 
cut  a  wide  swathe  on  that  occasion. 

He  classifies  the  condition  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  as  fol- 
lows :  Nine,  Rxcellent ;  eleven,  Good;  fifteen,  Fair;  four,  Poor  and  three 
as  Bad. 

He  congratulates  the  Body  on  the  condition  of  the  Order  in  that 
bailiwick,  thanks  his  subordinate  officers  for  courtesies  and  the  Order  in 
general  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him  and  closes  with  a  benediction. 

The  proceedings  were  mostly  routine  and,  per  consequence,  void  of 
general  interest. 
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The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  on  hand,  "  General  Fund  '^  of 
$2,552.17;  Triennial  Fund/'  balance  on  hand  $615.66,  and  that  the  afore- 
said **  PUgrimage"  cost  over  $1,900.  Headquarters,  which  were  located 
in  a  "  typical  Southern  home,"  only  cost  $480.00 !  for  four  days ! !  Prob- 
ably the  owners  of  the  aforesaid  '*  southern  home"  were  typical  hotel 
Jceepers.  They  certainly  were  not  **  typical  southerners."  It  is  easy  to 
see  why  our  large  cities  are  so  anxious  to  have  the  Grand  Encampment 
Conclaves  held  in  them,  but  it  is  not  so  easy  to  detect  the  leaven  of  hospi- 
tality in  the  entertainment  of  the  visitors,  about  which  the  local,  as  well 
as  the  press  of  other  cities  prate  so  much  about,  in  the  light  of  that 
$480.00.  When  I  stop  a  day  at  an  hotel,  eat  second-class  grub,  sleep  on 
a  marble  mattress,  with  bed  bugs  for  bed  fellows,  and  pay  the  clerk  $3.50 
for  the  day's  entertainment,  I  very  seldom  call  a  convention  of  the  bugs 
and  "  skeeters  "  and  pass  resolutions  of  thanks  to  the  hotel  man  for  his 
hospitality f  yfeW J  hurdly.  And  yet  this  is  exactly  how  the  thing  Tuns  at 
the  annual  and  other  meetings  of  the  different  Grand  Bodies. 

I  bopeBelden  won't  read  this,  as  be  will,  doubtless,  call  it ''  Billings- 
gate" and  unfit  for  the  ears  of  my  audience!  I  am  free  to  admit  that 
if  my  audience  is  made  up  of  fools  and  Dudes,  they  won't  like  it,  but  if 
they  are  sensible  men,  they  will  say,  amcrij  Selah,  to  it. 

The  Grand  Recorder  reported  279  Knighted  ;  43  admitted  ;  21  rein- 
stated and  4  omitted  from  last  report,  making  a  gross  gain  of  347. 

losses :  Erroneously  reported  last  year,  11 ;  died  38 ;  dimitted  79 ;  sus- 
pended 49;  and  expelled  2.  Total  losses  176;  net  gain  171.  Total  mem- 
bership 3532. 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology  we  excerpt  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Mississippi. — Eminent  Sir  John  Logan  Power,  Grand  Recorder  of 
this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  died  September  24,  1901.  He  served  as  Grand 
Recorder  thirty-one  vears.  His  lite  was  literally  devoted  to  acts  of 
charity  and  deeds  of  pure  beneficence.  He  was  known  all  over  the 
South  and  loved  and  revered  where  known.  He  was  the  children's 
best  friend.  Two  thousand  little  ones  bestowed  a  tribute  of  love  by 
scattering  fiowers  upon  his  grave.    Peace  to  bis  ashes. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Wm.  M.  Shaver,  is  the  architect  of  the  Cor- 
respondence Report,  in  which  the  minutes  of  44  Templar  Grand  Bodies 
are  carefully  and  courteously  reviewed,  Mississippi,  at  Water  Valley, 
getting  four  pages.  He  quotes,  approvingly,  from  Bro.  Waddell's  sermon, 
also  from  Grand  Commander  Jones'  address.  Commenting  on  the  lat- 
ter's  remarks  touching  the  Xmas  celebration,  he  says  : 

We  would  like  to  have  our  good  Frater  drop  in  on  Topeka  Comman- 
dery  some  Christmas  morning  and  take  part  in  our  observance.  We 
think  he  would  find  the  ceremonies  and  the  Annual  Sermon  of  the  Pre- 
late, together  with  the  voluntary  offering  for  the  poor,  as  dignified  and 
purely  christian  a  service  as  the  well  conceived  and  exceedingly  admin- 
istered ^* Offices  of  Devotion"  in  Mississippi. 
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He  dissents,  emphatically,  however,  from  Bro.  Jones*  views  in  re- 
gard to  the  ritual. 

Of  tiie  redoubtable  Speed  (our  Fred)  he  says: 

The  proceedings  were  largely  routine.  Sir  Speed,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Templar  Law,  presented  some  interesting  reports.  At  the 
preceding  Annual,  Sir  Speed  from  the  same  committee,  in  a  spirit  of 
pique  as  it  always  appeared  to  us.  reported  to  his  Grand  Commandery 
in  substance  that  the  Grand  Encampment  had  practically  usurped  all 
the  rights  of  Cominanderies  to  make  laws,  and  that  nothing  now  re- 
mained but  to  attempt  to  enforce  the  Code  of  Statutes  adopted  by  Grand 
Encampment.  He  thereupon  recommended  the  repeal  of  the  *'  Consti- 
tution, Regulations,  Rules  and  Edicts,  and  Uniform  Code  of  By-laws  for 
the  government  of  Subordinate  Commanderies  "  of  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery of  Mississippi.  This  was  done.  This  year,  Sir  Speed,  in  several 
lengthy  reports,  attempts  to  show  how  totally  inadequate  the  Grand 
Encampment  statutes  are  for  the  government  of  Grand  Commanderies. 
We  think  he  had  better  recommend  the  re-enactment  of  some  of  his 
repealed  Mississippi  statutes. 

Of  our  report  he  remarks  : 

Past  Grand  Commander  Sir  E.  George  De  Lap,  Correspondent,  pre- 
sents another  of  his  characteristic  reviews.  An  excellent  half-tone 
portrait  of  this  distinguised  Frater  furnishes  the  frontispiece  to  his 
report.  He  has  a  keen  eye  and  a  firm  mouth,  but  he  don't  look  a  bit 
savage  as  some  of  his  "solar-plexus"  blows  might  indicate.  We  are 
inclined  to  think  he  grins  when  he  delivers  one.  His  review  is  inter- 
esting from  beginning  to  end,  and  his  caustic  remarks  point  many  a 
sharp  truth. 

We  are  glad  that  our  brother  has  sense  enough  to  understand  us. 
There  are  many  good  things  in  this  report  that  we  would  like  to  "  clip" 
but  we  have  exhausted  the  Kansas  space. 

Bro.  Shaver  is  a  worthy  successor  of  our  good  Bro.  Callahan  and  we 
are  glad. 

R.*.  E.".  Sir  Thos.  L.  Bond  is  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander ;  R.*. 
E.'.  Sir  Thos.  J.  Anderson,  Grand  Recorder ;  R.\  E.*.  Wm.  W.  Shaver, 
Reporter. 


LOUISIANA  — 1902. 

The  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, February  4tli.  R.*.  E.-.  Sir  Jos.  J.  Hooper,  Grand  Commander; 
R.*.  E.*.  Richard  Lambert,  Grand  Recorder.  There  were  present  thirteen 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  several  other  Past  Grand  Officers,  fifteen 
Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  six  Subordinate  Command- 
eries. 

The  address,  which  is  very  short,  appears  to  have  been  fearfully 
mangled  as  it  went  through  the  printery  and  comes  to  ub  badly  jostled 
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in  its  rhetoric,  diction,  punctuation  and  ideas — Oli !  Richard,  Richard, 
where  had  you  been  before  you  read  that  proof! 
He  said : 

In  rendering  to  you  an  account  oi  my  stewardship  for  the  past  year, 
I  find  I  must  appeal  to  what  has  been  accomplished,  than  attempt  to 
describe  it  in  words,  believing  that  acts  and  results  apeak  louder  than 
words,  there  has  been  some  drawbacks  that  affected  me  more  than  any- 
one else;  yet  I  liad  success  through  a  trying  year,  with  the  assistance  of 
those  who  helped  to  make  it  I  acknowledge  with  thanks  and  gratitude. 

He  gives  this  rather  quaint  report  of  his  interview  with  President 
McKinley : 

On  May  the  2nd,  I  was  invited  by  the  Louisiana  Historical  Society 
totlie  reception  in  honor  of  William  McKinley,  President  of  the  United 
States  and  his  Cabinet,  at  the  Cabildo,  Jackson  Square,  and  was  presented 
by  His  Excellency  Governor  W.  W.  Heard,  as  Grand  Commander  of 
ICnights  Templar  of  Louisiana,  and  welcomed  him  with  kindest  regards 
and  best  of  wishes  of  all  Sir  Knights  of  this  Jurisdiction.  In  response 
to  same  requested  me  to  say  to  each  and  every  Sir  Knight  of  Louisiana 
he  was  sorry  at  not  having  the  pleasure  of  meeting  each  and  every  one;  to 
say  personally  for  him  would  be  pleased  to  meet  them  at  any  and 
all  times,  say  for  me  it  is  a  pleasure  of  knowing  that  I  am  one  of  them. 
On  this  occasion  I  felt  a  multitude  of  words  were  worse  than  idle. 
Standing  before  that  majestic  form  it  becomes  ordinary  men  to  keep 
silence.  He  impressed  me  with  the  great  teaching  of  our  Order:  '  To  be 
great  is  to  be  good.'  Since  our  meeting  the  voice  of  national  eulogy  and 
sorrow  unite  to  tell  us  Sir  Knight  William  McKinley  is  numbered  with 
the  dead. 

Under  the  head  of  "  Triennial  "  we  find  this : 

On  my  arrival  home  I  made  up  my  mind  to  make  a  suggestion  to 
my  successor  relative  to  costumes.  From  my  personal  observation  that 
stringent  measures  be  adopted  looking  to  a  strict  enforcement  of  the 
uniform  question,  and  that  gold  lace  improperly  added  should  be  abol- 
ished and  their  use  become  obsolete  and  that  the  regulation  costume,  in 
the  beauty  of  its  simplicity,  would  alone  be  seen.  Not  only  does  it  ap- 
pear as  it  each  individual  Knight  has  his  own  peculiar  distinction,  but 
the  Commanderies  appear  clothed  as  their  own  undisputed  fancy  had 
dictated,  in  open  contempt  and  defiance  not  only  of  the  regulations  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  but  those  of  their  own  Grand  Commandery.  In 
this  connection  I  would  suggest  that  as  little  departure  as  possible  be 
made  from  the  late  regulation  costume  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  only 
in  addition  to  same,  to  adopt  a  fatigue  coat  and  have  all  uniforms  alike, 
in  my  humble  opinion  is  the  only  way  to  obtain  uniformity,  and  make 
a  respectable  and  soldierly  appearance. 

All  this  is  a  practical  commentary  on  rotation  in  office,  without  re- 
gard to  age,  sex  or  previous  condition,  etc. 

Proceedings,  routine  and  unimportant.  Treasury  balance  }(n9.(52. 
Total  membership  376,  a  gain  of  45. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence. 

Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Recorder  both  re-elected. 
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MONTANA  — 1902, 

The  Fourteenth  Annaal  was  held  at  Helena,  September  I6th.  There 
were  present:  R.'.  K.*.  8ir  Jas.  H.  Monteath,  Grand  Coiumander;  R.*. 
£.'.  8ir  Edward  D.  Neill,  Grand  Recorder,  and  all  the  other  Grand  Offi- 
cers, also  seven  Past  Grand  Commanders  and  representatives  from  seven 
oat  of  the  ten  chartered  Commanderies  in  the  Jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Commander  opens  an  excellent  address  as  follows : 

A  short  ten  days  ago  witli  what  joyful  anticipation  did  we  look 
forward  to  the  assembling  of  this  our  Fourteenth  Annual  Conclave. 
What  jokes  and  quips  and  gleeful  and  kindly  salutations  had  we  gar- 
nered up  for  this  and  for  that  beloved  Frater,  whose  hand  we  are  privi- 
leged to  grasp  but  once  a  year.  '  Alas  for  the  mutability  of  human 
affairs ! '  How  sadly  changed  is  all  this  anticipation.  We  gather  to-day 
awed,  hushed,  with  heads  Dowed  and  hearts  wrung  with  anguish  over 
one  of  the  greatest  crimes  ever  perpetrated  against  the  Christianity  we 
are  sworn  to  cherish.  A  short  ten  days  ago,  '  £rect  in  all  the  pride  and 
strength  of  manhood,'  a  loved  member  of  our  loved  Order,  the  foremost 
citizen  of  our  land,  was  stricken  down  by  the  incarnation  of  error.  We 
stand  agast,  appalled, — the  mind  rebels  and  refuses  to  accept  as  possible 
tliis  calamity  which  confronts  us. 

Ten  days  ago  William  McKinley,  Knight  Templar,  President  of  the 
United  States,  surrounded  by  loving  friends,  attended  by  a  d'^voted  wife 
whom  he  had  almost  dragged  from  the  grave  by  unremitting  care,  ele- 
vated to  a  position  in  the  hearts  of  the  entire  civilized  world  such  as  no 
other  man  had  achieved,  a  man  whose  kindly  and  generous  nature  had 
endeared  him  to  all  who  had  come  in  contact  with  him,  a  man  who  was 
the  epitome  of  the  possibilities  of  humanity  under  our  <lemocratic  insti- 
tutions— that  such  a  man  should  be  chosen  for  the  assasin's  bullet.  Oh 
the  horror  of  it  all!  With  what  indignant  but  futile  protest  did  we  re- 
ceive the  first  news;  with  what  anxiety  has  the  whole  world  watched  for 
the  bulletins  from  his  bedside.  With  what  joy  have  we  hailed  the  wel- 
come cry  :  '  All  is  well,'  in  the  early  days  after  the  first  cruel  announce- 
ment. Alas,  for  that  hope  which  ends' in  fruition.  With  what  resigna- 
tion we  may,  with  chastened  hearts,  let  us  accept  his  last  message:  '  It 
is  God's  way.     His  will  be  done. 

He  allowed  the  Templars  of  Montana  to  act  as  an  escort  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  Sir  Wra.  McKinley,  on  the  occasion  of  his 
visit  to  the  West  last  year,  and  he  did  exactly  right  in  doing  so. 

He  reported  the  Order  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Procee<lings  devoid  of  general  interest.  Grand  Recorder  reported 
a  gain  of  55  and  a  loss  of  21,  leaving  a  net  gain  of  34.  Total  membership 
460.  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash  balance  in  hand  $1,268.52.  It  cost 
our  Montana  brethren  $270.00  to  attend  the  Triennial,  which,  as  there 
were  five  in  the  crowd,  was  clieap. 

S120.00  of  the  above  was  for  hotel  rent  and  $180.00  for  badges— 1000  of 
them  !  This  number  divided  among  five  would  be  200  a  piece,  which 
made  them  "  long "  on  badges.  Each  of  the  indomitable  five  paid 
$26.00  for  rent  of  rooms,  which  added  to  the  $270.00,  makes  the  books 
balance  and  does  away  with  the  seeming  discrepancy  between  our  first 
proposition  and  the  itemized  bill,  or  very  nearly  so. 
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The  following  was  adopted  as  a  ''Standing  Resolution: 

Resolvedf  That  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Commander 
to  visit  once  in  each  year  during  his  term  of  office,  each  and  every  Com- 
mandery  of  the  Jurisdiction,  inspect  the  same  and  exemplify  the  work 
of  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  and  in  the  event  of  his  inability,  from  any 
cause,  to  perform  such  duty,  he  shall  designate  some  elective  officer  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  to  make  such  visitation,  inspection  and  exem- 
plification. 

If  some  of  our  Right  Eminents  were  required  to  personally  exem- 
plify the  work,  it  would  be  an  unique  performance,  sure. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Is  again  the  literary  child  of  our  venerable  and  valued  friend  and 
Brother,  Past  Grand  Commander  Cornelius  Hedges,  and  like  its  prede- 
sessors,  from  the  same  source,  is  awuy  up  at,  or  near,  the  head  of  the 
procession.  We  copy  a  part  of  his  opening,  as  his  opening  and  "  conclu- 
sion "  is  about  all  that  can  be  copied,  unless  you  excerpt  an  entire  state 
at  one  time: 

It  is  two  months  later  than  usual  that  we  turn  our  attention  to  this 
department  of  our  review  work.  A  protracted  and  severe  attack  of  rheu- 
matism, as  yet  but  little  relieved,  has  compelled  the  loss  of  time  and 
many  other  things  and  left  us  in  a  physical  and  mental  condition  very 
different  from  usual  and  one  not  favorable  to  pleasant  writing.  How- 
ever, we  will  not  humor  our  disorder  enough  to  ask  exeuiption  from 
duty  and  will  trust  the  generosity  of  our  readers  and  critics  "  to  pass 
our  imperfections  by." 

An  aggravation  of  our  misery  is  the  result  of  disappointment  in  not 
being  able  to  attend  Grand  Encampment,  which  will  meet  in  about 
tliree  weeks  from  this  date  at  Louisville.  We  had  fully  intended  to  be 
there  and  liad  in  store  many  pleasant  anticipations  to  be  realized.  As 
all  of  our  Grand  Bodies  meet  in  September  and  the  weeks  before  and 
after  are  especially  busy,  we  were  very  anxious  for  a  later  date  for  Grand 
Encampment.  Still,  in  bpite  of  this,  we  should  have  gone  but  for  phys- 
ical disability.  We  are  especially  anxious  that  Grand  Encampment  shall 
stand  tirmby  the  wise  legislation  enacted  at  Pittsburg.  There  does  not 
seem  to  be  need  of  much  work  this  year  and  the  time  can  be  given  to 
the  enjoyment  of  the  pleasures  that  our  Kentucky  Praters  have  in  store. 
Especially  shall  we  miss  the  meeting  with  the  Guild,  with  whose  mem- 
bers we  enjoy  most  intimate  and  pleasant  relations. 

In  our  introduction  of  last  year  some  of  our  critics  very  properly 
regarded  us  as  ranging  outside  the  legitimate  bounds  of  Templar  Cor- 
respondence, but  our  view  comprehended  with  Templarism  the  spirit  of 
Chivalry,  which  seemed  to  us  to  be  distinctly  gaining  ground.  We  have 
been  disappointed  in  South  Africa,  but  not  elsewhere.  The  world  is  not 
given  up  to  commercialism.  We  are  all  proud  of  the  stand  our  Govern- 
ment has  taken  all  through  the  Chinese  difficulties,  not  less  than  with 
Spain.  It  18  the  spirit  of  our  people  that  prompts  and  sustains  our  Gov- 
ernment. Tlie  spirit  of  chivalry  that  prompts  the  doing  of  gracious 
actions  graciously  is,  as  we  fancy  it,  the  peculiar  cliaracteristic  of  Tem- 
plarism, rather  than  magnificent  parades  and  y)anquet8.  Such  at  least 
is  our  ideal  of  Templarism. 

We  are  sorry  our  Brother  did  not  get  to  the  Triennial,  as  he  so  earn- 
estly desired. 
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He  gives  Georgia  a  dig  in  tlie  ribs,  which  she  richly  deserves,  in  the 
following: 

The  printed  proceedings  are  a  rather  inferior  lot  owing  to  a  stress  of 
economy.  Even  the  initial  picture  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  not  as 
good  as  it  might  be,  nor  are  the  paper  or  print  first-class,  and  there  is  no 
correspondence  at  all. 

His  attention  to  Mississippi  is  very  full  and  exceedingly  pleasant. 
We  excerpt : 

Directly  after  opening.  Grand  Commandery,  90  strong,  proceeded  to 
the  Presbyterian  Church  and  listened  to  an  excellent  discourse  by  the 
Grand  Prelate,  Waddell,  from  the  text,  "The  Kingdom  of  God  is  within 
you."  It  was  our  style  of  Presbyterianism  throughout  and  if  we  had 
been  sitting  in  the  front  pew  with  Brother  De  Lap  we  are  not  sure  but 
we  would  have  applauded. 

Bro.  Waddell  is  an  Episcopalian,  but  a  good  preacher,  a  zealous  Tem- 
plar, a  christian  gentleman  and  a  lovable  man,  all  round. 

He  says  Grand  Commander  Jones'  address  is  peculiar,  in  some  re- 
spects, and  adds : 

For  instance  he  calls  Christmas  Observance  "  a  fad  "  that  should  be 
placed  on  the  retired  list.  He  seems  to  have  the  old  Puritan  prejudice 
against  Christmas,  which,  as  the  celebration  of  the  birth  of  Christ  into 
the  world,  is  the  most  important  event  in  history.  If  others  do  not  cel- 
ebrate it  as  we  think  it  ought  to  be  celebrated,  it  is  their  fault  and  loss, 
and  sin,  perhaps.  With  us  the  hour  is  unseasonable  and  few  attend  and 
these  sometimes  hurry  away.  The  idea  of  having  it  done  at  the  same 
instant  of  time  all  the  world  over  is  impracticable.  It  ought  to  be  cele- 
brated at  the  most  convenient  hour  of  the  day  and  with  families. 

The  Right  Eminent  ig  further  vexed  in  spirit  on  account  of  the  cipher 
ritual  provided  by  Grand  Encampment  to  preserve  uniformity  of  work. 
It  Heenis  as  if  lie  would  have  every  Eminent  Commander  follow  his  own 
taste  and  judgment,  perhaps  curbed  a  little  in  extravagance  by  a  Grand 
Lecturer.  We  know  that  it  is  generally  regarded  as  unpopular  to  uphold 
the  use  of  cipher  rituals,  but  after  canvassing  all  objections,  it  is  the 
best,  if  not  the  only  way,  to  reach  uniformity.  The  thousands  spent 
yearly  in  hiring  lecturers  to  dissiminate  the  work  are  entirely  an  unnec- 
essary waste  and  had  better  be  devoted  to  Homes,  hospitals  and  asylums. 

Our  Bro.  Jones  is  no  Puritan  and  has  no  "  prejudice  against  Christ- 
mas," but  exactly  the  contrary.  Neither  are  you  right  in  your  surmise 
as  to  his  ritualistic  ideas.  He  knows  as  well  as  Bro.  H.  does  that  to 
leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  Eminent  Commanders  would  be  absurd 
as  well  as  distructive  of  all  semblance  of  uniformity,  if  not  sense. 

We  copy  his  entire  review  of  our  report,  for  your  benefit  and  be- 
cause we  choose  to  do  so.    It  is  good  reading: 

Preceding  his  Correspondence  Report  is  a  picture  of  Past  Grand 
Commander  E.  G.  De  Lap,  which  we  have  long  wanted  to  see.  He  has  a 
fine,  intellectual  face  and  head,  but  impresses  one  as  not  very  strong  in 
health.  There  is  plenty  of  vigorous  health  in  his  writing.  He  has  a 
poorer  opinion  of  our  missionaries  in  China  than  we  have,  but  there  are 
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fiome,  no  doubt  who  answer  his  description,  but  not  Americans.  We 
should  hate  to  say  a  harsh  word  against  those  who  gave  up  life  in  the 
service.  Tlie  hostility  of  the  Boxers  is  more  naturally  traceable  to  the 
infamous,  false  charges  circulated  by  mandarins  who  like  the  goldsmiths 
of  Epiiesus  in  Paul's  day,  felt  their  position  and  revenues  involved.  We 
have  seen  much  of  Chinamen,  though  never  in  China.  We  knew  them 
in  Yale  near  fifty  years  ago  and  we  have  hundreds  of  them  here  in  Hel- 
ena. Tliey  have  some  excellent  characteristics,  are  smart,  industrious  and 
prudent.  On  the  other  hand  they  have  some  conspicuous  faults.  They 
don't  know  the  truth  when  they  see  it  and  often  tell  a  lie  wrhen  truth 
would  serve  them  much  better.  They  make  good  miners,  laundrymen, 
and  are  much  employed  in  the  west  for  domestic  service.  It  is  a  race 
worth  civilizing  and  Christianizing,  and  we  shall  not  be  surprised  to  see 
some  such  sudden  and  general  change  as  occurred  in  Japan.  We  don't 
profess  to  have  any  corner  on  prophesy  and  may  fail  in  our  estimate  of 
the  Chinese,  as  we  did  about  the  Boers.  The  obstinacy  of  the  latter  re- 
minds us  of  a  ram,  with  a  propensity  to  butt  anything  that  seemed  to 
invite  an  attack.  It's  owner  thinking  to  cure  this  weakness  suspended 
a  knotty  log  in  such  a  way  that  the  old  ram  could  reach  it  and  having 
started  it  in  motion  and  seeing  the  ram  well  w^armed  up  to  the  issue  re- 
tired and  waited  the  disclosures  of  the  morning.  There  was  nothing 
left  of  the  ram  but  a  piece  of  the  tail,  and  that  was  keeping  up  the 
contest  with  the  log  in  heroic  style.  What  Great  Britain  ought  to 
do  with  the  Boers  as  fast  as  they  capture  beligerents  is  to  ship  them  to 
New  Guinea  and  send  their  families  to  them,  giving  them  subsistence 
and  implements  to  start  life  anew. 

Just  now  we  are  more  interested  in  the  conflict  between  capital  and 
labor,  in  which  neither  ought  to  be  victor.  Profit-sharing  or  compulsory 
arbitration  promise  something.  It  is  too  late  to  stir  new  issues.  In  the 
language  of  the  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic,  "Our  God  is  March- 
ing On." 

With  warm  good  wishes  for  our  many  Mississippi  friends,  good- 
night. 

We  also  copy  his  conclusion  : 

Some  of  this  report  has  been  written  since  the  adjournment  of  our 
Grand  Commandery  and  since  the  death  of  our  beloved  President  by  the 
hand  of  a  vile  assassin.  Our  mingled  grief  and  indignation  are  such 
that  we  can  hardly  apeak  calmly  of  such  a  monstrous  crime.  Some  may 
differ  as  to  the  rank  of  President  McKinley  in  statesmanship,  but  there 
is  no  difference  among  men  of  all  parties,  sections,  and  creeds,  as  to  the 
purity  and  lovableness  of  his  personable  character.  In  all  the  annals  of 
crime  there  is  scarce  a  parallel  to  this.  He  was  killed  apparently  for  no 
other  cause  than  that  our  people  as  a  whole  loved  and  trusted  him.  The 
fatal  bullet  was  not  aimed  so  much  at  him  as  at  every  good  citizen  and 
lover  of  his  country.  The  execution  of  such  a  perfidious  wretch  is  no 
sufficient  expiation  of  such  a  crime.  Every  last  one  of  these  so-called 
anarchists,  enemies  of  the  human  race,  unless  otherwise  disposed  of, 
should  be  banished  to  some  cannibal  island  where  their  social  theories 
can  be  exemplified  without  harm  to  others. 

We  are  loath  to  be  compelled  to  close  this  report  with  such  feelings 
in  our  heart.  We  still  believe  that  somehow  God  will  over-rule  this 
overwhelming  crime  and  calamity  for  good,  but  we  must  blindly  follow 
faith  for  we  cannot  see. 

R.*.  E.'.  Jos.  J.  Hindson  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and 

Correspondent,  as  before. 

8 
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MlSSOURI-1902. 

The  Forty-first  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  Jefferson  City,  April 
22nd.,  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Jno.  F.  Eaton,  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  pre- 
siding. ( Grand  Commander  Clark  being  absent  from  the  State).  The 
attendance  was  very  full.  The  Deputy  and  acting  Grand  Commander 
submitted  a  short  address  which  is  confined  to  local  matters. 

The  annual  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  was  then  read  by  the 
Grand  Recorder.  This  paper  is  also  short  and  confined,  also,  to  local 
matters.  He  issued  a  dispensation  for  one  new  Commandery  at  Albany. 
No  decisions.  The  usual  batch  of  special  dispensations  were  granted  but 
all  for  legitimate  objects.  He  thinks  that  Easter,  Ascension  Day  and 
Christmas  Day  should  be  observed  by  Templars,  in  which  we  concur, 
provided  it  is  done  in  the  proper  spirit. 

He  is  justly  proud  of  the  Masonic  Home,  of  Missouri,  and  commends 
it  to  *'  your  most  careful  and  businesslike  thoughts,  acts  and  conside- 
rations." 

Proceedings  mostly  routine  and  local. 

Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  cash  balance  of  $5,783.85.  The  Superin- 
tendent of  the  "  Home  "  reports  that  there  were,  at  that  time,  133  in- 
mates ;  81  children  and  52  old  people.  Total  receipts  for  year  ending 
March,  1902,  $16,774.00;  disbursements,  $13,242.25.  The  Treasurer  reports 
a  cash  balance  of  $13,717.62,  and  cash  and  securities  held  for  account  of 
Knight  Templars  Endowment  Fund  of  Masonic  Home  of  Missouri 
$50,000.00. 

Total  chartered  Commanderies,  59;  under  dispensation  1. 

Total  membership,  4,770,  a  gain  of  162. 

GORKBSPONDBNCB. 

Grand  Recorder  Mayo  submitted  his  25th  Report  on  Correspondence 
in  which  the  transactions  of  most  of  the  Templar  Grand  Bodies  of  the 
World  are  considered  in  his  usual  courteous  and  entertaining  style,  ours 
for  1901  among  the  number.  He  quotes,  briefly,  from  Grand  Commander 
Jones'  address,  but  forbears  comment;  has  a  pleasant  and  appreciated 
w^ord  for  this  Committee,  and  quits. 

( If  some  of  our  long  winded,  tiresome  Sky  Pilots  knew  when  to  say 
amen  and  quit,  as  Bro.  Mayo  does,  the  people  would  rejoice  and  the 
cause  of  God  be  benefited ).  We  copy  our  good  Brother's  Statistical 
Table  with  thanks  to  its  author,  or  compiler: 


* 


Kniohts  Tkmplar  Statistics  for  the  Yeah  1901. 
Compiled  by  Wm.  H.  Mayo,  Grand  Recorder  of  Missouri. 


Grand  Commandery. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

District  of  Columbia 

Florida 

Georgia 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts  &  Rhode 

Island 

Michigan 

tMinnesota 

^Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  York 

North  Carolina 

North  Dakota 

Ohio 

'Oklahoma  Territory 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

iSouth  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

Grand  Encampment 


Totals 


1059  8847 


7  127300 


*Tliere  is  no  table  or  report  of  tbe  number  knighted,  athliated,  rein- 
stated, suspended,  expelled  and  died. 
tFrom  report  of  1900. 

(35) 


^Statistics  1890. 
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R.'.  E/.  Sir  Jno.  F.  Eaton  is  Grand  Commander;  R.\  E.\  Sir  W.  H. 
Mayo,  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


M  A  RYLAND  — 1901. 

The  usual  Special  Conclave  for  Installation  of  Officers  of  Subordi- 
nate Commanderies  was  held  on  the  8th  of  April.  Before  closing  "The 
Hymn,"  All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name,  was  sung  by  all  present. 
It  must  have  been  grand. 

The  Thirty-first  Annual  was  also  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
November  21st,  with  Sir  Graliam  Dukehart, Grand  Commander, presiding. 
Sir  Jno.  H.  Miller,  Grand  Recorder.  There  were  in  attendance  seven- 
teen Past  Grand  Commanders;  twenty-one  Grand  Representatives,  not 
including  purs;  representatives  of  twelve  Subordinate  Commanderies, 
and  a  multitude  of  Past  Commanders. 

Grand  Commander's  address,  while  well  prepared,  contains  but  little 
of  interest  outside  of  his  own  jurisdiction.  Appropriate  mention  is 
made  of  the  Templar  dead,  among  them  ourownBro.  Power.  He  issued 
several  dispensations,  but  refused  every  application  for  permission  to 
ballot  out  of  time. 

A  picture  of  the  Right  Eminent  adorns  the  pamphlet. 

Proceedings  routine  and  of  local  interests  mostly.  Grand  Recorder 
reported  collections  of  $1,468.00;  a  net  gain  in  membership  of  35  and  a 
total  on  the  rolls  of  1286. 

Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $776.60. 

We  note,  with  surprise  and  regret,  that  tiiey  paid  the  Grand  Captain 
of  Guard  $25.00  for  three  days  of  manual  labor,  and  their  Committee  on 
Correspondence  $50.00  for  six  months  brain  work  !  Something  wroi^g 
along  here.  They  evidently  do  not  sufficiently  discriminate  between 
brain  and  muscle.  Bro.  Miller's  reports  are  well  worth  four  times  as 
much  as  is  the  labor  of  a  man  with  his  hands  for  three  days  ! 

Grand  Recorder  Miller  is  again  the  author  of  tlie  Correspondence 
Report,  this  being  his  third  offense,  and  it  is  a  mine  of  information  and 
a  credit  to  its  author. 

Under  Arizona  and  speaking  of  our  Dude  friend,  Belden,  he  says: 

He  is  not  a  great  admirer  of  Frater  De  Lap  of  Mississippiand  calls  him 
the  erratic  critic.  Now,  we  are  a  great  admirer  of  both  of  these  gentle- 
men and  think  both  are  honest  in  their  convictions  and  only  differ  in 
their  modes  of  expression. 

The  difference  between  us,  Bro.  Miller,  is  that  Belden  is  young 
enough  to  **  know  it  all  "  and  be  a  Dude,  while  we  have  been  here  long 
enough  to  learn  that  the  wisest  among  us  is  but  a  novice  in  knowledge, 
and  a  poor  judge  of  the  character  of  his  fellows,  with  only  their  words 
for  guide. 
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Bro.  Miller's  attention  to  Mississippi,  for  1901,  is  very  full,  over  three 
pages,  and  very  courteous  and  brotherly.  He  copies  extensively  from 
Commander  Jones' address,  saying:  "Grand  Commander  is  opposed  to 
printed  rituals  and  believes  in  the  good  old  Masonic  doctrine  of  mouth 
to  ear  instruction.    He  then  quotes  that  part  of  the  address. 

He  evidently  thinks  that  Fred's  law  report  is  a  little  shaky  and'he 
may  be  right,  as  we  have  noticed  considerable  symptoms  cranhenorum 
stupendicus  in  some  of  his  literary  effusions.  If  he  gets  any  worse,  we 
will  confine  him. 

He  epitomizes  our  report  opening  as  follows : 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Knight  E.  G. 
De  Lap,  P.'.  G.".  C.*.,  and  covers  102  pages.  If  Frater  De  Lap  had  been 
raised  a  cook,  his  dishes  would  have  been  prepared  with  a  piquant  sauce 
that  would  have  cured  many  weak  stomachs.  There  is  one  thing,  how- 
ever, about  this  brilliant  writer  that  we  can  not  understand  and  that  is 
how  a  man  with  such  loving  sympathy  for  those  who  have  been  bereaved 
by  the  death  of  a  loved  one  can  have  so  much  'Miell"  in  his  religion. 
We  fear  that  he  has  so  much  disgust  for  a  hypocrite  that  he  thinks  there 
should  be  a  place  of  punishment  for  them  after  death  and  does  not  hes- 
itate to  send  them  there  during  life;  or,  rather,  to  warn  them  of  their 
fate. 

We  beg  to  suggest  to  Bro.  Miller  that  there  is  no  Hell  in  our  religion.' 
We  find  a  warrant  for  our  hellish  ideas  in  God's  Book  and  we  know 
of  no  better  place  for  hypocrites  than  the  hottest  corner  of  it.  We 
would  like  to  devote  more  space  to  Bro.  M.  and  Maryland,  but  must 
forbear. 

R.'.  E.\  Sir  Chas.  Clark  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent,  as  before. 


MAINE  — 1902. 

The  Fifty-first  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Portland,  May  3rd. 
R.*.  E.*.  Clayton  J.  Farrington,  Grand  Commander;  R.*.  E.\  Stephen 
Berry,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand  Ofiicers  were  present,  and 
representatives  from  all  the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  19;  also  14  Past 
Grand  Commanders,  about  60  Past  Commanders  and  28  Grand  Represen- 
tatives, including  ovirs,  Bro.  Drummond. 

The  address  is  a  business  document.    We  excerpt  the  opening: 

Partially  regretful,  yet  altogether  content,  I  present  to  you  a  sum- 
mary of  my  doings  for  the  past  year.  Wldle  I  have  not  accomplished 
all  that  I  desired,  I  am  content  to  know  that  I  have  striven  to  discharge 
every  official  duty  with  the  high  purpose  and  singleness  of  heart  for 
the  prosperity  of  your  affairs  committed  to  my  hands.  There  has  been 
nothing  to  disturb  the  peaceful  relations  which  we  hold  with  other  Grand 
Jurisdictions,  and  it  has  been  a  year  of  harmony  and  prosperity  in  our 
own  jurisdiction.  I  am  happy  to  report  that  we  have  made  a  substan- 
tial gain  in  membership.  Our' twenty  commanderies  have  knighted  324 
during  the  year. 


38  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

We  can't  see  how  a  man  can  be  '*  altogether  content "  when  he  has 
anything  to  regret,  but  our  brother  of  Maine  seems  to  be  able  to  do  it. 

He  pays  appropriate  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  Knightly  dead, 
including  our  Brother  Power. 

He  issued  a  lot  of  dispensations  for  **  pilgrimages,"  permissions  to 
enler  his  bailiwick  in  fuss  and  feathers,  in  search  of  the  "  Holy  Grail " 
**  and  for  other  purposes,"  all  of  which  is  within  the  compass  of  their 
"  Bill  of  Rights,"  but  it  seems  extremely  childish  to  us. 

Proceedings  are  devoid  of  general  interest. 

Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash  balance  in  hand  of  $3,291.45 ;  total 
.  membership,  3829,  a  gain  of  239. 

Bro.  Stephen  Berry  presented  the  report  on  correspondence,  which 
he  opens  as  follows : 

We  commence  our  twenty-seventh  annual  report  on  the  full  moon 
of  August, when  the  Correspondents  are  assembled  around  the  hospitable 
board  at  the  Pendennis  Club  in  Louisville.  We  can  see  them  in  fancy, 
with  Woodruff  gracefully  presiding,  friendship  ruling  the  board  and  wit 
and  humor  charming  away  the  hours.  For  us  the  table  is  full,  as  we  see 
there  all  the  fine  spirits  we  have  known  and  loved  in  the  past,  why  should 
they  not  come  back  for  this  one  evening,  as  well  as  we  who  are  kept 
away  in  the  body  but  are  there  in  spirit.  Corson,  Simons  and  Connor 
are  the  life  of  the  party,  for  they  were  always  merry  when  beards  wagged 
all  at  the  feast,  while  Gurney  and  Cruft  sit  grave  but  smiling,  enjoying 
the  fun.  Cruft  was  a  grim  old  warrior  whom  few  knew  intimately, 
whose  soldiers  feared  but  loved  him,  yet  whose  heart  was  kind  and 
simple  as  a  child's. 

But  as  the  feast  goes  on  we  find  many  are  silently  summoned  away, 
one  by  one,  Corson,  Simons,  Gurney,  Cruft,  Say  re,  Scott,  Carpenter,  Good, 
Brown,  Innis,  Pierson,  Adreon,  Chapman,  Bell,  Hornor,  Isaacs,  Connor,  ' 
Fellows,  Long,  Wheeler,  McCoy,  Carson,  Guilbert,  Fisher,  Ruckle,  Cas- 
well. They  are  missed,  but  the  night  goes  on.  We  look  out  at  the  full 
moon,  which  goes  on  silently  up  the  sky, 

**  Goddess  excellently  bright," 

and  wonder  not  that  the  Greeks  should  have  made  Apollo  and  Diana  the 
angels  of  death,  nor  that  the  psalm  should  say,  "The  sun  shall  not  smite 
thee  by  day,  nor  the  moon  by  night." 

His  review  of  Mississippi  is  of  the  current  year.  We  are  somewhat 
surprised  at  this,  in  his  review  of  our  report. 

'*  As  he  wades  in,  he  strikes  out  as  follows,  speaking  of  Hirn^yve  pro- 
fess to  follow:  "  **  It  is  proper  to  remark,  right  here,  that  profession  is 
about  all  there  is  of  it,  both  in  the  Order  of  the  Temple  and  in  the 
churches." 

Now  if  there  is  anything  in  the  extract  he  quotes  from  us  or  in  any 
word  or  expression  of  ours,  that  has  a  tinge  of  irreverence  for  the  author 
of  our  redemption,  we  would  be  glad  to  have  our  brother  point  it  out. 
The  passage  quoted  cannot,  by  any  stretch  of  the  imagination,  be  made 
to  apply  as  he  seems  desirous  of  having  it. 

R.\  E.\  Sir  Fred.  W.  Plaisted isGrand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  continued. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RHODE  ISLAND  — 1902. 

The  Ninety-bixth  Semi-annual  met  at  Providence^  May  22d.  The 
attendance  was  large. 

The  address  is  long  and  confined  to  local  matters.  He  authorized 
sundry  of  his  subordinates  to  be  pious  in  uniforms  and,  in  one  instance, 
the  dispensation  uuMiorized  *'the  banners  of  the  Order  to  be  displayed 
in  the  churcli  during  the  service."  Can  such  as  these  be  called  accepta- 
ble service  ? 

Tlie  Committee  on  Law  made  report  on  matters  refered.  to  it  at  the 
Annual  Conclave  and  from  it  we  excerpt  the  following: 

Question  was  asked  whether  a  "  whist  party  "  given  by  a  Comman- 
dery  would  be  in  contravention  to  a  by-law  which  provides  that  **  no 
funds  of  theCommandery  shall  be  appropriated  to  purposes  foreign  to 
the  direct  objects  of  Templar  Masonry,"  or,  in  other  words,  "  is  a  whist 
party  a  direct  object  of  Templar  Masonry?"  To  the  first  question  the 
Grand  Commander  replied  that  it  would  ;  and  to  the  second,  that  a 
"  whist  party,"  as  such,  was  not  a  direct  object  of  Templar  Masonry. 

The  Committee  remarks :  It  is  a  wonder  that  such  questions  were 
asked;  an  inquiry  whether  a  ''whist  party"  is  a  direct  object  of  Tem- 
plar Masonry  is  simply  ridiculous;  the  question  whether  a  prize  fight  or 
a  base-ball  game  is  a  part  of  Commandery  business  would  be  equally 
pertinent. 

The  Ninety-sixth  Annual  was  held  in  the  "  Hub  of  the  Universe," 
October  23rd.  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Geo.  E.  Hilton,  Grand  Commander.  All  the 
staff  were  present,  also  14  Past  Grand  Commanders,  some  visitors  from 
abroad  and  delegates  from  all  the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  46  in 
number. 

The  address  is  a  Massachusetts  paper  which  means  that  it  is  gram- 
matically perfect,  faultless  in  diction  and  didactic  in  character.  Appro- 
priate tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  merit  of  the  magnanimous  dead. 

He  granted  lots  of  permits  to  make  "pilgrimages,"  go  to  church 
dressed  up,  call  on  neighbors  and  receive  calls  in  their  good  clothes,  and 
witli  music  and  banners.  We  do  wish  our  Eastern  brethren  would  let 
up  on  that  poor,  old  word,  "  Pilgrimage."  It  has  been  on  duty  since 
the  passion  of  our  Lord  and  ought  to  have  a  rest.  Besides,  an  ordinary 
pic-nic,  excursion  or  jaunt  is  not  a  pilgrimage  in  any  sense. 

The  R.'.  E.*.  is  careful  to  note  that  he  did  not  allow  his  henchmen  to 
invade  other  States  of  the  Union  without  permission  asked  and  obtained 
from  the  seneschal  of  each ! 

No  decisions. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  mostly  local  in  interest. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Recorder  shows  a  net  gain  in  membership 
for  the  year  of  337  and  a  total  membership  of  13,692.  The  Treasury  bal- 
ance is  $7,136.36. 

Our  Rev.  Bro.  Rugg  is  again  the  author  of  the  Correspondence  re- 
port, which  covers  112  pages,  and  reviews  the  minutes  of  44  Templar 
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Grands  in  his  usual  instructive  and  courteous  style,  Mississippi,  for  1902, 
receiving  her  full  quota  of  attention. 

He  opens  his  review  of  Mississippi  as  follows : 

The  proceedings  for  the  current  year  are  prefaced  by  a  brief  report 
of  an  Emergent  Conclave,  convened  in  the  city  of  Jaclison,  September 
25th,  1901,  at  the  funeral  of  Sir  Kni^sht  John  Logan  Power,  late  Grand 
Recorder,  deservedly  honored  for  his  long  and  useful  connection  with 
Freemasonrv  and  the  Templar  Order,  and  for  his  many  noble  qualities 
of  mind  and  heart.  His  portrait  forms  the  frontispiece  of  the  proceed- 
ings now  in  hand,  which  are  also  ornamented  by  the  portrait  of  the 
present  Grand  Commander,  Oliver  L.  McKay. 

"  Ornamented  "  is  the  right  word,  Bro.  Rugg,  Bro.  Ollie  is  an  orna- 
ment wherever  you  put  him. 

He  speaks  approvingly  of  Brother  Miller's  sermon.  Says  Grand  Com- 
mander Howard  made  a  brief  and  sensible  report  of  his  official  acts,  etc. 
He  quotes  Grand  Recorder  Speed's  opening  of  his  report,  is  pleased  with 
the  appropriation  for  the  Power  Monument  which  was  1250.00  instead  of 
$100.00,  as  you  have  it  Brother  Rugg.  He  says  some  flattering  things  of 
this  Committee,  which  are  highly  appreciated. 

We  copy  a  part  of  his  conclusion,  which  shows  that  he  is  not  pessi- 
mistic : 

In  these  auspicious  days  continued  stress  should  be  placed  upon  the 
fundamentals  in  Freemasonry  and  Templary,  the  need  of  individual 
attachment  thereto,  and  the  call  for  personal  service  in  accord  therewith. 
Traditions  and  associations,  rituals  and  ceremony,  drill  and  parade,  fel- 
lowship and  festivities,  are  among  the  things  to  be  recognized  as  impor- 
tant aajuncts  in  the  proper  expression  of  our  Institution ;  but  the  essen- 
tial element  is  of  moral  quality,  and  depends  upon  the  personal  devo- 
tion of  its  members  to  the  principles  it  embodies  and  the  truths  it  rep- 
resents. Fidelity  to  these  will  safeguard  the  Order  amidst  all  perils,  and 
ensure  its  ever  increasing  usefulness. 

We  write  these  closing  words,  liaving  the  same  feeling  that  we  ex- 
pressed at  the  beginning  of  this  report;  nothing  doubting  the  forward 
movement  of  individuals  and  institutions,  and  of  communities  and  na- 
tions, toward  light  and  liberty— toward  new  attainments  and  larger  ac- 
complishments of  service  and  blessing. 

R.*.  E.\  Sir  Geo.  H.  Kenyon  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 


MICHIGAN  — 1902. 

Forty-sixth  Annual  at  Detroit,  June  10th.  R.\  E.*.  Sir  Chas.  R.  Haw- 
ley,  Grand  Commander,  presiding,  and  all  the  Grand  Officers ;  17  Past 
Grand  Commanders,  about  100  Past  Eminent  Commanders  and  represen- 
tatives from  40  out  of  47  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  present. 

Preliminary  to  the  opening  a  speech  of  welcome  was  made  by  Sir 
Knight  Warren,  and  responded  toby  the  Grand  Commander.     We  note, 
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with  much  pleasure,  tliat  neitlier  orator  referred  to  the  Crusades  and 
the  founders  of  the  original  Order.  If  there  were  any  particularly  pious 
people,  in  those  times  or  any  that  would  serve  as  proper  models  for  the 
Templars  of  our  day,  we  have  not  read  about  them.  Take  Peter,  tlie 
Hermit's  {cang,  for  instance,  notliing  but  a  horde  of  religious  fanatics, 
but  throats,  robbers,  etc.,  who  simply  used  religion  as  a  cloak  to  justify 
their  devilment. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  elegant  paper.  We  excerpt 
the  following  from  his  opening : 

What  more  fitting  time  in  all  the  year  for  us  to  assemble  in  conclave 
than  in  this  month  of  perfect  days  and  rare  loveliness.  As  one  looks 
about  him,  seeing,  knowing  and  feeling  the  marvelous  resurrection  of 
nature,  one  knows  of  the  truth, 

'*Tis  Heaven  itself  that  points  out  a  hereafter, 
And  intimates  eternity  to  man." 

But  for  this  blessed  hope  of  immortality,  this  belief  of  the  resurrec- 
tion, this  world  of  bright  sunshine  and  singing  birds,  of  earthly  ties  and 
of  loyal  hearts  would  indeed  be  a  hollow  mockery  and  life  not  what  it 
seems.  To  make  of  life,  death  and  the  vast  forever  one  grand  sweet 
song  is  the  duty  not  only  but  the  privilege  of  every  true  hearted 
man,  every  loyal  Knight  Templar.  There  lie  within  the  reach  of  all 
means  for  advancement,  physically,  mentally  and  morally.  To  appro- 
priate to  oneself  the  best  and  surest  means  of  progress  is  to  put  on  the 
armor  of  God  and  to  battle  manfully  against  his  foes  with  wisdom, 
courage  and  constancy.  To  have  been  permitted,  year  after  year,  to 
work  in  the  ranks  as  a  knight  of  the  Temple  is  to  have  realized  the  up- 
lift and  the  three-fold  value  of  Templar  associations,  its  loyalty  of  friend- 
ship, its  oneness  in  brotherhood  and  its  harmony  of  purpose,  it  is  to 
have  felt  the  inspiration,  to  press  ever  forward  to  tiie  mark  of  the  high 
calling  and  to  have  in  our  heart  to-day  as  one  stands  in  review  of  the 
year  that  has  passed  a  deep  sense  of  gratitude  and  praise  for  the  fellow- 
ship of  human  hearts.  Thanks  to  its  tenderness,  its  joys  and  its  fears, 
and  thanks  that  lie  too  deep  for  words. 

He  devotes  considerable  space  to  the  Triennial  at  Louisville  and  the 
Wolverines  seem  to  have  been    **  it "  at  that  gathering. 

He  made  three  decisions  of  minor  importance. 

His  dispensations  were  numerous,  but  all  for  proper  purposes.  His 
visitations  were  quite  extensive  and,  no  doubt,  produced  good  results. 

His  portrait  adorns  the  pamphlet.  We  say  *' adorns,''  because  that 
is  the  word. 

Proceedings  were  of  local  interest  to  a  large  extent. 

Grand  Recorder  Anthony  reported  gross  gains,  440;  losses  213;  net 
gain  227.    Total  membership  6,107. 

Grand  Treasurer  Pomeroy  reported  a  cash  balance  of  $7,175.51. 
Pretty  good  for  a  year  following  a  Triennial. 

From  the  exhaustive  and  able  report  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology, 
we  clip  the  following: 

Eminent  Sir  John  Logan  Power  died  at  Jackson,  Miss.,  September 
24,  1901,  in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of  his  age.    Eminent  Sir  Power  was 
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for  thirty-one  years  Grand  Recorder  of  his  Grand  Comnaandery  and 
died  in  office.  He  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the  affairs  of  his  State  as 
well  as  in  the  Masonic  Order.  He  entered  the  service  of  the  Confederacy 
as  a  private  in  Wither's  artillery  and  subseqaently  served  as  Sergeant 
and  Regimental  Adjutant  until  appointed  by  the  Confederate  Congress 
Superintendent  of  Array  Records.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  estab- 
lished the  Mississippi  Standard  at  Jackson,  and  in  1875  was  elected  State* 
Printer.  To  this  office  he  was  re-elected  five  times  in  succession  and 
finally  in  1895  he  was  elected  Secretary  of  State.  He  was  a  veritable 
good  Samaritan.  Charitable  and  eleemosynary  institutions,  the  widowed 
and  the  fatherless,  the  weak,  the  sick  and  the  infirm  all  knew  his  minis- 
tering hand.  His  Grand  Commander  says  of  him,  "  No  one  can  fill  his 
place.  Otiiers  may  do  a  part  of  his  work  but  no  one  man  can  accom- 
plish all  that  he  did,  and  there  is  no  man  who  stands  as  high  aa  he  did 
in  the  affections  of  all  the  people  of  this  commonwealth." 

"  Keep  me  as  the  apple  of  the  eye,  hide  me  under  the  shadow  of  thy 
wings." 

The  report  of  the  Law  Committee  occupies  less  than  one  page,  which 
shows  that  the  Sir  Knights  of  Michigan  know  the  law  better,  or  that  the 
Committee  is  not  so  wise  as  is  ours. 

It  was  made  a  matter  of  grateful  record  that  Past  Deputy  Grand 
Commander  Chas.  I.  Hill,  of  Muskegan  Commandery  No.  22,  had,  during 
the  past  year,  at  his  own  expense  and  on  his  own  account,  as  an  expres- 
sion of  his  high  regard  for  his  brethren  and  companions,  erected  a  very 
handsome  temple  which  had  been  turned  over  to  tiie  Masonic  fraterni- 
ty, etc. 

This  is  about  as  proper  and  beautiful  monument  as  our  good  brother 
could  have  built  for  himself. 

A  Contingent  Fund  of  $200.00  for  the  Grand  Recorder  and  $300.00 
for  tlie  Grand  Commander  for  incidental  expenses  of  their  respective 
offices,  were  created.    A  good  idea,  if  the  cash  is  available. 

Past  Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Recorder  Anthony,  presents  his 
fourth  report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  he  digests  the  minutes  of  41 
Templar  legislatures.  Of  course  the  report  is  a  good  one,  ae  Michigan 
literature  generally  is.    We  excerpt  his  prologue : 

I  present  herewith  my  fourth  report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence 
and  solicit  tor  it  your  charitable  consideration.  This  being  the  year  in 
which  the  Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  was  held  we 
have  included  herein  a  brief  summary  of  thedoinj^sof  this  august  body. 
We  are  particularly  pleased  and  believe  it  a  matter  of  general  congratu- 
lation, that  the  final  settlement  of  the  relation  existing  between  Ancient 
Craft  Masonry  and  the  Templar  Order  has  been  fixed.  Hereafter  a 
Templar  must  maintain  his  membership  in  Lodge  and  Chapter  to  re- 
main in  good  standing  in  his  Commandery.  Many  of  the  friends  of  the 
law  were  led  to  believe  such  an  onslaught  was  to  be  made  upon  it  by 
those  opposed  to  the  measure,  tliat  its  entire  repeal  would  be  had,  but 
when  the  time  came  it  was  after  some  discussion  quietly  reaffirmed  by  a 
large  majority.  We  can  now  feel  that  it  has  become  Templar  I^w  and 
that  good  results  will  follow. 

Our  brother's  review  of  Mississippi,  liM)l-2,  is  very  full,  pleasant  and 
fraternal.  He  quotes  Grand  Commander  Jones  on  the  Ritual,  and 
remarks : 
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We  fail  to  understand  just  what  course  the  frater  would  pursue. 
We  certainly  must  have  a  Ritual  from  some  authorized  source.  Better 
fau*,  in  our  opinion,  that  it  should  emanate  as  now  from  the  Grand  En- 
campment and  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States,  than  to  re- 
main as  formerly  for  each  Grand  Commandery  to  promulgate  their  own. 

He  has  this  to  say  of  this  Committee: 

Frater  De  Lap  presents  his  twenty-sixth  report  in  his  usual  vigorous 
style.  He  starts  out  by  '*  lambasting  "  the  intelligent  compositor  for  so 
frequently  destroying  the  meaning  of  his  literary  productions  and  says 
they  will  be  called  upon  to  answer  for  their  ''devilment"  some  time. 
He  cites  as  a  sample  where  he  wrote  the  ''  wood  of  the  cross  "  and  the 
aforesaid  compositor  printed  it  ''word  of  the  cross/'  thus  eliminating 
entirely  the  sense  he  desired  to  express.  Possibly  its  owing  to  the  poor 
writing  of  the  correspondent.  Our  experience  has  been  that  the  printer 
more  frequently  corrects  our  errors  tlian  creates  them. 

Your  solution  of  the  problem,  Bro.  Anthony,  won't  do.  This  Com- 
mittee writes  an  elegant  (?)  hand  and  the  fault  is  where  we  put  the 
blame???? 

He  quotes  from  Grand  Prelate  Waddell's  sermon,  approvingly. 

Referring  to  our  remarks  anent  Dispensations,  allowing  Templar 
parades  on  Memorial  Day,  he  says : 

The  Memorial  Day  brand  of  dispensations  was.  entirely  correct  as 
we  conclusively  have  shown  on  more  than  one  occasion  and  we  tliink 
Frater  De  Lap,  if  questioned  at  the  present  time  would  so  admit.  It  is 
all  very  nice  and  proper  to  give  God  the  glory  for  saving  the  country  in 
1865,  but  the  instrumentality  he  used  was  the  strong  right  arms  of  an 
overpowing  northern  host,  and  even  then  it  was  not  accomplished  until 
their  adversaries  were  crowded  into  the  "  last  ditch."  Napoleon  said, 
"  That  God  was  always  on  the  side  of  the  strongest  battalions  "  and  our 
observance  in  practical  life  is  that  he  was  correct. 

Allowing  your  contention  to  be  correct,  what  is  the  use  of  recalling 
the  "  overpowering  northern  host  "  part  of  the  family  quarrel  ?  None 
at  all  and  Henry  knows  it.  Napoleon  simply  lied  when  he  said  "  God 
was  always  on  the  side  of  the  strongest  battalions."  How  about  Gideon 
and  his  300?  and  the  Colonies  in  the  American  Revolution?  God  is 
always  on  the  side  of  right,  without  regard  to  the  strength  of  the  bat- 
talions on  either  side.    To  say  otherwise  is  blasphemy. 

We  copy  his  conclusion : 

The  end  of  another  short  year  is  here  and  our  report  for  1902  is  fin- 
ished, and  we  lay  aside  our  work  like  a  tired  child  its  toys,  anxious  for 
the  rest  in  prospect. 

There  is  absolutely  nothing  disquieting  in  Templar  circles.  The  law 
relating  to  dependent  membership  has  been  reaffirmed  and  is  meeting 
with  loyal  obedience  on  the  part  of  all. 

The  loss  by  death  of  the  President  during  the  year  has  been  the  all 
absorbing  topic,  but  at  this  writing  the  clouds  of  gloom  which  hung  so 
heavily  over  the  country  are  beginning  to  show  their  silver  lining.  We 
have  learned  to  know  that  this  government  of  ours  is  not  dependent  for 
its  existence  on  the  life  of  any  man.  That  it  is  greater,  grander,  and 
more  enduring  than  any  human  thing.    Though  men  may  come  and 
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men  may  go,  this  Republic  of  ours  lives  on  forever.     As  Julia  Ward 
Howe  sung : 

"  And  God  is  marching  on." 

Before  we  say  good-bye  we  extend  botli  our  thanks  and  apologies. 
Thanks  to  our  Companions  of  the  Round  Table  for  the  many  kind  and 
encouraging  words  received  at  their  hands ;  and  apologies  that  our 
work  is  not  more  fully  up  to  the  high  standard  of  the  work  of  our  co- 
laborers.    With  a  fervent  God  bless  you  every  one.         »         ♦        ♦        * 

For  the  purpose  of  denying  the  proposition  of  Julia  Ward  Howe, 
that  "  God  is  marching  on."  A  being  of  infinite  power,  glory  and  ma- 
jesty and  whose  Being  fills  all  space,  whose  eye  scans  the  limits  of  the 
universe  and  notes  the  sparrow's  fall,  whose  almighty  arm  encircles  cre- 
ation and  whose  love  redeemed  our  fallen  race  is  not  ''marching  on." 
Such  a  sentiment  is  inconsistent,  improper  and  inexcusable. 

R.\  E.'.  Sir  James  Findlater  is  Grand  Commander  ;  H.  L.  Anthony, 
Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


MINNESOTA  — 1902. 

The  Thirty-seventh  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  St.  Paul,  April 
30th.,  R.'.  £.'.  Sir  Gehiel  W.  Chamberlin,  Grand  Commander,  presiding; 
R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Thomas  Montgomery,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  Grand  Offi- 
cers; nine  Past  Grand  Commanders;  a  lot  of  Past  Commanders,  Grand 
Representatives  and  Representatives  of  twenty-five  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies  were  in  attendance. 

The  address  of  the  Right  Eminent  is  quite  lengthy,  well  written,  and 
contains  the  gist  of  his  administrative  acts,  most  of  which  were  devoid 
of  general  interest. 

He  reports  a  "  gay  and  festive  time"  at  Louisville,  and  the  expendi- 
ture of  all  the  cash  provided  for  that  outing.  Appropriate  mention  is 
made  of  the  Knightly  dead,  among  them  President  McKinley  and  our  own 
Brother  Power,  His  official  visitations  were  quite  general.  Under  the 
head  of  "  Decisions  "  we  find  these  decisions: 

On  the  occasion  of  my  official  inspection  of  Darius  Commandery,  No. 
7,  during  the  opening  ceremonies,  the  P.  W.  W.  was  communicated 
across  the  lines,  with  the  lines  about  six  feet  apart  and  in  an  audible 
tone.  Some  comment  being  made  upon  the  method  of  its  communica- 
tion, I  was  requested  by  the  Eminent  Commander  for  a  decision  as  to 
whether  it  had  been  correctly  communicated.  Not  finding  any  law  gov- 
erning the  point,  I  wrote  to  tlie  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  the  United  States,  us  follows: 

Hkadquarteks  Grand  Commandkry  of  Minnesota,     \ 

St.  Paul,  March  31,  1902.  [ 

M.'.  /''.'.  Sir  Hcnrij  Bates  Stoddard,  Grand  MaMer  Grand  Kncam}>menl  of  K,  T. 
of  the  V.  »S'.,  Bryan,  Texas  : 

Most  Eminent  and  Dear  Sir:  Will  you  kindly  favor  me  with  a  de- 
cision on  the  following  point:     While  making  a  recent  inspection  I 
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heard  the  P.  W.  W.  communicated  as  follows :  The  two  lines  standing 
at  least  six  feet  apart,  forming  an  arch  of  steel  and  the  word  was  com- 
municated in  an  ordinary  conversational  tone.  I  inquired  of  the  Com- 
mander where  he 'got  his  authority  from  and  he  said  he  liad  heard  it  so 
given  in  Illinois  and  that  he  could  find  nothing  in  the  Ritual  which  pre- 
vented giving  it  in  that  way.  It  has  always  been  given  in  this  Jurisdic- 
tion the  same  as  the  P.  P.  W.  with  hand  on  slioulder,  etc.,  and  in  a 
wliisper. 

Will  you  kindly  decide  whether  this  is  correct  and  greatly  oblige, 
Courteously  and  sincerelv  yours, 

JEHIEL  WESTON  CHAMBERUN, 

Grand  Commander. 

To  which  the  Grand  Master  replied  as  follows: 

Grand  Encampmknt  of  K.  T.  op  the  U.  S.  of  America,     \ 

Bryan,  Texas,  April  12,  1902./     - 

/.    W.  Chamherliriy  Grand  Comrnandn-^  St.   Paul^  Minn.  : 

Right  Eminent  Sir:  This  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  yours  of 
March  3lst.,  contents  of  which  have  been  considered.  The  Ritual  re- 
quires tiiatthe  word  sfiall  be  given  **  witli  four  cuts  of  the  sword  and 
under  an  arch  of  steel."     Nothing  is  said  as  to  the  tone  of  voice. 

Fraternally  yours, 

HENRY  BATES  STODDARD. 

After  careful  consideration  of  the  above,  we  fail  to  find  anything 
that  looks  like  a  plain,  ordinary  decision.  One  would  infer  from  the 
Grand  Master's  note  that  "  you  pay  your  money  and  take  your  choice." 
We  beg  to  dissent  from  such  license.  The  ritual  requires  certain  pre- 
ludes and  certain  positions  to  be  assumed,  when  giving  or  receiving 
these  words  and  in  our  opinion  these  requirements  should  be  observed 
both  when  in  line  and  by  twos.  When  in  the  asylum  they  may  be  given 
audibly  or  in  a  whisper. 

His  dispenations  were  for  proper  objects.  Two  of  the  Subordinate 
Commanderies  were  pious  at  Easter.  We  were  never  partial  to  this  sort 
of  godliness,  but  some  people  seem  to  enjoy  it.  His  portrait  adorns  the 
pamphlet. 

The  "  stafF"  as  inspecting  officers  seem  to  have  been  very  faithful 
and  thorough  in  discharging  the  duties  assigned  them. 

The  proceedings  are  barren  of  anything  startling.  The  Grand  Treas- 
urer reports  a  cash  balance  in  hand  of  $2,505.06 — just  $11.02  less  than  last 
year. 

They  believe  in  large  committees  up  there,  having  nine  members  in 
the  law  committee.  Probably  they  endorse  tlie  proverb  of  the  "  Wise 
Man  "— "  In  a  multitude  of  counsellors  there  is  safety."  Total  member- 
ship 2,889,  a  gain  of  107. 

Our  good  friend  and  brother  Past  Grand  Commander,  and  Grand  Re- 
corder Montgomery  presented  his  thirteenth  annual  review  as  Correspon- 
dent, in  which  he  digests  the  proceedings  of  forty-three  Templar  govern- 
ing bodies  in  his  usual  style,  Mississippi  for  1901  and  2  among  the  number. 
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Glancing  through  the  report  we  iind  that  our  brother  manages  to  tell 
all  that  is  done,  but  fails  to  say  whether  it  suits  his  idea  of  the  *'  eternal 
fitness  of  things,"  or  not,  which  is  wrong.  His  attention  to  our  pamphlet 
is  full  and  fraternal. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Roland  H.  Hartley  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recor- 
der and  Correspondent  is  continued. 


NEBRASKA  — 1902. 

The  Thirtieth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Omaha,  April  10th. 
R/.  E.*.  Sam  P.  Davidson,  Grand  Commander;  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Francis  E. 
White,  Grand  Recorder ;  Representatives  of  twenty-three  out  of  the 
twenty-four  Subordinate  Commanderies,  together  with  a  long  list  of  Past 
Commanders;  twelve  Past  Grand  Commanders  ;  and  twenty-five  Grand 
Representatives  were  in  attendance.  The  Grand  Commander's  address  is 
very  short  and  barren  of  matters  of  general  interest.  The  author's  por- 
trait makes  a  nice  frontispiece,  although  his  mustache  is  longer  than 
required  by  the  "  Regulations.''  He  issued  a  few  of  the  ordinary  dis- 
pensations to  ballot  out  of  time,  which  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  do.  He 
made  no  decisions. 

Proceedings  routine.  Total  membership  1 ,735,  a  gain  of  75.  Finances 
in  good  shape.  We  note  that  when  a  brother  makes  a  motion  or  is  re- 
ferred to  in  the  minutes,  the  number  of  his  Commandery  is  given — for 
example — **The  following  report  from  the  Committee  on  Credentials  was 
presented  by  Sir  Knight  Jackson,  15,  etc."  As  we  fail  to  see  any  good 
reason  for  this  custom  we  suggest  that  our  Nebraska  brethren  either 
quit  it  or  give  some  good,  sensible  reason  for  its  continuance ! ! 

C0RRE8P0NDBNCB 

Is  the  joint  production  of  Grand  Commander  BuUard  and  Past 
Grand  Commander  White,  and  is  a  good  one.  The  report  makes  the 
bulk  of  the  pamphlet,  covers  seventy  pages,  and  digests  the  minutes  of 
forty-five  Templar  legislatures  and  will  well  repay  a  careful  perusal  by 
the  Templars  of  Nebraska.  Like  some  of  ours,  however,  it  is  likely  they 
prefer  reading  such  literature  as  "  The  Deserted  Brick  Kiln  or  The 
Pirate's  Lair!" 

Brother  White  reviews  Mississippi  for  1901,  and  is  very  full  and 
courteous  to  us.    He  calls  Brother  Miller's  sermon  an  elegant  one. 

He  hits  our  Fred  a  hard  rap  in  the  following,  and  as  Frederic  prob- 
ably brought  it  on  himself  and  deserves  it,  we  let  it  pass  : 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  submitted  a  report,  showing  that 
notwithstanding  their  report  of  last  year,  they  have  found  a  way  to  sus- 
pend members  for  non-payment  of  dues.  The  report  this  year  is  entirely 
difierent  from  the  one  submitted  a  year  ago,  and  yet  there  has  been  no 
change  in  the  law  of  the  Grand  Encampment  on  the  subject,  since. 
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He  says  a  few  pleasant  words  of  this  committee  which  are  appreciated. 
We  suggest  to  our  brother  that  Belden  failed  to  accept  the  olive  brunch, 
preferring  to  continue  the  war  on  the  same  old  lines.  We  have  finished 
with  liim  in  conformity  to  this  admonition  which  you  can  find  in  the 
**  Sermon  on  the  Mount :  " 

"  Give  not  that  which  is  holy  to  the  dogs,  neither  cast  ye  pearls  be- 
fore swine,  lest  they  trample  them  under  foot  and  turn  again  and  rend 
you.'* 

Brother  White  still  thinks  the  world  is  growing  better  and  as  he 
seems  to  revel  in  such  unprecedented  optimism,  we  let  him  have  his 
own  way  about  it. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Frank  E. Bullard  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before,  i.  e.  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  F.  E.  Wliite. 


NEW  MEXICO  — 1901. 

First  conclave  organization  of  this  Grand  Body.  We  excerpt  from 
the  minutes: 

Pursuant  to  a  call  issued  by  Past  Eminent  Commander,  Sir  Edward 
L.  Bartlett,  acting  as  proxy  for  M.  E.  Sir  Reuben  H.  Lloyd,  Grand 
Master  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  United  States,  to  tlie  officers  of  the 
several  commanderies  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  to  meet  in  the 
Asylum  of  Sante  Fe  Commandery  No.  1,  in  the  City  of  Sante  Fe,  New 
Mexico,  on  Wednesday,  the  2l8t  day  of  August,  1901,  there  were  assem- 
bled the  representatives  of  the  following  chartered  commanderies: 
Sante  Fe,  No.  1 ;  Las  Vegas,  No.  2;  Pilgrim,  No.  3;  McGrorty,  No.  4; 
Aztec,  No.  5 ;  Rio  Hondo,  No.  0 ;  there  likewise  being  present  represen- 
tation from  Malta,  No.  7  ;  U.  D. 

Representatives  were  present  from  six  Subordinate  Commanderies, 
and  took  part  in  the  organization.  And  thus  the  youngest  in  the  sister- 
hood of  Grand  Commanderies  was  brought  into  being.  May  her  progress 
be  onward  and  upward  until  things  temporal  are  merged  into  things 
eternal. 

The  First  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Albuquerque,  October  24th. 
V.  E.  Sir  J.  P.  McGrorty,  Deputy  Crand  Commander,  presided.  The 
Grand  Commander,  Sir.  Ed.  L.  Bartlett,  being  ill  and  absent.  He  sub- 
mitted a  short  address,  however,  in  which  we  find  nothing  of  general 
interest. 

The  proceedings  were  brief  and  devoid  of  interest  to  outsiders. 
Total  membership  325. 

No  correspondence  report  of  course. 

R.-.  E.'.  Sir  J.  P.  McGrorty,  Grand  Commander  ;  E.-.  Sir  L.  H.  Cham- 
berlain, Grand  Recorder. 
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NEW    JERSEY  — 1902. 

The  Forty-fourth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Trenton, 
May  13th.  Sir  Joseph  S.  Davidson,  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander ;  K.\  E.*. 
Sir  Chas.  Bechtel,  Grand  Recorder.  All  the  Grand  Officers,  seventeen 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  a  lot  of  Past  Eminent  Commanders  and  dele- 
gates from  sixteen  Suhordinate  Commanderies  were  in  attendance. 

Tlie  address  is  a  business  paper  confined  to  local  matters.  Due  tri- 
bute is  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  Knightly  dead,  both  of  his  own  and 
sister  jurisdictions. 

His  dispensations  were  unimportant.  No  decisions.  Peace  prevails 
and  prosperity  is  with  them. 

Proceedings  were  routine  and  devoid  of  special  interest.  Grand 
Treasurer  reported  a  cash  balance  in  hand  of  $1,381.40.  Grand  Recorder 
reported  gross  gains  of  140  and  losses  104,  leaving  net  gain  of  36  and  a 
total  membership  of  1,977. 

Our  good  brother,  Peter  McGill,  is,  as  usual,  the  architect  of  the  cor- 
respondence report,  which,  though  short,  sixty-one  pages,  is  good  from 
start  to  finish.  Forty  Grand  Jurisdictions  are  ronsidered  in  the  report, 
among  them  Mississippi  for  1901,  winch  gets  flattering  attention  in 
nearly  four  pages.  Our  good  friend — Peter — under  Arizona  and  replying 
to  some  of  Belden's  vagaries,  in  regard  to  paying  dues,  etc.,  inciden- 
tally takes  up  the  cudgel  in  defense  of  Simon,  whose  sirname  is,  or  was, 
Peter,  in  the  following: 

We  have  seen  many  in  the  fraternity  who  were,  according  to  Brother 
Belden's  peculiar  logic,  good  men  and  good  Masons  because  they  paid 
their  dues  and  kept  up  their  membership  with  some  particular  lodge, 
and  who  were  a  worse  incumberance  than  dead  weights,  and  offenses, 
l)ecause  tlieir  character,  lives  and  behavior  were  living  mockeries  of 
Masonry,  and  a  proof  to  profanes  that  there  could  be  little  in  the  system 
because  they  were  allowed  to  remain  members  of  it.  Brother  Belden 
quotes  Scripture  to  support  his  position,  and  refers  to  the  story  of  the 
denial  of  Christ  by  Peter,  as  a  good  illustration  of  the  position  in  which 
a  non-attiliate  stands.  We  see  no  parallel  or  aptitude  m  the  reference. 
Peter  was  at  that  particular  time  in  dread  of  his  life,  under  the  influence 
of  fear,  perhaps  in  abject  terror,  and  we  doubt  if  our  good  brother  him- 
self wouhl  have  been  more  loyal  to  his  colors  than  that  same  Peter, 
under  similar  influences.  Besides,  we  do  not  see  Peter's  future  useful- 
ness was  in  any  way  impaired  by  his  act  of  denial.  The  record  on  the 
contrary  shows  us  that  he  was  always  the  impulsive,  energetic  apostle 
and  successful  preacher.  F.ven  the  Master  himself  did  not  condemn  him 
for  his  act,  for  he  still  kept  to  the  promise  that  the  greatest  'civilizer  of 
the  world,  the  Christian  Church,  should  be  founded  on  this  self-same 
Peter,  the  rock.  And  going  on  to  the  reference  in  Revelations,  we  find 
simply  a  complaint,  that  for  their  lukewarmness,  "  I  will  spew  thee  out 
of  mv  mouth." 

Belden's  interpretation  of  Scripture,  like  his  ideas  of  propriety  and 
the  kind  of  language  proper  to  be  used  in  these  reports,  is  decidedly 
shaky  !  Who,  but  Belden,  would  ever  think  of  Peter's  conduct  as  having 
'any  resemblance  to  that  of  a  brother,  neglecting  the  financial  end  of  his 
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Masonic  duties !  Peter  was  simply  a  coward  and  his  cowardice  made 
him  aliar,  but  his  Master,  who  knew  him  better  than  he  knew  himself,  was 
neither  surprised  nor  indignant,  but  only  rebuked  him  by  a  look  of  in- 
finite pity  and  sadness  that  broke  Peter's  heart,  made  him  repent  and 
reinstate  him  in  his  Lord's  affection.  Again  there  is  little — nothing,  in 
fact,  in  the  message  to  the  church  at  Loadicea  that  sHvors  of  suspension 
for  non-payment  dues.  On  the  contrary,  the  Loadiceans  had  paid  all 
their  dues,  the  preacher's  salary  an<]  all,  und  then  got  the  Big  Head  be- 
cause they  had  done  so,  when  the  Devil  took  the  reins  as  he  frequently 
does  in  our  modern  churches  and  the  Lord  sends  the  whole  caboodle 
to  hell  for  bypocrisy  and  saves  the  poor  brother  in  heaven  who  has  paid 
more  attention  to  his  moral  than  to  his  financial  obligations. 

We  beg  to  suggest  to  Brother  McGill  that  he,  himself,  is  a  little  off 
in  saying  that  our  Lord  promised  to  build  his  church  on  Peter.  It  was 
Peter's  declaration — **  Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God," 
that  was  and  is  the  Rock  upon  which  the  Church  of  God  rests  to-day. 

Brother  Peter's  attention  to  Mississippi  is  very  fraternal  as  well  as 
full.  He  quotes  Brother  Jones  on  rituals,  but  forbears  comment.  He 
has  some  pleasant  words  for  your  committee.    We  excerpt: 

Tliere  is  also  a  portrait  of  a  genial,  mild-mannered  looking  man  pre- 
ceding the  Report  on  Correspondence,  and  we  have  to  wipe  our  glasses 
and  look  again  to  be  sure  we  read  the  name  correctly.  It  is  that  of  E. 
G.  DeLap.  He's  a  nice-looking  man — a  good-looking  man — but  not  what 
our  fancy  pictured  him  after  reading  some  of  his  reviews.  He  don't 
look  like  a  dyspeptic,  and  yet  that  is  the  reason  he  ^ives  for  being  acid 
sometimes.   . 

Peter — dear — you  are  in  error,  we  never  said  that  dyspepsia  had  a 
thing  to  do  with  the  vinegar  in  our  literary  productions  !     No  sir! 
We  also  clip  the  following : 

We  venture  to  touch  up  Frater  DeJ^ap  at  the  risk  of  our  life  on  a 
manifest  error.  (DeLap's  I.  C.  or  P.  R.  ? )  Under  California  he  refers  to 
the  removal  of  the  Correspondence  Report  from  the  record  of  proceed- 
ings, to  the  end  of  the  book  in  this  way  : 

The  correspondence  is  no  longer  a  part  of  the  bowels  of  the  pamph- 
let, but  has  become  an  Apendicitis,  which  is  its  proper  function  in  this 
field,  although  its  use  as  an  organ  in  the  literary  body  of  Templary  is 
much  plainer  than  is  the  corresponding  organ  in  the  human  body  to  the 
medical  profession. 

Now,  we  venture  to  remind  good  Frater  DeLap  that  appendicitis  \b  not 
an  organ  at  all,  but  a  pathological  state  of  appendix,  a  useless  organ. 
Ambnar  medical  students  is  circulated  annually  a  conundrum  intended 
to  enlighten  the  freshman  on  the  use  oi  this  attachment.  If  we  ever  see 
DeLap  we  will  tell  him,  or  better  yet,  we  might  write  him — if  he  wants 
to  know.  Frater  DeLap  is  "long"  on  correspondence  work,  temperance 
ideas,  may  he  so  on  theology,  but  he  certainly  is  a  little  **  short"  on  anat- 
omy and  physiology. 

Under  Georgia  he  scores,  and  deservedly  scores  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Julius 
Brown  for  some  very  erroneous  ideas  he  holds  on  the  subject  of  Corres- 
pondents and  their  work.    Space  and  time  prevent  our  presenting  many 
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ofthe"bon  mots"  coming  from  oar  Mississippi  friend.  New  Jersey 
gets  a  full  share  of  space,  and  we  must  appear  all  right  '*  in  the  south  " 
for  we  are  not  hauled  up  for  anytliing. 

Peter,  we  pass  I  Don't  know  any  more  about  anntonty  than  Belden 
does  about  tlie  application  and  meaning  of  Scripture.  We  are  grateful 
to  our  brother  for  his  information  and  would  be  glad  to  get  the  letter  he 
is  willing  to  write.  New  Jersey  has  liad  a  warm  corner  in  our  heart 
since  we  knew,  loved  and  lost  the  inimitable  Corson. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Daniel  Demorest  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 


NEW  HAM  PSHIKE  — 1901. 

Fifty-fourth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Concord,  September 
24th.  R.'.  E.'.  Sir  George  I.  McAllister,  Grand  Commander,  presiding; 
E.*.  Sir  Frank  D.  Woodburry,  Grand  Recorder;  twelve  Past  Grands,  a 
lot  of  Past  Commanders,  twenty-six  Grand  Representatives,  and  Dele- 
gates from  eleven  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  in  attendance,  be- 
sides a  number  of  distinguished  visitors  from  abroad. 

The  address  is  a  good  one,  both  from  a  literary  and  business  stand- 
point, but  as  this  pamphlet  is  over  fourteen  months  old  and  is  getting 
close  to  the  line  where  ancient  history  begins  we  shall  not  devote  much 
time  to  it.  Possibly  the  proceedings  of  tbe  current  year  may  reach  us 
before  this  report  goes  to  the  printer,  in  which  event  they  will  have  at- 
tention, D.  V.  His  dispensations  were  largely  mixed  up  with  "  Permits 
to  Invade,"  which  makes  us  tired  1 

He  discusses  this  matter  in  the  following  terse  and  masterly  manner: 

No  Commandery  should  leave  this  Jurisdiction  without  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Grand  Commander  of  the  State  which  it  wishes  to  enter  hav- 
ing been  obtained  by  the  Grand  Commander  of  this  State.  Whenever 
a  Commandery  appears  in  public,  it  should  wear  full  Templar  uniform. 
No  Commandery  should  be  allowed  to  appear  in  public  in  this  State,  or  to 
enter  the  Jurisdiction  of  another  Grand  Commandery,  wearing  only  a  fa- 
tigue cap,  as  one  of  our  Commanderies  wanted  to  do.  It  is  a  duty  Sir 
Knights  owe  to  themselves  and  to  our  beloved  Order,  to  be  properly 
clothed  in  full  Templar  uniform  whenever  they  appear  as  a  Commandery 
in  public,  and  to  always  remember  that  they  are  Knights  Templar,  and 
have  the  reputation  oi  the  Order  in  their  charge. 

No  doubt  the  R.'.  E.'.  felt  relieved  after  this  weighty  deliverance, 
probably  as  much  so  as  the  Shanghai  rooster  did  when  he  laid  an  ef[g  the 
size  of  a  wasp's  nest!  We  infer  from  the  last  paragmph  quoted,  that  in 
his  opinion,  the  tailor  makes  the  Templar  as  well  as  the  man.  If  he  is 
correct  the  tailor  often  makes  a  miserable  job  of  it. 

He  made  but  one  decision  and  that  a  correct  one.  Some  one  with  a 
paucity  of  gray  matter  under  his  hat,  asked  if  a  ballot  was  legal  when 
but  one  black  ball  was  in  the  box  at  the  time,  and  this  in  the  face  of  the 
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fact  that  several  caiKlidHtes  had  been  elected  at  same  conclave!  It  is 
not  necessary  to  use  a  shot  gun  to  reject  a  candidate  su  one  ball  ought  to 
be  enough  to  have  on  hand,  especially  so  wlien  no  one  needed  a  black 
ball  in  his  business. 

ProcQjediugs  devoid  of  general  intert^st.  Total  membership  2,282 — a 
gain  of  48.     Cash  in  treasury,  $1,626.69. 

Correspondence  covers  ninety-five  pages,  reviews  the  minutes  of 
forty -one  Templar  Grands,  and  is  the  excellent  work  of  our  good  friend 
and  brother,  P.  G.  C,  A.  8.  Wait.  Brother  Wait*s  reports  are  always 
interesting  and  among  the  best  in  the  whole  lot,  and  this  one  comes 
right  up  to  the  high  mark.  His  review  of  Mississippi  is  of  the  admin- 
istration of  Grand  Commander  Jones  and  is  very  full  and  fraternal.  He 
regrets  the  absence  of  New  Hampshire  from  our  report  of  last  year.  So 
do  we  Brother  Wait,  but  the  fault  was  not  with  us — w^e  think. 

We  excerpt  a  part  of  his  doxology  showing  his  conceptions  of  the 
mission  and  influence  of  the  Order  and  his  faith  in  it: 

In  these  times  of  great  business  and  financial  activity,  with  its 
competitions,  its  rivalries,  and  not  infrequently  its  collisions,  with  the 
marvels  of  discovery  in  the  material  world,  with  its  development  of  hid- 
den wealth  and  latent  power,  with  civil  rulers  everywhere  sitting  inse- 
curely in  their  seats;  while  the  bullet  of  a  miscreant,  representing  con- 
fusion organized,  can  strike  down  the  chosen  head  of  a  nation  which 
exemplifies  as  does  our  United  States,  the  pure  principles  of  civil  liberty, 
of  rational  freedom  and  equality  of  rights,  the  Order  of  Templar  Knight- 
hood has  a  solemn  mission  to  perform.  That  mission  is  the  exertion  of 
its  powers  and  the  lending  of  its  influence  for  the  upholding  and  the 
encouragement  of  the  principles  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  civil  so- 
ciety. We  preach  no  sermons,  we  read  no  homilies  to  our  brethren  of 
the  Order.  We  suggest  merely  their  relations  as  Sir  Knights  to  the  so- 
cial system  upon  which  rest  the  civil  institutions  of  the  age  of  the  world 
in  which  we  live.  We  rejoice  in  the  certainty  that  to  these  relations 
they  neither  slumber  nor  sleep,  but  are  constantly  awake  and  are  prov- 
ing faithful  to  this  solemn  trust,  and  worthy  the  lofty  name  they  bear 
and  the  insignia  they  assume. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Frank  L.  Sanders,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  continued. 


NEW    HAMPSHIRE  — 1902. 

Fifty-fifth  Annual, Concord,  September  30th,  R.*.E.\FrRnk  L.Sanders, 
Grand  Commander.  All  the  staff  pave  the  Senior  Warden  and  Pre- 
late, together  with  twelve  Past  Grand  Commanders,  a  lot  of  Past  Comman- 
ders, thirty  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  eleven  Subordinate 
Commanderies  were  present: 

The  address  is  a  well  written  epitome  of  his  administration,  but  con- 
tains but  little  of  general  interest.    Appropriate  and  loving  tribute  is 
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paid  to  the  memory  and  merit  of  the  Knightly  dead,  both  of  his  own  and 
sister  Jurisdictions. 

He  visited  all  the  Subordinate  Comnianderies  but  two. 

He  granted  a  multitude  of  dispensations,  many  of  them  to  go  on 
"  pilgrimages,"  persumably  in  -quest  of  the  Holy  Grail.  It  will  be  a 
happy  day  when  Templars  get  down  off  their  medieval  stilts,  go  on  ex- 
cursions, outings  and  pic-nics,  like  ordinary  mortals,  and  awake  to  the 
knowledge  that  it  is  unnecessary,  in  this  country  of  ours,  for  the  citizens 
of  one  State  to  ask  and  obtain  permission  from  the  High  Muck-a-Muck 
of  another  State  to  enter  its  borders  in  pursuit  of  either  business  or 
pleasure. 

Only  one  decision  and  that  unimportant. 

Proceedings  were  routine  and  of  local  interest.  The  Order  is  in  a 
healthy  state  in  all  respects.  Total  membership  2,833,  a  gain  of  51. 
Treasury  balance  $1,427.00. 

COKRKSPONDENCE 

Covers  over  one  hundred  pages,  reviews  the  transactions  of  forty- 
two  Templar  Grand  Bodies  and  is  the  finished  Ashlar  of  our  good  Brother 
A.  S.  Wait,  being  the  thirteenth  in  regular  descent  from  this  distinguish- 
ed source.  It  is  proper  for  us  to  remark  along  here  that  Brother  Wait's 
reports  are  among  the  most  modest  and  unassuming,as  well  as  the  ablest 
and  best.  Although  quite  lengthy,  we  quote,  entire,  his  response  to  Bel- 
den,  of  Arizona,  on  the  law  of  dependent  membership.     Here  it  is  : 

He  is  unable  to  refrain,  however,  in  referring  to  one  topic  of  discus- 
sion, from  availing  himself  of  the  opportunity  of  giving  point  to  his 
views  upon  the  dependent  membership  question,  by  a  play  upon  the 
name  of  one  of  our  distinguished  fraters,  saying  of  us,  *'  He  has  lapsed  in 
our  opinion,  in  his  argument  with  Brother  DeLap."  It  may  be  so,  of 
that  we  are  not  the  judure  ;  but  reference  to  Brother  DeLap*s  following 
report  of  November,  1901,  will  show  that  Brother  DeLap  himself,  is  far 
from  thinking  so.  In  that  report  Sir  Knight  DeLap  with  characteristic 
candor  admits  the  correctness  of  the  views  we  expressed.  But  the  op- 
portunity is  not  to  be  lost,  and  so  from  this  our  good  brother  proceeds: 

Perhaps  we  make  ourselves  clear  by  reference  to  a  venerable  fact. 
Among  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans  Virtue  and  Honor  were  deified  ; 
and  at  Rome  they-had  a  joint  temple  consecrated  to  theni ;  but  after- 
wards they  had  each  a  separate  temple,  which  were  so  placed,  however, 
that  no  one  could  enter  into  the  Temple  of  Honor  without  passing 
through  the  Temple  of  Virtue,  and  thus  the  Romans  were  continually 
reminded  that  Honor  depended  upon  Virtue.  Our  idea  of  the  relation 
between  Symbolic  Masonry  an«l  Templarism  is  akin  to  that  of  Virtue 
and  Honor.  Honor  that  is  without  virtue  should  not  be  said  to  exist. 
Templar  honor  without  Masonic  virtue  is  an  empty  boast. 

This  is  a  repetition  in  a  somewhat,  condensed  form,  of  his  illustra- 
tration  of  the  same  topic  in  the  introduction  to  his  report,  where  he  has 
an  elaborate  argument  in  vindication  of  the  late  legislation  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  enjoining  forfeiture  of  Templar  membership  for  voluntary 
non-affiliation  in  Lodge  or  Chapter. 

We  have  by  no  means  been  inclined  to  continue  a  discussion  upon 
this  subject,  intending  silent  acquiescence  with  this  legislation,  at  least 
until  it  had  a  fair  trial.     We  intended  no  reply  to  our  brother's  vindica- 
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tion  of  tlie  enacted  statute  in  his  introduction  to  his  report,  willing  that 
it  sliould  pass  unchallenged  for  its  full  value  in  the  minds  of  considerate 
brethren  of  the  Templar  world.  With  this,  however,  our  brother  is  not 
content,  and  so,  wlien  he  reaches  our  humble  work  he  literally  throws 
down  the  gauntlet,  in  effect  challenging  us  to  a  reply.  We  regret  the 
necessity  thus  cast  upon  us,  but  we  do  not  think  the  answer  far  to  seek, 
having  a  view  to  elementary  and  well  known  principles  of  Masonry  and 
all  the  traditions  of  the  institution. 

We  cannot  omit,  in  the  first  place,  to  say,  that  a  recurrence  to  famil- 
iar history  will  deprive  this  twice  told  story  of  the  Roman  temples  of 
most  of  its  poetic  glamor,  and  relegate  it  to  tike  domain  of  the  lowest  of 
pagan  superstitions.  Livy  tells  us  that  the  Consul  Marcellus  in  a  battle 
with  the  Gauls  having  vowed  a  temple  to  Honor  and  Virtue,  the  pontiffs 
objected  to  its  dedication,  because  one  shrine  could  not  properly  be  con- 
secrated to  more  than  one  deity,  because  if  it  sliould  be  struck  by  light- 
ning, or  any  kind  of  prodigy  happen  in  it,  the  expiation  would  be  diffi- 
cult, as  it  could  not  be  determined  to  which  deity  sacrifice  ought  to  be 
made.  And  therefore  a  separate  temple  was  erected  to  Virtue.  Plutarch 
also  refers  to  the  same  objection  of  the  pontiffs.  This  Temple  of  Virtue 
was  not  dedicated  until  seventeen  years  afterwards,  by  the  son  of  the 
founder.  Livy  tells  us  nothing,  nor  does  Plutarch,  of  the  Temple  of 
Honor  being  entered  through  that  of  Virtue,  or  of  any  symbolism  con- 
nected with  the  two  as  is  supposed  to  furnish  our  brother  with  his  illus- 
tration. That  is  the  conception  of  Christian  imagination,  which  Rome 
in  her  glory  never  thought  of. 

But  to  return  to  the  question:  By  principles  or  the  Masonic  insti- 
tution, with  which  every  Mason  is,  or  ought  to  be,  familiar,  membership 
in  a  Lodge  is  optional  with  members  of  the  Fraternity,  and  non-affilia- 
tion implies  neither  moral  nor  Masonic  obliquity.  The  system  of  diinits 
is  a  plain  corollary  of  this  principle.  We  are  aware  that  with  this  late 
American  notion  of  necessary  affiliation  it  is  being  attempted  to  import 
into  Masonry  the  doctrine  that  there  should  be  no  dimit  except  in  order 
to  change  membership  from  one  Lodge  to  another.  This  is  a  doctrine 
never  heard  of  till  conceived  as  necessarily  resulting  from  the  depen- 
dent membership  idea.  It  is  a  modern  corruption  and  at  war  with  the 
first  principles  of  the  institution.  It  is  an  outgrowth  from  the  modern 
benefit  associations  and  like  them  inspired  by  a  mercenary  spirit,  to 
which  true  Masonry  is  a  stranger. 

We  do  not  question  the  right  of  the  Templar  Order  to  make  mem- 
bership in  it  conditional  upon  membership  in  a  Masonic  Lodge  and 
Chapter;  just  the  same  as  it  has  a  right  to  require  of  its  members  to  be 
Master  Masons.  But  this  is  no  requirement  of  Masonry.  It  is  a  require- 
ment of  the  Templar  organization,  with  which  ancient  Masonry  has 
nothing  to  do.  But  this  legislation  of  the  Grand  Encampment  proceeds 
upon  no  idea  that  Lodge  or  Chapter  membership  is  a  necessary  qualifi- 
cation for  membership  in  the  Commandery.  By  that  legislation  a  Sir 
Knight  may  remain  all  his  life  a  non-affiliated  ^ason,  and  still  maintain 
perfect  and  unblemished  standing  in  the  Templar  Order.  All  that  is  re- 
quired is,  once  in  six  months  to  make  application  for  such  affiliation, 
and  although  as  often  he  meets  with  rejection,  his  good  standing  as  a 
Templar  remains  without  blemish.  It  may  be  demonstrated  twice  every 
year  that  his  character  is  so  bad  that  neither  I^odge  nor  Chapter  will  have 
anything  to  do  with  him,  and  that  is  the  very  thing  which  preserves 
his  perfect  standing  in  the  Commandary.  This  is  the  absurdity  to  which 
the  Templar  Order  in  the  United  States  has  by  this  legislation  reduced 
itself.  And  this  is  lauded  as  the  summit  of  Knight  Templar  glory,  and 
the  species  of  "  virtue"  which  in  it  we  are  called  upon  to  admire,  and 
without  which  we  are  told  there  is  no  "honor."  It  is  but  the  common 
result  of  the  supplanting  of  principle  by  the  adoption  of  a  whim.    Had 
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the  Grand  Encampment  seen  fit  to  make  affiliation  in  Lodge  and  Chap- 
ter pre-requisite  qualifications  for  Knighthood,  we  could  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  understanding  such  a  principle,  however,  we  might  or  might 
not  approve  it  as  a  question  of  policy.  But  the  law  as  established  by  the 
statute  now  in  force,  is  to  our  minds  indefensible  upon  any  ground  of 
human  reason. 

His  review  of  Mississippi  for  1902  is  very  full  and  exceedingly  frater- 
nal. He  says  of  our  late  brother  Power:  "His  memory  will  survive 
through  indefinite  time  as'  well  on  the  records  of  Masonry  as  in  the 
hearts  of  his  brethren." 

He  quotes  from  the  law  report  anent  dealing  with  delinquents  for 
dues.    And  says  of  this  committee: 

The  report  on  correspondence  was,  as  in  former  years,  presented  by 
Sir  Knight  Enoch  George  DeLap,  and  is  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of 
thirty-four  sister  Grand  Templar  bodies,  marked  by  the  same  character- 
istic ability  and  clear  discrimination  which  have  rendered  the  author 
justly  conspicuous  among  Templar  correspondence  writers. 

We  are  not  ungrateful  for  the  flattering  tribute  in  those  lines. 

We  would  like  to  quote  more  largely  from  this  excellent  paper,  but 
the  space  allotted  to  it  is  full. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Frank  L.  Sanders  is  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  Frank 
D.  Woodbury  is  Grand  Recorder;  A.S.  Wait,  Reporter, 


NEW    YORK  — 1902. 

This  pamphlet  reached  us  after  the  balance  of  our  report  had  gone 
to  the  printer,  but  as  our  New  York  brethren  are  among  the  bravest, 
best  and  brightest  of  the  Templar  hosts,  we  dislike  to  leave  them  *'out 
in  the  cold." 

The  Eighty-ninth  Annual  was  held  at  Saratoga,  Sept.  25th.  R.'.  E.'. 
Sir  Erastus  C.  Delavan,  Grand  Commander;  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Arthur  Mac  Ar- 
thur, Grand  Recorder;  the  entire  stafi'— 13  Past  Grand  Commanders;  a 
multitude  of  Grand  Representatives,  *'  some  distinguished  visitors" 
from  abroad  and  delegates  from  60  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  usual  compliment  of  welcoming  addresses  and  responses  were 
indulged  in  and  these  were  followed  by  the  reception  of  distinguished 
visitors,  and  this  led  to  the  making  of  more  speeches,  pro  and  con,  all 
of  which  were  good.  After  all  these,  and  more  preliminaries,  the  Grand 
Commander  delivered  his  address  which  is  a  really  elegant  and  able 
paper.  We  clip  the  closing  of  his  opening,  because  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed in  the  prose  suit  our  taste  exactly  and  the  poem,  which  we  as- 
sume is  original  with  the  R.'.  E.*.,  because  it  is  really  worthy  of  repro- 
duction : 

So  may  we,  Sir  Knights,  by  a  true  conception  of  our  duty  as  Tem- 
plars, make  beautiful  and  lustrous  that  great  edifice  which  we  erect 
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under  the  sign  of  the  Cross.  Let  us  make  Templary  an  every  day  relig- 
ion of  love,  and  kindness.  Let  us  live  it  because  we  profess  it.  Let  us 
place  the  flowers  of  kindness  on  the  bruised  heart  while  it  still  throbs, 
and  while  their  fragrance  will  give  comfort  and  help,  rather  than  on  the 
casket  that  contains  the  remains  of  our  brother  who  has  fallen  under 
life's  crushing  load.  Let  us  break  the  alabaster  box  of  precious  love  on 
the  living,  rather'than  on  the  dead.  Let  us  speak  and  act  to  the  living 
the  eulogies  we  pronounce  over  their  immortality. 


Soldiers  of  Christ,  lift  up  thine  eyes, 

To  where,  on  loftier,  higher  plain, 
Our  tents  are  pitched,  our  banners  wave, 

Whence  floats  the  battle's  strong  refrain. 
Far,  far  away,  the  bugle  sounds, 

Above  the  world's  tumult  and  strife. 
Calling  Emanuel's  soldiers  true, 

To  nobler  deeds,  to  purer  life. 


Listen,  the  mighty  Templar  host 

Is  marching  on,  the  old,  the  new, 
Catch  up  the  mighty  battle  song. 

It  speaks  a  message,  strong  and  true, 
His  cross  upon  our  armor  gleams. 

We  lift  it  on  our  banners  high, 
As  Constantine  in  days  of  old. 

Beheld  it  shining  in  the  sky. 


'Tis  not  for  us  to  draw  the  sword 

Against  the  Saracen  or  Turk, 
But  none  the  less,  our  Captain  calls 

On  us,  for  high  and  holy  work. 
A  sepulchre,  a  holy  shrine. 

Calls  for  defence  from  Satan's  art. 
The  place  where  he  should  be  enshrined. 

Within  the  Templar  heart  of  hearts. 


The  helpless  orphan,  spotless  maid, 

The  widow,  desolate,  bereft, 
Christ's  holy  word  to  fend,  protect. 

This  is  the  work  our  fathers  left. 
Their  blood  has  crimsoned  many  a  plain 

Of  Palestine,  where  Christ  hath  trod. 
Defending  sepulchre  and  cross. 

Made  holy  by  the  Son  of  God. 


Along  earth's  weary,  toilsome  road, 

The  heavy-laden  struggle  on. 
With  wavering  faith  and  breaking  heart, 

Courage  and  strength  alike  undone. 
From  out  thy  store  of  strength  and  love. 

Minister  to  these,  thy  brother's  needs. 
And  show  the  world  the  Templar  life. 

Is  one  of  Knightly  loving  deeds. 
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The  gray  old  earth  has  many  mounds 

Of  Calvary  and  sacrifice, 
From  many  a  brother's  heart  ascends 

The  wail  of  anguish  to  the  skies. 
Go,  like  the  Templar  found  of  old, 

Who  counted  not  the  gain  or  loss, 
fint  filled  with  Christ-like  kindliness, 

He  bore  the  Savior's  heavy  cross. 

Then  on  Sir  Knights,  O  soldiers  true. 

The  battle  is  not  over  vet, 
On  loftier  plains,  on  greater  heights, 

Our  cross-marked  banner  must  be  set. 
Think  not  of  self,  but  think  of  liim 

Who  gave  His  life  on  Calvary's  tree, 
To  buy  for  us  the  crown  of  Life, 

And  ope  heaven's  door  for  you  and  me. 

Soon  our  Great  Captain  calls  us  home. 

We  fold  our  tent,  we  sheath  our  blade, 
And  in  His  Paradise  await 

The  Great  Emanuel's  accolade. 
And  may  we  hear  from  Judge  Supreme 

The  summons  grand,  the  ci)eering  word, 
"  Thou  hast  been  fait^iful  unto  death, 

A  Crown  of  Life  is  thy  reward." 

Due  tribute  is  paid  to  the  Knightly  dead,  both  of  his  own  and  sister 
jurisdictions,  among  the  names  being  that  of  our  own  Brother  Power. 

He  made  quite  a  lot  of  decisions,  among  them,  that  a  Companion 
having  an  artificial  leg,  is  ineligible  to  the  Orders  of  Knightliood.  If 
he  had  an  artificial  brain,  or  none,  and  a  basswood  character  with  two 
good  legs  he  would  pass,  no  doubt.  The  reason  assigned  by  the  Right 
Eminent  for  his  decision  was  valid,  but  he  said  nothing  about  parades, 
etc.,  as  influencing  his  tlecision. 

He  also  decided  that  a  steward  on  an  ocean  liner,  who  spent  one  week 
in  England,  one  on  the  ocean  and  one  in  New  York,  is  a  citizen  of  England 
and  cannot  petition  a  New  York  Commandery.  Now,  unless  the  Eng- 
lish Masonic  League  from  shore  is  longer  than  ours,  we  are  compelled  to 
dissent.  Unless  there  is  something  behind,  that  affects  the  situation,  he 
is  as  much  a  citizen  of  New  York  as  of  Great  Britain  and  of  the  Atlan- 
tic ocean  as  either.  We  would  have  put  him  through  and  then  inquired 
if  it  was  the  correct  thing  to  do. 

The  usual  list  of  "  Inter-States  Courtesies  "  are  reported  as  well  as 
a  multitude  of  dispensations  forall  sorts  of  legitimate  purposes. 

We  excerpt  the  following  as  showing  that  the  Templars  of  New  York 
are  on  the  right  track  to  secure  a  blessing  from  the  Captain  of  our  Sal- 
vation. "  In  as  much  as  ye  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my 
brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me! :  " 

Prior  to  the  Christmas  season  I  issued  a  general  circular,  calling  the 
attention  of  the  Sir  Knights  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  to  the  seaBon  and 
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its  significence,  and  to  the  propriety  of  visiting  at  this  season,  institu- 
tions devoted  to  the  works  of  charity  and  pure  beneficence.  The  re- 
sponse, I  am  happy  to  say,  was  large,  and  the  amount  of  money  donated 
throughout  the  State,  to  different  institutions,  rolls  up  the  grand  total 
of  over  $4,200.  This  is  an  admirable  result,  but  I  hope  that  next  year  it 
may  be  doubled,  and  it  could  easily  be  much  more  than  doubled  if  every 
Commandery  in  tliis  great  Empire  State  would  yiake  an  effort  during 
this  season,  as  a  body,  to  visit  some  charitable  institution  and  contrib- 
ute V^y  word,  deed  and  purse  to  the  good  work  that  is  being  done  in  the 
UHme  of  Him  who  came  at  this  season  as  a  little  child,  and  whose  com- 
ing has  revolutionized  the  world  and  taught  us  the  doctrines  of  love  and 
charity,  that  has  sweetened  life  and  made  bright  the  pathway  of  help- 
less orphanp,  the  aged  and  infirm  and  those  who  have  fallen  in  the  strug- 
gle of  life,  destitute  and  alone.  We  can  engage  in  no  work  more  noble, 
and  no  work  that  will  benefit  us  more  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  and  in 
our  hearts  and  consciences. 

An  elegant  portrait  of  the  Right  Eminent  makes  a  mighty  fine 
frontispiece  to  the  pamphlet. 

Proceedings  routine  and  mostly  of  local  interest.  Total  member- 
ship 13,578,  a  net  gain  of  829.     Cash  balance  on  hand  $9,967.77. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Is  the  work,  perfect  in  all  its  parts  and  complete  as  a  whole,  of  our 
Bro.  Jessie  B.  Anthony,  as  usual,  and  like  its  predecessors,  from  the 
same  source,  is  able  and  exhaustive.  He  doesn't  like  balloting  out  of 
time  and  devotes  four  pages  of  his  opening  to  prove  that  the  custom  is 
wrong  and  often  illegal,  under  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  He 
makes  out  a  good  case  but — pshaw! — it  will  do  no  good  and  the  custom 
will  continue. 

Bro.  Anthony  devotes  three  full  pages  to  our  doings  at  Winona. 
We  copy : 

R.'.  E.'.  E.  Geo.  De  Lap  presents  an  incisive  report  on  Correspondence 
(  78  pp. ),  covering  the  proceedings  of  thirty-four  Grand  Bodies.  It  is 
pleasant  to  note  tYiat  our  frater  does  not  appear  to  be  suffering  as  much 
as  usual  from  personal  ailments.  We  wish  that  he  had  omitted  under 
Alabama  his  reference  to  the  fact  "  that  he  was  suffering  from  a  tooth- 
ache." New  York  for  1901  has  extended  mention,  and  we  express  our 
appreciation  of  the  personal  reference. 

It  is  possible  that  our  brother^s  teeth  are  false  and  do  not  ache,  w^hich 
blunts  his  sympathy  for  those  who  have  the  natural  kind.  We  pity  any 
one,  even  our  enemies,  if  their  teeth  ache. 

We  copy  one  of  his  tables,  with  thanks : 
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Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia. 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho. 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska...  

Nevada 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

North  Carolina 

North  Dakota 

Oklahoma 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island 

South  Carolina 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont..... 

Virginia *. 

Washington 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


British  Columbia , 

Canada 

Manitoba 

New  Brunswick 

Nova  Scotia 

Prince  Edward  Island 
Quebec 


Loiige 


Total. 


12,788 

828 

11,386 

22,776 

8.895 
17,397 

2,364 

5,891 

4,460 
20,844 

1,410 
59,723 
33,604 

4,024 
30,324 
21,622 
20,627 

5,757 
22,690 

8.283 
40,019 
43,742 
16,886 

9,856 
34,707 

3.325 

12,767 

885 

9,387 

18,100 

971 

106,235 

11,637 

3,742 

2,512 
48,349 

5,598 
54,890 

5,471 

6,249 

4,<K)5 
17,343 
29,680 
907 
10,235 
13,444 

5,715 

7,421 
18,210 

1,167 


Chapter 


860,128 


1 ,978 
26,939 
3,238 
1,884 
3,574 
559 
3,668 


41,840 


901,968 


1,232 

341 
2,032 
6,620 
2,739 
6,049 

745 
2,702 

781 
3,450 

314 

18.123 

7,519 

1,133 

8.L'38 

5,343 

3,844 

1,352 

6,715 

2,051 

16,079 

14,410 

5,396 

2,083 

7,518 

888 
3,032 

304 
3,669 
3,559 

433 
23,311 

787 

1,025 

1500 

17,187 

1,509 

19,261 

2,728 

710 
1,637 
2,812 
8,416 

307 
3.087 
3,216 
1,403 
2,263 
6,475 

402 


235,230 


6,215 


463 
698 


590 


Command- 
ery. 

M63 

194 

571 

3.779 

1 ,699 

2,747 

411 

1,497 

334 

946 

198 

9,842 

4,003 

223 

4,737 

3,532 

2,631 

376 

3,590 

1,286 

11,394 

6,107 

.2,889 

778 

4,770 

460 

1,736 

122 

2,282 

1,978 

325 

12,749 

438 

618 

343 

9,490 

504 

13,288 

1,974 

326 

771 

984 

2,383 

203 

1,861 

1,713 

710 

1,540 

3,268 

397 


129,459 


*  Last  year's  report.       t  Estimated. 


_  ._j 
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R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Clias.  D.  Bingham  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  continued. 


NORTH    DAKOTA  — 1902. 

Thirteenth  Annual  was  held  at  Fargo,  January  29th.  and  30th.  R.*. 
K.\  Sir  A.  L.  Woods,  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  Frank  J.  Thompson, 
Grand  Recorder;  the  Grand  Prelate  and  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard 
were  absent;  five  Past  Grand  Commanders,  ten  Past  Commanders, 
twenty-six  Grand  Representatives  and  Delegates  irom  eight  Subordinate 
Commanderien  were  present. 

The  address  is  short  and  devoted  to  local  matters.  We  copy  the  fol- 
lowing from  his  opening : 

I  greet  you  with  the  heartfelt  and  courteous  sentiments  of  this 
Knighly  Onier.  Only  a  few  short  months  ago  we  assembled  in  Annual 
Conclave  in  this  beauiful  city,  this  Masonic  Mecca  of  the  Northwest, 
apd  enjoyed  the  bounteous  hospitality  of  Auvergne  Commandery.  To- 
day, at  their  courteous  solicitation,  we  are  again  convened  in  their  ample 
Asylum.  Our  ranks  are  unbroken,  either  by  death  or  discord.  Pros- 
perity has,  as  a  rule,  attended  our  Subordinate  Commanderies  through- 
out the  State. 

He  made  no  decisions  and  granted  but  five  dispensations. 

Proceedings  routine  and  devoid  of  general  interest.  Treasury  bal- 
ance $922.27.  Total  membership,  618 — a  gain  of  16.  No  report  on  cor- 
respondence. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Thomas  Baker,  Jr.,  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recor- 
der as  before. 


NORTH    CAROLINA  — 190  2. 

The  Twenty-second  Annual  was  held  in  tlie  city  of  Winston,  June 
11th.  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  D.  E.  Allen,  Grand  Commander;  E.'.  Sir  J.  C.  Munds, 
Grand  Recorder;  all  the  Grand  Officers  except  the  Junior  Warden; 
three  Past  Grand  Commanders  ;  a  Past  Grand  Generalissimo,  and  a  Past 
Grand  Captain  General ;  a  lot  of  Grand  Representatives  and  Delegates 
from  ten  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  present. 

The  address  is  a  short  resume  of  tlie  principal  features  of  an  unevent- 
ful administration. 

His  dispensations  were  of  the  usual  kind  and  were  all  right.  He  re- 
ports the  Order  in  the  Old  North  State  as  being  in  good  condition.  His 
portrait  adorns  the  pamphlet.     Proceedings  routine  and  of  local  interest. 

Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  cash  balance  in  hand  of  $526.45.  Pretty 
good  for  a  small  Jurisdiction,  in  the  year  following  a  "  Triennial." 

Grand  Recorder  reports  a  gain  of  66  and  a  loss  of  17 — net  gain,  49. 
Total  membership  438. 
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« 
Correspondence  is  sixth  in  regular  succession  from  the  gray  matter 

in  the  head,  and  the  scissors  in  the  hands  of  our  good  Brother,  Past  Grand 

Commander  Southgate,  in  which  the  doings  of  forty-four  Templar  Grands 

are  carefully,  intelligently  and  courteously  digested,  Mississippi  for  1901 

included.     He  opens  as  follows : 

We  again  submit  our  Report  on  Templar  Correspondence  ( being 
the  sixth  ),  which  is  a  careful  review  of  all  the  procee(iingR  which  have 
come  to  our  table.  We  will  reserve  the  list  for  the  last  if,  perchance, 
one  now  missing  may  come  before  the  report  is  closed.  We  begin  with 
*'  Alabama,"  though  in  Indian  lingo  this  word  means  "here  we  rest." 
To  the  reporter  it  has  a  different  significance,  for  "  here  we  begin  our 
labors. 

Under  Colorado  we  find  this : 

He  attaches  much  importance  to  what  he  terms  "Sacred  Festivals" 
and  is  a  patron  of  the  Christmas  Observance.  We  are  somewhat  doubt- 
ful about  the  celebration  of  these  Sacred  occasions  by  an  Order  not  of  the 
Church  and  which  are  strictly  of  a  religious  character.  True,  we  are 
pledged  to  support  the  Christian  religion  and  this  we  should  do  at  all 
hazards,  but  this  is  altogether  different  from  performing  religious  acts, 
warranted  only  by  the  Church, and  not  by  an  Order.  We  are  somewhat 
out  of  harmony  on  this  question,  we  know,  but  our  creed  doesn't  admit 
of  celebrating  Saints'  days  and  such,  except  by  the  Church  which  may 
prefer  to  do  this. 

Which  we  are  inclined  to  endorse. 

His  attention  to  Missipsippi  is  full  and  fraternal.  Of  Sir  Jab  Jones' 
address  he  says,  "  it  is  replete  with  good  things  and  gives  a  faithful  ac- 
count of  the  year's  work,  which  seemed  satisfactory  to  the  Sir  Knights  of 
the  Grand  Commandery." 

R.*.  p].*.  Sir  John  C.  Drewry  is  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  James  C. 
Munds.  Grand  Recorder;  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  James  Southgate,  Reporter. 


O  H  10  — 1902. 

The  Sixtieth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Dayton,  October  8th.  and 
9th.  There  were  present:  R.\  E.'.  Sir  Wm.  L.  Bates,  Grand  Com- 
mander; R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Jno.  N.  Bell,  Grand  Recorder.  All  the  other  Grand 
Officers,  twenty-five  Past  Grand  Commanders,  twenty-six  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives, a  great  multitude  of  Past  Commanders,  visiting  Knights  and 
representatives  from  fifty-nine  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  is  a  well  written  resume  of  the  important  events  in  his 
administration.  Due  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  merit  of  tha 
Knightly  dead  of  the  entire  country. 

He  issued  a  lot  of  dispensations,  but  does  not  say  what  for.  He  made 
four  decisions.  Three  defining  local  law  and  the  other  that  of  the  Grand 
Encampment.    We  quote  the  last : 
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QuKSTiON  4.  **  One  of  our  officers  dimitted  from  his  Lodge  ten 
months  ago.  He  has  repeatedly  applied  for  membership  to  a  Lodge  in 
whose  jurisdiction  he  resides,  and  as  often  has  been  rejected.  He  still 
keeps  on  applying  to  the  same  Lodjfe.  Does  his  being  unaffiliated  in  the 
Lodge  for  more  tlian  six  montlis  effect  his  standing  in  the  Command- 
ery  ? »' 

Answer.  **  Article  D,  Section  23,  on  Page  42,  in  the  Statutes  and 
Regulations,  specifies  that  Voluntary  non-affiliation  from  Lodge  or 
Chapter  for  six  months  deprives  a  Knight  Templar  of  his  membership 
in  his  Comman<lery,'  but  I  hold  tiiat  if  he  applies  within  six  months  for 
membership  in  a  Lodge  or  Chapter,  on  a  dimit,  and  should  be  rejected, 
he  is  still  entitled  to  liis  membership  in  his  Commandery,  and  can  con- 
tinue so  as  long  as  he  applies  within  the  six  months.'' 

And  in  which  we  concur. 

Concluding  he  thanks  them  for  the  honors  conferred ;  and  Brother 
Jno.  Bell,  Grand  Recorder,  for  faithful  service  which  we  are  sure  he 
richlv  deserved. 

Proceedings,  while  voluminous,  are  mostly  routine  and  local. 

Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash  balance  in  hand  of  $10,244.00. 

Grand  Recorder  reported  706  "  created,"  57  admitted  and  91  re-in- 
stated, making  a  gross  gain  of  854,  and  a  total  loss  of  426,  leaving  a  net 
gain  of  428.  Total  membership,  9,918.  Nine  thousand  of  these  are  pro- 
vided with  uniforms. 

There  is  a  full  report  on  the  Home  which  is  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion, and  is  an  honor  to  the  Masons  and  Templars  of  Ohio,  of  which  they 
have  a  right  to  be  proud.  It  contains  fifty-seven  men,  average  age  72 — 
thirty-one  women,  average  age  also  72 — twenty-four  boys,  average  age  12 
and  twenty-four  girls,  average  age  11.  Nine  have  died  during  the  year. 
We  would  like  to  copy  the  entire  report,  hut  it  is  too  long.  A  special 
committee  submitted  a  revised  funeral  service,  which  is  very  solemn  and 
impressive,  but  entirely  too  long,  in  our  opinion. 

Our  good  Brother  Bell,  Grand  Recorder,  Grand  Commandery  of 
Ohio,  kindly  sent  us  an  advance  copy  of  his  Report  on  Correspondence, 
which  covers  142  pages  and  is  chock-full  of  good  sense,  information  and 
interest. 

Forty-four  Templar  Legislatures  are  carefully  and  courteously  digest- 
ed, among  them  ours  for  current  year. 

Under  California  we  find  the  following,  which  shows  the  possible 
trend  of  events  in  the  matter  in  question : 

Ohio  for  1901  is  given  courteous  review  in  seven  closely  printed  pages, 
He  quotes  the  decision  of  Grand  Commander  Foster  regarding  tlie  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  officers  of  a  Council  of  R.  and  S.  Masters  to  force 
petitioners  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  tofirst  take  the  Council  degrees, 
and  comments  as  follows  : 

The  above  is  a  question  about  which  there  is  much  misunderstand- 
ing, and  among  those,  too,  who  should  be  informed,  and  who,  if  they 
wish  to  accomplish  the  desired  result,  viz :  making  the  degrees  of  Royal 
and  Select  Masters  a  prerequisite  to  the  Commandery  Orders,  tlieir  efforts 
n>ust  be  directed  to  the  amendn^ent  of  the  <^'nn<«titution  of  the  Grand 
Encampment.    There's  the  seat  ol  the  diffirulty. 
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True  enough,  but  the  signs  indicate  very  clearlv  tliat  it  will  not  be 
long  before  some  **  enthusiastic  believers  in  the  unity  of  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  American  system  of  Free  Masonry,"  to  still  further  es- 
tablish a  **  bond  of  sympathy  "  (to  quote  Brother  Davies)  will  be  clamor- 
ing at  the  doors  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  demanding  that  the  Council 
degrees  be  made  a  prerequisite  to  the  Orders  of  Knighthood,  and  then 
some  more  "  enthusiastic"  medlers  will  be  for  enacting  another  ex  poU 
facto  law,  that  hereafter  (meaning  heretofore)  voluntary  non-affiliation 
in  a  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  for  six  months  shall  deprive  a 
Knight  Templar  of  his  membership  in  a  Commandery.  and  then  like 
enough  will  come  the  "  Sliriners  "  and  the  **Orientar  Twinklers,"  and 
then  ? 

Brother  Bell's  attention  to  Mississippi  is  very  full,  pleasant  and  fra- 
ternal.    Commenting  on  Brother  Howard's  address  he  says,  in  part : 

Loving  tribute  was  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Grand   Recorder 
Power,  who  was  known   and  dearly  loved,  not  only  in  his   own,  but   in 
every  Grand  Jurisdiction  in  the  country,  and  the  many  letters  of  sympa- 
thy and  condolence  received  from   distinguished  Templars  throughout* 
the  country  are  incorporated  in  the  address. 

He  refused  in  every  instance  to  grant  dispensations  for  balloting 
*'  out  of  time."  From  the  following  we  should  infer  that  the  conferring 
of  the  orders  of  Knighthood  in  some  of  the  subordinate  Commanderies 
was  not  done  with  the  solemnity  which  should  characterize  the  work. 

We  also  excerpt  this  : 

A  beautiful  and  costlv  new  Grand  Commanderv  banner,  which  had 
been  purchased  by  the  late  Grand  Recorder,  and  carried  in  the  Trennial 
parade  at  Louisville,  was  presented  to  the  Grand  Commandery  by  R.'. 
E.'.'Sir  Knight  Speed.  In  his  address  he  stated  that  the  grand  standard 
had  been  paid  for  by  the  retiring  Grand  Commander  Harry  T.  Howard 
personally,  and  that  it  was  on  his  behalf  that  he  made  the  presentation. 

Our  belowed  brother,  Past  Grand  Commander  Howard,  is  nothing 
if  not  liberal,  whole-souled  and  lovable  and  we  are  proud  of  him  as  a 
Mason,  a  Templar  and  a  Christian  gentleman. 

Bro.  Bell  devotes  several  pages  to  kind  attention  to  our  report,  for 

which  we  are  grateful.    He  says: 

Commenting  on  our  review  of  Mississippi,  he  says  we  have  the 
temerity  to  refer  to  him  as  "  our  venerable  frater,"  which  he  begs  to 
assure  us  is  risky  business,  as  he  is  about  the  youngest  boy  in  the  pro- 
cession. We  rise  to  ask  who  the  venerable  looking  individual  is  whose 
portrait  appeared  in  the  proceedings  of  1901,  labeled  E.  G.  DeLap?  Was 
it  Brother  DeLap's  grandfather? 

It  is  evidently  the  picture  of  our  grandfather  or  some  one  else,  if  it 
looks  venerable. 

He  thus  replys  to  some  remark  of  ours  about  the  management  of 
their  noble  Masonic  Home: 

He  seems  to  think  it  costs  a  lot  of  money  to  run  the  Masonic  Home, 
and  cites  some  figures  as  indicating  extravavjance,  and  regards  $138  each 
per  annum  as  too  much  for  the  support  of  the  inmates.  We  may  say 
^he  Ohio  Masonic  Home  has  never  been  conducted  with  a  view  to  reduce 
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the  cost  of  maintence  to  the  lowest  possible  figure,  but  rather  to  afford 
the  inmates  every  comfort,  convenience  and  pleasure  that  the  word  home 
implies,  and,  if  to  accomplish  that  object,  it  will  cost  double  the  above 
sum  per  capita,  the  Masons  of  Ohio  will  no  doubt  cheerfully  contribute 
the  necessary  means. 

If  the  *'  Holy  Grail  "  is  not  found  in  the  institution,  the  inmates  find 
what  is  far  better,  a  peaceful  home,  and  shelter  from  the  cold  winds  of 
adversity. 

We  copy  a  part  of  his  conclusion : 

While  it  is  true,  perhaps,  that  further  discussion  of  the  non-afiiliate 
law  is  a  waste  of  time,  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  one  of  the  principal  ar- 
)<uments  advanced  by  its  advocates  prior  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment was  that  any  other  interpretation  of  the  law  than  that  em- 
braced in  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  would  create  two  classes  of 
Templars,  which  was  wronfi:  in  principle,  unjust  and  inecjuitable,  and  yet 
the  Grand  Encampment,  through  its  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  very 
plainly  decided  that  a  Knight  Templar  who  had  become  a  life-member 
of  his'Commandery,  prior  to  the  enactment  of  the  law,  even  though  he 
was  not  a  con  tributary  member  of  a  Lodge  or  Chapter,  could  not  be  de- 
prived of  his  inherent  rights,  and  could  not  be  compelled  to  resume  his 
active  membership  in  either  of  those  bodies  in  order  to  maintain  his 
standing  in  the  Commandery.     According  to  our  view  this  divides  Tem- 

fdars  into  two  classes,  one  amenable  and  the  other  not  amenable  to  the 
aw,  and  effectually  disposes  of  the  argument  referred  tq. 

We  have  given  considerable  space  to  the  tributes  ot  fraternal  affec- 
tion and  esteem  to  the  memory  of  our  martyred  President,  Sir  Knight 
William  McKinley,  contained  in  the  addresses  of  Grand  Commanders 
and  reports  of  mortuary  committees  of  many  of  the  Grand  Jurisdictions, 
deeming  them  not  only  of  interest  to  every  Knight  Templar  of  Ohio,  but 
of  permanent  historic  value.  The  memory  of  his  virtues  and  wortli  will 
ever  linger  in  our  remembrance,  and  their  shining  lustre  will  be  reflect- 
ed beyond  the  portals  of  the  tomb. 

R.".  E.'.  Sir  Wm.  T.  McLean  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recoider 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 


OKLAHOMA  — 1902. 

A  pamphlet  of  twenty  pages,  all  told,  contains  the  proceedings  of 
the  seventh  Annual  Conclave.  To  account  for  this  unusual  brevity 
the  Grand  Recorder  publishes  the  following  explanation  : 

Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  Annual  Conclave  held  February 
13,  1902, 1  prepared  a  report  of  the  proceedings  for  publication,  which 
after  some  delay  was  finished,  the  proof  read  and  the  work  was  in  the 
bindery  for  binding.  On  Easter  day  the  great  fire  occurred  at  the  Capi- 
tol office  and  my  work  was  completely  destroyed  in  the  conflagration. 
Unfortunately  I  had  used  the  original  papers  for  copy  ami  the  Grand 
Commander's  address  ;  the  reports  of  the  various  committees  and  many 
other  documents  were  destroyed.  In  rewriting  the  proceedings  I  have 
been  compelled  to  depend  chiefly  on  memory  for  those  matters,  and  if 
anything  has  been  omitted  or  mis-stated,  it  is  simply  because  I  failed  to 
remember  it. 


64  FRATKRNAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

With  this  apolojry  for  the  meagre  data  which  the  report  contains,  I 
submit  it  to  you  for  your  consideration. 

Of  course  under  these  conditions  notliing  of  general  interest  is  con- 
tained in  the  minutes,  and  as  we  have  a  bad  toothache  we  are  not  sorrv 
that  our  task  to-night  is  a  light  one.  Our  brethren,  however,  have  our 
sincere  sympathy  in  this  misfortune. 

R.'.  E.-.  Sir  Henry  Eddy  Hand  is  Grand  Commander;  E.'.  Sir  Har- 
per S.  Cunningham,  Grand  Recorder. 


OREGON-1902. 

• 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Eugene,  September 
15th.  R.-.E.'.  Sir  W.T.Wright,  Grand  Commander;  E.-.SirJas.  F.Rob- 
inson, Grand  Recorder. 

There  were  six  past  Grand  Commanders,  eighteen  Past  Eminent 
Commanders,  sixteen  Grand  Representatives,  including  ours,  and  dele- 
gates from  seven  Subordinate  Commanderies,  in  attendance.  The  ad- 
dress of  Grand  Commander  is  a  brief  resume  of  an  uneventful  but  cred- 
itable administration. 

He  paid  proper  tribute  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  chivalric 
dead,  both  of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdictions. 

He  issued  the  usual  allowance  of  permits  to  ballot  out  of  time, 
which  was  and  is  all  right  and  proper.  After  having  said  his  say  he  had 
sense  enough  to  quit,  which  is  what  lots  and  lots  of  Sky  Pilots  lack. 

The  proceedings  are  devoid  of  interest  outside  of  Oregon.  Finances 
healthy,  $1,542.00  in  the  treasury.  Order  prosperous.  Total  member- 
ship, 561,  a  gain  of  57. 

Our  good  Bro.  Hobson  seems  to  be  "  It "  in  the  Grand  Body,  as  he 
is  on  most  of  the  important  committees,  and  has  a  great  deal  to  say,  all 
of  which  is  right  and  proper.  Being  the  "  Reporter  on  Correspond- 
ence." and  a  good  one,  it  is  not  strange  that  lie  should  be  in  the  front 
rank  of  those  who  shape  the  legislation  and  the  interest  of  the  Order  in 
Oregon.     A  portrait  of  the  Grand  Commander  adorns  the  pamphlet. 

He  presents  the  report  on  Correspondence,  which  is  his  I3th,.in 
regular  order  and  is  really  a  good  one.  It  covers  88  pages  and  considers 
the  transactions  of  42  Templar  Grands.  Mississippi,  at  Winona,  among 
them. 

Bro.  Belden's  review  of  our  pamphlet  is  genial  and  brotherly  and  is 
appreciated. 

We  copy  his  conclusion  with  the  remark  that  if  it  is  unlucky  it  is 
good : 

In  some  of  the  ancient  mythologies  the  number  12  was  considered 
the  symbol  of  life  perfected.  The  number  13  was  in  like  manner  re- 
garded as  thesyn)bol  of  death,  or  the   departure  from  this  life  and  the 
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entrance  upon  the  future  existence,  the  limits  of  which  was  shrouded 
in  mystery,  constituting  the  unknown.  From  this  mythical  origin  prob- 
ably came  the  superstition  regarding  the  "  unlucky  13."  We  made  our 
first  effort  in  the  reportorial  field  in  1890,  and  consequently  this  report 
is  number  13.  If  it  has  in  any  way  been  unlucky,  it  is  because  it  is  an 
off  year,  and  real  news  a  scarce  article.  Peace,  prosperity  and  deep- 
seated  enthusiasm  p«^rvade  the  entire  American  system  of  Masonry. 
English  rhetoric  has  been  put  to  strain  to  express  all  the  elegant  thoughts 
regarding  the  teachings  of  our  Order.  The  laws  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment are  universal,  hence  the  routine  of  one  conclave  is  almost  the  rou- 
tine of  all,  and  the  slight  variety  becomes  tedious.  Twelve  years  ago 
less  than  80,000  Templars  were  reported  in  America.  To-day  over  I28,0i00 
Sir  Knights  kneel  at  our  altars,  r^ot  a  wonderful  growth,  yet  steadily, 
year  by  year,  we  gain,  and  to  the  remotest  section  of.  our  great  nation 
and  to  the  islands  of  the  seas  goes  the  restless  tread  of  our  Templar  Host, 
bearing  the  message  of  Him  who  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light, 
obeying  the  command,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,"  trusting  the  prom- 
ise, '*  l.o!  I  am  with  you  always,  even  to  the  end."  In  this  spirit  let  us 
individually  labor ;  to  the  end  that  our  valiant  and  magnanimous  Orders 
may  lead  the  van  of  civilization  in  all  departments  of  life  and  in  all 
sections  of  the  world.  The  American  has  a  position  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  not  comprehended  a  few  years  ago,  and  with  wider  possi- 
bilities come  weightier  responsibilities,  hence  it  becomes  our  individual 
duty  to  fitly  qualify  ourselves  for  every  emergency,  as  it  is  presented. 
Our  Order  is  a  power ;  let  each  Sir  Knight  see  to  it,  that  this  force  is  ever 
exerted  upon  the  side  of  truth  and  justice. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Frank  E.  Allen  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  continued. 


PENNSYLVANIA  — 19  02. 

The  Forty-ninth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Scranton,  May  27th. 
R.-.  E.-.  SirThos.  F,  Penman.  Grand  Commander;  R.'.  E.-.  Sir  W.  W.  Al- 
len, Grand  Recorder ;  thirteen  Past  Grand  Commanders;  twenty-nine 
Grand  Representatives,  and  the  Representatives  of  each  of  the  seventy- 
six  Subordinate  Commandaries  were  in  attendance. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  an  interesting,  well  written 
resume  of  a  successful  and  creditable  administration.  He  congratulates 
them  upon  the  happy  condition  existing,  the  healthy  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  the  Order  in  Pennsylvania,  and  adds  that  the  returns  for  cur- 
rent year  place  that  Grand  Commandery  at  the  head  of  the  line,  with  a 
n  membership  of  13,950! !  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  has  been  at 
the  head  of  the  column  for  many  moons,  but  now  they  take  the  second 
place,  while  Mississippi  is  not  even  a  good  third  ! 

Appropriate  tribute  is  made  to  the  Knightly  dead  and  the  list  is  a 
long  one. 

He  made  quite  a  large  number  of  decisions,  in  all  of  which  we  con- 
cur, except  in  those  in  which  he  decides  that  a  man  who  has  been  dub- 
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blotch  in  the  whole  address.  His  portrait  adorns  the  title  page  of  the 
pamphlet. 

Troceedingg  of  local  interest  only.  Cash  in  treasury  $739.31.  Total 
membership 839,  a  gain  of  68. 

Ajb  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  our  good  Bro.  Sam  Jumper,  jumped 
into  the  ring  with  his  Report  on  Correspondence,  the  seventh  in  regular 
succession,  and  one  of  a  family  that  are  all  well  formed,  fair  and  good. 

Forty-two  pamphlets  are  digested  in  this  report,  among  them  ours 
of  1901. 

Under  California  we  find  this : 

From  our  prairie  home  where  trees  are  uncommon,  hillsides  and 
valleys  unknown,  flowers  and  roses  rare  and  costly,  we  can  almost  he»r 
the  soft  sighing  of  the  trees,  smell  the  rich  fragrance  of  the  rose,  and 
hear  the  gentle  swish  of  the  salt  sea  waves  as  they  tenderly  wash  tiie 
beach,  while  we  loose  ourselves  in  the  rapturous  eloquence  of  his  address. 
Hear  him  and  praise  the  Great  Creator  that  there  are  some  beautiful 
spots  on  this  earth. 

Which  leads  us  to  inquire  what  kind  of  a  country  our  Bro.  Sam 
lives  in  ? 

Bro.  Jumper's  attention  to  Mississippi  is  full,  flattering  and  fraternal. 
He  quotes  copiously  from  Bro.  Waddell's  sermon,  says  Bro.  Jones'  address 
is  *'  replete  with  choice  sentences,  each  one  eloquent  in  itself." 

Of  us  he  says: 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  E.  G.  De  Lap, 
who  was  Grand  Commander  in  1871.  His  manly  face  adorns  the  page 
preceding  his  opening  in  a  well  executed  half-tone  engraving.  Like  all 
of  us  he  has  trouble  with  the  *'  intelligent  compositor."  He  is  happy 
in  the  thought  that  they  will  have  to  answer  for  their  devilment  some- 
time, and  hopes  no  guilty  one  among  them  will  be  allowed  to  escape.  * 

Under  Indiana  he  refers  to  the  nonsensical  fad  of  dispensations  for 
crossing  or  entering  an  adjoining  State. 

We  copy  his  conclusion.  Glad  to  know  that  he  failed  to  *^  kick  out 
of  the  traces,"  as  he  is  still  Reporter: 

We  close  our  seventh  and  probably  our  last  report.  We  regret  to 
withdraw  from  membership  in  the  Guild  but  the  task  of  reviewing  is 
too  heavy  for  the  time  we  can  spare  for  the  work. 

To  the  members  of  the  Guild  and  to  all  Sir  Knights  we  express  our 
most  heartf'^lt  thanks  for  the  many  kindnesses  and  courtesies  which  has 
been  extended  to  us  during  the  years  that  have  passed.  We  have  re- 
ceived from  all  the  most  courteous  and  knightly  treatment,  and  we  be- 
speak the  same  for  our  successor  whoever  he  may  be. 

Sir  Ed.  S.  Lorimer,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Corres- 
pondent as  before. 


*  [Note  by  Grand  Recorder:  Anyone  who  has  struggled  with  Bro.  DeLap's  '•pot- 
hooks '*  and  nis  wicked  disregard  of  all  rales  of  punctuation  and  Infernal  ingenuity  in 
writing  names  so  that  they  cannot  be  even  sru eased,  would  coincide  with  the  printer,  if  he 
were  to  say,  "  Thou  cans't  not  say  I  did  it " ]. 
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TENNESSEE— 1902. 

The  Fortieth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Nashville,  May  2l8t. 
R.*.  E.'.  Win.  Theo.  Hope,  Grand  Commander,  presiding;.     All  the  staff 
were  present,  except  the  Grand  Prelate.    Fourteen  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies  were  represented. 

The  address  is  an  elegant  paper.    We  clip  from  his  opening  : 


The  years  come  and  go — with  lagging  footsteps  to  the  young,  and  as 
fleet  as  the  gazelle  to  the  old.  Coming,  they  seem  freighted  with  hu- 
man hopes  and  alluring  destinies ;  going,  they  strew  the  path  with  the 
wrecks  of  blighted  ambitions,  vain  regrets,  and  wasted  opportunities. 

And  yet,  to  those  who  live  their  lives  aright,  there  is  more  of  joy 
than  sorrow,  more  of  sunshine  than  shadow,  more  of  success  than  fail- 
ure. While  there  is  an  unseen  power  that  rules  our  destinies,  life  is 
largely  what  we  make  it. 

We  are  either  pessimists  or  optimists  from  choice.  A  pessimist  has 
been  defined  to  be  one,  who,  having  the  clioice  of  two  evils,  takes  them 
both.  An  optimist,  knowing  no  evil,  can  not  but  choose  that  which  is  good. 

We  also  copy  his  third  decision  : 

Eminent  Commander  of Commandery  wrote  me  in  March, 

1902,  as  follows  :  "  Can  an  Eminent  Commander  suspend  from  his  office 
a  Recorder  who  is  grossly  negligent  in  keeping  books,  and  actively  en- 
gsi^ed  in  keeping  the  Coramandery*s  money  ?  Can  this  be  done  peremp- 
torily, upon  satisfactory  evidence,  or  must  a  trial  be  had  preceding?" 

Answer — **  I  rule  that  the  Commantler  has  supreme  authority  over 
his  Commandery,  in  all  Templar  matters,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  Laws  of  his  Grand  Commandery,  and  the  Constitution, 
Laws,  and  Edicts  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  I  not  only  believe  he  has 
the  right,  but  I  believe  it  to  be  his  duty,  to  suspend  from  oflice  any  offi- 
cial in  his  Commandery  who  is  grossly  violating  his  obligations,  in  the 
neglect  of  his  official  duties.  While  deploring  the  necessity  for  such 
drastic  measures,  I  think  a  Commander  should  exercise  his  authority 
when  it  becomes  necessary  to  do  so,  for  the  good  of  his  Commandery." 

In  which  we  concur.  The  Committee  on  Doings  of  the  Grand  Officers 
reported  as  follows  on  the  decision  : 

We  also  recommend  the  approval  of  the  third  decision,  with  the 
proviso  that  nothing  contained  therein  shall  be  construed  as  depriving 
the  officer  charged  with  unsatisfactory  performance  of  duty,  of  the  right 
of  demanding  from  his  Commandery  or  from  the  Grand  Commander,  an 
investigation  and  redress,  if  the  action  of  the  Eminent  Commander 
shall  be  found  to  have  been  an  injustice. 

We  copy  the  last  clause  of  his  conclusion  : 

That  the  Returns  show  no  material  gain  in  our  enrollment  is  the  dis- 
couraging news  I  bring  you.  We  have  barely  held  our  own.  Can  not 
something  be  done  to  rekindle  the  latent  fire  and  arouse  the  old  time 
enthusiasm  in  Templar  Masonry  in  Tennessee?  Let  us  all  labor  to  that 
end. 

May  the  blessings  of  Almighty  God  continue  to  abide  with  us,  and 
may  he  direct  all  our  deliberations! 

That  is  better  than  coming  oat  behind. 
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Proceedings  mostly  local.  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash  balance 
of  $1,991.97.  Grand  Recorder  reported  receipts  for  the  year,  including 
$244.30  for  Triennial  Fund,  of  $1,963.64.  He  also  reported  a  net  loss  in 
membership  of  17,  which  we  much  regret.  Our  good  brother,  Foster, 
should  stir  things  up  and  revive  interest.  N(^  one  can  do  it  better. 
They  bought  a  cheap  hotel  at  Louisville,  the  expense  being  but  $409.11. 

CORRBSPONDBNGE 

I?  the  second  literary  child  of  our  brother  Ingersoll,  in  wliich  the 
minutes  of  most  of  the  Templar  Legislatures  receive  intelligent  and 
courteous  attention.  Mississippi,  for  1901  and  1902,  getting  six  pages. 
We  copy  a  part  of  his  opening : 

Beginning  his  second  Report  on  Templar  Correspondence  the  author 
would  gladly  use  the  familiar  style  of  the  first  person  singular,  and  wriie 
what  *'  I"  think  and  how  things  seem  to  ''  iiie,"  for  thus  we  would  all 
come  into  closer  communion  and  warmer  sympathy.  But  the  canons 
of  taste  forbid  this  liberty  even  to  the  free  and  freedom-loving  Knight 
who  dwells  on  the  borders  of  Appalachia  and  inhales  deep  draughts  of 
daily  inspiration  from  the  mountain  air  coming  fresh  and  clear  from  the 
verdure-clad  peaks  and  domes  of  the  Land  of  the  Sky.  But  egotism  is 
bad  form  ;  and  there  should  be  nothing  bad  about  Tennessee  Templar 
Correspondence,  whose  high  standards  have  been  set  by  Blackie  and 
Howell  and  Connor  and  Foster,  and  must  be  maintained  even  though  it 
cost  our  *'  I's." 

But,  dear  Fraters,  there  is  no  taboo  to  the  spirit  of  fraternity  ;  no 
fashion,  thank  heaven,  that  can  forbid  us  the  joys  of  Friendship  in  even 
formal  correspondence.  And  we  may  have  both  profit  and  pleasure  in 
annual  reminder  of  who  and  what  we  are — this  thousand  Templars  of 
Tennessee — and  what  ties  do  bind  us  to  the  more  than  hundred  thousand 
Knights  of  other  States  and  countries. 

Put  it  "  I  "  or  "  we  '*  as  it  suits  you  Brother. 

As  indicated  above,  his  review  of  Mississippi  is  full  and  very  fra- 
ternal.    We  copy : 

Frater  Jones  having  received  the  Grand  Encampment  circular 
touching  Christmas  observance,  obediently  promulgated  his  order  touch- 
ing the  stereotyped  sentiment  to  be  observed  by  all  Commanderies  ev- 
erywhere, and  to  a  copy  of  it  appends  this  modest  protest: 

While  willing  to  comply  with  any  order  or  request,  when  legally 
made,  and  to  observe  any  custom  that  will  honor  our  Lord  and  Master, 
Jesus  Christ,  I  am  unshaken  in  the  belief  that  this  Christmas  Toast  fad 
should  be  placed  upon  the  retired  list. 

While  not  in  fullest  sympathy  with  Frater  Jones  and  his  opposition 
to  any  observance  whatever  of  Christmas  holiday  by  Knights  Templar, 
we  do  join  him  most  heartily  in  disliking  the /ad  feature  of  it.  It  seems 
so  silly  and  absurd  that  every  Commandery  in  the  United  States  shall 
have  put  in  its  mouth,  as  though  it  were  a  five-year  old  boy,  the  words 
with  which  it  shall  express  its  loyal  sentiments  on  this  glad  holiday. 
The  Knights  Templar  of  America  are  neither  so  ignorant  nor  so  indif- 
ferent as  to  be  unable  to  appropriately  express  their  own  sentiments  in 
their  own  words  on  such  an  occasion ;  and  again  we  venture  to  express 
the  hope  that  whoever  is  responsible  for  this  poll-parrot  nonsense  will 
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assume  the  authority  to  cut  it  off  short.  If  it  be  a  custom,  aa  we  hear, 
then  surely  it  is  '*  a  custom  more  honored  in  the  breach  than  the 
observance." 

We  also  appropriate  the  following,  because  it  is  sound  sense: 

Touching  the  inefficiency  and  culpable  lethargy  of  subordinate 
officers  and  the  way  to  correct  this,  he  makes  the  following  pungent 
suggestions : 

Being  superior  to  the  domination  of  the  delusive  craze,  *  succession 
in  office,'  '  keep  the  line  in  promotion/  two  important  in(^uiries  should 
govern  in  the  selection  of  officers:  Is  he  fitted  for  the  duties?  Will  he 
give  diligence  and  so  perfect  himself  in  the  work  as  to  perform  those  du- 
ties with  credit  to  himself  and  honor  to  the  Commandery  ? 

And  in  this  we  venture  to  add  that  the  official  line  has  come  to  be 
the  fetich  of  Freemasonry  and  is  responsible  for  more  inefficient  officers 
and  moribund  Lodges,  Chapters  and  Commanderies  than  all  other  causes 
combined.  It  is  the  very  dry-rot  of  our  organization.  It  deprives  us  of 
the  services  and  leadership  of  the  best  men  among  us.  It  places  in  po- 
sitions of  trust  and  command  fraters  eminently  qualified  to  remain 
in  the  ranks,  but  with  no  capacity  for  command.  It  deadens  all 
worthy  ambition,  checks  lofty  aspirations,  and  oftentimes  crushes  even 
the  hopes  of  a  worthy  Commandery,  for  it  takes  an  effort,  oftentimes  a 
very  unpleasant  effort,  to  break  the  line,  that  long  line  which  **  comes 
gleaming  on'  for  nine  long  years  in  Grand  and  Subordinate  Chapters 
and  Commanderies,  and  assures  promotion  and  pre-eminence  in  official 
position  without  any  regard  whatever  to  personal  qualification.  **  Who 
sliall  deliver  us  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?'' 

He  wishes  "  our  Fred  "  to  state  "  when,  where  and  how  does  a  Grand 
Commander  obtain  authority  to  grant  dispensation  to  ballot  on  a  peti- 
tion at  any  other  than  a  stated  meeting  ?  " 

Of  our  good  and  lamented  Brother  Power  he  touchingly  says: 

At  the  close  of  these  minutes  we  see  written  for  the  last  time  the 
familiar  name  "  J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder."  He  has  left  the  ways  of 
this  mortal  life  and  his  feet  has  taken  hold  upon  the  steps  of  the  life  im- 
mortal. Thirty  years  of  faithful,  unremitting,  loving  service  he  gave  to 
Freemasonry  in  Mississippi ;  and  what  shall  be  the  harvest  of  the  seed 
he  sowed  is  not  given  to  mortal  man  to  know.  Some  of  the  harvest,  a 
little  only,  he  hud  the  pleasure  of  seeing  reaped  in  his  lifetime ;  but  an- 
other generation  will  be  witnessing  constantly  the  rich  fruitage  of  his 
faithful,  continuous  and  glorious  labors.  Those  who  survive  him  will 
find  the  burden  a  little  heavier  to  be  borne  since  he  has  fallen  from  the 
ranks;  but  bravely  no  doubt,  and  cheerfully  they  will  bear  it  in  memory 
of  their  faithful,  beloved  and  departed  co-laborer.  Sir  John,  brother 
companion,  and  fellow-soldier,  hail  and  farewell! 

Eight  pages  are  given  a  synopsis  of  Templar  law  prepared  b^  that  in- 
defatigable worker  in  the  quarry  of  jurisprudence.  Sir  Frederic  Speed. 
Ix)ng  may  he  live  to  serve  his  brothers  and  fellows  ! 

Of  this  Reporter  he  remarks : 

Right  in  the  middle  of  this  pamphlet  comes,  too,  the  picture  of  Sir 
E.  G.  DeLap,  miscalled  the  "Thersites  of  the  Guild,"  who  for  twenty-six 
years  has  written  the  Report  on  Correspondence  for  this  Grand  Com- 
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mandery,  and  still  enjoys  a  freedom  and  facility  of  speech  that  at  times 
is  really  startling.  Like  Bill  Sykes'  terrier,  he  seems  to  be  always  spoil- 
ing for  a  fight ;  and  yet  he  does* not  enjoy  it  hnlf  so  well  as  he  seems  to. 

As  a  sample  of- his  breezy  style,  we  clip  the  following  lines  from  his 
conclusion  : 

Who  in  thunder  is  or  was  "  Thersites,"  any  way?  Pending  Brother 
Ingersol's  reply,  we  say  good  bye  to  him  and  our  dear  neighljors  ot 
Tennessee. 

R.'.  £.'.  Sir  James  Park  Hanner,  is  Grand  Coipmander;  K.'.  Sir 
John  B.  Garret,  Grand  Recorder;  E.*.  Sir  Henry  H.  Ingersoll,  Reporter. 


TEXAS  — 1902. 

The  Forty-ninth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  El  Paso,  April  16th. 
and  17th.  R.".  E.*.  Sir  Frederick  M.  Gilhorough,  Grand  Commander, 
presiding.  The  attendance  was  (all.  The  opening  was  preceded  by  de- 
votional services. 

Address  of  welcome  by  R.'.  E.'.  T.  J.  Beall,  Past  Grand  Commander, 
and  response  by  the  R.*.  E.'.  Both  speeches  were  good.  The  Grand 
Prelate  also  made  a  littfe  address,  but  took  no  text,  talking  mostly  about 
the  Order,  its  inception,  history,  aims;  what  it  has  done  for  the  church 
and  ought  to  do  for  the  world,  etc. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  *' strictly  business,"  containing 
a  history  of  his  administration.  He  reports  the  Order  in  good  shape 
and  that  peace  prevails.  He  notes  in  eloquent  and  touching  words  the 
death  and  lovableness  of  President  McKinley.  Also  refers  to  the  demise 
of  Past  Grand  Commander,  Edwin  G.  Bowen,  of  that  Jurisdiction.  He 
calls  the  "  Christmas  Observance,"  **  this  beautiful  and  impressive  cer- 
emony," both  of  which  it  can  and  should  be  made.  No  questions  of  the 
law  and,  of  course,  no  decisions.  Dispensations  not  numerous  and  for 
proper  objects.  He  refused  several  requests  for  permission  to  ballot  out 
of  time.  He  thanks  the  ''staff"  and  the  Grand  Recorder,  specially  for 
courteous  and  zealous  assistance  and  support. 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  cash  balance  on  hand  of 
$2,557.34.  It  also  shows  that  the  Triennial,  at  Louisville,  cost  the  Texans 
about  $1,000.00  net.  The  Committer  on  Returns  reported  a  gross  gain  of 
262,  and  a  loss  of  149,  leaving  net  gain  of  112.  They  also  reported  that 
during  the  last  ten  years,  1780  Knights  had  been  "  created  "  ( they 
should  have  said  *'  dubbed  "  )  285  had  affiliated  and  108  had  been  rein- 
stated, making  total  gains— 2173 — 675  had  dimitted,  551  had  been  sus- 
pended, 15  expelled  and  302  died,  leaving  a  net  gain  of  630. 

We  clip  this  from  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence's  report: 

The  opening  of  every  Stated  Conclave  should  be  in  long  form  with 
all  Sir  Knights  in  full  regalia.    We  are  aware  that  there  is  a  great  pau- 
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city  of  uniforms  in  many  Commanderies,  and  a  great  laxity  in  regard  to 
form  is  apparent  in  many  of  the  subordinate  bodies. 

It  is  awkward  to  see  a  line  drawn  up  in  which  more  than  half  are  in 
citizens'  clotiiing,  with  nothing  but  a  whfte  cloth  Baldric,  and  perhaps 
a  broken  foil,  yet  such  is  the  practice  in  many  of  the  Commanderies. 
It  is  really  a  part  of  the  obligations  of  a  Templar  to  procure  a  uniform, 
and  the  Kminent  Commander  should  see  to  it  that  they  are  worn  at  all. 
Conclaves.  We  do  not  believe  that  this  Grand  Body  should  undertake 
retroactive  legislation  with  a  view  of  requiring  all  members  who  are  now 
Knights  Templar  in  this  Jurisdiction  to  procure  uniforms.  We  suggest, 
however,  that  the  Eminent  Commanders  use  their  utmost  persuasive 
powers  to  induce  the  members  of  their  respective  Commanderies.  who 
are  not  uniformed  to  procure  same.  But  we  think  it  entirely  within  its 
province  to  make  a  regulation  for  future  guidance,  and  we  therefore  re- 
commend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  to  have  the  force  and 
efTect  of  the  standing  regulation  : 

'•  Resolved,  That  hereafter  every  applicant  for  the  Orders  in  this 
State  shall  be  required  to  supply  himself  with  the  uniform  prescribed 
by  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Texas,  within  thirty  (30)  days  after  the 
Order  of  the  Temple  is  conferred  upon  him,  and  that  the  Eminent  Com- 
manders see  that  this  regulation  is  rigidly  enforced." 

Total  membership  2383. 

The  Correspondence  Committee  is  double  barreled  as  the  "  Opening 
Chorus  "  of  the  report  shows.     We  copy  : 

Your  Committee  on  Correspondence  herewith  submits  its  review  of 
the  proceedings  of  all  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions  so  far  as  received.  The 
report  has  been  prepared  by  the  two  members  of  the  Committee  whose 
names  are  appended.  They  have  not  seen  each  other  since  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Commandery  ;  have  had  no  opportunity  to  confer  with 
each  other,  and  neither  has  a  chance  to  read  tne  portion  written  by  the 
other  before  going  to  press.  So  we  think  it  will  be  more  satisfactory  to 
the  Committee  as  well  as  to  our  readers,  especially  to  c^ontemporary 
Correspondents  in  other  jurisdictions,  to  indicate  by  the  initals  at  the 
bottom. 

Our  good  Bro.  Elgin  takes  the  bnt  at  Alabama  and  scores  Connecticut. 
When  Bro.  Kouusavall  comes  to  scratch  and  '*  holds  the  fort"  through 
Connecticut,  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  so  on.  Each  of  them 
is  a  Past  Master  at  the  business  and  deserving  of  the  highest  praise.  We 
are  not  partial,  however,  to  double  barreled  "  cannrm."  A  double  bar- 
reled shot  gun  is  all  right,  but  the  line  should  be  drawn  right  there. 
Bro.  Elgin  devotes  over  four  pages  to  Mississippi  for  1900,  1901  and  1902. 
The  first  he  calls  too  ancient  to  call  for  review,  in  which  we  concur.  He 
then  adds  some  beautiful  words  in  appreciation  of  what  we  have  said  of 
him  and  his  work  in  the  past.  You  deserve  all  the  good  things  that  have 
been  or  may  be  said  or  written  of  you  and  your  work. 

After  quoting  what  our  good  friend,  Jno.,  of  Chicago,  had  to  say  of 
his  visit  to  Mississippi  last  year,  he  has  this  to  say  : 

We  are  too  familiar  with  the  scenes  described  by  Sir  Knight  §mith 
to  doubt  his  accuracy.  In  this  Jurisdiction,  as  in  Mississippi,  the  Shrin- 
ers  select  their  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
as  the  occasion  for  their  principal  meeting  during  the  year  and  it  is  a 
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sad  commentary  on  the  Order  of  Knights  Templar  that  so  many  of  their 
members  go  to  its  Annual  Conclaves  for  the  purpose  of  attending  that 
meeting.  The  public  exhibitions  the  Shriners  make  on  the  streets  are  so 
much  in  contrast  with  the  serious,  dignified,  earnest  characteristics  of 
Templarism  that  the  latter  is  bound  to  lose  respect  in  the  eyes  of  the 
public,  who  are  led  to  suppose  it  \a  a  part  of  the  Templar  organization. 
The  evil  has  become  so  conspicuous  in  Texas  as  to  attract  the  attention 
of  the  Grand  Master  and  to  receive  such  notice  from  him  as,  we  hope, 
will  prevent  the  meetings  of  the  two  bodies  from  occurring  at  the  same 
time  and  place  in  the  future. 

We  are  sorry  we  cannot  concur,  and  think  our  brotlier  is  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  any  considerable  number  of  the  outside  world  think  the 
Shrine  a  part  or  parcel  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple.  Nine-tenths  of  them 
know  that  there  is  no  connection  between  the  two  in  matters  of  a  seri- 
ous nature ;  that  the  Shrine  is  an  Institution,  the  practical  workings  of 
which  prove  the  truth  of  the  old,  old  couplet: 

*^  A  little  nonsense,  now  and  then, 
Is  relished  by  the  best  of  men." 

As  to  any  evil  resulting  to  the  Templar  Order  from  this  cause,  we  can 
see  no  possibility  of  it.  Besides,  if  the  Institution  is  too  weak  to  stand 
this  test,  we  had  better  let  it  die.  It  is  always  delightful  to  us  to  see  a 
lot  of  men,  old  and  young,  forget,  for  a  time  the  trials  and  worry  of  every- 
day life  and  play  the  boy  again.  We  are  sorry  our  brother  is  down  on 
the  Shrine.  It  is  the  best  tonic  for  a  poor,  tired,  worried  man  of  busi- 
ness in  the  world,  except,  only,  an  inner  consciousness  of  the  favor  and 
love  of  God. 

Under  "1902"  this: 

We  open  tlieiu  with  a  sad  heart.  The  first  thing  we  see  on  opening 
the  book  is  the  portrait  of  the  lamented  John  Logan  Power.  Wlien  we 
met  and  parted  again  at  Louisville  we  little  thought  it  was  to  be  for  the 
last  time.  In  less  than  a  month  we  received  the  news  that  he  had  gone 
to  answer  the  roll  call  above.  Next  in  the  book  before  us  is  the  title 
page  of  the  proceedings  of  an  Emergent  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery,  convened  at  Jackson  for  the  purpose  of  escorting  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  pacing  the  honors  of  Templar  Masonry  to  his  remains.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  I^odge  and 
Grand  Chapter,  and  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Council  and  Grand 
Commandery.  He  had  served  continuously  in  the  former  capacity  for 
thirty-two  and  in  the  latter  for  thirty-one  years. 

Bro.  Elgin's  review  is  exceedingly  full,  not  only  of  our  pamphlets, 
but  all  others,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  Bro.  Rounsavall.  Each  is  a 
ready  writer  and  they  stand  very  near  the  head  of  the  column  of  Mutu- 
als.    God  bless  them  both. 

Sir  Jacob  F.  Zurn  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Jno.  Carson  Kidd, 
Grand  Recorder ;  Correspondent,  Sir  R.  M.  Elgin. 
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VIRGINIA-1901. 

The  Seventy-ninth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  Nov- 
ember I4th.,  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  James  Edward  Alexander,  Grand  Commander ; 
£.*.  Sir  James  B.  Blanks,  Grand  Recorder;  only  one  pro-tem  Grand  Offi- 
cer; four  Past  Grands;  along  list  of  Past  Commanders;  twenty-three 
Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  eighteen  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies  were  present. 

The  address  is  a  good  one.     We  excerpt  his  opening  chorus : 

V 

Dear  Fkatbrs:  After  a  year  of  separation,  with  its  varied  experi- 
ences of  success  and  failure,  realization  and  disappointment,  sickness 
and  health,  and  joy  and  sorrow,  we  once  more  meet  each  other  face  to 
face;  once  more  hear  the  greetings  in  familiar  tones,  and  again  feel  the 
thrill  of  brotherhood,  as  we  grasp  each  other's  hands;  and  if  this  broth- 
erhood has  been  consciously  cemented  through  the  sacrificial  blood  of 
Him  ^*  who  loved  us  and  gave  himself  for  us,"  if  we  '*  know  whom  we 
have  believed,"  we  shall  have  the  presence  of  our  Elder  Brother,  who  is 
ever  in  the  midst  of  those  who  meet  together  in  His  name,  and  each 
shall  hear  His  whispered  greeting,  '*  My  peace  I  give  unto  you." 

The  occasion  which  brings  us  together  is  not  only  the  Seventy-ninth 
Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Virginia,  but  it  is  also 
the  first  of  the  Twentieth  Century,  with  all  which  that  may  mean.  It  is 
an  exalted  privilege  to  be  even  an  atomic  factor  in  such  an  age.  Its  in- 
tensity is  marvelous ;  the  work  of  a  month  an  hundred  years  ago  must 
now  be  crowded  into  a  day,  and  the  labor  of  a  year  accomplished  in  a 
month.  That  which  attracted  attention  a  few  years  since  is  obsolete  and 
effete  to-day.  The  scrap  piles  of  Mechanics,  Science,  Literature  and 
Art,  are  the  mile-stones  of  the  century  past.  As  the  warp  of  time  is 
crossed  and  re-crossed  by  the  multitude  of  hurrying  events ;  by  the  cas- 
uistry and  sophistry  which  tends  to  license  rather  than  liberty  ;  by  the 
envying,  selfishness,  and  strife  in  the  political  world,  and  by  the  insatiate 
greed  of  aggregated  and  enormous  wealth  in  commercial  life,  there  is 
danger  of  forgetfulness  of  dependence  upon  God  and  of  infringement 
upon  the  rights  of  the  individual,  the  community,  and  the  nation.  The 
exhilaration  wh^ch  comes  with  riches,  power,  and  position,  drifts  toward 
an  eg'>tism  which  has  little  or  no  consideration  for  the  purposes,  plans, 
and  productions  of  others.  In  such  an  age,  with  its  menacing  dangers, 
but  splendid  opportunities,  it  is  our  duty  and  should  be  a  privilege,  to 
carry,  with  undaunted  fortitude,  into  the  midst  of  these  activities  and 
motives  the  unquestioning  faith  in  God,  the  impartial  justice  to  our  fel- 
low-man, and  tne  personal  unsullied  honor  of  Christian  Knighthood.  If 
in  the  century  now  opening,  **  Swords  shall  be  beatei^  into  plowshares  " 
and  spears  into  pruning  hooks,  if  nations  shall  cease  from  war,  and  the 
reign  of  Emanuel,  whom  we  have  vowed  to  serve,  is  to  become  univer- 
sal, the  inspiration  and  rallying  cry  of  the  Templar  Host  must  be,  not 
only  "  In  Hoc  Signo  Vinces,"  but  "  Fideiis  ad  mortem^**  if  we  would  par- 
ticipate in  the  glorious  achievement. 

The  year  about  to  close  has  been  one  of  prosperity,  as  will  be  shown 
by  the  report  of  our  Grand  Recorder,  and  our  relations  among  ourselves 
and  with  the  other  jurisdictions,  are  such  as  should  always  be  main- 
tained between  Knights  Templar. 

The  proceedings  were  devoid  of  general  interest.  Total  membership 
1,713,  a  gain  of  75.    Treasury  balance  $183.25. 

The  Right  Eminent  is  also  the  architect  of  the  Correspondence  Re- 
port, which  covers  seventy  pages  ol  the  pamphlet  and  digests  the  minutes 
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of  most  of  the  Templar  legislatures,  Mississippi  for  1900,  getting  not 
quite  a  page. 

We  copy  a  part  of  his  conclusion  : 

From  some  remarks  noticed  in  our  reading  the  other  *'  burning  ques- 
tions "  of  recent  years  appear  to  have  been  incinnerated  and  we  have  no 
desire  to  pose  as  the  **  Ash  Man.*' 

Several  of  the  decisions  which  appear  in  the  proceedings  of  Virginia 
for  1898,  have  received  more  or  less  adverse  criticism  and  no  effort  has 
been  made  in  this  report  to  defend  for  the  reasons — 

1st.  Our  truest  friends  always  tell  us  of  our  faults. 

2nd.  The  R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Knight  who  ruled  us  on  the  questions  now  rests 
in  the  quietness  and  peacefulness  of  the  National  Cemetery  at  Arlington, 
Virginia, 

3rd.  Four  of  them  cannot  be  defended,  but  the  motive  which 
prompted  the  committee  to  recommend  and  the  Grand  Coinmandery  to 
adopt  was,  to  say  the  leasts  generous  and  considerate  to  one  who  had 
even  then  nearly  solved  the  last  problem  of  life. 

To  the  distinguished  company  into  whose  presence  we  have  been  so 
suddenly  thrust  without  preparation  we  make  our  best  bow  as  a  novice; 
recognizing  and  appreciating  the  honor,  in  this  instance,  as  well  as 
the  truth  of  the  adage,  "  A  man  is  known  by  the  company  he  keeps." 
We  have  read  with  pleasure  and  profit  what  you  have  written  about  us 
and  others,  and  if  we  have  presumed  to  be  at  all  familiar,  it  is  because 
you  have  made  it  possible.  Some  day  we  hope  to  meet  you  in  person  as 
we  do  now  in  spirit.  We  must  crave  your  patience,  however,  for  D.  V., 
we  shall  have  to  again  appear  before  you  in  November,  1902,  provided 
our  domestic  financier  enters  no  protest  about  the  gns  bills,  and  the  sup- 
ply of  our  mental  vaporing  is  not  exhausted. 

R.".  E.'.  Sir  John  E.  Townes,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 


WISCONSIN  — 1902. 

The  Forty-fourth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  October 
14th.  and  15th.  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Giles  Stevens,  Grand  Commander;  E.'.  Sir 
W.  W.  King,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  Grand  Officers  were  present,  as 
were  the  Representatives  of  thirteen  Grand  Commanderies ;  twenty-nine 
Subordinate  Commandaries ;  nine  Past  Grand  Commanders;  some  other 
Past  Grand  Officers,  and  twenty-one  Past  Commanders. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  able  review  of  his  adminis- 
tration of  which  he  has  a  right  to  be  proud. 

He  made  four  decisions,  one  of  them  being  tliat  it  is  not  the  correct 
thing  for  an  officer  to  be  recorded  as  present  when  he  is  absent.  The  Right 
Eminent  is  also  of  the  opinion  that  lying  is  morally  wrong  and  we 
would  be  glad  if  certain  chaps  we  wat  of  were  equally  learned.  They 
are  unable  to  detect  any  moral  turpitude  in  the  agents  of  the  Church  re- 
sorting to  the  basest  falsehood  and  deceit  to  get  money  out  of  the  United 
States  Treasury  to  be  used  in  God's  (  ? )  work ! 
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His  dispensations  were  for  proper  purposes.  Tlie  paper  as  a  whole 
is  an  elegant  one.  Proceedings  routine  and  of  local  interest.  Total 
uiembernhip,  3,319,  again  of  51.    Cash  balance,  $2,462.15. 

Correspondence  is  the  finished  and  perfect  ashlar  of  the  inimitable 
Swain  and  is  the  twentieth  from  his  versatile  and,  sometimes,  caustic 
pen.  He  digests  the  minutes  of  most  of  the  Templar  Grands,  in  his 
usual  entertaining  and  instructive  style. 

He  devotes  four  pages  to  Mississippi  at  Winona,  copies  and  comments, 
comments  and  copies  in  his  own  quaint  and  amusing  way.  He  clips 
largely  from  our  report  and  remarks : 

The  above  shows  that  we  liave  made  a  convert  of  DeLap.  *'  It  is  not 
the  te^  but  the  abtise  ol  wine  that  hurts."  Just  what  we  have  always 
contended.  **If  I  have  no  right  to  sell,  he,  logically,  has  no  right  to 
drink  it."  Again  what  we  have  often  said.  From  the  closing  portion, 
we  judge  DeLap  expects  to  take  his  breath  with  him  when  he  goes  to 
heaven.  That  being  the  case,  doubtless  he  will  take  his  appetite  also, 
and  how  does  he  know  but  he  will  find  some  of  the  pure  wine,  which  he 
approves  ?  We  hope  he  will  not  be  like  the  man  of  whom  we  recently 
learned.  There  were  two  men  in  the  town,  one  of  whom  was  a  strict 
church  member,  rigidly  attentive  to  all  the  forms  and  ceremonies,  but 
with  whom  nothing  seemed  to  be  just  right ;  it  didn't  rain  at  the  right 
time,  and  when  it  did,  it  rained  too  much,  etc.,  etc.  The  other  took  the 
world  as  he  found  it;  did  not  go  to  church  much  or  belonged  to  any,  but 
was  always  doing  some  kind  act  and  helping  his  neighbor,  and  was  uni- 
versally beloved.  Both  died  and  went  to  heaven,  the  former,  of  course, 
and  the  latter  becauBe  there  did  not  seem  to  be  any  good  reason  to  keep 
him  out.  After  a  while  he  got  a  furlough,  and  came  back  on  a  visit,  and 
was  questioned  about  his  surroundings.  Is  Brother  A.  in  heaven?" 
'*  Oh,  yes,  he  is  there  all  right."  '*  Does  he  find  anything  to  complain 
about  ?  "  **  Well,  some  things  don't  seem  to  suit  him.  The  other  day  he 
told  me  the  golden  streets  were  so  hard  they  hurt  his  feet.  I  called  on 
him  hif>t  night  and  his  new  halo  had  just  arrived,  and  he  was  bitter  be- 
cause it  didn't  fit."  We  hope  and  believe  that  DeLap's  halo  will  be  a 
perfect  fit. 

We  hope  to  meet  our  friend  William  in  the  City  of  God  and  when 
do  we  will  be  so  glad  that  we  will  forget  to  quarrel  to  all  eternity.  He 
closes  as  follows : 

We  have  done.  In  the  volumes  we  have  gone  through,  it  seems  to 
us  there  is  nothing  old  or  new.  Peace  and  harmony  prevail.  The  de- 
pendent membership  question  is  settled  for  the  present.  Those  of  us 
wiio  do  not  like  the  way  it  is  settled,  recognize  that  it  is  the  law,  and 
acquiesce. 

It  is  a  noticeable  feature  of  these  latter  days,  observable  in  the  Order 
as  well  as  outside  of  it,  that  the  religion  of  Christ  is  superceding  the  re- 
ligion of  qreed,  and  toleration  succeeds  sectarian  bitterness,  ^o  may  it 
ever  be. 

We  say  amen,  but  confess  our  inability  to  see  this  change,  among 
the  churches  or  people  down  here.  It  is  much  the  same  as  of  yore — if 
not  more  so. 

« 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  B.  E.  Read  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent,  as  before. 
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WEST    VIRGINIA  — 1902. 


Twenty-eighth  Annual  at  Wheeling,  May  14th.  R.'.  E.*.  8ir  Jno.  K. 
F.  Steele,  Grand  Commander;  E.'.  Sir  Robt.  C.  Dunnington,  Grand  Re- 
corder.   Of  the  Grand  Officers  the  Prelate  and  Warden  were  absent. 

There  were  present  six  Past  Grand  Commanders,  one  Past  Grand 
Generalissimo,  one  Past  Grand  Captain  General,  about  fifty  Past  £m  i  nen  t  ^ 

Commanders,  several  distinguished  visitors  and  representatives  from  i 

fourteen  Subordinate  Commanderies.  ^ 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  '^  strictly  business,"  devoid  of 
sentimentality  and  contains  no  reference  to  the  Crusades  or  the  earlier 
Templars,  which  is  refreshing.  He  issued  the  usual  quota  of  dispensa- 
tions but  they  were  all  for  proper  purposes. 

Due  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  Knightly  dead, 
both  of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdictions,  among  the  latter  our  own  be- 
loved brother  Power. 

Proceedings  devoid  of  general  interest.  The  Grand  Treasurer  re- 
ports receipts  of  a  little  over  $2,000.00  and  a  cash  balance  of  only  $213.00. 

Grand  Recorder  reports  total  membership  of  1,540,  again  of  207. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Covers  119  pages,  reviews,  in  an  entertaining  manner,  the  min- 
utes of  42  Templar  Grands  and  is  the  sixth  in  regular  succession,  by  our 
good  friend,  W.  W.  Van  Winkle. 

Bro.  Van  Winkle's  reports  are  among  the  best  and  most  instructive 
of  all.  Nothing  of  importance  or  interest  in  the  various  pamphlets, 
escapes  his  eye  or  attention,  nnd  any  one  reading  his  report  can  find  out 
all  that  is  transpiring  in  the  Templar  family. 

Our  brother  devotes  about  three  pages  to  our  pamphlet  for  1901.  He 
notes  all  that  was  done  and  occasionally  indulges  in  a  word  of  comment. 
He  has  a  pleasant  word  for  this  scribe  which  is  appreciated.  The  *'  intel- 
ligent compositor  "  fiend  gets  in  his  work  on  us  in  this  style:  '"Past 
Grand  Commander  F.  G.  DkLaq,  Committee  on  Correspondence." 

It  is  pleasant  to  remember  that  there  is  a  place  of  torment,  called 
Hades,  prepared  for  these  fellows. 

A  group  picture  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  1902,  makes  an  elegant 
frontispiece  to  the  pamphlet.    A  body  of  splendid  looking  men. 

Under  Montana  we  find  these,  and  also  a  portrait  of  brother  Brooke, 
who  is  83  years  old,  and  looks  it,  but  here  is  the  clipping  : 

Noting  our  reference  to  absence  of  Sir  Edward  G.  Brooke,  Grand 
Representative  of  West  Virginia  near  Montana,  he  informs  us  he  "  never 
missed  attendance  though  83  years  of  age."  He  is  proud  of 'his  West 
Virginia  birth,  and  an  enthusiastic  Mason  and  a  grand  old  pioneer  of 
Montana. 

We  simply  noted  his  absence  as  shown  by  your  proceedings,  and  led 
to  admire  him,  not  only  because  of  your  encomiums,  but  through  a  letter 
which  has  been  furnished  us,  and  at  the  risk  of  being  called  down,  re- 
produce it  for  the  information  of  yours  and  our  fraters  by  whom  it 
should  be  appreciated.    It  is : — 
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Whitehall,  Mont.,  Nov.  6, 1901. 
Mr.  R.  C  DunningUmy  Grand  Recorder ^  FairmourUy  W.  Va, : 

L>EAK  Fratbr: — 

I  send  by  this  day's  mail  a  photograpli  of  your  Representative  to 
the  Grand  Kncampment  of  K.  T.  of  Montana,  which  met  in  the  city  of 
Helena,  capital  of  Montana,  on  the  17th.  Sept.,  distance  65  miles,  which 
I  traveled  on  my  faithful  horse  *'  Rack,''  17  years  old  on  10th.  of  May 
last ;  was  13  years  old  before  being  broke  to  saddle,  and  is  the  roughest 
horse  1  ever  mounted,  but  can  go  a  louder  distance  in  four  hours  than 
any  man's  horse  in  Montana,  or  out  of  it  for  that  matter ;  for  what  Mon- 
tana men  and  horses  cannot  accomplish  is  worse  than  folly  to  outsiders 
to  attempt  it.  As  I  have  given  you  the  age  of  the  horse,  I  will  also  give 
the  age  of  the  rider.  Your  Representative,  who  was  born  on  the  25th. 
Sept.  1819,  Alleghany  county,  Maryland,  at  what  is  known  as  Deer  Park, 
now  in  my  83d  year,  and  enjoying  splendid  health,  never  better,  as  the 
photo  I  send  will  vouch  for.  Many  inquiries  are  made  as  to  my  mode  of 
living.  My  answer  is  a  large  bowl  of  oatmeal  and  good  Montana  milk 
for  breakfast,  bacon  for  dinner  or  lunch,  whatever  is  placed  on  the  table 
for  supper,  yellow  corn  meal  mush  and  milk,  ride  daily  a  hard  trotting 
horse,  sleep  sound  from  10  p.  m.  to  5  a.  m.,  attend  all  religious  denomi- 
nation services,  and  better  than  all  vote  the  Democratic  ticket,  pro- 
vided it  is  made  up  of  good  material ;  but  if  it  fails  in  this  I  select  a 
substitute  from  the  other  ticket,  hoping  he,  the  substitute,  may  prove 
unworthy  of  the  office,  thus  preferring  to  aid  in  damaging  the  other  fel- 
low's party  doubly.  So  should  there  be  anv  of  the  infernal  anarchists 
in  said  party  my  daily  prayer  is  that  my  life  be  spared  with  health  and 
strength  to  render  good  service  in  destroying  that  class,  who  wish  to 
destroy  our  government.  President  McKinley  was  a  good,  honest  man, 
and  was  doing  what  he  thought  was  best,  though  I  do  not  think  as  he 
did  in  many  ways.  God  did  not  intend  us  all  to  see  and  think  alike, 
and  it  is  necessary  to  have  two  parties  in  a  government  like  ours — the 
best  ever  established. 

On  29th.,  ulto.  I  attended  with  my  Commandery,  Helena  No.  2,  to 
assist  in  laying  a  corner  stone  of  Masonic  Hall  to  be  built  in  Butte.  It 
is  to  cost  $30,000,  and  probably  $50,000  before  completed  and  furnished, 
but  that  is  moderate  for  Butte,  but  you  have  known  there  is  but  one 
Butte;  it  cannot  be  duplicated  in  this  or  any  other  country. 

I  am  reported  to  be  at  present  date  senior  among  Montana's  early 
pioneers,  and  have  made  five  trips  over  the  plains.  My  next  and  last 
will  be  to  the  St.  l^uis  Exposition  1903,  and  may  extend  it  on  to  West 
Virginia,  though  I  fear  there  will  be  but  few  of  my  friends  living. 
Fifty-two  years  is  a  long  stretch  of  time  to  be  absent.  I  am  also  reported 
to  be  the  senior  among  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  I  did  not  think  of 
writing  but  a  few  lines  when  I  commenced  this,  and  have  written  with- 
out glasses,  only  use  them  at  night. 

Very  courteously, 

Edward  G.  Brooks. 

The  old  gentleman  writes  a  chatty  letter  and  it  will  pay  "  you  uns  " 
to  read  it. 

We  close  our  attention  to  West  Virginia  by  copying  our  Brother 
Van's  conclusion : 

The  end  has  been  reached  under  conditions  we  wish  were  otherwise. 
Tliis  report  has  been  written  spasmodically,  when  our  thoughts  were 
diverted,  in  the  direction  most  required  and  needed.  We  bespeak  char- 
itable consideration,  as  many  inacruraciep  are  apparent  which  we  did  not 
have  opportunity  to  correct.    Our  work   is  more  especially  to  inform 
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fraters  of  our  own  jurisdiction  of  the  transactions  in  others,  as  we  have 
gleaned  theni  from  the  several  reports  examined.  If  they  are  satisfied 
we  will  be  grateful. 

There  are  few — possibly  no— questions  for  discussion,  as  recent  enact- 
ment has  settled  the  law,  where  before  it  was  imperfect,  and  removed  all 
subject  of  controversy.  That  removed,  the  poverty  of  other  material 
makes  it  not  only  difficult  but  a  laborious  work  to  construct  and  pre- 
sent an  interesting  paper.  We  have  done  the  best  we  could  under  all 
the  conditions,  and  trust  we  have  succeeded,  if  only  in  a  measured  way. 

R.'.E.'.  Sir  Jno.  A.  Bryan  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent,  continued. 

WYOMING  — 1902. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  was  held  in  Green  River,  April  9th.  Sir  T. 
Seddon  Taliaferro,  Grand  Coinniander;  Sir  Adrian  J.  Parshall,  Grand 
Recorder.  Five  members  of  the  stuff  were  absent,  five  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders, fourteen  Past  Commanders,  fourteen  Grand  Representatives 
and  delegates  from  five  out  of  eight  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  in 
attendance. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  nice  paper  and  barring  the 
reference  to  the  founders  of  the  Order,  an  eloquent  one.     However,  some  1 

people  seem  to  think  the  world  is  Inrgely  indebted  to  the  founders  and  ^ 

earlier  members  of  the  Order  for  certain  blessings  we  now  enjoy  and  we 
see  people  gVateful  for  the  good  things  they  get.  * 

He  granted  two  dispensations  to  **  cut  across  lots  "  and   made  one 

I 

decision  or  rather  referred  it  to  the  Grand  Body,  which  decided  that  a 
member  of  what  is  commonly  known  as  "Spurious  "  Masonry — shall  not 
be  allowed  to  receive  the  Order  of  the  Temple  or  Templar  courtesies  in 
Wyoming.     All  of  which  is  proper  and  right. 

Proceedings  rotitine  and  of  local  interest.  The  Grand  Recorder  re- 
ports a  total  membership  of  397 — a  gain  of  only  5.  Total  receipts  $666.63. 
Cash  balance  in  Treasury  of  $827.63. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Is  the  maiden  efibrt  of  Brother  Jesse  Knight,  and  considering  that 
he  succeeded  the  loved  and  lamented  Jno.  B.  Baird,  he  does  remarkably 
well.     We  excerpt  his  opening : 

We  submit  herewith  the  Annual  report  on  Correspondence  for  the 
year  1902.  Without  experience  in  this  or  similar  work  and  under  an 
:ippointiiient  made  in  an  emergency  caused  by  the  death  of  Sir  Knight 
John  C  Baird,  who  had  gained  respect  at  the  "  Hound  Table''  among 
Sir  Knights  who  had  made  this  work  the  pleasure  of  years,  we  have  at- 
tempted to  serve  you.  Among  those  who  have  never  aspired  to  do 
what  they  were  conscious  others  available  could  do  better,  we  claim  to 
be  one.  There  are  in  Wyoming  many  Sir  Knights  who  could  make  for 
our  young  State  an  enviable  record  for  having  an  able  Correspondent. 
The  fund  of  information  obtainable  and  the  value  to  the  Order  of  Knight- 
hood, if  such  a  one  be  selected,  can  hardly  be  estimated.  We  demand 
that  justice  be  done— that  such  an  one  be  selected  and  that  we  be  dis- 
missed with  this  effort  on  our  part,  entirely  unsatisfactory  to  us. 

After  trying  three  times  to  say  this  in  (irand  Commandery  and  being 
"sat  upon  "  as  "  out  of  order,"  the  whole  Masonic  world  shall  know  of 
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the  circumstances  under  which   we    presume    to    submit   another   re- 
view, if  we  are  compelled  so  to  do. 

Brother  Knight's  review  of  Mississippi  is  one  of  the  administration 
of  Grand  Commander  Jones,   and  while  short  is  pleasant  and  fraternal. 

We  extend  a  liearty  welcome  to  Brother  Knight,  unto  the  large  and 
respectable  family  of  Mutuals,  and  express  the  hope  that  he  may  *'  live 
long  and  prosper  "  and  become  a  power  for  good  in  the  Guild. 

K.*.  E.'.  >ir  James  M.  Rumsey,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  continued. 


WASHINGTON— 190  2. 

The  Fifteentli  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Tacoma, 
June  4th.  Sir  Jno.  Lillie,  Grand  Commander,  presided.  All  the  other 
Grand  Officers,  seven  Past  Grand  Commanders  and  delegates  from  nine 
Subordinate  Commanderies,  were  in  attendance. 

The  address  is  simply  a  resume  of  the  important  events  of  his  ad- 
ministration. 

His  dispensations  were  all  for  proper  purposes.  He  reported  that 
his  command  was  quite  generally  pious  on  Easter  Sunday. 

Proceedings  routine  and  local.  Cash  balance  in  treasury  $1,691.32. 
Total  membership  771,  a  gain  of  61. 

COKRKSPONDKNCB 

Is  the  eleventh  in  huccession  of  our  good  friend  and  brother,  Blalock 
and,  like  the  other  ten,  is  a  good  one. 

His  review  of  Mississippi,  1902,  is  fraternal  and  friendly.  We  ex- 
cerpt: 

A  phototype  of  the  late  Sir  John  L.  Power  is  on  the  title  page  of  the 
proceedings.     Referring  to  his  <leath  the  committee  says: 

Recognizing  the  loss  to  earth  of  a  valiant  and  magnanimous  Knight 
of  tlie  Temple,  unanimously  awarded  to  liis  memory  the  fraternal  love 
of  Christian  Knighthood,  and  ten<ler  Christian  condolence  to  his  be- 
reaved family,  and  the  host  of  f  raters  who  will  unite  with  us  in  asserting 
"  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant,"  passed  from  earth,  but  resting 
safely  in  the  "Camp  of  the  Blessed  Master." 

Bro.  B.  quotes  all  decisions  made  by  Grand  Commanders,  which 
strikes  us  as  being  a  good  thing  to  do,  especially  where  they  are  of  any 
importance.  It  is  also  well  to  note  whether  or  not  these  decisions  are 
approved  by  the  Grand  Bodies,  because,  when  they  are  not,  they  only 
have  the  prestige  of  individual  opinion,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
they  are  approved  they  become  law  in  that  jurisdiction. 

We  copy  his  "Conclusion,"  v,'hich  is  short  but  sweet: 

We  have  done,  and  would  it  were  better,  "but  such  as  I  have,  give 
I  unto  you."  As  to  being  classed  as  the  "boss  clipper,"  we  are  not 
hunting  for  titles,  but  will  not  complain  at  this,  as  we  feel  we  have  done 
our  dutv  us  best  we  could. 

W^ishing  our  re«<ler8  the  blessings  of  our  Immanuel. 

R.*.  K.'.  Sir  Frank  P.  Wevmouth  is  (itjukI  Commander;  R/.  E.'.  Sir 

Yancev  C.  Blalock,  (irand  Recorder  and  Correspondent, 
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CONCLUSION. 

Having  waded  through  such  pamphlets  as  have  reached  us  and  said 
our  say  ahout  each  in  its  proper  place,  we  suhniit  the  aggregation  for 
your  inspection.  There  is  nothing  in  it  of  a  hlood-curdling  kind,  and 
we  have  tried  to  be  as  courteous  as  possible  with  every  one  except  Bel-, 
den,  of  Arizona,  who  has  no  better  sense  than  to  claim  that  we  are  under 
conviction  of  having  sinned  against  chaste  language,  and  shocked  the 
sensibilities  of  a  lot  of  Dudes  of  which  he  is  the  leader.  It  was  essential 
that  we  should  undeceive  him  and  we  have  tried  to  do  it.  However,  it 
will  probably  be  a  failure  as  he  seems  to  be  incapable  of  understanding 
plain  English.     But  enough  of  him. 

The  Order  seems  to  be  in  a  really  healthy  and  prosperous  con- 
dition everywhere.  Peace  and  brotherly  love  prevail  from  the  At- 
lantic to  the  Pacific  and  from  Maine  to  the  Kio  Grande.  Many, 
very  many,  and  among  them  some  of  the  brightest  and  best  have 
doffed  their  armor  and  joined  the  **  Great  Majority.''  It  will  not 
be  long  before  we  too  shall  have  finished  our  earthly  pilgrimage.  I 
Let  us  so  live  that  we  may  say,  with  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles :  "  I 
am  now  ready  to  suffer  and  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand.  I  have  4 
fought  the  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  henceforth  there  ie  laid 
up  for  me  a  crown  of  life,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge  shall  give 
me  on  that  Day,  and  not  to  me  only  but  also  to  all  those  who  love  His 
appearing.*'    God  grant  that  none  of  us  may  fail  along  here. 

With  sentiments  of  real  affection  for  each  one  of  you  and  with  beat 
wishes  for  your  continued  prosperity  and  happiness,  temporal  and  spir- 
itual, I  beg  to  remain, 

Courteonslv  vours, 

£..  G.  DeLAP. 
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Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi 


Forty-Fourth  Annual  Conclave. 


THE  Grand  Commandery  of  Kniohts  Templar  in  Mississippi,  con- 
vened in  its  Forty-fourth  Annual  Conclave  in  the  Asylum  of  Delta 
Commandery,  in  the  City  of  Greenville,  on  Tuesday,  February  16, 
1904,  lat  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  there  being  present : 

Grand  Officers. 

Ris^ht  Eminent  Sir  Robert  Hiram  Henry. ..Grand  Commander. 

Very  Eminent  Sir  Frank  Burkitt Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Eminent  Sir  John  Foggo  Dixon Grand  Generalissimo. 

Eminent  Sir  DeB.  Waodbll Grand  Captain  General. 

Eminent  Sir  Joseph  J.Brooks Grand  Prelate. 

Eminent  Sir  Gus  J.  Bahin Grand  Treasurer. 

Right  Eminent  Sir  Frederic  Speed Grand  Recorder. 

Eminent  Sir  George  C.  Myers Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Eminent  Sir  Nolan  Stewart Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Eminent  Sir  George  C.  Hoskins Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Eminent  Sir  Garland  D.  Brown Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Eminent  Sir  John  S.  Brooks Grand  Warder. 

Eminent  Sir  J.  D.  Duncan Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

Past  Qrand  Officers. 

R.  E.  Enoch  George  DbLap Past  Grand  Commander. 

R.  E.  Phineas  M.  Savery Past  Grand  Commander. 

R.  K.  William  A.  Bodenhamer Past  Grand  Commander. 

R.  E.  James  M.  Buchanan PHst  Grand  Commander. 

R.  E.  Jamks  T.  Harrison Past  Grand  Commander. 

R.  E.John  S.  Cobb Past  Grand  Commander. 

R.  E.  John  A.  B.  Jonks Past  Grand  Commander. 

R.  E.  Harry  T.  Howard Past  Grand  Commander. 

R.  E.  Oliver  Lee  McKay Past  Grand  (Commander. 

Standing  Committees. 

Templar  La w^— Harry  T.   Howard,   p.g.c,  Chairman;    William   A. 
Bodenhamer,  p.g.c;  James  M.  Buchanan,  p.g.c. 

Fraternal  Correspondence — Enoch  George  DeLap,  p.g.c. 
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Qrand  Representatives. 

Alabama N.  (t.  Augastas,  p.  b.  c. 

Arkansas Harry  T,  Howard,  p.  g.  c. 

California Phineas  M.  Savery,  p.  g.  e. 

CoNNKCTiccT Garland  D.  Brown,  p.  b.  c\ 

District  op  Columbia Edwin  J.  Martin,  p.  b.  c. 

Illinois James  K.  Moore,  p.  b.  c. 

Iowa Frederic  Speed,  p.  g.  c. 

Louisiana Enoch  George  DeLap,  p.  o.  c. 

Maryland James  T.  Harrison,  p.  o.  c. 

MASSACHUSBrrs  and  Rhode  Island John  8.  Cobb,  p.  o.  c. 

Montana DeB.  Waddell,  o.  o. 

Nebraska Emmet  N.Thomas,  P.  b.  c. 

New  Hampshire Benjamin  V.  White,  p.  e.  c. 

New  Jersey E.  Ernest  Clement,  p.  b.  c. 

New  Mexico Thomas  B.  Franklin,  p.  k.  c. 

New  York Enoch  George  DeLap,  p.  g.  c. 

Ohio John  A.  B.  Jones,  p.  g.  c. 

Oregon George  C.  Myers,  s.  o.  w. 

Pennsylvania Oliver  Lee  McKay,  p.  g.  c. 

Tennessee Harry  T.  Howard,  p.  g.  c. 

Texas Gus  J.  Bahin,  g.  t. 

West  Virginia William  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.  o.  c. 

Also  present,  the  representatives  of  nineteen  Commanderies  and  a 
large  number  of  visiting  Templars. 

Opening. 

The  Grand  Com mandery  was  opened  by  the  Grand  Commander  in 
Ample  Fokm,  the  (irand  Prelate  leading  in  the  devotions. 

Committee  on  Credentials. 

The  Right  Eminent,  the  Grand  Commander,  appointed  8ir  Knights 
Garland  D.  Brown,  A.  C.  Lowe  and  Eugene  McCormick,  as  a  Committee 
on  Credentials,  who  presently  submitted  a  partial  report  and  were 
granted  further  time  in  which  to  complete  it. 

Devotional  Offices. 

At  eleven  o'clock  the  Grand  Commandery,  escorted  by  Delta  Coin- 
mandery  and  a  large  number  of  Templars  in  full  uniform,  proceeded  to 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  where  the  Grand  Prelate,  Eminent  Sir  Joseph 
J.  Brookm,  led  it  in  its  devotions,  according  to  its  ritual,  the  choir  of  the 
church,  being  assisted  by  a  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  gener- 
ously tendered  their  services,  beautifully  rendering  the  musical  portion. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  Devotional  office  the  Grand  Prelate  delivered 
an  eloquent  and  impressive  sermon. 
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A  collection  was  then  taken  for  the  Natchez  Protestant  Orphan 
Aeylam,  Ri^ht  Eminent  Sir  Fkkdbric  Spkbd  making  the  appeal,  which 
was  generously  responded  to  with  a  contribation  amounting  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  dollars  and  seventy-six  cents. 

The  Grand  Oommandery  having  returned  to  the  Asylum  of  Delta 
Gommandery,  resumed  labor,  and  the  Right  Eminent,  the  Grand  Com- 
mander, delivered  the  following 

Ad  drees. 

Sir  Knights: 

At  the  conclusion  of  another  year,  which  has  been  marked  by  no 
unusual  events,  but  has  been  one  of  abundant  prosperity,  both  to  the 
people  of  our  State  and  Order,  I  greet  you  on  this,  the  forty-fourth  An- 
nual Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  with  feelings  of  genuine  pleas- 
ure. It  is  with  a  sense  of  great  satisfaction,  that  I  am  able  to  say,  that 
Masonry  in  all  its  branches,  has  at  last  reached  the  end  of  the  long 
period  of  depression  through  which  it  has  passed,  and  to-day  Lodges, 
Chapters,  Councils  and  Commanderies  are  stronger  than  ever  before  in 
Misuissippi.  We  have  more  Commanderies  upon  our  roster  and  more 
Templars  enrolled  in  our  ranks  than  we  have  ever  had,  and  there  is  no 
lack  of  candidates  for  the  Orders. 

The  labors  of  the  husbandman  have  been  blessed  with  abundant 
harvests;  new  business  and  enterprises  are  springing  up  on  every  hand, 
and  old  ones  are  prospering  and  expanding  as  at  no  previous  period  in 
the  history  of  the  State.  Peace,  plenty  and  prosperity  have  been  be- 
stowed by  the  Giver  of  every  perfect  gift  to  all  our  people,  and  we  have, 
therefore,  every  reason  to  be  devoutly  thankful  to  the  bounteous  Father 
of  the  Universe  for  all  the  blessings  He  has  given  to  us. 

NECROLOGY. 

While  the  grim  Reaper  is  always  busy  and  never  fails  to  gather  in  the 
harvest  of  death,  our  own  ranks  have  been  wonderfully  spared,  and  we 
have  to  mourn  for  no  Grand  Officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery.  True 
it  is  that  death  has  claimed  one,  who  in  the  annals  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  Mississippi,  filled  the  exalted  station  of  Grand  Commander, 
but  who,  for  many  years  had  not  been  a  resident  of  this  State.  On 
March  10th.,  it  was  my  sad  privilege  to  stand  with  members  of 
Lexington  Commandery  at  the  open  grave  of  James  T.  Meade,  who  in 
1882-1883  served  you  with  conspicuous  zeal  and  ability  as  your  presiding 
officer  and  who,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Alabama,  who  died  at  Birmingham  March  7th.,  and 
whose  remains  were  brought  to  rest  until  the  final  reveille  shall  be 
sounded,  in  the  bosom  of  his  native  State,  at  Lexington. 

While  we  congratulate  ourselves  that  Death  has  not  laid  his  icy  fin- 
ger upon  those  of  our  own  membership,  he  has  been  working  elsewhere, 
and  robbed  sister  Grand  Commanderies  of  a  number  of  tlieir  best  and 
truest  members,  as  the  followinpr  long  list  mournfully  testifies: 
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V.  E.  Sir  Gborgk  SiNSABAUOd,  Deputy  Grand  Commander California 

R.  E.  Sir  Chahlbs  W.  Carter,  Past  Grand  Commander Connecticut 

R.  K.  Sir  G.  Hbrbick  Wilson,  Past  Grand  Commander Connecticut 

R.  E.  Sir  Noble  Danforth  Larnbr,  Past  Graiid  Commander 

District  of  Columbia 

R.  K.  Sir  Wiley  M.  Eoan,  Past  Grand  Commander Illinois 

R.  E.  Sir  Edward  Coleman  Pace,  Past  Grand  Commander Illinois 

R.  E.  Sir  Wilbur  Fiske  Bromfield,  Past  Grand  Commander Illinois 

R.  E.  Sir  George  Woltz  Bever,  Past  Grand  Commander Iowa 

E.  Sir  John  Brown  Atkins,  Grand  Treasurer Iowa 

R.  E.  Sir  Jacob  Swigert,  Past  Grand  Commander Kentucky 

R.  E.  Sir  William  Hknry  Warren,  Past  Grand  Commander Kentucky 

R.  E.  Sir  Thomas  Ballantynb,  Past  Grand  Commander Georgia 

R.  E.  Sir  Jefferson  S.  Conover,  Past  Grand  Commander Michigan 

R.  E.  Sir  Isaac  Sparrow  Bangs,  Past  Grand  Commander Maine 

R.  E.  Sir  John  Greenough,  Past  Grand  Commander Missouri 

R.  E.  Sir  Isaac  C.  Githens,  Past  Grand  Commander New  Jersey 

R.  E.  Sir  George  B.  Edwards,  Past  Grand  Commander New  Jersey 

R.  E.  Sir  John  Stevens  Bartlett,  Past  Grand  Commander New  York 

E.  Sir  FiNLBY  C.  Perrinb,  Grand  Captain  General Oregon 

R.  £.  Sir  Ferdinand  N.  Shurtlrff,  Past  Grand  Commander Oregon 

R.  E.  Sir  Henry  B.  McKkan,  Past  Grand  Commander Pennsylvania 

R.  E.  Sir  Samuel  Straub  Yohe,  Past  Grand  Commander Pennsylvania 

E.  Sir  Frederick  Munch,  Grand  Junior  Warden-elect Pennsylvania 

V.  E.  Sir  Georub  Washington  CreEl,  Dep.  Grand  Commander...  Virginia 

R.  E.  Sir  B.  E.  Reid,  Grand  Commander Wisconsin 

E.  Sir  James  O'Kekffb,  Senior  Grand  Warden Virginia 

sir    knight  J.    L.    SPINKS. 

Sir  John  L.  Spinks,  a  Past  Cammander  of  Cyrene  Commandery, 
who,  at  the  time  of  his  departure,  April  25th.,  1903,  occupied  a 
position  of  the  greatest  usefulness  as  Grand  Lecturer  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter and  Grand  Council,  will  be  greatly  missed  in  all  departments  of 
Masonic  labor  in  this  State.  He  possessed  remarkable  aptitude  as  an 
instructor  of  the  Ritual  of  all  Masonic  Bodies,  and  his  services  were  in 
constant  demand,  not  only  in  his  official  capacity,  but  also  in  the  Lodge 
and  Commandery,  where  he  was  equally  at  home.  He  served  the  Grand 
Lodge  witl)  great  acceptability  as  Grand  Master  of  Masons,  and  also  as 
one  of  the  Custodians  of  tiie  Work.  A  kind  hearted,  genial  and  amiable 
man,  combined  with  much  force  of  character  and  possessing  remarkable 
qualifications  as  a  teacher  of  Masonry,  he  left  his  impress  upon  all  Ma- 
sonic bodies  throughout  the  State,  and  his  death  comes  to  us  as  a  cal- 
amity which  will  long  be  felt. 

dispensation  for  new  commandery. 

On  the  13th.  day  of  March,  I  granted  a  dispensation  for  theorganiza- 
ion  of  a  new  Commandery  at  Edwards,  in  the  county  of  Hinds,  to  James 
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B.  Foster  and  the  requisite  namber  of  other  Knights  Templar,  to  be 
named  Edwards  Commandery,  which  is  prospering  wonderfully  and 
creating  many  Knights,  and  which  will  at  the  Annual  Conclave  send  up 
its  petition  for  a  Charter,  which  I  recommend  be  granted. 

TRIENNIAL  COMMITTBB. 

On  October  13th.,  I  appointed  Sir  Frank  Burkitt,  J.  Foggo  Dixon, 
DeB.  Waddell,  John  A.  Webb  and  Frederic  Speed  as  a  Triennial  Com- 
mittee to  make  preparations  for  the  ensuing  Conclave  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment at  San  Francisco.  I  am  not  advised  what  action  has  been 
taken  by  them,  but  it  will  be  necessary  that  something  be  done  at  this 
time,  if  we  are  to  have  a  creditable  representation. 

DISPENSATIONS    GRANTED. 

I  have  granted  the  usual  number  of  dispensations  toCommanderies, 
all  of  them,  however,  being  plainly  within  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mander under  the  Statutes,  but  none  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant 
me  consuming  your  time  in  rehearsing  them. 

GRAND    KBPRB8BNTATIVE8. 

I  nominated  Sir  Knight  M.  Leith  Stigler,  of  Yazoo  Commandery,  as 
the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Missouri,  and  his  com- 
mission has  been  received  and  forwarded  to  him.  I  also  appointed  Sir 
Frank  Sprague  as  the  Representative  of  this  Grand  Commandery  to  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  North  Dakota,  and  with  these  exceptions  there 
has  been  no  change  during  the  year,  in  our  list  of  Grand  Representatives. 

CHRISTMAS  OBSBRVANCB. 

I  ordered  the  Grand  Recorder  to  prepare  and  issue  the  usual  notifi- 
cation of  the  Christmas  observance,  which  I  am  pleased  to  state  was 
kept  by  a  number  of  our  Commanderies  in  the  spirit  of  the  custom,  al- 
though some  of  them  did  not  seem  to  regard  it.  I  herewith  append  a 
copy  of  the  circular. 

BY-LAWS. 

I  invite  your  attention  again  to  the  fact  that  the  law  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  requires  that  each  Commandery  shall  make  its  own  By- 
Ijaws  and  submit  them  to  the  Grand  Commandery  for  approval  before 
they  become  operative.  With  but  one  or  two  exceptions,  none  of  our 
Commanderies  have  complied  with  this  Statute  and  they  are,  therefore, 
without  any  regulations  to  govern  them  in  the  minor  details,  which  are 
usually  regulated  by  the  By-Laws.  My  predecessor.  Right  Eminent  Sir 
J.  A.  B.  Jones,  called  attention  to  the  matter  and  submitted  a  skeleton 
code  to  the  Grand  Commandery,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  be 
adopted  for  temporary  use,  until  more  permanent  action  could  be  had, 
and  I  repeat  his  suggestion,  with  the  additional  recommendation  that 
each  Commandery  be  ordered  to  adopt  and  submit  at  our  next  Annual 
Conclave  By-Laws  for  their  government. 
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BHKROUNCY   CONCLAVE. 

The  Grand  Commandery  met  in  Emergent  Conclave  in  the  city  of 
Jackson,  on  Wednesday,  the  3d.  of  June,  1903,  for  the  purpose  of  escort- 
ing the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  occasion  of  the  laying  of  the  foundation 
stone  of  the  new  State  capitol.  It  was  an  occasion  of  unusual  interest  in 
the  history  of  our  State,  and  a  goodly  attendance  of  Templars  were 
present,  but  the  inclement  weather  interfered  sadly  with  the  parade  and 
many  who  were  present  did  not  participate. 

Now,  Sir  Knights,  having  submitted  the  brief  record  which  I  am 
able  to  make  of  my  acts,  as  Grand  Commander,  which,  if  they  have  not 
been  voluminous,  are  by  no  means  to  be  accepted  as  indicating  that  our 
Commanderies  are  not  flourishing,  for,  on  the  contrary,  though  not 
calling  for  the  interference  of  the  Grand  Commander,  it  is  my  pleasure 
to  say  that  without  an  exception,  they  are  in  a  highly  prosperous  con- 
dition. 

Courteously  submitted, 

R.  H.  HENRY, 

Grand  Commander. 

CHRISTMAS   OBSKRVANCB. 
ORAl^D   COMMANDERY   OF   MISSISSIPPI,    KNIGHTS   TBMPLAR. 

To  the  Eminent  Commanders  and  Sir  KnighU  of  Uie  several  Commanderies  in 
Mississippi : 

The  glad  Christmas  season  comes  to  us  again  with  **  Good  tidings 
of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  unto  all  people,"  and  in  accordance  with 
the  mandate  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar  in  the 
United  States,  we  are  again  invited  to  unite  with  alf  poor  Fellow  Soldiers 
of  the  Temple,  in  pledging  health  and  loyalty  to  the  Grand  Master,  in 
the  following  sentiment: 

To  oar  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master,  Henrv  Bates  Stoddard:  As  a  hundred  thousand 
Knights  at  one  moment  look  Southward,  so  a  hundred  thousand  hearts  g:o  forth  to 
him  with  glad  Christmas  Greetings: 

To  which  the  Grand  Master  sends  the  following  response: 

To  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  Knights  in  the  North,  the  South,  the  East  and  the 
West,  Greeting: 

"  Sweet  Christmas  joy  to  them. 
To  make  my  fondest  dreams  complete 
The  bells  ring  out  my  message  sweet, 
And  this  is  what  they  seem  to  say: 

'  God  bless  you  all  on  Christmas  day.' " 

The  Grand  Commander,  Robert  Hiram  Henry,  in  inviting  you  to 
unite  with  all  the  brotherhood  of  Templars  in  the  United  States,  in  the 
keeping  of  the  Christmas  observance  of  the  Order,  at  noon,  on  Christmas 
day,  suggests  that  the  day  will  be  made  sweeter  and  brighter  by  remem- 
bering all  that  we  owe  to  the  wives,  daughters  and  sweethearts  of 
Masons  and  ofiers  to  you  the  following  additional  sentiment: 

To  the  queens  of  our  hearts,  the  wives  of  Masons;  the  polished  corner  stones  of  our 
family  temple,  the  daughters  of  Masons,  and  the  sweethearts  whom  we  as  Masons 
love. 
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The  Grand  Commandery  at  its  last  Grand  Conclave,  invited  you  to 
ple<lge  : 

To  the  Grand  Commander,  Robert  Hiram  Henry;  health,  strength  and  plenty  to  him  who 
Lb  first  amongst  his  equals. 

Courteously, 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 

Grand  Recorder. 

Reference  of  Address. 

On  motion,  so  much  of  the  Right  Eminent,  the  Grand  Commander's 
address  as  refers  to  Edwards  Commandery,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Subordiuiite  Commanderies;  eo  much  as  refers  to  Necrology 
to  a  Special  Committee  of  three ;  so  much  as  refers  to  By-Laws  and  the 
remainder  of  the  address,  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law. 

Sermon. 

On  motion,  the  Eminent  Grand  Prelate  was  requested  to  furnish  a 
copy  of  his  sermon  to  be  printed  in  the  proceedings. 

Grand  Recorder's  Report. 

The  Grand  Recorder  submitted  his  Report,  as  follows: 

To  the  Right  Eminent^  the  Grand  Commandery: 

The  Grand  Recorder,  begs  leave  to  submit  his  report  of  the  transac- 
tions of  his  office  during  the  year. 

NEW   COMHANDRRY. 

March  13,  the  Right  Eminent,  the  Grand  Commander,  issued  a  dis- 
pensation for  a  new  Commandery  at  Edwards,  Hinds  county,  to  the 
following  named  Sir  Knights:  James  B.  Foster,  Archibald  McCallum, 
William  A.  Montgomery,  T.  B.  HoUoway,  Walter  R.  Ward,  William  M. 
Robb,  M.  Whithehead,  James  J.  Hayes,  William  Curphey  and  Daniel 
Chichester,  and  appointed  James  Bryan  Foster  the  first  Eminent  Com- 
mander, Archibald  McCallum  the  first  Generalissimo  and  William  A. 
Montgomery  the  first  Captain  General.  The  organization  has  been  very 
active,  having  created  twenty-two  Knights  Templar  since  the  4th.  day  of 
May  and  now  presents  its  return,  copy  of  its  minutes  and  returns  its 
Dispensation,  applying  for  a  Charter. 

BY- LAWS. 

Coahoma  Cmmandery  having  adopted  a  code  of  By-Laws  in  accord- 
ance with  Section  1,  Title  10  of  the  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
presents  them  and  asks  that  they  be  approved  in  accordance  with  Sec- 
tion 2  of  the  same  title. 

Courteously  submitted, 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 

Grand  Recorder. 
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PROCKEDINGS  OF 


1904 


1903. 

March  30, 

1904. 
Feb.      10. 


1904. 
Feb.  10. 


ACCOUNT  GDRRBNT. 
DEBIT. 


Dispensaiion  fee  for  Edwards  Oommandery $  100  00 

Receipts  from  Commanderies,  whose  Returns  have 

been  corrected,  and  dues  paid  to  date 1,289  00 


CRKDIT. 

Remitted  Grand  Treasurer.. 


$1,389  00 
.$1,389  00 


Warrants  73, 

Warrants  75, 

Warrant  76, 

Warrant  77, 

Warrant  78, 

Warrant  82, 

Warrant  84, 

Warrant  86, 

Warrant  87, 

Warrant  89, 

Warrant  91, 
Warrant  93, 
Warrant  95, 
Warrant  100, 


EXPENSE    ACCOUNT. 

74,  79,  81,  86,  90,  94,  97,  99,  102, 104, 106,  108,  Piazza 
&  Botto,  rent  13  months $ 

80,  83, 88,  92,  96,  98,  101, 103,  105,  107,  109,  Frederic 
Speed,  salary 

Contingent  Fund 

Vicksburg  Herald,  stationery  and  printing. 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co « 

J.  Manz  Engraving  Co.,  pictures  for  proceedings... 

L.  W.  Swofford,  inscription  on  banner 

Indiana  Heliotype  Co 

Rice  &  Co.,  book  cases 

Vicksburg  Herald,  printing  proceedings  and  sta- 
tionery  

Pay  Roll  at  Biloxi 

Gus  J.  Bahin,  Grand  Treasurer,  salary 

Dues  to  Grand  Encampment ^.. 

Contingent  Fund 


130  00 

500  00 
25  00 
51  28 

2  64 
14  75 

4  00 
10  00 
55  50 

222  50 

398  76 

50  00 

43  25 

25  00 


$1,532  68 
Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi*  K.  T.«  Receipts,  1904. 
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Name  OF  Commandery.  S  S 


Aberdeen 

Cyrene 

Delta 

Edwards,  U.  D. 

Ivanhoe 

Magnolia 

Mary  Savery.... 

MiHSiRsippi 

Rosalie 

St.  Cvr 

8t.  Klmo 

The  Coast 

West  Point 

Yazoo 


<o 


41 
153 
42 
23 
64 
61 

88; 

38 
47 
8() 
71 
21) 
41 
20 


$  41 

153 
42 
23 
64 
61 
38 
38 
47 
8(> 
71 
29 
41 
20 


So 


"< 
H 
O 

H 


00|$  45  00,$    86  00 


001  150  00 
00  15  00 
115  00 
35  00 
5  00 
10  00 


Less. 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


5  00 
20  00 
55  00 
45  00 
25  00 
20  00 

5  00 


303  00 
57  00 

138  00 
99  00 

66  00 
48  00 
43  00 

67  00 
141  00 
116  00 

54  00 
61  00 
25  00 


Remarks. 


Less  $15.00  Ex.  Acct 


754i$754  00$550  00,$1304  00 
15  00 


$  1289  00 
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Hattiesburj;,  Holly  Sprinf^s,  Greenwood,  Coahoma,  DeMola^  and  Lex- 
ington (/ominanderies  made  returns  and  paid  dues  after  this  account 
cloEed,  Macon  being  the  only  Commandery  in  default. 

On  motion,  so  much  of  the  Grand  Recorder's  Report  as  relates  to 
By-Laws  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law  and  the 
remainder  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Grand  Treasurer's  Report. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  submitted  his  report,  as  follows  : 

GiTg  J.  Bahin,  Grand  Tkbasurkr,  in    Account  with  the  Grand  Com- 
ma ndkry: 

DBBIT. 

March  4,  1904.    To  Balance  from  last  year $  2,037  18 

Feb.    11,1904.    Cash  from  Grand  Recorder 1,389  00 

$  3,42A  18 

CRKDIT. 

Feb.    11,  1904,    To  thirty-seven  warrants  paid $  1,532  10 

To  balance  on  hand 1,894  08 

$  3,426  18 
Which  was  on  motion  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Election  of  Officers. 

On  motion,  the  Grand  Commandery  proceeded  to  elect  Officers  for 
the  ensuing  year  with  the  following  result: 

Grand  Commander Frank  Borkitt. 

Deputy  Grand  Commander John  Foooo  Dixon. 

Grand  Generalissimo DeB.  Waddbll. 

Grand  Captain  General Gborge  C.  Mykrs. 

Grand  Prelate N.  G.  Augustus. 

Grand  Treasurer Gus  J.  Bahin. 

Grand  Recorder Frederic  Speed. 

Senior  Grand  Warden Nolan  Stewart. 

Junior  Grand  Warden (tkorgb  C.  Hoskins. 

Grand  Standard  Bearer Garland  D.  Bkown. 

Grand  Sword  Bearer John  S.  Brooks. 

Grand  Warder E.  Ernest  Clement. 

Appointment  of  Committees. 

The  Right  Eminent,  the  Grand  Commander,  appointed  Sir  Knights 
Harry  T.  Howard,  E.  J.  Martin  and  John  S.  Brooks  as  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

And,  Sir  Knights  R.  S.  Curry,  R  M.  Sadler  and  James  K.  Moore  as 
the  Committee  on  Subordinate  Commanderies. 


12  PROCEEDINGS  OF  1904 


Adjournment. 

At  one  o'clock,  p.m.,  the  Grand  Cominandery  adjourned  until  half- 
past  two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


\ 


AFTERNOON    CONCLAVE. 


At  half  past  two  o'clock,  the  Grand  Cominandery  met  puraaant  to 
adjournment. 

Credentials. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was,  on  motion,  adopted: 

To  the  Right  Eminent^  the  Grand  Commandery : 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  beg  leave  to  report  that  it  finds  all 
the  Commanderies,  with  the  exception  of  Macon,  duly  represented,  as 
follows: 

Abkrdicbn. — A.  C.  Lowe;  Eminent  Commander;  H.  C.  Hamilton, 
Generalissimo. 

Coahoma. — John  S.  Brooks,  Eminent  Commander ;  Joseph  J.  Brooks, 
Generalissimo. 

Cykknb. — Edwin  J.  Martin,  Representative. 

DeMolay. — R.  S.  Curry,  proxy  for  Kminent Commander;  Thomas  B. 
Franklin,  Captain  General. 

Dblta. — Emmet  N.  Tiiomas,  Eminent  Commander;  C.  H.  West, 
Generalissimo. 

Grernwooj). — N.  E.  Whitehead,  proxy  for  Eminent  Commander. 

Hattirsburg. — Walter  M.  Conner,  Captain  General,  proxy  for  Emi- 
nent Commander  and  Generalissimo. 

Holly  Springs. — Dudley  M.  Featherstone,  Eminent  Commander; 
T.  L,  Bennett,  Captain  General. 

IvANiioB.— Thomas  M.  Walton,  Eminent  Commander;  Phineas  M. 
Savery,  Captain  General. 

Lexington. — R.  A.  Stigler,  Eminent  Comibander;  E.  L.  Noel,  Cap- 
tain General. 

Macon. — Not  represented. 
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Magnolia. — Frederic  Speed,  Captain  General ;  James  'K.  Moore, 
proxy  for  Eminent  Commander  and  Generalissimo. 

Mississippi. — George  B.  Power,  Captain  General. 

Rosalie. — Louis  A.  Benoist,  Eminent  Commander. 

Mary  Savkry. — T.  W.  Cogdell,  Captain  General. 

St.  Cyr. — Garland  D.  Brown,  Eminent  Commander;  George  W.  Field, 
Generalissimo. 

St.  Elmo. — Eugene  McCormick,  proxy  for  Eminent  Commander. 

The  Coast. — Harry  T.  Howard,  Representative. 

West  Point. — R.  R.  Ellis,  Eminent  Commander 

Yazoo. — J.  S.  Hord,  Eminent  Commander;  A.  M.  Hicks,  Generalis- 
simo. 

grand  officers. 
All  the  Grand  Officers  are  present  and  in  their  several  stations. 

PAST  GRAND   OFFICERS. 

Enoch  George  DeLap,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
Phineas  M.  Savery,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
H.  M.  Romberger,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
William  A.  Bodenhamer,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
James  M.  Buchanan,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
James  T.  Harrison,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
John  8.  Cobb,  Past  (irand  Commander. 
John  A.  B.  Jones,  Past  Grand  Commander. . 
Harry  T.  Howard,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
Oliver  I^ee  McKay,  Past  Grand  Commander. 

PAST   EMINENT   COMMANDERS. 

C.  E.  Romberprer,  Eugene  McCormick,  C.  M.  Taylor,  M.  Leith  Stigler, 
W.  P.  Tackett,  E.  Ernest  Clement,  (ieorge  C.  Myers,  William  M.  Howard, 

E.  J.  Martin,  M.  R.  Grant,  Benjamin  V.  White,  N.  (I.  Augustus. 

VISITORS. 

Aberdeen. — E.  W.  Holmes. 

Coahoma.— W.  P.  Moore,  James  Mack,  J.  T.  Cox,  M.  E.  Denton, 
Jacob  Thompson. 

Delta.— Robert  Somerville,  E.  L.  (Jrady,  A.  J.  Rose,  W.  R.  Trigg. 
DeMolay.— H.  M.  Wa<ldell. 

Holly  Springs. — J.  W.  Stephenson,  D.  M.  Featherston,  T.  L.  Bennett. 
IvANHOB. —  Krank  M.  Elliott,  J.  M.  Davis,  J.  H.  Thompson,  Charles 

B.  Evans. 

Lexington. — R.  C.  McBee,  Gus  LofRtrom,  P.  A.  Lindhelm,  C.  C. 
Pahlen,  E.  H.  Buck,  S.  D.  Bailey,  W.  L.  Jordan,  J.  W.  Jordan. 

Mary  Saveky. — Earnest  Waite,  Homer  Walker,  James  M.  Dickey. 

MissiRsiPPi. — W.  J.  Brown,  Jr. 

Rosalie.— Edmund  Sadler,  Edward  Prince. 

St.  Cyr.— J.  B.  Rodperp,  S.  R.  Cain,  Ilonier  Weir,  J.  H.  Wagner,  B. 

F.  Tatum,  F.  H.  James,  J.  K.  De Loach,  Joseph  Ward, 

St.  Elmo.— Charles  Heuck,  W.  T.  Denman. 


16  PROCKKDINGS  OF  1904 


SECOND    DAY. 


At  nine  o'clock  Wednesday  morning;,  February  17,  the  Grand  Coin- 
mandery  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present  tlie  Grand  Officers  and 
members  as  on  yesterday. 

Report  of  Finance  Committee. 

To  the  Right  Eminent,  the  Grand  Commandery  : 

We  your  Finance  Committe,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  having  exam- 
ined the  reports  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Recorder,  have  found 

them  correct. 

HARRYT.  HOWARD, 
J.  S.  BKOOKS, 
E.  J.  MARTIN, 

Committee. 

Installation  of  Officers. 

At  the  request  of  the  retiring  Grand  Commander,  Right  Eminent 
Sir  Frederic  Speed,  Past  Grand  Commander,  installed  into  their  respective 
offices  the  officers  elect,  assisted  by  Riglit  Eminent  Sir  Phineas  M. 
Savery,  Past  Grand  Commander,  as  Grand  Marehal,  who  in  turn  installed 
the  Grand  Recorder. 

Appointment  of  Committees. 

The  Right  Eminent,  the  Grand  Commander,  appointed  the  following 
named  Standing  Committees: 

Tkmplar  Law. — Phineas  M.  Savery,  p.o.r.;  Oliver  Lee  McKay,  p.g.c; 
William  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.g.c. 

Fratbrnal  Correspondence. — Enoch  George  DeLap,  p.g.c. 

Vote  of  Thanks. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  CommHndery  were  extended  to 
the  brethren  and  citizens  of  Greenville  for  all  their  polite  and  numerous 
attentions,  during  the  present  conclave,  and  to  the  pastor  and  session  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  for  the  use  of  their  church  for  the  Devo- 
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tiotial  Offices,  and  to  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  composed  the  choir, 
for  the  music  rendered,  on  that  occasion. 

Also,  to  Right  Eminent  Sir  Robert  Iliram  Henry,  for  his  zealous  and 
Knightly  administration  of  the  office  of  Grand  Commander  and  the  ur- 
banity and  kind  consideration  with  which  he  presided  over  the  deliber- 
ations of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

Next  Annual  Conclave. 

On  motion,  the  next  Annual  Grand  Conclave  was  appointed  to  be 
held  tit  the  same  place  and  upon  the  Tuesday  preceding  the  next  An- 
nual Grand  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Adjourn  nrient. 

The  Grand  Commandery  having  completed  the  business  of  the  An- 
nual Grand  Conclave,  was  adjourned,  the  Grand  Prelate  leading  the  Sir 
Knights  in  their  devotions,  until  Tuesday,  February  21,  1905. 

'  FRANK  BURKITT, 

Grand  Commander. 


Grand  Recorder. 


3 


"  We  grope  oar  way 
From  dark  behind  to  dark  before ; 
And  only  when  our  hands  we  lay, 
Dear  Lord,  in  thine,  the  night  is  day, 

And  there  is  darkness  never  more." 


That  which  wan  mortal  of 

James  t.  Meade. 

a  Templar,  who  was  well  known  to  and  highly  est«eme<l  by  those 
of  us  who  were  his  associates  In  the  Grand  Commandery  twenty 
years  ago,  was  brought  to  his  old  home  at  Lexington  and  com- 
mitted to  the  earth  by  the  Right  Eminent,  the  Grand  Commander, 
assisted  by  Lexington  Commandery  and  a  nnmber  of  Fraters  from 
other  Commanderles,  on  Tuesday,  March  10th,  1903. 

He  had  been  a  resident  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  for  sixteen  years, 
but  although  this  Is  a  long  time  when  subtracted  from  the  short 
time  given  to  us  in  which  to  do  life's  work.  It  Is  not  so  long  but  that 
he  was  fondly  remembered  by  a  numerous  company  of  friends  in 
the  State  of  his  nativity  and  especially  by  those  of  us  who  served 
under  him  when  he  ably  and  acceptably  filled  the  office  of  Grand 
Commander  In  1882-1883. 

He  finished  his  tour  of  duty  on  the  seventh  of  March,  when 
death  came  to  him  suddenly,  at  his  residence  in  Birmingham. 

He  was  bom  at  Columbus,  October  8th,  1844,  and  in  ltl»  six- 
teenth year  entered  the  Confederate  army,  in  which  he  rendered 
valiant  service,  until  the  done  of  the  war,  having  been  in  fifteen 
eiigngements.  After  securing  liis  parole  he  was  a  farmer  until 
cailetl  by  the  people  from  the  plow  to  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the 
Chancery  Court  of  Holmes  County,  w^hich  he  filled  acceptably  for 
seven  years.  In  1887  he  removed  to  Birmingham,  where  he  was 
<iccupied  as  an  Insurance  A<ljuster,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  Tax  Collector  of  the  City  of  Birmingham. 

A  devoted  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  a  sincere 
Christian,  he  exercised  a  good  influence  in  the  community  all  his 
life  and  found  himself  in  a  congenial  atmosphere  when  he  entered 
Masonry,  where  there  was  an  opportunity  for  the  development  of 
a  genial,  warm  hearted  philanthropy  and  the  cultivation  of  all  the 
Christian  virtues. 

His  interest  in  Masonry  did  not  cease  with  his  removal  from 
Mississippi,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  it  was  sustained  and 
lie  continued  to  dev«»te  his  tiuie  and  energies  t-o  its  a<lvancement 
and  was  active  in  its  service.  He  .was  a  member  of  Cyrene  Com- 
mandery at  Birmlng1ui.m,  and  by  virtue  of  his  Past  rank  in  this 
Jurisdiction,  a  member  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Alabama, 
which  has  rendered  to  him  the  honors  due  to  a  Past  Grand  C(»m- 
niniider.  F.  S. 


"  I'm  nearer  ray  home  to-day 
Then  I  ever  have  been  before  : 
Nearer  my  Father's  hoase, 
Where  the  many  mansions  be." 


IN  COMMEMORATION 


OF   TH08K    WHO 


SLEEP  UNTIL  THE  MASTER  CONES. 


COAHOMA 


J.  N.  D.  SHINKEU 


.  1903 


CYRENE 
JOHN  LLOYD  SPINKS,  ....    April  25.  1903 


IVANHOE. 

J.  R.  PRICE.       -        -        .        -        . 

T.  W.  WILLIAMS, 

J.  T.  DAVIS,        .        -        -        - 

ROSALIE 

CHARLES  n.  SAWYER,      - 

T.  QUITilAN  NUNCE, 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON  ADAMS,  - 


February  a6, 1903 
March  13,   1903 


October  ai,  1903 

October  24,  1903 

November  aa,  1903 


ST.  CYR 
J.  D.  HAILE,       .--..-    April  j8,  1903 

ST.  ELMO 
GEORGE  D.   BALLARD,        -        -        November  38,  1903 

THE  COAST 
LAZARUS  LOPEZ,     -        -        -        -    September  35,  1903 

WEST  POINT 
S.  n.  ROANE,         -        -        -        -        November  16.  1903 
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(iRANI)  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


1904 


Grand    Commanders 

From  Organization— 1857  to  I904. 


William  H.  Stevens 1857  to 

George  P.  Crump 1858  to 

Giles  Mumford  Hillyer 1859  to 

Harvey  W.  Walter 18(50  to 

i^enjamin  S.  Tappaii 18(>1  to 

Edward  Lea 18<)«  to 

Christopher  A.  Maiilove 18()7  to 

Fleet  C.  Mercer 18(«)  to 

John  K.  Fulson,  Water  Vallev 1809  to 

Charles  T.  Bond * 1870  to 

William  S.  Patton 1871  to 

Enoch  George  DeLap,  Natchez 1872  to 

Edmund  T.  Henry 1873  to 

Phineas  M.  Saverv,  Tupelo 1874  to 

Gid.  W.  Cox * 1875  to 

Oliver  Clifton,  Jackson 1876  to 

William  A.  Fairchild 1877  to 

William  Gallatin  Paxton 1878  to 

Charles  M.  Erwin 1879  to 

William  (i.  Benbrook,  Natchez 18S0  to 

AVilliam  French 1881  to 

James  T.  Meade 1882  to 

Henry  M.  Komberger,   Winona 1883  to 

W.  P.  Towler 1884  to 

John  H.  Gordon,  Port  Gibson 1885  to 

Bolivar  A.  Vaughan 1886  to 

Nathan  S.  Walker 18S7  to 

Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg 1888  to 

James  J.  Hayes,  Vickeburg 1890  to 

Joseph  Edward  Leigh 1891  to 

William  A.  Bodenhamer,  Okolona...l892  to 

Samuel  W.  Ferguson,  Greenville 1893  to 

James  C.  French,  Natciiez 1894  to 

Frank  P.  Jinkins,  Aberdeen 1895  to 

James  M.  Buchanan,  Meridian 189(>  to 

James  T.  Harrison,  Columbus 18t)7  to 

William  Starling 1898  to 

John  S.  Cobb,  Verona 18J)9  to 

John  A.  B.  Jones,  Ilnzlehurst 1900  to 

HarrvT.  Howard,  Biloxi 1901   to 

Oliver  Lee  McKay,  Meridian H)02  to 

Robert  Hiram  Henry,  Jackson 1903  to 

Frank  Burkitt,  Okolbna 1904  to 


a58— Died  October  13,  18(56. 

859~Died  1860. 

860— Died  April  23,  1871. 

8<n— Died  Sept.  19,  1878. 

866-Died  March  1,  1866. 

867— Died  1878. 

8(>8— Died  Dec.  29,  1878. 

870— Died  January  26,  1885. 

870. 

871— Died  Dec.  14,  1872. 

872— Died  July  5,  1889. 

873. 

874— Died  April  19,  1881. 

875. 

876  -Died  July  9,  1900. 

877— (Not  Affiliated.) 

878— Died  Sept.  20,  1878. 

879— Died  October  26,  1889. 

880— (Non-resident.) 

881. 

882— Died  April  28,  1884. 

883— Died  March  8,  1903. 

884. 

885— Died  March  30,  1893. 

886— Died  Feb.  17,  1902. 

887— Died  November  5, 1897. 

888— Died  August  12, 1895. 

890. 

891. 

892— Died  November 7, 1891 . 

893. 

894. 

895. 

85)6. 

897. 

898. 

81H>- 

900. 

901. 

902. 

iM)3. 

<K)4. 

905. 


Died  Dec.  10,  1900. 


Honorary  Past  Grand  Commanders. 


^.lohn  Logan  Power,  p.k.c Fleeted  in  1891. 

John  David  Milen,  p.k.c Fleeted  in  1892. 

(4nR  J.  Hahin,  p.K.r Fleeted  in  1896. 

*  Died  Sept.  24, 1901. 
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Grand  Representatives 


Commissioned  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mlsalaalppl. 


Gnnul  Coimnandery.  JieprvHentative—Postoffice.  Date  of  Couniiim(yn. 

Alabama N.  U.  Augustus,  Tupelo Deo?mbT*28?^90i. 

Arizona O.  A.  Harrison,  p.e.c.,  Meridian June  2G,  1902. 

Arkansas Harry  T.  Howard,  p.g.c,  Biloxi February  7,  1899. 

California Phineas  M.  Savery,  p.g.c,  Tupelo March  27,  1890. 

Colorado wb^^bhbhb^wmmmhmmhh^b^^bm* 

Connecticut Garland  D.  Brown,  Water  Valley )newldM5"ck  1^19(1". 

DistrictColumbia.Edwin  J.  Martin,  Meridian December  24, 1898. 

Florida J.  E.  Seavey,  Brookhaven |  S^^iiliT^is? Ym 

Georgia J.  C.  French,  p.g.c,  Natchez October  15, 1901. 

Illinois James  K.  Moore,  Vicksburg ]  nSw^lYDec/lef  m". 

Indiana C.  E.  Grafton,  Brookhaven July  25. 1899.' 

Iowa Frederic  Speed,  p.g.c,  Vicksburg |  ?ewid  M W^'im 

Kansas Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  p.g.c,  Natcliez...  JiJS^yjllv^f^i^'^^^i^a" 

Kentucky Cass  Oltenburg,  Lexington January  25,   1899. 

Louisiana Enocli  Geo.  DeLap,  p.g  c,  Natchez... 1892. 

Maine C.  L.  Lincoln,  Columbus Octoljer  10, 1895. 

^Rliodelsfa^^^^  ^-  ^""^^^  ^'^'^''  ^«''^°* August,  1898. 

Maryland James T.  Harrison,  p.g.c,  Columbus.. }  S?w^^  FeV^'im 

Minnesota H.  M.  Romberger,  p.g.c,  Winona. ..November2l>,  1891. 

Missouri M.  I^ith  Stigler,  Yazoo  City Sept.  15,  1903. 

Montana DeB.  Waddell,  g.gen.,  Meridian March  30,  1902. 

Nebraska Emmet  N.  Thomas,  Greenville April  12,  1894. 

New  Hampshire.. .Benjamin  V.  White,  Meridian !  nlw™r7ol:  »!^i«)2' 

New  Jersey E.  Emmet  Clement,  Ocean  Springs.. August  21,  1899. 

New  Mexico Thomas  B.  Franklin,  Columbus August  14,  1902. 

New  York Enoch  Geo.  DeLap,  p.g.c,  Natchez.. .January  15,   iH\)0. 

North  Carolina 

North  Dakota John  D.  Miles,  Vicksburg 

Ohio John  A.  B.Jones,  p.g.c,  Hazlehurst...  December  23,  HK)1. 

Oregon (ieorgeC.  Myers,  p.e.c,  Holly  Sprigs.. February  12,  ltK)2. 

Pennsylvania Oliver  L.  McKay,  p.g.c,  Meridian. ..January   II.   1902. 

South  Dakota William  G.  Sykes,  Aberdeen |  ?ew*ed  M'ch  if'im 

Tennessee Harry  T.  Howard,  p.g.c,  Biloxi April  4,  UK)2. 

Texas G.  J.  Bahin,  p.g.c,  Natchez Nov.  19,  1898. 

Vermont James  J.  Hayes,  p.g.c,  Vicksburg.. .June  5,  1899. 

Virginia William  G.  Benbrook, p.g.c,  Natchez  July,  1S96. 

West  Virginia VV.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.g.c,  Okolona..  j  ^|^J^f:f  1902. 

Wisconsin John  A.  Dix,  Natchez Nov.  20,  1895. 

Wyoming J.  H.  Wright,  Meridian October,  1890. 
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Grand  Representatives 

Commissioned  by  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Miaslsalppl. 


(irmid  Commandery.'  Hepmcuiaiive—Postoffice.  Date  of  Commission, 

Alabama Henry  M.  Mathews,  Montgomery j^eweiiFeb.7  I90e 

Arizona James  Manoah  Swetman,  Phoenix... July  2,  19(^ 

Arkansas T.  H.  Jackson,  Brinkley Nov.  1,  liK)2. 

California Carroll  Cook,  San  Francisco Dec.  19,  1900. 

(yolorado Alfonso  A.  Barnard,  Leadville Jan.  2,1890. 

Connecticut William  C.  Comstock,  Meriden Nov.  26,  1902. 

DistrictColumbia.Albert  B.  Jackson Oct.  10,  1896. 

Florida George  W.  Hyde,  Gainsville Feb.  7,  1902. 

(ieorgia Thomas  E.  Fletcher,  Forsyth Feb.  7.  1902. 

Illinois James  G.  Elwood,  Joliet )  reSS^**'i^f .  lOtt. 

Indiana Frederick  Glass,  Madison |  ren?J?^" eb^*l«02. 

Iowa Henri  K.  Pratt,  Keokuk Feb.  7,  1902.* 

Kansas S.  J.  B.  Fugate,  Newton Feb.  7,  1902. 

Kentucky Alfred  H.  Bryant,  Coviugton Sept.  14,  1902. 

Louisiana Joseph  H.  DeGranse,  New  Orleans.. 

Maine Cyrus  W.  Davis,  Waterville Feb.  2,  1902. 

Maryland George  Cook,  Baltimore 1  ^nSwi leH;  1902. 

Massachupetts*  \  i>pniamin  Rowell    Lvnn  i  ^•o-  1«»  1^» 

Rhode  Island,  /benjamin  Koweii,  i.ynn (  renewed  Feb.  7, 1902. 

Minnesota Charles  H.  Mix,  Crookston {renli^dFS;.7,l902. 

Missouri Alex.  M.  Dockery,  St.  Louis \lt^^F^h^^!^iS^ 

Montana E.  D.  Aikin,  Butte  City July  10,  190l' 

Nebraska Louis  F.  de  Lorimier,  Omaha Oct.  8,  1896. 

New  Hampsliire. .. Daniel  C.  Roberts,  Concord !  rene^*^b.7.l908. 

New  Jersey Thomas  Goodson,  Newark Dec.  23,  1889. 

New  York John  H.  Chapman,  Newberg Feb.  7,  1902. 

North  Carolina Martin  S.  Willard,  Wilmington March  9,  1897. 

North   Dakota Frank  H.  Sprague,  Grafton. Feb.  8,  1902. 

New  Mexico Jason  VV.  James,  Roswell Nov.  1,1902. 

Ohio William  L.  Beuchner,  Youngstown..  j  J^"^  pifc.^Tiwi' 

Oregon Irvin  W.  Pratt Aug.  19,  1889.* 

IVnnsvlvania John  F.  Rau,  Philadelphia Feb.  17,  1901. 

South  Dakota William  H.  Ruddell,  Brooklyn Feb.  17. 1902. 

Tennessee Fames  Park  Hanner,  Franklin Aug.  10,  1899. 

Texas Will  N.  Kidd,  Houston March  14,  1902. 

Vermont George  W.  Squier,  Swanton Jan.  18,  1899. 

Virginia John  T.  Parham,  Petersburg !  re'JfewidTeb.  7. 1902. 

Washington Walter  J.  Thompson,  Taconia May  24,  1889. 

West  Virginia Edward  O.  Bower,  Sisterville Feb.  7,  1902. 

Wisconsin N.  C.  Giffin,  Fon  du  Lac 

Wyoming John  C.  Davis,  Rawlins Oct.  8,  1895. 
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ROSTER  OF  GRAND  COMNIANDERICS. 


AiiARAMA — Grand  Commander,  Lewis  W.  Hubbard,  Selma. 
Grand  Recorder,  George  A.  Beauchamp,  Montgomery. 

Arizona— Grand  Commander,  Anthony  Arthur  Johns,  Prescott. 
Grand  Recorder,  George  J.  Ruskruge,  Tucson. 

Arkansas— Grand  Commander,  G.  T.  Klock,  Eureka  Springs. 
Grand  Recorder,  Fay  Hempstead,  Little  Rock. 

California— Grand  Commander,  William  Durant  Knight,  Sacramento. 
Grand  Recorder,  William  A.  Davies,  San  Francisco. 

Canada— Supreme  Grand  Master,  William  Gibson,  Beamsville. 
Grand  Recorder,  William  H.  Whyte,  Montreal. 

Colorado— Grand  Commander,  William  Junken  Pine,  Denver. 
Grand  Recorder,  William  D.  Todd,  Denver. 

Connbcticut — Grand  Commander,  Edward  E.  Fuller,  Tolland. 
Grand  Recorder,  Eli  C.  Birdsey,  Meriden. 

District  OP  Columbia— Grand  Commander,  Alex.  McKenzie,  Washington. 
Grand  Recorder,  Arvine  W.  Johnston,  Washington. 

PvNGLAND  AND  Walks— Grand  Commander,  The  Earl  of  Euston,  Ix)ndon. 
(irand  Recorder,  C.  F.  Matier,  Mark  Masons  Hall,  Great  Queen 
Street,  London,  W.  C,  England. 

Florida— Grand  Commander,  Olin  S.  Wright,  Plant  City. 
Grand  Recorder,  Wilbur  P.  Webster,  Jacksonville. 

Georgia- Grand  Commander,  George  B.  Whiteside,  Columbus. 
Grand  Recorder,  William  S.  Rockwell,  Savannah. 

Illinois — Grand  Commander,  Alonzo  S.  Wilderman,  Belleville. 
Grand" Recorder,  Gilbert  W.  Barnard,  Chicago. 

Indiana— Grand  Commander,  Frederic  Glass,  Madison. 
Grand  Recorder,  Calvin  W.  Prather,  Indianapolis. 

Indian  Territory — Grand  Commander,  Herbert  J.  Evans,  Muskogee, 
(rrand  Recorder,  Joseph  S.  Morrow,  Atoka. 

Iowa— Grand  Commander,  John  William  Wells,  Marshalltown. 
Grand  Recorder,  David  M.  Brownlee,  Sioux  City. 

Ireland — Grand  Commander,  H.  R.  H.  Duke  of  Connaught. 
Grand  Recorder. 

Kansas— Grand  Commander,  Charles  J.  Webb,  Topeka. 
Grand  Recorder,  Thomas  J.  Anderson,  Topeka. 

Kentucky — Grand  Commander,  (leorge  Alexander  I^wis,  Frankfort. 
(Jrand  Recorder,  Alfred  H.  Bryant,  Covington. 

Louisiana — Grand  Commander,  Joseph  J.  Hooper,  New  Orleans. 
Grand  Recorder,  Richard  Lambert,  New  Orleans. 
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Maine— Grand  Commander,  C.  Thayer,  Waterville. 
Grand  Recorder,  Stephen  Berry,  Portland. 

Maryland — Grand  Commander,  Charles  Clark,  Baltimore. 
Grand  Recorder,  John  H.  Miller,  Baltimore. 

Marsachusbtts  and  Rhode  Island — Grand  Commander,  Freeman  C.  Hur- 
sey,  Boston. 
Grand  Recorder,  Benjamin  W.  Rowell,  Boston. 

Michigan — Grand  Commander,  Thomas  E.  Borden,  Saginaw. 
Grand  Recorder,  Henry  L.  Anthony,  Sturgis. 

Minnesota — Grand  Commander,  Samuel  S.  Kilvinton,  Minneapolis. 
Grand  Recorder,  Thomas  Montgomery,  St.  Paul. 

Mississippi — Grand  Commander,  Frank  Burkitt,  Okolona. 
Grand  Recorder,  Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg. 

Missouri— Grand  Commander,  John  F.  Eaton,  Kansas  City. 
Grand  Recorder,  William  H.  Mayo,  St.  Louis. 

Montana — Grand  Commander,  Richard  H.  Wearing,  Butte. 
Grand  Recorder,  Edward  D.  Neil,  Butte. 

Nebraska — Grand  Commander,  Fred  W.  Vaughan,  Fremont. 
Grand  Recorder,  Francis  E.  Wliite,  Omaha. 

New  Hampshire — Grand  Commander,  Thomas  M.  Fletcher,  Alderbrook. 
Grand  Recorder,  Frank  Dana  Woodbury,  Concord. 

New  Jersey — Grand  Commander,  Daniel  C.  Adams,  Plainfield. 
Grand  Recorder,  Charles  Bechtel,  Trenton. 

New  Mexico— Grand  Commander,  Alex  Stevens,  Albuquerque. 
Grand  Recorder,  Alpheus  A.  Keen,  Albuquerque. 

New  York — Grand  Commander,  Charles  D.  Bingham,  Watertown. 
Grand  Recorder,  Arthur  Mc Arthur,  Troy. 

North  Carolina — Grand  Commander,  J.  K.  Norfleet,  Winston. 
Grand  Recorder,  James  C.  Munds,  Wilmington. 

North  Dakota— Grand  Commander,  Robert  N.  Carothers,  Grand  Forks. 
Grand  Recorder,  Frank  J.  Thompson,  Fargo. 

Ohio — Grand  Commander,  Thomas  Kite,  Cincinnati. 
Grand  Recorder,  John  N.  Bell,  Dayton. 

Oklahoma — Grand  Commander,  Charles  Archibald  Morris,  Hobart. 
Grand  Recorder,  Harper  S.  Cunningham,  Guthrie. 

Oregon— (Jrand  Commander,  George  H.  Hill,  Portland. 
Grand  Recorder,  James  F.  Robinson,  Eugene. 

Pennsylvania — Grand  Commander,  Charles  H.  Stock,  Hanover. 
Grand  Recorder,  William  W.  Allen,  Philadelphia. 

Prince  Edwards  Island — Grand  Recorder,  B.  Wilson  Higgs. 

Scotland — Grand  Commander,  The  Marquis  of  Hreadalbane,  Edinburg^h. 
Grand  Recorder,  Lindsey  McKersey,  Edinburgh. 

South  Dakota— Grand  Commander,  Fred  A.  Spaffard,  Flandreau. 
Grand  Recorder,  George  A.  Pettigrew,  Sioux  Falls. 
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TENNB88KE — Grand  Commander,  John  Wilson  Bailey,  Memphis. 
Grand  Recorder,  John  B.  Garrett,  Nashville. 

Tkxas — Grand  Commander,  William  H.  Bell,  Austin. 
Grand  Recorder,  John  C.  Kidd,  Houston. 

Vkkmont — Grand  Commander,  Silas  H.  Danforth,  St.  Albans. 
Grand  Recorder,  Henry  N.  Ross,  Burlington. 

Victoria,  Australia — Grand  Recorder,  Charles  Chapman,  Melbourne. 

Virginia — Grand  Commander,  John  E.  Towns,  Petersburg. 
Grand  Recorder.  James  B.  Blanks,  Petersburg. 

Washington— Grand  Commander,  Lincoln  F  Gaults,  Tacoma. 
Grand  Recorder,  Yancey  C.  Blalock,  Walla  Walla. 

Wkst  ViKGiNiA — Grand  Commander,  Cliarles  H.  Ahrcns,  Wheeling. 
Grand  Recorder,  W.  W.  Van  Winkle,  

Wisconsin— Grand  Commander,  Robert  H.  Ornisly,  Milwaukee. 
Grand  Recorder,  William  W.  Perry,  Milwaukee. 

Wyoming— Grand  Commander,  Finimore  Chatterton,  Clieyenne. 
Grand  Recorder,  Adrian  J.  Parshall,  Cheyenne. 

Grand  Encampmrnt— Grand  Master,  Henry  B.  Stoddard,  Bryan,  Texas. 
Grand  Recorder,  John  A.  Gerow,  Detroit,  Mich. 


MASONIC  PERIODICALS. 


American  Tyler Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Masonic  Constellation St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Masonic  Advocate Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Square  and  Compass New  Orleans,  La. 

Masonic  Tidings Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Masonic  Token Portland,  Maine. 

Masonic  Voice  and  Review Chicago,  111. 

Masonic  Chronicle Columbus,  Oliio. 

Tannessee  Mason Nashville,  Tenn. 

Masonic  Trowel../ Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Masonic  Standard  New  York. 

Illinois  Freemason Bloomington,  111. 

Trestle  Board ^an  Francisco,  Cal. 

Square  and  Compass Denver,  Col. 

Pacific  Mason Seattle,  Wash. 

Keystone Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mystic  Tie Elkins,  W.  Va. 

Missouri  Freemason St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Freemason Toronto,  Canada. 

Australian  f'reemason Melbourne,  Australia. 

Masonic  News Peoria,  111. 

Masonic  Observer Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Kansas  Freemason Wichita,  Kan. 

El  Ideal  Masonico Sancto  Spiritus,  Cuba. 

Masonic  Illustrated : 15  Great  Queen  Street,  London,  Eng. 

Masonic  Journal Portland,  Maine. 
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STATUTES. 


REPRK8RNTATION   BY    PROXY. 

Section  1.  All  the  elective  officers  of  tliis  Grand  Commandery,  all 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Commanders,  Past  Grand 
Generalissimos  and  Past  Grand  Captains-General  who  are  members  of 
Commanderies  within  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  Commander,  General- 
issimo and  Captain-General  of  each  Commandery,  may  appear  and  vote 
by  proxy  in  tne  Grand  Commandery,  said  proxy  being  at  the  time  a 
member  of  the  same  Commandery  as  his  principal,  and  producing  a 
properly  authenticated  certificate  of  his  appointment. 

GRAND   TRKA8URKK. 

Section  2.  The  Grand  Treasurer  shall  render  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery at  each  annual  Grand  Conclave  a  true  and  perfect  account  of  all 
moneys  received  or  disbursed  by  him,  and  such  other  accounta  as  may 
be  required  by  the  Grand  Commander,  from  time  to  time  and  he  shall  only 
pay  out  any  of  the  funds  in  his  hands  upon  the  warrant  of  the  Grand  Re- 
corder, issued  by  order  of  and  countersip^ned  by  the  Grand  Commander ; 
and  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  Fifty  Dollars  in  full  for  hiH  services. 

GRAND   RECORDER. 

Section  3.  The  Grand  Recorder  shall  receive  and  collect  all  the 
revenues  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  pay  them  over  to  the  Grand 
Treasurer  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  thirty  days  after  their  receipt  by 
him  ;  he  shall  render  an  account  to  the  Grand  Commandery  at  each  of 
its  annual  (xrand  Conclaves  and  to  the  Grand  Commander  as  often  as  he 
may  require,  of  all  moneys  received  by  him  and  paid  over  by  him  to  the 
Grand  Treasurer,  showing  the  date,  source  and  amount  thereof,  and  he 
shall  likewise  report  all  the  transactions  of  his  office.  And  for  his  ser- 
vices he  shall  be  paid  an  annual  salary  of  Five  Hundred  Dollars. 

CHARTER   FEE. 

Section  4.  The  fee  for  a  Dispensation  for  a  New  Commandery  shall 
be  One  Hundred  Dollars,  to  be  paid  before  the  Dispensation  issues,  and 
there  shall  be  no  Charter  fee. 

ANNUAL   DUE8. 

Section  5.  There  shaTl  be  paid  by  each  Commandery  when  its  an- 
nual return  is  sent  in,  for  every  Knight  Templar  created  therein  during 
the  preceding  year,  the  sum  of  Five  Dollars,  and  at  the  same  time  for 
every  member  upon  the  roll  of  each  Chartered  Commandery,  on  the 
Festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  the  sum  of  One  Dollar. 

FEB   FOR   ORDERS. 

Section  6.  No  Commandery  shall  confer  tiie  Orders  of  Knighthood 
for  a  less  sum  than  Forty  Dollars,  which  must  accompany  the  petition, 
to  be  refunded  to  the  candidate  if  he  shall  be  rejected. 

EXPRNSES   OF   MEMBERS. 

Section  7.  The  Grand  Officers,  Members  of  Standing  Committees 
and  the  Eminent  Commander,  or  his  proxy,  of  each  Commandery,  whose 
returns  shall  have  been  made  and  dues  to  the  Grand  Commandery  paid, 
shall  be  reimbursed  for  their  attendance,  to  the  extent  of  their  actual 
expenses,  excluding  all  compensation  paid  in  other  Masonic  Grand 
bodies,  meeting  during  the  same  week  and  at  the  same  place. 


SY  NOPSIS 

OF 

Templar  Law. 

Applicable  to  Chartered  Commanderies. 

BY 

FREDERIC  SPEED,  i>.«.(\ 


AFFILIATION. 


Only  affiliatec]  Lod^re  and  Chapter  Masons  are  eligible  for  tlie  Orders. 
Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  6,  Statutes,  Sec.  2,  Title  23  and  Title  35. 

APPEAL. 

There  is  no  appeal  to  the  Commandery  from  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
mander.   Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  4. 

ASSESSMENTS. 

Pro  rata  assessments  may  be  levied  in  a<ldition  to  annual  dues,  by  a 
majority  vote.    Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  10  and  Statutes  Sec.  1,  Titled. 

BY-LAWS. 

Chartered  Commanderies  are  invested  with  power  to  make  by-laws, 
St.  Sec.  I,  T.  10 ;  which  must  be  approved  by  the  Grand  Commandery,  St. 
Sec.  2,  T.  10  and  amendments  can  only  be  made  in  the  mode  prescribed 
by  them  and  with  like  approval.    Sec.  3,  T.  10. 

CANDIDATE. 

Qualifications  of —  ^ 

A  candidate  must  be  a  Koyal  Arch  Mason,  and  afliliate<l  in  Lo<]ge 
and  Chapter,  Con.  Sec.  6,  Art.  4,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  23,  and  no  qualfications  can 
be  added  to  these.     Sec.  2,  T.  29. 

Ballot — 

Committee  must  report  before,  St.  Sec.  S,  T.  39,  and  there  can  be  no 
ballot  in  less  than  two  weeks,  witliout  a  dispensation,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  7  ; 
it  must  be  unanimous,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  7  ;  every  member  present  must  vote, 
unless  excused,  St.  Sec.  3,  T  7.  A  second  may  be  taken  before  result  is  re- 
corded, when  good  cause  is  shown,  before  any  member  has  left  Asylum, 
St.  Sec.  4,  T.  7.    Mistake  can  only  be  corrected  by  dipsensation,  St.  Sec. 
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5,  T.  7,  but  not  after  candidate  lias  been  declared  rejected  and  result  re- 
corded.   St.  Sec.  6,  T.  7. 

COMMITTEK — 

Must  report  before  ballot,  St.  Sec.  8,  T.  39,  in  writing  but  character  of 
report  must  not  be  recorded,  St.  Sec.  10,  T.  39.  An  unfavorable  report 
does  not  dispense  with  a  ballot.    St.  Sec.  11,  T.  39. 

Jurisdiction — 

Extends  half  way  to  the  nearest  Com mandery  by  direct  line  and  or- 
ders cannot  be  conferred  upon  one  residing  in  the  jurisdiction  of  another 
Commandery,  without  first  obtaining  its  permission.  When  a  petition 
is  received  from  a  sojourner  or  one  who  has  not  resided  six  months  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  a  Commandery,  the  consent  of  Commandery  within 
whose  jurisdiction  the  petitioner  has  resided,  mustbe  obtained.  '  A  Com- 
mandery may  waive  jurisdiction.  A  rejected  candidate  cannot  be  re- 
ceived by  another  Commandery  in  less  than  three  years  after  such 
rejection  and  after  three  years  residence,  without  the  unanimous  consent 
by  ballot,  of  the  rejecting  Commandery.  A  Commandery  has  penal  ju- 
risdiction over  all  K.  T's  within  its  jurisdiction.  St.  T.  29.  Orders  may 
be  conferred  at  the  request  of  another  Commandery.    St.  T.  38. 

NONAFFILIATB — 

Orders  not  to  be  conferred  on.  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  4,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  23 
and  T.  35. 

Objection — 

May  be  made  to  conferring  Red  Cross  on  candidates  without  giving 
reasons,  but  charges  must  be  made  and  sustained  when  the  further  pro- 
gress of  a  Red  Cross  Knight  is  objected  to.  A  visitor  may  object  or  pre- 
fer charges,  but  they  must  be  considered  by  a  majority  vote,  unless  a 
member  makes  them  his  own  by  adopting  them.    St.  T.  37. 

Petition — 

Must  show  Lodge  and  Chapter  in  which  degrees  were  conferred  and 
also  those  in  which  membership  is  held  ;  that  there  has  been  no  previous 
rejection,  and  a  belief  in  the  Christian  religion.  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  39.  It 
must  be  signed  in  person,  state  name,  date  of  birth,  residence  and  occu- 
pation, and  received  only  at  a  Stated  Conclave.  St.  Sec.  3,  T.  39.  Two  can- 
not sign  the  same  petition.  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  39,  and  two  members  must 
vouch  and  recommend.  St.  Sec.  5,  T.  39.  It  must  be  to  the  nearest 
Commandery  to  residence  of  petitioner.  St.  Sec.  6,  T.  39,  and  cannot  be 
withdrawn  unless  for  want  of  jurisdiction.  St.  Sec.  9,  T.  39.  It  can  be 
received  and  balloted  only  at  a  Stated  Conclave  and  not  in  less  than  two 
weeks,  without  a  dispensation.  Con.  Art.  4  Sec.  3.  If  rejected  it  cannot 
be  renewed  in  less  than  six  months  and  then  only  if  petitioner  is  still  re- 
siding in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Commandery  ;  if  he  has  removed,  then 
not  within  three  years  from  rejection  and  after  three  years  residence 
within  the  jurisdiction  oL  the  Commandery  to  which  it  is  renewed.  St. 
Sec.  15,  T.  39  and  Sec.  4,  t!  38. 

PROKICIKNC^Y — 

If  candidate  can  give  all  the  signs  and  go  through  all  the  ceremo- 
nies (  of  preceding  degrees  )  he  is  eligible.    St.  T.  41. 

SoJOlIKNKR — 

Orders  are  not  to  be  conferred  on  a.     Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  4. 

CKREMONIES. 
('Ommanderies  close,  not  a<ljourn  or  call  off.     St.  Sec.  1,  T.  5. 
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CHARTER. 

Every  Commandery  must  have  a  charter  and  not  communicate  with 
any  body  not  chartered,  Con.  Art.  4,  Sees.  1  and  2;  the  Commander  ia 
the  custodian  of  it,  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  13.  whicli  must  be  present  at  every  Con- 
clave, 8t  Sec.  6,  T.  13.  It  cannot  be  surrendered  if  nine  members  wish 
to  retain  it,  St.  Sec.  7,  T.  13.  Forfeiture  does  not  effect  standing  of 
members,  St.  Sec.  3,  T.  23.  It  must  be  arrested  if  no  Conclave  is  held 
for  twelve  months,  St.  Sec.  19,  T.  12,  but  if  suspended  by  Grand  Com- 
mander, membership  is  not  affected,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  11. 

CONCLAVE. 

» 

Stated  Conclaves  must  be  held  at  least  quarterly,  at  sucii  time  and 
place  as  may  be  specified  in  charter  or  by-laws;  Special  Conclaves  may 
be  called  by  Commander,  but  no  business  transacted  except  that  speci- 
fied in  notice  or  summons,  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  3.  Commanderies  close, 
not  adjourn,  or  call  off  to  meet  another  day  for  business,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  5, 
and  Sec.  25,  T.  12.  All  business  must  be  transacted  in  Asylum  at  Stated 
Conclaves  only,  or  at  Special,  when  notice  is  given  of  the  business  to  be 
done  ;  but  arran);ements  for  a  funeral  may  be  made  at  Special  Conclave, 
St.  Sec.  1,  T.  8.  The  charter  must  be  present,  St.  Sec.  6,  T.  13."  A  Com- 
mandery must  meet  in  the  place  named  in  its  charter,  but  may  remove 
from  one  house  to  another,  by  vote,  after  notice  to  members,  and  tem- 
porarily, in  case  Asylum  is  unfit  for  use,  by  dispensation  of  (irand  Com- 
mander^ St.  T.  31.  Failure  to  meet  for  12  months,  charter  arrested,  St. 
Sec.  18,  T.  12.     A  quorum  is  nine  members  entitled  to  vote,  St.  T.  42. 

CORKESPONDENCE. 

Communications  between  Commanderies  of  different  Grand  Com- 
manderies, must  be  through  Grand  Commanders,  St.  Sec.  2,T.  14.  Com- 
plaints and  correspondence  must  be  through  Commander  to  (jrand  Com- 
mander, but  may  be  direct;  if  he  refuses  to  transmit  it,  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  14. 
A  K.  T.  desirinif  information,  should  apply  to  Commander  and  he  to 
(Jrand  Commander,  St.  T. 27. 

DKCISIONS. 

Of  (irand  Commander  are  binding  as  soon  as  known,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  16. 

DIMIT. 

Is  to  be  granted  upon  request,  in  writing,  without  a  vote,  if  dues  are 
paid  and  no  charges  pending,  St.  Sees.  1  and  2,  T.  17.  A  certificate 
given  to  a  K.  T.  restored  to  good  standing,  is  equivalent  to  a  dimit,  St. 
Sec.  13,  T.  48. 

DUES. 

A  Commandery  has  a  right  to  collect  such  annual  dues  and  pro  rata 
asseKHMients  as  may  be  neeiled  to  pay  the  expenses,  to  be  determined  by 
a  majority  vote,  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  10,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  18.  The  by-laws  may 
proviiie  that  members  two  years  in  arrears  shall  be  ineligible  to  office 
and  not  entitled  to  vote,  if  ilisfranchised  by  a  trial,  St.  Sees.  4  and  5,  T. 
18.  None  can  be  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  without  notice 
and  an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  and  there  must  be  a  vote,  whether  there 
is  an  appearance  of  not,  St.  Sees.  6  and  7,  T.  48. 
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ELECTION. 

The  Commander,  Generalissimo,  Captain-General,  Treasurer  and  Re- 
corder mast  be  elected  and  other  officers  elected  or  appointed  as  by-laws 
provide,  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  2.  Officers  hold  over  until  successors  are 
installed,  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  5.  The  Grand  Commander  may  authorize  a 
special  election  to  fill  vacancies  in  any  office  except  where  there  is  a 
constitutional  right  of  succession  and  when  there  is  a  written  request  by 
the  Commandery,  Con.  Art.  4,  See.  12.  (3)  Election  must  be  by  ballot 
and  blanks  are  not  votes,  St.  Sees.  1  and  2,  T.  19.  A  K.  T.  cannot  be 
forced  to  accept  office,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  36.  Only  election  and  term  of  ser- 
vice entitles  an  officer  to  prefix  of  '*  Past,"  St.  T.  50. 

FEES. 

The  fees  for  the  Orders  cannot  be  remitted,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  8,  or  be 
less  than  $30.00,    Con.  Art  4,  Sec.  10. 

FUNERAL. 

Arrangements  for  a,  may  be  made  at  a  Special  Conclave,  St.  Sec.  1, 
T.  8,  and  the  ceremony  of  the  Grand  Encampment  must  be  used,  St. 
Sec.  1,  T.  9.  Unaffiliated  are  not  entitled  to  funeral  honors,  St.  Sec.  2, 
T.  9.  Commandery  may  escort  a  Lodge  at  funeral,  but  not  unless  there 
is  a  Masonic  ceremony,  St.  Sec.  3,  T.  9,  and  they  cannot  attend  other 
than  a  Knight  Templar's  funeral,  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  9. 

MEALING. 

Is  re-obligating  and  correcting  what  has  been  done  amiss  and  may 
be  by  a  Commandery,  if  it  is  authorized  by  the  Grand  Commandery,  but 
a  clandestine  cannot  be,  St.  T.  26. 

INSTALLATION. 

Officers  may  be  installed  by.  a  member  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
by  either  of  the  first  four  officers  of  tlie  (irand  Commandery,  by  the 
Commander  or  a  Past  Commander,  but  if  by  a  Past  Officer,  the  Comman- 
der must  be  present  to  arrange,  or  his  proxy  produced.  The  ceremony 
must  be  that  prescribed  by  Grand  Encampment.  Officers  cannot  be 
installed  by  proxy  but  re-elected  officers  need  not  be  re-installed.  In- 
stallation may  be  public  if  in  an  Asylum  but  if  in  other  place  a  dispen- 
sation is  required.  St.  T.  28. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Those  who  receive  the  Orders  in  a  Commandery  are  members,  unless 
Orders  were  conferred  for  another  Commandery,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  33.  One 
cannot  be  a  member  of  two  Commanderies,  St.  Sec.  5,  T.  33.  There  aro 
no  jurisdictional  requirements  for  membership,  St.  Sec.  11,  T.  33.  Every 
member  must  be  a  member  of  a  Lodge  and  Chapter,  but  Templar  honors 
may  however,  be  given  or  withheld  a  nonaffiliate  Templar,  St.  T.  35. 
Members  have  a  right  to  know  all  the  transactions  of  their  Comman- 
deries, St.  Sec.  1,  T.  4,  but  can  have  but  one  vote,  St.  T.  55.  Forfeiture 
of  Charter  does  not  affect  standing  of  members,  St.  Sec.  3,  T.  23.  Sus- 
pended member  is  restored  by  a  majority  vote  to  good  standing,  but  itro- 
quires  a  unanimous  vote  to  restore  to  membership,  St.  Sec.  9,  T.  48. 
Expelled  member  is  restored  to  Order  by  a  two- thirds  vote,  but  it  re- 
quires a  unanimous  vote  to  restore  to  membership,  St.  Sees.  10  and  11, 
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T.  18.  Restoration  by  body  suspending,  expelling  or  striking  from  the 
roll,  restores  to  membership  in  Commandery,  even  if  Commandery  after- 
wards suspended  or  expelled  in  consequence  of  Lodge  or  Chapter  action, 
iSt.  Sec.  12;  T.  48.  Honorary  membership  may  be  conferred  but  it  does 
not  give  a  right  to  vote  or  rank,  or  create  a  liability  fur  dues,  or  de- 
prive him  of  duties  of  active  membership,  or  relieve  him  of  dues,  St. 
Sees.  7  and  8,  T.  33.  Life  membership  may  be  created,  St.  Sec.  8,  T.  33. 
If  a  (irand  Oommandery  restores  a  suspended  or  expelled  member  to 
good  standing  merely,  he  is  given  a  certificate  by  the  Grand  Recorder, 
St.  Sec.  6,  T.  3,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  dimit,  St.  Sec.  13,  T.  48. 

MINUTES. 

Must  be  read  and  corrected  at  close  of  Conclave,  and  read,  corrected 
and  approved  at  next  Stated  Conclave  and  signed  by  the  Recorder, 
St.  T.  34. 

NONAFFILIATE. 

Templar  honors  may  be  given  or  withheld  a  nonaffiliate  Templar, 
but  every  Templar  must  be  a  member  of  a  Lodge  and  Chapter,  St.  T.  35. 

OFFICERS. 
Gbamd  Comma ndbr— 

Cannot  be  officer  of  a  Commandery,  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  12.  Decisions 
of,  are  binding  as  soon  as  known,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  19.  Must  be  communi- 
cated with  through  Commander,  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  14.  Decides  when  a 
Cotiimandery  may  Hppear  in  public  and  they  must  not  do  so,  except  at 
funerals  or  to  attend  divine  service,  without  his  dispensation,  St.  Sec. 
21,  T.  12.  He  may  suspend  a  Commandery  but  not  its  members,  St. 
Sec.  1,  T.  2. 

Commander — 

Is  to  see  by-laws  and  resolutfoiis  obeyed,  records  accurately  kept, 
returns  made  and  dues  paid,  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  6;  has  casting  vote  and 
there  is  no  appeal  from  decision  of,  to  Commandery,  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  4 ; 
must  take  vow  of  office,  Con.  Art  4,  Sec.  9;  is  custodian  of  charter,  St. 
Sec.  4,  T.  13;  complaints  and  correspondence  witli  Grand  Commander, 
must  pass  through,  unless  he  refuses  to  forward,  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  14,  St.  T. 
27;  debate  ceases  when  he  rises,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  15;  can  only  be  tried  by 
Grand  Commandery,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  11 ;  cannot  resign,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  45 ;  be- 
comes a  Past  Commander  at  expiration  of  term  of  his  office,  although  he 
may  have  removed  from  State,  St.  Sec.  5,  T.  43  ;  Grand  Commander  can- 
not be  officer  of  Commandery,  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  12.  The  Generalisimo 
and  Captain-General,  succeed  in  absence  or  death  of  Commander,  Con. 
Art.  4,  Sec.  12;  in  absence,  death  or  disability  of  Commander,  Captain- 
General  and  Generalisimo,  Past  Commanders  according  to  seniority  of 
service  assume  the  office  and  discharge  the  duties  of  Commander,  Con. 
Art.  3.  Sec.  7.  Commander  is  entitled  to  the  prefix  of  "  Past"  only  when 
his  term  of  service  expires,  St.  T.  50. 

Resign — 

Neither  of  first  three  officers  can  resign,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  45. 

Rkcorder — 

The  Recorder  issues  summons  and  notices,  attends  Concalves, 
keeps  minutes,  collects  moneys,  has  charge  of  seal,  makes  returns,  remits? 
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Grand  Commandery  dues,  submits  books  to  be  examined  and  {^ives  bond, 
Con.  Art.  3,  Sees.  9  and  10. 

Treasurbr — 

The  treasurer  is  subject  to  by-laws;  gives  bond,  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  8. 

Vow  OP  OFFICE — 

Officers  must  take^  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  9. 

PARLIAMENTARY  LAW. 

Commander  has  casting  vote,  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  4.  Debate  ceases 
when  Commander  rises,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  16.  Member  cannot  iiave  bnt  one 
vote,  except  presiding  officer,  who  has  casting  vote  in  addition  to  indi- 
vidual vote,  and  all  questions  are  decided  by  majority,  St.  T.  do. 

PROCEEDINCiS. 
Members  have  right  to  know  transactions,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  4. 

QUORUM. 

A  quorum  in  all  Templar  bodies  is  nine  members  entitled  to  vote, 
and  in  absence  of,  no  business  can  be  transacted,  St.  T.  42. 

PUBLIC  APPEARANCE. 

Grand  Commander  decides  when  a  Commandery  may  appear  in 
public,  St.  Sec.  24,  T.  12,  except  at  funerals  or  to  attend  divine  service, 
for  which  no  dispensation  is  required,  St.  Sec.  21,  T.  12.  And  when 
they  do,  it  must  be  in  uniform,  St.  Sec.  23,  T.  12. 

RANK. 

Senior  Past  Commander  present,  who  is  a  member,  outranks  ail 
others,  without  reference  to  where  he  acquired  title,  St.  Sec.  3,  and  Sec. 

7,  T.  43.  According  to  seniority,  succeed  first  three  officers,  in  absence, 
death  or  disability  of.  Con.  Art.  3,  Sec.  7.  Election  and  term  of  office 
only  entitles  officer  to  prefix  of  **  Past,**  St.  T.  50.  Present  officers  out- 
rank Past  of  any  grade,  St.  Sec.  3,  T.  43.  Installation  is  necessary  to 
confer  rank,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  43. 

RED  CROSS. 

Red  Cross  may  be  commuicated  to  a  foreigner  not  liaving  it,  St.  Sec. 
1,  T.  22,  and  must  be  conferred  before  Templar  order.    Con.  Art.  4,  Sec. 

8.  Baldric  reversed,  cap  with  Templar,  not  Passion,  cross  or  covered, 
sword  and  white  gloves  to  be  worn  when  conferring.  S.  M.  wears  royal 
robes  and  Prelate  those  of  H.  P.,  St.  Sec.  0,  T.  52.  Commandery  may 
adopt  by-law  requiring  R.  0.  Kt.  to  procure  Templar  uniform  before  con- 
ferring that  order  upon  him,  St.  Sec.  7,  T.  52. 

RITUAL. 

Ritual  of  Grand  Encampment  cannot  be  altered  or  abridged,  St.  T. 
4(5.  Orders  must  be  conferred :  1.  Red  Cross.  2.  Knight  Templar. 
3.    Malta,  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  8. 
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SEAL. 
Seal  can  be  affixed  to  all  papers  legally  issued,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  47. 

STANDING. 

Suspension  or  expulsion  deprives  of  membership  and  all  rights  and 
privileges  while  it  continues,  whether  inflicted  by  I^dge,  Chapter  or 
Commandery,  St.  Sees.  1  and  2,  T.  48,  and  Sec.  1,  T.  23.  Standing  is 
that  of  Lodge  and  Chapter,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  23.  Forfeiture  of  charter  does 
not  affect  standing  of  membership,  St.  Sec.  3,  T.  23.  Suspension  of 
Cominaudery  does  not  affect  membership  therein,  St.  Sec.  1,  T.  11. 

SUMMONS. 

Newspaper  notice  is  not  legal  summons,  it  must  be  by  personal  ser- 
vice, left  at  residence,  place  of  business,  or  mailed,  St.  Sec.  3,  T.  49. 

TRIAL. 

Pkocbduke — 

A  trial  must  be  in  open  Commandery  presided  over  by  ranking  offi- 
cer, who  decides  all  questions  ot  law  and  evidence  and  must  be  con- 
ducted as  prescribed  in  the  *^  Forms  "  enacted  by  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, St.  Sec.  1,  T.  51.  A  committee  takes  depositions  of  all  witnesses 
who  cannot  be  examined  in  open  Commandery,  hut  it  cannot  try  the  ac- 
cused, digest  the  testimony,  or  report  its  conclusions,  St.  Sees.  3  and 
4,  T.  51. 

Al'PKAL8 — 

Any  suspended  or  expelled  Templar  can  appeal  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery, St.  Sec.  1,  T.  3,  not  to  the  Grand  Commander,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  3, 
but  an  appeal  does  not  suspend  the  judgment.  Sec.  3,T.  3,  and  if  aban- 
doned leaves  it  in  force,  St.  Sec.  4,  T.  3.  The  judgment  of  a  Grand 
Commandery  cannot  be  appealed  trom  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  unless 
a  question  is  raised  involving  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment, St.  Sec.  10,  T.  3. 

Rbvkksal — 

A  judgment  reversed,  restores  to  good  standing,  St.  Sec.  5,  T.  3. 

Rkstokation — 

Suspended  or  expelled  K.  T.  may  be  restored  by  petition,  which  may 
be  acted  upon  at  once,  St.  Sec.  10,  T.  33.  To  good  standing  does  not  re- 
gain membership,  St.  Sec.  6,  T.  3.  Expelled  member  restored  to  Order 
by  two-thirds  vote,  to  membership  by  unanimous,  St.  Sees.  10  and  11, 
T.  48.  By  body  suspending,  expelling  or  striking  from  roll,  restores  to 
membership  in  Commandery,  even  if  Commandery  afterwards  suspended 
or  expelled,  in  consequence  of  Lodge  or  Chapter  action,  St.  Sec.  12,  T. 
48.  A  certificate  should  be  given  to  K.  T.  restore<l,  which  is  equivalent 
to  a  dimit,  St.  Sec.  13,  T.  48.  Suspended  member  of  Commandery  re- 
stored by  majority  vote  to  good  standing  in  Order,  but  a  unanimous  vote 
is  required  to  restore  to  membership,  St.  Sec.  9,  T.  48. 
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SUSPBNSION  BT  LODGK  OR  ChaPTEK — 

If  certificate  of  suepensionor  expulsion  from  Lodge  or  Chapter  is  not 
filed,  the  fact  may  be  proven  orally,  if  jurisdiction  is  shown,  St.  Sees.  3 
and  4,  T.  48.  Commandery  cannot  go  behind  record  of  Grand  Lodge  or 
Chapter  on  question  of  jurisdiction,  St.  Sec.  5,  T.  48. 

Modification  of  Jcjdombnt — 

Judgment  may  be  modified  by  Grand  Commandery,  St.  Sec.  7,  T.  3. 

Counsel — 

Accused  may  have  counsel  or  argue  his  own  case^  even  if  expelled  by 
Commandery,  St.  Sees.  8  and  9,  T.  3. 

Commander — 

Can  only  be  tried  by  Grand  Commandery,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  2. 

UNIFORM. 

Baldric  reversed,  cap  with  Templar  cross,  not  Passion  cross  or  cov- 
ered, sword  and  white  gloves  to  be  worn  when  conferring  Red  Cross. 
Sovereign  Master  wears  royal  robes  and  Prelate  High  Priest  Robes,  St. 
Sec.  6,  T.  52.  Commandery  may  adopt  by-law  requiring  Red  Cross 
Knight  to  equip  himself  as  Templar,  before  giving  him  the  order,  St. 
Sec.  7,  T.  52.  Uniform  is  prescribed  by  Grand  Commandery,  except  in- 
signia of  rank,  but  shoulder  straps  Are  limited  to  ofiicers  and  Past  ofii- 
cers,  St.  Sees.  2  and  5,  T.  52. 

VISITOR. 

Visitor  cannot  be  admitted  over  objection  of  member,  unless  he 
visits  in  ofiScial  capacity,  and  objection  may  be  made  in  open  Comman- 
dery or  privately  to  Commander,  but  reasons  cannot  be  aemanded,  St. 
Sec.  1,  T.  54.  Visitor  must  be  examined  in  all  preceding  degrees,  as  well 
as  Orders,  so  far  as  not  vouched  for,  St.  Sec.  2,  T.  54. 

VOW  OF  OFFICE. 

All  officers  must  take,  Con.  Art.  4,  Sec.  9. 


Returns  OF  CoMM  A  NDERiES 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  27, 1903, 

Indudlns  Officers  for  I904. 


ABRRDEEX  COMMANDERY  No.  17.— Abrrdkrn,  Monrok^County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Thursday  in  each  month. 

Offickrs  for  1904. 

A.  C.  Lowe E.  G.    J.  W.  Eckford Treasurer 

H.  C.  Hamilton (ien*o.     F'rank  P.  Jinkins,  p.g.c Recorder 

P.  W.  Lusk C.  G.    J.  H.  xMurphy St.  Bearer 

J.  C.  Park Prelate    H.  L.  Blankenbaker.. Sw.  Bearer 

William  Kimmel,  p.c, S.  W.     R.  P.  Wendell Warder 

T.B.Holmes J.  W.    K  W.  Holmes C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commandkrs. — W.  G.  Sykes,  William  B.  Walker,  Wiley  H. 
Clifton,  G.  S.  Clopton,  J.  J.  McDonald. 

Mkmbkrs. —  R.  L.  Bartholomew,  S.  H.  Berg,  1^.  A.  Bodine,  J.  A.  Bowen, 
W.  O.  Butler,  R.  C.  Cadden,  R.  P.  Glack,  C.  W.  (rreen,  Joseph  Ham,  J. 
M.  Hi)fKA8on,  W.  S.  Lindawood,  R.  R.  Love,  J.  A.  Mayfield,  C.  C.  Medlev, 
L.  (4-  Nesbitt,  C.  H.  Patterson,  M.  P.  Reed,  C.  T.  Schubert,  J.  L.  Shefl, 
E.  Cf.  Smith,  E.  L.  Sykes,  W.  C.  Sykes,  D.  Y.  Wesson,  Edgar  Wilson. 

Knighted.— W.  O.  Butler,  H.  L.  Blankenbaker,  R.  P.  Clack,  C.  W. 
Green,  C.  H.  Patterson,  J.  C.  Park,  R.  P.  Wendell,  C.  C.  Medley,  D.  V* 
Wesson. 


COAHOMA,  No.  22. — Clarksdalb,  Coahoma  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2nd.  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Offickrs  for  1904. 

John  8.  Brooks E.  C.  J.  H.Johnson Treasurer 

Joseph  J.Brooks Gen'o.  B.  T.  Markett Recorder 

A.  T.  Butler C.  G.  J.  W.  Mack St.  Bearer 

E.  M.  Fant Prelate  G.  W.  Butler,  Jr Sw.  Bearer 

W.  P.  Moore S.  W.  J.  T.  Longino Warder 

T.  H.  McKenzie F.  W.  J.  W.  Cutrer C.  of  Guard 

Members. — S.  Frederic  Carr,  J.  B.  Chism,  W.  E.  Dickey,  M.  E.  Den- 
ton, F.  L.  Hope,  R.  B.  Hebdon,  E.  E.  McDaniels,  J.  T.  Mills,  W.  C. 
Weathersby. 

Admitted. — B.  T.  Markett. 

KxRiiiTED.— T.  U.  McKenzie,  J.  W.  Mack,  J.  T.  Mills. 

DiMiTTED. — E.  J.  Barker. 

Died.— J.  N.  D.  Shinkel. 
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GYRENE  COMMANDERY,  No.  9.— Meridian,  Laudekdale  County. 

Regular  ConclHves  2nd.  Tharsday  of  each  inontli. 

Officers  for  1904. 

F.  E.  Smith.: E.  C.     W.  S.  Harris, Sr Treasurer 

H.  F.  Broach,  Jr Gen'o.     R.  E.  Moody,  p.e.o Recorder 

J.  W.  Hagerineyer C.  G.     C.  W.  Schamber St.  Bearer 

DeB.  Waddell,  V.K.c Prelate    A.  T.  Harvey 8w.  Bearer 

P.  A.  Broach S.  W.     J.  W.  Moore Warder 

A.  G.  McCaiits J.  W.     Andrew  J.  Peck C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commandkhk. — James  M.  Buchanan,  f.g.c,  Oliver  J^.  McKay, 
H.o.c,  G.  Siiiallshaf,  O.  A.  Harrison,  Edwin  J.  Martin,  Benjamin  V.  White, 
William  H.  Howard,  J.  H.  Stoltzfus,  M.  R.  Grant. 

Members. — B.J.  Allen,  S.  N.  Askew,  A.  B.  Amis,  E.  A.  Archer,  F. 
W.  Bross,  W.  E.  Baskin,  F.  V.  Brahan,  F.  D  Bradley,  E.  8.  Bo8tick,T.  A. 
Baucum,  E.  Burckle,  G.  A.  Baxter,  E.  E.  Broach,  W.  E.  Broadi,  C.  Y. 
Brandon,  A.  8.  Bozeman,S.  B.  Burr,  Jr.,  A.  M.  Byrd,  J.  W.  Brewster,  C.  T, 
Burt,  W.  D.Cameron,  J.  W.  Collins,  C.C.  Coffee, B.  J. Carter, N.  M.Collins, 
P.  A.  Crook,  W.  S.  Carter,  C.  P.  Chambers,  C.  M.  Card,  I.  Champenoip, 
R.  A.  Collins,  C.  T.  Creel,  S.  I.  Downs,  J.  R.  Dowdle,  C.  H.  Dabbs,  Wil- 
liam H.  Duff,  C.  W.  Doughtie,  W.  A.  Daniels,  Charles  Elmire,  M.  P. 
Feazell,  S.  J.  Ferguson,  C.  D.  Frankinson,  P.  S.  Gardiner,  W.  H.  Gallas- 
pie,  H.  S.  Gunn,  C.  L.  Gray,  T.  Gillmore,  E.  J.  Gallagher,  C.  R.  Hoye, 
J.  C.  Haugh,T.  B.  HoUiman,  W.  B.  Harbinson,  J.  H.  Harris,  R.  P.  Hall.  H. 
W.  Hoye, Geo.  Hoefiie,  A.C.  Hulett,  F.  A.  Hulett,  G.  B.  Harper,  S.  M,  Hous- 
ton, W.  G.  Hayes,  A.  L.  Hoye,  C.  W.  Hoye,  D.  G.  Hodges,  J.  T.  Iglehart, 
J.  E.  Jones,  W.  N.  Jones,  W.  E.  Jones,  J.  8.  Jenkins,  William  H.  John- 
son, John  Kamper,  F.  M.  Keen,  J.  A.  Kelly,  M.  M.  Kline,  P.  J.  Krause, 
Charles  Kramer,  J.  E.  Kennedy,  T.  B.  Lamb,  T.  C.  Lyle,  C.  R.  Lewis,  J. 
K.  Logan,  E.  A.  Ledyard,  Robert  K.  Lee,  C.  C.  Miller,  Irvin  Miller,  C.  W. 
Morgan,  J.  N.  Melton,  P.  L.  Martin,  H.  C.  Majure,  H.  G.  Meyer,  B.  J.  Mor- 
rison, Joshua  F.  Moore,  James  F.  Moore,  W.  Meeds,  E.  M.  Martin,  W.  K. 
Mashburn,  E.  A.  Miller,  B.  McClanahan,  A.  D.  McRaven,  J.  C.  McClin- 
ton,  Hugh  McNeill,  Will  McNeill,  J.  M.  McBeath,  J.  W.  McCorkle,  B. 
McDade,  C.  T.  McCormick,C.  E.  Newcomer,  B.  F.  Park,  D.  A.  Ray,  C.  M. 
Rubush,  W.  B.  Rogers,  J.  H.  Rush,  J.  R.  Smith,  H.  C.  Smith,  S.  A. 
Scruggs,  J.  H.  Short,  C.  A.  Stovall,  J.  L.  Stutz,  R.  H.  Suttle,  J.  A. 
Treadaway,  J.  R.  Tackett,  H.  Thornton,  R.  H.  VanHoose,  T.  L.  Wain- 
wright,  !VI.  W.  Woodburv,  S.  E.  Wilson,  R.  J.  Wright,  D.  N.  Wads- 
worth,  W.   A.    Webster,  E.   W.  Walsh,  W.  R  Wright,  R.  W.  Wallace. 

Knighted. — F>a8mus  A.  Archer,  Samuel  N.  Askew,  AlfonseB.  Amis, 
James  W.  Brewster,  Charles  T.  Burt,  Walter  E.  Broach,  Charles  M. 
Card,  Isaac  Champenois,  Rosser  A.  Collins,  Caleb  T.  Creel.  Charles  W. 
Doughtie,  William  A.  Daniels,  Tuck  Gilmbre,  Edward  J.  Gallagher, 
Alexis  T.  Harvey,  Albert  L.  Hoye,  Charles  W.  Hoye,  Dolan  G.  Hodges, 
William  H.  Johnson,  *J.  E.  Kennedy,  Robert  K.  Lee,  John  W.  Moore, 
Wallace  K.  Mashburn,  Ed^^ard  A.  Miller,  Ch«rles  T.  McCormick,  Jesse 
H.  Rush,  Robert  H.  Suttle,  Rocket  H.  VanHoose,  Edward  W.  Walsh, 
Fiichard  W.  Wallace. 


♦  Knighted  by  Beaumont,  Texas,  Commandery. 

SrsPENDED  N.  P.  D.,  Kkinstated. — Ben.  F.  Park. 

Dimittbd. — C.  L.  Hutchinson,  E.  B.  Keeling,  J.  H.  Wright. 

Died.— John  L.  Spinks,  p.e.c,  April  25,  190.'). 

Disfranchised. —F.  H.  Grain,  L.  D.  Godfrey,  Jr.,  J.  B.  Watts,  A.  A. 
Kincannon. 


1904  RKTUKNS  OF  COMMANDKRlES.  41 

DKLTA  COMMANDKRY,    No.    16.— Grbbnvillk,   Washington  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2nd.  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1904. 

Kmmet  N.  Thomas,  p.k  v K.  C.     J.  B.  Scruggs... Treasurer 

C.  H.  West (ren'o.     C.  A.  Kinkead Recorder 

C.  (t.     8.  C.  Bull,  Jr St.  Bearer 

Robert  Somerville Prelate     M.  O.  Shivers Sw.  Bearer 

K.  L.  (iradv S.  W.     A.  B.  Nance Warder 

W.  T.Steger J.  W.     J.  I).  Duncan C.  of  Guard 

Mkmbeks. — S.  Archer,  W.  C.  Bovd,  J.  P.  Bailey,  A.  K.  Burnett.  J.  H. 
Baker,  W.  S.  Clack,  A.  C.  Coxe,  S.*F.  Davis,  J.  h.  Davis,  J.  V.  Finlay, 
W.  B.  Faison,  J.  T.  Green,  W.  P.  Greshain,  J.  M.  Hutsall,  H.  T.  Ireys, 
Jr.,  W.  G.  Jaques,  J.  (i.  Jones,  L.  Y.  Kerr,'  W.  H.  McChiin,  O.  C.  Moodv, 
O.  H.  Millirons,  J.  C.  Mulvary,  S.  J.  Morehead,  A.  W.  Oliver,  E.  P. 
Odoneal,  W.  B.  Roberts,  J.  A.  Richardson,  A.  J.  Rose,  C.  H.  Roacli,  B. 
Y.  Scott,  W.  R.  Trigg. 

Knighted. — L.  Y.  Kerr,  C.  II.  Millirons,  J.  L.  Davis. 

DisFRANCiiisKi). — C.  N.  Hell,  WilliHUi  Crosp,  J.  U.  Casey,  S.  W. 
Ferguson. 


DkMOLAY  COM.MANDKRY,  No.  8.— Columbus,  I^owndes  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  4th.  Friday  night  of  each  month. 

Officeks  for  1904. 

C.  L.  Lincoln K.  C.     M.  A.  Franklin Treasurer 

B.  A.   Weaver Gen'o.     H.  M.  Waddell Recorder 

Thomas  B.  Franklin C.  G.     W.  W.  Westmoreland St.  Bearer 

J.  B.  Randolph Prelate     A.D.  Kichards Sw.  Bearer 

C.  C.  Buder S.  W.     K.  S.  Moore Warder 

R.  S.  Curry J.  W.    J.  B.  Thames C;  of  Guard 

Past  Commander. — James  T.  Harrison,  p.g.c. 

Me.mbek.s. — Jolin  D.  Askew,  J.S.  Billups,  G.  Y.  Banks,  Willis  Banks, 
C.  K.  Bovkin,  J.  W.  Cooper,  N.  S.  Davis,  J.  M.  Easton,  J.  W.  Garner,  T. 
W.  Harris,  R.  W.  Hutchens,  W.  C.  McCullar,  R.  C.  McClanahan,  D.  S. 
McClanahan.  C.  W.  Mills.  J.  P.  Martin,  J.  R.  Mallorv,  P.  W.  Maer,  H. 
Osborne.  W.  N.  Puckett,  N.  J.  Rogers,  W.  I).  Prowell,  .t.  H.  Stevens,  J.  P. 
Stansell,  W.  A.  Stepp,  W.  H.  Taylor,  W.  K.  Warring,  W.  W.  Weaver,  G. 
B.  Wilmot. 

Aj)mittki). — W.  N.  Puckett. 
Knighted. — J.  B.  Randolph. 
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EDWARDS  COMMANDERY,  U.  D.— Edwards,  Hinda  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  let  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officbrs  Undbr  Dispensation. 

*Jame8  B.  Foster E.  C.  *M.  Whitehead Treasurer 

♦Archibald  McCalium Gen'o.  *M.  Whitehead Recorder 

*William  A.  Montgomery C.  G.  *Jame8  J.  Hayes St.  Bearer 

*T.  B.  Holloman Prelate  *W.  Curphey Sw.  Bearer 

Walter  R.  Ward S.  W.  *Daniel  M.  Chicliester Warder 

♦William  M.  Robb J.  W.  •John  L.Spinks C.  of  Guard 

Mbmbbkr. — Jacob  Arni,  II.  Percy  Birdsong,  Mason  Birdsong,  Thomas 
H.  Barrett,  Thomas  A.  Chiciiester,  William  M.Carstarpiien,  William  A. 
Dromgool,  Nathaniel  Flanagan,  Calvin  W.  Gable,  Samuel  D.  Hewes, 
George  8.  Hunter,  Augustus  H.  Havenkott.  Harry  M.  Klingnian,  Thomas 
P.  Martin,  Clifton  F.  Mattis,  George  C.  McLaurin,  Wallace  E.  McDou- 
gald,  Robert  L.  Peyton,  JohnM.  Rauch,  T.  Frank  Smith,  Virgil  D.  Skip- 
per, Syd.  E.  Thomas. 

Kniohtbd. — Jacob  Arni,  H.  Percy  Birdsong,  Mason  Birdsong,  Thos. 
H.  Barrett,  Thomas  A.  Chichester,  William  M.  Carstarphen,  William  A. 
Dromgool,  Nathaniel  Flanagan,  Calvin  W.  Gable,  Samuel  D.  Hewes, 
George  8.  Hunter,  Augustus  H.  Havenkott,  Harry  M.  Klingman,  Clifton 
F.  Mattis,  Thomas  P.  Martin,  George  C.  Mcl^aurin,  Wallace  E.  McDou- 
gald,  Robert  L.  Peyton,  John  M.  Rauch,  Virgil  D.  Skipper,  T.  Frank 
Smith,  Syd.  E.  Thomas,  t Walter  R.  Ward. 

♦Borrowed. 

t  Knighted  by  Magnolia  Commandery. 


Officers  of  Edwards  Commandkry  Under  Charter. 

Installed  March  25,  1904. 

George  S.  Hunter E.  C.  William  M.  Robb Treasurer 

Archibald  McCalium (ren'o.  Thomas  P.  Martin Recorder 

William  A.  Montgomery C.  (J.  Samuel  D.  Hewes St.  Bearer 

William  A.  Dromgool Prelate  John  M.  Rauch Sw.  Bearer 

Walter  R.  Ward 8.  W.  Daniel  M.  Chichester Warder 

PI.  Percy  Birdsong J.  W.  Jacob  Arni C.  of  Guard 


(JREENWOOD  COMMANDERY,  No.  24.— Greenwood,  Leflore  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2nd.  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Offickrs  for  1904. 

E.  R.  McShane,  p.c E.  C.  W.  T.  Johnson Treasurer 

R.  S.  McLemore (ien'o.  G.  B.  Stewart Recorder 

D.  S.  Humphrevs C.  (i.  S.  L.  Gwin St.  Bearer 

N.  E.  Whitehead Prelate  W.  S.  Barry Sw.  Bearer 

W.  S.  Vardaman S.  W.  W.  H.  StevenH Warder 

C.  W.  Crockett J.  W.  H.  G.  Kitchell C.  of  Guard 

Members.— C.  Dunn,  J.  W.  Greer,  M.  C.  Humphreys,  E.  E.  Kersh, 
(lid  Montjov,  Jr.,  I).  M.  .Mo(iehee,  W.  N.  Majet,  S.  L.  Reeves,  C.  S. 
Spencer,  B.  T.  Sayer,  W.  S:  Winglield. 

Knighted. — M.  C.  Humphreys,  W.  N.  Majet. 
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HATTIESBURCJ  COMMANDERY,  No.  21.— IIattiksburg,  Perry  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  4th.  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Offickrs  for  UK>4. 

J.  P.  Carter E.  C.  S  E.  Eaton Treasurer 

A.  A.  Montague (ren'o.  J.  W.  Montajrne Recorder 

Walter  M.  Conner C.  G.  R.  H.  Ileinphill St.  Bearer 

S.  E.  Travis Prelate  J.  H.  Kennedy Sw.  Bearer 

S.  J.  Pettigrew S.  W.  T.  iM.  Ferguson Warder 

W.  R.  McDonald J.  W.  R.  S.  Ellis C.  of  Guard 

Members. — II.  E.  Allen,  T.  M.  Curtis,  S.  E.  Cowan,  0.  W.  Conner,  A. 

E.  Carinichael,  R.  S.  Cottongin,  R.  N.  Collins,  C.  H.  Cong<len,  B.  1). 
Currie,  M.  Dunn,  W.  A.  Dozier,  E.  M.  Ellis,  H.  H.  Folk,  D.  M.  (iatlin.  S. 
T.  Garroway,  E.  L.  Gilliam,  H.  C.  Greer,  Walter  Green,  I.  L.  Gaston,  W. 
P.  Haynes,  J.  W.  Harper,  A.  C.  Lovell,  Jno.  McDuffy,  J.  M.  Mclnnis,  A. 
H.  McSwain,  H.  M.  McCallum,  J.  G.  Napier,  M.  (i.  Norton,  T.  E  Ross,  C. 
L.  Rice,  C.  Z.  Stevens,  V.  M.  Scanlon,  J.  E.  Tavlor,  A.  F.  Thomasson,  J. 

F.  Wilder. 

Knightkd. — R.  N.  Collins,  C.  H.  Congden,  B.  D.  Currie,  I.  L.  Gaston, 
W.  P.  Haynes,  J.  W.  Harper,  R.  H.  Hemphill,  M.  (J.  Norton,  V.  M.  Scan- 
Ian,  A.  F.  Thomasson. 

DiSFRANCHiRRi). — B.  F.  Joues.  E.  W.  Toomer. 


HOLLY  SPRINGS  COMMANDERY,  No.  4.— Holly  Springs,  Marshall 

County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th.  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1904. 

Dudley  M.  Featherston E.  C.  S.  D.  Hamilton,  p.r.c Treasurer 

W.  P.  Bradbury,  p.e.c Gen'o.  L.  B.  Mosby,  p.e.c Recorder 

T.  L.  Bennett C.  G.  B.  L.  Milam St.  Bearer 

P.  E.  Irby Prelate  R.  A.  Mc Williams Sw.  Bearer 

D.  F.  Coward S.  W.  A.  B.  Graham Warder 

M.  H.  Leach,  p.e.c J.  W.  J.  P.  Alvis C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commanders. — G.  C.  Myers. 

Members. — J.  H.  Alexander,  A.  L.  Bondurant,  J.  S.  Brooks,  H.  D. 
Campbell,  H.  L.  Dix,  Thos.  F.  (iaines,  W.  U.  Hampton,  W.  S.  Hill,  Tate 
Holland,  J.  E.  Holmes,  J.  K.  Horton,  B.  T.  Kimbrough,  J.  (4.  Leaoh,  S. 
H  Logan,  B.  F.  Popham,  J.  W.  Stephenson,  J.  L.  Wilson,  T.  P.  Willis, 
C.H.  Wright. 

Knighted. — A.  L.  Bondurant,  D.  F.  Coward,  Thos.  F.  Gaines,  W.  U. 
Hampton,  John  E.  Holmes,  Tate  Holland,  S.  H.  Logan,  Chas.  H.  Wright. 
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IVANHOE  COMMANDERY,  No.  10.— Okolona,  Chickasaw  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  let.  and  3d.  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1904. 

Thos.  M.Walton E.G.    Zack  T.  Harper Treasurer 

James  (iordon Gen'o.    Frank  Burkitt, o.c Recorder 

''E^liineas  M.  Savery,  p.o.c C.  G.    J.  D.  Sansom St.  Bearer 

.Tno.  I).  Hunter Prelate    L.  P.  Haley Sw.  Hearer 

Jno.  M.  Davifl 8.  W.     W.  I.  Harrell Warder 

Frank  M.  Elliott J.  W.    Thos.  R.  Schrimsher C.  of  Guard 

Past  CoMMANDhHs. -E.  M.  Walker,  John  S.  Cobb,  p.o.c,  Wm.  M. 
Buchanan,  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.g.c, 

Mkmbkrh.— (leo.  W.  Anglin,  J.  L.  Arnold,  B.  S.  Allen,  T.  A.  BoRjsran, 
C.  W.  Bolton,  R.  W.  Chandler,  (Jeo.  G.  Dillard,  J.  M.  Dopds,  Ward  Daw- 
son, C.  H.  Evans,  B.  B.  Fitzpatrick,  W.  D.  Frazee,  C.  F.  Faulkner,  I..  C. 
Feemster,  J.  K.  Garrett,  W.  II.  (iriffin,  E.  J.  Hall,  J.  F.  Hodges,  G.  S. 
Henderson,  C.  B.  Hood,  H.  R.  Hodges,  J.  F.  Harrell,  J.  G.  Houghton,  C. 
S.  Harrill,  E.  F.  Hawkins,  A.  W.  Johnson,  T.  J.  Keeney,  V.  C.  Kincan- 
non,  James  A.  Leach,  B.  McCullough,  JohnR.  Moore,  W.  C.  Peeler,  L.  S. 
Pitts,  J.  Q.  Robbins.  J.  M.  Reed,  G.  L.  Russell,  W.  F.  Riley,  Jerrv  Seale, 
John  D.  Smith,  W.  (I.  Stovall,  R.  M.  Sadler,  R.  L.  Thomas,  W.  S.  Thomp- 
son,  J.  A.  Thompson.  W.  W.  Trice,  J.  R.  Williams,  T.  A.  Williams,  T. 
11.  Williams,  W.X.Wilson. 

^Honorary  member. 

.  Admitted. — K.  P.  Hawkins,  John  R.  Moore. 

Knighted. — John  D.  Hunter,  J.  A.  Thompson,  C.  F.  Faulkner,-  T.  A. 
Boggan,  W.  F.  Riley,  W.  W.  Trice,  L..C.  Feemster. 

Suspended  N.  P.  D.,  Reinstated. — D.  II.  (ioff. 

DiMiTTED. — I).  H.  Goff,  W.  L.  Burnett. 

Died.— J.  R.  Price,  February  26;  T.  W.  Williams,  March  13;  J.  T. 
Davis. 

DisFRANCHisKD. — W.  A.  Cauty,  Cayce  Newman,  J.  T.  Harris,  L.  R. 
McCullough,  W.  J.  Stockett. 


LEXINGTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  3.— Lexington,  Holmes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2iid.  and  4th.  Tuesdays  of  each  month. 

Officers  p'or  1901. 

R.  A.  Stigler E.  C.  P.  A.Lindholm Treasurer 

J.  B.  Pickens (ien'o.  John  L.  Dyson Recorder 

E.  F.  Noel C.G.  R.  C.  McBee St.  Bearer 

VV.  L.  Jordan Prelate  C.  C.  Pahlfin Sw.  Bearer 

J.  II.  McRee S.  W.  G.  Loftstrom Warder 

S.  M.  Smitli J.  W.  T.  W.  Smith C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commam)kk.s.  -('.  Oltenberg,  W.  P.  Tackett. 

Mkmhkks.— C.  S.  Drake,  E.  W.  Jordan,  M.  Love,  W.  M.  Meek,  J.  E. 
Stanfield,  J.  H.  Watson,  E.  V.  Ashley,  R.  H.  Baker,  S.  I).  Bailey,  John 
Bellford,  J.  S.  Buck,  J.  B«  Cunningham,  R.  C.  Elmore,  J.  ti.Fuquk,  P.  H. 
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Hobbs,  H.  S.  Hooker,  J.  W.  Jordan,  T.  J.  Jordan,  B.  C.  Seitzler,  C.  C. 
Swinney,  T.  J.  Wyatt,  B.  W.  Lipeey,  11.  W.  Wjitson,  Ross  Love,  H.  C. 
Bnck. 

Knighted.— Ro88  Love,  IL  W.  Watson,  IL  C.  Buck,  B.  W.  Lipaey,  R. 
C.  McBee. 

Disfranchised  N.  P.  D. — R.  0.  Brown. 


MACON  COMMANDEKY,  No.  25.— Macon,  Noxubkk  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2nd.  and  4th.  Tuesdays  of  each  Month. 

(No  Return.) 


MAGNOLIA   COMMANDERY,  No.  2.— Vjcksburg,  Warren  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  Ist  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1904. 

(ieorge  B.  Hackett E.  C.     Benjamin  W.  Griffitli Treasurer 

Albert  L.  Jaquith (ien'o.     Alexander  M.  Paxton Recorder 

Frederic  Speed,  p.g.c C.  G.     Charles  H.  Fife St.  liearer 

Edwin  M.  Moore,  p.s.c Prelate     Albert  A.  Arnold S^.  Bearer 

James  K.  Moore,  p.e.< iS.  W.    Charles  (J.  Wright Warder 

Robert  B.  Chapman J.  W.    John  W.  Parkhurst C  of  Guard 

Past  Commanders. — John  D.  Miles,  h. p.g.c,  James  J.  Hayes,  p.g.c,  Ed- 
ward C.  Carroll,  William  G.  Kiger. 

Members. — Charles  E.  Armstrong,  James  B.  Anderson,  Emile  Bonelli, 
Richard  K.  Boney,  James  H.  Brittain,  John  C.Bryson,  Henry  W.  Bowen, 
Samuel  Childres,  Henry  A.  Covineton,  Daniel  M.  Chichester,  William 
Curphey,  Marye  Dabney,  Henry  P.  Davis,  John  B.  Foster,  Conway  C. 
Flowerree,  Charles  E.  Gore,  George  C.  Harris,  Patrick  Henry,  Andrew  J. 
Hood,  Spencer  S.  Hudson,  George  M.  Klein,  William  B.  Klein,  WMlliain 
W.  Lord,  James  J.  Lum,  William  O.  Menger,  James  W.  Mann,  William 
J.  McKee,  Chester  R.  McFarland,  Andrew  J.  McCallum,  William  A. 
Montgomery,  William  Murray,  Charles  Pare,  Miller  R.  Payne,  James  G. 
Pritchett,  William  Robb,  Albert  G.  Russell,  William  A.Stanton,  Murrav 
F.  Smith,  William  J.  Smith,  John  D.  Smith,  John  T.  Wells,  John  C. 
White,  John  B.  White,  Albert  L.  Williams,  James  H.  WoodruH'. 

Knighted. — William  A.  Stanton. 


MARY  SAVERY  COMMANDERY,  No.   14.— Cohinth,  Alcorn  County. 
Regular  Conclavep,  4th.  Friday  of  each  month. 

Ofkicer.s  for  1904. 

R.  M.  Weaver E.  C.  M.  T.  Bynum Treasurer 

E.  P.  Simmons (len'o.  J.  H.Collier Rt^corder 

T.  W.Cogdell C.  (r.  M.  B.  Abl)ey St.  Bearer 

H.  N.  Young Prelate  J.  P.  Collier,  p.k.c Sw.   Hearer 

W.  W.  Fitzgerald S.  W.  E.  F.  Waits Warder 

H.  E.  Walker J.  W.  C.  W.  McCord,  Jr C.  of  Guard 
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Mkmbkrs. — T.  A.  Read,  C.  M.  Taylor,  R.  T.  Adaine,  George  II.  Beemer, 
H.  E.  Blakpslee.  Austin  Crouch,  S.  H.  Curlee,  J.  R.  P.  Cameron,  J.  B. 
Davis,  J.  W.  Dickey,  (ieorge  F.  Farris,  J.  W.  Giddene,  J.  R.  Huff,  Mark 
Kershaw,  P.  H.  Kilpatrick,  W.J.  Lamb,  J.  W.  McAnultv,  R.  E.  Nesbit, 
S.  B.  Myers,  L.  W.  Phillips,  M.  D.  Ross,  W.  H.  Robinson,  H.  S.  Spraggins, 
E.  W.  Walton,  R.  L.  Young,  J.  W.  Zachary. 

KnktHtbd. — M.  T.  Bynum,  W.  H.  Robinson. 


MISSISSIPPI  COMMANDEKY,  No.  1.— Jackson,  Hinds  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  3rd.  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1904. 

W.  F.  Wilcox E.  C.     W.  W.  Lake,  p.b.c Treasurer 

J.  A.  Webb,  p.K.c Gen'o.    W.  J.  Brown,  Jr.,  p.k.c Recorder 

(ieorge  B.  Power C.  G.     A.  P.  Lusk St.  Bearer 

W.  P.Taylor,  p.k.c Prelate    J.J.  I'ayne Sw  Bearer 

D.  E.  Adicinson,  p.b.c S.  W.    Nolan  Stewart,  p.b.c Warder 

E.  B.  Lewis J.  W.    George  F.  Swann C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commandkrs. — George I^mon,  A.G.  Lewis,  J.  A.  B.  Jones,  p.g.c, 
R.  H.  Henry,  J.  J.  White,  J.  W.  Power,  M.  Whitehead. 

Members.— Wirt  Adams,  L.  H.  Applegate,  J.  T.  B.  Berry,  A.  J.  Chap- 
man, W.  J.  Ferguson,  Richard  Griffith,  George  T.  Gracey,  Thomas  B. 
(iraham,  J.  M.  llartfield,  J.  J.  Haralson,  F.  C.  Lotterhos,  W.  8.  Pittman, 
A.  B.  Quinn,  J.  F.  Robinson,  J.  M.  Stingley,  C.  D.  Smith,  E.  B.  Tabor,  G. 
V.  Toms,  H.  L.  Whitfield. 

Admitted.— (teorge  B.- Power. 

Knightkd. — F.  C.  Lotterlios. 


ROSALIE  COMMANDERY,  No.  o.— Natchez,  Adams  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  4lh.  Thursday  of  each  month  from  November  to  May. 

Offickhs  for  1904. 

Louis  A.  Benoist E.  C.    George  W.  Koontz Treasurer 

William  H.  Jewell (ien'o.     Charles  F.  Merrick Recorder 

Henry  Mi^Dermott C.  G.     Thomas  J.  Murden St.  Bearer 

E.  Geo.  DeLiip,  p.g.c l*relate.  William  B.  Irwine,  p.e.c.Sw,  Bearer 

William  L.  Wells S.  W.     Jesse  B.  Guice Warder 

John  A.  Dicks,  p.k.c J.  W.  Wn».  C.  Hathcox,  p.k.c.. .C.  of  Guard 

PastCo.mmandkks. — William  G.  Benbrook,  p.g.c, Charles T.  Chamber- 
lain, (tius  J.  Hahan,  Frank  S.  Shaw,  J.  Foggo  Dixon,  Melchoir  Beltzhoo- 
ver,  James  C.  French,  p.g.c. 

Members.— Samuel  D.  Baker,  J.  Oscar  Bailey,  (ieorge  M.  Brown,  W. 
Calvin  Brown,  James  A.  Clinton,  Lemuel  P.  Conner,  William  O.  Dobyns, 
L.  C.  Du  (/ote,  James  S.  Fleming.  Edward  B.  Geddis,  James  A.  Harring- 
ton,  Samuel  P.  Ilornsby,  William  J.  Kaiser,  Herbert  L.  Klapp,  Bernard 
H.  Knox,  Rufus  F.  Learned,  William  H.  Lynch,  Lewis  R.  Martin,  Stephen 
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D.  McNair,  Seaborn  McDowell,  R.  Lee  Parker,  William  Rutherford, 
Mazen  Steadman,  Edmund  Sa-iler,  William  Stietenroth,  JeQ'  Truly, 
Henry  C.  Turley,  Ben  C.  Watkins. 

Knightkd. —  Bernard  H.  Knox,  Jesse  B.  (luice,  James  A.  Harrington, 
Henry  McDermott. 

SusPENDKD  N.  P.  D.,  Hkinhtatbd. — T.  Jeff  Adams,  Herbert  L.  Khipp. 

DiBD.— Charles   M.  Sawyer,  C.  of  G.,  October  21,  1903;  T.Quitman 
Munce,  October  24,  1903 ;  T.  Jeff  Adams,  November  22,  1903. 


St.  CYR  COMMANDERY,  No.  6.— Watkr  Vallky,   Yalobiihha  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2nd.  Thursday  of  each  montii. 

Officers  for  1904.  ^ 

(i.  D.  Brown,  f.k.c E.  C.     H.  W.  Heliums Treasurer 

(leorge  W.  Fields (leno.     C.  E.  Romberger,  p.e.c Recorder 

Samuel  D.  Brown,  p.e.c C.  Ct.     F.  Fi.  DeShon St.  Bearer 

H.  H.  Creekmore Prelate.     C.  T.  Robinson Sw.  Bearer 

D.  H.  Hallowell S.  W.     E.  M.  Page Warder 

J.  H.  Wagner J.  W.     1).  W.  McMillan C.  of  Guard 

Past  Co^imanderb. — J.  K.  Fulson,  p.g.c,  H.  M.  Romberger,  p.g.c, 
Joel  Crooms,  W.  H.  Price. 

Members.— W.  H.  Askew,  Walter  Aldredge,  J.  V.  Blackmer,  W.  C. 
Blount,  T.  J.  Binford,  D.  L.  Boon,  A.  H.  Bays,  C.  H.  Campbell,  E.  F.  Crisp, 
R.  F.  Cathey,  W.  S.  Cook,  S.  R.  Cain,  Paul  Clanton,  L.  W.  Dekle,  J.  K  De- 
I^ach,  E.  Dunston,  J.  E.  Daniels.  H.  A.  English,  B.  B.  Ford,  L.  T.  Fox, 
Harry  Gibbons,  A.  C.  Green,  A.  P.  Guntharp,  J.  S.  Hudson,  O.  II.  Haws, 
\Vm.  James,  M.  W.  Jackson,  A.  E.  Jennings,  Frank  H.  Jones,  J.  S.  Kettle, 
A.  Kennedy,  J.  L.  Kirby,  R.  C.  Leland,  J.  M.  Leverette,  J.  W.  Lee,  J.  J. 
I^andreth,  A.  W.  McDonald,  A.  C.  Martin,  F.  E.  Mills,  M.  A.  Montgomery, 
F.  M.  McCarthy,  M.  J.  Peters,  J.  B.  Rogers,  (leorjre  J.  Robertson.  W.  R. 
Kuffin,  J.  N.  Rose,  J.  E.  Rovira,  B.  R.  Scott,  A.  T.  Smith,  W.  F.  Shoffner, 
F.  II.  Smith,  T.  U.  Sisson,  J.  L.  Sisk,  J.  B.  Talbert,  B.  F.  Thomas,  B.  A. 
Talbert,  B.  F.  Tatum,  W.  B.  Vankirk.  D.  R.  Wagner,  F.  W.  Weatherlv, 
W.  C.  Winter,  John  Wright,  Edwin  Wright,  W.  ().  Wood,  T.  H.  Wilson, 
1).  1).  Wilkins,  William  Ward,  Homer  Weir,  W.  B.  Wagner.  W.  II. 
Whitaker. 

Knkjhtki). — 11.  H.  ('reek more,  George  W.  Fields,  L.  T.  Fox.  A.  E. 
JenningH,  Fnink  H.  Jones,  J.  J.  Landreth,  D.  W.  McMillan,  E.  M.  Page, 
B.F.  Tatum,  W.  B.  \Va<,'ner,  W.  H.  Whitaker. 

DiMiTTED.— John  R.  Moore. 

Died.— J.  D.  Haile,  April  28,1903. 
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St.  ELMO  COMMANDERY,  No.  18.— Brook  ha  vkn,  Lincoln  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2n(l.  Friday  of  each  month. 

Offickks  por  HK)4. 

John  E.  Seavey,  r.K.r K.  C.     H.  A.  Tibbs Treasurer 

J.  B.  Daughtry (Jeno.     Cliarles  E.  (Jralton Recorder 

R.  C  Applewhite C.  G.     Sam  W.  Berry St.  Bearer 

W.  H.  Seavev Prelate     K.  IL  Fellow? Sw.  Bearer 

m 

Charles  Heuok S.  \V.     E.  M.  McCormick,  p.K.r Warder 

J.  M.  Wood J.  W.     Z.  P.  Jones C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commandurs. — G.  C.  Hopkins,  J.  M.  Maynor. 

Mkmbkrs.— H.  A.  Addison,  J.  B.  Alford,C.  t^.  Batley,  L.  O.  Bridewell, 
Jacob  W.  Boone,  1.  V.  Bowman,  D.  J.  Batciielder,  Jr.,  R.J.  Boone,  Samuel 
Bvrd,  L.  H.  Bagjrett,  S.  T.  Byrd,  J.  I).  Cull.  E.  N.  Cunningham,  Chas.  L. 
Carroll,  Chas.  E.  Dunbar,  Z.  D.  Davis,  W.  E.  Dopgett,  F.  L.  Davidson,  W.  T. 
Denman,  E.  H.  Easterling,  D.  D.  Ewing,  J.  W.  Elliott,  D.  L.  EasterlinK, 
Anthony  Fly,  Nick  Greener.  Will  Glea8on,S.  W.  Hoskins,  W.  H.Jackson, 
J.  W.  Johnson;  F.  M.  I^e,  G.  G.  Lyell,  K.  E.  I^ng,  A.  E.  Moreion,  W.  L. 
•McConnico,  W.  C.  McCormick,  J.  Archer  McCormick,  Huirh  McColgan, 
E.  M.  Mason,  H.  F.  Mulliken,  Felix  May,  H.  E.  Magee,  L.  W.  McDaniel, 
W.  E.  Montgomery,  W.  F.  Parsons,  I.  L.  Parsons,  .M.  Ryalp,  W.  W.  Rob- 
ertson, Will  0.  Rea,  Frank  Railback,  R.  B.  Stamps,  Samuel  Wilkinson, 
Hnrlburt  Windburn,  J.  0.  Watkins,  V.  B.  Watte,  Jr.,  Ben.  A.  Williams, 
E.  II.   Wentworth,  Leigh  Watkins. 

Knightkd.— J.  B.  Alford,  Ed.  Barnes,  F.  L.  Davidson,  W.T.  Denman, 
Anthony  Fly,  Samuel  W.  Berry,  J.  W.  Johnson,  Frank  Railback,  Leigh 
Watkins. 

DiMiTTKD. — Ed.  Barnes. 

DiKi).— George  D.  Ballard,  NoveiiiV)(>r  28,  UK):]. 


THE  COAST  COMMANDERY,  No.  I<).-Biloxi,  Harrison  CoI'ntv. 

Regular  Conclaves,  3rd.  Thursday  each  month. 

Officers  for  1004. 

James  J.   Lemon E.  C.  T.  R.  Dulion Treasurer 

T.  J.  Kosell Gen*o.  H.  J.  Meant Recorder 

Josepli  W.  Sweatman C.  G.  C.  W.  Wathenfield St.  Bearer 

Thomas  W.  (irayson Prelate  W.  T.  Bolton Sw.  Bearer 

Lewis  R.  Bowen S.  W.  T.  II.  (ileason,  p.e.c Warder 

Harry  T.  Howard,  p.g.c J.  W.  R.  B.  Harrison C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commanders. — E.  E.  Clement,  J.  C.  I^radford. 

Mkmberk.— O.  L.  Bailev,  John  Carrawav,  W.  K.  M.  Dukate,  (/liarles 
Falck,  William  Gorenflo,  J.  H.  (larrard,  N.'C.  Hill,  W.  C.  Lindsey,  C.  D. 
Lancastt^r,  W.  A.  Murphy,  J.  IL  Neville,  C.  Phelps,  J.  A.  Tabor,'  W.  A. 
White,  T.  H.  Warren. 

Knightkd. -().  L.  IJailey,  Charles  Falck,  W.  C.  Lindsey,  W.  A.  Mur- 
phy, J.  A.  Tabor. 

Died. — Lazarus  Lopez,  September  2oth. 

Disfranchised.— E.  L.  Doyle,  E.  W.  Morrill. 


1904  RETURNS  OF  COMMANDKRIKS.  49 

WEST  POINT  COMMANDERS,  No.  20.-WKar  Point,  Clay  County. 

Regular  Coiiclavee,  let  Monday  night  of  eacli  month. 

Office K8  fok  1904. 

R.  R.  Ellis E.  C.  J.  R.  Brinker Treasurer 

F.  A.  Critz Uen'o.  Ed.  Joiner Recorder 

D.  Cuttrell C.  G.  II.  Dupan St.  Bearer 

A.  N.  Eshman Prelate  H.  L.  Joiner Sw.  Bearer 

T.  C.  Exum S,  W.  William  Johnson Warder 

W.  L.  West J.  W.  B.  Y.  Rhodes C.  of  Guard 

Mkmbbrm. — A.  M.  Augustine,  H.  C.  Barksdale,  0.  C  Brothers,  Jr.,  W. 
L.  Barliam,  H.  C.  Campbell,  M.  W.  Chapman,  J.  R.  Campbell,  W.  II. 
Carlisle,  Arthur  Dupan,  A.  J.  Evans,  A.  F.  Fox,  C.  L.  Foster,  L.  T.  Ganes, 
F.  G.  Hawkins,  J.  W.  Heard,  J.  C.  Herbert,  C.  S.  Joiner,  H.  A.  Linber- 
ger,  K.  McCreath,  J.  S.  Moore,  J.  W.  McKee,  F.  H.  Powers,  S.  E.  F.  Rose, 
W.  S.  Khyne,  J.  J.  Stevens,  J.  H.  Smith,  B.  W.  Stewart,  J.  H.  Turbeville, 
R.  M.  Trotter. 

Admitted.— L.T.  Ganes,  D.  Cuttrell,  J.  W.  McKee,  W.  H.  Carlisle. 

Suspended  N.  P.  D.,  Reinstated.— C.  L.  Foster,  W.  S.  Rhyne. 

Died. — S.  M.  Roane. 

DiKFKANCHisED. — R.  I).  Weir. 


YAZOO  COMMA NDKRY,  No.  23.— Yazoo  City,  Yazoo  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  3rd.  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1904. 

John  S.  Hord E.  (/.    Clifton  Livingston Treasurer 

A.M.  Hicks Gen'o.    S.  S.  Shipp Recorder 

J.  C.  HoUingsworth C.  G.    J.  S.  Perrin St.  Bearer 

Lee  Boyd Prelate     W.  G.  Deles Sw.  Bearer 

M.  L.  Stigler,  p.e.c... S.  W.    Robert  Torry Warder 

F.  II.  Blundell J.  W.     A.  B.  Kelly C.  of  Guard 

Past  Commander. — P.  B.  Powell. 

Members. — B.  K.  Bell,  J.  H.  Crisler,  Horton  Frizzell,  W.  B.  Lewis, 
W^  D.  Pugh,  Robert  H  Sorrills,  John  S.  Williams. 

Knighted. — Robert  H.  Sorrells. 
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REPORT    ON 


FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE 

BY 
K.  E.  SIK  ENOCH  GE.ORGE  DeLAP,  P.G.C. 


To  THE  Right  Eminent,  The  Grand  Commandery  of  Mih8IH8ippi: 

We  have  received  and  examined  the  minutes  of  the  following  named 
Templar  (irand  Bodies: 

ALABAMA 1903    MINNESOTA 1903 

ARIZONA 1902    MISSOURI 1903 

ARKANSAS 1903    MONTANA 19o3 

CALIFORNIA 1903    NEBRASKA 1903 

CANADA 1903    NEW  JERSEY 1903 

COLORADO 1902    NEW  HAMPSHIRE 1903 

CONNECTICUT 1903    NEW  YORK 1903 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 1903    NORTH  CAROLINA 1903 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 1903    NORTH  DAKOTA 1903 

FLORIDA 1903    OHIO 1903 

GEORGIA 1903    OKLAHOMA 1903 

ILLINOIS 1903    OREGON 1903 

INDIANA 1903    PENNSYLVANIA 1903 

IOWA 1903    SOUTH  DAKOTA 1903 

KANSAS 1903    TENNESSEE 1903 

KENTUCKY 1903    TEXAS 1903 

LOUISIANA 1903     VERMONT 1903 

MAINE 1903    VIRGINIA 1903 

MARYLAND 1902    WASHIN(JTON 1903 

MASSACHUSEn\S  AND  WEST  VIRGINIA 1903 

RHODE  ISLAND 1903     WISCONSIN 1903 

MICHKIAN 1903    WYOMING 1903 


A  Rl  ZONA. —1902. 

Th^  Tenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Phcenix,  Novem- 
ber 12th.  There  were  in  evidence  as  attendants,  R.  E.  Sir  Charles 
Dwi^ht  Belden,  Grand  Commander;  Eminent  Sir  James  George  Rosk- 
rnge,  Grand  Recorder;  six  Past  Grand  Commanders;  twenty-six  Grand 
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Representatives  ;  a  number  of  Past  Commanders  and  delegates  from  three 
Subordinate  Co  mm  anderies. 

Tlie  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  quite  protracted,  covering, 
as  it  does,  twenty-five  pages  of  the  pamphlet,  but  is  devoid  of  special 
interest.     We  excerpt  from  his  opening  these : 

The  Christian  dispensation  was  announced  to  this  world  by  a  mul- 
titude of  the  heavenly  host,  praising  God  and  saying:  "  Glory  to  God  in 
the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  man.'' 

This  was  the  heavenly  benediction  brought  by  the  son  of  God  : 
Peace  and  good  will  to  all  mankind.  This  was  His  mission,  to  bring  peace 
and  good  will.  Peace  and  .good  will  ever  abide  with  and  proceed  from 
His  religion.  Peace  and  good  will  ever  attends  us  as  a  Templar  Order,  for 
which  we  should  be  continually  thankful,  and  constantly  acclaiming, 
'*  (ilory  to  God  in  the  highest." 

My  fraters,  I  hail  you  with  the  sentiments  of  that  benediction.  I 
hail  you  as  champions  of  a  divine  and  philanthropic  cause.  I  hail  you 
as  enthusiastic  soldiers  of  the  Cross.  Koyal  is  our  heritage — it  coiiiea 
from  the  King  of  Kings.  Sanctified  is  our  mission— made  so  by  the  hal- 
lowed sacrifice  on  Calvary.  Eternal  and  ineffable  joy  is  to  be  our  reward 
— promised  us  by  the  Lord  of  Lords.  Welcome,  Sir  Knights,  to  your  la- 
bors under  the  command  of  the  blessed  Immanuel.  I^t  us  strive  in  all 
that  we  do  to  emulate  His  example,  that  we  may  worthily  participate, 
with  Him,  on  the  occasion  of  the  celestial  review  of  the  saints  before 
the  Throne  of  Light  Eternal. 

We  beg  to  suggest  that  if  the  Order,  as  abody,  in  Arizona,  isat  all  en- 
thusiastic as  soldiers  of  the  Cross  of  Christ,  that  thev  differ,  verv  mate- 
rially  from  the  "generality  of  Templars  in  general!"  That  sort  are  as 
Hcarce,  in  this  neck  of  woods,  as  are  hypocrits  in  heaven.  To  be  sure, 
nearly  all  of  them  belong  to  some  church,  but  some  of  them  also  belong 
to  the  Elks,  and  this  sort  of  affiliation  has  a  very  depressing  effect  on 
vital  godliness !  We  are  glad  to  see  that  our  brother  Charles  is  not  too 
aesthetic  and  finicky  to  talk  piously,  even  if  the  experience  is  not  personal. 

Appropriate 'mention  is  made  of  the  knightly  dead.  He  reported 
Easter  services  at  Phoenix  and  copies  an  original  Easter  Hymn,  by  the 
Grand  Prelate,  which,  while  not  up  to  the  happiest  efforts  of  Charles 
Wesley,  Watts  and  others,  will  do  very  well  for  an  amateur.  We  copy  it 
for  your  information : 

LIFE    AND    LOVE   IMMOKTAL. 

We  come,  O  Lord,  believing. 
The  gift  of  life  receiving ; 
No  power  the  tie  can  sever 
Which  binds  us  thine  forever, 
The  word  believe,  the  gift  receive. 
He  lives,  He  lives,  the  Lord  of  life! 

« 

With  allelujahs  ringing, 

Our  hearts  and  -voices  singing, 

We  hail  Thee,  King  of  Glory, 

We  sing  the  Easter  story  ; 

The  word  believe,  the  gift  receive, 

He  lives,  He  lives,  the  Lord  of  life! 
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The  Lord  indeed  is  risen, 

Has  burst  Death's  bonds  and  prison  ; 

First  fruits  of  loved  ones  sleeping, 

Secure  in  His  safe  keepinjr, 

The  word  believe,  the  gift  receive, 

He  lives,  He  lives,  the  Lord  of  life ! 

He  leads  us  through  death's  portal 

To  life  and  love  immortal, 

To  Him  our  souls  confiding, 

We  live  in  Him  abiding, 

The  word  believe,  the  gift  receive, 

He  lives.  He  lives,  His  life  He  gives'. 

He  made  several  decisions,  all  of  which  were  in  accord  with  the  law 
as  well  as  common  sense,  which  is  not  always  the  case.  As  they  were 
unimportant  and  not  of  general  interent,  we  do  not  quote.  Besides,  the 
R.  K.  in  giving  the  reasons  for  his  ruling,  is  prone  to  multiply  words,  and 
this  we  are  opposed  to. 

We  copy  the  closing  paragraph  of  his  conclusion  : 

I  shall  \&y^  aside  this  authority,  and  tliis  official  right  to  serve  our  no- 
ble organization  an  its  Grand  Commander,  with  reluctance,  simply  be- 
cause I  have  not  yet  accomplished  all  that  I  would.  The  endeavors  that 
I  have  made  have  suggested  others  to  be  tried,  and,  probably,  such  would 
be  a  continual  and  lasting  experience.  May  those  who  follow  me  be 
blest  in  finding  other  and  yet  greater  opportunities,  and  may  there  be  a 
constant  and  gratifying  advance  toward  that  perfect  day  when  the  reign  of 
the  Blessed  Immanuel  becomes  universal  and  eternal.  It  is  to  come, 
and  happy  shall  we  be,  when,  upon  the  dawn  of  that  bright  morning,  af- 
ter the  great  battle  of  Armageddon  has  been  fougiit,  after  the  complete 
subjugation  of  evil  and  the  final  and  absolute  triumph  of  the  Truth,  we 
shall  be  found  among  the  wortliy  souls  in  that  sacred  throng  that  are 
privileged  to  appear  before  the  Great  White  Throne,  and,  by  virtue  of 
our  special  service  iiere,  be  designated  thereafter  as  the  Body  Guard  of 
the  Savior  of  Mankind. 

For  the  purpose  of  requesting  our  distinguished  triend  to  give  us  his 
views  on  that  same  battle  of  Armage<ldon,  where  it  is  to  be  fought,  by 
and  between  who,  and  any  other  information  he  may  have  in  stock,  on 
this  subject.  Touching  the  matter  of  the  Body  Guard  of  the  Saviour  of 
mankind,  we  are  inclined  to  tiie  belief  that  if  made  up  from  the  mate- 
rial he  suggests,  it  will  be  too  small  to  cut  much  of  a  figure  in  a  fight.  AVc 
may  be  mistaken  about  this,  however,  although,  that  is  a  rare  occurrence, 
as  the  records  will  show,  and  there  may  be  more  of  them  than  we  think. 

The  proceedings  were  mostly  routine  and  confined  to  matters  of  local 
import,  only.  Treasury  balanc;e  $890.98.  Total  membership,  21(5,  a  net 
gain  of  22. 

CORRESPONDKNCK. 

Covers  82  pages,  reviews  the  proceedings  of  39  Templar  Grands,  and 
is  the  second  bantam  of  K.  Sir  N.  A.  Morford  and  is  a  paper  of  which 
he  has  full  authority  to  be  very  proud.    There  is  something  of  an  ele- 
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ment  of  brother  Belden's  style,  which  while  very  didactic  is,  yet  so  de- 
cidedly egotistical  as  to  destroy  much  of  its  beauty  and  some  of  its 
influence,  tor  good.  Brother  Belden  commended  the  work,  in  his  address, 
and  we  are  free  to  admit  that,  for  an  amateur,  it  is  extremely  good. 

His  attention  to  our  pamphlet  of  1902,  is  very  full  and  tolerably  fratern- 
al. He  quotes  pleasantly  and  upprovingly  from  Grand  Commander  How- 
ard's address,  and  regrets  his  inability  to  copy  our  Fred's  eulogy  on  brother 
McKinley,  in  full.  He  opens  on  this  committee  in  the  following  blood 
curdling  manner:  "  He  rapidly  reviews  Arizona's  proceedings  in  two 
lines  on  our  Grand  Commander's  address,  stultifies  himself  as  a  knight  of 
the  Order  of  the  Temple  if  he  means  what  he  says."  Horrible,  frightful ! ! 
All  this  because  we  said  that  "  profession  "  more  than  anything  else  was 
and  is  the  ruling  ingredient  in  the  make  up  of  the  average  *' Soldier  of 
the  Cross,"  be  he  Templar  or  church  member.  He  then  proceeds  to 
cover  a  page  in  trying  to  convince  me  that  black  is  white,  that  the  world 
is  better,  spiritually  and  morally,  than  T  think  it  is  and  tries  to  make  it 
appear  that  I  am  a  heathen  and  a  publican  and  whnt  not.  After  reading 
all  that  he  has  to  say  on  the  subject,  and  he  makes  the  best  speech  he 
can,  we  remain  of  the  same  mind  as  before. 

While  our  brother  writes  a  good  report  on  correspondence  he  has 
much  to  learn  in  regard  to  the  sincerity,  or  otherwise,  of  alleged  chil- 
dren of  God.  "  Not  every  one  that  saith  unto  me,  I-.ord,  Ix)rd,  etc.,  shall 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  i.e.,  into  a  state  of  salvation  from  sin, 
but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 

R.  E.  Sir  Anthony  A.  Johns,  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  same  as  before. 


ALABAMA  — 1903. 

The  Forty-third  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Montgomery,  May 
13th  and  14th.  There  were  present:  R.  E.  Sir  Geo.  F.  Wheelock,  Grand 
Commander;  K.  Sir  Geo.  A.  Beauchamp,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other 
Grand  Oflicers,  six  Past  Grand  Commanders,  twenty  Past  Commanders, 
twenty-four  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  seven  Subordi- 
nate Cominanderies,  the  last  one  being  No.  17,  which  indicates  that  ten 
of  the  Subordinate  Comraanderies  have  handed  in  their  checks,  or  failed 
to  be  represented,  which  is  bad. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  well  written  retsum^  of  a  rather 
quiet  administration,  in  which  we  find  nothing  of  general  interest. 
Early  in  his  term,  lie  issued  an  address  to  the  Subordinates,  urging  upon 
them  the  importance  of  perfection  in  drill,  and  the  propriety  of  full 
ceremonial  in  opening,  which  did  not  bear  the  fruit  he  had  hoped  it 
would,  which  is  not  remarkable.  It  is  rather  warm  about  this  time,  for 
people  to  do  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary,  especially  when  there  is 
no  money  it.  He  reports  a  "  healthy"  growth  in  the  membership,  amount- 
ing to  a  total  of  SIX,  which  leads  us  to  wonder  what  constitutes  an 


FKATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE.  5 


unheal tliy  growth.    Grand  Commanderies  that  are  too  poor  to  indulge 

in  the  9ece88ity  of  a  correspondence  reports  arevery  easily  satisfied  with 

general  results,  it  occurs  to  us.  i 

We  find  this,  under  the  head  of  "  Decisions:" 

The  following  from  G.  W.  L.  Smith,  Captain  General  of  Brewton 
Commandery,  No.  18: 

George  A.  Beauchampy  Grand  Recorder ,  Montgomery ^  Ala,: 

Dear  Companion :  Please  inform  me  whether  the  Blue  Ix)dge,  Chap- 
ter or  Coniinandery,  and  especially  the  Commandery,  can  he  used  for 
collection  of  debts ; 

Whether  the  Commandery  can  legally  or  masonically  (when  unau- 
thorized by  any  previous  obligation  or  promise  to  be  responsible  for  the 
debts)  undertake  to  force  or  prefer  charges  against  its  members  for  fail- 
ing to  pay  individual  and  personal  obligations  or  debts  due  a  foreign  cor- 
poration and  before  this  Commandery  was  organized  or  chartered  ; 

Whether  it  is  within  the  province  of  the  Commandery  to  pass  reso- 
lutions in  the  Commandery  notifying  the  said  members  through  the 
mails  that  unless  the  debt  is  paid  by  a  given  time  to  the  corporation  that 
the  Commandery  will  prefer  charges  against  the  members  in  the  Blue 
Lodge,  Chapter  and  Commandery  here  without  first  ascertaining  whether 
the  debt  is  due  or  not  and  without  first  notifying  the  party  or  making 
any  prelimiuHry  inquiry ; 

Whether  such  proceedings  it  carried  out  would,  as  against  the  mem- 
bers be  merely  null  and  void  and  of  no  effect  or  would  it  be  such  an  act 
as  would  render  the  Commandery  liable  to  censure  or  reprimand  or 
possible  withdrawal  of  its  charter  by  the  Superior  Lodge? 

The  above  course  is  contemplated  here  by  some  of  the  members  of 
the  Commandery  here  who,  it  would  seem,  have  not  thought  of  the  pos- 
sible consequences.  The  initiative  has  already  been  taken  (in  my  ab- 
sence) and  before  the  next  meeting  I  prefer  to  have  some  response  from 
you.  The  only  ground,  it  would  appear,  for  such  action,  is  that  the  cor- 
poration (not  a  brother  Mason  calling  for  inforcement  of  a  debt  made  on 
a  Masonic  promise)  mentioned  has  demanded  payment  of  some  accounts 
due  for  personal  property  made  on  personal  account,  but  wishes  the 
Commandery  here  to  look  after  its  interests  and  force  collection  of 
its  account  by  setting  up  (which  is  denied)  that  the  goods  were  sold  on 
the  credit  of  the  Commandery  membership.  They  say  :  '*  We  dislike 
exceedingly  placing  the  accounts  in  lawyers  hands,  and  much  prefer 
handling  them  through  the  Commandery,  as  it  was  on  the  individual 
membership  in  the  Commandery  that  we  extended  these  credits. 

As  an  officer  of  the  Commandery  here  and  a  member  of  the  Blue 
Lodge  and  Chapter,  I  want  the  advice  of  a  superior  and  warrant  from 
law  before  I  shall  go  on  record  in  favor  of  what  seems  to  me  to  be  an 
unusual  procedure  arbitrary  and  without  authority  of  law  and  calcu- 
lated to  subject  us  to  severe  censure  or  reprimand  and  possibly  a  cancel- 
lation of  our  charter,  to  say  nothing  of  the  ofiense  the  members  them- 
selves will  take.  I  take  the  position  that  the  Commandery  is  entirely 
without  jurisdiction  in  all  such  matters. 

G.  W.  L.  Smith, 

Captain  General  Hrewlon  Commandery^  No.  18. 
To  which  I  answered  : 

G.  W,  L.  Smith  f  Captain  General  Brewton  Commandery j  No.  18: 

Dear  Sir  Knight:  Yours  of  the  16th  October  to  Grand  Recorder 
Beauchamp,  in  reference  to  collection  of  debts  by  your  Commandery,  baa 
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been  referred  to  me  for  attention.  Sir  Knight,  you  are  riglit  in  your 
position.  The  Commandery  cannot  be  used  as  an  agency  for  the  coller- 
tion  of  debts.  There  is  no  constitutional  right  and  the  Commandery  tiiat 
should  so  act  would  be  open  for  censure.  The  efforts  of  the  individual 
Sir  Knights  should  be  used  in  the  effort  of  securing  the  payment  of  any 
just  debt  owed  by  any  Brother  Sir  Knight,  if  this  assistance  is  solicited 
and  there  is  no  objection  to  any  informal  decision  of  the  matter  in  open 
Commandery,  but  there  cannot  be  any  formal  action  taken. 

Courteously  submitted, 

Geo.  F.  Whbklock, 

(wrand  Commander. 

While  the  decision  is  all  right,  the  fact  remains  that  a  Templar  who 
has  made  debts  and  refuses,  or  neglects  to  pay,  them,  if  he  is  able  to  do 
it,  should  be  disciplined  for  GROSS  unmasonic  conduct.  No  honest  man 
will  contract  a  debt  unless  he  has  a  reasonabfe  expectation  of  paying  the 
same.  Should  misfortune  overtake  him  and  render  it  impossible  for 
him  to  fulfil  his  engagements,  a  frank  statement  of  that  fact  should  be 
made  to  the  creditor,  after  which  every  effort  ought  to  be  made,  by  the 
debtor  to  redeem  his  credit  by  paying  the  debt.  If  he  fails  to  do  these 
things,  he  is  unfit  for  the  society  of  honest  men  and  should  be  bounced 
out  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  without  the  benefit  of  clergy.  Notwith- 
standing all  this,  however,  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  a  Commandery  of 
Templars,  to  assume  the  ofifice  of  collecting  agent,  hence  the  correctness 
of  the  decision. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  local,  as  ufiual.  Receipts,  1876.00; 
balance  in  Treasury,  $966.23.  Total  membership,  we  fail  to^'find,  in  the 
minutes. 

Although  our  old  and  valued  Brother  Moore,  is  Chairman  of  the 
Correspondence  Committee,  and  one  of  the  best  Reporters  in  the  Order, 
we  find  no  report,  which  we  regret. 

R.  £.  Sir  Lewis  W.  Hubbard  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  continued. 


ARKANSAS  — 1903. 

The  Thirty-first  Annual  was  held'in  the  city  of  Little  Rock,  Tuesday, 
April  2l8t.  Present:  R.  E.  Sir  Frank  Hill,  Grand  Commander;  E.  Sir 
Fay  Hemptead,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  seven 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  two  other  Past  Grand  Officers,  seventeen 
(irand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  eight  out  of  thirteen  Subordi- 
nate Commanderies. 

To  these  add  V.  E.  Sir  Frank  H.  Thomas,  Grand  Junior  W.  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  and  V.  E.  Sir  Charles  E.  Rosenbaum,  Grand  Captain  of 
the  Guard,  in  the  same  Body.  Elegant  portraits  of  these  two  distin- 
quished  gentlemen  make  an  elegant  frontispiece  to  the  pamphlet.  Our 
Arkansaw  f raters  are  long  on  art,  but  short  on  literature,  which  is  sad. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  short  and  confined  to 
matters  of  local  interest.    He  reports  the  Order  in  a  healthy  and  pros- 
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peroua  condition,  but  the  absence  of  a  correspondence  report  causes  a 
doubt  to  intrude  of  the  correctness  of  the  Ri^ht  Eminent's  assumption. 
Take  an  ordinarily  intelligent  Templar,  put  him  in  jail,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  reading  the  books  in  the  county  library,  and  he  will,  immediately 
ask  for  a  correspondence  report,  probably  one  of  ours! 

He  records  the  usual  regret  at  his  inability  to  visit  the  Subordinate 
Commanderies,  which  was  unnecessary,  as  but  few  expect  the  perform- 
ance of  this  junketing  trip. 

He  issued  dispensations  for  four  new  commanderies.  He  also 
allowed  several  commanderies  to  exercise  their  natural  right  and  ballot 
on  petitions  "  out  of  time,"  which  was  the  correct  thing  to  do. 

He  also  reports  having  concluded  the  purchase  of  an  interest  in  the 
Palace  Hotel  at  San  Francisco,  for  Commandery  Headquarters.  This 
reminds  us  that  our  Arkansaw  brethren  are  '^  long  "  on  this  sort  of  thing 
and  short  on  literature.  Every  one  to  his  taste,  however,  as  the  old 
woman  remarked  when  she  kissed  her  cow. 

The  "Book"  says ;  "There  were  giants  in  those  days,"  and  the  min- 
utes before  us  convey  the  intelligence  that  the  Grand  Officers  of  Arkansaw 
range,  in  heighth  from  6  ft.  to  6ft.  4  in.,  the  Grand  Captain  (ieneral  be- 
ing the  tallest  of  the  lot.  The  showing  is,  as  our  Bro.  Fay  Hempstead 
seems  to  think,  a  remarkable  one,  and  when  the  longevity  of  the  frame 
is  coupled  with  a  large  amount  of  "  gray  matter"  the  wonder  increases! 
(  We  beg  to  suggest  to  any  one  who  feels  disposed  to  criticise  our  use  of 
the  word  "  longevity,"  that  we  know  the  word  refers  to  length  of  life,  in 
its  commonly  accepted  meaning,  but  as  it  means  "long,"  we  take  the 
liberty  to  apply  it  to  our  long  legged  Arkansaw  brethren.) 

The  proceedings  are  of  local  interest.  Treasury  balance,  $1,260.75. 
Total  membership,  574,  a  net  gain  of  42. 

R.  E.  Sir  J.  Gaylord,  is  Grand  Commander ;  E.  Sir  Fay  Hempstead 
is  continued  as  Grand  Recorder. 


SOVEREIGN    GREAT  PKIORY  OF  CANADA  — 1908. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Assembly  convened  in  the  city  of  Sarnia, 
Ontario,  August  13th  and  14th.  There  were  present:  M.  E.  Sir  David 
Leonard  Carley,  Supreme  Grand  Master,  on  the  Throne;  M.  E.  Sir  Will 
H.  Whyte,  Grand  Chancellor,  a  number  of  Provincial  Great  Priors  and 
other  Grand  Officers,  together  with  Representatives  of  thirty  out  of 
thirty-nine  Subordinate  Preceptories. 

The  Mayor  of  the  town  made  a  short,  but  really  good,  address  of 
welcome,  in  which  the  word  "hospitality,"  at  three  dollars  per  diem, 
does  not  appear!  We  note  the  fact  with  pleasure,  and  commend  the 
example  to  you  and  the  Mayors  of  your  towns,  as  a  good  one  to  follow. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  is  a  typical  Canada  Templar  paper, 
which,  while  abounding  in  information  and  interest  to  Templars  every- 
where, we  must  pass  with  a  simple  word  of  commendation. 
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He  visited  quite  extensively  on  our  side  of  the  line,  and  winds  up 
with  these: 

It  is  impossible  to  adequately  express  the  feelings  of  pleasure  and 
satisfaction  whicli  this  mingling  with  the  Fratres  of  our  neighboring 
Jurisdiction  has  given  me.  Without  any  intention  in  the  way  of  ill-will 
towards  the  Fratres  of  other  countries,  we  might,  as  a  fitting  expression, 
join  in  the  sentiment  of  the  British  Poet  Laureate: 

Should  envious  aliens  plan  and  plot 

'Gainst  one,  and  now  the  other. 
They  swift  would  learn  how  strong  the  knot 

Binds  brother  unto  brother. 
How  quickly  they  would  change  their  tack 

And  show  the  recreant  feather, 
Should  Star-and-Stripe  and  Union  Jack 

But  float  mast  high  together. 

"  Now  let  us  give  one  hearty  grip, 

As  by  true  men  is  given, 
And  vow  fraternal  fellowship 

That  never  shall  be  riven; 
And  with  our  peaceful  flags  unfurled, 

Be  fair  or  foul  the  weather, 
Should  need  arise,  face  all  the  world. 

And  stand  or  fall  together. 

To  all  of  which  we  say  :  Amen !  Selah  ! ! 

He  reports  the  progress  of  the  Order  in  that  bailiwick,  as  being  very 
good.  His  dispensations  were  all  for  wise  purposes,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  those  allowing  some  of  his  Subordinates  to  be  religious  in 
uniform.  After  two  years'  service  this  distinguished  officer  resumed  bis 
place  in  the  ranks,  and  another  reigned  in  his  stead.  A  fine  portrait  of 
the  present  Supreme  Grand  Master  adorns  the  pamphlet.  An  excep- 
tionally good  face  and  a  fine  head. 

The  proceedings  are  devoid  of  special  interest,  outside  of  that  Juris- 
diction. Total  membership,  2,547 ;  a  net  gain  of  274.  Grand  Treasury 
cash  balance,  $4,521.52. 

Eighty-two  pages  of  the  pamphlet  are  occupied  by  the  admirable 
report  on  correspondence,  which  is  the  finished  work  of  our  good  friend 
and  brother,  Will  H.  Whyte,  and  in  which  most  of  the  Templar  legisla- 
tion of  the  world  passes  in  review,  Mississippi,  at  Biloxi,  getting  full, 
fraternal  and  courteous  attention.  We  excerpt  his  opening,  which  is 
both  sensible  and  timely : 

It  is  midsummer.  The  warm  summer  predicted  for  us  by  some  one 
is  late  in  arriving.  The  evenings  have  been,  in  consequence,  cooler 
than  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year,  but  very  pleasant  for  work,  and  as 
the  bright  summer  evenings  when  one  feels  as  if  they  could  not  be 
housed  up  for  a  moment  will  rapidly  disappear  and  the  twilight  com- 
mence to  (shorten,  we  resume  our  task  in  the  endeavor  to  have  as  much 
as  possible  of  our  Report  ready  by  the  Annual  Assembly,  which  this 
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year  meets  in  the  middle  of  Aagast.  At  this  time  of  writing  a  dozen 
Jurisdictions  are  absent  from  our  table.  Those  Jurisdictions  meeting 
in  April,  May  and  June  have  yet  to  arrive,  but  of  those  who  are  on 
hand,  all  tell  the  tale  of  peace  and  harmony  throughout  the  Templar 
world,  and  a  steady  advance  in  membership. 

True,  here  and  there  the  Grand  Commander,  Inspecting  Officers,  cfr 
Committees  report  a  few  of  the  Commanderies  as  requiring  attention,  a 
shaking  up,  and  the  members  impressed  with  their  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities, but  this  is  to  be  found  more  or  less  in  all  Jurisdictions  at  times, 
and  is  the  result  of  various  causes.  Ambitious  but  incompetent  men 
work  their  way  into  office,  Fratres  are  afraid  to  hurt  the  feelings  of 
some  incompetent  officer  and  his  friends  by  turning  him  down,  and  in 
consequence  the  feelings  and  the  nerves  of  many  of  the  brethren  are 
sadly  jarred  by'seeing  work  done  in  a  most  wretched  and  indifferent 
manner,  with  the  result  that  the  attendance  and  enthusiasm  dies 
away  and  the  Commadery  drags  along  almost  lifeless.  Rotation  in  office 
without  due  regard  to  the  fitness  of  toe  Frater  before  he  arrives  at  the 
Presiding  Officer's  chair  has  much  to  do  with  it,  and  the  fact  that  the 
crowd,  as  a  rule,  will  take  to  a  jolly  good  fellow  whether  he  has  brains 
or  ability  to  successfully  conduct  the  institution.  But,  why  moralize, 
we  suppose  it  will  always  be  so  until  the  end  of  time.  The  successful 
Lodge  or  Commandery  is  when  the  brethren  will  consider  the  fitness  of 
the  aspirant  for  office  before  casting  a  vote  for  him. 

Bro.  Whyte  notes  all  that  we  did,  but  makes  no  comments,  which  is 
about  his  only  fault,  not  alone  as  it  regards  our  minutes,  but  those  of 
nearly  all  the  rest  of  the  Grand  Bodies.  He  quotes  our  apology,  of  last 
year,  anent  the  war  in  South  Africa,  and  makes  the  following  exceed- 
ingly pleasant,  fraternal  and  knightly  response,  which  did  us  a  world  of 
good  to  read : 

»  *  5>  35  •  *  «»  *  tf  » 


As  we  are  about  half  sick;  we  will  say,  eood  night  and  God  bless  you, 
to  our  Bro.  Whyte  and  his  Fratres  of  Canada. 

My  dear  Bro.  Delap,  we  wish  our  arm  was  long  enough  to  reach  over 
to  Mississippi  and  give  you  a  hearty  brotherly  hand-shake,  just  to  show 
you  the '*  nettle'' was  not  long  Uvea  for  when  we  came  to  the  closing 
sentence  and  read  that  you  were  feeling  '^  half  sick,"  our  sympathy  went 
out  to  you  at  once,  for  we  several  vears  ago  struggled  through  our  report 
when  recovering  from  a  serious  illness  which  left  us  very  debilitated, 
and  consequently  know  how  wretched  it  is  to  write  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. 

We  thank  you  heartily  for  your  kindly  reference  to  our  '*  Canada 
neighbors  and  their  and  our  mother  country,"  and  also  for  your  friendly 
reference  to  England  and  the  late  Spanish  war.  We  reciprocate  your 
good  feelings,  both  for  our  Canadian  Brethren  and  ourself,  and  return 
your  courteous  good  night  and  au  revoir  until  we  meet  again  next  year 
we  hope  at  the  round  table. 

Bro.  DeLap  is  very  sarcastic  with  the  various  Commanders  who 
grant  dispensations  for  "Pilgrimages"  and  "Invasions,"  and  very  out- 
spoken in  his  opinions,  but  we  must  pass  on. 
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We  are  gratefal  to  our  brother  for  his  sympathy  and  kind  ex- 
pressions, and  pray  tliat  the  benediction  of  our  common  Lord  may  abide 
with  him  and  the  brethren  of  Canada  always. 

M.  E.  Sir  and  Hon.  William  Gibson,  is  Supreme  Grand  Master ; 
Grand  Chancellor  and  correspondent  as  before. 


CONNECTICUT— 1903. 

The  Seventy-sixth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Willia- 
mantic,  March  17th.  Present:  R.  E.  Edward  E.  Fuller,  Grand  Com- 
mander; E.  Sir  Eli  C.  Birdsey,  Grand  Recorder;  fourteen  Past  Grand 
Commanders,  a  host  of  Past  Commanders,  twenty-two  Grand  Represen- 
tatives and  delegates  from  eleven  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  well  digested  resume  of  a  cred- 
itable, but  uneventful  administration.  Proper  attention  is  accorded  to 
the  memory  of  the  magnanimous  dead  of  Templary.  He  made  no  decis- 
ions, none  being  asked  for,  issued  but  few  dispensations  and  these  for 
legitimate  as  well  as  proper  objects. 

He  has  this  to  say  in  regard  to  their  Masonic  Home : 

Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a  subject  which  lies  very  close 
to  my  heart,  and  which  I  trust  lies  equally  close  to  yours. 

The  Masons  of  Connecticut  have  one  soeciiic  charity — the  caring  for 
those  of  itH  members  who  for  any  honorable  cause  are  in  need  of  assist- 
ance. The  Masonic  Home  at  Wallingford  is  the  visible  embodiment  of 
that  brotherly  love  and  charity,  and  I  ask,  Sir  Knights,  of  you  all,  that 
you  keep  it  in  thoughtful  remembrance  and  contribute  towards  its  sap- 
port  as  liberally  as  your  circumstances  will  permit.  And  I  would  respect- 
fully suggest  in  this  connection  your  investment  individually  in  a  life 
membership  costing  one  hundred  dollars,  or  an  annual  membership, 
costing  ten  dollars,  in  the  Masonic  Charity  Foundation  of  Connecticut. 
I  am  aware  that  many  feel  that  this  is  a  matter  for  the  Lodge  rather  than 
for  the  Commandery,  as  all  Sir  Knights  are  members  of  the  Lodge  and 
there  contribute  their  share  towards  its  maintenance.  It  seems  to  me, 
however,  that  every  Masonic  body  should  assist  in  its  support,  and  I  sin- 
cerely trust  that  sometime  4;his  result  ma^  be  attained,  and  thus  place  it 
on  a  stronger  financial  basis,  thereby  giving  it  increased  capabilities  for 
usefulness. 

'*  When  thee  builds  a  prison,"  wrote  Elizabeth  Fry  to  the  King  of 
France,  **  thee  had  better  build  with  the  thought  ever  in  thy  mind,  that 
thee,  or  thy  children,  may  occupy  the  cells." 

This  thought.  Sir  Knights,  applies  with  equal  force  to  our  Masonic 
Home.  Let  us  not  be  afraid  ot  making  it  too  comfortable  and  homelike, 
for  in  this  uncertain  life  of  ours,  no  man  can  foretell  what  the  future  has 
in  store  for  him,  nor  whether  that  future  may  not  find  him  or  his  an  oc- 
cupant within  its  walls. 

"  God  takes  this  dice-box  world  ;  shakes  upside  down ; 
Throws  one  defeat ;  and  one  a  kingly  crown." 

We  sincerely  hope  that  this  Institution  will  take  on  a  new  lease  of 
life  and  usefulness  and  that  it  will  continue  to  shed  the  luster  of  a  pure 
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beneficence  and  a  holy  charity  upon  the  Masons  and  Templars  of  the 
"  Nutmeg  State." 

The  address,  as  a  whole,  is  an  exceptionlly  good^one  and  shows  faith- 
ful and  efficient  service  on  the  part  of  the  R.  E. 

His  portrait  makes  an  admirable  frontispiece  to  the  pamphlet.  A 
long  head  and  a  handsome,  intellectual  and  kindly  face. 

We  clip  from  his  conclusion  : 

Sir  Knights,  the  year  has  indeed  passed  into  the  vast  store-house  of 
yesterdays,  and  the  pages  of  its  recorded  history  alone  lie  open  as  a 
scroll  for  our  warning  and  encouragement.  The  untried  future  stands 
already  a-tip-toe  knocking  at  our  door,  eager  and  anxious  for  admittance. 
If  we  each  and  all,  holding  fast  to  the  principles  and  traditions  of  our 
Order,  and  striving  coi\tinually  that  the  unfulfilled  hopes  and  unrealized 
ideals  of  our  past  shall  grow  by  continued  deeds  of  love  and  kindly  help- 
fulness into  living  actualities ;  if,  like  that  perfect  Knight  of  the  '''Table 
Round,"  Sir  Galahad,  in  his  search  for  the  Holy  Grail,  our  "strength  is 
HS  the  strength  of  ten  "  because  "  our  heart  is  pure ;  "  if  we  strive  to 
follow  the  simple  teaching  of  our  Great  Leader  and  Exemplar  to  "do 
unto  others  as  we  would  that  they  should  do  unto  us,"  we  may  be  cer- 
tain that  the  wonderful  glories  of  the  past  history  of  our  Order,  its 
marvelous  advancement  in  growth  and  influence  in  the  centuries  that 
have  passed,  are  but  the  sure  index  and  prophecy  foretelling  its  far 
greater  and  more  glorious  destiny  in  the  centuries  that  lie  before  us, 
ever  remembering  that 

"  An  arm  of  aid  to  the  weak, 

A  friendly  hand  to  the  friendless, 
Kind  words,  so  short  to  speak, 

But  whose  echo  is  endless  ; 
The  world  is  large,  these  things  are  small, 

They  may  be  nothing,  but  they  are  all." 

We  beg  to  record  our  sincere  regret  that  "  Sir  Galahad  "  failed  to  find 
tlie  "  Holy  Grail"  as  it  would  have  saved  manyof  our  Commanderies  the 
trouble  and  worry  of  sundry  costly  and  wearying  "  Pilgrimages  "  in  pur- 
suit of  the  same  object. 

The  proceedings  were  devoid  of  special  interest.  Tlie  Grand  Treas- 
urer reported  a  cash  balance  of  $474.24  and  total  receipts  from  Grand 
Recorder  of  $1,670.50.  Grand  Recorder  reported  a  total  membership  of 
2,874,  a  net  gain  of  127. 

Two  of  the  brightest  and  best  of  the  sons  of  the  morning,  in  Con- 
necticut, Past  Grand  Commander  William  R.  Higby  and  Past  Grand  Gen- 
eralisimo  Jno.  W.  Mix,  passed  to  their  reward  during  the  year;  the  first 
on  Sept.  4th,  and  the  latter  on  the  14th.  Oct.  Peace  to  their  ashes,  and 
may  God  comfort  the  bereaved.  Portraits  of  the  deceased  brethren 
adorn  the  pamplet. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

This  end  of  the  literary  log  is  carried  by  our  old  friend,  Hugh  Stir- 
ling, and  his  performance  of  the  duty  assigned  him  is  up  to  the  top 
notch,  as  usual.    We  copy  his  opening  choras : 
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Your  Committee  on  Correspondence  respectfully  submits  the  follow- 
ing report,  embracing  a  review  of  all  proceedings  received. 

The  entire  absence  of  any  controversy  over  legislative  matters  re- 
duces these  reports  to  a  review  of  those  matters  which  are  almost  ident- 
ical in  all  Grand  Commanderies.  Hence  the  difficulty  of  making  a  report 
of  this  kind.  We  have  been  impressed  many  times  during  our  work  up- 
on this,  report  of  the  great  loss  our  Grand  Commandery  has  sustained 
by  the  death  of  four  Past  Grand  Commanders  in  a  comparatively  sliort 
time.  Reference  to  them  lias  been  made  in  courteous  terms  in  all  pro- 
ceedings received.  Preparations  are  being  made  by  many  of  the  Grand 
Commanderies  for  the  Triennial  at  San  Francisco  in  1904,  and  the  desire 
of  the  Committee  on  Headquarters  is  that  all  Grand  Commanderies 
shall  be  quartered  in  the  Palace  Hotel. 

Brother  Hugh  reviews  the  minutes  of  most  of  the  Templar  governing 
bodies,  those  of  Mississippi  for  1{)02  getting  several  pages.  He  quotes 
lavishly  and  approvingly  from  Brother  Howard's  address,  Speed's  report 
on  President  McKinley  and  our  report,  which  he  is  kind  enough  to  nay 
is  interesting. 

We  would  copy  his  "Conclusion,"  but  it  is  non  est  comatibns  in 
swampo.  This  is  like  building  a  dog  with  no  tail.  We  hope  it  will  not 
be  repeated.  It  demoralizes  things,  interrupts  the  continuity  of  events 
and  disarranges  the  established  formula. 

We  hope  our  Brother  Hugh  will  live  long  and  prosper  and  that, 
"  After  life's  fitful  fever  is  over  "  we  may  meet  in  that  "  upper  and  bet- 
ter country,"  where  sorrow,  pain,  sin  and  death*are unknown,  and  wl.ere 
the  joys  of  heaven  will  compensate  for  the  trials  and  suffering,  insep- 
arable from  our  pilgrimage  through  this  veil  of  tears. 

R.  E.  and  Rev.  Sir  Andrew  C.  Hubbard,  D.  D.,  is  Grand  Comman- 
der; Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent,  same  as  before. 


CALIFORNIA  — 1903. 

The  Forty-fifth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  pf  San  Fran- 
cisco, April  23d.  There  were  present,  R.  E.,  W.  Frank  Pierce,  Grand 
Commander;  £.,  W.  A.  Davies,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand 
Officers,  eighteen  Past  Grand  Commanders,  thirty  Grand  Kepresenta- 
tives  and  delegates  from  thirty-seven  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  annual  address  is  a  business  paper,  and  its  author  looks  very 
much  like  he  was  built  for  that  purpose.  His  picture  makes  a  ponder- 
ous and  pleasant  frontispiece  to  the  pamphlet. 

He  made  but  one  decision,  which  was  correct,  but  is  not  of  sufficient 
importance  to  copy.  He  performed  the  unparalleled  feat  of  visiting  ALL 
his  Subordinates,  traveled  6,987  miles  by  rail,  463  by  sea  and  50  by  stage, 
making  a  grand  total  of  7,500 ! !  Had  he  gone  on  foot  it  is  likely  he  would 
not  have  come  out  of  the  ordeal,  as  fat  as  he  seems  to  be,  although  he 
might  have  failed  to  make  the  entire  round. 

He  is  very  much  in  favor  of  the  prohibition  of  wine  at  Templar  ban- 
quets, and    recommends   its  prohibition.     On    this  the    "Committee 
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on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers ''  reported  as  follows :  **  In  regard  to  the 
use  of  wine  at  our  banquets,  we  heartily  agree  with  the  Grand  Com- 
mander in  his  opinion  and  the  evil  results  therof.  The  custom  has  been 
discontinued  in  many  of  our  Commanderies,  and  we  hope  in  the  near 
future  to  see  its  discontinuance  become  the  uniform  practice  of  all.  We 
exclude  from  our  numbers  those  who  deal  in  spiritous  liquors;  to  be 
consistent  should  we  not  exclude  the  use  of  wine  at  our  solemn  or  joy- 
ful feasts?  Let  wit,  wisdom  and  song  take  the  place  of  wine  to  the  credit 
and  satisfaction  of  Christian  knighthood." 

All  of  which  we  endorse. 

The  proceedings  were  mostly  routine  and  local,  if  we  except  the 
preparation  for  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment  next  year.  This 
will  cost  a  pile  of  ducats,  but  we  hope  our  California  brethren  will  get  it 
all  back,  and  more. 

The  Grand  Recorder  reports  a  total  membership  of  4,106,  a  gain  of 
327.    Cash  balance  in  Grand  Treasury,  $7,425.63. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  the  production  of  our  good  friend, 
Grand  Recorder  Davies,  who  is  not  only  a  first-class  officer,  all  around 
good  fellow,  but  an  A  No.  1 ,  Correspondent  as  well.  He  reviews  the  doings 
of  all  the  Templar  Grands,  except  New  Jersey  and  Montana,  in  his  usual 
instructive  and  entertaining  style,  Mississippi,  at  Winona,  getting  nearly 
four  pages  of  courteous  and  fraternal  attention.  He  notes  all  that  we 
did  and  has  this  to  say  of  our  Ollie  McKay : 

^'  He  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  com- 
mended the  action  of  the  Grand  Body,  its  legislation  and  pleasant  inci- 
dental surroundings.  The  Grand  Commander  is,  beyond  dispute,  a 
'  ladies'  man,'  for  in  advocating  more  attention  to  the  *  social  features, 
in  Commandery  work,'  he  asks,  in  all  seriousness :  ^  What  would  have  the 
Louisville  Triennial  amounted  to  had  the  ladies  stayed  at  home?'  " 

He  has  this  to  say,  also:  *' Surely  there  is  a  'broken  Triangle' in 
Mississippi.  Frederic  Speed  and  Enoch  G.  DeLap  are  accounted  for,  but 
John  Logan  Power  is  missing.' 


It 


We  are  again  reminded  of  our  brief  lease  of  life  by  this  review  of 
Bro.  DeLap's  now  before  us.  He  is  noticing  our  Forty-third  Annual,  and 
after  going  through  and  admiring  Fred's  enthusiastic  tribute  to  a  '*  Cali- 
fornia Spring,"  and  was  looking  '^  doubtfully  "  at  his  ruling  anent  the 
Knight  of  Malta,  who  said  "  he  never  got  it,"  and  wanted  the  price  back, 
he  received  a  dispatch  from  J.  W.  Power,  the  son,  saying, "  Papa  is  slowly 
passing  away — may  live  till  morning."  This  from  his  loved  and  revered 
friend  for  more  than  a  third  of  a  century,  rendered  him  incapable  of  pro- 
ceeding with  his  work.  And  he  tells  us,  in  resuming  labor,  "  Since  writ- 
ing the  above  I  have  traveled  100  miles  and  helped  to  perform  the  last 
sad  rites  for  one  of  the  noblest  and  best  of  men,  my  friend  and  com- 
panion, John  Logan  Power." 

Bro.  DeLap  notes  the  honors  to  Caswell,  and  agrees  with  Fred's 
rulings  except  in  his  diagnosis  of  the  terms*'  hotelkeeper"  and  *'  saloon- 
keeper," or  bartender.  After  publishing  Fred's  question  with  his 
answer,  DeLap  comments  thus: 

We  copy  his  "  Conclusion :" 
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The  passing  year  has  been  a  quiet  one  in  the  Templar  life  of  Cali- 
fornia, although  the  hum  of  prepartion  for  the  Twenty-ninth  Triennial 
is  heard  occasionally  in  the  committee  rooms  or  on  the  arrival  of  repre- 
sentatives of  Sister  Jurisdictions — Fraters  from  afar  looking  for  hotel 
accommodations  for  1904.  Our  State  is  prosperous,  and  the  general 
prosperity  is  in  some  degree  reflected  upon  our  Commanderies,  of  which 
a  net  gain  of  327  in  the  general  membership  is  abundant  evidence. 

The  Grand  Master  above  has  been  more  than  kind  to  us  in  the  pres- 
ervation of  our  official  circles  from  loss  by  death,  although  our  banners 
and  jewels  are  in  mourning  for  a  Past  Grand  Commander,  an  active  and 
venerable  Sir  Knight,  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  any  duty  assigned 
him.  The  Right  Eminent  Sir  Hiram  Throop  Graves  was  called  home  the 
24th  of  September  last  past,  in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  his  age,  yet 
we  may  not  complain  of  this  visitation  while  Maine  mourns  for  her 
Masonic  jurist  and  statesman,  the  eminent  and  gifted  Josiah  Haydeii 
Drummond,  who  received  the  final  summons  on  the  25th  of  the  follow- 
ing month,  and  Ohio  was  called  upon  to  strike  from  her  rolls  of  the  liv- 
ing the  veteran  brother,  companion  and  knightly  John  Day  Caldwell, 
who  passed  to  rest  at  the  advanced  age  at  eighty-six  years. 

The  Psalmist  has  said  in  the  ninetieth  Psalm :  "  The  days  of  our 
age  are  three-score  years  and  ten,  and  though  men  be  so  strong  that 
they  come  to  four-score  years,  yet  is  their  strength  then  but  labor  and 
f«orrow,  so  soon  passeth  it  awa^  and  we  are  gone."  These  useful  and 
beloved  Fraters  will  be  sadly  missed  in  all  future  Masonic  counsels.  In 
vain  we  repeat  the  question  of  the  Lodge  burial  service:  "Our  departed 
brethren— where  are  they  ?"  In  subdued  tones  we  say  they  are  dead, 
and  yet  the  poet  assures  us : 

*^  There  is  no  such  thing  as  death. 

In  nature  nothing  dies; 
From  each  sad  remnant  of  decay 

Some  forms  of  life  arise. 
The  little  leaf  that  falls, 

All  brown  and  sere,  to  earth, 
Ere  long  will  mingle  with  the  buds 

That  gave  the  flower  its  birth. " 

Farewell,  dear  brethren.  May  the  earliest  buds  of  spring  unfold 
their  blossoms  over  your  last  resting  places,  and  there  may  the  sweet- 
ness of  the  summer's  last  rose  linger  longest. 

For  the  Committee, 

WM.  A.  DAVIES,  Chairman. 

R.  E.  Sir  William  Durrant  Knights  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand 
Recorder  and  Correspondent  as  before. 


COLORADO  — 1902. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Denver,  Septem- 
ber 20th.  Present:  R.  E.  Geo.  W.  Roe  as  Grand  Commander ;  E.  Sir 
Wm.  David  Todd,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  balance  of  the  staff,  nine 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  one   Past  Grand  Generalissimo,  several  Past 
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Commanders,  forty-two  Grand  Representatives,  inclading  ours,  and  dele- 
gates from  twent}'-twd  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  short,  but  well  written 
resume  of  a  rather  uneventful  administration,  in  which  we  find  but 
little  of  general  interest.  We  excerpt  the  following,  from  his  opening, 
because  we  think  it  timely,  appropriate  and  beautiful : 

Our  Annual  Conclave,  however,  serves  other  purposes.  By  and 
through  it  we  are  enabled  for  the  time  being  to  lay  aside  all  distinction, 
titles,  meet  one  another  face  to  face  as  brothers,  or  Sir  Knights,  and 
exchange  friendly  and  hearty  greetings,  as  we  assume  our  place  in  the 
legislative  Hall  of  this  Grand  Body. 

Some  are  here  worn  and  tired  from  long  service  in  Templar  work, 
while  others  are  here  for  the  first  time;  some  from  the  peaceful  shades 
of  mountain  side  and  streams,  where  nature  presents  its  richest  pro- 
ducts of  utility  and  beauty,  and  rocks  yield  up  their  precious  mineral, 
and  some  are  from  the  busy  centers  of  commercial  life. 

In  this  assemblage  is  found  the  spirit  of  intelligent  young  manhood 
as  well  as  the  wisdom  of  experience  and  mature  age. 

Here  with  profund  acknowledgement  to  the  Great  Captain  of  our 
salvation,  under  whose  beneficent  and  unerring  guidance  our  organiza- 
tion has  been  led  where  peace  and  plenty  abounds,  we  commence  our 
deliberations.  But  before  beginning  let  us  tender  sincere  thanks  to 
Him  that  doeth  all  things  well  for  having  spared  the  life  of  the  present 
and  permanent  officers  of  this  Grand  Body  during  the  year. 

Appropriate  tribute  is  paid  to  the  knightly  dead,  both  of  his  own 
and  Sister  Jurisdictions.    His  dispensations  were  for  proper  purposes. 

He  decided  that  no  Commandery  could  entertain  the  petition  of  an 
applicant  for  affiliation,  until  after  said  applicant  had  visited  the  Com- 
mandery. We  would  be  glad  to  hear  the  grounds  on  whicli  this  decision 
is  based,  as  we  confess  our  inability  to  see  any  good  reason  for  the  re- 
quirement. 

He  also  decided  that  whenever  a  Commandery  moves  in  procession, 
as  a  separte  and  distinct  body,  it  should  be  formally  opened  and  a  record 
made  of  the  conclave.     In  this  we  concur. 

He  made  but  few  visitations,  but  reports  the  Order  as  in  a  prosper- 
ous, peaceful  and  healthy  condition. 

Proceedings  were  mostly  routine  and  of  local  interest.  Grand  Treas- 
urer's report  shows  a  balance  of  $2,345.00.  Grand  Secretary  reports  col- 
lections of  $1,874.66 ;  total  membership  of  1,760,  a  net  gain  of  61. 

The  Grand  Commander's  decisions  were  referred  to  the  Law  Com- 
mittee, which  failed  to  report. 

CORKESPONDENCE 

Is  the  twenty-second  effort  of  our  old  and  valued  friend,  Bro.  Harper 
M.  Orahood,  and,  like  the  twenty-one  that  preceded  it,  is  good  and 
covers  the  whole  ground.  That  a  little  more  original  matter  would  im- 
prove the  menu,  goes  without  saying,  but  it  is  hard  to  get  the  old  to 
abandon  the  paths  of  their  youth,  along  such  lines  as  theue. 
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The  report  is  short,  sixty  pages,  but  considers  the  minutes  of  forty- 
four  Templar  governing  bodies.  His  attention  *to  Mississippi,  under 
Jab  Jones,  is  full  and  generally  fraternal,  although  we  object  to  this: 
"  It  is  hardly  fair,  however,  for  him  to  try  to  shift  the  responsibility 
(  Responsibility  for  what  7 )  to  the  shoulders,  or  rather,  blunders  of  the 
printers:  May  be  they  cannot  read  his  copy."  (Query  in  brackets 
ours).  We  have  quoted  literally,  punctuation  and  all,  and  it  occurs  to 
usthatBro.  Harper  either  judges  us  by  himself,  or  that  he  has  grave 
grounds  of  complaint  against  the  said  *'  intelligent  compositor.  "  While 
we  know  that  he  objects  to  our  shifting  the  responsibility  for  errors  to 
other  shoulders  than  our  own,  the  reader  is  left  entirely  in  the  dark,  from 
all  of  which  the  lesson  is  taught  that  our  brother  gets  up  unintelligi- 
ble English,  or  the  devil  is  in  the  printer.  In  further  proof  of  the  truth  of 
the  foregoing,  we  quote  the  heading  to  the  second  paragraph  of  his  review 
of  Mississippi,  as  follows:  "  The  usual  religions  were  held."  It  is  barely 
possible  that  the  typo  could  not  read  Brother  Harper's  copy,  hence  left 
out  sufficient  from  the  sentence  to  render  it,  as  printed,  ridiculous. 

As  we  shall,  probably,  receive  the  minutes  of  the  next  annual  before 
closing  this  report,  we  will  relegate  the  present  pamphlet  to  the  shelf 
set  apart  for  ancient  history. 

R.  E.  Ed. Gene  Arnold  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent,  the  same  as  before. 


DISTRICT  OF  C0LUMBIA~19 03. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Washington^ 
May  11th.  Present:  R.  E.  Sir  George  E.Corson,  Grand  Commander; 
8ir  Arvine  W.  Johnston,  Grand  Recorder.  All  the  other  Grand  Officers, 
five  Past  Grand  Commanders  and  large  delegations  from  each  of  five  Sub- 
ordinate Commanderies,  together  with  twenty-two  Grand  Represen- 
tatives. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  quite  lengthy,  being  an  epitome 
of  a  rather  busy  administration,  but  contains  but  little  of  outside  in- 
terest, if  we  except  the  attention  shown  to  brethren  who  belonged  to 
other  states,  who  had  died  at  the  capital,  far  from  home  and  loved  ones. 
No  doubt  our  brethren  of  the  District  performed  their  full  duty  along 
these  lines,  as  elsewhere. 

He  pays  proper  tribute  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  knightly 
dead,  both  of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdictions.  Among  these  we  find  the 
name  of  our  own  Past  Grand  Commander,  James  T.  Mead,  whom  he 
credits  to  Alabama,  of  which  Grand  Body  he  was  a  member  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 

He  made  but  two  decisions,  one  of  them  being  that  one  must  have 
taken  the  Order  of  Malta  before  he  can  pose  as  a  full  fiedged  Templar, 
which  is  correct  and  sensible.  Taking  the  F.  C.  degree,  in  the  Blue 
Lodge,  does  not  make  a  M.  M.  out  of  the  candidate,  any  more  than  join- 
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ing  the  church  inakee  a  man  a  Christian,  and  this  rule  obtains  in  tlie 
Commandery.  The  other  decision  was  that  a  Red  Cross  Kt.  must  secure 
a  uniform  as  a  Templar  before  he  can  be  dubbed,  even  though  he  is  con- 
demned to  be  hung  immediately  after  he  is  dubbed,  inukingit  impossible 
for  the  trappings  to  be  of  use  to  him.  This  strikes -us  running  the 
thing  into  the  ground,  but  it  is  the  law  in  that  bailiwick  and  he  had  to 
decide  as  he  did.  The  law  exempts  Sky  Pilots,  why,  we  do  not  know,  as 
some  of  our  preachers  cut  their  largest  swaths  when  they  are  dressed 
out  in  fuss  and  feathers,  together  with  a  "trusty  claymore"  which  is 
always  more  of  a  menace  to  the  lives  and  limbs  of  their  friends  than  it 
could  possibly  be  to  their  enemies,  when  a  fight  is  on.  If  they  know  no 
more  about  handling  the  "sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  Word  of 
God"  than  they  do  about  manipulating  aTemplar's  sword,  their  parish- 
oners  are  in  a  bad  fix. 

Among  his  dispensations  we  find  one  allowing  one  of  his  subordi- 
nates to  make  a  "  Pilgrimage"  to  the  tomb  of  Washington.  We  note 
this  fact  in  order  to  remark  that  this  is  the  first  and  only  time  when  the 
word  "pilgrimage,"  when  used  in  these  dispensations,  was  the  proper 
word  to  use. 

He  reports  the  finances  of  the  Grand  Body  as  being  in  bad  shape  and 
the  necessity  of  making  a  loan,  which  is  bad.  We  clip  the  following, 
from  his  closing: 

Sir  Knights,  the  ancient  Knights  of  the  Temple  have  long  since 
passed  away. 

Their  bones  are  dust, 
Their  good  swords  rust, 

but  the  story  of  their  deeds  of  valor,  of  their  devotion  to  Christ  and  Hu- 
manity, and  of  their  sufierings  and  sacrifices  for  their  fellow-men,  will 
long  adorn,  in  letters  of  light,  the  pages  of  history.  The  later  Knights  of 
the  Temple  of  whom  we  are  a  part,  unlike  those  of  old,  are  not  warring 
against  the  Snracen,  nor  attempting  to  wrest  the  Holy  Sepulcher  from 
the  infidel.  It  may  not  be  given  to  us  to  do  great  things  like  them  and 
have  our  deeds  chronicled  in  tlie  annals  of  our  time,  but  we  can  do  much 
to  bring  sunshine  into  the  lives  of  our  fellow-men,  and  make  the  world 
in  some  small  degree  better  and  brighter. 

As  Christian  warriors,  marching  under  the  banner  of  the  Cross,  let 
us  devote  ourselves  to  this  holy  purpose. 

Leap  forth  good  swords!  Stand,  warriors,  on  your  feet! 

In  seried  ranks  bear  one  another  up! 
By  this  sign  conquer  !  it  is  full  complete. 

You  need  no  other  sign,  no  other  hope ! 
And  when  from  nerveless  hands  the  sword  shall  fall 

The  Master  will  reward  and  comfort  all. 

For  the  purpose  of  denying  that  the  original  Templars,  as  well  as 
their  succewsors,  up  to  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Order,  were  actu- 
ated, as  a  body,  by  anv  regard  for  either  our  Lord,  or  His  teachings.    On 
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the  contrary,  their  sole  desire  was  spoils  and  the  gratification  of  their  ani- 
mal passions,  so  tiie  less  we  refer  to  them  and  hold  them  up,  as  patterns 
of  piety,  continence  and  so  on,  the  better  it  will  be.  So  far  as  this 
writer  is  concerned,  he  is  not  at  all  proud  that  our  Order  has  any  con- 
nection, even  the  most  remote,  with  the  gang  of  cutthroats  that  invaded 
Palestine  ftnd  raised  Cain  in  that  province  of  the  Turkish  Empire.  We 
endorse,  fully,  the  desire  of  our  friend  Cornelius,  of  Montana,  for  the  for- 
mation of  an  expedition,  among  the  Christian  Nations  of  the  world,  for 
the  purpose  of  ridding  the  Holy  Land  of  the  presence  of  the  "  Unspeak- 
able Turk."  In  our  judgment  it  is  about  time  for  '^Ttie  Sfck  Man  of 
Europe"  to  hand  in  his  checks  and  be  buried,  and  the  sooner  he  does 
this  the  better  we  will  like  it. 

The  proceedings  are  devoid  of  special  interest.  The  Grand  Recor- 
der reported  receipts  of  $1,432.50,  including  a  loan  of  $400,  and  disburse- 
ments of  $1,510.14,  which  is  having  the  balance  on  the  wrong  side. 
Treasury  has  a  nominal  balance,  on  hand  of  $561.97.  Total  member- 
ship, 1,633,  a  gain  of  57. 

Brother  George  H.  Walker  presented  his  sixth  report,  as  Correspon- 
dent, in  which  he  digests  the  minutes  of  forty-five  Templar  legislatures, 
in  his  usual  instructive  and  entertaining  style.  Brother  Walker's  atten- 
tion to  Mississippi,  at  Biloxi,  is  flatteringly  full  and  fraternal.  Our 
brother  gets  up  an  excellent  report,  as  far  as  he  goes,  but  is  entirely  too 
sparing  of  original  matter.  Don't  hide  your  light  under  a  hogshead, 
Brother  W.,  it  is  wrong.     We  copy  his  conclusion  : 

We  have  completed  our  task  in  reviewing  the  various  reports  of  pro- 
(^eedings.  We  cannot  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the  fact  that  the  legisla- 
tion of  late  years  in  the  Grand  Encampment  has  cleared  the  atmosphere 
of  almost  every  question  likely  to  cause  contention  or  create  doubt. 
Many  of  the  Grand  Commanders  are  ))aying  closer  attention  than  ever 
to  the  matter  of  inspections  and  are  formulating  blanks  for  reports  of 
Inspectors  that  will  show  every  condition  of  excellence  a  Commandery 
may  evince.  This  tendency  is  not  only  interesting,  but  most  commend- 
able. The  Order  of  Knights  Templars  asHumes  to  be  semi-military,  and 
there  should  be  something  in  the  way  of  discipline  enforced.  There  is 
nothing  more  annoying  to  one  interested  in  the  Order  than  to  see  a  Com- 
mandery, especially  when  in  public,  attempt  to  go  through  a  drill  or  in- 
spection without  knowing  what  to  do.  Better  by  far  would  it  be  to  aban- 
don all  public  exhibitions  than  to  make  ourselves  the  laughingstock  for 
those  who  are  experts  in  such  matters.  Whether  a  person  be  skilled  in 
drill  and  military  maneuvers  or  not,  a  failure  to  drill  well  or  to  present 
a  good  appearance  upon  inspection  is  noticeable  by  the  merest  tyro.  The 
Commanderies  should  be  encouraged  to  do  their  best  in  everything  that 
pertains  to  their  ritual  and  regulations,  including  the  number  and  ap- 
pearance of  those  who  attend  conclaves  in  uniform,  the  manner  of  open- 
ing and  closing,  rendition  of  the  ritual,  etc. 

There  is  a  suggestion  in  some  quarters  that  an  effort  will  be  made  to 
have  the  Grand  Encampment  require  all  candidates  for  the  Orders  of 
Knighthood  to  have  received  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  in 
the  Council.  The  movement  is  not  very  strong  as  yet,  but  a  little  cloud, 
not  larger  than  a  man's  hand,  is  making  its  appearance  just  above  the 
horizon,  and  no  one  can  tell  just  now  into  what  it  may  develop. 
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R.  £.  Alex.   McKenzie  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand    Recordt^r  and 
Correspondent  continued. 


GREAT   PRIORY   OF    ENGLAND    AND   WALES  — 190:J. 

This  august  body  assembled  on  the  12th  of  December  and  also  on 
the  9th  of  May,  current  year,  at  Mark  Mason's  Hall,  Great  Queen  Street, 
London.  Present  at  the  first  conclave:  The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Viscount  Dun- 
raven,  G.  C.  T.,  P.  C.  Seneschal  on  the  Throne,  as  Great  Seneschal,  also  a 
multitude  of  other  Past  and  Present  Grand  Officers,  nearly  all  of  whom 
have  a  title  of  some  kind.  We  find  no  address  of  thepresiding  officer,  in  the 
pamphlet,  but  instead  a  short  report  from  the  Council,  in  which,  how- 
ever, we  find  nothing  of  importance  to  the  Order  at  large.  They  have 
a  capital,  invested  in  the  funds,  amounting  to  £4,800  sterling,  which  is 
pretty  fair,  considering  the  comparatively  small  number  of  members. 

At  the  conclave  of  May  9th,  the  Most  Eminent  and  Supreme  Grand 
Master,  the  Rt.  Hon.,  the  Earl  of  Euston,  G.C.T.,  occupied  the  Throne, 
with  Major  G.  C.  Davie  as  Great  Seneschal.  The  attendance  was  similar 
to  that  of  the  former  conclave  and  the  proceedings  of  like  character. 
We  excerpt : 

After  the  Brethren  were  seated  the  Grand  Master  rose  and  said  : 
Brethren  of  the  Temple  of  England,  you  will,  I  am  sure,  be  most  de- 
lighted to  join  with  me  in  ofi*ering  to  our  Brethren  who  have  come  from 
Ireland,  Scotland  and  the  United  States  of  America,  a  hearty  and  fra- 
ternal welcome,  and  also  our  cordial  thanks  for  the  trouble  they  have 
taken.  We  are  all  sure  of  one  thing,  that  is,  that  as  time  goes  on,  and 
the  prosperity  of  our  beloved  Order  increases,  there  will  be  no  difference 
ever  occur  to  mar  the  harmony  of  the  House  of  the  Temple,  and  that  we 
shall  all  strive  to  excel  one  another  in  improvement  and  in  discipline. 
Brethren,  in  the  name  of  the  Great  Priory  of  England,  I  greet  you  and 
welcome  you  most  cordially,  and  I  desire  to  propose  that  we  should 
insert  on  our  minutes  this  expression  of  our  cordial  greeting  to  those 
delegates  who  have  traveled  so  far  to  visit  us,  and  who  have  so  fraternally 
welcomed  us  when  it  has  been  our  happy  lot  to  visit  them. 

The  Acting  Great  Seneschal :  I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  second- 
ing the  vote  of  our  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master.  I  cannot  add  anything 
to  what  he  has  said,  and  I  am  certain  that  this  vote  will  be  carried  with 
acclamation. 

The  vote  was  carried  with  much  heartiness  and  with  acclamation. 

T^ng  may  the  spirit  of  fraternity  that  now  obtains  among  the  Eng- 
lish speaking  people  continue  and  grow  in  volume  and  intensity,  to  the 
end  of  the  chapter. 

We  note,  with  gratification,  the  presence  of  our  beloved  brother, 
John,  of  Chicago  and  the  United  States,  and  that  he  favored  our  cousins 
with  a  short  speech,  which  we  also  clip,  as  you  people  don't  know  what 
a  good  talker  John  is.     Here  is  the  speech  : 
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General  John  Corson  Smith : — Most  Eminent  and  Supreme  Grand 
Master,  I  thank  yon  for  all  you  have  done  for  me,  "for  the  honors  you 
have  bestowed  upon  me,  and  through  me  upon  my  Grand  Encampment. 
I  assure  you  indeed.  Sir,  that  it  will  but  stimulate  me  to  greater  work  for 
this  Order  of  Knighthood.  We  have  true  and  tried  members  in  our 
country,  but  they  are  but  the  sons  of  yourselves,  and  we  are  close  to  each 
other.  I  am  actuated  by  a  desire  to  see  that  one  unity  of  design  that  is 
characteristic  of  the  true  Christian  people  that  the  Anglo  Saxons  are. 
We  have  one  lesson  in  view,  and  that  is  the  civilization  of  the  Earth, 
and,  ns  we  grow  stronger,  we  grow  nearer  to  that  goal.  I  never  go 
abroad,  never  come  to  this  country,  but  I  return  home  a  better  Ameri- 
can than  before,  and  it  is  because  of  the  English  blood  that  is  in  me. 
Wlien  I  first  went  to  the  Orient  and  saw  the  great  plains  and  hills  I 
thought,  this  is  nice — there  is  a  common  interest  here  and  I  like  it. 
When  I  came  back  to  England  and  saw  the  little  ten-acre  lots,  I  said  I 
did  not  like  tiiis,  but  I  scarcely  had  been  in  the  country  before  I  came 
to  think  it  over.  This,  I  thought,  is  the  characteristic  of  the  English- 
man, this  is  his  own,  his  castle.  If  a  friend  goes  he  is  welcome,  and  it 
is  characteristic  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  that  his  property  must  be  divided 
by  bounds.  We  want  a  unity  of  the  two  peoples.  We  are  one.  The 
nationality  of  our  country  is  largely  of  Great  Britain,  and  by  Great 
Britain  I  mean  England,  Wales,  Scotland  and  Ireland.  We  speak  of  you 
as  English  and  include  all.  I  again  thank  you,  and  I  shall  try  in  the 
future,  as  in  the  past,  to  deserve  the  honors  you  have  bestowed  upon 
me. 

Alms  amounting  to  tQ  9s.  6d.  were  collected. 

The  two  extracts,  above,  make  up  about  one-half  the  matter,  con- 
tained in  the  pamphlet,  if  we  except  names  of  officers  and  members, 
together  with  their  titles,  hence  it  is  rather  difficult  for  us  to  spread 
ourselves,  literally,  as  you  will  readily  understand.  With  these  explan- 
atory and  deprecatory  remarks,  we  close  our  review  of  this  Great  Priory. 


FLORIDA  — 1903. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Jacksonville, 
May  14th.  Present:  R.  E.  Sir  Bingham  H.  Chad  wick,  Grand  Com- 
mander; Sir  Wilber  P.  Webster,  Grand  Recorder;  five  Past  Grand 
Commanders,  a  lot  of  Past  Commanders,  and  Representatives  from  eight 
Subordinate  Commaderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  covers  more  than  half  of  the  entire 
pamphlet,  but  contains  nothing  startling  or  of  a  blood-curdling  nature. 
He  has  an  exalted  opinion  of  the  office  he  held,  and  reports  the  Order  in 
a  flourishing  condition,  as  the  following  excerpt  attests: 

It  is  difficult  to  realize  that  a  year  has  passed  since  you  bestowed 
upon  me  the  mostdistinguiphed  honor,  as  I  regard  it,  that  can  be  be- 
stowed upon  any  man,  that  of  Grand  Commander  of  the  Knights  Tem- 
plars of  Florida,  and  it  seems  almost  as  thougli  I  am  called  upon  to  make 
a  report  to  you  of  my  stewardship  at  the  beginning,  rather  than  at  the 
close  of  the  year. 
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I  desire  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  favorable  condition  existing 
at  this,  the  Ninth  Annual  Conclave  of  our  Grand  Commandery. 

A  decided  prosperity  attends  us,  and  we  close  the  year  with  the 
highest  record  of  newly  made  Fraters  in  our  Subordinate  Gommanderies 
of  any  year  in  our  history.  We  liave  created  during  this  time  ninety- 
three  Sir  Knights,  which,  all  tilings  considered,  speaks  well  for  the  re- 
gard in  which  our  beloved  Order  is  held,  being  more  than  double  the 
number  of  any  previous  year. 

Appropriate  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  merit  of  theknightly 
dead,  among  them  our  own  brother,  Past  Grand  Commander  Meade. 
He  issued  quite  a  batch  of  dispensations  "  to  ballot  out  of  time  '*  but  got 
terribly  frightened  because  he,  accidentally,  allowed  one  of  his  Subordi- 
nates to  elect  some  candidates  at  a  special  conclave !  It  was  terrible, 
but  they  finally  pulled  through  by  healing  the  parties!!  We  are  of  the 
opinion  that  they  were  perfectly  sound  and  well  when  the  doctor  was 
called  in.  The  Grand  Encampment  has,  of  right,  absolutely  nothing  to 
do  with  the  matter  at  issue  and  those  of  a  kindred  character.  We  be- 
lieve in  the  Masonic  Monroe  Doctrine  that  the  Subordinate  Command- 
eries  are  the  only  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  of  what  is  or  is  not  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  Order,  in  so  far  as  their  particular  branch  of  it  is 
concerned  and  we  have  always  considered  any  interference  along  these 
lines,  to  be  an  unfriendly  act.  A  portrait  of  the  R.  E.  adorns  the  pam- 
phlet. 

Proceedings  were  local,  routine  and  devoid  of  special  interest. 
,  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash  balance  of  f801.08.  Total  membership 
412,  a  gain  of  78. 

There  is  no  report  on  Correspondence,  an  omission  that  ought  to  be 
supplied  at  the  next  turn  of  the  wheel. 

R.  E.  Sir  Olin  8.  Wright  is  Grand  Commander;  E.  Sir  WilberP. 
Webster,  Grand  Recorder. 


GEORGI  A  — 1903. 

The  Forty-second  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Rome,  May  18th. 
There  were  in  attendance,  R,  5.  Sir  Frank  O.  Miller,  Grand  Commander; 
E.  Sir.  Wm.  S.  Rockwell,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers, 
six  Past  Grand  Commanders,  eighteen  Grand  Representatives  and  dele- 
gates from  fourteen  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  quite  lengthy,  but  is  de- 
void of  general  interest.  His  ''Opening  Chorus"  has  many  points  of 
beauty  and  instruction. 

The  usual  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  knightly  dead,  including 
our  own  Past  Grand  Commander  Mead,  is  a  part  of  the  address.  His 
dispensations  and  decisions  are  all  right. 

The  greater  part  of  the  address  is  made  up  in  reporting  his  visita- 
tions, and  those  of  his  staff,  which  were  quite  general  and,  no  doubt^ 
productive  of  good  to  the  Order,  in  that  Jurisdiction. 
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He  reports  the  Order  as  generally  prosperous  and  healthy  condition. 

Proceedings  were  routine  and  local.  Report  of  Grand  Treasurer 
shows  a  cash  balance  of  $1,858.96.  Total  membership,  1,131,  a  gain  of  185. 

Correspondence  is  the  puny  offspring  of  the  Grand  Recorder  and  is 
of  the  latest  improved  Georgia  style  of  architecture,  that  is,  it  contains 
a  few  statistics,  the  names  of  some  of  the  officers,  in  the  different  juris- 
dictions, and  tlie  incident  is  closed  !  Mississippi  is  not  included  in  this 
unique  report. 

Some  Jewels  were  presented.  This  is  the  sort  of  assets  our  Georgia 
brethren  seem  to  prefer  to  Templar  literature,  hence  the  curtailment  of 
the  Correspondence  report  and  the  marked  attention  to  the  jewel  end 
of  the  concern.     We  are  sorry,  but  it  is  none  of  our  business. 

A  portrait  of  Grand  Commander  Miller,  makes  an  admirablefrontiH- 
piece  to  the  pamphlet. 

R.  E.  Sir  George  B.  Whiteside  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Re- 
corder and  Correspondent  continued. 


ILLINOIS  — 1903. 

The  Forty-seventh  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Peoria, 
September  1st.  There  were  in  attendance:  R.  £.  Sir  Holman  G.  Purin- 
ton.  Grand  Commander ;  R.  E.  Sir  GiL  W.  Barnard,  Grand  Recorder;  all 
the  rest  of  the  Grand  Officers,  Representatives  from  sixty-three  Subordi- 
nate Commanderies,  a.multitude  of  Past  Grand  Commanders,  Grand  Rep- 
resentatives, Past  Eminent  Commanders  and  visitors  galore.  The  usual 
address  of  welcome  was  in  evidence,  but  it  had  the  merit  of  brevity. 
The  prayer  of  the  Grand  Prelate,  in  the  opening  ceremonies,  was  a  mov- 
ing appeal  to  the  *'  Throne  of  Heavenly  Grace."  It  is  too  often  the 
the  case  that  these  invocations  are  more  an  appeal  to  the  sticklers,  in 
the  audience,  for  sometliing  fine  and  beautiful  in  thought  and  diction 
than  to  the  ear  of  Him  who  looks  not  at  the  outward  seeming,  but  to 
heart  alone,  with  the  result  that  the  petition  gets  no  higher  than  the 
ceiling.  This  one,  however,  has  the  ring  of  sincerity  and  devotion 
about  it,  that  is  good  to  see  and  hear.  Prayer  is  the  soul's  sincere  desire, 
uttered  or  unexpressed,  &c. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  complete  resume  of  a  busy, 
successful  and  creditable  administration.  It  covers  forty  pages  of  the 
pamphlet.    We  excerpt  from  his  opening : 

I  bring  to  you  to-day  greetings  from  a  heart  filled  with  thankfulness 
to  our  Heavenly  Father  that  so  many  of  us  are  permitted  to  assemble 
in  this,  our  Forty-seventh  Annual  Conclave,  to  renew  our  fraternal  rela- 
tions, and  to  cement  more  strongly,  if  possible,  the  bonds  of  friendship 
and  brotherly  love  which  unite  the  Commanderies  of  this  great  Grand 
Jurisdiction  into  one  common  brotherhood. 

The  record  for  the  Templar  year  is  closed,  and  upon  a  summing  np, 
we  find  much  for  congratulation.    Peace  and  harmony  prevail  through* 
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oqt  oar  borders,  while  prosperity,  with  a  healthy  numerical  increase  has 
been  universally  reported. 

Appropriate  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  magnan- 
imous dead  of  the  Order.  His  dispensations  were  few,  and  those  for 
practical  and  proper  purposes. 

He  made  quite  a  lot  of  decisions  and  all  of  them  correct.  The  Law 
Committee  attempted  to  sit  on  him  by  refusing  its  approval  to  a 
couple  of  them,  but  the  Grand  Body  sustained  the  Grand  Commander, 
as  it  should  have  done.  Take  an  ordinarv  Law  Committee  and  if  thev 
fail  to  disapprove  some  action  of  the  Grand  High  Muck-a-Muck,  they 
immediately  go  into  a  decline  and  fade  away ! !  It  is  always  pleasant  to 
us,  when  one  of  these  aggregations  are  taught,  by  the  GVand  Body,  that 
THEY  are  not  always  **  IT"  !  ! 

The  proceedings  were  voluminous,  but  mostly  local  and  routine.  The 
Grand  Recorder  reported  receipts  of  S9.601.85.  Total  membership, 
10,906,  a  gain  of  609. 

The  Grand  Treasury  contained  a  cash  balance  of  $11,689.04.  We 
note  that  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Body  were  tendered  to  the  people 
and  brethren  of  Peoria,  for  courtesies  and  kindness  shown  the  members, 
but  the  matter  of  "  hospitality  "  at  $2.50  per  diem  was  not  mentioned, 
which  is  pleasant. 

Correspondence  is  the  work  of  our  beloved  friend  and  brother, 
Smith,  as  usual,  and  though  the  hand  of  God  has  touched  him,  and  he 
has  been  and  still  is,  suffering  bodily  infirmities,  there  is  no  indication 
of  the  fact  in  the  report  before  us,  but  the  same  lucid,  instructive,  inter- 
esting and  courteous  vein  pervades  the  entire  report.  It  is  needless  for 
us  to  repeat  our  assurances  of  profound  sympathy  with  our  brother,  in 
all  his  sore  trials  and  sufferings,  because  he  already  knows  the  fact. 
May  or  common  Lord  be  especially  gracious  to  our  brother  and  all  who 
are  near  and  dear  to  him. 

We  copy  his  opening : 

How  rapidly  the  year  passes  and  we  add  another  mile  in  the  pil- 
grimage of  life  no  one  knows  better  than  the  Templar  correspondent.  It 
seems  but  yesterday  that  we  read  proof  of  our  writings  for  1902,  and  now 
comes  the  printer's  imp  clamorous  for  copy  for  1903.  Where  has  the 
vear  gone?  What  have  we  done  to  add  to  the  happiness  of  family  and 
friends?  The  winter  was  spent  on  a  sick  bed,  the  result  of  a  surgical 
operation,  while  the  spring  and  to  midsummer  have  been  spent  abroad 
in  an  effort  to  repair  that  health.  We  can  thus  account  for  time  and  its 
rapid  flight,  but,  as  to  the  good  we  have  done,  there  comes  the  rub.  We 
don't  know,  but  we  live,  and  we  try  to  make  others  the  happier  that  we 
do  live,  and  there  the  matter  rests. 

Since  our  return  last  month  we  have  taken  up  our  work  to  its  com- 
pletion and  regret  that  owing  to  our  Grand  Conclave  beinp;  lield  two 
months  earlier  this  year  than  ever  before,  we  will  be  six  or  eight  Grand 
(vommanderies  short  in  our  review.  However,  there  is  nothing  start- 
ling or  new  to  present  and  it  is  my  pleasure  to  report  peace,  content- 
ment and  prosperity  in  all  the  Templar  Jurisdictions  it  has  been  my 
privilege  to  review. 
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^  Bro.  John's  attention  to  oar  doings  at  Biloxi,  is  characteristically 
pleasant  and  fraternal.  He  calls  OUie's  address  an  interesting  one,  and 
remarks  that  that  conclave  was  the  eighty-third  Annual,  which  increases 
the  days  of  the  years  of  our  pilgrimage  by  just  forty  years! 

Kighty  pages  of  the  pamphlet  are  devoted  to  an  account  of  his  trav- 
els, during  the  current  year,  interspersed  with  many  handsome  illustra- 
tions, all  of  which  will  add  materially  to  the  size  and  interest  of  the 
forthcoming  book. 

We  pray  God  to  restore  our  brother  to  health  and  "  prolong  his  life 
and  his  years  as  many  generations."  "  Whom  the  Lord  loveth  He 
chastiseth,  and  scourgeth  every  son  whom  He  receiveth.  If  ye  are  with- 
out chastisement,  of  which  all  are  partakers,  ( i.  e.  the  true  children  of 
God, )  then  are  ye  bastards  and  not  sons."  "  These  light  (  or  heavy  ) 
afflictions,  which  are  but  for  a  moment,  shall  work  out  for  us  an  ex- 
ceeding and  eternal  weight  of  glory."  How  precious  and  how  comfort- 
ing, to  His  afflicted  children,  are  the  promises  of  our  God  ! 

R.  E.  Sir  Alonzo  S.  Walderman  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Re- 
corder and  Correspondent  as  before. 


INDIAN  A— 1903. 

The  Forty-ninth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Fort  Wayne,  April 
15th.  R.  K.  Sidney  W.  Douglas,  Grand  Commander,  presiding:  E. 
Sir  Calvin  W.  Prather,  Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers, 
together  with  fifteen  Past  Grand  Commanders,  a  multitude  of  Past  Em- 
inent Commanders,  all  representatives  from  all  the  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies,  and  Grand  Representatives  from  thirty  Grand  Commanderies, 
our*s  included. 

Under  the  head  of  ^'Proemial"  a  minute  is  made  of  a  somewhat 
glorious  time  our  Hoosier  brethren  had  before  the  opening  of  the  Grand 
Commandery,  one  of  the  features  being  a  **  Russian  Tea,"  if  any  of  you 
backwoodsmen  know  what  that  is.  It  is  all  right,  anyway,  as  our  breth- 
ren up  tiiere  take  lots  of  interest  in  the  Order  and  are  entitled  to  any 
sort  of  a  blow-out  they  may  desire. 

After  the  opening,  an  address  of  welcome  was  given  the  Grand  Com* 
mandery,  by  Sir  James  W.  Barrett,  on  behalf  of  the  local  Commandery. 
The  address  is  a  real  good  one,  but  for  this  unseemly  anecdote  in  regard 
to  Chicago:  "An  Irishman,  after  a  visit  to  Chicago,  writing  to  friends 
in  Krin,  said  :  Chicago  is  a  great  city.  It  has  immense  factories,  much 
business  and  pleasant  people.  The  only  thing  it  lacks  is  the  Grace  of 
God,  and  they  are  thinking  of  getting  that  shipped  in  cans  from  Boston!" 

We  beg  to  suggest  that  while  Dowie  remains  in  Chicago,  or  near  it, 
the  Grace  of  God,  as  well  as  all  other  good  things,  spiritual,  will  be 
conspicuously  absent.  It  is  wrong  to  make  fun  of  the  windy  town,  so 
long  as  Dowie  and  his  gang  are  so  much  in  evidence  as  they  are  now. 
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Our  orator  refers,  incidentally,  to  the  early  history  of  the  Order  and 
the  heroic  cut-throats  who  composed  a  large  percentage  of  the  personel 
of  Templary,  until  its  crimes  and  cussedness  caused  its  suppression  by 
the  Church  of  Rome.  Not  much  to  be  proud  of  in  all  this,  nor  is  th^ 
bravery  of  a  fatalist  wortli  ten  cents  on  the  dollar,  and  that  is  what  they 
all  were. 

Brother  Lincoln  V.  Cravens  made  the  response  on  the  part  of  the 
Grand  Commandery,  and  it  is  a  mighty  good  one.  He  made  some  touch- 
ing allusions  to  Abraham,  Lot  and  the  freshness  of  the  latter's  wife,  who 
could  not  stand  the  country  air  and  turned  into  a  pillar  of  salt,  and  so 
remains  until  this  day.  Regarding  the  social  nature  of  man  and  oscu- 
latory  pretensions  of  the  modern  Templar,  he  has  this  to  say : 

Man  is  not  only  a  social  creature,  but  he  must  have  diversion.  Put 
him  on  the  tread  mill  and  keep  him  there  and  in  a  few  years  he  will  re- 
semble a  Kansas  cornstalk,  struck  by  hot  winds ;  but  give  him  an  occa- 
sional shower  of  being  out  with  the  boys  or  a  series  of  lodge  meetings, 
and  he  radiates  like  a  chrysanthemum.  I  said  that  man  is  a  social 
being,  and  that  is  particularly  true  of  the  modern  Templar.  The  ancient 
Jlemplar  was  forced  to  take  a  vow  never  to  kiss  a  woman— not  even  his 
mother  or  sister;  but  our  modern  rituals  have  cut  that  out,  and  now  if 
there  is  anything  that  the  up-to-date  Sir  Knight  prides  himself  on  more 
than  another,  it  is  his  gallantrv  to  the  fair  pex,  and  while  we  do  not  all 
claim  to  be  Hobsons,  yet  I  feel  that  I  am  not  betraying  any  secrets, 
when  I  suggest  that  you  can  assure  the  fair  ladies  of  Fort  Wayne  that, 
from  our  handsome  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  down  to  the  humblest  in 
the  ranks,  no  well  deserving  lady  shall  be  repulsed. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  full  resume  of  his  official 
acts,  and  is  an  elegant  paper,  such  as  they  generally  produce  in  Indiana. 

Due  and  eloquent  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the 
magnanimous  dead,  both  of  his  own  and  of  sister  jurisdictions,  and  the 
list  is  a  long  one. 

He  issued  the  usual  batch  of  dispensations  to  ballot  on  the  jump, 
and  for  other  purposes,  all  of  which  was  right  and  proper.  He  reported 
no  decisions,  those  he  had  made  having  been  submitted  to  the  Law  Com- 
mittee. The  address  is  exceptionally  short  but  we  doubt  not  the  R.  K. 
said  all  he  had  to  say,  or  it  would  have  been  longer. 

The  proceedings  were  mostly  local  and  devoid  of  general  interest. 
The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  in  hand  of  $6,075.69,  and  total 
income  of  $5,917.50,  which  overtops  us,  a  little ! 

The  Grand  Recorder  reported  gross  gains  of  502  and  losses  of  182, 
leaving  a  net  gain  of  320,  which  is  pretty  good.    Total  membership,  4,323. 

CORRSSPONDBNCR 

Is  the  second  offense  of  Brother  Martin  H.  Rice  and,  like  the  first  is 
justifiable,  able,  exhaustive,  well  written  and  interesting.  He  considers 
the  doings  of  forty-three  Grand  Jurisdictions,  among  them  Missiseippi 
for  1902. 

Under  Georgia  we  find  this ; 


2«  FRATERNAL  CORRKSPONDENCE. 


Among  Ilia  rulings  was  one  that  a  Past  Grand  Prelate  has  no  official 
standing  in  a  Grand  Commandery,  and  another,  that  a  Comuiandery 
could  not  consistently  accept  as  a  member  a  bar-keeper,  although  he  was 
"  honest,  never  drinks,  chews,  smokes  or  swears."  This  leads  us  to  re- 
ftiiark  that  very  few  of  those  in  other  business,  who  are  accepted,  can 
have  as  much  said  in  their  favor. 


We  infer  from  the  remark  that  our  brother  was  led  to  make,  that 
he  is  disposed  to  excuse  the  mixologist  and  dispenser  of  liquid  dam- 
nation, because  he  is  *'  honest,  never  drinks,  chews,  smokes  or  swears  " ! 
We  can  only  see  in  this  a  greater  condemnation  for  him  when  he  stands 
at  the  Bar  of  God,  who  will  just  as  readily  and  speedily  damn  him  for 
mining  the  souls,  homes  and  lives  of  his  creatures,  by  selling  them  strong 
drink,  as  though  he  had  cussed  them  out  of  their  boots.  Hell  is  paved, 
in  some  places  with  these  moral,  temperate,  psalm  singing  saloonists and 
wholesale  dealers  in  liquid  damnation,  and  we  can  well  afford  to  let  them 
stay  out  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple. 

Brother  Kice's  attention  to  our  pamphlet  is  full  and  pleasant.  AVe 
copy  a  part  of  his  conclusion  : 

Our  trip  over  the  white  tented  field  is  ended.  It  has  been  a  delight- 
ful one  to  us ;  free  from  mishap  or  hinderance,  and  we  trust  that  the 
story  of  it  will  be  interesting  and  instructive  to  all  who  m&y  find  Hmf  to 
read  it.  A  Knightly  greeting  awaited  at  every  tent,  the  glad  hand  wms 
extended,  and  a  lesson  of  encouragement  given  to  cheer  us  on  our 
way.  It  may  be  truthfully  said  that  peace,  harmony,  good  will  and  pnm- 
perity  prevail  throughout  the  broad  realm  of  Chivalric  Masonry  in  this 
country,  and  its  benignity  is  a  powerful  influence  for  good  throughout 
the  world. 

R.  E.  Sir  Frederick  Glass,  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent,  same  as  before. 


10  W  A— 19  03. 

The  Forty-first  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  ''  Beulah  Land,"  that  is 
to  say,  inTemplar  Park,  Spirit  Lake,  July  7th.  There  were  present:  K.  E. 
Sir  Frederick  W.  Craig, Grand  Commander ;  E.  Sir  David  Millar  Brownlee, 
Grand  Recorder.  All  the  other  Grand  Officers  except  the  Grand  Stand- 
ard Bearer,  a  large  number  of  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Representatives 
from  a  majority  of  the  fifty-seven  Subordinate  Commanderies  in  the  ju- 
risdiction. 

The  address  of  the  R.  K.  is  rather  long,  as  one  would  expect  in  so 
large  a  bailiwick,  but  is  gotten  up  in  the  finished  style  common  to  our 
Iowa  brethren,  in  matters  of  this  sort.     We  clip  from  his  opening: 
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It  is  a  very  pleasant  duty  that  calls  us  together  each  year  during  the 
week  which  next  follows  the  week  in  which  the  4th  of  July  occurs,  at 
this  our  beautiful  Templar  home  on  Spirit  Lake.  As  the  years  pass  we 
become  more  and  more  endeared  to  this  spot  and  to  each  other,  until 
the  older  membership  and  their  families  look  forward  to  Festal  Week 
with  much  the  same  anticipation  as  to  an  approaching  Thanksgiving 
day  family  reunion. 


We  would  like  to  inquire:  In  what  respect  does  ^'  the  heaven  of  all 
time  **  differ  from  that  of  eternity  ?  and,  also  where  the  heaven  referred 
to  is  located  ?  The  penitent  thief  had  the  assurance  of  the  Master  that 
**  To-day  thou  shalt  be  with  me  in  paradise."  They  tell  us  that  '*  para- 
dise" is  the  **  Place  of  Departed  Spirits"  and  all  our  reading  and  the 
inward  convictions  of  our  own  hearts  tell  us  that  heaven  is,  also,  the 
place  of  departed  spirits,  i.e.,  the  spirits  of  just  men,  made  perfect,  by 
suffering  and  through  divine  grace.  At  all  events,  without  reference  to 
titles,  or  names,  let  us  endeavor  so  to  live  that  we  may  have  an  abundant 
entrance  into  ^'That  upper  and  better  country  "  where  we  shall  find  the 
''  House  of  Many  Mansions  "  and  a  place  prepared  for  us  by  our  common 
J^rd. 

He  decided  that  where  a  Templar  has  been  expelled  from  Lodge 
membership,  by  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  and  on  that  account 
expelled  from  membership  in  the  Commandery,  and  subsequently  he 
had  been  reinstated  by  the  same  authority,  that  in  such  case  he  could  be 
restored  to  membership  in  the  Commandery,  by  a  simple  statement  of 
the  E.  C.  announcing  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  This  seems  to  be 
all  right,  on  its  face,  but  still  there  is  something  uncanny  about  it. 

He  issued  dispensations  where  he  thought  it  proper  to  do  po,  but 
does  not  itemize,  which  is  all  right. 

We  clip  the  last  clause  of  his  '*  Conclusion :  " 


It  is  my  hope  that  the  admistration  of  the  year  may  prove  not  to 
have  been  without  some  merit  and  advantage  to  the  Knights  Templar  of 
Iowa,  that  this  Conclave  may  be  a  profitable  and  enjoyable  meeting,  and 
that  we  may  return  to  our  homes  with  the  feeling  that  we  are  still  more 
strongly  endeared  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of 
Iowa  and  to  Templar  Park.  Then  shall  I  retire  from  official  station  well 
satisfied  to  resume  my  old  place  in  the  ranks  with  pleasures  and  honors 
secure  in  the  past  asgnost  pleasant  legacies  for  my  remaining  days. 


The  proceedings  are  mostly  routine  and  of  local  interest.  They  are 
adorned  by  several  pictures  of  the  park  and  the  buildings  thereon,  from 
all  of  which  we  are  confirmed  in  our  oft  expressed  opinion,  that  it  is  a 
delightful  place.  One  of  them  was  taken  when  old  Boreas  held  the 
boards,  and  it  looks  sort  o'lonesome. 

We  copy  the  "  Program  "  (We  are  not  responsible  for  the  orthography 
of  the  word  "  program  :  " ) 


28  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

PROGRAM. 

Saturday,  July  4th. 

General  arrival  at  Templar  Park. 
Greetings  and  getting  settled. 

Sunday,  July  oth. 

aftbrnoon. 

3:00— Devotional  services  conducted  by  the  Grand  Prelate,  Eminent  nnd 

Reverend  Sir  Frank  L.  Loveland,  of  Vinton. 

Monday,   July  6th. 

General  Preparation  Day. 

Boating,  Bathing,  Fishing,  Excursions. 

Band,  String  and  Vocal  Music. 

TuKSDAY,  July  7th. 

MORNING. 

9:00— Drill  in  Asylum. 
10:00 — Opening  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

AFTBRNOON. 

Recreation,  Boating,  Fishing,  Bathing. 
2!30— Band  Concert. 
7:00— Dress  Parade. 
8:00— OflScer's  Reception  at  Pavilion. 

Wrdnksday,  July  8th. 

morning. 

9:00 — Drill  in  Asylum  or  Pavilion. 
10:00 — Session  of  the  Grand  Commanderv. 

AFTERNOON. 

Recreation,  Boating,  Fishing,  Bathing. 
2:30— Band  Concert. 
7:00— Dress  Parade. 
8:00— Entertainment  by  Knights -Templar  Band,  of  Newton,  Towa. 

Thursday,  July  9th. 

MORNING. 

9:00— Drill  in  Asylum  or  Pavilion. 
10:00 — Session  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

AFTERNOON. 

Recreation,  Boating,  Fishing,  Bathing. 
2:30— Band  Concert. 
7:00— Dress  Parade. 
8:00— Entertainment  by  Iowa  Templar  Ladies  Club. 
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Friday,  July  10th. 

MORNING. 

10:00— Public  Installation  of  Officers  of  the  Grand  Cominandery  at  the 

Pavilion. 
IhOO—Final  Session  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

AFTERNOON. 

Go  as  you  please. 

"  This  program  will  be  changed  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  Grand 
Commandery. 

[Sral.]  "Frudbrick  W.  Craig, 

Attett:  Grand  Commander. 

"  D.  M.  Brownlbb,  Grand  Recorder. 

We  shall  be  glad  if  the  good  Lord  spares  us  until  we  have  a  similar 
place  in  which  to  meet. 

The  Grand  Treasury  contained  a  cash  balance  of  $2,168.99.  The 
(iraud  Recorder  reported  receipts  of  $6,208.90.  Total  membersltip  of 
5,121,  a  net  gain  of  277. 

The '' Triennial  Committee  "  reported  that  they  had  bought  a  slice 
of  the  Palace  Hotel  in  San  Francisco,  agreeing  to  "  return  in  five  days," 
for  the  small  sum  of  $100.  This  is  cheap,  if  we  reflect  that  the  "hospi- 
tality "  of  San  Francisco  is  to  be  thrown  in  at  the  rate  of  $2.50  and  $3.00 
a  day,  "  American  Plan.** 

An  excellent  portrait  of  the  retiring  Grand  Commander  adorns  the 
pamphlet.  An  excellent,  good  face,  but  a  sad  expression  of  counte- 
nance. 

corrbspondbnce. 

This  is  finished  ashlar  of  our  good  friend  and  brother,  Past  Grand 
Commander  Babb,  and  in  it  the  doings  of  most  of  the  Templar  Legisla- 
tures of  the  world  receive  careful  and  courteous  attention,  Mississippi,  for 
1903,  getting  full  and  fraternal  notice.    We  copy: 

An  excellent  portrait  of  Sir  Robert  H.  Henry,  the  Grand  Commander- 
elect,  first  attracts  our  attention.  If  we  are  any  judge  of  faces  we  would 
say  that  our  Mississippi  Fraters  have  a  bright  and  strong  man  at  the 
head  of  the  lines  this  year.  Not  only  were  all  the  constituent  Com- 
manderies  represented,  but  we  note  the  attendance  of  ten  Past  Grand 
Commanders. 

We  are  not  sure  that  it  is  wise  for  us  to  copy  this  little  tafiy,  as  it 
may  make  our  beloved  Bro.  Henry,  vain  and  proud.  He  IS  right  good 
looking,  but  his  personal  magnetism  and  all  round  lovableness,  dis- 
counts his  beauty  of  form  and  feature. 

He  epitomizes  Bro.  McKay's  address  and  has  this  sop  which  he 
throws  to  our  Cerbesus,  Fred  : 
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This  we  believe  to  be  a  good  suggestion,  and  should  be  adopted. 

Grand  Recorder  Sir  Frederic  8peed  made  a  speedy  report,  as  aside 
from  its  tables  of  statistics  it  covers  less  than  four  lines  of  print.  Hie 
work  in  the  Southeast  is  highly  praised  by  his  chief. 

Instead  of  the  usual  Committee  on  Necrology,  Sir  Frederic  Speed 
was  called  to  the  East,  and  in  eloquent  words  paid  a  fitting  tribute  to 
the  dead.  There  are  but  few,  if  any,  Templars  who  could  equal  him  in 
afield  like  that.  He  is  a  man  of  bright  and  brilliant  parts,  who  always 
has  the  courage  of  his  convictions.  He  has  a  host  of  friends  in  Iowh. 
whose  Representative  he  is  near  his  Grand  Commandery.  We  remember 
him  with  special  gratitude  for  his  strong  and  able  defense  of  our  cause  in 
years  gone  by,  when  we  needed  friends.  Long  may  he  live  to  speed  the 
right. 

As  Fred  is  already  stuck  on  himself,  we  feel  that  it  is  dangerous  to 
print  such  fulsome  flattery  of  him,  but  we  risk  it. 

His  attention  to  this  committee  is  very  pleasant.    We  excerpt: 

Sir  Enoch  George  De  Lap,  Past  Grand  Commander,  gives  us  one  of 
his  characteristic  reports,  covering  eighty- two  pages.  It  is  as  full  of 
spice  and  vigor  as  in  days  of  yore.  There  are  two  superfluous  things 
connected  with  it :  It  does  not  need  his  signature  at  the  end  to  tell  us 
its  authorship,  neither  does  it  require  the  admonition  which  he  gives  in 
the  preface  to  read  it  in  order  to  secure  that  result. 

He  uses  strong  and  vigorous  Anglo-Saxon  to  express  his  thoughts, 
but  we  are  not  among  those  who  would  criticise  him  for  this.  He  has  a 
Iieart  as  tender,  kind,  and  true  as  any  member  of  the  ^* Guild."  He  de- 
tests all  shams,  cant,  and  mere  show,  but  the  true  spirit  of  Templary  is 
part  of  his  nature. 

We  beg  to  suggest  to  our  brother  that  we  write  it,  "  E.  G.  DeLap." 
He  calls  us  down  on  our  criticism  of  an  Illinois  decision  and  convinces 
us  that  we  are  wrong,  and  we  take  it  all  back.  He  explains  the  "  Com- 
mittee on  Knightly  Courtesy  and  Jurisprudence '^  matter,  in  this  way : 

The  answer  to  this  is  only  by  tradition,  but  we  are  told  that  origin- 
ally in  this  jurisdiction  this  committee  had  imposed  upon  it  two  classes 
of  duties,  one  that  related  to  Templar  law  and  the  other  questions  relat- 
ing to  our  relations  with  other  Grand  Commanderies,  and  this  title  was 
given  to  cover  both  classes  of  questions. 

Under  our  present  statutes,  adopted  a  few  years  since,  the  title  was 
changed  to  **  Committee  on  Templar  Jurisprudence,"  but  by  some  over- 
siirht  the  Grand  Recorder  has  retained  the  old  name.  We  get  wedded  to 
old  forms,  and  often  retain  them  long  after  the  reason  for  them  ceases. 

Which  is  satisfactory,  but  we  would  Jrop  the   *' courtesy"   attachment. 
We  also  clip  his  opening: 

In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  our  Chief,  after  an  absence  of 
eleven  years  we  again  take  our  seat  at  the  "  Round  Table,"  which  during 
this  time  has  been  so  ably  filled  by  another. 

We  come  in  peace,  with  olive  branches  in  our  hands,  and  good  wishes 
in  our  heart.    Our  only  weapons,  either  of  offense  or  defense,  being  an 
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old  pen  and  a  pair  of  scissors.  The  pen,  we  are  told,  is  mightier  than 
the  sword,  but  whether  the  scissors  are  mightier  than  either,  time  alone 
will  tell.  The  only  ambition  that  fills  our  heart  is  that  the  result  of  our 
labors  may  make  our  Iowa  fraters  either  wiser,  better,  or  happier. 

Feelings  of  mingled  pleasure  and  sadness  fill  our  heart  as  we  make 
our  bow  and  resume  our  seat.  The  many  new  and  strange  faces  about 
the  table  recall  the  old  ones  that  we  fail  to  find,  and  whom  we  had 
learned  to  know  and  love.  We  think  of  the  brilliant  Connor,  of  Tennes- 
see, that  tried  friend  and  prince  among  reporters,  whose  large  brain  and 
still  larger  heart  endeared  him  to  all ;  of  the  genial  Caswell,  whose  heart 
was  as  full  of  sunshine  and  joy  as  his  loved  "  climate''  of  California;  of 
the  strong  and  stalwart  Carson  of  Qhio,  whose  words  never  gave  forth 
any  uncertain  sound,  and  whose  mind  was  a  rich  store-house  of  Masonic 
lore ;  of  our  old-time  friend  Brown,  of  Kansas,  who  was  always  able  and 
instructive;  of  those  two  veterans,  Innes  of  Michigan, and  Runkle  of  In- 
diana, whose  Annual  Reports  contained  about  all  that  was  worthy  of 
preservation  in  the  Templar  world  ;  and  of  those  two  New  England' fra- 
tres,  Wheeler  of  Connecticut,  and  Fisher  of  Vermont,  whose  noble 
words  were  always  an  inspiration  "  to  deeds  of  more  exalted  usefulness.'' 
As  we  recall  the  faces  of  these  departed  ones,  as  well  as  others,  a  vein  of 
sadness  forces  itself  into  our  opening  words. 

But  with  a  sigh  and  a  tear  for  the  absent,  we  rejoice  as  we  hear 
Woodruff,  Smith,  Berry,  Mayo,  Orahood,  Rugg,  DeLap,  Swain,  Hedges, 
Montgomery,  Anthony,  Wait,  Elgin,  Hodson,  and  other  well-known 
names,  still  answering  to  roll-call.  To  each  and  all  of  these,  and  to 
those  whose  faces  are  new,  we  extend  our  hand  in  cordial  greeting. 

But  we  must  hasten  to  the  work  in  hand.  The  following  is  a  list  of 
the  proceedings  received  and  included  in  this  review : 

As  we  have  been  very  liberal  to  Iowa,  as  we  like  to  be,  we  close, 
with  best  wishes  for  the  health,  prosperity  and  happiness  of  our  Iowa 
brethren  and  their  abundant  entrance  into  the  '*  Land  of  Rest." 

R.  E.  Sir  John  William  Wells,  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Ke- 
corder  and  Correspondent,  same  as  before. 


KENTUCKY  — 1903. 

Previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Annual  Conclave,  our 
Kentucky  brethren  proceeded  to  church,  with  music,  swords,  staves  and 
banners,  and  there  listened  to  a  sermon,  by  the  Grand  Prelate,  from : 
''  T^t  this  mind  be  in  you  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus.  " 

The  text  is  a  sermon  as  well  as  a  command,  in  itself,  and  the 
preacher  did  the  best  he  could  >yith  it.  We  excerpt  one  sentence : 
"  Being  in  the  form  of  God,  having  God's  glory,  he  did  not  think  the 
being  on  an  equality  with  God  a  thing  to  be  grasped,  held  on  to,  but 
emptied  himself."  This  is  the  most  remarkable  expression,  with  refer- 
ence to  our  Lord,  that  I  have  ever  heard  from  the  pulpit,  save  in  one 
instance,  where  the  alleged  Pilot,  commenced  his  address  with  the  re- 
mark that,  while  it  is  not  generally  known,  the  fact  remains  that  the 
Master  had  a  vein  of  humor  in  His  composition,  that  there  was  an  ele- 
ment of  sarcasm  in  his  question,  to  his  disciples,  Matthew  XII.,   "  Have 
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ye  understood  all  these  things?"  What  a  commentary  on  existing  con- 
ditions in  the  church,  where  no  higher  conception  of  the  character  and 
mission  of  the  Son  of  God,  ohtains  than  the  idea  that  He  is  a  joker ! 

While  our  Kentucky  brother  is  not  so  near  to  blasphemy  as  tlie 
other  fellow,  we  confess  our  utter  inability  to  catch  the  drift  of  his 
meaning,  in  the  last  three  words  of  the  sentence  quoted.  There  may  be 
a  hidden  meaning  that  will  make  good  sense,  as  well  as  good  theology, 
but  we  doubt  it.    Aside  from  this,  the  sermon  will  do  very  well. 

After  the  sermon  and  the  return  to  the  Asylum,  some  welcoming 
speeches  were  made  and  hospitality  lit  $3.00  a  day  received  its  regular 
meed  of  praise,  and  so  on. 

The  Grand  Body  was  then  opened  with  the  following  in  attendance: 
R.  E.  Sir  Frank  U.  Johnson,  Grand  Commander;  £.  Sir  Alfred  H. 
Bryant,  Grand  Recorder ,  all  the  other  members  of  the  staff,  eleven 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  twenty-one  Grand  Representatives,  including 
ours,  Representatives  from  twenty-four  Subordinate  Commanderies  and 
a  multitude  of  Past  Commanders  and  visitors. 

The  address  is  a  voluminous,  but  well  written  resume  of  a  successful 
and  creditable  administration,  but  is  confined,  mostly,  to  matters  of 
local  interest.    We  excerpt : 


The  golden  half  ceutury  celebration  of  Past  (traiui  Commander 
William  Ryan's  wedding,  took  place  in  the  Scottish  Kite  Cathedral, 
Louisville,  May  24,  1902,  and  my  first  official  act  as  Grand  ("ominander 
was  gladly  performed  in  presenting  to  R.  E.  Sir  Knight ''  Daddy  "  Ryau 
and  his  '*  fifty  year  bride  your  good  wishes,  and  laying  the  bag  of  gold 
— which  you  had  intrusted  to  me — at  the  semi-centennial  en«l  of  **  their 
bow  of  promise,"  with  its  varied  hues  of  rejoicing  and  congratulation  of 
friends.  I  was  charged  by  this  happy  and  beloved  couple  to  assure  you 
of  their  abiding  love  and  deep  appreciation  of  your  generous  kindness. 


This  must  have  been  an  exceedingly  pleasant,  delightful  and  proper 
function. 

He  has  much  to  say  anent  the  non-necessity  of  asking  for  dispensa- 
tions to  ballot  ^'  out  of  time,"  where  the  stated  meetings  of  the  Com- 
mandery  occur  every  fortnight,  but,  notwithstanding,  he  allowed  his 
Subordinates  to  railroad  through  108  candidates! 

It  occurs  to  us  that  the  less  said  about  these  matters,  the  better. 
We  have  remarked,  before,  that  the  Subordinate  Comraandery  is  the 
proper  and  best  judge  of  wliat  is  best  to  be  done.  He  remarked,  very 
gravely,  that  he  found  it  very  difficult  to  find  anything  in  the  Statutes  of 
the  Grand  Body  connected  with  Templar  law!  Wonder  what  questions 
their  Code  deals  in  ! 

The  reports  of  his  staff,  as  inspecting  officers,  which  are  included  in 
his  address,  show  the  Order  to  be  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition. 

He  made  five  decisions,  the  fourth  of  which  we  quote: 
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No.  4. — '*  Did  our  Commandery  have  the  power  to  grant  permission 
to  another  Commandery  to  receive  and  ballot  upon  a  petition  after  the 
petitioner  had  been  elected  to  receive  the  Orders  in  our  Commandery  ?'' 

Answer. — I  held  that  they  had  no  such  power,  because  this  would 
be  equivalent  to  withdrawing  the  petition  of  an  elected  candidate.  The 
other  Commandery  could  have  conferred  the  Orders  by  request  of  the 
Commandery  petitioned,  then  the  Sir  Knight  could  have  dimitted  and 
affiliated  with  the  Commandery  conferring  the  Order. 


We  beg  to  dissent,  if  the  election  of  the  candidate,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, was  more  than  six  months  old,  he  was  free  to  petition  any  other 
Commandery,  in  the  jurisdiction  of  which  he  resided,  and  his  relation 
to  the  original  Commandery  resumed  its  original  status.  Had  Com- 
mandery No.  1  rejected  him,  then  she  had  jurisdiction  over  him  for 
three  years,  but  having  elected  him  and  six  months  having  elapsed,  and 
he  removed  from  her  jurisdiction,  she  has  no  further  claim  on  him. 

We  also  clip  the  following: 

In  1898  (Proceed injrs,  page  47)  $100  a  year  for  five  years  was  sub- 
scribed to  the  Centennial  Fund  tor  the  establishment  of  an  Old  Masons' 
Home.  The  Grand  Recorder  assured  me  that  but  one  payment  had 
been  made,  and  I  directed  that  an  order  be  drawn  for  the  balance  ($400) 
due. 

The  Old  Masons'  Home,  as  you  know,  is  situated  one  mile  from  the 
Court  House  in  Shelbyville,  Kentucky,  on  a  tract  of  160  acres  of  land  in 
a  high  state  of  cultivation  ;  there  are  eight  aged  brethren  in  this  home, 
and  I  suggest  that  every  Commandery  select  suitable  books  and  ship 
them  to  the  home  that  our  old  brethren  there  can  have  something  with 
which  to  occupy  their  leisure  hours  and  contribute  somewhat  to  the 
pleasures  of  the  little  that  remains  to  them  in  life. 


An  excellent  portrait  of  the  R.  E.  makes  an  admirable  frontispiece 
to  the  pamphlet.    A  good  face  and  long  head. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  of  local  interest.  Total  member- 
ship, 2,791,  among  them  150  Sky  Pilots.  If  these  do  their  whole  duty 
and  hold  credentials  from  the  Master,  they  ought  to  be  able  to  round  up 
at  least  two  thousand  of  the  2,791. 

The  Treasury  contains  a  cash  balance  of  $1,489.50,  not  enough  to  buy 
a  hotel  in  San  Francisco  and  pay  for  refreshments. 

CORKESPONDENCK 

Is  the  thirtieth  report  from  our  old  and  valued  friend,  Woodrufi*,  and, 
like  the  other  twenty-nine,  is  all  wool  and  a  yard  wide.  Forty-four  Tem- 
plar (irands  pass  in  review  ibefore  this  Dean  of  the  Mutuals,  and  each 
receives  courteous  and  fraternal  attention  at  his  hands.  Mississippi,  at 
Winona,  gets  two  pages  of  pleasant  mention.  We  clip  what  he  says 
about  us,  because  we  want  to : 
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Sir  Knight  E.  George  DeLap,  P.  6.  C,  submits  his  twenty-seventh 
report,  which  is  as  vigorous  and  instructive  as  ever.  Kentucky,  1901, 
obtains  a  three  paged  notice,  so  smoothly  and  charmingly  written,  that 
there  is  scarcely  a  ripple  to  encounter.  Grand  Commander  OrndorflTs 
annual  address  Is  freely  quoted  from  and  the  beautiful  poem  written  by 
Grand  Prelate  John  W.  Landrum  is  reproduced  entire.  He  gives  a  pen 
picture  of  Bro.  Landrum  in  courteous  terms,  and  makes  the  following 
truthful  statements  of  his  talents:  '^  No  doubt  Brother  John  would 
make  a  good  preacher  if  the  Ix>rd  called  him  to  that  work,  and  we  pre- 
sumed he  filled  his  office  of  Grand  Prelate  with  honor  to  himself  and 
the  satisfaction  of  his  brethren. '' 

We  copy  his  conclusion : 

We  regret  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Commanderies  of  Mon- 
tana and  Virginia  have  failed  to  reach  us  up  to  this  writing,  although 
both  Grand  Conclaves  were  held  in  the  month  of  November. 

With  these  lines,  therefore,  we  finish  our  thirtieth  report  on  corre- 
spondence to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Kentucky,  and  with  reverent 
feelings  of  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  gifts  and  graces  for  having  been 
spared  to  enjoy  the  pleasant  companionsnip  of  its  members  so  long,  and 
to  have  discharged  this  congenial  duty  during  all  these  years  in  an 
acceptable  manner. 

In  summing  up  the  printed  matter  comprising  these  correspondence 
reports  we  find  it  has  grown  to  some  thirty-one  hundred  and  fifty  pages 
in  all,  and  we  have  been  encouraged  by  the  kindly  comments  of  our 
fellow  correspondents  to  indulge  the  hope  that  some  of  the  many  words 
in  this  large  volume  may  not  have  been  written  entirely  in  vain,  but 
have  resulted,  in  some  instances,  to  the  benefit  of  individual  Templar 
readers  and  proved  of  some  service  for  the  good  of  our  beloved  Order. 

The  wish  may  be  father  to  the  thought  in  this  respect,  but,  in  any 
event,  it  has  been  our  constant  aim  to  accomplish  these  things,  so  far  as 
the  ability  to  do  so  has  been  given  to  us. 

God  grant  that  our  brother  may  live  to  write  thirty  more  of  these 
papers. 

R.  E.  Sir  George  Alexander  Lewis  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Re- 
corder and  Correspondent,  as  before. 


K  A  N8  AS— 1  903. 

The  Thirty-fourth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  'I'opeka, 
May  12th.  There  were  in  attendance  :  R.  K.  Sir  Thos.  L.  Bond,  Grand 
Commander;  R.  E.  Sir  Thomas  J.  Anderson,  Grand  Recorder;  ten  Past 
Grand  Commanders,  seventy-two  Past  Commanders,  twenty-five  Grand 
Representatives,  and  delegates  from  forty  SuhordiuHte  Connnanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  opens  with  an  eloquent  eulogy  of 
the  principles  and  work  of  the  Order.  He  suggests  the  propriety  of  our 
emulating  the  zeal  and  devotion  "  of  the  militant  founders  of  our  Onler," 
which  is  all  right,  but  had  lie  recommended  us  to  imitate  anything  else 
that  those  ducks  did,  we  should,  at  once,  enter  a  solemn  protest.    There 
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is  no  doubt  about  their  zeal  and  devotion,  but  it  was  "  for  revenue  only," 
and  that  revenue  of  a  mixed  and  somewhat  shady  character. 
We  clip  the  following,  from  his  opening,  which  is  good  : 

In  our  every  day  life,  in  our  intercourse  with  our  fellow  men,  in  the 
performance  of  the  routine  duties  of  life  we  demonstrate  the  extent  of 
our  adoption  of  the  tenets  of  Templar  Masonry  more  than  we  do  by  spec- 
tacular exhibitions  in  prominent  places.  In  his  associations  with  his 
fraters  the  true  Templar  exhibits  the  influence  of  our  Order  by  cheerfully 
extending  the  broad  mantle  of  charity  over  their  frailties,  and  with 
frankness,  candor  and  helpful  intent  eagerly  proffering  assistance 
wherever  the  need  appears.  We  should  be,  and  are  a  band  of  brothers, 
and  the  most  perfect  harmony  should  ever  prevail.  He  who  is  capable  of 
accomplishing  most,  of  giving  the  most  serviceable  counsel  and  assistance, 
is  under  the  highest  obligation  to  do  and  advise. 

He  granted  a  dispensation  for  a  new  Commandery,  which  started 
with  the  fairest  prospects  of  success.  He  granted  several  dispensations 
to  ballot,  remarking  that  this  sort  of  business  is  a  good  one  to  go  slow  at, 
in  which  we  do  not  concur.  The  Subordinate  Commandery  is  much  the 
best  judge,  in  matters  of  this  kind,  as  it  is  intimately  related  to  their 
own  domestic  interest  and  we  think  them  capable  of  guarding  these,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  Order  universal. 

He  visited  not  quite  one-seventh  of  his  Subordinates,  which  is  better 
than  most  of  them  do.    No  decisions.     The  address,  as  a  whole,  is  an  el-^ 
cgant  paper. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and,  mostly,  of  local  interest.  The 
Grand  Recorder  reported  a  gross  gain  of  331  and  a  loss  of  248,  leaving  a 
net  increase  of  83;  total  membership,  3,615.  The  Grand  Treasurer  re- 
ported a  cash  balance  in  hand  of  $3,130.63 ;  Triennial  Fund,  $1,157.91, 
with  which  they  will,  probably,  buy  a  slice  of  the  Palace  Hotel  at  San 
Francisco.  This  is  not  our  business,  but  we  would  not  use  the  cash  that 
way. 

The  roll  of  Grand  Representatives  was  called  and  some  of  them  re- 
sponded, probably,  by  making  a  speech.  We  note  the  absence  of  ''  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi." 

Correspondence  is  the  third  child,  literary,  of  P.  C.  William  M.  Sha- 
ver and,  like  the  other  two,  is  a  really  good  one,  creditable  alike  to  its 
author  and  the  jurisdiction  he  so  ably  represents.  The  report  covers  123 
pages  of  the  pamphlet  and  digests  the  transactions  of  forty-four  Templar 
Legislatures,  in  such  manner  as  is  most  instructive  and  interesting. 
Brother  Shaver's  attention  to  our  pamphlet  is  courteous  and  fraternal 
and  is  of  the  administration  of  Grand  Commander  Howard.  He  says  of 
the  address,  that  it  was  brief  but  interesting ;  characterizes  Speed's  eulogy 
of  President  and  .Sir  Wm.  McKinley,a8  an  eloquent  tribute,  that  Phineas 
M.  Savery,  for  the  Committee  on  Necrology,  testified  to  the  worth  of  the 
departed  Brother  Power,  notes  the  performance  of  the  devotional  offices 
and  the  collection  for  the  orphans  and  the  banner  presentation,  calling 
it  a  "pleasing  incident."    He  says  our  report  is  characteristic,  t^at 
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he  enjoyed  reading  it  (which  is  pleasant  news  to  its  distinguished  au- 
thor.) He  honors  us  and  demonstrates  his  own  good  judgment,  in  quot- 
ing our  remarks  in  regard  to  the  Order  versus  Cork  Legs,  refuses  to  dis- 
card the  old-fasliioned  '*  I^ve  Feast "  as  a  panacea  for  tiie  settlement  of 
quarrels,  claiming  that  there  is  a  remnant  of  the  faithful  still  in  his  bail- 
iwick. If  he  is  right,  we  are  glad,  but  must  he  allowed  to  doubt  the  fact, 
for  the  reason  that  '*  a  fountain  cannot  send  forth  botii  sweet  water 
and  bitter"  and  the  Methodist  Church,  of  our  day,  North  and  South,  is 
not  engaged  in  the  love  feast  business,  class  meetings,  which  were, in  its 
early  days,  the  sinews  of  its  spirituality,  nor  in  anything  else,  much,  ex- 
cept howling  for  money  for  this  and  for  that.  More*s  the  pity.  We  copy 
his  conclusion : 

Kxpressions  and  actions  of  sympathy  at  the  great  loss  sustained  in 
the  untimely  death  of  our  President  and'  Frater,  Sir  William  McKinley, 
and  of  horror  and  detestation  of  the  crime  of  the  dastardly  assassin, 
have  been  so  universal  that  it  did  not  seem  necessary  to  note  them  in 
detail  in  our  review.  Due  notice  and  sympathetic  reference  to  our  be- 
reavement in  the  passingof  our  own  beloved  Past  Grand  Commanders,  Sir 
Knights  Langdon,  Gould  and  Callaham,  have  also  been  so  general  that 
the  same  have  not  been  repeated,  except  in  the  case  of  a  few  testimoni- 
als of  a  purely  personal  character. 

Since  the  settlement  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  dependent 
membership  question,  there  seems  to  be  little  of  a  controversial  nature 
before  the  Grand  Commanderies  and  tlieir  Correspondents,  and  the  re- 
viewer must  content  himself  with  a  simple  detail  of  the  transactions  of 
interest. 

We  append  certain  tables  of  statistical  information  compiled  by  our 
distinguished  frater.  Sir  Benjamin  W.  Kowell,  Grand  Recorder  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Khode  Island,  as  found  in  the 
Proceedings  of  that  Grand  Commandery  for  the  year  1902.  We  desire  to 
express  our  appreciation  of  the  valuable  labors  of  Sir  Knight  Rowell  in 
the  preparation  of  these  tables.  From  these  figures  we  gather  that  the 
whole  number  of  Knights  Templar  in  the  United  States  is,  as  compiled 
from  the  latest  information,  132,356,  and  in  the  world,  139,184.  The 
sources  of  gains  and  losses  have  been  as  follows : 

GAINS.  LOSSES. 

Knighted 9,978        Dimitted 1,700 

Affiliated 1,094        Suspended 2,150 

Restored 554        Died 2,060 

Expelled 27 


Total  gains 11,626  Total  losses 5,937 

Making  a  net  gain  of  5,689. 

R.  E.  Sir  Chas.  J.  Webb  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent,  as  before. 


LOUISIANA— 1903. 

The  Fortieth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  February 
6th.  Present:  R.  E.  Sir  Joseph  J.  Hooper,  Grand  Commander;  K.  K. 
Sir  Richard  Lambert,  Grand  Recorder;  thirteen  Past  Grand  Comman- 
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dere,  fourteen  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  six  Subordi- 
nate Oommanderies.' 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  exceedingly  short,  but  is  a  well 
written  and  an  elegant  paper,  from  a  literary  stand  point.  We  excerpt 
his  opening: 

The  Grand  Commandery  has  again  convened,  and  I  am  gratified  to 
state  that  during  the  year  just  closed  no  discord  has  invaded  our  ranks, 
but  that  love,  harmony  and  knightly  courtesy  have  had  full  sway.  Un- 
der circumstances  so  auspicious,  and  at  a  time  so  eventful  in  tlie  history 
of  our  city  and  State,  I  welcome  all  Sir  Knights  to  our  Asylum,  with  the 
prayer  that  our  Supreme  Grand  Master  may  so  guide  our  deliberations 
that  they  may  not  only  be  a  blessing,  but  tiiat  they  will  be  characterized 
by  that  zeal  and  wisdom  which  will  contribute  to  the  betterment  and 
upbuilding  of  our  valiant  and  magnanimous  Order.  If,  in  the  past  year,  I 
have  made  mistakes  and  fallen  short  of  duty,  as  many  of  us  certainly  have, 
let  us  strive  in  the  new  year  to  reach  the  full  measure  of  our  responsibility 
and  duty,  so  that  when  our  life's  work  is  done,  our  last  battle  fought  and 
our  swords  and  bucklers  laid  aside,  we  may  so  have  lived  as  not  to  be 
afraid  of  death.  All  of  our  Grand  Ofiicer»  and  Past  Grand  Officers,  so 
far  as  1  am  advised,  thanks  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  have  been  preserved 
another  year,  and  are  on  this  side  of  eternity.  Our  proceedings,  soon  to 
be  i>rinted,  will  show  who  of  the  rank  and  file  have  fallen  in  life's  battle 
during  the  past  year,  and  the  Committee  on  Necrology  has  been  en- 
trusted with  the  duty  of  making  a  report  of  our  beloved  and  disting- 
uished dead  in  other  jurisdictions. 

He  made  no  decisions  and  reports  no  dispensations.  He  suggests 
that  if  the  Body  wishes  to  buy  the  ''  Palace  Hotel"  in  San  Francisco,  for 
use  at  the  Triennial,  it  is  time  they  were 

"Up  and  doing, 

With  a  heart  for  any  mate, 
Still  supporting,  still  pursing. 

Learn  to  court  her  and  to  wait." 

We  find  nothing  of  special  interest  in  the  proceedings,  which  were 
mostly  routine.  The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  cash  balance,  in  hand, 
of  $1,050.67.  Grand  Recorder  reports  total  gains  of  76 ;  total  losses,  15, 
which  leaves  a  net  gain  of  61,  which  is  very  good.  Total  membership, 
448. 

There  is  no  report  on  Correspondence,  which,  in  the  light  of  the 
well  known  talent  of  some  of  our  brethren  in  the  Pelican  State,  is  a  great 
outrage.  We  hope  they  are  not  economizing  along  here  in  order  to  have 
the  shekels  with  which  to  buy  that  hotel.  If  we  are  right  and  that  is 
what  ails  the  child,  we  shall  be  compelled  to  put  them  down  among 
those  who  are  "Long  "  on  Triennial  Blow-outs,  and  "Short"  on  Templar 
Lore,  Literature  and  Learning.     A  bad  state  of  afiairs. 

R.  E.  Sir  Henry  B.  Schreiber,  is  Grand  Commander;  R.  E.  Sir  Rich- 
ard Lambert  is  (rrand  Recorder.  R.  E.  Sir  A.  G.  Brice  and  Richard 
Lambert  are  the  Commitee  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  We  beg  to  ex- 
press the  hope  that  they  will  do  their  duty  in  this  regard. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  AND    RHODE    ISLAND— 1903. 

The  Ninety-seventh  Seini-Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of 
Providence,  on  the  26th  of  May,  the  Grand  Officers  all  being  present. 

The  proceedings  were  mostly  of  a  routine  character  and  devoid  of 
outside  interest.  We  are  at  a  loss  to  imagine  why  our  brethren  hold 
semi-annual  sessions,  and  will  be  obliged  to  our  good  Brother  Rugg  if  he 
will  enlighten  us.  To  be  sure  it  is  none  of  our  business,  but  we  always 
did  have  an  inquiring  mind,  hence  the  query. 

The  Ninety-seventh  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  Hub  of  the 
Universe,  i.e.,  Boston,  October  30th.  There  were  present,  R.  E.  Sir  George 
R.  Kenyon,  Grand  Commander ;  E.  Sir  Benjamin  W.  Rowell,  Grand  Re- 
corder; all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  including  three  Grand  Lecturers, 
fourteen  Past  Grand  Commanders,  the  Grand  Commander  of  Maine,  a 
host  of  visiting  Knights  and  delegates  from  each  of  the  forty-seven  Sub- 
ordinate Commanderies.  This  last  is  remarkable,  as  it  has  never  come 
under  our  observation  before. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  comparatively  short  and 
contains  nothing  of  general  interest.    We  excerpt  his  opening: 

Dbar  Fratbrs:  Again  we  are  assembled  in  Annual  Conclave,  and 
another  year  has  passed  into  history.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  meet  and  extend 
to  you  all  a  cordial  and  courteous  greeting.  It  seems  fitting  at  this  time 
that  we  cast  a  retrospective  glance  over  what  has  been  done,  and  con- 
sider those  things  for  the  future  that  may  enhance  the  welfare  and  con- 
tinued prosperity  of  the  Institution  we  cherish  with  so  much  pride  and 
satisfaction.  Let  us,  first  of  all,  acknowledge  with  grateful  hearts  the 
manifold  blessings  vouchsafed  to  us  by  the  Divine  Ruler,  and  offer  our 
tlianks  for  His  tender  care  and  merciful  indulgence,  through  which  we 
are  enabled  to  meet  and  commune  together  to-day  in  the  spirit  of  har- 
mony and  goodfellowship. 

As  time  goes  on,  and  we  have  older  grown,  the  ties  that  bind  us  in  our 
love  and  frendship  grow  stronger  and  more  enduring.  Though  not  per- 
mitted, perhaps,  to  meet  as  often  as  we  feel  the  warm  fraternal  grasp  of 
the  hand  and  hear  the  glad  voice  of  our  Fraters,  the  pleasures  of  memory 
are  ever  with  us,  and  we  feel  more  deeply  and  keenly  the  cordial  esteem, 
respect,  and  fellowship  of  those  who  have  so  long  jorneyed  with  us  in  the 
paths  of  Knighthood.  Some  have  been  enfeebled  by  the  infirmities  of 
age.  Some  have  been  called  from  earth  to  the  higher  life,  and  we  hold 
in  our  memories  a  bright  and  pleasing  recollection  of  their  good  quali- 
ties, enduring  friendship,  and  manly  virtues. 

He  pays  proper  tribute  to  the  memory  and  merit  of  the  magnani- 
mous dead.  His  dispensations  were  of  the  usual  brand,  including  some 
half  dozen  ''  Pilgrimages.''  Looking  at  his  portrait,  which  adorns  the 
pamphlet,  we  are  unable  to  reconcile  the  lofty  intellect,  so  apparent  in 
the  Grand  Commander's  phiz,  with  this  untimely  and  inappropriate  use 
of  that  much  abused  word,  but  the  fact  remains  that  they  WILL  do  it! ! 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  local.  Total  membership,  14,082, 
a  gain  of  379.  Grand  treasury  contained  a  net  cash  balance  of  $8,855.20, 
A  nice  sum,  but  San  Francisco  will  make  it  sick,  next  year.    We  nota 
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that«the  Committee  on  Credentials  ignored  the  existence  of  those  useful 
and  valuable  adjuncts,  the  Grand  Representatives,  and  the  Grand  Com- 
mander did  not  mention  the  Triennial !  ! 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Is  the  seventeenth  in  regular  succession,  from  the  brain,  pencil  and 
scissors  of  our  Reverend  friend  and  brother,  Rugg  and  comes  up  to  the 
standard  of  the  best  of  these  papers.  His  opening  covers  several  pages, 
so  is  too  long  "  for  our  columns,''  but  it  is  good  and  instructive.  The 
report  covers  130  pages  and  considers  the  transactions  of  most  of  the 
*  Templar  Bodies  of  the  world,  our  own,  atBiloxi,  included.  Brother  Rugg 
devotes  nearly  five  pages  to  our  proceedings,  made  up  of  clippings  and 
sensible  comments  thereon.  We  copy  the  following,  which  was,  no 
doubt,  a  surprise  to  our  Bay  State  brethren  : 

We  call  attention  to  the  fact,  which,  perhaps,  will  be  a  little  surprising 
to  some  of  the  Sir  Knights  to  whom  we  address  this  paper,  that  Missis- 
sippi pays  out  more  money  per  capita  for  educating  the  masses,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  population,  than  any  other  state. 

He  characterizes  the  tribute  of  our  Fred  to  the  Knightly  dead  ,  as 
glowing,  and  copies  a  part  of  it.  Of  your  distinguished  committee  he 
says : 

The  volume  of  Proceedings  has  increased  value  and  interest  because 
it  contains  a  report  on  Correspondence  (  82  pp.)  by  Frater  K.  (t.  DeLap, 
who  does  the  work  of  a  reviewer  in  his  own  unique  way,  and  is  never 
dull  or  obscure  in  his  writing.  We  copy  his  opening  words  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi. 

Of  the  use  of  the  word  ''pilgrimage"  he  remarks: 

The  word  "pilgrimage,"  as  commonly  applied  in  our  time  to  the 
pleasant  excursions  of  Commanderies,  does  not  correspond  with  its  orig- 
inal use.  It  would  be  better  to  "let  up"  on  the  word;  yet  it  is  not 
misleading  in  its  present  use,  for  the  application  of  "  pilgrimage"  to 
Templar  journeying  and  excursions  is  well  understood  by  all  members  of 
the  Order.  All  the  same,  however,  we  agree  with  Frater  DeLap  that 
it  were  better  to  select  another  term. 

Of  our  mild  and  conciliatory  manner  of  criticism,  he  says:* 

Of  course  he  does  not  expect  to  be  taken  too  seriously  in  his  adverse 
criticisms.  While  there  is  a  vein  of  wholesome  suggestion  in  the  para- 
graph quoted,  it  may  well  be  remembered  that  there  was  a  thoughtful, 
generous  hospitality  exercised  at  Louisville  which  did  not  go  into  the 
bills.  So  far  as  the  present  writer  has  knowledge,  there  was  no  attempt 
at  extortion.  The  hotels  maintained  their  regular  rates  and  did  their 
best  to  meet  the  wants  of  their  guests. 

You  are  right,  Brother  Rugg.  We  never  mean  to  be  obstreperous 
or  unkind. 
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We  copy  his  *'  Conclusion  "  in  full : 

When  the  wise  teacher  came  to  the  summing  up  of  his  statements 
and  suggestions  in  the  book  of  Kcclesiastes,  he  said  :  *'  Let  us  hear  the 
conclusion  of  the  whole  matter:  Fear  God  and  keep  His  Command- 
ments, for  this  is  the  whole  duty  of  man."  This  was  the  keynote  of  re- 
ligion under  the  olden  dispensation.  The  standard  of  human  duty  thus 
indicated  has  never  been  abrogated. 

A  teacher  much  wiser  t)ian  the  author  of  Ecclesiastes,  even  Jesus, 
the  Christ,  was  once  asked  the  question :  "  Which  is  the  great  Com- 
mandment in  the  law? "  His  answer  was :  ^' Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord 
thy  (rod  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind. 
Tliis  is  the  first  and  great  Commandment.  '  And  the  second  is  like  unto 
it :  thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.  On  these  two  Command- 
ments hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets." 

Obedience  to  this  law  of  love  constitutes  applied  Christianity.  Con- 
formity thereto  on  the  part  of  a  member  of  the  Templar  Order  furnishes 
highest  evidences  of  his  fidelity  to  the  professions  he  has  made.  Thus  does 
he  prove  himself  to  be  a  witness  for  Christ  and  a  true  Sir  Knight.  First, 
last,  and  always,  he  must  appreciate  his  personal  responsibility  and  his 
personal  duty.  Could  the  mighty  Templar  host  be  impressed  with  this 
thought,  then,  indeed,  would  the  Order  have  a  wonderful  augmentation 
of  power  and  usefulness,  for  each  of  its  members  would  count  as  an  act- 
ive soldier  in  the  army  of  the  Lord. 

Most  of  all  it  is  needed  that  we  should  apply  Templary  to  our  hearts 
and  lives.  It  comes  to  us  with  the  prestige  of  chivalric  days,  when  the 
Knights  of  the  Temple  made  so  bright  a  record.  Their  faith  and  cour- 
age show  out  conspicuously  in  a  darkened  age.  In  many  respects  they 
represent  an  attractive  quality  of  manhood — specially  in  the  protection 
they  gave  to  the  weak  and  helpless,  and^heir  frequent  offices  of  mercy 
and  love.  There  is  no  question  as  to  the  inspiration  which  comes  from 
the  recalling  of  those  chivalric  characters  and  deeds.  And  so  all  down 
the  way  in  Templar  history  we  may  note  a  like  illustration  given  by  those 
who  have  been  leaders  and  teachers  and  builders  in  the  Institution. 
These  have  wrought  faithfully,  sometimes  building  better  than  they 
knew,  and  they  have  held  the  Order  to  its  Christian  foundation.  In  our 
own  most  prosperous  time  let  us  not  forget  that  other  men  have  labored 
and  we  have  entered  into  their  labors  ! 

Appreciating  present  resources  and  responsibilities,  and  present  op- 
portunities as  well,  the  Sir  Knights  of  to-day  should  hear  and  heed  the 
call  that  comes  to  tliem  out  of  the  past,  and  prove  themselves  worthy  of 
the  heritage  they  have  received.  Thus  may  the  faith  and  fealty  of  the 
fathers  be  renewed  in  the  high  ideals  and  noble  purposes  which  ought 
ever  to  animate  the  entire  membership  of  the  Templar  Order ! 

''  The  shadows  lengthen,  years  and  centuries  go. 
The  Fathers  do  their  work  and  then  retire." 

"  The  past  is  theirs,  the  future  ours ;  and  we 
Must  learn  and  teach.  Oh,  may  our  record  be 
Like  theirs.  *  *  ♦  » 

They  had  no  model ;  but  they  left  us  one." 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Henry  W.  Ruoo, 
October,  1903,  •  Correspcfndent 

R.  E.  Sir  Freeman  C.  Hersey,  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 
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MA  I  NE--1903. 

The  Fifty-Becond  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Portland, 
May  7th.  There  were  present:  R.  E.,  Frederick  Plaisted,  Grand  Com- 
mander; R.  E.  Sir  Stephen  Berry,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand 
Officers,  thirteen  Past  Grand  Commanders,  a  multitude  of  Past  Eminent 
Commanders,  twenty-five  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from 
nineteen  out  of  the  twenty  chartered  Commanderies  in  the  Jurisdiction. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  simply  Maine  Templar  lit- 
erature, which  is  enough  praise  for  it.,  lie  opens  as  follows: 

The  great  clock  in  the  chamber  of  the  Omnipotent  never  stands  still ; 
it  ticks  off  the  years  as  it  has  ticked  off  the  centuries ;  soon  it  will  strike 
the  hour  and  another  year  in  the  history  of  the  Grand  Comiiiandery  of 
Maine  will  begin. 

With  heart  filled  with  gratitude  to  the  Supreme  Commander,  who  in 
His  infinite  wisdom  doeth  all  things  well,  for  the  manifold  blessings 
which  He  has  vouchsafed  unto  us  as  men  and  as  Templars  during  the 
year  that  has  passed,  I  cordially  welcome  you,  Sir  Knights,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  Fifty-second  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Maine. 

I  congratulate  you  upon  the  successful  completion  of  the  most  pros- 
perous year  in  the  history  of  Templar  Masonry  in  Maine.  Good  will  and 
harmony  everywhere  prevail  within  our  borders.  Our  membership  has 
had  a  substantial  increase.  Our  old  Commanderies  are  in  a  flourishing 
condition  and  new  ones  are  seeking  to  gain  admittance. 

The  returns  for  the  present  year  show  a  net  gain  of  242  and  a  total 
membership  of  4,071  of  the  21  Commanderies.  One  new  Commandery 
has  been  chartered  and  a  dispensation  issued  to  form  one  other  since 
the  last  annual  conclave. 

He  pays  eloquent  and  deserved  tribute  to  the  memory  and  worth  of 
the  knightly  dead,  especially  to  those  very  distinguished  Masons  and 
Templars,  Josiah  H.  Drummond  and  Edward  P.  Burnham.  These  most 
beloved  Fraters  were  too  well  known  to  require  commendation,  or 
eulogy  at  our  hands,  and  we  simply  endorse  all  the  good  that  has  been, 
or  may  be  said  of  them. 

He  constituted  one  new  Commandery  and  issued  a  dispensation  for 
another.  He  issued  quite  a  batch  of  dispensations,  most  of  them  allow- 
ing his  Subordinates  to  pay  and  receive  visits  from  adjoining  bailiwicks, 
and  under  the  nom  de  plume  of  "  Pilgrimages, "  a  word  that  seems  to 
have  taken  root  in  New  England,  and  is  flourishing  like  a  (irreen  Bay 
tree,  much  to  our  surprise.  The  term  applied  to  a  Templar  jaunt,  is 
certainly  a  misnomer,  as  its  ordinary  meaning  is,  a  devotional,  or  irk- 
some journey.  As  there  is  very  little  devotion,  as  well  as  irksomeness 
in  one  of  these  "Tea  Parties  "  we  respectfully  suggest  that  the  style  be 
amended  by  striking  out  the  word  ''pilgrimage*'  and  inserting  ** pic- 
nic," "  outing,"  "  blow-out,"  anything  in  fact  but  pilgrimage!  We  note 
that  our  Maine  brethren  are  less  inclined  to  uniformed  piety,  than  they 
are  to  pilgrimages,  so  called,  which  preference  shows  their  good  judg- 
ment, in  our  opinion. 
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We  quote  substance  of  one  of  his  decisions,  the  query  being  as  fol- 
lows: 

A  Commandery  received  an  application  from  a  companion  who  was 
a  member  of  a  Chapter  which  was  not  under  its  Jurisdiction,  but  under 
the  concurrent  Jurisdiction  of  two  other  Commanderies.  The  Com- 
mandery receiving  the  application  applied  to  one  of  the  Commanderies 
for  a  waiver  of  Jurisdiction  and  the  request  was  refused.  I  was  asked  to 
decide  whether  the  Commandery  that  received  the  application  could, 
after  having  been  refused  by  one  Commandery,  then  apply  for  a  waiver 
to  the  other  Commandery  having  concurrent  jurisdiction,  and  if  granted 
would  the  waiver  be  sufficient. 

HLs  decision  was  that  the  refusal  of  the  first  Commandery  to  waive, 
closed  the  deal. 

It  occurs  to  us  that  if  the  applicant  resided  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Commandery  to  which  he  applied,  that  the  question  of  his  Masonic 
home,  or  where  his  Chapter  or  Blue  Ix)dge  membership  is,  outs  no  ice  at 
all.  If  he  lived  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Chapter  to  which  he  belongs, 
then  the  refusing  Commandery  did  right;  if  he  did  not,  she  did  the 
otiier  wav. 

He  noted  the  fact  that  the  Eminent  Commander  of  one  of  his  Subor- 
dinates, had  asked  for  and  obtained  a  dimit,  thus  vacating  his  office,  and 
remarks  that  opinions  differ  as  to  the  right  of  any  one  of  the  three  first 
officers  of  a  Commandery  to  sever  their  connection,  officially,  with  their 
commands,  in  tliat  way.  He  adds  that  the  matter  will,  probably  receive 
attention  at  San  Francisco  next  vear.     It  occurs  to  us  that  a  sensible 

mf 

interpretation  of  the  existing  law,  is  all  that  is  required.  It  strikes  us 
plainly  meaning  that  only  death,  Masonic  discipline  and  the  time  limit 
of  his  term  can  sever  the  official  relations  between  those  three  qfficera 
and  their  command,  hence  we  would  have  decided  that  the  whole  thing 
was  unlawful  and,  therefore,  void. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  of  local  interest,  mostly.  The 
Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash  balance  in  hand  of  $4,091.36,  General 
Fund,  and  $302.74,  Triennial  Fund.  This  latter  is  mighty  small  potatoes 
with  which  to  buy  a  hotel  in  San  Francisco,  but  it  is  likely  it  will  be  re- 
inforced from  the  General  Fund. 

Grand  Secretary  Berry's  report  contains  but  eight  lines  and  is  the 
soul  of  brevity.  It  is  pleasant  to  come  across  a  man  that  has  sense 
enough  to  quit  and  say,  Amen,  at  the  proper  time.  If  the  disease  would 
become  epidemic  among  the  Sky  Pilots,  a  long  suffering  people  would 
rejoice,  with  exceeding  great  joy. 

Total  membership,  4,071,  a  net  gain  of  242. 

Correspondence  is  the  work  of  Grand  Recorder  Berry,  reviews  the 

minutes  of  nearly  all  of  the  Templar  legislative  bodies  and  is,  as  usual, 

an  excellent  report.     We  excerpt  his  opening,  in  which  he  defends  the 

earlier  members  of  the  Order.     As  Stephen  seldom  says  anything  that  is 

devoid  of  interest,  we  commend  this  to  your  careful  reading,  assuring 
you  that  you  will  be  wiser  after  than  before  reading: 
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To  the  R.  K,  Grand  Commandery  of  Maine  : 

"  Open  your  mouth  and  shut  your  eyes, 
and  see  what  Zeus  shall  send  you," 

says  Aristophanes. 

The  reviewer  cannot  tell  what  he  is  to  write  about  until  he  sees 
what  is  in  the  volumes  before  him. 

One  thing  which  impresses  itself  strongly  is  how  little  the  body  of  the 
fraternity  appreciate  the  character  of  the  Order  which  they  claim  to  rep- 
resent. Most  of  them  seem  to  form  their  idea  of  it  from  the  description 
in  Ivanhoe.  In  that  novel  Scott  depicts  all  the  faults  and  vices  of  the 
Templars  and  hardly  alludes  to  their  virtues.  A  similar  description  of 
the  other  monastic  orders  of  that  day  would  make  fully  as  })lack  a  pict- 
ure, yet  we  know  that  the  worthy  were  as  numerous  as  tiie  unworthy, 
and  that  from  them  has  come  down  our  religion  of  to-day.  Undoubt- 
edly the  author  is  correct  in  his  history,  ior  a  comparison  of  other  of  his 
historical  novels  with  Froissart  shows  that  he  was  very  faithful  to  liis 
authorities.  Yet,  although  our  Fratres  take  their  ideas  of  the  Order 
from  Ivanhoe,  it  never  seems  to  strike  them  that  the  Order  was  not  pure 
and  honorable,  but  that  further,  they  look  on  Ivanhoe  and  Kichard  Coeur 
de  Lion  as  eminent  patrons  of  the  Order  and  name  Communderies  after 
them.  Not  only  is  that  the  case  with  the  less  thoughtful,  but  the  chiefs 
of  the  Order  are  guilty  of  the  same  lapses,  for  the  distinguished  commit- 
tee who  presented  a  testimonial  to  one  Past  Grand  Master  selected  a 
statuette  of  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion  for  him. 

No  one  can  admire  Richard  more  than  we,  or  love  the  novel  of  Ivan- 
hoe more  dearly,  but  we  do  like  consistency,  and  in  Templar  matters  we 
wish  them  to  view  things  from  a  Templar  standpoint.  The  Order  had 
its  faults,  but  it  had  also  great  virtues,  and  its  virtues  \ye  >hould  re- 
member and  celebrate.  We  should  not  class  the  killing  of  Saracens  as  a 
virtue  nowadays,  but  it  was  different  then.  For  five  hundred  years  or 
more  the  Saracens  had  been  killing  Christians  as  religious  duty,  and 
sometimes  had  come  perilously  near  to  sweeping  over  Europe  and  de- 
stroying the  Christian  religion.  Wlien  we  see  what  the  Christian  citv 
of  Constantine  now  is,  we  can  see  what  we  should  have  been  if  Islam  had 
prevailed. 

The  Order  of  the  Temple  was  established  to  protect  Christians  in  the 
Holy  Land,  where  they  had  a  right  to  be  as  against  the  Saracen,  and  a 
right  to  visit  as  against  the  Jew,  and  nobly  they  performed  their  duty, 
and  the  way  they  fought  and  rode  to  their  deaths,  bridle  to  bridle,  on 
many  a  bloody  field,  may  well  win  our  admiration.  Armies  of  them 
died  in  defence  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  for  them  the  historians 
have  no  censure.  Let  us  take  them  for  our  exemplars  and  emulate  their 
virtues. 

• 

Bro.  Berry  devotes  less  than  two  pages  to  our  doings  at  Biloxi,  in 
which  he  quotes  Bro.  Speed's  eulogy  of  Judge  Drummond.  We  copy 
his  entire  review  of  our  report  for  the  purpose  of  remarking  that  we 
have  as  much  faith  in  human  nature,  members  of  the  church,  or  our 
Orders,  as  the  circumstances  of  each  case  warrant,  and  we  can  do  no 
more.  It  is  easy  to  distinguish  between  the  tinsel  and  dross  of  hypoc- 
risy and  the  gold  of  iieart  service. 

Speaking  of  Mississippi,  he  says  : 

The  correspondence  fills  eigbtv-two  pages  and  is  the  work  of  Sir 
Enoch  George  DeLapi  who  reviews  forty-three  JuriBdictioni, 
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Reviewing  Maine,  he  thought  we  meant  to  imply  by  our  quotation 
tliat  he  was  irreverent.  Not  so :  we  only  wish  to  point  out  how  little 
faith  he  has  in  the  profession  of  either  church  members  or  Templars, 
wliich  we  regard  as  too  sweeping  a  judgment,  although  we  conceded  his 
right  to  an  opinion,  and  therefore  made  no  comment. 

His  report  is  as  spicy  as  usual,  and  he  continues  as  correspondent. 

R.  E.  Sir  Frederick  C.  Thayer  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  the  same  as  before. 


M  ARYLA  N  D— 1903. 

The  Thirty-second  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Novem- 
ber 25th.  There  were  in  attendnnce:  R.  £.  Sir  Kt.  Charles  Clark, 
Grand  Commander;  £.  Sir  John  Henry  Miller,  Grand  Recorder;  eigh- 
teen Past  Grand  Commanders,  three  other  Past  Grand  Officers,  twenty- 
two  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  twelve  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies  and  a  multitude  of  Past  Commanders.  Nearly  all  the  Grand 
Officers  of  the  District  of  Columbia  were  visitors  and  were  heartily  wel- 
comed. 

Grand  Commander's  address  is  comparatively  short  and  confined, 
mostly,  to  local  matters.     We  clip  his  opening : 

It  is  with  feelings  of  knightly  greeting  I  welcome  you  to  this,  our 
Thirty-second  Annual  Conclave.  But  before  engaging  in  the  duties  of 
the  evening,  let  us,  as  Christian  Knights,  bow  our  heads  in  deep  grati- 
tude to  our  Blessed  Immanuel,  who  has  so  abundantly  blessed  us,  and 
let  our  hearts  be  filled  with  songs  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  Him 
that  we  are  permitted  once  more  to  meet  in  Annual  Conclave  and  legis- 
late for  the  good  of  our  beloved  Order. 

Our  Order  is  in  a  healthy  and  flourishing  condition  and  it  is  grati- 
fying to  me  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  membership  of  nearly  all  our 
Subordinate  Commanderies  is  largely  on  the  increase.  Peace  and  har- 
mony prevail  throughout  the  entire  Jurisdiction,  and  so  it  should  ever 
be,  for  then  we  are  able  to  assist  our  grand  institution  in  working  out 
its  peaceful  ends  of  good  will  to  man  and  peace  on  earth. 

Proper  tribute  is  paid  to  the  mpmory  and  worth  of  the  knightly 
dead,  both  of  his  own  and  sister  Jurisdictions. 

He  issued  the  usual  batch  of  dispensations  for  the  usual  purposes, 
with  which  we  find  no  fault  at  all.  He  made  no  decisions.  His  portrait 
adorns  the  pamphlet.    We  speak  advisedly. 

Proceedings  were  local  and  routine.  Grand  Recorder  reported  col- 
lections of  $1,780.  Total  membership,  1,354,  a  gain  of  (>8.  Grand  Treas- 
urer reported  a  cash  balance  in  hand  of  $1,20(>.97. 

CORRKSPON  HENCE 

Is  the  fourth,  in  regular  succession,  from  our  good  friend  and 
brother,  Grand  Recorder  John  Henry  Miller,  and,  like  tlie  other  three. 
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is  up  to  the  Maryland  standard  of  Templar  literature,  and  that  is  saying 
enough.     It  covers  eighty-seven  pages  of  the  pamphlet  and  considers  the 
minutes  of  most  of  the  Templar  family  of  Grands. 
Under  Alabama  we  find  this: 

He  does  not  believe  a  Roman  Catholic  can  be  a  good  Mason  and  a 
consistent  member  of  his  church,  although  Frater  Elgin,  of  Texas,  de- 
clares he  has  often  sat  with  them  in  open  Lodge. 

He  does  not  seem  to  be  a  great  admirer  of  "  reformer  "  (  ?  )  Brown, 
of  Georgia,  who  took  forty-two  pages  to  tell  his  Masonic  history  and  how 
he  discovered  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Georgia  had  no  charter,  which 
it  did  not  need,  and  then  wished  to  cut  clown  the  report  on  correspond- 
ence to  twenty-five  pages.  He  says :  ''This  '  mare's  nest '  was  exploited 
for  a  sensation."  And  we  fully  agree  with  him,  as  Frater  Brown's  ad- 
dress could  have  been  cut  down  to  six  pages  knd  been  a  much  better 
document  and  thereby  have  saved  the  cost  of  printing  thirty-six  pages, 
had  he  been  anxious  to  economize. 

Hit  him  again ! 

Bro.  Miller  devotes  nearly  four  pages  to  our  proceedings  at  Water 
Valley,  copies  copiously  from  our  report  of  that  year,  which  shows  that 
he  knows  a  good  thing,  when  he  sees  it,  and  does  his  best  to  save  it. 
While  he  makes  but  little  comment,  what  he  does  say  is  all  kind,  cour- 
teous and  knightly,  and  we  appreciate  it. 

We  copy  his  finis: 

CONCLUSION. 

Again  our  task  is  completed,  and  we  are  now  ready  to  take  up  our 
other  work  in  preparing  for  the  Annual  Conclave  of' the  Grand  Com- 
mandery. 

Again  we  bespeak  the  kind  indulgence  of  our  Fratres,  as  these  pages 
were  prepared  during  our  spare  time  at  our  business  office,  which  is  not 
the  best  place  in  the  world  to  collect  our  ideas  and  write  such  a  report. 
However,  it  is  the  best  we  can  do  under  the  circumstances,  and  hope  it 
will  receive  the  same  courteous  treatment  as  those  that  have  preceded 
it  from  our  pen. 

We  close  with  tlie  following  beautiful  poem  from  the  pen  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Maltbie  D.  Babcock,  formerly  of  Baltimore,  who  died  suddenly  tlie 
first  of  the  year  while  traveling  in  Europe  for  the  benefit  of  his  health, 
which  covers  the  last  page  of  the  pamphlet : 

EMANCIPATION.' 

■  Why  be  afraid  of  death,  as  though  your  life  were  breath  ? 
Death  but  anoints  your  eyes  with  clay.    Oh,  glad  surprise! 
Why  should  you  be  forlorn?    Death  only  husks  the  corn. 
Why  should  you  fear  to  meet  the  thresher  of  the  wheat? 
Is  sleep  a  thing  to  dread  ?    Yet  sleeping  you  are  dead 
Till  you  awake  and  rise,  here  or  beyond  the  skies. 
Why  should  it  be  a  wrench  to  leave  your  wooden  bench  ? 
Why  not  with  happy  shout  run  home  when  school  is  out? 
The  dear  ones  left  behind!     O,  foolish  one  and  blind, 
A  day  and  you  will  meet — a  night  and  you  will  greet. 
This  is  the  death  of  death,  to  breathe  away  a  breath 
And  know  the  end  of  strife,  and  taste  the  deathless  life. 
And  joy  without  a  fear,  and  smile  without  a  tear. 
And  work,  nor  care  to  rest,  and  find  the  last  the  best. 
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R.  E.,  Wm.  J.  Cunningham,  is  Grand  Commander ;  £.  Sir  John  H. 
Miller,  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


MICHIGAN  — 1903. 

The  Forty-seventh  Annaal  was  held  in  the  city  of  Sault  Ste  Marie, 
June  9th.  There  were  in  attendance:  R.  £.  Sir  James  Findlater, 
Grand  Commander;  R.  E.  Sir  Henry  L.  Anthony,  Grand  Recorder;  six- 
teen Past  Grand  Commanders,  a  long  list  of  Past  Commanders,  and  del- 
egates from  forty-six  Subordinate  Commanderies  out  of  forty-seven. 

The  opening  was  preceded  by  a  couple  of  speeches,  along  the  usual 
lines.  The  address  of  the  R.  E.  is  an  exhaustive  resume  of  a  rather  la- 
borous  administration,  and  we  find — later,  that  it  covers  forty-one  pages 
of  the  pamphlet,  and  that  an  excellent  portrait  of  its  author  makes 
the  frontispiece  of  that  document.  We  copy  a  part  of  his  "opening 
chorus" : 

We  are  at  that  point  where  the  past  and  future  join  in  that  which 
we  call  "  the  fleeting  present.''  If  we  could,  as  did  Josliua,  effectually 
command  the  sun  to  stand  still,  and  could  stay  the  swinging  pendulum 
of  time,  we  might  then  mark  themarrow  line  of  the  present,  but  other- 
wise we  cannot,  so  infinitesimal  is  it.  Even  the  space  of  the  fleeting 
breath  is  past  before  we  can  consider  it  and  we  cannot  tell  of  present 
happenings  until,  by  the  narration,  ^e  make  of  them  the  history  for  all 
future  time. 

The  present  then  being  the  junction  of  the  past  and  future,  it  fol- 
lows that  it  must  either  be  a  rider  on  or  a  "  dutchman  "  in  the  joint.  As 
the  present  is  all  that  we  have  to  call  our  own,  and  in  which  to  make 
preparation  for  the  future,  in  both  worlds,  the  station  assigned  it  in  the 
economy  of  nature  and  the  construction  of  the  Grand  Commander's 
Address,  is  not  commensurate  with  its  importance,  but  this  cannot 
be  helped.  Appropriate  and  just  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and 
merit  of  the  magnanimous  dead,  both  of  his  own  and  sister  Jurisdic- 
tions. 

He  issued  a  multitude  of  dispensations,  and  for  all  sorts  of  purposes, 
but  all  in  the  usual  line.  He  refused  several,  among  them  some  that  we 
would  have  granted. 

His  decisions  were  unimportant.  Many  pages  are  taken  up  by  re- 
ports from  inspecting  officers  and,  from  their  tenor,  we  are  glad  to  say 
that  the  Order  is  in  excellent  shape  in  that  bailiwick.  The  address,  as 
a  whole,  is  an  excellent  paper. 

The  proceedings  were  devoid  of  general  interest,  being  mostly 
routine. 

The  Grand  Recorder  reported  a  gross  gain  of  521  and  a  loss  of  247 
and  a  net  gain  of  274.    Total  membership,  6,381. 
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The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  receipts  of  S5,33o.25  ;  cash  balance  in 
liand,  $7,599.40. 

Correspondence  is  the  fifth  offence  of  our  valued  friend  and  brother, 
Henry  Anthony,  reviews  the  transactions  of  forty-four  Templar  legisla- 
tures, in  his  usual  instructive  and  interesting  style.  Mississippi,  at 
Biloxi,  included.  His  attention  to  our  minutes  is  very  pleasant  and 
fraternal.  He  has  a  pleasant  word  for  this  committee  and  others,  all  of 
which  is  appreciated.     We  copy  his  **  Conclusion :  " 

Again  our  work  for  the  year  is  finished.  We  are  fullv  cognizant  of 
its  incompleteness.  Our  duties  in  the  field  of  our  daily  labor  have  been 
many  and  in  consequence  we  were  not  able  at  times  to  give  tliis  work 
the  attention  that  it  deserves,  but  without  further  apology  "  Such  tis  I 
have  give  I  unto  you." 

At  this  writing  many  of  the  returns  from  our  Commanderies  for 
11^3  are  in  my  hands  and  I  note  with  pleasure  the  steady  growth  in 
membership.  The  same  holds  true  in  other  jurisdictions,  in  conse- 
quence the  influence  of  the  Order  is  ever  on  and  on  in  a  continually  wid- 
ening circle. 

Very  few  discords  are  reported  and  even  where  they  have  appeared, 
under  the  wise  leadership  of  Knightly  men  they  liave,  like  an  April 
shower,  quickly  disappeared  and  tlie  sun  of  prosperity  and  happiness 
continues  to  shine. 

The  grim  Reaper  has  thrust  in  his  sickle  and  gathered  from  the  rankH 
of  this  Grand  Conimandery,  Eminent  Sirs  Charles  T.  Hills  and  JefierBon 
S.  Conover,  both  being  men  who  added  in  their  lifetime  to  the  honor 
and  glory  of  Templary. 

The  year  is  gone.  It  has  in  the  natural  order  of  things  been  cherk- 
ered  with  good  and  evil,  joy  and  sorrow,  l^et  us  forget  the  evil  and  the 
sorrow,  and  cherish  in  our'  hearts  the  memory  of  the  good,  and  that 
happiness  in  which  we  each  have  had  some  share. 

R.  E.  Sir  Thomas  E.  Borden  is  Grand  Commander;  R.  E.;  II.  L.  An- 
thony is  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent,  as  before. 


MINNESOTA— 1903. 

The  Thirty-eighth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Minneapolis,  April 
29th.  There  were  present:  R.  E.  Sir  Roland  H.  Hartley,  G.  C;  all  the 
Grand  Of!icerB,except  the  Senior  Grand  Warden, thirteen  PastGrand  Com- 
manders, one  PastGrand  Captain  General,  a  number  of  Past  Commanders, 
thirty-two  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  twenty-nine  Sub- 
ordinate Commanderies,  a  total  attendanceof  one  hundred  and  fourteen. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  quite  lengthy,  covering 
over  forty  pages ;  is  well  written  but  devoid  of  special  interest  to  out- 
siders. Proper  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  magnanimous  dead 
of  the  Order,  including  our  own  P.  G.  C.  Meade. 

The  greater  part  of  the  address  is  made  up  of  the  reports  of  hisstaflT 
as  inspecting  officers,  and  this  inspection  seems  to  have  been  quite  thor. 
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ough,  developing  the  fact  that  the  Order  is  in  a  healthy  condition  in  that 
precinct. 

His  dispensations,  while  quite  numerous,  were  all  for  proper  pur- 
poses. Mis  decisions  were  sound,  except,  possibly,  that  the  signature  of 
*'John  Smith,  Eminent  Commander,  is  the  same  as  for  a  judge  to  sign 
himself,  John  Brown,  Hon.  Judge;  or  John  Brown,  His  Excellency, Gov- 
ernor!" We  are  constrained  to  confess  our  inability  to  concur  in  thiis 
most  remarkable  deliverance. 

We  excerpt  a  part  of  his  conclusion,  which  is  rather  long : 

Silently  and  noiselessly  the  slow  night  of  ignorance  melts  into  the 
day.  The  dawn  of  brotherhood  begins  to  break  grandly  over  the  Eastern 
liills.  Tiie  world  is  awakening  to  the  divine  truth  that  mankind  is  one 
great  family.  We  are  coming  to  an  understanding  that  all  things  are 
related.  Though  much  diversity  and  complexity  appear  on  the  surface, 
there  is  unity  at  the  center — that  all  is  a  part  of  and  dwells  within  the 
Kternal  One— the  everlasting*'  I  Am." 

The  tiniest  leaf  of  the  great  tree  far  up  against  the  sky,  feeling  the 
life  that  stirs  in  all  the  trunk  and  branches,  looks  down  to  the  smallest 
rootlet  penetrating  far  under  the  earth  and  says  :  *'  I  am  of  thee ;  we 
Hre  one,  for  one  life  and  one  spirit  are  in  us  and  permeate  us  both. 

The  little  spark,  struck  by  the  miner's  pick  down  in  the  deep  cham- 
bers of  the  earth,  flashes  up  towards  the  great  sun  in  the  heavens  and 
says:    "  I  am  from  thee;  we  are  one." 

The  mountain  pool,  hidden  far  up  among  the  sheltering  rocks,  looks 
over  at  the  vast  ocean  and  says :  "  W^e  are  one ;  I  mirror  upon  my 
bosom  the  same  sky  and  Htafs  that  are  mirrored  upon  thy  bosom ;  we 
are  one." 

The  mountains  and  the  foothills,  the  valleys  and  the  plains  are  one. 
All  the  continents  and  Islands  of  the  globe  are  one,  from  the  same  parent 
earth,  washed  by  the  same  vast  ocean.  All  political  divisions  and  geo- 
graphical names  are  but  arbitrary.  The  lands  are  brothers  and  the  seas 
are  sisters.  One  parent  is  above  all.  One  principle  of  life  sustains  and 
animates  all. 

We  are  inclined  to  dissent  from  some  of  the  teachings  of  the  above, 
but  as  they  are  not  calculated  to  do  any  great  harm,  and  as  it  is  very  hot 
and  sultry,  we  let  it  pass. 

A  portrait  of  the  Right  Eminent  makes  an  admirable  frontispiece  to 
the  pamphlet.  AVe  do  not,  however,  take  kindly  to  the  festoons  of  braid 
on  his  uniform.  It  is  possible  that,  if  it  suits  his  taste,  there  is  no  kick 
due  from  me,  hence  we  will  not  prolong  the  discussion. 

The  proceedings,  as  usual,  were  mostly  local,  routine  and  devoid  of 
general  interest.  The  Grand  Recorder  reported  a  net  gain  in  member- 
ship of  109  and  a  total  niembership  of  2,907. 

Tlie  Grand  Treasurer  reported  collections  of  $2,364.25,  disbursements 
of  §2,445.26,  and  a  cash  balance  in  liand  of  $2,414.05. 

COKRKSI'ONDENCK 

Covers  78  pages  of  the  pamphlet,  notices  the  minutes  of  nearly  all 
the  Templar  Grands,  is  very  chary  ot  personal  comments,  by  its  author. 
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and  is  tlie  work  ol'  our  old  and  valued  friend  and  brother,  P.  G.  C.  Mont- 
gomery. His  clippings  are  of  the  best,  but  there  he  stops,  the  only 
original  matter  there  is  in  the  report,  being  his  conclusion  and  an  occa- 
sional line  in  the  body  of  the  report,  all  of  which  is  wrong,  entirely  so. 
Brotlier  M.  devotes  two  pages  to  our  pamphlet  for  1903.  We  copy 
from  his  conclusion : 

Like  all  other  Correspondents  we  heave  a  sigh  of  relief  when  the  last 
pamphlet  is  reviewed.  Unfortunately,  owing  lo  the  fact  that  our  annual 
conclave  meets  about  the  time  one-half  the  others  are  held,  their  pro- 
ceeding are  over  a  year  old  before  our  review  of  them  is  printed,  hence 
not  as  tresh  as  that  of  others  meeting  in  the  fall.  For  this  reason  their 
review  of  our  proceedings  appears  stale,  as  they  go  back  two  years  often, 
but  of  course  this  ciinnot  be  helped.  Several  things  have  not  been  men- 
tioned in  the  body  of  our  review  that  we  will  refer  to  here.  First,  the 
universal  expression  of  horror  and  sorrow  at  the  death  of  our  beloved 
frater  President  McKinley,  and  intense  indignation  against  the  villain 
who  murdered  him,  and  all  of  his  class.  Allusion  is  made  to  this  in  ev- 
ery address  and  generally  a  circular  letter  was  sent  to  every  Comman- 
dery,  as  was  done  in  Minnesota.  Then  the  deaths  reported  from  our 
jurisdiction  of  Sir  Knights  Cole,  Randall,  Farmer,  Thompson  and  Mun- 
ger  are  included  in  nearly  every  list  of  the  honored  dead,  so  far  as  we 
can  recall,  for  which  we  return  thanks. 

R.  E.  Sir  Samuel  S.  Livingston  is  Grand  Commander;  (trand  Recor- 
der and  Correspondent  same  as  before. 


MISSOURI  —  1903. 

The  Forty-second  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  St.  Ix>uis,  April 
21  St.  There  were  present :  R.  E.  Sir  John  P.  Eaton,  Grand  Commander  ; 
R.  E.  Sir  William  Mayo,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers, 
except  Sir  George  M.  McGuire,  Grand  Captain  General,  whose  station 
was  draped  in  mourning.     Peace  to  his  ashes. 

There  were  also  in  attendance  Representatives  from  all  the  Char- 
tered Commanderies,  save  one,  made  up  of  fifty-four  Commanders,  forty- 
six  Generalissimos,  thirty-eight  Captain  Generals,  or  their  proxies, 
thirteen  Past  Grand  Commanders,  one  Deputy  Grand  Commander  \  P  ), 
forty-two  Past  Commanders  and  thirty  (irand  Representatives.  A  very 
respectable  gathering  not  alone  as  to  intelligence  and  individual  worth 
but  also  as  to  numbers. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  quite  lengthy,  covering 
thirty  pages,  and  is  a  well  written  resume  of  asuccensful  administration. 
It  is  mostly  local  in  its  references.  He  issued  a  multitude  of  dispensa- 
tions, but  all  for  proper  purposes. 

He  also  made  quite  a  number  of  decisions,  nearly  all  of  them,  how- 
ever, are  connected  with  their  local  statutes  and  regulations.  One  of 
them  has  reference  to  the  matter  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  a  rejected 
candidate,  and  this  one  we  quote: 

At  a  regular  Conclave  of  Oriental  Commandery,  No.  35,  Knights  Tem- 
plar, at  Kansas  City,  at  which  I  wa^  present,  the  patent  or  certificate  of  a 
Knight  Templar,  made  so  in  a  Priory  of  the  same,  was  presented  to  Em- 
inent C'Ommander   with  the  statement  that  the  owner  was  a  citis^n  of 
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Kansas  City,  and  had  received  the  Orders  in  Cape  Town,  South  Africa, 
and  aslced  what  was  his  status  toward  a  Comtnandery  of  Knights  Tem- 
plar in  this  country.  The  Commander  referred  it  to  me  and  asked  for  a 
ruling.    I  thereupon  investigated  and  communicated  with  him  as  follows: 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  January  16,  1908. 

Thomcu  A,  Milbuni,,  Commander  Oriental  Commanderyy  No.  35,  KnighU  Tem- 
plar,  KanMJi  City,  Mo.: 

Dbak  Sir  and  Eminent  Fkatbk: — It  appears  that  in  September,  1898, 
Companion  A.  B.  petitioned  Oriental  Commandery  for  the  degrees  and 
was  rejected.  The  hiw  of  the  Grand  Encampment  at  that  time  gave  a 
(/Oinmandery  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  a  rejected  candidate,  but  in 
1898,  at  Pittsburg,  the  law  was  amended  to  read  as  follows:  (  Title  29, 
Section  4.)  "  The  petition  of  a  rejected  candidate  cannot  be  acted  upon 
by  another  Commandery  at  any  time  within  three  years  after  such  rejec- 
tion, nor  unless  the  petitioner  has  resided  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Commandery  for  three  years,  without  the  consent,  by  unanimous  ballot 
of  the  one  by  which  he  was  rejected." 

The  date  of  the  patent  or  certificate  from  the  Priory  at  Cape  Town 
of  Companion  A.  B.  being  in  1899,  and  he  having  resided  in  Kansas  City 
until  December,  1897,  degree  was  conferred  upon  him  illegally,  the  con- 
sent of  Oriental  still  being  necessary  to  confer  jurisdiction.  Cape  Town 
consequently  had  no  right  to  entertain  petition.  Companion  A.  B. 
therefore  stands  as  irregularly  and  illegallv  made,  and  is  thereby  not  en- 
titled to  recognition  or  to  visit  any  Templar  body  in  this  jurisdiction. 

Courteously, 

John  F.  Eaton. 

While  the  decision  may  be  right,  as  the  law  stands,  yet  we  should 
have  ruled  that  the  brother  was  now  in  good  standing,  owing  to  a  change 
in  the  statutes  touching  on  this  matter. 

He  recommended  that  each  retiring  Grand  Commander  should  be 
presented  with  a  Past  Grand  Commander's  jewel,  not  for  the  intrinsic 
worth,  or  value  thereof,  but  simply  for  buucomb.  He  also  remarked  that 
Missouri  was  one  of  tlie  few  states  that  do  not  do  this  sort  of  thing,  a 
statement  not  in  accord  with  our  observation  of  the  various  pamphlets. 
On  the  contrary,  unless  we  are  much  mistaken,  a  large  majority  of  them 
do  not  indulge  in  this  luxury.  However,  where  they  have  the  cash  to 
pay  the  fiddler,  they  have  the  right  to  indulge  themselves  as  they  please. 

He  has  a  word  of  strong  commendation  for  their  Masonic  Home,  also 
a  few  for  the  World's  Fair  of  next  year  and  a  Fraternity  Building  thereat. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  local  as  usual.  Grand  treasurer 
reported  a  cash  balance  of  $6,489.94.  Grand  Recorder  reported  a  total 
membership  of  5,043,  a  gain  of  255. 

Correspondence  is  the  finished  production  of  our  esteemed  friend 
and  brother,  Grand  Recorder  Mayo,  who  has  been  many  years  in  the  lit- 
erary harness  and  has  never  presented  a  poor  report  or  failed  in  the 
proper  performance  of  his  obligations  as  a  Templar  and  a  christian  gentle- 
man. His  attention  to  our  doings  at  Water  Valley  is  very  full  and  fra- 
ternal. He  quotes  largely  from  Grand  Commander  Jones'  address,  the 
minute  of  the  devotional  offices  and  the  collection  made  there,  and'from 
our  report,  all  of  which  is  extremely  gratifying. 

We  copy  bis  statistical  table,  with  many  thanks : 
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t  Error,  should  be  810. 


X  Error,  aboald  be  198,095. 
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R.  E.  Sir  Emanuel  F.  Hartzell  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 


MONTANA  — 1903. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Butte,  September  15tli. 
There  were  present:  K.  K.  Sir  Joseph  H.  Hindson,  Grand  Commander;  £. 
Sir  Edward  D.  Neill,  Grand  Recorder;  hH  the  balance  of  the  staff,  five 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  six  Past  Commanders,  seventeen  Grand  Rep- 
resentatives and  delegates  from  eight  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  well  written  resume  of  a  rather 
successful  and  creditable  administration.  We  excerpt  his  opening  cho- 
rus : 

One  year  ago,  when  my  worthy  predecessor  stood  before  you  and  de- 
livered his  address,  we  were  under  probably  the  darkest  cloud  which 
has  ever  overshadowed  the  sunlight  of  this  great  and  growing  nation. 
Our  hearts  were  downcast  and  saddened  by  the  heinous  crime  that  had 
just  robbed  us  of  our  foremost  citizen.  Time,  the  great  healer  of  all  sor- 
rows, has  poured  balm  upon  tiiis  wound,  and  to-day,  with  full  confidence 
in  the  wisdom  and  strength  of  him  who  succeeded  our  martyred  Temp- 
lar, we  meet  again  in  the  broad  daylight  of  general  prosperity  through- 
out the  land,  with  no  cloud  to  mar  the  pleasure  of  grasping  the  hand  of 
the  loved  frater  with  whom  it  is  not  our  privilege  to  see  much  of  except, 
upon  occasions  like  the  present. 

The  olive  branch  of  peace  has  been  extended  over  South  Africa,  and 
the  bloodiest  war  of  modern  times  brought  to  a  happy  termination.  I^t 
us  hope  that  the  United  States  government  may  follow  the  example  of 
our  cousins  across  the  Atlantic,  nnd,  in  the  near  future,  bring  to  a  suc- 
cessful close  the  troubles  now  existing  in  the  Philippines,  and  with 
such  closing  of  hostilities,  may  we  hope  and  pray  for  the  speedy  "ad- 
vent of  that  glorious  day,  when  sw^ords  shall  be  beaten  into  plowshares 
and  spears  into  pruning  hooks.  When  nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword 
against  nation,  neither  shall  they  learn  war  any  more,"  so  that  when 
the  time  for  our  next  Annual  Conclave  shall  have  arrived,  we  may  truly 
say,  peace  reigneth  supreme  over  the  whole  world. 

I  cannot  help  but  feel  that  it  is  meet  and  right  at  this  time,  to  ex- 
press our  heartfelt  gratitude  to  the  Great  Captain  of  our  Salvation,  for 
the  miraculous  recovery  and  restoration  to  comparative  health,  of  him 
who  for  so  many  years  has  been  closely  and  actively  connected  with  the 
great  Masonic  Brotherhood.  Needless  to  say  that  I  allude  to  King 
Edward.  In  his  restoration  we  truly  recognize  the  hand  of  a  kind 
Providence,  who  has  spared  to  a  loving  people  the  life  of  one  who  holds 
such  a  warm  place  in  their  hearts,  placed  on  the  highest  pinnacle  of 
political  and  social  power,  the  noblest  among  the  noble,  the  cultured 
gentleman,  the  generous  friend,  the  faithful  Freemason,  we  pray  that 
he  may  be  spared  for  many  years  to  rule  over  the  destinies  of  that  vast 
empire  of  which  he  is  the  acknowledged  head,  inspired  with  the  wis- 
dom, gentleness  and  loving  kindness  of  her,  upon  the  news  of  whose 
deatli  an  aching  void  was  felt  in  the  cottage  as  well  as  the  palace,  for 
the  name  of  Queen  Victoria  will  ever  stand  for  all  that  is  noble,  truest 
and  best. 
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We  are  disposed  to  say  Amen  to  aH  the  above  except  the  anglopho- 
bian  reference  to  King  Edward,  a  reference  born  of  a  spirit  of  toady- 
ism, we  are  roach  afraid.  It  is  news  to  us  that  Kdward  the  VII,  or  any 
other  of  the  principal  rulers  of  the  world,  now  or  in  the  past,  have  ever 
made  a  conspicuous  showing  of  their  Masonic  lore,  or  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Order  any  more,  and  often  not  near  80  much,  as  many  of 
those  to  fortune  and  fame  unknown,  hence  our  regret  that  a  man,  be- 
cause he  is  a  king,  or  a  potentate  of  any  sort,  should  be  paraded  before 
the  world  as  something  above  the  average,  both  as  a  man  and  as  a  Mason, 
Templar,  or  whatnot.  We  do  not  suppoHe  that  our  Brother  Hind  man  in- 
tended to  toady,  but  that  sort  of  a  thing  is  what  it  is  to  be  a  toady,  and 
we  do  not  like  it.  It  is  glory  enough  for  me  to  be  an  American  citizen, 
a  Sovereign  among  Sovereigns,  and  are  not  going  to  take  a  back  seat  for 
any  little  kinglet  that  comes  along.  Personally,  we  feel  the  kindest 
towards  King  Edward,  and  all  our  KngUsh  cousins,  and  would  rather 
see  him  boosted  up  as  a  great  Masonic  luminary,  if  he  could  not  work 
his  way  into  a  Lodge  of  K.  A's,  than  to  see  the  honor  accorded  to  any 
other  ruler  across  the  big  pond.  It  is  not  the  man  that  we  object  to  but 
the  principle. 

He  made  no  decisions,  issued  but  one  dispensation,  appointed  a  lot 
of  Grand  Representatives,  reported  a  number  of  visits  made  by  him 
to  the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  made  several  recommendations,  and 
closed. 

Under  the  head  of  recommendations,  we  find  this : 

While  General  Order  No.  2,  relating  to  Ascension  Day  services,  has 
been  lived  up  to,  I  find  the  manner  of  so  doing  not  in  accordance  with 
the  teachings  of  our  Order,  as  I  understand  them.  In  one  instance  the 
swords  were  left  in  the  Asylum,  and  in  another  the  whole  uniform, 
while  in  several  others  no  Templar  service  was  used.  Now,  if  we  are 
going  to  attend  divine  service  as  Knights  Templar,  let  us  do  so  in  a 
manner  befitting  the  dignity  of  the  institution,  in  full  uniform,  and  in 
^11  instances  the  Templar  service  should  unquestionably  be  used.  I 
would,  therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  a  resolution  making  the  use 
of  the  adopted  service  ritual  obligatory. 

We  infer  from  this  that  the  Right  Eminent  is  in  favor  of  putting  on  all 
the  style  possible  in  the  alleged  religious  services  on  Ascension  and  other 
days,  and  to  this  we  desire  to  solemnly  object.  Swords  and  plumes, 
gaudy  uniforms  and  fuss  and  feathers,  are  all  out  of  place  in  God's 
house.  Humanity  has  little  to  entitle  them  to  cut  a  swell  in  the  courts 
of  the  Lord's  house,  and  it  would  be  wise  if  this  fact  was  not  lost  sight 
of  quite  so  often.  However,  it  does  no  good  to  talk.  "  Ephriam  is 
joined  to  idols,  let  him  alone." 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  of  local  interest.  Grand  Recorder 
reported  a  total  membership,  of  497,  a  gain  of  37. 

Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash  balance  in  hand  of  $1,391.93,  ac- 
count of  General  fund,  and  $163.28,  account  Triennial  fund.  $1H8.28  will 
go  but  a  short  distance  in  paying  for  forty-rod-red-eye  and  segars  for 


54  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

the  occasion  referred  to,  and  the  amount  will  have  to  be  increased.  We 
hope  our  brother,  Cornelius,  will  be  able  to  attend,  next  time,  and  we 
should  regret  it  if  there  were  not  sufficient  tanglefoot  to  go  around.  We 
believe  our  friend  is  a  Presbyterian,  in  which  event  a  small  allowance 
will  carry  him  through  ! 

CORRB8PONDEMCB. 

This  admirable  paper  is  the  work  of  the  gray  matter  of  that  same 
Cornelius,  and  there  are  no  flies  on  it,  from  start  to  finish,  from  Genera- 
tions to  Revolutions. 

Like  Israel  among  the  Nations,  Cornelius  stands  alone  in  this  field, 
in  the  excellence  of  his  productions  and  the  entire  absence  of  scissors 
and  paste. 

Bro.  Cornelius  devotes  a  page  and  a  half  to  Mississippi,  at  Winona, 
and  we  copy  the  moat  important  of  his  deliverances.  His  reference  to 
Bro.  Power  is  touching  and  very  fraternal.     And  this  is  what  he  says : 

The  printed  pioceedings  are  more  attractive  in  contents  than  ap- 
pearance. There  is  a  fine  engraved  likeness  of  the  sainted  and  beloved 
Grand  Recorder,  John  L.  Power. 

Only  ten  days  later  than  the  death  of  our  martyred  President,  while 
the  country  was  bowed  in  deepest  sorrow,  the  angel  of  death  came  to 
the  relief  of  Sir  Knight  Power  and  conducted  his  enfranchised  spirit 
to  the  mansions  of  light.  An  Emergent  (yonclave  assembled  at  Jackson, 
September  25,  1901,  to  perform  the  solemn  serviceH  of  burial.  We  re- 
member our  brother  well,  having  first  met  him  at  the  Denver  Triennial, 
where  our  Grand  Commandery  occupied  adjoining  quarters  at  Brown's 
hotel.  His  sunken  cheeks  impressed  us  then  that  ne  was  in  poor  health 
and  could  not  long  survive.  But  we  could  not  estimate  the  strength  of 
the  brave,  active  spirit  that  dwelt  within  that  fragile  frame.  Brother 
Power  for  many  years  had  been  a  ministering  angel  to  the  sick  and 
needy,  facing  death  in  its  most  pestilential  forms  and  caring  for  orphans 
with  parental  affection.  Heaven  is  his  home  and  weA  may  his  brethren 
mourn.  No  monument  that  can  be  raised  over  his  grave  can  so  perpet- 
uate his  memory  among  those  now  living  as  the  familiar  record  of  his 
self-sacrificing  devotion  to  deeds  of  mercy  and  charity. 

The  choice  for  Sir  Power's  successor  now  appropriately  fell  upon  Sir 
Frederic  Speed,  widely  known  beyond  the  limits  of  Mississippi  ae 
an  orator,  writer  and  Masonic  lawyer.  His  eulogy  of  President  McKin- 
ley  is  worthy  of  the  orator  and  his" subject.  A  loud  Amen!  comes  from 
Montana. 

We  are  glad  to  note  the  large  amount  of  Christian  charity  that  our 
brother  carries  in  stock,  and  confess  that  we  are  about  as  far  the  other 
way. 

R.  E.,  Edward  H.  Brewster,  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 


NEBRASKA  — 1903. 

The  Thirty-first  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Omaba» 
April  23d.    Present:  R.  E.  Sir  Frank  E.  Buliard,  Grand  Commander;  R. 
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E.,  Sir  FraDcisE.  White,  Grand  Recorder;  ^11  the  other  Grand  OfiBcers, 
except  the  Senior  Warden  and  the  Standard  Bearer;  thirteen  Past  Grand 
Coinmandere,  a  long  list  of  Past  Commanders,  twenty-six  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives and  delegates  from  twenty-one  of  the  twenty-five  Subordinate 
Comm^nderies. 

We  note,  with  much  satisfaction,  the  absence  of  buncombe  welcom- 
ing speeches  and  an  extended  eulogy  of  the  original  Templars. 

The  Grand  Commander's  Address  is  very  short,  but  well  written. 
As  he  probably  said  all  he  had  to  say,  we  are  not  disposed  to  grumble  at 
the  brevity  of  the  effort. 

His  opening  chorus  is  good,  and  we  copy : 

Most  cordially  do  I  greet  you  at  this,  the  opening  of  our  thirty-first 
Annual  Conclave,  profoundly  grateful  for  the  privilege  of  again  clasping 
the  hands  of  friends  and  fraters,  tried  and  true. 

The  year  has  ticked  away  its  months  and  weeks,  and  days  and  hours, 
and  to  many  of  us  the  time  has  come  when  our  greatest  pleasure  is  in 
the  retrospect,  rather  than  in  looking  forward  to  anything  life  may  yet 
have  in  store  for  us.  We  still  may  have  ambitions,  but  if  so,  the  failure 
of  their  realization  will  not  bring  as  much  bitterness  as  it  might  have 
done  two  or  three  decades  ago;  the  pace  of  the  age  has  become  too  tre- 
mendous for  us,  and  even  were  we  equal  to  it,  ti^e  gain  which  might  be 
won  would  hardly  bring  the  satisfaction  we  may  have  at  some  time 
dreamed  of. 

Let,  therefore,  the  younger  brethren  strive  witli  strenuousness,  and 
wishing  them  all  the  success  their  effort  merits,  charge  them  to  prf^serve 
their  lionor,  their  devotion  to  the  brotherhood,  and  to  he  never  forget- 
ful of  the  spirit  of  true  benevolence.  These  are  the  mighty  principles 
capable  of  lifting  up  humanity,  and  of  carrying  it  forward  to  deeds  of 
more  exalted  usefulness.  Success  won  on  other  lines  is  in  reality  humil- 
iation and  defeat. 

He  granted  three  dispensations  to  ballot  out  of  time,  etc.,  dne  of 
them  to  ballot  on  a  petition  at  a  called  conclave,  which  was  wrong,  being 
unlawful. 

The  proceedings  are  devoid  of 'general  interest.  Treasury  balance, 
13,531.18.  Grand  Recorder  reported  collections  of  $2,014.47.  Total  mem- 
bership, 1,821,  a  gain  of  86. 

Correspondence  is  the  perfect  ashlar  of  our  good  brother  Past  Grand 
Commander  White;  covers  110  pages  of  the  pamphlet,  reviews  the  trans- 
actions of  most  of  the  Templar  family  of  Grands,  Mississippi  coming  in 
for  her  full  quota  of  courteous  and  fraternal  attention.  We  excerpt  a 
part  of  his  opening  : 

The  Order  of  the  Temple  is  in  a  prosperous  condition  throughout 
the  world ;  a  few  weak  places  are  shown,  but  there  are  not  enough  of 
them  to  detract  very  much  from  the  general  prosperity.  The  memory 
of  the  illustrious  dead  of  our  Order  is  carefully  preserved,  and  tributes 
of  respect  are  paid  the  Sir  Knights  who  have  gone  before.  So  far  as  our 
own  jurisdiction  is  concerned,  we  are  criticised  by  some  for  permit- 
ting, a  few  years  ago,  special  dispensations  to  be  issued  to  Com- 
manderies  to  receive  or  ballot  upon  petitions  M  special  conclaves.    The 
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law  of  the  (vrand  Encamp  mtyit  does  not  permit  such  dispensations.  Some 
complaint  is  made  because  our  Grand  Commanders  approve  amend- 
ments to  by-laws  of  chartered  Coinmanderies,  but  many  Grand  Com- 
manders o(  other  jurisdictions  do  the  same  thing.  The  law  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  prohibits  Grand  Commanders  from  approving  by- 
laws of  chartered  commanderies,  but  is  silent  on  the  subject  of  amend- 
ments; and  until  the  Grand  Encampment  .takes  further  action  in  the 
matter,  we  believe  we  can  continue  along  these  same  lines,  if  we  desire 
to  do  so.  We  are  also  taken  to  task  for  collecting  dues  from  Knights 
Templar  who  have  not  received  the  Order  of  Malta.  Here  again  we  are 
in  the  best  of  company,  for  many  other  jurisdictions  collect  dues  in  sim- 
ilar cases.  With  the  above  noted  exceptions  our  Grand  Commandery 
appears  to  be  well  and  favorably  considered  by  the  moulders  of  Templar 
opinion,  the  able  corps  of  reviewers. 


Brother  White,  in  his  review  of  our  pamphlet,  lets  nothing  escape 
his  attention.  He  commends  the  address  of  Grand  Commander  McKay, 
the  address  of  our  Fred.,  or  rather  his  eulogy  of  the  knightly  dead,  re- 
marking that  *'  it  is  among  the  best  things  we  have  found  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  several  Grand  Oommanderies.'^  As  Fred,  is  already  quite 
vain,  we  doubt  the  wisdom  of  making  this  clipping.  He  devotes  nearly 
two  pages  to  the  report  of  this  committee,  says  a  number  of  pleasant 
things  about  it,  agrees  with  us  in  many  things,  and  makes  no  serious 
objection  to  the  balance,  which  pleases  us,  and  is  an  evidence  of  his  per- 
spicacity and  good  judgment.     We  clip  the  following: 

Nebraska  for  1902  is  fraternally,  though  briefly,  reviewed  by  Frater 
DeLap.  He  says  Grand  Commander  Davidson's  address  is  very  short 
and  barren  of  matters  of  general  interest.  That  his  portrait  makes  a 
nice  frontispiece,  although  his  moustache  is  longer  than  required  by 
the  "  Regulations."  He  wants  to  know  why  it  is  customary  in  this  juris- 
diction to  place  a  number  after  the  name  of  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Commandery,  and  says  that  we  should  either  give  some  good,  sensible 
reason  for  its  continuance,  or  quit  it.  For  his  information  we  will  state 
that  the  number  is  placed  after  the  name  of  a  member  of  the 'Grand 
Commandery  in  order  to  show  the  identity  of  the  Sir  Knight.  In  a 
great  and  prosperous  State  like  Nebraska,  there  are  a  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Commandery  who  have  the  same  names,  and  by  plac- 
ing the  number  of  the  Commandery  after  a  name  we  have  no  trouble  in 
telling  which  one  is  intended.  Again,  it  helps  to  locate  the  individual 
member.  If  this  explanation  is  not  satisfactory,  we  will  either  quit  us- 
ing the  numerals  or  attempt  another  explanation. 

We  thank  the  good  frater  for  what  he  says  about  our  report,  and 
fully  agree  with  what  he  says  about  some  of  our  members  preferring 
such  literature  as  "The  Deserted  Brick  Kiln  or  The  Pirate's  Lair"  to 
our  review.  He  says  we  seem  to  think  the  world  is  growing  better,  and 
as  we  revel  in  such'unprecedented  optimism  he  will  let  us  have  our  own 
way  about  it. 

Your  explanation  and  apology  are  accepted,  and  we  will  consider 
the  incident  closed.  It  is  too  hot  to  ask  our  brother  to  hunt  up  another 
explanation,  although  the  one  he  oflfers  is  a  trifle  shaky.  If  there  were 
any  Smiths  in  the  Grand  Body,  it  would  be  all  right,  and  it  would  be 
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necessary  to  tag  them  in  order  to  tell  'tother  from  which^  but  there 
seeras  to  be  a  paucity  of  that  honored  name  around  there. 

Our  brother  is  nearly  as  sparing  of  scissors  and  paste  as  is  our  old 
friend,  Cornelius,  of  Montana,  and  you  can  imagine  how  much  labor 
and  gray  matter  it  took  to  construct  110  pages  of  as  sound  sense  and  ele- 
gant literature  as  you  can  find  anywhere  in  the  same  space.  We  only 
wish  that  we  could  do  half  as  well.  As  it  is  so  hot,  we  will  copy  his 
conclusion  and  say  good  bye  to  Bro.  White: 

The  following  is  his  conclusion  : 

We  have  taken  great  pleasure  in  visiting  with  the  various  Grand 
Commanderies  reviewed,  and  have  included  every  American  Grand 
Commandery  and  all  foreign  Grand  Commanderies/ whose  proceedings 
have  been  received. 

In  concluding  our  report  we  are  still  trying  to  live  on  the  sunny 
side  of  tlie  street,  and  believe,  as  before,  that  the  world  is  getting  better. 
Each  year  brings  more  good  than  evil  to  mankind,  and  of  this  goodness 
we  are  certain  the  Order  of  the  Temple  contributes  something.  As  an 
organization  we  are  based  upon  the  teachings  of  the  Savior  of  the  world, 
and  to  the  thinking  man,  principles  are  presented  that  stir  to  their  pro- 
foundest  depths  all  that  is  pure,  holy,  and  good  in  his  nature.  The  im- 
pressions received  are  never  wholly  lost  or  forgotten,  but  continue  to 
exert  an  influence  for  good,  some  of  it  so  far  reaching  that  it  can  not  be 
measured  or  detertnined.  No  organization  is  cherished  and  loved  by  its 
members  as  is  the  Order  of  the  Temple;  no  Order  has  a  better  past, 
and  none  a  more  promising  future.  Keeping  these  facts  in  mind,  let  us 
continue  to  labor  and  add  our  individual  mite  to  the  good  work. 

R.  E.  Sir  Fred  W.  Vaughan  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Reporter  as  before. 


NORTH   DAKOTA  — 1903. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Fargo, 
January  15th.  There  were  in  attendance :  R.  E.  Sir  Thomas  Baker,  Jr., 
Grand  Commander;  V.  E.  Frank  J.  Thompson,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the 
other  Grand  Officers,  five  Past  Grand  Commanders,  five  Past  Command- 
ers, nineteen  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  eight  Subordi- 
nate (vommanderies. 

The  address  of  the  Right  Eminent  is  a  well  written  epitome  of  his  ad- 
ministration, in  which  we  find  but  little  of  general  interest.  He  reports 
peace  and  a  good  measure  of  prosperity  and  remarks,  incidentally,  that 
**The  outloojv  for  Knight  Templarism,  in  North  Dakota,  is  bright,  etc." 
W^e  beg  to  protest  against  the  use  of  the  word,  "  Templarism,"  for  the 
very  good  and  sufficient  reason  tl»at  the  Order  of  the  Temple  is  not  an 
"  ISM,"  in  any  sense.  The  expression  is  a  new  one  and  what  lunatic 
coined  the  word  "Templarism,"  we  do  not  know.  What  we  do  know, 
however,  is  that  he  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  himself! 
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He  also  reports  the  purchase  of  the  Palace  Hotel  in  San  Francisco^ 
as  headquarters  at  next  Triennial.  This  is  likewise  remarkable,  because 
a  (irand  Commandery  that  is  able  to  purchase  a  hotel,  ought  to  be  able 
to  indulge  in  the  necessity  of  a  correspondence  report.  This  is  another 
case  where  the  Grand  Body  is  long  on  buncombe  and  short  on  litera- 
ture.   Among  his  recommendations  we  find  this : 

And  I  would  further  recommend  that  each  Eminent  Commander 
insist  that  his  Captain  General  give  such  instructions  in  the  military 
side  of  our  Order  as  will,  at  least,  enable  the  Sir  Knights  to  handle  their 
swords  with  ease  and  grace. 


We  are  unable  to  imagine  what  the  Captain  Generals  of  the  Subor- 
dinate Commanderies  have  done  to  offend  the  Right  Eminent,  that  he 
should  thus  consign  them  to  mutilation  and  a  lingering  death,  as  it  is  a 
physical  impossibility  for  any  one  man  to  so  drill  the  rank  and  file  that 
they  will  all  handle  their  swords  with  either  grace  or  ease!  On  the  con- 
trary, you  cannot  find  two  hundred  Templars,  unless  you  pick  them  out, 
that  some  of  them  will  not  menace  the  life  and  limbs  of  those  near  them, 
when  handling  their  '*  trusty  claymores !" 

He  expressed  regret  tliat  he  could  not  accompany  the  Grand  Com- 
mander of  Minnesota  on  a  '*  Pilgrimage"  in  search  of  the  "  Holy  Grail," 
but  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  sundry  Commanderies  in 
that  Jurisdiction. 

The  proceedings  are  devoid  of  special  interest.  Cash  balance  in 
treasury,  was  $1,144.31,  General  Fund,  and  $324.65in  the  Triennial  Fund, 
hardly  enough  of  the  latter  to  pay  for  the  hotel. 

The  Grand  Recorder  reported  receipts  of  $872.00  against  $516.00  the 
year  before  ;  83  knighted  this,  against  22  last  year.  Total  membership, 
690,  a  net  gain  of  73,  which  is  very  good.  Now,  if  they  will  come  to  the 
front  with  a  correspondence  committee  and  a  report  from  it,  they  will 
be  able  to  sport  an  air  of  respectability. 

R.  E.  Sir  Robert  M.  Carothers  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Re- 
corder continued. 


NEW   H  A  MPSHIRE-1903. 

The  Fifty-sixth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Concord, 
September  29th.  There  Wf  re  in  attendance:  R.  E.  Sir  Frank  L.  Sanders, 
E.  Sir  Frank  D.  Woodbury,  (trand  Recorder,  fourteen  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders, twenty-six  Grand  Representatives,  a  multitude  of  Past  Com- 
manders, and  delegates  from  ten  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  a  business  paper  and  is  de- 
voted entirely  to  matters  of  local  interest.  Three  iiieiiibers  of  the  Grand 
Body  he  reported  as  having  been  mustered  out  by  the  hand  of  death. 
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Proper  tribute  is  paid  to  their  memory  and  to  the  memory  and  worth  of 
the  magnanimous  dead  of  the  world. 

He  visited  and  inspected  most  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies. 
His  dispensations  were  for  tlie  usual  visits,  '*  pilgrimages"  and  *^sich/' 
no  particular  harm  in  them  except  the  criminal  use  of  the  word  "  pil- 
grimage," and  the  necessity  that  exists  up  there,  to  obtain  your  neigh- 
bor's permission  before  you  set  out  to  pay-  him  a  visit !     He  remarks : 

September  24,  to  Sullivan  Commandery  of  Claremont  to  appear  in 
public  in  full  Templar  uniform,  with  music  and  banners,  to  receive  vis- 
iting Commanderies  and  join  in  a  union  Field  Day  at  Claremont. 

It  is  a  matter  for  gratulation  that  the  correspondence,  in  this  case, 
was  of  a  friendly  and  peaceable  character.  It  is  not  often  that  one  sov- 
ereign State  submits  to  the  invasion  of  its  borders  by  an  armed  body  of 
men,  and  it  is  specially  remarkable  when  those  armed  men  are  Temp- 
lars, the  successors  and  imitators  of  Coeur  de  Lion  and  those  other  celeb- 
rities who  had  infidels  for  breakfast  daily,  and  who  thought  nothing  of 
cutting  an  ordinary  man  into  mince  meat  just  for  the  fun  of  the  thing ! 
Having  no  patience  with  rashness,  or  cowardice,  we  would  be  glad  if 
these  episodes  could  be  avoided. 

He  suggests  that  it  will  be  as  well  to  buy  an  interest  in  the  "  Pal- 
ace Hotel"  at  San  Francisco,  for  headquarters  next  year,  because,  if  the 
hotel  is  filled  up  with  Grand  Commandery  headquarters,  no  Subordinate 
Commandery  having  a  brass  band  attachment  will  be  allowed  on  the 
premises.  This  is«  big  thing  as  it  will  prevent  the  Big  Wigs  from  being 
disturbed  when  sleeping  off*  the  efiects  of ! 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  mostly  devoid  of  general  interest. 
The  Grand  Recorder  reported  a  total  membership  of  2,376,  a  gain  of  43. 
The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash  balance  in  hand  of  $1,080.05,  which 
is  pretty  fair  for  a  small  Jurisdiction,  but  San  Francisco  will  make  a  big 
hole  in  it. 

Correspondence  is  the  fourteenth,  in  regular  succession,  from  the 
brain,  paste  and  scissors  of  our  old  friend  and  brother,  Wait,  who  al- 
ways writes  good  reports  and  is  an  honor  to  the  Jurisdiction  that  owns 
him.  The  r^ort  covers  115  pages  and  digests  the  minutes  of  forty-three 
Templar  Grands,  Mississippi  for  1903  among  the  number. 

Bro.  Wait  devotes  two  and  a  half  pages  of  kind  and  fraternal  atten- 
tion. He  quotes  liberally  from  Bro.  McKay's  address.  He  also  quotes 
the  resolution  in  regard  to  the  Grand  Encampment  and  remarks: 

On  reading  this  resolution  we  at  the  first  moment  doubted  the  just- 
ness of  such  a  statute  as  that  here  asked  for,  and  so  expressed  ourselves. 
But  on  second  thought,  taken. literally,  as  expressed  in  the  resolution, 
it  seems  to  us  the  proposed  rule  would  by  no  means  be  an  objectionable 
one.  It  is  proposed,  not  that  the  petition  lapse,  or  the  proceedings 
upon  it  prior  to  the  ballot,  but  only  that  the  election  shall  become  void, 
thus  simply  requiring  a  new  ballot  upon  the  application.     Such  a  rule 
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now  seems  to  us  not  onl}-  just,  but  eminently  judicious  and  wise,  and  we 
would  be  glad  to  see  it  enacted  into  a  statute  of  the  Order. 

He  likewise  quotes  the  suggestion  of  Bro.  Speed  anent  the  presence 
of  our  wives  and  daughters  at  the  Xmas  gatherings.  We  quote  what  he 
has  to  say  of  this  committee  as  it  shows  that  our  brother  is  a  man  of 
discernment  and  knows  when  he  s^es  a  good  thing: 

Sir  Kniglit  Enoch  George  DeLap,  as  in  many  former  years,  furnishes 
the  Report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence,  in  which  are  reviewed,  in  his 
usually  vigorous  and  incisive  style,  the  proceedings  of  forty-three  Grand 
Templar  bodies,  including  New  Hampshire  for  the  years  1901  and  1902. 
Everything  in  the  transactions  of  the  various  Jurisdictions  included  in 
the  work  of  any  general  interest  is  given  with  much  fullness,  and  often 
with  comments  indicating  the  views  of  our  frater  upon  their  merits  and 
appropriateness.  He  is  courteous  and  fraternal,  in  his  treatment  of  our 
proceedings,  saying  of  Grand  Commander  McAllister's  address  that  it  is 
a  good  one,  both  from  a  literary  and  business  standpoint. 

We  are  not  ungrateful  for  the  kind  words  our  brother  has  for  us. 
They  are  deserved.  Bro.  Wait  gets  up  a  readable  and  instructive  report, 
and  we  leave  him  and  *'  Warmount "  with  regret. 

R.  E.,  Thomas  M.  Fletcher,  (irand  Commander;  E.  Sir  Frank  D. 
Woodbury,  Grand  Recorder;  R.  E.,  A.  8.  Wait,  Correspondent. 


NEW   JERSEY  — 1903. 

The  Forty-fifth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Trenton,  May  12th. 
There  were  in  attendance,  R.  E.  Sir  Daniel  Demarest,  Grand  Comman- 
der ;  Sir  Charles  Bechtel,  Grand  Recorder,  all  the  other  Grand  Officers, 
sixteen  Past  Grand  Commanders,  thirty  Grand  Representatives,  and 
delegates  from  seventeen  Subordinate  Commanderies,  besides  a  large 
number  of  Past  Commanders. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  well  written  resume  of  a 
successful  and  creditable  administration.  We  excerpt  from  his  open- 
ing, what  follows:  * 

Let  our  hearts  be  filled  with  profound  gratitude  to  Almighty  God, 
whose  watchful  care  and  divine  protection  has  been  over  us  during  the 
year  now  drawing  to  a  close,  and  that  so  many  of  us  are  spared,  to  greet 
each  other,  as  we  assemble  at  this,  the  Forty-fifth  Annual  Conclave  ofthis 
Grand  Commandery. 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  pride  and  pleasure  that  I  see  about  me  so 
many  of  those  valiant  Knights,  whose  wise  counsel  has  helped  so  mate- 
rially to  promote  the  welfare  of  our  magnanimous  Order  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  in  the  past,  again  at  their  post  of  duty. 

I  extend  to  you  all,  Sir  Knights,  my  warmest  personal  greeting,  and 
bid  you  a  knightly  welcome;  may  our  Heavenly  Father  spare  our  lives 
to  continue  this  great  work  for  many  years  to  come. 
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Another  year  has  passed  since  our  last  Grand  Conclave,  and  its  rec- 
ord will  be  added  to  the  many  that  have  passed,  to  make  history.  Again 
many  hearts  have  been  made  sad  by  the  loss  of  very  dear  ones  who  have 
dropped  out  by  the  way  ;  Valiant  Knights,  whose  names  have  long  been 
on  our  Roll  of  Honor,  and  whose  memory  will  long  be  cherished  by  those 
living  to-day. 

Truly  life  and  death  are  inseperable. 

The  experience  of  the  past  and  the  needs  of  the  present  should  be 
an  incentive  to  stimulate  us  to  greater  diligence  in  the  discharge  of  our 
duty  to  God  and  our  fellow  men,  to  build  industriously  while  strength 
endures,  and  labor  to  complete  our  work  while  time  and  opportunity  is 
given  us.  We  are  not  all  expected  to  do  great  things,  that  is  left  for  the 
few ;  but  there  is  something  that  we  all  can  do  to  make  the  .world  better 
and  brighter  ;  that  is  left  for  us. 

As  an  organization,  the  good  that  the  Order  of  Knights  Templar  has 
accomplished  in  the  world  will  never  be  known  until  it  is  revealed  in 
the  great  hereafter.  The  good  we  all  may  do  requires  individual  effort. 
We  should  never  lose  sight  ol  our  vows  of  Knighthood.  We  are  sum- 
moned to-day  as  never  before  to  the  defense  of  the  Christian  religion, 
the  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues  and  the  best  there  is  in  life,  iis 
taught  by  the  Redeemer  of  mankind. 

It  is  a  question  of  individual  responsibility,  individual  duty  and  the 
conception  by  the  individual  of  his  duty  and  privilege  as  a  Knight  of  the 
Temple. 

I/et  us  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  that  he  has  blessed  us  with  hearts 
full  of  sympathy  and  compassion  for  suffering  humanity,  and  in  imita- 
tion of  our  Lord  and  Master  while  on  earth,  let  us  help  to  bear  each  oth- 
er's burdens  and  so  fulfill  his  holy  law. 

Being  Knighted  into  this  magnanimous  order,  we  assume  all  its 
responsibilities  and  adopt  its  principles  ;  then  let  ns  have  a  true  concep- 
tion of  our  duties  as  Knights,  and  be  ready  at  all  times  to  fulfill  them. 

Proper  and  just  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  merit  of  the 
magnanimous  dead  of  the  Order  universal. 

He  issued  quite  a  number  of  dispensations,  but  all  for  practical  pur- 
poses. He  refused  several,  that  we  would  have  granted,  but  as  he  had 
the  law,  as  it  stands,  on  his  side,  he  evidently  holds  over  us.  Ho  re- 
ported no  decisions.  Under  the  head  of  ''Interstate  Courtesies'^  he 
states,  very  gravely,  that  he  accompanied  a  large  number  of  his  Sir 
Knights  on  a  "  Pilgrimage  to  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery,  located  at 
Easton,  Pa.,  (PERMISSION  HAVING  BEEN  OBTAINED  TO  INVADE 
THAT  JURISDICTION  ! ! ! )  "  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  attending  a 
special  conclave  of  that  Commandery,  at  which  the  Order  of  the  Temple 
was  conferred,  but,  really,  we  opine,  in  pursuit  of  the  "  Holy  Grail  "I! 

We  copy  the  concluding  paragraph  of  his  conclusion  : 

We  have  journeyed  a  long  distance  together,  our  pathway  has  not 
always  been  smooth,  and  we  have  been  taught  by  experience  that  we 
owe  very  much  to  each  other,  much  to  our  fellowmen  and  how  much 
more  to  our  divine  Lord,  whose  everlasting  arms  have  been  under- 
neath us. 

''  When  this  pasi«ing  world  is  done, 
When  has  sunk  yon  glaring  sun, 
When  we  stand  with  Christ  in  glory, 
Looking  <»'er  Life's  finished  story  ;  * 
Then,  Lord,  shall  we  fully  know]^ 
Not  till  then,  how  much  we  owe." 
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The  proceedings  were  routine  and  mostly  of  local  interest.  Grand 
Treasary  contains  a  cash  balance  of  $1,944.75.  Grand  Recorder  re- 
ported total  receipts  of  $1,470,  a  total  membership  of  2,152,  a  net  gain 
of  155,  which  is  good  for  an  off  year.  (An  "  off  year  "  is  one  in  which  the 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment  is  not  pending.) 

COKRR8PONDKNCE. 

Tliis  paper  is  the  product  of  the  scissors  and  paste  of  our  old  friend, 
Peter  McGill,  is  made  up  of  clippings  from  the  salient  features  of  the 
transactions  of  fifty-five  Templar  Grands,  Mississippi  not  included,  which 
is  hard  on  uf  and  destruction  to  Peter. 

Peter  says,  in  his  opening  chorus,  that  he  has  neither  '^  Introduction 
or  Conclusion,"  and  we  are  curious  to  know  what  title  he  purposes  to 
give  tlie  following,  which  precedes  his  attack  on  the  works  of  the  Ala- 
bamians: 

Your  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  herewith  presents  their 
report,  covering  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of  thirty-seven  Grand  Juris- 
dictions, all  that  have  come  to  hand. 

Your  committee  has  neither  introduction  nor  conclusion  to  submit. 
The  work  done  has  been  entirely  reportorial  and  is  intended  to  give  a 
faithful  record  of  what  has  been  done  in  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  of  thi8 
country  unencumbered  with  personal  comment  or  opinions. 

We  beg  to  suggest  to  our  brother  Peter  that  neither  an  '*  Introduc- 
tion "  or  a  "  Conclusion  "  are  considered  disreputable,  by  experts  in  this 
class  of  literature,  but  the  contrary.  It  is  possible  that  had  his  name- 
sake, Simon  Peter,  indulged  in  an  introduction,  in  the  shape  of  a  little 
previous  reflection,  he  would  not  have  boasted  of  his  loyalty  to  his 
Master,  and  then  wound  the  incident  up  by  lieing  and  cussing.  An  in- 
troduction is  something  like  grace  before  eating,  "  Lord,  make  us 
thankful  for  what  we  are  about  to  receive  "  and  should  never  be  omit- 
ted !  Brother  Peter  is  too  sparing  of  his  "Gray  matter,"  why,  we  do 
not  know.     May  his  shadow  never  grow  less! 

R.  E.,  Daniel  C.  Adams,  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  before. 


NEW  YORK  — 1903. 

The  Ninetieth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  Sep- 
tember 10th.  Tiiere  were  in  attendance  Sir  William  J.  Maxwell,  Grand 
Commander;  R.  K.  Sir  Arthur  MacArthur,  Grand  Recorder;  all  of  the 
other  Grand  Officers,  twelve  Past  Grand  Commanders,  four  other  Past 
Grand  Officers,  twenty-seven  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from 
sixty  Subordinate  Commandaries. 

The  opening  was  preceded  by  some  welcoming  speeches  and  re- 
sponses, but  these  do  not  amount  to  much.  Distinguished  visitors,  from 
half  a  dozen  states,  were  present  and  were  accorded  a  courteous  and  cor- 
dial reception.     Letters  ol  regret  were  read  from  a  multitude  of  disting- 


FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE.  63 

uished  Taiiiplars  and  Masons  throaghout  the  land,  who  bad  been  hon- 
ored with  invitations  to  be  present  at  this  conclave. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  typical  New  York  Templar 
paper,  in  which  the  salient  features  of  a  successful  and  creditable  admin- 
istration find  place. 

We  excerpt  from   his  opening: 

Another  year  in  the  cycle  of  time  has  been  recorded  in  the  book 
of  ages,  and  I  am  admonished  that  the  hour  is  drawing  near  when' I 
must  surrender  the  power  with  which  you  entrusted  me  one  year  ago. 
Before  doing  so,  however,  allow  me  to  briefly  thank  the  Supreme  Archi- 
tect of  the  Universe  for  the  manifold  blessings  it  has  pleased  Him  to 
shower  upon  the  eartli,  so  that  to-day  our  nation  and  community  alike 
enjoy  prosperity  and  happiness,  and,  that  He  has  permitted  us  to  meet 
again,  that  we  may,  with  open  hearts  and  outstretched  hands  give  to 
each  the  sign  of  cordial  and  knightly  welcome. 

At  this  time  it  is  our  privilege  to  renew  the  friendships  so  happily 
cemented  in  the  past  and  to  open  our  ranks  that  we  may,  with  honor,  re- 
ceive those  who  come  to  this  gathering  for  the  first  time,  and  convince 
them  that  ours  is  not  a  mere  formality,  but  that  we  here  endeavor  to 
strengthen  the  benign  hospitality  of  our  valiant  and  magnanimous 
Order. 

He  decided  that  a  companion  with  a  cork  leg  who  could  fill  the  bill  in 
regard  to  signs  and  so  on,  is  eligible  to  the  Orders  of  Knighthood,  and  the 
decision  was  approved,  as  being  legal  and  sensible.  The  Order,  in  order 
to  amount  to  something  good,  in  the  world,  requires  something  besides 
good  legs  and  a  plethoric  bank  aci'ount.  We  recall  the  fact  that  his  pre- 
decessor, (i.  C.  Delevan,  decided  that  tlie  artificial  leg  could  not  pass  the 
portals  of  the  Asylum.     We  presume  that  both  are  right. 

He  granted  the  usual  lot  of  dispensations,  but  all  for  proper  purpo- 
ses, some  of  them  allowing  them  to  dress  up  and  go  to  church.  '*  Forget 
not  the  assembling  of  yourselves  together;  as  the  manner  of  some  is," 
said  the  Apostle,  and  if  a  man  will  only  attend  church  in  Templar  uni- 
form, why,  let  him  go  that  way.  While  such  service  as  this  may  not  op- 
erate as  a  spiritual  specific  to  save  one  from  hell,  we  are  not  positively 
certain  that  it  will  not.  "  Be  all  things,  to  all  men,  as  thereby  we  may 
save  some." 

We  note  with  gratification,  that  he  refused  to  allow  them  to  attend 
a  show,  under  the  cognomen  of  a  "Sacred  Concert,"  in  uniform  on  a 
Sunday  afternoon. 

The  proceedings  while  voluminous,  are  confined,  mostly  to  local 
and  routine  business.  The  report  on  Necrology  is  comprehensive,  able 
and  interesting. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash  balance  in  hand  of,  $12,259.46. 
Grand  Recorder  reported  a  total  membership  of  14,931.  and  a  net  gain  of 
1,353. 

Correspondence  covers  over  tOO  pages,  reviews  the  transactions  of 
forty-four  Templar  legislative  bodies,  and  is  the  excellent  handiwork  of 
Sir  Jessee  B.  Anthony,  as  usual  and,  also  as  usual,  is  a  good  one. 

Mississippi  at  Biloxi,  gets  three  and  a  half  pages  of  polite  and  cour- 
teous notice  in  this  report.     He  quotes  approvingly  from   Grand   Com- 
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mander  McKay's  remarks  anent  the  subject  of  time  limit  to  an  election 
for  the  Orders. 

He  has  this  to  say  of  the  redoubtable  ''  Fred  : ''  *'  It  would  appear 
to  us  that  Grand  Recorder  Speed  is  striving  to  emulate  Grand  Recorder 
Berry,  of  Maine,  in  the  brevity  of  an  annual  report.  The  one  before  as 
covers  four  lines."  We  demur  to  any  suggestion,  or  anything  else,  that 
will  increase  the  number  of  lines  in  Fred's  reports  or  in  any  way  loosen 
his  tongue  so  that  he  can  talk  more  than  he  is  already  inclined  to  do. 
It  is  HO  delightful  to  have  him  exercise  a  little  brevity,  in  his  deliver- 
ances, that  we  solemnly  protest  against  any  effort  that  may  be  made  to 
cause  him  to  return  to  his  old  style. 

Brother  Anthony  assures  us  that  he  is  using  his  natural  teeth  yet, 
and  we  are  glad.    We  copy  the  following : 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  our  frater  has  invariably  laid  the  blame  for 
any  errors  in  names  or  composition  in  his  report  upon  the  "  intelligent 
compositor,"  we  can  imagine  there  was  one  compositor  who  took  solid 
comfort  in  setting  up  the  following  explanatory  note  by  Grand  Recorder 
Speed : 

(  Note  by  Grand  Recorder :  Any  one  who  has  struggled  witii  Brother 
DeLap's  *' pothooks  "  and  his  wicked  disregard  of  all  rules  of  pnctuation 
and  infernal  ingenuity  in  writing  names  so  they  cannot  even  beguesseil. 
would  coincide  with  the  printer,  if  he  were  to  sav,  "  Thou  canst  not  sav 
I  did  it." ) 

For  the  purpose  of  remarking  that  if  we  are  as  ignorant  of  punctua- 
tion as  Fred  is  of  orthography,  we  would  not  attempt  to  write  a  report 
or  anything  else.  Again,  he  knows  comparatively  nothing  about  '^  punc- 
tuation "  himself,  but  we  confess  that  he  writes  a  plain  as  well  as  elegant 
hand.  Aside  from  this,  he  is,  in  comparison  with  us,  a  perfect  simple- 
ton. He  took  occasion  to  air  liis  knowledge  of  scripture  in  the  conclud- 
ing sentence  of  our  report  ol  last  year,  by  changing  the  quotation,  as  we 
had  written  it,  and  correctly,  by  substituting  a  revised  version  made  by 
himself,  and  when  I  accuse  him  of  these  things  he  puts  in  the  foot  note, 
quoted  above,  in  order  to  get  even !  I  We  do  not  claim  to  be  a  good 
scribe,  but  we  do  claiih  to  know  full  as  much  about  the  English  language 
and  punctuation,  as  our  critics,  and,  with  this  remark  we  close  the 
incident.-' 

We  clip  his  table  of  '*  Knights  Templar  Statistics"  with  thanks  for 
same. 


*  George's  complaint  reminds  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  reply  of  an  old  colored  aunty 
to  her  mistress,  who  complained  that  the  week's  washing  had  too  much  odor  to  it:  "  'Po' 
de  Lord,  Mintus,  youse  oughter  smelted  de  odoforus  when  Mas  George  tooked  dem  clo's 
of  'en  him."  The  trouble  with  Enoch  George,  is  that  he  is  grievously  affected  with  an 
Incurable  disease  which  he  calls  dyspepsia  and  sometimes  tooth  ache,  but  which  is  known 
to  the  world  at  large  as  laziness,  and  by  reason  of  his  malady  is  incapacitated  from  read- 
ing his  proof.  The  Grand  Recorder  stood  upon  bis  head  in  a  corner  and  decyphered  OTery- 
thing  in  his  last  report  which  looked  like  a  word  and  made  it  say  something.  Whether  it 
was  what  George  intended  is  another  matter,  but  it  is  certain  that  his  scripture  did  noteet 
mangled  in  the  washing,  but  was  printed  Just  as  it  looked  and  if  it  came  out  of  the  wasn  a 
little  disflgured  it  was  the  fault  of  the  wearer  and  not  that  of  the  laundress. 
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R.  E.  Sir  Charles  D.  Bingham,  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recor- 
der and  Correspondent  continued. 


NORTH  CAROLINA--1903. 

The  Twenty-third  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Wil- 
mington, June  17th.  There  were  in  attendance :  R.  E.  Sir  John  C.  Drewry, 
Grand  Commander ;  E.  Sir  James  C.  Munds,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the 
other  staff  officers,  except  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  Grand  Sword 
Bearer,  five  Past  Grand  Commanders,  one  Deputy  Grand  Commander, 
(Past),  nineteen  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  twelve  of  tlie 
fourteen  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  of  the  Right  Eminent  is  a  short,  but  well  written  resume 
of  an  uneventful  administration,  in  which  we  find  nothing  of  general  in- 
terest. He  has,  or  expressed,  a  lively  opinion  of  the  high  responsibilities 
of  the  office  and  his  own  unworthiness,  all  of  which  is  perfunctory  and 
might  better  have  been  left  out,  although  this  sort  of  thing  is  exceed- 
ingly common.  Looking  at  his  face,  which  adorns  the  title  page  of  the 
pamphlet,  we  size  him  up  as  abundantly  able  to  tote  the  skillet  for  a 
much  larger  constituency  than  that  of  the  Old  North  State.  We  suggest 
to  him,  and  others,  that  the  rule  adopted  by  us,  long  since,  '*  Blow  your 
own  trumpet,  if  you  don't  sell  a  clam,"  is  a  good  one.  If  there  is  any- 
thing wrong  with  the  administration,  the  committees  to  which  the  ad- 
dress is  referred,  will  find  it  out,  and  will  not  hesitate  to  pointit  outand 
^*  sit  on  "  the  culprit !  It  doesn't  take  an  overdose  of  gray  matter  to  run 
little,  one  horse  Jurisdictions,  like  North  Carolina  and  Mississippi,  with 
Oklahoma  and  Arkansas  good  seconds.  He  did  well,  although  he  failed 
to  tree  a  whale  or  burn  a  river!  He  granted  dispensations  enough  for 
Pennsylvania,  but  all  for  legitimatelpurposes.  He  reports  an  unparal- 
leled degree  of  prosperity,  some  of  the  Subordinates  coming  close  to 
doubling  their  membership,  which  is  good,  provided  the  fish  caught 
were  not  gudgeons. 

The  proceedings  were  local  and  routine.  Cash  in  treasury,  $662.32. 
Total  membership,  513,  a  gain  of  37. 

Correspondence  is  the  seventh,  in  regular  succession,  from  the  scis- 
sors, brain  and  pencil  of  our  good  brother,  Southgate,  and,  like  the  other 
six,  is  a  credit  to  its  author.  He  digests  the  doings  of  most  of  the 
Templar  legislative  bodies,  our  conclave  at  Winona  getting  two 
pages  of  courteous  and  friendly  notice.  Of  the  honors  paid  to  the 
memory  of  our  lamented  Bro.  Power,  he  has  this  to  say:  *'  All  tlie  hon- 
ors within  the  reach  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  Mississippi,  were  paid 
to  his  memory,  and  the  tributes  paid  will  remain  as  a  lasting  remem- 
brance of  one  of  the  purest  and  best  of  earth.*'  We  excerpt  from  his 
**  Conclusion  " : 
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We  find  all  the  Grand  Commanders  in  their  addresses  and  the  Re- 
porters on  Correspondence  give  a  hopeful  view  of  Templarism  and  in 
imagination  we  can  see  the  130,000  Knights  Templar  marsnalled  on  one 
immense  field,  anvl  what  a  sight  to  behold.  What  an  influence  for 
Christianity  should  come  forth  from  this  Body  of  Knighthood,  which 
professes  to  be  battling  for  the  right.  Let  us  see  to  it.  Sir  Knights,  that 
our  swords  be  not  stained  with  unhallowed  blood  and  that  in  deed  and 
word,  we  carry  out  in  practical  life,  the  magnanimous  principles  we 
profess. 

R.  £.  Sir  J.  K.  Norfieet  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  before. 


OHIO  — ^903. 

The  Sixty-first  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Cleveland, 
October  7th.  There  were  R.  E.  Sir  William  T.  McLean,  Grand  Com- 
mander;  R.  E.  Sir  John  N.  Bell,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  staff,  eleven  Past  Grand  Commanders,  three  other  Past  Grand 
Officers,  twenty-one  Grand  Representatives,  including  ours,  a  multitude 
of  Past  Commanders,  a  host  of  visiting  Knights  and  Representatives 
from  fifty-nine  Subordinate  Commanderies.  They  certainly  had  a  high 
old  time  in  this,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  cities  in  this  or  any  other 
country. 

The  address  of  the  Right  Eminent  is  a  voluminous,  well  written  and 
interesting  resume  of  a  nK)st  successful  and  creditable  administration,  in 
which,  however,  we  find  but  little  of  outside  interest.  We  excerpt  his 
opening : 

By  being  permitted  to  again  assemble  in  annual  conclave  according 
to  our  own  appointment,  to  recount  the  occurrences  of  the  past  year  and 
transact  such  business  as  may  require  our  attention,  we  are  indeed  most 
kindly  indulged  by  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe  who  holds  our 
lives  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand  ;  and  for  the  great  privilege  accorded  us 
of  again  greeting  each  other  with  that  fraternal  love  and  affection  so 
characteristic  of  Masons,  of  renewing  old  and  establishing  new  friend- 
ships, let  us  be  profundly  grateful. 

The  Templar  year  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  which  has  just  floated 
out  on  the  ocean  of  time,  has  been  a  remarkable  one  in  several  ways: 

First,  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  peace  and  thorough  harmony. 

Second,  ttiat  the  aft'airs  of  the  Commanderies  subordinate  to  this 
Grand  Body  have  been  so  efficiently  managed  by  the  capable  Sir  Knights 
to  whom  they  have  been  entrusted,  that  not  a  single  question  has  arisen 
requiring  a  decision  worthy  of  record. 

Last  and  most  important  and  pleasurable  of  all,  is  a  fact  that  by  the 
grace  and'through  the  kindness  of  our  Blessed  Immanuel,  not  •  single 
alarm  has  come  to  summon  from  our  midst  a  member  of  our  official 
household.  No  active  or  Past  Grand  Officer  has  been  stricken  from  our 
rolls  by  the  hand  of  the  Great  Destroyer.  ^ 
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They  have  much  to  be  grateful  for,  to  the  Father  of  Mercies. 

Among  his  dispensations  was  one  allowing  a  Wheeling  Commandery 
to  put  on  its  "  biled  shirt"  and  other  »Sunday  garment  and  pass  the 
''  confines  of  his  dominions,"  but  we  are  glad  to  note  the  absence  of 
the  word  ''  invade,"  a  word  that  has  the  effect  to  make  this  committee 
talk  irreligiously. 

He  reported  that  most  of  the  Subordinates  were  pious  on  Easter  and 
Ascension  (lays.  We  trust  their  spiritual  strength  was  renewed,  but  we 
doubt  it. 

We  also  clip  what  follows,  which  will  amply  repay  a  careful  perusal 
as  it  shows  exactly  what  sort  of  Masons  some  people  are : 

AN    INCIDENT    WORTHY   OP   THOUGHT. 

An  inspecting  officer  reported  the  following  incident  as  havin)^  oc- 
curred during  the  course  of  the  work  assigned  to  him  : 

At  the  point,  well  known  to  all  Knights  Templars,  where  the  Senior 
Wanlen  asks  the  candidate  if  he  were  able  and  willing  to  make  the 
usual  declaration,  he  promptly  and  firmly  refmedy  whereupon  the  Senior 
Warden  reported  to  the  t^mineiit  Commander,  who  turned  the  case  over 
to  the  representative  of  tlie  Grand  Commander. 

Upon  interrogating  the  candidate  in  order  to  ascertain  if  he  fully 
underKtood  the  question,  and  being  assured  that  he  didy  he  was  asked 
what  unusual  circumstance  impelled  such  an  extraordinary  conclusion, 
when  he  related,  in  a  most  pathetic  manner,  the  following,  which,  upon 
careful  inquiry,  was  found  to  be  substantially  true: 

The  candidate  was  at  one  time  a  miner,  who,  by  intelligence  and  su- 
perior qualifications  not  common  to  the  "  cult,"  was  able  to  earn  good 
wages  and  by  his  hal)its  of  frugality  had  saved  his  money.  His  means 
enabled  him  to  gratify  a  taste  for  reading,  which  he  indulged  in  to  a 
wide  extent.  His  associates  were  pleased  with  his  efforts  to  rise,  and 
were  instrumental  in  securing  his  election  as  township  treasurer,  where- 
upon he  asked  for  work  above  ground,  and  was  appointed  to  the  position 
of  weighmaster.  Upon  his  refusal  to  render  anything  but  a  true  balance, 
his  duties  were  so  increased,  with  the  hope  that  he  would  resign,  that 
he  performed  the  work  usually  done  by  two  men.  His  employer  (  a 
Knight  Templar  and  :V2d  degree  Mason  ),  desiring  to  place  a  nephew  in 
the  position,  made  the  weighmaster's  double  task  as  disagreeable  as  pos- 
sible, until  an  accident  occurred  by  which  a  car  of  coal  was  tipped  over 
and  crushed  his  leg,  when  the  said  employer's  nephew  was  promptly  in- 
stalled, and  trouble  began  with  the  miners. 

Seeing  no  roseate  future  with  his  former  employer,  the  ex-weighnias- 
ter  purchased  a  small  and  unpromising  vein  of  coal,  and  almost  alone 
started  to  make  his  living  by  mining  it.  This  aroused  the  anger  and  ex- 
cited the  enmity  of  his  enemy,  who  caused  charges  to  be  preferred  and 
an  investigation  of  his  accounts  and  actions  ordered,  much  to  the  dis- 
credit and  disgrace  of  the  candidate.     He  at  once  repaired  to  the  city  of 

,  the  county  seat,  from  the  little  town  of ,  where  all  the  parties 

lived,  and  submitted  his  books  and  account**  for  an  examination,  which 
not  only  proved  them  to  be  correct  in  every  detail,  but  at  the  same  time 
revealed  the  fact  that  he,  himself,  had  drawn  no  snlary  for  18  months. 
The  charge  made,  that  he  had  used  township  funds  for  private  use,  was 
dispr^red. 

Some  months  later,  during  which  time  Fortune  seemed  to  smile 
upon  the  young  operator,  a  second  invcHtigation  upon  technicalities  was 
set  on  foot,  but  which  resulted  as  before.      The  foregoing,  as  well  as 
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other  acts  of  the  said  Knight  Templar  and  32d  degree  Mason  (?), 
not  necessary  to  mention  here,  caused  the  candidate  to  harbor  a  most 
hitter  feeling  toward  the  source  of  his  trouble,  and  while  standing  at  the 
door  of  an  institution  whose  associations  were  very  dear  to  him,  he  felt 
that  he  could  never  truthfully  declare  himself  as  required.  The  inspect- 
ing; officer  was  most  sensibly  touched  by  the  recital  of  his  story.  He 
endeavored  in  vain  to  move  him  from  the  Rtand  he  had  taken.  He  then 
informed  him  that  the  ritual  of  the  Order  was  not  elastic,  and.  that  the 
precedent  of  deviation  could  not  be  countenanced,  but  at  the  request  of 
tlie  Senior  Warden,  left  him  for  a  few  minutes  alone  with  that  excellent 
officer  for  consultation.  On  his  return  to  the  preparation  room,  he 
found  the  candidate  in  tears,  and  was  informed  that  he  had  made  the 
declaration,  which  was,  on  request  of  the  inspector  repeated  in  his 
presence.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  then  proceeded  with  to  its  full 
and  uninterrupted  completion. 

The  pamphlet  is  adorned  by  a  picture  of  the  Right  Eminent.  There  is 
a  faint  resemblance  between  him  and  our  own  Grand  Commander,  Sir 
Knight  Henry,  but  we  are  inclined  to  the  belief  that  our  man  is  the  best 
looking.     What  do  you  think  about  it  Bro.  John  ? 

The  proceedings  are  routine  and  mostly  of  local  inteVest.  Total 
membership,  10,454,  a  gain  of  o36.  Cash  balance  in  (4rand  Treasury, 
$11,458.13.  They  won't  have  near  so  much  after  the  San  Francisco  blow 
out. 

The  Orphan's  Home  is  still  nourishing,  and  is  a  magnificent  monu- 
ment to  the  Masons  and  Templars  of  the  Buckeye  State. 

The  correspondence  is  the  work  of  our  good  friend  and  brother,  Grand 
Recorder  Bell,  and  like  the  others  that  have  emanated  from  the  same  dis- 
dlfitinguished  source,  is  all  wool  and  a  yard  wide.  Our  brother  is  very  care- 
ful to  let  nothing  escape  his  eagle  eye,  so  that  whosoever  reads  oneof  these 
masterpieces,  will  be  much  wiser  than  he  was  before  he  reads.  The  doings 
of  forty-five(irand  Jurisdictions  are  carefully  and  courteously  considered, 
our's  at  Biloxi,  coining  in  for  very  extended  and  fraternal  notice.  He 
sits  down,  with  a  dull  thud,  on  that  remarkable  decision  of  Belden,  of 
Arizona,  who  also  thought  that  tangle-foot  made  from  Palestine  grapes, 
is  better  than  that  from  any  other  part  of  this  little  atom  of  the  Uni- 
verse of  (iod  on  which  we  reside  temporarily  !  Under  Canada,  we  find 
this,  in  which  we  concur: 

We  have  always,  as  did  our  predecessor  as  Correspondent — the  la- 
mented Brother  Carson — regarded  the  drinking  of  a  Christmas  toast  to 
the  Grand  Master  by  Knights  Templars  as  such,  a  custom  of  questionable 
good  to  the  Order,  and  better  in  the  breach  than  the  observance.  Our 
Canadian  fratres  would  do  well  to  let  Christmas  toast  business  severely 
alone. 

Under  Iowa,  we  find  this: 

Judge  Hall  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  judges  and  lawyers  in 
the  early  <lays  of  Iowa.  After  he  retired  from  the  Supreme  Bench  and 
resumed  the  practice,  his  son  became  associated  with  him  in  business. 
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One  day  an  old  client  came  into  the  office  and  asked  the  judge  for 
certain  papers  he  had  left  with  him  some  time  before. 

Tlie  judge  began  the  search  for  the  missing  documents,  looking  in 
every  conceivable  place  for  them,  but  all  in  vain.  They  could  not  be 
found.  At  last,  weary  and  worn  out  with  his  fruitless  efforts  in  this  di- 
rection, he  exclaimed : 

"  Since  Ben.  has  come  into  the  office,  I  have  never  been  able  to  find 
anything." 

"  What  is  the  reason?"  queried  the  client. 

*'  Well,  he  has  got  a  box  for  this  thing,  and  another  for  that,  with 
labels  pasted  all  over  them,  and  the  result  is,  I  can  never  find  any- 
thing." 

''  How  did  you  manage  it  before  he  came  into  the  office?"  asked  the 
client. 

''  Why,"  said  the  judge,  *^  easily  enough.  I  just  had  a  big  barrel  at 
the  end  of  my  desk  and  threw  all  my  letters  and  papers  into  that,  and 
then  when  I  wanted  to  find  anything  all  I  had  to  do  was  to  go  to  the  old 
barrel,  as  I  knew  it  was  in  there  somewhere." 

So  it  is  with  us  as  we  attempt  to  read  the  address  of  a  Grand  Com- 
mander who  has  dumped  into  the  middle  of  it  all  of  the  orders,  official 
communications,  and  like  matters  of  the  year,  and  we  attempt  to  tread 
our  weary  way  through  this  intricate  maze  to  find  the  items  of  interest 
for  our  readers.  We  feel  certain  that  these  items  of  which  we  are  in 
search  are  somewhere  in  that  **  old  barrel,"  if  life  w^ere  only  long  enough 
for  us  to  find  them. 

We  relish  this  anecdote  not  only  for  its  aptness,  but  also  from  the 
fact  that  we  personally  knew  the  Judge  Hall  referred  to,  and  also  his  son 
Ben.,  both  residents  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  when  the  writer  was  also  a 
citizen  of  "Flint  Hills,"  in  the  sixties.  Both  the  judge  and  his  son 
were  Masons  if  we  mistake  not.  The  memory  of  Ben.  Hall,  who  subse- 
quently represented  his  district  in  Congress,  is  dear  to  us,  as  he  gave 
valuable  assistance,  through  patriotic  speeches  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Burlington,  to  the  writer  when  enlisting  volunteers  for  Col.  George  A. 
Stone's  25th  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry  for  the  Union  army,  in  1862. 


And  under  Maine,  these  : 

He  uses  the  same  highfalutin  language  as  some  other  Grand  Com- 
manders in  commending  the  "  Christmas  toast."  In  one  sentence,  laud- 
ing Brother  Berry  as  the  originator  of  the  idea  and  the  "  honored  com- 
mittee to  prepare  the  toast  to  be  drank  to  our  Grand  Master  at  high 
twelve,"  etc.,  and  in  the  next  expresses  the  hope  that  "  the  custom  will 
continue  to  grow  until  all  Knights  Templars  throughout  the  world  may 
meet  on  Christmas  Day  and  pledge  anew  their  faith  in  Him  whose  birth 
they  commemorate."  We  fail  to  see  where  a  toast  drank  to  the  (rrand 
Master  expresses  any  pledge  of  faith  to  the  Redeemer  of  the  world. 


Bro.  Bell's  attention  to  Mississippi,  is  flatteringly  full  and  fraternal. 
He  says  that  our  Right  Eminent  has  a  pleasant  face,  and  that  his  phiz 
'*  adorns"  the  volume.  How  is  that  for  high  (  Hy. )  ?  It  is  a  true  saying, 
however,  as  we  know  of  but  one  better  looking  man  in  the  State,  and 
modesty,  of  which  we  have  a  large  stock,  forbids  us  to  name  him. 

He  has  a  pleasant  word  for  our  Past  Grand  Commander,  McKay, 
and  quotes  from  his  address,  pays  a  merited  compliment  to  our  Fred's 
necrological  speech  and  quotes  largely  from  our  report  and  says  some 
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exceedinly  nice  things  about  us,  all  of  which  proves  that  our  Brother  Bell 
knows  a  good  thing  when  he  sees  it. 

(Right  here  we  rise  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege,  and  desire  to 
say  to  our  brethren  who  may  read  these  reports  and  who  do  not  know  us 
as  our  beloved  brethren  of  Mississippi  know  us,  that  we  write  these  reports 
just  as  we  talk  to  our  friends  here,  and  while  there  is  an  apparent  vein  of 
egotism  in  some  places,  it  is  only  apparent,  not  real,  and  must  not  be 
taken  and  accepted  by  any  of  the  Knights  of  the  Round  Table.) 

There  are  a  thousand  good  things  in  Brother  Bell's  report,  but  as  our 
deliverence  this  year  is,  we  fear,  rather  voluminous,  and  as  Ohio  came 
to  us  after  our  report  had  gone  to  the  "  printery,"  we  will  close  by  copy- 
ing a  part  of  his  conclusion : 

Our  journey  through  the  Grand  Templar  jurisdictions  is  ended  for 
this  year,  and  that  portion  of  their  transactions,  views  and  opinions, 
whether  of  commanding  officers,  correspondents  or  the  Grand  Bodies 
themselves,  which  we  have  deemed  of  interest  to  the  Templars  of  Ohio, 
is  presented  in  the  foregoing  pages.  Some  of  the  Knights  of  the  round 
table  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  there  are  few  matters  of  any 
importance  now  being  presented,  that  the  Templar  world  is  quiet  and 
peaceful,  harmony  is  everywhere  prevalent,  and  that  therefore  the  Cor- 
respondent's occupation  is  gone,  or  nearly  so.  We  do  not  accept  this 
view  of  the  matter.  In  reading  reports  of  Grand  Commanders,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  various  Templar  Grand  bodies  and  Correspondence  re- 
ports, we  find  in  nearly  every  instance  something  '*  out  of  the  common," 
some  question  arising  worthy  of  note,  comment  or  criticism.  We  deem 
it  the  Correspondent's  function  to  make  known  to  his  readers  all  matters 
of  interest  in  the  Templar  world,  specific  or  general,  for  it  is  probable 
they  would  not  be  informed  regarding  them  in  the  absence  of  a  Corres- 
pondence report.  In  some  of  the  jurisdictions  these  reports  have  ap- 
peared of  so  much  importance  and  general  usefulness  in  the  promotion 
of  Templar  knowledge  and  fraternal  intercourse,  that  instructions  to 
have  them  read  in  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  have  been  issued  by 
the  Grand  Body. 

We  have  taken  occasion  in  this  and  previous  reports  to  poke  a  little 
fun  at  the  devious  ways  of  the  legal  profession  in  their  interpretation  of 
law,  and  claimed  that  justice  and  common  sense  were  frequently  lost 
sight  of  in  determining  questions  of  law.  We  are  aware  that  many  of 
our  companions  of  the  Guild  are  lawyers  by  profession,  and  we  presume 
they  have  taken  our  remarks  in  the  spirit  in  which  they  were  given,  with 
'*  malice  toward  none  and  charity  for  all."  As  an  il lustra tioti,  however, 
of  the  position  we  have  taken  on  the  subject,  we  submit  the  following 
actual  occurrence  to  the  consideration  of  our  professional  friends  and 
ask  if  there  is  not  some  reasonable  ground  for  our  criticism. 

"  A  lady  in  a  neighboring  state,  while  waiting  for  the  coming  of  a 
train,  on  which  she  intended  to  take  passage,  took  a  seat  in  the  waiting 
room  provided  for  passengers,  and  while  there  was  assaulted  by  three  ruf- 
fians. Subsequently  she  brought  suit  against  the  railroad  company,  basing 
her  claim  on  the  duty  of  the  defendant  to  provide  a  suitable  waiting  room 
and  to  protect  persons  waiting  therein  for  the  coming  of  the  defendant's 
trains.  On  the  trial  in  the  lower  court  it  appeared  that  she  had  entered 
the  waiting  room  two  hours  prior  to  the  time  scheduled  for  the  train  on 
which  she  was  to  take  passage,  and  that  she  was  assaulted  one  hour  later. 
The  jury  found  in  her  favor,  and  the  company  appealed.  In  reversing 
the  judgment  the  Court  of  Appeals  held  that,  as  the  statute  required 
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companies  to  open  their  waiting  rooms  and  ticket  offices  thirty  minutes 
before  the  arrival  of  trains,  they  were  not  bound  to  protect  persons  who 
entered  the  waiting  room  earlier  than  the  time  fixed  by  the  statute. 

Law  is  a  great  thing,  if  greatness  consists  in  something  which  the 
plain,  common  sense  of  the  average  man  cannot  understand.  The  mean- 
ing of  the  Court  of  Appeals  is  that,  if  an  assault  is  begun  on  a  woman 
thirty-one  minutes  prior  to  the  coming  of  the  train,  the  road  officiHls  are 
not  bound  to  interfere  for  her  protection  until  the  half  hour  strikes,  or 
until  they  have  had  time  to  examine  their  watches  and  see  if  the  law 
would  allow  them  to  interfere.  The  trial  judge  and  the  jury  in  the  lower 
court  had  more  sense,  if  less  law,  than  the  Court  of  Appeals.  It  is  plain 
they  took  the  view,  that  if  the  railroad  company  was  not  bound  to  afford 
protection  to  the  plaintiff  until  the  coming  of  the  sacred  thirty  minutes 
before  trains,  it  had  no  business  to  open  the  doors  of  its  waiting 
room,  and  thereby  invite  her  to  enter  and  occupy  a  portion  of  the  sliced- 
off  benches,  instead  of  standing  on  the  platform  or  taking  a  seat  on  the 
rails. 

By  a  wise  dispensation  of  providence,  it  happens  that  all  the  corres- 
pondents are  not  lawyers,  at  least  this  one  is  not,  which  is  fortunate  for 
our  constituency.  Fred  is  an  alleged  lawyer,  so  is  Phineas  and  there  are 
others,  hence  the  excellence  of  not  carrying  all  the  eggs  in  one  basket. 
Brother  Bell's  idea  about  the  trickery  and  cussedness  of  our  laws,  as  en- 
forced and  applied,  are  eminently  correct. 

R.  E.  Sir  Thomas  Kite,  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  of  yore. 


OKLAHOMA  — 1903. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Guthrie,  Feb- 
ruary 12th.  There  were  present:  R.  E.  Sir  Henry  Eddy  Hand,  Grand 
Commander ;  five  Past  Grand  Commanders,  four  Past  Commanders,  and 
delegates  from  each  of  the  eight  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  of  the  Right  Eminent  is  a  business  and  religious  docu- 
ment, well  written  but  confined  to  matters  of  local  interest.  To  be  sure 
religion  is  of  general  interest,  but  the  kind  referred  to  by  St.  James,  is  not 
particularly  popular,  either  in  Oklahoma  or  elsewhere.  He  quotes  freely 
from  the  Word,  and  is  evidently  a  man  of  strong  convictions  and  these  of 
the  best.  Sundry  of  his  constituents  asked  him  to  act,  officially,  in  the 
matter  of  strong  drink  being  allowed  in  Commanderies.  He  states  that 
he  gave  the  matter  ''continued  thought,"  studied  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  law  governing  the  case,  referred  the 
petitioners  to  that  best  of  all  sermons.  Although  the  Sermon  contains 
the  gist  of  the  Gospel,  it  is  not  improbable  that  an  unregenerate  man, 
and  a  large  majority  of  the  Order  is  made  up  of  this  sort,  would  hunt  a 
long  time  therein  for  what  he  would  consider,  is  applicable  to  the  ques- 
tion at  issue,  hence  she  would  have  said  to  the  petitioners  :  "  The  pres- 
ence of  wine  or  fermented  liquors,  of  any  sort,  in  the  aseemblies  of  an 
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Order  foanded  apon  the  christian  religion  and  the  christian  virtues,  or 
in  the  stomaches  of  its  members,  in  sufficient  quantities  to  tangle  their 
legs  or  befuddle  their  gray  matter,  is,  and  always  will  be,  entirely  out  of 
place,  and  the  doors  should  be  barred  against  these,  at  all  times  and  un- 
der all  circumstances. 

He  issued  a  dispensation  for  one  new  Commandery,  and  reported 
the  Order  as  being  in  a  prosperous  condition  in  that  jurisdiction. 

The  proceedings  were  brief,  routine  and  local  in  interest.  Balance  of 
cash  on  hand  $848.98;  total  membership,  3B4,  a  gain  of  20.  We  suggest 
to  Grand  Recorder  Cunningham,  that  he  revise  his  figures  in  the  "Roster 
of  Subordinate  Commanderies  "  as  his  premises  are  faulty  and  his  con- 
clusions misleading. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence. 

R.  E.  Sir  Enoch  Moulton  Bamford,  is  Grand  Commander ;  E.  Sir 
Harper  S.  Cunningham,  Grand  Secretary  and  Correspondent. 


OREGON  — 1903. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Albany, 
September  24th.  There  were  in  attendance:  R.  E.  Sir  F.  E.  Allen,  Grand 
Commander;  E.  Sir  James  F.  Robinson,  Grand  Recorder,  all  the  other 
Grand  Officers,  nine  Past  Grand  Commanders,  thirty  Past  Comman- 
ders, thirty-three  (jrrand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  eight  Sub- 
ordinate Commanderies.  Among  the  Grand  Representatives  we  find 
the  name  of  our  friend  of  many  years  ago,  Sir  George  E.  Chamberlain, 
who  is  an  ex-Natchez  boy  and  now  Governor  of  the  State  of  Oregon.  If  he 
gets  his  deserts,  he  will  be  President  of  the  United  States,  and  will  make 
a  good  one ! 

The  usual  welcoming  address  was  made  and  was  responded  to  by 
our  good  brother  Hodson,  which  means  that  it  was  well  done. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  short,  well  written  resume 
of  a  rather  uneventful  administration,  in  which  we  find  nothing  of  in- 
terest, outside  of  that  jurisdiction.  He  pays  eloquent  and  appropriate 
tribute  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  knightly  dead,  both  of  his  own 
and  sister  jurisdictions.  His  dispensations  followed  in  the  usual  direc- 
tion, balloting  out  of  time.     He  made  no  decisions. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  of  local  interest.  Total  member- 
ship, 637,  a  gain  of  76,  which  is  large  for  so  small  a  jurisdiction.  Cash 
balance  in  treasury,  $3,068.56.  A  good  slice  of  that  will  go  for  the  outing 
at  San  Francisco  next  summer. 

This  brings  us  down  to  the  Correspondence  Report,  which  is  the  per- 
fect ashlar  of  the  indomitable  Hodson,  and  like  its  predecessors,  from 
the  same  distinguished  source,  is  all  wool  and  a  yard  wide,  warranted 
not  to  rip,  tear  or  ravel ! 

Brother  Hodson  occupies  near  one  hundreid  pages  of  the  pamphlet 
in  digesting  tlie  proceedings  of  forty*one  Templar  Grands,  MisBissippi; 
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at  Biloxi,  getting  a  little  over  two  pagee  of  exceedingly  courteous  and 
pleasant  attention.  Bro.  H.  has  one  peculiarity  in  his  report,  in  that  he 
heads  his  review  of  each  Grand  Jurisdiction,  with  a  verse  of  poetry. 
Mississippi,  for  instance,  gets  the  following: 

**  There  is*  a  gallery  in  every  mind, 

A  mental  Louvre,  full  of  empty  frames, 
We  strive  to  fill  them  with  desires  and  aims, 
Or  try  within  their  void  some  form  to  find, 
Sometimes  a  face  appears,  but  half  defined. 
Greeting  us  sadly,  and  its  looks  proclaims 
A  wish  fulfilled  ;  while  still  another  names." 

We  do  not  presume  that  the  verse  is  to  be  considered  as  a  text,  or 
foundation  *^  for  the  few  remarks  "  that  follow,  but  we  may  be  in  error 
and,  if  so,  will  be  glad  to  be  so  advised.  Under  Arizona,  in  his  review 
of  the  address  of  our  friend  ( ? )  Belden,  we  find  these : 

We  smiled  at  one  decision  which  authorized  the  reception  of  a  pe- 
tition for  the  orders  from  a  brother  who  had  not  yet  been  made  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason.  He  spent  considerable  time  and  space  arguing  that  be- 
cause he  had  been  elected  and  received  some  of  the  preliminary  degrees 
it  was  all  right.  The  argument  as  a  whole  seemed  exactly  like  the  plea 
of  a  skillful  lawyer  trying  to  clear  a  client  when  he  knows  the  client  is 
guilty.  A  Commandery  should  not  receive  the  petition  of  a  brother 
who  is  not  eligible  to  receive  the  orders.  While  the  probabilites  of  his 
becoming  eligible  are  slightly  stronger  because  he  has  taken  the  Mark 
Master  than  though  he  had  only  received  the  Fellow  Craft,  vet  the  cer- 
tainty is  not  established.  As  a  cold  legal  fact  he  is  no  more  eligible ;  for, 
to  be  receivable  his  petition  must  state  that  he  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason 
in  good  and  regular  standing. 

The  decision  won't  hold  water,  but  it  is  characteristic  of  its  author, 
and  we  are  glad  to  see  Bro.  H.  "  sit  on  it.'' 

His  attentions  to  Mississippi  are  full  and  fraternal.     We  excerpt : 

Sir  Oliver  Lee  McKay  was  R.  E.  drrand  Commander,  and  was  sup- 
ported by  eight  of  the  twelve  other  Grand  Officers,  ten  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders and  Representatives  of  all  the  Commanderies,  Twenty-three 
Grand  Representatives  were  present.  Sir  George  C.  Meyrs  answered 
for  Oregon. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  McKay  was  a  pleasing  document. 
He  had  not  had  very  laborious  duties  to  perform  during  the  year  and 
had  made  no  visits.  He  had  constituted  one  new  Commandery  in  person 
and  one  by  proxy,  and  had  granted  three  "hurry-up"  permits.  He 
discussed  the  status  of  a  candidate  who,  being  elected^  did  not  present 
himself  within  a  reasonable  time,  and  concluded  that  as  the  Grand  En- 
campment placed  no  time  limit,  there  was  none.  We  think  with  him, 
that  there  should  be.  Inasmuch  as  there  is  no  law  upon  the  subject, 
each  Grand  Commandery  can  make  one  of  its  own. 

Sir  Frederic  Speed,  E.  Grand  Recorder,  made  a  valuable  addition  to 
the  toasts  upon  the  Christmas  observance  by  adding  the  presence  of  the 
wives,  daughters  and  sweethearts  of  the  members,  and  proposing  a 
toast  tp  them.    If  this  custom  is  to  become  permanent,  we  tnink  the 
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presence  of  the  ladies  desirable,  and  would  be  in  favor  of  a  little  more 
latitude  in  matters  of  original  suggestion.  This  cut  and  dried  style  of 
doing  things  gets  old,  even  if  it  does  come  but  once  a  year. 

We  also  copy  what  he  says  of  your  distinguished  committee : 

Sir  £.  G.  DeDap,  Past  Grand  Commander,  puts  up  eighty- two  pages 
of  the  best  correspondence  we^  remember  dropping  from  his  pen. 
He  is  always  lively,  frequentlv  provokingly  correct,  not  always 
courteous,  but  revels  in  blunt,  almost  abusive  language,  just  to  outdo 
the  other  fellow— and  he  usually  succeeds.  This  year  he  trims  up  Sir 
Belden,  of-  Arizona,  probably  to  his  idea  of  the  "  queen's  taste,"  but  lets 
us  down  easy  with  only  a  little  sarcasm  about  our  being  "  It,"  spells  our 
name  wrong,  and  inadvertantly  calls  us  Belden  in  referring  to  our  re- 
view of  Mississippi  last  year.  But  for  all  that,  he  embraces  a  lot  of  good 
things  in  his  report. 

He  endorses  the  methods  used  in  giving  the  various  degrees  to  Ad- 
miral Schley,  saying :  "There  is  no  snobbery  in  honoring  a  hero  at  any 
and  all  times."     We  endorse. 

We  are  not  ungrateful.  May  the  Lord  bless  our  Brother  and  all 
Oregon  Templars. 

R.  E.  Sir  George  B.  Hill,  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  before. 


PENNSYLVANIA— 1903. 

The  Semi-Centennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  May  26th.  There  were  in 
attendance:  R.  E.  Sir  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  Grand  Commander;  E.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Allen,  P.  G.  C,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  six- 
teen Past  Grand  Commanders,  thirty-three  Grand  Representatives,  a  * 
number  of  distinguished  visitors,  including  the  Grand  Master,  together 
with  delegates  from  seventy-four  Subordinate  Commanderies  and  a  mul- 
titue  of  PasUCommanders. 

The  opening  was  preceded  by  some  welcoming  speeches,  in  which 
we  find  no  reference  to  the  original  Templars,  the  "  Holy  Sepulchre  " 
and  sich,  which  is  very  soothing  to  our  nerves.  The  Mayor  made  the  wel- 
coming address,  and  it  was  a  good  one,  as  these  things  go.  He  says,  with 
much  feeling  and  no  little  truth:  ''  This  welcome  is  not  only  intended 
for  you,  Sir  Knights,  but  we  gladly  include  the  ladies,  your  wives,  your 
mothers,  your  daughters  and  your  sisters,  who  have  accompanied  you. 
We  extend  our  welcome  and  our  hospitality  to  all,  and  still  it  is  not  ex- 
hausted." We  suggest  that  it  is  a  physical  impossibility  to  exhaust  hos- 
pitality at  from  $2.50  to  $5.00  per  diem.  We  also  suggest  the  substitution 
of  the  word  "  horspitality  "  for  the  one  commonly  used.  It  is  not  so 
much  of  a  misnomer  or  so  misleading.  We  submit  a  short  welcoming 
speech,  for  use  on  occasions  of  this  sort,  only  requesting  those  who  use  it 
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to  "name  this  paper."    R.  E.8ir  and  Sir  Knights.    It  ie  with  feelings  akin 

to  emotion  that  I  rise  to  address  this  assembly  of  nature's  noblemen,  and 
reflect  that  you  are  here  to  receive,  from  my  mouth,  the  assurance  that 
you  are  more  than  welcome  to  come  within  our  gates.  It  is  such  occa- 
sions as  this  that  enable  our  hotel  and  boarding  liouse  keepers  to  get  in 
their  work  and  practically  exemplify  our  hospitality.  The  fact  that  this 
commodity  ranges  in  price  between  two  dollars  and  ten  dollars  a  day,  not 
including  liquid  refreshments,  does  not  detract  in  the  smallest  degree  from 
thewhole-souldness  of  your  reception  and  our  delight  in  extending  it. 
It  may  occur  to  some  of  you  that  "  hospitality  "  at  these  prices  partakes 
more  largely  of  greed  than  anything  else,  but  only  those  of  you  who  oc- 
casionally entertain  a  preacher  over  night  wthout  charge,  will  be  guilty 
of  thus  characterizing  what  is  so  universally  known  as  '"hospitality." 
It  is  my  pleasure,  also,  to  include  in  this  welcome,  your  wives,  sweet- 
hearts, daughters,  mothers,  uncles,  aunts  and  friends,  who  accompany 
you,  in  fact  all  who  have  the  needful  witli  which  to  pay  for  our  'Miospi- 
tality"  will  find  the  latch  string  on  the  outside  of  the  door,  were  it  will 
remain  as  long  as  the  money  lasts.  In  conclusion,  I  beg  you  to  make 
yourselves  at  home.  If  you  don't  get  as  much  "  hospitality  "  for  your 
money  as  you  think  you  ought  to  have,  it  is  your  privilege  .under  the 
Constitution,  to  kick  like  a  mule.  While  this  does  not,  or  will  not  affect 
the  results  hoped  for,  we  Iiave  no  disposition  to  curtail  your  right  to, 
peaceably,  protest.  We  shall  be  glad  to  have  you  come  again,  bring  your 
knitting,  stay  as  long  as  possible,  et<;.,  etc. 

Should  you  fail  to  get  any  grub  at  your  hospitality  shop,  it  is  within 
your  province  to  go  to  a  restaurant  and  dine  on  the  European  Plan ! !  In 
a  case  of  this  sort,  however,  it  must  be  understood  that  the  fact  that  you 
have  dined  at  the  restaurant  does  not  lessen  the  cost  of  your  hospitality 
at  the  old  place.     Well,  hardly! 

The  (rrand  Commander's  address  is  an  able  and  well  written  resume 
of  his  administration.     We  excerpt  from  his  opening  chorus: 

Meeting  to-day  in  Annual  Conclave  in  this  magnificent  Temple  ded- 
icated to  Free  Masonry,  in  this  beautiful  hall,  the  home  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Pennsylvania,  with  which  Grand 
Body  our  early  history  is  so  closely  associated,  it  is  indeed  a  proud  priv- 
ilege to  be  permitted  to  extend  to  you,  the  members  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery,  and  to  tiie  many  distinguished  Sir  Knights  from  sister  Grand 
Jurisdictions  who  honor  us  by  their  presence,  botli  individually  and  col- 
lectively, courteous  greetings  jind  a  cordial  welcome  to  this,  the  Fiftieth 
Annual  Conclaveof  the  Grand  Comniandery  Knights  Templar  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. May  you  each  return  in  safety  to  your  homes  with  the  conscious- 
ness of  duties  performed  and  witli  memories  of  new  friendships  and  of 
delightful  fraternal  associations. 

We  meet  as  the  representatives  of  nearly  15,000  valiant  Knights  from 
every  quarter  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  review  the  work,  to  close  the 
record  of  another  year  in  our  history,  and  to  take  counsel  together  for 
the  future  welfare  of  our  loved  Order.  May  our  Heavenly  Father,  to 
whom  we  lift  our  hearts  in  praise  and  thankfulness  fcfrhis  watchful  care 
and  the  many  blessings  bestowed  upon  us,  guide  and  direct  us  in  all  our 
deliberations. 
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Proper  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  and  merit  of  the  knightly 
dead,  both  of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdictions,  including  our  own  Past 
Grand  Commander,  Meade. 

He  decided  that  a  companion  residing  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Com- 
mandery  A,  but  who  had  been  twice  rejected  inCommandery  B,  could  not 
re-petition  B,  without  the  consent  of  A,  in  the  jurisdiction  of  which  he  re- 
sides. We  do  not  concur,  for  the  reason  that  the  Commandery  rejecting 
holds  positive  jurisdiction  over  him  for  three  years  following  said 
rejection,  and  this  jurisdiction  is  not  affected  by  the  question  of  resi- 
dence, at  all. 

(The  decision  was  approved,)  dispensations  were  all  for  wise  pur- 
poses, and  were,  also  approved.  He  reports  the  Order  as  being  in  a 
healthy  and  prosperous  condition. 

His  portrait  adorns  the  title  page  of  the  pamphlet. 

Proceedings  routine  and  mostly  local.  Grand  Treasury  contained 
a  cash  balance  of  $l,3o4.91.  There  will  be  but  little  of  this  left  after 
they  pay  for  a  slice  of  the  "  Palace  Hotels"  San  Francisco,  next  year. 

Total  membership,  14,890,  a  gain  of  940,  which  is  pretty  fair. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  ninth  in  regular  succession, 
from  the  brain,  scissors  and  paste  of  our  good  friend  and  brother.  Past  ' 
Grand  Commander  Lee  S.  Smith.  Like  the  other  eight,  the  ninth  is 
all  wool  and  a  yard  wide.  It  is  rather  voluminous,  covering  121  pages, 
but  those  pages  are  full  of  good  reading,  sound  sense  and  other  good 
things.  It  considers  the  transactions  of  forty-four  Templar  Grand  Bodies, 
in  an  interesting  and  instructingstyle,  Mississippi,  for  1902,  getting  three 
and  a  half  pages  of  courteous  and  fraternal  attention.  He  quotes  from 
our  review  of  Pennsylvania,  as  follows : 

This  as  to  a  refusal  by  Grand  Commander  Schmehl  to  grant  a  dispen- 
sation : 

"  He  refused  to  allow  a  Subordinate  Commandery  to  bury  a  non- 
affiliated Templar  with  the  honors  of  Knigiithood.  Had  we  been  tlie 
Commander  of  that  Commandery,  we  should  have  buried  the  brother 
and  then  asked  for  the  endorsementof  the  act  by  the  (rrand  Commander. 
In  our  opinion  death  settles  all  debts,  public  and  private. 

"When  the  soul  leaves  its  earthly  tenement  both  it  and  the  body 
should  pass  beyond  the  range  and  operation  of  human  law,  as  its  juris- 
diction ceases  when  the  defendant  appears  before  the  bar  of  God." 

But,  in  justice  to  all  concerned,  Brother  DeLap  should  have  added 
the  following  report  of  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  which 
was  adopted,  and  thereby  corrected  the  mistake  our  Grand  Commander 
acknowledges  he  unwittingly  made. 

Note  from  report  of  committee  : 

"  In  granting  dispensations  our  Grand  Commander  has  exercised  a 
proper  discretion.  In  withholding  them  we  find  the  same  good  judg- 
ment;  but  in  the  matter  of  according  Templar  burial  to  an  unaffiliated 
Knight,  the  law  is  that  a  Commandery  is  the  judge,  and  may  grant  or 
withhold  the  honor  without  reference  to  any  dispensation  ot  the  (irand 
Commander." 

The  law  is  unquestionably  rigiit.  in  that  an  unaffiliated  Knight 
Templar  deceased,  is  not  entitled  to  Knightly  burial,  or  in  other  words 
has  no  lawful  claim  upon  the  Order  for  that  purpose.    But  we  can  easily 
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imagine  many  mitigating  circumstances  which  woald  make  it  not  only 
eminently  proper  but  the  only  thing  to  do.  Therefore,  it  is  left  to  the 
Coramandery  to  decide. 

We  copy  the  whole  so  that  it  may  be  understood  that  we  did  our 
Pennsylvania  brethren  an  injustice,  and  this  we  wish  to  correct.  We 
concur  in  Brother  Smith's  remarks  about  the  correctness  of  the-  law, 
leaving  the  settlement  of  such  matters  in  the  hands  of  the  Commandery, 
where  it  belongs.  We  copy  a  part  of  his  conclusion,  in  which  he  claims 
the  largest  membership  of  any  Grand  Jurisdiction  in  the  world,  and 
the  largest  membership  in  a  Subordinate  Commandery,  both  claims  be- 
ing true  and  just.  It  is  a  little  mortifying  to  us  that  one  Subordinate 
Commandery  in  Pennsylvania,  has  more  members,  by  a  fourth,  almost, 
than  the  entire  State  of  Mississippi.  However,  we  are  not  distressed,  as 
it  is  all  in  the  family,  and  we  can  rejoice  with  our  brethren  of  the  Key- 
stone State : 

We  do  not  wish  tq  boast,  nor  do  we  do  so  in  calling  attention  to  two 
facts  culled  from  statistics  of  the  various  Grand  Bodies,  viz :  That  Penn- 
sylvania is  the  largest  Grand  Commandery  in  the  world,  with  a  mem- 
bership at  time  of  Annual  Conclave  in  1902  of  13,950,  which  has  been 
increased  May  1903  to  14,896. 

Second : — That  Pittsburg  Commandery  No.  1  holds  the  pennant  as 
the  largest  Subordinate  Commandery  in  the  world,  with  a  membership 
May  l8t,  1903,  of  1,122. 

With  kindly  appreciation  for  the  words  of  approval  from  our  fellow 
laborers  in  the  reportorial  corps,  and  our  assurance  that  in  all  weiiave 
said  or  done  we  have  earnestly  sought  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  our 
beloved  Order,  and  in  no  case  de>*ired  to  offend  or  hurt  any  one.  believ- 
ing that  it  is  better  to  look  upon  the  bright  side  and  see  the  good,  rather 
than  the  evil  that  there  is  in  life,  or  in  other  words,  believing  that 

**  The  inner  side  of  every  cloud, 
Is  bright  and  shining ; 
Therefore  I  turn  my  clouds  about. 
And  always  wear  them  inside  out. 
To  show  their  lining." 

R.  E.  Sir  Charles  M.  Stock,  Grand  Commander;  R.  E.  Sir  William 
W.  Allen,  Grand  Recorder;  R.  E.  Sir  Lee  S.  Smith,  Correspondent. 


SOUTH    DAKOTA  — 1903. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Deadwood, 
June  12th.  There  were  in  attendance:  R.  E.  Sir  Edward  S.  Lo rimer, 
(trand  Commander;  E.  Sir  George  A.  Pettigrew,  Grand  Recorder;  three 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  twenty- six  Past  Commanders,  twenty-four 
(fraud  Representatives,  and  delegates  from  thirteen  chartered  Comman- 
deries,  and  two  U.  D. 
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The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  well  digested  resume  of 
his  administration,  but  contains  nothing  startling  or  of  special  interest 
outside  of  that  bailiwick.    We  excerpt  his  opening  chorus: 

Sir  Knights,  I  bid  you  welcome  to  this,  our  Twentieth  Annual  Con- 
clave, and  would  reverently  render  thanks  to  the  great  I  Am,  who  has 
in  His  divine  mercy  permitted  us  to  gather  here  to  renew  acquaintance 
and  to  transact  such  business  as  may  come  before  us.  We  cannot  help 
but  consider  at  this  time  the  loving  hand  of  the  Father  who  has  during 
the  past  year  supplied  this  State  of  South  Dakota  with  the  necessities 
and  even  the  comforts  of  life,  and  our  gratitude  to  him  should  inspire 
us  with  new  ambitions  and  greater  efforts  in  the  cause  of  Templarism 
and  the  grand  characteristics  of  our  Order ;  that  by  careful  cultivation 
of  the  seeds  of  D.  T.  J.  &  L.  we  may  keep  the  weeds  of  anarchism  and 
oppression  from  gaining  a  foothold  in  our  land. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  peace  and  prosperity  ;  no  dissensions 
have  arisen  to  mar  the  progress  of  our  Order  in  this  State.  This  is  as  it 
should  be,  and  ever  will  be,  while  we  retain  our  faith  in  the  blessed  Im- 
manuel,  and  remember  that  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  protect  those  in 
distress,  that  we  owe  a  duty  to  the  living  rather  than  to  the  dead,  that 
it  is  better  to  whisper  good  council  in  the  ear  of  an  erring  Frater,  to  as- 
sist him  when  fortune  frowns  and  to  comfort  him  in  his  troubles,  than 
to  heap  wreaths  of  Immortelles  upon  his  grave  after  he  has  fallen  under 
the  weight  of  life's  crushing  load. 

We  beg  to  inquire  what  the  cabalistic  letters  "  D.  T.  J.  &  L."  stand 
for,  and  by  the  cultivation  of  which  we  can  prevent  the  germination  of 
the  seeds  of  anarchism  in  this  country  of  ours,  which  would,  certainly, 
be  a  big  thing.'  We  note  his  gratulation  that  in  the  economy  of 
God's  providence  the  people  of  South  Dakota  were  supplied  with  the 
"  necessities  and  even  the  comforts  of  life,"  and  suggests  a  correspond- 
ing measure  of  thankfulness  to  the  Almighty  for  this  happy  condition 
of  things,  just  as  though  all  this  was  out  of  the  ordinary,  and  those 
good  people  seldom  enjoyed  the  **  comforts  "  of  life.    We  suggest  that  as 

■ 

an  inducement  for  people  to  start  a  hegira  for  South  Dakota,  the 
language  quoted  would  be  a  howling  failure. 

He  made  no  decisions.  His  dispensations  were  few  and  unimport- 
ant.   His  portrait  makes  an  admirable  frontispiece  to  the  pamphlet. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  mostly  local  in  their  references. 
The  treasury  is  in  fairly  good  shape,  containing  a  «ash  balance  of 
11,093.57.    Total  membership,  920,  a  gain  of  82. 

Our  good  brother.  Sam.  Jumper,  again  jumps  into  the  arena  with  one  of 
his  excellent  Correspondence  Reports,  in  which  he  digests  the  transac- 
actions  of  forty-two  Templar  Grands  in  his  usual  entertaining  style.  Bro. 
Sam's  attention  to  our  doings  at  Biloxi,  is  full  and  fraternal.  He  has 
some  pleasant  words  for  all  of  us,  including  the  distinguished  author  of 
this  report.  We  note  the  handiwork  of  the  '*  intelligent  compositor 
fiend  "  who  remarks  that  a  collection  was  taken  for  the  "  WATCHEZ  " 
Protestant  Orphan  Asylum,  etc.  He  spells  "wot"  with  an  "a,"  style 
with  an  "  i,"  finishes  up  the  murder  of  the  passage  of  scripture,  cor- 
rectly written  by  us,  in  the  "  copy  "  but  mangled  up  by  "  Our  Fred.," 
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which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  shall  give  me  on  MY  day!!! 
Ye  Gods ! !  How  can  one  be  patient  under  such  trials  as  these ! !  While 
our  Fred  is  quite  ''long''  on  Masonic  and  Templar  Jurisprudence,  he 
is  decidedly  short  in  his  knowledge  of  scripture!  and  the  cuss  over  in 
Dakota  knows  less  about  it  than  Fred  does.  Kill  the  villian!  and  be 
in  a  hurry  about  it,  too. 

Bro  Sam.  has  a  tinge  of  sorrow  steal  over  him  in  regard  to  the  little 
tiff  between  the  only  and  original  Belden,  and  this  writer.  He  suggests 
that  we  kiss  and  make  up.  We  draw  the  line  at  kissing  Belden.  He 
may  be  sweet,  but  we  doubt  it;  are  willing,  however,  to  admit  the 
fact  and  proceed  to  trial.  If  Carles  is  sorry  that  nature  ramified  him 
for  an  egotist  and  he  cannot  help  it,  we  will  forgive  him  and  consider 
the  incident  closed,  but  on  no  other  conditions.  We  are  also  willing  to 
compromise,  by  kissing  all  the  good  looking  girls  in  Oregon,  and  that  is 
the  best  we  can  do. 

R.  E.  Sir  Fred.  A.  Spafford,  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  unchanged. 


TENNESSEE  — 1903. 

The  Forty-first  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Memphis,  May  12th. 
There  were  present:  R.  E.  Sir  James  Park  Fianner,  Grand  Commander; 
K.  Sir  Jno.  B.  Garret,  Grand  Recorder;  all  the  rest  ot  the  Grand  OflScers, 
delegates  from  fourteen  Subordinate  Coinmanderies,  four  Past  Grand 
Commanders,  one  of  them  from  Georgia,  a  lot  of  Past  Commanders,  and 
thirteen  Grand  Representatives. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  very  brief,  covering  but  three 
anti  a  half  pages,  and  contains  nothing  of  special  interest  to  outsiders. 
We  excerpt  his  opening: 

After  the  lapse  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  this  goodly  city 
of  the  Chickasaw  Bluffs  again  witnesses  the  gathering  of  the  Templar 
host  of  Tennessee.  The  mutations  of  time  ever  give  a  melancholy  cast 
to  our  reflections.  The  shades  of  a  long  array  of  eminent  and  illustrious 
dead  pass  in  review  before  memory.  Right  Eminent  Sir  William 
Reuben  Butler,  Grand  Commander,  and  his  successor,  Right  Kniinent 
Edward  R.  T.  Worshani,  Deputy  Grand  Commander  of  the  Fifteenth  An- 
nual Conclave,  held  in  this  city  in  May,  1877,  have  long  since  departed 
to  the  land  of  the  "  leal  and  the  true."  Right  Eminent  Achilles  D.  Sears, 
Benj.  F.  Haller,  William  M.  Brooks,  George  Cooper  Conner,  William  C. 
Smith,  John  Frizzell  and  other  Past  Grand  Commanders,  who  made  the 
annals  of  Tennessee  Templarism  illustrious  by  their  life  and  actions, 
have  taken  their  places  in  the  "  silent  halls  of  death." 

"Their  swords  are  rust,  their  bodies  dust, 
Their  souls  are  with  the  saints,  we  trust." 

The  halo  of  their  virtues  still  encircle  their  memories,  and  the  recol- 
lection of  them  is  still  an  inspiration  to  us. 
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Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  4,  and  St.  Elmo,  No.  15,  the  hosts  of  that 
occasion,  survive  in  Memphis  Commandery,  No.  4,  whose  invitation  you 
now  honor,  and  whose  welcome  I  extend  to  our  Forty-first  Annual  Con- 
clave. 

We  have  special  cause  of  gratitude  to  a  kind  providence,  in  that  this 
Grand  Commandery  has  been  spared  the  visitations  of  death,  with  the 
exception  of  Past  Commander  Eminent  Sir  Bernard  F.  Price,  Past  Grand 
Master  of  Masons  of  Tennessee,  whose  death  was  announced  to  me  by  a 
telegram  received  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  May. 

Every  Mason's  heart  will  feel  a  pang  at  this  great  loss  to  the  Craft, 
and  I  am  sure  that  this  Grand  Commandery  will  take  appropriate  action 
in  conjunction  with  our  Masonic  brethren,  as  a  testimonial  of  our  com- 
mon bereavement. 

Due  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  of  deceased  fraters,  among  them 
Sir  Bun  F.  Price,  to  whom  a  tribute  of  sincere  affection  is  paid.  Tennes- 
see has  many  grand  and  noble  names  on  its  roll,  past  and  present,  and 
among  them  Bro.  Price  stood  preeminent. 

He  denied  permission  to  ballot  on  petitions  at  a  special  conclave. 
Perhaps  he  acted  wisely,  but  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  Subordin- 
ate Commandery  is  the  best  judge  of  these  matters.  However,  these 
fellows  that  desire  to  go  through  with  a  rush  and  a  roar,  very  frequently, 
are  like  the  seed  that  fell  on  stony  places,  where  it  had  no  depth  of 
earth,  and  so  wilted  under  the  hot  sun  of  practical,  every  day  life. 

He  remarks,  incidentally,  that  thirty  years  ago  he  was  Junior  Grand 
Warden;  that  his  promotion,  though  slow,  had  been  sure.  We  concur 
in  the  first  clause  of  this  remark  :  it  was  excruciatingly  slow,  and  the 
slowness  of  it  is  not  to  the  credit  of  the  Grand  Body.  It  is  barely  pos- 
sible tiiat  this  is  a  matter  that  does  not  concern  us,  but  we  can't  help  it. 

The  proceedings  were  local  and  devoid  of  general  interest.  Grand 
Treasurer  reports  a  cash  balance  of  $888.43. 

Grand  Recorder  reports  a  total  membership  of  1008,  and  a  net  in- 
crease of  24. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Is  the  finished  ashlar  of  our  good  brother,  Henry  H.  Ingersoll^  covers 
71  pp.,  reviews  the  transactions  of  nearly  all  the  family  of  Templar 
Grands  in  an  entertaining,  instructive  and  able  manner.  His  opening 
contains  an  eloquent  and  affectionate  tribute  to  the  memory,  life  and 
worth  of  our  late  brother,  Price. 

Our  Brother  Morford,  of  Arizona,  says  of  Bro.  IngersoH's  report  of 
last  year,  that  it  had  enough  original  matter  in  it  to  relieve  it  of  the  op- 
probrium of  being  designated  a  Literary  Garbage  Dump,  but  it  does  not 
seem  to  have  kept  up  on  this  line,  as  the  report  before  us  is  largely  clip- 
pings and  paste,  and  of  tliis  he  should  be  ashamed. 

His  attention  to  our  pamphlets  of  1902  and  1903,  is  very  full,  frater- 
nal and  pleasant.  He  has  some  pleasant  words  for  our  Fred,  the  mem- 
ory of  our  Brother  Power,  and  a  word  of  cheer  and  approval  for  others, 
including  this  committee,  all  of  which  is  appreciated.      Under  1903,  we 

find  the  following: 

6 


82  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Bat  the  most  signal  occurrence  chronicled  in  this  pamphlet  is  that 
Mississippi  has  broken  the  Grand  Line,  and  thas  destroyed  the  Masonic 
fetish !  She  has  shown  us  all  how  the  result  is  accomplished — not  by 
resolution,  nor  by  proclamation,  nor  with  blare  of  trumpets,  but  by  just 
doing  it.  Half  the  old  officers  are  in  the  new  roster ;  but  the  line,  the 
charmed  line,  the  grand  line,  the  sacred  line,  is  broken.  Mississippi 
Fratres  have  asserted  their  right  of  choice,  and  set  us  all  an  example 
worthy  of  imitation.    Slavery  is  abolished  in  that  State! 


Which  we  do  not  exactly  understand.     What  WAS  the  "  fetish? "     We 
copy  from  his  "  Conclusion: '' 


There  are  other  transactions  in  Templary  than  making  and  constru- 
ing laws.  Habits,  usages  and  customs  become  laws  of  life,  constitute  the 
modw  Vivendi  in  each  State,  and  upon  them  often  depends  the  character 
and  reputation  of  the  Jurisdiction.  We  are  one  body,  and  each  has  an 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  all.  We  live  for  each  other.  We  are  all  jeal- 
ous of  the  good  name  of  each.  The  whole  body  must  suffer  from  the 
hurts  and  slips  of  members.  And  so  applause  and  censure  are  ours  of 
right.  Correspondents  must  approve  whatever  is  worthy,  and  not  hesi- 
tate to  *'  shoot  folly  as  it  flies." 

Official  conduct  and  speech  invite  scrutiny  and  criticism  ;  and  our 
function  is  to  note  matters  alike  of  omission  and  commission — sins  of 
forgetfulness  as  well  as  sins  of  sacrilege,  usages  that  offend  and  usages 
that  please  the  Christian  world.  It  is  not  enough  that  a  Knight  Temp- 
lar be  a  good  Mason.  He  must  add  to  the  cardinal  virtues  of  the  great 
Fraternity  the  peculiar  merits  of  the  Christian  Warrior.  We  must  be 
more  than  mere  Freemasons— grand  as  that  title  is — or  we  have  no  ratwrn 
cTetre. 

The  practical  duties  of  life  are  the  same  to  Freemason  and  Christian. 
The  Knight  Templar  cannot  content  himself  with  Faith,  Hope  and  Char- 
ity, as  can  the  Freemason ;  but  to  these  he  must  add  the  peculiar  faith 
and  hope  that  characterize  Christianity— he  should  have  the  creed  of  the 
Crusaders,  and  ever  confess  Christ  in  the  world.  He  should  know  that 
his  Redeemer  liveth. 

The  absence  of  these  fundamentals  from  some  of  our  Knight  Templar 
Proceedings,  where  leaders'  forms  are  seen  and  words  are  reported,  and 
the  presence  of  certain  traces  of  pagan  habit  and  custom  in  others  invite 
our  special  notice  now.  And  there  will  be  need  of  the  correspondent's 
pencil  so  long  as  Knights  are  wielding  their  swords  in  defense  of  the 
Christian  religion,  and  striving  to  attain  "  unto  perfect  manhood,  unto 
the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fullness  of  Christ. '* 


This  shows  that  he  has  plenty  of  original  matter  in  stock,  which 
makes  his  sin  more  heinous.  ^'  Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men  that 
they  may  take  knowledge  of  your  good  works''  and  the  ability  Ood 
has  given  you,  "  and  glorify  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven." 

R.  E.  Sir  John  Wilson  Bailey,  is  Grand  Commander.  (His  face 
adorns  the  pamphlet,  as  he  is  really  ''good  looking") ;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  continued. 
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TEX  AS  — 1903. 

The  Fiftieth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Austin,  April 
15th  and  16th.  Present:  R.  E.  Sir  Jacob  F.  Zurn,  Grand  Commander; 
E.  Sir  John  Carson  Kidd,  Grand  Recorder,  all  the  rest  of  the  Grand  Offi- 
cers, ten  Past  Grand  Commanders,  and  Representatives  of  twenty-eight 
Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  opening  was  preceded  by  Devotional  Services,  and  a  most  ex- 
cellent sermon  by  the  (irand  Prelate,  together  with  sundry  and  divers 
welcoming  speeches  and  responses,  all  of  which  were  good,  if  we  except 
the  chestnutty  references  to  the  original  Templars. 

However,  some  people  are  proud  of  our  forerunners,  a  privilege 
guaranteed  to  them  by  the  Constitution  of  our  country,  but  one  we  are 
not  disposed  to  exercise. 

The  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  being  in  attendance, 
he  was  welcomed  in  a  neat  little  speech,  by  the  Right  Eminent,  to  which 
the  Grand  Master  responded  in  his  happiest  vein. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  complete  resume  of  his 
administration,  well  written  and  constructed,  but  devoid  of  interest 
outside  that  jurisdiction,  to  a  large  extent.  Eloquent  and  just  tribute 
is  paid  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  knightly  dead.  He  constituted 
quite  a  number  of  new  Commanderies.  The  Subordinate  Command- 
eries were  generally  inspected,  which  developed  the  fact  that  there 
were  quite  a  large  number  of  voluntary  non-afiiliates,  in  lodge  and 
chapter,  a  matter  the  Right  Eminent  referred  to  the  Grand  Body.  His 
S.pecial  dispensations  were  all  for  legitimate  purposes.  He  granted  two 
dispensations  for  new  Commanderies.  He  made  several  decisions,  all  of 
them  correct,  except  one,  where  he  allows  a  Commandery,  U.  D.,  to  levy 
and  collect  dues.  As  we  understand  it,  the  only  thing  a  lodge,  chapter 
or  commandery,  U.  D.,  can  do  is  to  confer  degrees.  We  may  be  wrong, 
but  it  is  not  probable  that  we  are. 

Under  the  head  of  Xmaa  Observance,  we  find  the  following,  which, 
not  being  in  quotation  marks,  we  infer  is  original  with  the  Right  Emi- 
nent winch  shows,  in  connection  with  one  or  two  others,  we  find  in 
the  address,  that  he  is  something  of  a  poet.  We  copy  a  couple  of  them, 
as  a  sample : 
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I  acknowledged  receipt  of  above,  and  caused  a  copy  of  same,  to- 
gether with  the  following,  to  be  sent  to  all  Subordinate  Commanderiea 
in  this  Jurisdictions : 

Grand  Commandery,  Knights  Templar  of  Texas, 
Headquarters  of  the  Grand  Commander. 

Fort  Worth,  Texas,  Nov.  20,  1902. 
To  all  Knights  Templar  in  Texas  : 

The  Books  of  Father  Time  are  now 

Closing  for  the  year : 
In  them  our  trials,  sorrows,  joys. 

Of  record  do  appear. 

At  this  our  Annual  Christmas  Feast, 

Let's  joiil  with  one  accord 
And  wish  to  him,  our  leader  true, 

The  favor  of  our  Lord. 

When  final  balance  has  been  struck, 

May  we  who  here  abide. 
Hear  from  above, — "  Your  record  shows 

Upon  the  credit  side." 

SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Way  down  in  Maine, 
Where  the  sun  gets  up, 
Our  glorious  land  to  enter, 

They  use  the  Eastern  Time. 
In  our  good  State, 
Where  the  sun  e'er  shines, 
— ^Texas  always  "  strikes  the  Center  "— 

We  use  the  Central  Time. 


A  portrait  of  the  Right  Eminent  adorns  the  pamphlet.  He  evi- 
dently did  his  best  to  comply  with  the  usual  request  of  the  Artist — 
'^  Look  pleasant,"  as  there  is  a  smile  on  his  lips  and  in  his  eyes. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  mostly  of  local  interest.  Grand 
Recorder  reports  collections  of  $3,466.50.  Total  membershp,  2,587,  a  net 
gain  of  205. 

The  Grand  Treasurcry  contained  a  cash  balance,  General  Fund,  of 
$4,143.77;  Triennial  Fund,  $1,084.87. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Digests  the  transactions  of  thirty-seven  Templar  Grands,  and  is  the 
joint  production  of  brothers  Elgin  and  Rounsavall,  as  usual,  and,  also  as 
usual,  is  all  wool  and  a  yard  wide.  We  are  not  partial  to  double  bar- 
reled ordnance,  of  such  large  calibre,  but,  as  our  Lone  Star  brethren 
seem  to  enjoy  this  sort  of  combination,  we  are  not  disposed  to  complain. 

The  report  is  shorn  of  much  interest  and  beauty,  by  the  absence 
from  its  pages  of  Massachusets,  Rhode  Island,  Mississippi  and  others, 
but  we  do  not  presume  that  our  good  brethren  are  in  fault  along  here. 
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Our  brethren  are  too  sparing,  we  think,  of  original  matter,  which 
is  a  matter  of  regret. 

R.  E.  Sir  William  H.  Bell,  ia  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder 

and  Correspondent  continued. 


VERMONT  — 1903. 

The  Sixty-first  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Burlington, 
June  9th.  There  were  in  attendance :  R.  E.  Dan.  P.  Webster,  Grand 
Commander;  E.  Sir  Henry  Ho.  Ross,  Grand  Recorder;  six  Past  Grand 
Commanders,  several  other  Past  Grand  Officers,  nineteen  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives and  delegates  from  twelve  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  of  the  R.  E.  is  a  short,  but  well  written  resume  of  his 
administration,  but  is  confined,  almost  entirely,  to  matters  of  local  in- 
terest.   We  excerpt  from  his  opening  : 

Another  year  in  the  history  of  Templar  Masonry  in  this  Grand  Ju- 
risdiction has  drawn  to  a  close,  and  it  becomes  my  pleasing  duty  to  wel- 
come you  to  our  Sixty-first  Annual  Conclave  and  to  render  to  you  an 
account  of  my  stewardship. 

That  we  are  here  in  a  place  to  us,  of  so  many  pleasant  associations  is  an 
occasion  of  devout  thanksgiving  to  Him  who  has  so  mercifully  preserved 
and  kindly  blessed  us.  I  am  glad  to  note  that  this  has  been  a  year  of 
liarmony  and  prosperity  within  our  Jurisdiction  and  I  know  of  nothing 
to  disturb  the  peaceful  relations  with  our  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions. 

Our  official  ranks  in  this  Grand  Commandery  have  remained  unbro- 
ken during  the  year ;  still,  Death,  the  grim  messenger  has  entered  the 
Asylum  of  some  of  our  Commanderies  and  thirty-three  Sir  Knights  in 
this  Jurisdiction  have  sheathed  their  swords  for  the  last  time,  have  re- 
ceived the  reward  that  awaits  the  valiant  Templar  and  the  fadeless  tri- 
umphs of  the  immortal.  Peace  to  their  ashes.  And  in  our  memories  of 
them  are  fond  regrets  and  tender  recollections.  Although  dead  they  yet 
speak.  Then  let  us  heed  the  lessons  of  their  lives  and  not  forget  the  ad- 
monitions of  their  death,  remembering  that  we,  too,  are  mortal. 

He  expresses  the  usual  regret  at  not  having  been  able  to  visit  all  the 
Commanderies,  which  was  labor  lost.  He  issued  the  usual  batch  of  dis- 
pensations, some  of  them  to  parade  on  Decoration  Day,  to  which  we 
have  ceased  to  object.  We  don't  like  to  work  for  nothing  and  board 
ourselves,  and  have  gone  on  strike. 

He  made  no  decisions.  We  copy  his  ''  Conclusion  "  in  which  he  dis- 
counts his  own  ability  to  run  the  machine,  intimating  that  the  support 
he  received  from  his  stafi*,  enabled  him  to  pull  through.  To  this  we  de- 
mur, as  his  face  indicates  sufiicient  ability  to  go  it  alone  and  reach  the 
goal.     But  here  is  the  excerpt : 

I  now  return  to  you  the  insignia  of  the  high  office  which  yon,  in 
your  kindness  conferred  upon  me  one  short  year  ago.  I  know  full  well 
that  I  have  not  discharged  the  duties  which  devolved  upon  me  as  your 
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Grand  Commander  in  the  manner  in  which  they  should  have  been  done. 
Disturbed  health  has  in  a  great  measure  interfered  and  in  some  instances, 
it  has  threatened  to  incapacitate  me  wholly  from  discliargingany  duties 
connected  with  my  office.  Whatever  success  has  attended  my  adminis- 
tration is  in  a  large  measure  due  to  the  loyalty  and  support  that  I  have 
received  from  my  subordinate  officers.  To  them  all,  especially  our  Grand 
Recorder,  I  return  my  sincere  thanks.  In  this  public  manner  I  wish  to 
thank  Past  Grand  Commander  Raskins  for  the  loyal  support  and  assist- 
ance that  he  has  given  me  during  the  year.  I  have  received  from  the 
officers  and  Sir  Knights  of  all  our  Commanderies  nothing  but  courtesy 
and  kindness,  and  1  assure  you  that  nothing  but  pleasant  memories  will 
ever  cluster  around  my  official  connection  with  this  Grand  Body. 

Finally,  let  us  strive.  Sir  Knights,  to  imitate  the  example  of  the 
Blessed  Immahuel  under  whose  banner  we  have  all  enlisted,  and  to  make 
our  lives,  as  completely  as  possible,  an  exemplification  of  his  teaching. 
If  every  Knight  Templar  would  endeavor  so  to  live,  the  history  of  our 
noble  Order,  which  we  all  love  and  to  which  we  are  bound  by  so  many 
vows  of  Christian  Knighthood,  will  be  more  glorious  in  the  future  than 
it  has  been  in  the  past.  Its  growth  will  be  that  of  centuries  and  its 
records  and  achievements  among  tiiose  imperishable  monuments  that 
are  destined  for  the  admiration  of  coming  ages. 

"  Press  on  and  reach  the  goal, 

And  gain  the  prize  and  wear  the  crown, 
Faint  not,  for  to  the  steadfast  soul 
Come  wealth  and  honor  and  renown. 

To  thine  own  self  be  true,  and  keep 
Thy  mind  from  sloth,  thy  heart  from  soil, 

Press  on  and  thou  shalt  surely  reap 
A  heavenly  harvest  for  thy  toil." 

The  proceedings  are  mostly  routine  and  of  local  interest.  The  Grand 
treasury  contained  a  cash  balance  of  $1,829.14.  Total  membership.  19(>5, 
a  gain  of  105,  which  is  very  good. 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology  we  clip  the  following : 

JAMBS  T.    MBADB  ' 

Grand  Commander  1882-1883. 

A  devoted  member  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  a  sincere  Christian, 
he  exercised  a  good  influence  in  the  community  all  his  life  and  found 
himself  in  a  congenial  atmosphere  when  he  entered  Masonry,  where  there 
was  an  opportunity  for  the  development  of  a  genial,  warm-hearted  phi- 
lanthropy and  the  cultivation  of  all  the  Christian  virtues. 


The  bulk  of  the  pamphlet  is  taken  up  with  the  report  on  Correspond- 
ence, which  is  the  work  of  our  old  and  valued  friend,  R.  E.  Sir  Marsh 
O.  Perkins,  and,  like  those  which  preceded  it,  is  decidedly  good.  Forty- 
four  Grand  Jurisdictions  are  carefully  and  courteously  reviewed  in  our 
brother's  report,  Mississippi  at  Winona  getting  nearly  three  pages. 

Our  good  friend's  attention  to  Mississippi  is  full  and  fraternal,  cour- 
teous and  kind,  and  is  appreciated.  He  copies  largely  from  Brother 
Howard's  address  and  has  this  to  say  of  '^The  Great  and  Only,  Fred:" 
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Our  beloved  frater,  R.  £.  Sir  Frederic  Speed,  made  quite  a  lengthy 
verbal  report  upon  the  death  of  President  McKinley,  which  was  unani- 
mously adopted  and  afterwards  reduced  to  writing,  and  is  published  in 
the  proceedings.  It  was  a  loving  tribute  paid  to  a  grand  and  good  man 
and  most  worthy  Templar.     We  here  quote  the  concluding  sentences. 

He  has  a  pleasant  word  for  our  report,  and  honors  us  by  making  copi- 
ous extracts  therefrom.  This  shows  that  he  readily  recognizes  a  good 
thing,  when  he  sees  it. 

Our  only  objection  to  him  is,  that  he  hides  his  light  under  a  bushel 
measure,  and  injects  but  little  original  matter  into  his  report,  in  expres- 
sing his  individual  opinions.    We  copy  from  his  ^'  Conclusion.'' 

A  dearth  of  controversy  over 'legislative  matters  reduces  our  report 
to  a  simple  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  several  Grand  Jurisdictions 
which  we  conceive  may  be  of  interest  to  our  readers. 

A  large  number  of  Past  Grand  Commanders,  with  many  of  whom 
we  had  a  pleasant  acquaintance,  have  finished  their  work  here  on  earth 
and  now  dwell  in  the  realms  of  life  eternal. 

There  has  been  a  material  gain  in  membership  in  all  the  Grand  Ju- 
risdictions of  the  United  States,  save  one  where  the  loss  was  but  seven- 
teen, making  a  net  gain,  including  Canada,  of  6,080. 

Just  before  closing  our  report,  we  learn  through  the  newspapers  that 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  California,  at  their  recent  Annual  Conclave, 
decided  by  a  unanimous  vote  that  hereafter  no  wine  shall  be  served  at 
Templar  banquets.  It  was  further  stated  that  the  California  Grand 
Lodge  of  Masons  at  its  Annual  Communication  next  October  will  take 
the  same  decisive  action  and  order  that  all  banquets  given  under  the  au- 
spices of  any  Masonic  Lodge  of  the  state  be  strictly  temperate.  The  in- 
novation was  introduced,  it  is  claimed,  so  that  the  Order  of  Knights 
Templar  on  the  Pacific  coast  might  fall  in  line  with  the  general  move- 
ment of  tlie  same  kind  in  the  East,  and  because  the  use  of  wine  in  the 
Lodge  rooms  for  all  of  the  functions  is  contrary  to  the  priciples  of  Ma- 
sonry. Of  all  the  products  of  California  there  is  none  of  which  her  people 
are  more  proud  than  the  wines  there  produced.  Millions  have  been  ex- 
pended in  the  development  of  the  wine  industry  of  California  and  in 
advertising  it.  We  are  led  to  inquire  if  our  California  fratershave  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  impossible  out  there  to  make  use  of  wine  at 
the  banquet  table  in  a  strictly  temperate  manner  ?  We  hope  not.  We 
are  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  a  man  who  cannot  use  wine  at  the  ban- 
quet table,  or  at  the  base  of  the  triangle,  without  contracting  a  habit  for 
the  use  of  strong  drink  to  excess,  has  no  business  to  apply  for  the  Orders 
of  Knighthood.  The  Templar  Asylum  is  not  a  "  House  of  Reformation  " 
or  a  **  Keeley  Cure  "  institution ;  but  it  is  a  place,  however,  where  men 
of  strong  minds  and  temperate  habits  congregate  and  are  taught  lessons 
superior  in  many  respects  to  those  promulgated  from  the  various  pulpits 
of  the  land. 

Two  years  ago  we  asked  to  be  relieved  of  the  care  and  responsibility 
of  a  Reviewer,  but  were  induced  to  go  on  with  the  good  work  which  has 
afforded  us  many  pleasant  hours  and  still  pleasanter  intercourse  with 
the  members  of  the  Guild,  for  whom  we  have  unbounded  love.  Owing 
to  our  many  other  cares  and  responsibilities  we  have  had  to  write  this 
report  under  many  difficulties  and  it  is  far  from  being  satisfactory  toour- 
selt.  We  must,  however,  absolutely  decline  to  take  iip  again  the  task  of 
writing  another  report,  and  now  bid  adieu  to  further  reportorial  service. 

May  peace,  love  and  prosperity  prevail  among  all  Knights  Templar 
forever,  is  our  parting  prayer. 
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We  re^et,  extremely,  that  this  report  is  the  last  that  we  shall  have 
from  Brother  Perkins,  but  we  must  bow  to  the  [inevitable.  He  carries 
with  him,  into  his  retirement,  the  very  best  wishes  of  the  writer  for  his 
happiness,  and  prosperity  here,  and  his  final  salvation  in  Heaven. 

R.  E.  Sir  Silas  H.  Danforth,  is  Grand  Commander ;  £.  Sir  Henrv  H. 
Ross,  is  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondent. 


VIRGINIA  — 1902. 

The  Eightieth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Richmond, 
November  13th.  There  were  in  attendance:  R.  E.  John  Edward  Towne, 
Grand  Commander;  R.  E.  Sir  James  Braxton  Blanks,  Grand  Recorder; 
eight  Past  Grand  Commanders,  a  multitude  of  Past  Commanders,  about 
a  hundred  distinguished  visitors,  twenty-three  Grand  Representatives 
and  delegates  from  eighteen  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  of  the  Right  Eminent  is  a  short  but  well  written  resume 
of  his  administration,  in  which  we  find  nothing  of  general  interest.  We 
copy  his  opening: 

Crowded  with  joys,  and  laden  too,  with  sorrows  for  life,  is  but  the 
sunshine  and  the  shadow, — 

"  A  mystic  woof 

Plied  by  a  shuttle  drear. 
Weaving  the  threads  of  care 
Wet  with  affection's  tear." 

I  can  scarcely  realize  since  last  we  met  another  year  has  gone,  bear- 
ing its  record  to  the  Great  Chronicler  of  all  human  events,  and  yet,  if 
resolutions  are  strengthened,  vows  faithfully  and  loyally  kept,  and  the 
sublime  principles  of  our  Order  strictly  adhered  to,  then,  indeed,  will 
the  past  twelve  months  be  to  each  of  us  a  precious  legacy — a  sweet  mem- 
ory. 

Enlisted  under  the  banner  of  Immanuel,  and  proclaiming  to  the 
world  our  allegiance  to  the  Cross,  we  should  put  our  armor  on,  fighting 
the  ^'good  fight,"  and,  when  the  conflict  is  ended,  wearing  the  victor's 
crown,  we  shall  enter  the  great  Beyond  and  be  numbered  with  the  re- 
deemed. 

Coming  together  in  warm  fellowship  and  close  association,  I  extend 
the  hand  of  Knightly  greeting,  and  bid  you  welcome  participants  in  the 
deliberations  of  the  Eightieth  Grand  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Virginia. 

With  reverent  lips  and  grateful  hearts  to  Him  "  from  whom  all 
blessings  fiow,"  should  our  prayers  ascend,  for  His  loving  kindness  and 
protection,  and  for  the  full  measure  of  prosperity  with  which  we  have 
been  favored  during  the  year  about  to  close.  Especially  should  we  be 
thankful  for  the  harmony  and  fraternal  affection  which  exists  through- 
out our  beloved  Jurisdiction,  and  for  the  continuance  of  those  cordial 
and  Knightly  relations  which  have  ever  characterized  our  intercourse 
with  other  Grand  Commanderies. 
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What  a  tremendous  word  that  little  "  if "  is ! !  "  If "  we  have  done  so 
and  so,  all  is  well,  but  how  often  and  how  signally  we  fail  to  do.  "  If " 
Dives  had  been  a  good  man,  he  would  not  have  **  lifted  up  his  eyes,  in 
hell,  and  beheld  Abraham  afar  off  and  Lazarus  in  his  bosom.  '*If" 
Peter  had  not  been  a  boastful  coward,  he  would  not  have  denied  his 
Master,  cursed  and  swore,  nor  would  he  have  had  the  exhibition  of  the 
infinite  pity  and  tenderness  of  that  same  Master,  towards  those  for 
whom  He  shed  his  own  precious  blood. 

He  had  this  to  say  of  their  Masonic  Home  : 

In  the  Masonic  coronet  there  is  no  gem  that  glitters  with  the  same 
degree  of  brilliancy  as  the  Masonic  Home, — the  sacred  trust  bequeathed 
to  the  Masons  of  Virginia  by  the  lamented  and  munificent  Babcock. 
This  Grand  Commandery,  ever  ready  to  respond  to  the  cry  of  the  '*  help- 
less orphan  and  destitute  widow,"  will  I  doubt  not,  continue  its  sub- 
stantial interest  in  an  institution  which  should  appeal  to  the  tenderest 
and  most  generous  instincts  of  a  Templar's  heart. 

No  dispensations  or  decisions.  He  remarks  anent  the  subject  of 
correspondence: 

For  many  years  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Vir- 
ginia have  been  conspicuous  by  the  absence  of  a  report  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence. In  the  proceedings  of  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  howev- 
er, such  deficiency  has  been  happily  supplied  by  Rt.  Em.  Sir  James  E. 
Alexander,  in  his  very  attractive  and  interesting  review  of  the  acts  of 
our  Sister  Grand  Jurisdictions.  I  am  quite  sure,  those  who  have  read 
this  able  report,  will  agree  with  me,  in  pronouncing  its  author  "the 
right  man  in  the  right  place." 

In  which  we  concur  most  heartily.  An  excellent  portrait  of  the  au- 
thor adorns  the  pamphlet.    A  fine  face  and  a  long  head. 

The  proceedings  were  confined  to  local  interests.  The  Grand  Treas- 
ury contains  a  cash  balance  of  $388.69.  Grand  Recorder  reports  receipts 
of  $1,909.68.    Total  membership,  1,762,  a  gain  of  49. 

Visitors  were  present  from  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Colorado,  District  of 
Columbia,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  New  Mexico,  North  Carolina,  North 
Dakota,  Ohio,  Oregon,  Texas,  Vermont,  West  Virginia  and  Wisconsin, 
in  the  persons  of  their  Grand  Representatives.  Where  was  "  The  gen- 
tleman from  Mississippi  ?  " 

Correspondence  is  the  second  child  of  Past  Grand  Commander  James 
E.  Alexander,  and  like  the  first  born,  is  perfect  in  all  its  parts  and  com- 
plete as  a  whole. 

The  report  covers  110  pages,  digests  the  doings  of  most  of  the  Tem- 
plar Grands,  in  a  style  peculiar  to  himself  and  very  courteous  and  en- 
tertaining. 

Under  California,  and  noticing  the  extraordinary  decisions  of  the 
Grand  Commander,  that  a  drunkard  factory  attached  to  a  hotel,  is  dif- 
ferent from  one  attached  to  a  family  grocery !  he  says : 
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.We  trust  that  R.  £.  8ir Knight  Miller  will  pardon  us,  but  we  must 
confess  some  disappointment.  The  answer  does  not  api)ear  to  reach  the 
point  of  decision.  It  is  sophistical  and  the  distinction  is  not  apparent 
The  difference  between  the  *'  saloon-keeper"  and  the  *'  hotel-keeper  who 
runs  a  saloon'*  is  not  perceptible,  if  the  *'  hotel-keeper  who  runs  a  saloon  " 
derives  in  any  manner,  any  pecuniary  benefit  therefrom.  The  law  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  was  no  doubt  prompted  and  enacted  from  moral 
standpoints ;  otherwise  it  is  unnecessary  legislation.  In  any  community, 
the  sentiment  which  places  a  saloon-keeper  under  ban  is  purely  moral 
and  there  are  no  privileged  classes  in  the  domain  of  morals.  The  saloon 
which  is  '*  run''  for  the  accommodation  of  the  guests  of  the  hotel, derives 
the  larger  share  of  patronage  from  the  resident  population.  We  ask  for 
information:  is  there  an  article  of  the  Constitution  or  a  section  of  the 
statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  which  will  permit  a  Grand  or  Sub- 
ordinate Commandery  to  enact  a  law,  the  provisions  of  which  forbids  the 
reception  of  a  petition,  properly  executed,  on  the  form  prescribed  by  the 
Grand  Encampment?  We  submit,  that  if  such  enactment  is  constitu- 
tional, is  it  not  advisable  to  express  the  law  in  such  explicit  terms  that 
the  necessity  for  "  nice  discriminations"  need  not  arise?  If  unconsti- 
tutional why  not  leave  the  question  to  be  determined  by  the  secret 
ballot? 


In  all  of  which  we  concur.  Under  Illinois,  and  commenting  on  the 
decision  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  the 
eligibility  of  a  companion  with  a  cork  leg,  he  says : 

This  with  reference  to  physical  qualifications,  when  commenting  on 
the  decision  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  that 
a  Companion  who  wears  a  cork  leg,  could  not  be  elected  to  receive  the 
orders  for  the  reason  that  he  ''could  not  take  part  in  the  escorts  in  the 
Asylum  or  be  a  participant  in  any  parade  before  the  public,"  one  would 
think  from  this  that  these  are  the  only  duties  required  of  a  Templar. 
Will  our  Heavenly  Father  receive  a  one-legged  or  one-armed  man  into 
the  Grand  Asylum  above?  we  are  led  to  ask.  Are  there  no  other  duties 
to  be  performed  in  the  asylum  than  that  of  ''escort?"  Could  not  a 
Templar,  even  with  a  "cork-leg,"  perform  every  duty  required  of  him  in 
the  asylum,  even  to  escort  duty  ?  Years  ago  we  argued  this  question  and 
are  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  physical  qualification  requirement  be- 
longs to  the  petitioner  for  the  entered  apprentice  degree  and  there  ends.  i 
Claiming  to  be  a  military  order  based  on  army  law,  usage  and  even  the  ' 
"  articles  of  war,"  let  us  follow  the  same.  Physically  qualified  and  ad- 
mitted to  the  army  promotion  may  follow,  regardless  of  the  loss  of  a 
limb.  Who  does  not  recall  the  fact  that  General  Daniel  Sickles  lost  a 
leg  and  afterwards  became  a  Major-General  of  the  regular  army?  Gen- 
eral O.  O.  Howard  lost  an  arm  and  afterwards  received  the  same  rank 
and  commanded  the  old  army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  so  of  many  others 
we  could  name.  Let  us  look  less  to  "  physical  qualifications"  and  more 
to  the  mental^  moral  and  social  and  to  the  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues 
both  in  and  out  of  the  asylum. 

We  believe  there  is  a  volume  of  truth  in  the  one  sentence.  "  The 
physical  qualification  requirement  belongs  to  the  petitioner  for  the  en- 
tered apprentice  degree  and  there  it  ends."  If  anything  happens  to  him 
afterwards,  give  him  the  opportunity,  if  there  is  no  other  objection,  to 
enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  our  brotherhood,  of  which  he  has  had  only 
sufficient  to  stimulate  a  desire  for  more  intimate  relations,  even  if  he  has 
to  be  placed  on  the  " retired  list"  or  in  the  "invalid  corps." 
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All  this  we  also  endorse.  Bro.  Alexander  devotes  six  or  more  pages 
of  his  admirable  report  to  Mississippi- at  Water  Valley,  quotes  largely 
and,  generally,  approvingly,  from  the  address  of  Bro.  Jones,  the  la^ 
committee  and  our  report.  He  takes  issue  with  us  in  no  case,  and  we 
are  glad  to  have  his  endorsement.  He  criticises  one  of  '*  Jab*s"  dispen- 
sations and  then  remarks : 

We  notice  that  the  Stated  Conclaves  of  Aberdeen  Commandery,  were 
held  during  1900,  on  the  4th  Thursday  of  each  month.  The  Stated  Con- 
clave of  July,  1900,  was  therefore  held  on  Thursday,  July  26th  ;  the  dis- 
pensation was  issued  August  Ist,  and  the  date  of  the  Stated  Conclave  for 
August  was  Thursday,  Aug.  23d.  We  know  that  it  is  none  of  our  bus- 
iness what  the  Grand  Commander  of  Mississippi  may  do  regarding  dis- 
pensations, but  in  connection  with  what  we  have  written  on  this  subject 
in  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  Massachusetts,  we  ask — How  could  a 
dispensation,  issued  Aug.  Ist,  1900,  for  ballot  out  of 'time,  be  lavfuUy  ef- 
fective,  in  the  case  of  a  petition  received  at  a  Stated  Conclave,  July  26, 
1900,  by  a  Commandery  which  could  not  hold  another  Stated  Conclave  un- 
til Aug.  23d,  1900? 

While  we  ask  this  question,  we  do  not  favor  the  restrictions  of  the 
law  ;  they  discount  the  judgment  and  administrative  ability  of  the  men 
chosen  to  fill  the  office  of  Grand  Commander,  and  while  seemingly  con- 
ferring authority,  have  rendered  its  exercise  almost  impossible,  and  that 
too,  not  from  any  specified  circumstances  connected  with  the  request. 
The  meritorious  cases  can  have  no  more  consideration  than  the  most 
unworthy,  because  of  the  limitations  as  to  time  and  Conclave. 

It  is  probable  that  Jab  is  wrong,  as  he  generally  is.  He  then  wades 
into  Fred's  law  deliverance  in  the  following  words: 

In  view  of  the  language  of  this  report,  viz:  "  to  ballot  on  a  petition 
which  is  to  be  acted  on  at  any  other  Oian  a  Stated  C'onciar^,"  (italics  ours)  we 
ask  our  distinguished  f rater.  Judge  Speed,  for  the  legal  interpretation  of 
Sec.  1,  Title  7,  of  the  Statutes,  particularly  the  words,  in  the  connection 
in  which  they  appear,  **  and  then  only  at  a  Stated  Conclave."  The  qut's- 
tion  is  asked  in  all  sincerity — for  the  reason  that  if  they  do  not  refer 
to  ballot  under  dispensation,  we  have  never  understood  their  meaning. 

Let  us  hear  from  you,  Fred.*  He  quotes  our  remarks,  in  full,  touch- 
ing the  refusal  of  Grand  Commander  Woodfin,  of  Virginia,  to  grant  a 
dispensation  to  Dove  Commandery  to  act  as  escort  at  the  laying  of  the 


•  The  point  Is  well  taken.  In  that  the  Report  referred  to  Is  amblgaoas,  but  read  In  con- 
nection with  the  address  of  the  Grand  Commander,  It  states  the  law  correctly.  The  Grand 
Commander  quoted  from  a  former  decision  of  the  Templar  Law  Committee,  p.  4 ,  1889,  In 
which  it  Is  made  yery  clear  that  a  ballot  can  only  be  taken  at  a  Stated  Conclave,  bat  he 
permitted  petitions  to  be  acted  on  at  the  same  Conclaye  at  which  they  were  received, 
when  he  himself  was  present,  and  it  was  to  this  feature  that  the  Committee  demurred, 
not  thinking  that  a  petition  should  be  acted  upon,  under  such  circumstances,  unless  all 
the  members  had  notice  that  It  would  be  presented.  Speaking  for  himself,  Fred,  does  not 
believe  in  rushing  candidates  through  any  Masonic  body,  pell  mell,  merely  that  they  may 
get  some  other  degree  or  degrees  afterwards,  and  would,  if  he  could,  take  away  the  dis- 
peoBlng  power  altogether  from  every  presiding  officer. 
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corner-stone  of  a  Jewish  Synagogue,  and  remarks,  "  We  cannot  defend 
tlie  position  of  the  Grand  Commander,  because  we  do  not  consider  the 
subject  from  his  point  of  view."  We  are  grateful  to  our  brother  for  his 
kindly  reference  to  ourself. 

There  are  a  multitude  of  things  in  this  report  that  we  would  be  glad 
to  copy,  as  it  is  among  the  best,  most  instructive  and  scholarly  of  the 
lot,  but  our  space  is  full  and  we  will  copy,  only,  his  conclusion,  which 
follows : 

One  year  ago  we  said  that  we  would  have  to  appear  as  Correspondent 
in  1902.  And  now  we  must  submit  an  incomplete  report.  We  have 
kept  the  Grand  Recorder  waiting  until  he  can  wait  no  longer.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  nine  Grand  Commanderies  remain  to  be  reviewed,  and  these 
must  be  left  to  be  taken  up  in  the  next  report.  We  could  have  made  up 
a  report  of  '*  clippings,''  which  perhaps  would  have  been  more  interest- 
ing. We  have  simply  failed  to  accomplish  what  we  proposed  in  good 
faith  to  perform.  Every  line  which  has  been  written  has  been  at  the  ex- 
pense of  loss  of  rest  at  night  after  busy  and  wearisome  days  of  office  life ; 
but  rather  than  have  no  report,  we  submit  what  has  been  written  as  the 
best  we  could  do  under  the  circumstances,  and  promise  here  and  now 
that  if  we  cannot  prepare  a  full  report  for  the  Conclave  in  November, 
1903,  our  service  and  connection  with  the  Committee  on  Correspondence 
shall  cease.  We  did  not  seek  the  duty,  but  accepted  it  that  Virginia 
might  fall  into  line  once  more  with  other  Grand  Commanderies  in  the 
particular  of  a  Report  on  Correspondence. 

We  desire  to  relieve  the  Grand  Recorder  of  all  responsibility  for  de- 
lay, and  shall  stand  ready  (D.  V.)  to  answer  to  the  Grand  Commandery 
in  November  next  for  our  dereliction. 

R.  E.  James  T.  LeSueur,  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondent  as  before. 


WASHINGTON  — 1903. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Seattle, 
June  17th.  Present :  R.  E.  Sir  Frank  P  Weymouth,  Grand  Commander: 
E.  Sir  Yancey  C.  Blalock,  Grand  Recorder;  nine  Past  Grand  Comman- 
ders, and  Representatives  of  nine  out  of  the  ten  Subordinate  Comman- 
deries. 

The  address  is  a  well  written  resume  of  an  uneventful  administra- 
tion, in  which  we  find  nothing  of  special  interest.  He  issued  the  usual 
quota  of  dispensations. 

His  decisions  were  unimportant.  One  of  the  cases,  however,  was  a 
trifie  unique.  A  companion  applied  to  and  was  elected  to  receive  the 
Orders;  the  Red  X  was  conferred,  when  a  member  objected  to  his  ad- 
vancement, on  the  ground  that  he  could  neither  read  nor  write,  except 
to  sign  his  own  name.  The  Right  Eminent  decided  that  this  is  not  a  cap- 
ital crime,  and  suggested  that  they  proceed,  and  this,  we  presume,  was 
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done.  While  we  are  not  a  stickler  for  legs,  calves,  arms  and  muscleSi  or 
Dudes  in  general,  as  being  the  proper  timber  out  of  which  to  make  Temp- 
lars, we  should  hesitate  a  long  time  before  votingfor  a  candidate  so  illiter- 
ate as  this  one  was.  He  may,  however,  make  an  excellent  member,  after 
all,  but  we  suggest  that  he  study  up  a  little.  He  could  not  vote  in  our 
State,  in  his  present  deplorable  condition. 

He  reported  that  nine  of  his  Subordinates  carried  nearly  400  swords 
into  the  places  appointed  for  the  worship  of  the  "  Prince  of  Peace." 
May  be,  however,  that  is  the  only  way  that  some  of  them  could  be  got- 
ten within  hearing  of  the  Gospel,  and  that  good  will  result.  We  hope 
so,  at  least. 

The  proceedings  were  not  of  special  interest.  The  treasury  balance, 
to  the  good,  was  $2,125.87.    Total  membership  841,  a  gain  of  100. 

Correspondence  is  the  twelfth  literary  child  of  Grand  Recorder  Bla- 
lock,  in  which  he  digests  the  minutes  of  most  of  the  Templar  Grands, 
among  them  ours  at  Biloxi,  getting  two  pages  and  a  half,  in  which  he 
quotes  largely  from  Bro.  McKay's  address  in  reference  to  the  status  of 
candidates  elected. 

His  attention  to  the  report  of  your  able  Committee  on  Correspond- 
ence is  very  full  and  flattering,  covering  not  quite  two  lines,  for  which 
we  are  obliged. 

In  his  conclusion  he  sets  up  a  wail  because  no  officer  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  has  ever  visited  that  bailiwick.  Some  people  are  never 
satisfied  and  would,  probably  grumble  if  they  had  to  be  hanged.  We  have 
been  running  a  Grand  Commandery  for  more  than  three  times  as  long 
as  they  have,  have  never  had  an  officer  of  the  Grand  Encampment  to 
visit  us  and  neither  our  health,  happiness  or  prosperity  have  been  af- 
fected thereby  !  1    Strange,  isn't  it? 

An  elegant  portrait  of  the  retiring  Grand  Commander  adorns  the 
pamphlet. 

R.  E.  Sir  Lincoln  F.  Gault,  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 


WEST   VIRGINIA  — 1903. 

The  twenty-ninth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Par- 
kersburg.  May  12th.  There  were  in  attendance:  R.  E.  Sir  James  A. 
Bryan,  Grand  Commander;  E.  Sir  Robert  C.  Dunnington,  Grand  Re- 
corder ;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  four  Past  Grand  Commanders  and 
Representatives  of  fourteen  Subordinate  Commanderies.  We  find  no 
record  of  the  presence  of  those  ornamental,  if  not  altogether  useful 
brethren,  known  as  Grand  Representatives.  Our  Brother,  the  Grand 
Recorder,  possibly  deemed  them  of  not  sufficient  importance  in  the 
economy  of  Templary  to  waste  space  upon. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  well  written  history  of  his 
administration,  but  in  which  we  find  nothing  startling  or  unique.    He 
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pays  the  usual  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  those  who  have 
crossed  the  Jordan  of  death,  from  time  to  solemn  uncertainties  of  eter- 
nity. 

He  reports  peace  and  prosperity  as  prevailing,  and  a  somewhat  phe- 
nominal  growth  in  membership.  He  also,  very  properly,  notes  the  de- 
cease of  the  beloved  wife  of  Past  Grand  Comnimander  and  present  Cor- 
respondent, our  good  friend  and  brother,  W.  W.  Van  Winkle,  to  whom 
we  beg  to  extend  our  warmest  sympathies. 

Hi^  dispensations  and  decisions  were  proper  and  sound  in  law  and 
common  sense,  which  should  be  the  basis  of  all  laws. 

He  wades  into  the  sad  degeneracy  of  the  Shrine  and  the  Shriners, 
in  the  following  elegant  and  convincing  manner.  We  commend  the  ex- 
cerpt to  all  Nobles,  wheresoever  dispersed,  and  sincerely  Iiope  that  the 
evil  so  justly  complained  of  and  which  are  so  apparent,  may  be  at 
once  and  forever  eliminated  from  the  Order.  It  has  always  been  a 
mystery  to  us  that  a  man,  sane  on  all  other  subjects,  will  make  a  fool 
of  himself  by  loading  up  with  liquid  damnation,  in  order  to  enjoy  him- 
self ! ! 

Here  is  the  clipping: 

THE   SHRINE. 

The  qualifications  are  that  the  applicant  shall  be  a  Master  Mason,  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a  Knight  Templar  in  good  standing,  or  a  Tiiirty- 
Second  Degree  Mason.  And  what  does  that  mean?  It  means  that  he 
has  pledged  himself  by  the  most  solemn  vows  that  he  will  **  maintain 
and  support''  the  pure  and  lofty  principles,  the  ennobling  and  upliit- 
ing  teaching,  the  finest  code  of  ethics  within  the  conception  of  man, 
and  of  which  tliese  orders  are  the  embodiment. 

I  am  not  opposed  to  tlie  Shrine  as  originally  intended,  for  I  believe 
we  need,  and  there  is  a  pl^ce  for  such  a  social  order.  The  beautiful 
teachings  presented,  and  the  lessons  we  learn  from  it,  ought  to  make  us 
better  men,  but  I  am  opposed  to  it  as  it  has  been  perverted.  When  the 
Sir  Knight  so  far  forgets  himself  as  to  lose  the  dignity  of  his  knightly 
bearing,  and  imbibes  so  freely  that  in  his  inebriety  his  better  self  is 
lost  sight  of  and  forgotten,  then  the  time  has  come  to  call  a  halt  upon 
associating  it  with  this  Christian  Order  of  Templarism,  and  making  it  a 
part  of  the  festivities  attending  the  Annual  Conclave  of  a  Grand  Com- 
mandery. 

I  have  witnessed  some  things  which  have  made  me  blush  with  shame 
for  my  illustrious  Nobles.  I  have  seen  a  bar  thrown  wide  open  in  a  room 
connected  with  those  where  seventy-five  candidates  were  waiting  to 
"  cross  the  sands,"  and  the  beverage  flowed  as  free  as  water,  and  some 
of  the  Nobles  felt  its  influence.  On  one  occasion  I  was  standing  in  the 
doorway  of  a  store  with  a  lady  whose  good  opinion  I  coveted  for  the 
Shrine,  (for  I  like  to  be  with  the  boys,)  and  we  noticed  twenty  or  more 
Shriners  file  into  a  saloon  with  full  dress  suits  and  fez,  and  to  this  day 
I  have  not  been  able  to  convince  her  that  the  Shriners  are  all  right. 
And  if  you  will  listen,  Sir  Knights,  you  will  hear  the  ladies  say  to  their 
husbands,  "  I  want  you  to  go  to  tlie  Grand  Commandery  meeting,  but 
please  do  not  stay  to  the  Shrine." 

Let  us  take  heed.  Nobles,  and  raise  the  standard,  or  else  we  will  pass 
into  ill-repute.  Indeed,  the  question  has  become  so  serious,  that  the 
Imperial  Potentate  has  found  it  necessary  to  issue  a  circular  letter  and 
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require  it  to  be  read  in  every  Temple  throughout  the  United  States, 
warning  the  Nobles  that  it  is  necessary  to  about  face,  'Mest  we  for- 
get." 

* 

Read,  ponder,  inwardly  digest  and  profit  by  what  you  read. 
Proceedings  routine  and  of  local  import.  Treasurery  balance,  $820.18. 
Total  membership  1,748,  a  gain  of  248.    Very  good,  indeed. 

CORRBSPONDBNCB. 

This  is,  as  usual,  the  work  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Van  Winkle, 
and  gets  very  close  to  the  head  of  the  line  in  the  matter  of  real  merit. 

Bro.  Van  devotes  three  pages  to  our  Biloxi  minutes,  and  reports 
about  all  we  did,  has  a  pleasant  word  for  this  writer  and  everybody  else, 
which  is  charisteristic  of  the  man.    We  copy  his  conclusion : 

« 

Again  the  goal  has  been  reached,  after  examining  6,802  pages  of  re- 
ports and  correspondence.  This  report  was  begun  about  sixty  days  before 
the  meeting  of  our  Grand  Commandery.  With  liberal  use  of  "  midnight 
oil,"  Hacrifice  of  sleep  and  severe  strain  of  eves,  not  too  strong,  it  has 
been  finished  two  days  before  the  date  of  the  Annual  Conclave.  Our 
fraters  know  that  business  requires  all  our  time  during  business  hours- 
many  times  extra  hours — and  these  reports  are  written  when  we  should 
have  rest.  We  have  belief  that  our  work  is  appreciated  by  our  fraters, 
however  imperfect. 

Our  comments  have  been  few.  Wherever  it  occurs  it  will  be  taken, 
we  trust,  in  the  same  kindly,  liberal  spirit  that  actuated  when  writing 
this  report. 

The  tables  from  New  York  are  again  copied  and  annexed  to  our 
report. 

May  God  bless  and  prosper  all  of  you. 

R.  E.  Sir  Charles  H.  Ahrens,  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  same  as  before. 


WISCONSIN  — 1903. 

The  Forty-fifth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee, 
September  24th.  There  were  present:  V.  E.  Sir  Robert  H.  Ormsby,  as 
Grand  Commander ;  E.  Sir  William  W.  Perry,  Grand  Recorder ;  all  the 
other  Grand  Officers,  seven  Past  Grand  Commanders,  several  other 
Past  Grand  Officers,  a  multitude  of  Past  Commanders,  nineteen  Grand 
Representatives  and  delegates  from  twenty-eight  out  of  the  twenty- 
nine  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  of  the  acting  Grand  Commander  is  a  short  resume  of 
his  administration,  which  began  in  the  early  spring  time.  The  R.  E. 
Grand  Commander,  Sir  Albert  E.  Reid  having  passed  to  his  reward  on 
the  2d.  of  April.    We  excerpt  his  opening : 
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ADDRESS  OF  ACTING  GRAND  COMMANDER. 

Sir  Knights: — It  was  just  before  the  celebration  of  Easter,  in  early 
sprinf?  this  year,  when  Nature  was  putting  forth  her  lovelineesi  that  all 
tlMt  was  mortal  of  our  beloved  Grand  Commander  was  laid  to  rest  in  a 
beautiful  spot  in  the  cemetery  at  his  home  in  Chippewa  Falls. 

It  was  just  as  the  first  buds  of  spring  began  to  open,  when  after  a 
long,  dreary  winter  there  was  promise  of  revivication.  It  was  on  the 
second  day  of  April  last,  that,  surrounded  by  his  brethren  and  friends, 
and  after  a  prolonged  illness  in  which  our  Grand  Commander  exhibited 
the  greatest  fortitude,  that  suddenly  he  passed  to  his  home  beyond,  with- 
out a  murmur  or  a  struggle.  On  t^^unday  afternoon,  April  5th,  we  laid 
the  good  Sir  Knight  to  rest,  witli  all  the  honors  of  a  valiant  Templar. 
His  work  is  finished  and  he  may  justly  claim  "  the  awards  that  await  the 
valiant  Templar." 

The  last  official  act  of  our  late  Grand  Commander  was  to  issue  the 
Easter  Circular,  which  peculiarly  suited  him  in  that  it  spoke  with  a  cer- 
tain and  no  mistaken  fervor  of  the  Resurrection  of  the  Blessed  Imman- 
uel,  the  Prince  of  Peace  and  the  Great  Captain  of  our  Salvation. 

It  was  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  late  Grand  Commander 
that  he  was  laid  to  rest  on  Palm  Sunday,  a  day  commemorative  of  the 
entrance  of  our  blessed  Savior  into  old  Jerusalem,  and  also  the  entrance 
of  that  valiant  Knight,  our  Grand  Commander,  into  the  New  Jerusalem. 

We  pause  with  bowed  heads  as  the  name  of  the  Grand  Commander 
is  callea,  and  we  listen  attentively,  but  no  response,  except  from  the  lips 
of  Commander  Watson,  who  announces  that,  "He  is  not  here."  Our 
hearts  can  no  longer  hold  our  grief,  and  our  eyes  moisten  when  we  think 
of  the  courteous  Grand  Commander,  kind  of  heart,  of  tender  sympa- 
thies, Knightly  honesty  and  integrity,  and  we  find  ourselves  marveling 
at  the  passing  of  the  gbod  man,  and  we  say  to  ourselves  :  "  Is  death  the 
end  ?  Is  the  Grand  Commander  gone  forever,  or  does  he  still  live  and  is 
there  life  after  death  ?  " 

He  made  but  one  decision,  which  was  correct,  viz :  That  the  death 
of  the  Generalissimo  of  a  Commandery,  simply  made  a  vacancy  in  that 
office,  the  Captain  General  not  succeeding.  He  remarked,  incidentally, 
that  the  Commandery  in  question  would  iiave  but  two  votes  in  the  Grand 
Body,  in  which  we  are  unable  to  concur,  unless  their  law  is  different 
from  common  usage  and  custom. 

The  proceedings  were  routine  and  of  local  interest.  Total  member- 
ship, 3,396,  a  net  gain  of  77.  Treasury  balance  to  the  good,  $3,768.65. 
Swain  will  spend  a  lot  of  this  amount  in  San  Francisco,  next  year ! 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  the  child  of  the  indomitable  and 
unparalleled  Swain,  and  is  the  twenty-first  of  this  branch  of  his  literary 
family.     He  opens  as  follows  : 

We  are  of  age.  We  come  before  you  with  our  twenty-first  Annual 
Report.  Let  us  hope  that  it  equals  our  first.  If  it  is  not  as  aggressive  as 
usual,  let  us  hope  that  it  is  as  peaceful.  As  we  grow  older,  we  naturally 
grow  more  mellow,  and  are  not  as  rambunctious  as  heretofore.  So  here 
we  begin,  with  Alabama. 

Then  follows  eighty  pages  of  fun,  frolic,  sense,  instruction  and  every- 
thing else  belonging  in  a  first  class  report.     He  digests  the  proceedings 
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of  the  entire  family  of  Templar  Grands,  save  three  jurisditione,  in  his 
own  inimitable  style,  Mississippi,  at  Biloxi,  among  the  rest.  He  devotes 
less  than  two  pages  to  our  proceedings,  but  what  he  does  Say  is  good. 
Of  this  committee  he  says : 

Our  old  friend  DeLap  comes  in  again  with  his  Correspondence  re- 
port, and  spices  it  at  the  start  with  Tobasco  sauce  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Grand  Commander  of  his  neighbor,  Alabama,  who  recommends  the  dis- 
continuance of  wine  at  banquets,  and  DeLap  intimates  that  it  is  not 
good  wine.  We  do  not  see  how  he  knows,  unless  he  has  tried  it.  He 
says  of  it : 

Which  shows  an  uncanny  state  of  afifairs  over  there.  We  never  heard 
of  tangle-foot  or  forty-rod  red-eye  being  served  to  Templars  at  luncheon 
and  do  hope  the  practice  will  not  invade  our  bailiwick.  We  hope  the 
Alabama  ladies  do  not  provide  this  sort  of  ''refreshments''  on  these 
occasions. 

We  advise  our  Alabama  brethren  to  send  a  little  north  to  Kentucky 
and  get  a  little  whiskey,  of  which  they  can  get  good  there,  rather  than 
feed  out  such  stuff  as  DeLap  accuses  them  of. 

We  object  to  his  advice  to  the  Alabamians  to  goto  Kentucky  for  bet- 
ter whiskey,  because  a  tippling  Templar  is  better  out  of  the  world  than 
in  it,  and  if  they  stick  to  the  Alabama  article  of  tangle-foot  it  will  kill 
them  much  quicker  than  the  Kentucky  article,  which  is  a  good  thing, 
when  not  abused. 

We  also  clip  this  : 

He  dosen't  omit  an  opportunity  to  go  for  Belden  ;  but  as  the  latter 
is  out  of  the  harness,  probably  he  will  forgive  him  and  let  up  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  not  try  the  water  cure  on  him. 

DeLap  doesn't  put  any  pepper  into  his  review  of  Wisconsin.  He 
says  our  statement  that  the  religion  of  Christ  is  superseding  the  religion 
of  creed,  does  not  appear  quite  correct  down  there;  but  if  he  will  look  a 
little  closer,  he  will  note  it. 

We  have  forgiven  Belden  since  he  decided  that  an  Most  Excellent  Mas- 
ter could  apply  and  the  Commandery  entertain  his  petition  for  the  Orders 
of  Knighthood.  A  man  that  would  father  such  an  idea  as  that,  is  not  re- 
sponsible. 

We  also  copy  his  closing,  which  is  characteristically  funny  and  en- 
tertaining: 

We  have  finished,  and  not  said  much.  As  we  wind  up,  we  see  in  the 
morning  paper  a  dispatch  from  Chicago,  announcing  another  Crusade  of 
Knights  Templars,  to  redeem  the  Holy  Land  from  the  Infidels.  We 
haven't  made  up  our  mind  to  join  it.  If  we  do,  we  will  want  to  be  as- 
signed a  darkey  servant,  and  all  the  fixtures  accompanying.  And  we 
don't  want  to  be  an  aid  to  Hedges,  for  he  will  work  us  too  hard,  and  will 
not  allow  us  enough  to  drink.     He  is  too  much  in  earnest,  and  will  not 

let  us  off  for  a  few  days'  run. 

7 
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We  had  not  heard  of  the  new  raid  on  Palestine,  before.  If  Hedges 
starts  out,  with  an  army  of  Templars,  of  the  modern  brand,  the  "  un- 
speakable Turk  "  need  give  himself  no  uneasiness,  even  if  Swain  joins  the 
crusade,  as  they  are  not  likely  to  hurt  anybody  but  themselves. 

We  beg  to  suggest  to  our  friend,  William,  that  our  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  vital  godliness  has  not  changed,  at  all,  since  last  year,  nor  do 
we  believe  that  there  is  any  difference  in  the  outlook  here  and  up  where 
William  lives,  although  he  says  differently,  and  honestly  believes  it,  too. 

With  much  personal  regard  for  our  friend,  William,  and  the  fraters 
of  Wisconsin,  our  native  state,  we  say  good  night. 

R.  E.  Robert  H.  Ormsby,  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondent  as  before. 


WYOMING  — 1903. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Evanston, 
April  8th.  There  were  present:  R.  E.  Sir  James  M.  Rumsey,  Grand  Com- 
mander; E.  Sir  Adrian  J.  Parshall,  P.  G.  C,  Grand  Recorder ;  all  the 
otiier  Grand  Officers,  except  the  Standard  and  Sword  Bearer,  six  Past 
Grand  Commanders, a  dozen  Past  Commanders, and  Representatives  from 
five  out  of  eight  Subordinate  Commanderies,  besides  seventeen  Grand 
Representatives. 

The  address  is  an  interesting  and  well  written  paper.  While  it  is 
generally  local  in  its  references,  there  are  some  passages  in  it  which  we 
will  quote,  among  them  a  slice  from  his  "  opening  chorus  " : 

The  greater  part  of  the  Knight  Templar  obligation,  as  you  will  re- 
member, concerns  our  behavior  to  our  brethren  outidde  that  secret  place 
where  our  vows  were  first  made  and  have  since  been  renewed.  A  good 
Knight  Templar,  besides  attending  all  due  signs  and  summonses,  and 
faithfully  discharging  all  the  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  his  Eminent 
Commander,  or  laid  upon  him  by  his  brethren,  also  endeavors  by  his 
daily  walk  and  conduct  to  help,  aid  and  assist  all  those  in  the  Order  and 
as  far  as  possible  all  those  within  his  influence  out  of  the  Order  upon 
whom  the  ills  of  life  press  most  heavily. 

Such  men  feel  an  inexpressible  consolation  when  they  hear  the  sup- 
porting words  of  a  brother,  or  feel  the  warm  grip  of  the  hand  when 
toiling  along  the  road  of  their  })ilgrimage  amid  the  heats  of  summer  or 
the  snows  of  winter,  or  sit  beside  the  wayside,  footsore  or  heartsore ; 
and  all  tlie  more  so  because  perhaps  some  thoughtless  or  careless  Knight 
of  the  Order  has  gone  by  without  word  or  sign,  or  some  unbrotherly  act 
has  made  them  half  sorry  that  they  ever  took  upon  themselves  the  life- 
long obligation  which  they  find  it  often  hard  to  fulfill. 

There  is  yet  another  field  for  the  exercise  of  our  obligations  which 
is,  after  all,  more  important  than  those  I  have  mentioned,  because 
unless  we  are  loyal  to  it,  it  is  useless  to  expect  devotion  in  the  Asylum 
or  in  the  world.  I  mean,  of  course,  that  interior  and  subjective  field, 
where,  after  all,  the  first  and  greatest  victories  are  to  be  achieved — the 
field  of  self.  This  is  so  clearly  indicated  and  exemplified  in  our  ceremo- 
nies, that  I  need  do  no  more  than  remind  you  of  it.    In  the  Chamber 
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of  Reflection,  we  are  called  upon  to  perforin  ablations  expressive 
of  our  desires  after  inward  purity  and  sincerity.  We  are  also  called 
upon  to  declare  that  we  bear  no  ill  will  which  we  are  unwilling  to 
lay  aside  toward  any  person  in  the  whole  world.  These  are  the  white 
stones  which  compose  the  spiritual  edifice  which  it  is  our  endeavor  to 
erect. 

Rely  on  it,  Sir  Knights,  no  sword  is  so  glittering  and  beautiful  as  the 
Faith,  Hope  and  Charity  of  which  it  is  the  symbol ;  no  plume,  baldric 
or  jewel  makes  a  Knight  so  distinguished  as  that  upright,  chivalrous 
and.  brotherly  bearing,  to  which  we  are  exhorted  in  the  very  first  de- 
gree in  Freemasonry,  and  no  honors  conferred  on  us  by  our  brothers 
can  bring  that  satisfaction  and  peace  at  the  last  which  comes  from  a 
quiet  conscience  and  an  integrity  which  has  never  fallen  before  tempta- 
tion. 

*'  He  that  hath  clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart,  who  hath  not  lifted 
up  his  soul  unto  vanity,  nor  sworn  deceitfully ;  he  shall  receive  the 
blessing  from  the  Lord,  and  righteousness  from  the  God  of  his  salva- 
tion." 

And  commend  it  to  your  careful,  and  those  of  you  who  pray,  your 
prayerful  consideration.  We  do  not  suppose  that  more  than  nine- 
tenths  of  yon  measure  up  to  the  standard  he  lays  down,  but  you  ought, 
all  of  you,  to  do  so. 

We  also  find  the  following : 

A  few  days  ago  an  eminent  prelate  remarked  at  a  public  gathering 
that  secret  societies — which  have  multiplied  so  rapidly  ofiate  years, 
especially  in  Wyoming,  as  to  become  almost  a  social  disease — are  seri- 
ouely  a^ctinj^  our  church  interests,  and  undermining  throughout  the 
State,  all  religious  zeal  and  life.  Without  admitting  or  denying  this  as- 
sertion from  so  high  an  authority,  as  applied  to  an  Order  whose  very 
foundations  rest  upon  Christian  religion  and  whose  sweetest  and  highest 
inspirations  are  drawn  therefrom,  I  respectfully  submit  the  same  as  food 
for  serious  reflection.  We  are  confronted  with  the  stern  proposition  tliat 
it  is  a  part  of  the  Knight  Templar  obligation,  a  duty  to  this  Order  and  to 
tiie  community  in  which  each  Sir  Knight  resides,  to  support  some  Chris- 
tian Church  by  personal  attendance  and  such  financial  aid  as  his  circum- 
stances will  permit.  Is  it  possible  that  we  have  become  so  absorbed 
and  intoxicated  with  the  delightful  associations  of  our  Order  that  we 
are  forgetting  our  higher  obligations,  financial  and  moral,  to  the 
church  ? 

It  has  never  been  said  that  a  Mason  is  not  a  patriot.  It  has  never 
been  asserted  that  a  Mason  is  not  a  lover  of  home  and  wife  and  child. 
Upon  the  proud  escutcheon  of  our  Order  may  there  never  rest  even  the 
shadow  of  the  stain  that  a  Mason  is  not  always  a  true  Christian  and  that 
his  religious  principles  are  sometimes  a  pretense. 

Other  Orders  may  rise  and  pass  away,  but  the  principles  of  Free- 
masonry are  eternal,  for  they  are  founded  on  Christianity  and  are  as 
broad  and  deep  as  humanity  itself.  May  our  home  life,  our  social  life, 
our  political  life  and  our  religious  life  be  ever  expressive  and  eloquent  of 
the  pure,  strong  and  tender  precepts  of  our  beloved  and  honored  Body. 

We  beg  to  suggest  to  the  Right  Eminent,  and  through  him  to  the 
Sky  Pilot  who  brings  the  indictment  against  our  Order  and  other  secret 
societies,  that  the  defendant,  in  this  case  is  wholly  innocent  and  that 
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the  fault  lies  in  the  deadness,  spiritually,  of  the  Churches.  If  I  am  not 
in  fault  in  my  memory,  our  Lord  said  to  Peter,  after  his  confession  of 
faith,  "Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  son  of  the  living  God  ; "  that  on  that 
Rock  He  would  build  His  Church  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail 
against  it!  Now,  nearly  nineteen  hundred  years  after,  the  Sky  Pilot,  re- 
ferred to,  discovers  that  a  few  secret  societies,  nearly,  if  not  all  of  them, 
having  charity  and  good  morals  as  their  foundation,  are  going  to  play 
havoc  with  the  Church  ! !  If  the  Reverend  Grumbler  will  try  to  get  his 
church  up  on  the  plane  it  ought  to  occupy,  and  the  one  the  Master  ex- 
pects His  Church  to  occupy,  he  will  fintl  that  no  number  of  secretorders 
can  or  will  disturb  the  even  tenor  of  its  way,  nor  will  it  be  needful  for 
him,  or  others,  to  raise  a  howl  about  nothing.  In  other  words,  let  him 
clean  up  his  own  back  yard,  after  which  he  will  have  a  right  to  complain, 
if  things  do  not  pan  out  to  suit  him.  It  is  the  devil  in  the  Church  that 
is  making  the  mischief,  not  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  Masonry,  or  any- 
thing else.  I  am  free  to  adniit  that  most  of  theboys  are  not  any  better 
than  the  law  allows,  and  that  some  of  them  have  just  little  sense  enough 
to  make  their  masonry  their  religion,  but  when  a  man  has  no  better  sense 
than  that,  the  Lord  puts  him  in  the  lunatic  class  and  does  not  hold  him 
responsible.  Young  children  and  fools  have  a  through  ticket  to  heaven. 
Preachers,  however,  who  know  nothing  themselves  about  vital  godliness 
and  whose  flock  are  in  the  same  boat,  are  always  looking  out  for  some- 
body or  some  thing  on  which  to  lay  the  blame.     All  this  makes  us  tired. 

The  Right  Eminent  is  anxious,  also,  to  have  a  Masonic  Home,  and 
suggests  the  beginning  of  an  effort  to  raise  the  needful,  for  that  purpose, 
which  while  commendable  and  all  that,  is  a  rather  large  job  for  as  small 
a  bailiwick  as  his. 

He  issued  a  few  dispensations,  but  made  no  decisions.  His  portait 
makes  an  elegant  frontispiece  to  the  pamphlet.  We  are  inclined  to  the 
belief  that  he  is  a  preacher  and  that  was  what  induced  him  to  notice  the 
howl  of  the  Sky  Pilot  to  whom  he  refers. 

The  proceedings  were  of  local  interest,  only.  Total  membership 
411,  a  gain  of  14.    Cash  ^balance  in  treasury,  $784.43. 

Brother  Jessee  Knight  presented  a  report  on  Correspondence,  cover- 
ing 22  pages,  in  which  he  reviews  about  a  dozen  pamphlets,  then  gets  the 
colic,  or  something  else,  and  quits.  Unfortunately,  for  the  Templar 
world,  our's  is  not  among  the  favored  few.  If  he  was  really  sick,  we  are 
sorry  for  him  ;  if  he  was  simply  lazy,  he  ought  to  be  expelled. 

He  is  a  great  admirer  of  our  friend,  the  peripatetic  Masonic  Tramp, 
John  Corson,  and  thinks  a  word  of  commendation  from  that  remarkable 
specimen  of  humanity,  very  desirable.  And  he  is  right.  John  is  a  great 
one,  sure. 

They  put  the  prefix  "  Grand "  before  "  Correspondent,"  which  is 
frequently  misleading. 

R.  E.  Sir  Fenimore  Chatterton,  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recor- 
der and  Correspondent,  as  before. 
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CONCLUSION. 

And  now,  having  finished  the  work  assigned  as,  we  submit  it  for 

yoar  inspection.  We  are  of  the  opinion  tliat  it  is  a  good  report,  and  in 
this  you  may  not  concur,  but  that  fact  does  not  seem  to  cut  any  great 
amount  of  ice.  At  all  events  it  is  the  best  we  can  do,  under  existing 
conditions. 

In  order  to  spike  the  guns  of  the  irrepressible  ''  Fred/'  Grand  Re- 
corder, who  is  not  an  admirer  of  our  penmanship  and  punctuation,  sim- 
ply because  he  does  not  know  a  good  thing  when  he  sees  it,  we  have 
written  the  whole  report,  except  the  clippings,  on  a  type  writer,  (  we 
mean  a  machine  )  and  if  there  are  any  words  spelled  wrong,  or  punctua- 
tion marks  put  in,  where  they  do  not  belong,  the  fault  will  be  with  the 
intelligent  compositor,  or  tlie  proof  reader,  i.e.  Fred  Speed  ! ! 

The  Order  is  still  on  the  high-way  of  prosperity.  Peace  and  har- 
mony prevail  all  along  the  lines.  We  regret  to  say,  however,  that  there 
is  nothing  of  an  exciting  character,  in  any  ofthe  proceedings  reviewed, 
hence  the  paucity  of  spice  in  this  report.     . 

With  kindest  regards  for  each  and  all  of  you  and  all  Templars,  and 
with  best  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  each,  I  beg  to  remain, 

Courteously  yours, 

Er.  G.  DeLAP. 
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